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NEW    PALACE   YAUIJ. 

ul  ably  the  oklest  view  extant.     On  the  ripbt  is  the  old  Clock  Tower  ;  in  the  centre  is  the  conduit  from  which  flowed  ' 
occxsions.     The  picture  is  from  an  original  etching  by  Hollur. 


INTEODUCTOKY. 


TnE  ancient  Palace  of  Westminster.  What  a  host  of 
memories  the  name  awakens  !  How  much  it  implies  in  the 
history  of  England  and  the  building  up  of  the  British 
Empire !  In  mere  point  of  antiquity  there  is  nothing  to 
compare  with  it  amongst  the  gieat  secular  buildings  of  the 
Western  world.  It  had  been  a  Eoyal  residence  five  hundred 
j'ears  before  Catherine  de  Medicis  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
Tuileries  and  the  virile  brain  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain  conceived 
the  grandiose  idea  of  the  Escurial.  Even  the  Vatican,  vener- 
able as  are  its  traditions,  did  not  come  into  existence  until 
nearly  two  hundred  years  after  Edward  the  Confessor  first 
held  his  Com-t  at  Westminster,  and  it  was  almost  double  that 
period  before  Eome  became  the  recognised  residence  of  the 
Pojies.  By  its  side  the  marble  glories  of  the  ruined  palaces 
of  the  JJoguls  in  India  and  the  sumptuous  splendours  of  the 
Alhambra  are  but  things  of  yesterday.  Amid  all  its  vicissitudes, 
dynastic  and  national,  it  has,  with  the  brief  interregnum  of 
the  Commonwealth,  remained  throughout  the  thousand  years 
of  its  existence  a  Eoyal  Palace.  In  a  legislative  sense  its 
record  is  an  equally  remarkable  one.  Before  the  Golden  Bull 
of  Charles  was  issued,  and  while  the  Hanseatic  League  was 
yet  in  its  infancy,  it  was  the  home  of  a  Parliament  pro- 
mulgating laws  and  exercising  a  real  if  limited  influence 
over  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  Its  position  amongst  legislative 
centres  is  unique.  The  home  of  the  Mother  of  Free  Parlia- 
ments, it  is  to  the  Capitol  at  Washington  as  the  adult  to  the 
little  child.  To  write  the  history  of  the  building  fully  is  to 
write  in  broad  outline  the  history  of  England.  Every  great 
national  movement  either  had  its  origin  there  or  was  directed 
ijDfrCUfe^ll  n-om  its  precincts  :  it  has  been  associated  with  every  great 
"■  A  mcdmvai  paM-  name  in  the  history  of  the  country,  from  the  Venerable  Bede 
aa/r' *'■  *'''"""'      to  William  Ewart  Gladstone,  whose  picturesque  lying  in  state 
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fe 


THE   king's  champion, 

M'lio  foriueiiy  at  tho  Covonatitin  Banquets  rode  into  Westminster  Hnll  and  ohalleng 
to  mort;il  combat  any  one  denying  the  right  of  the  King  to  tho  Cronu. 


in  tlie  ancient   liall  of  Kufus  is  still  fresh 
in  public  memory. 

Few    of    those    who    daily    pass    the 
stately    modern    buikling    which    rises    in 
its  Gothic  magnificence    from    the   river- 
side    quite     realise     what     a     wonderful 
pedigree  the  place  has ;  fewer  still,  perhaps, 
ajipreciate  all  that  its   history  embodies. 
We   are   not   a    sentimental  people,   and, 
though  we  are  moderately  jjroud  of  our 
ancient  institutions,  we  do  not  gush  about 
them.     Yet  there  is  scarcely  a  yard 
of  land  of  the  five  acres  which  form 
what  was  the  ancient  Koyal  demesne 
that  has  not  its   story,  which,  when 
adequately    told,     thrills     the     least 
imaginative.     Pageantry  and  tragedy 
have    mingled   their  elements  in  its 
history — now    brightening   the   halls 
of  the  Palace  with  music  and  gaiety, 
now  darkening  its  precincts  with  the 
sombre     shadows    of    conspiracy,    or 
reililening   its   flags    with    the    blood 
of  traitors  and  martyrs.     Kings  have 
been  born  and  have  died  there.     The 
Palace    has    seen   at   once   the   most 
despotic   display   of  Eoyal  authority 
and   the   most   arbitrary   exercise    of 
the   popular  will.     It   has   been   the 
scene  of  the  domination  of  the  most 
bigoted   form    of  ecclesiasticism  and 
Nowhere  have  so    many  great   reputations    been    made    in 
quarter  where    so    many  mighty  men 


the  narrowest  creed  of  Puritanism 

the   field   of   statesmanship ;    in    vain    should  we   seek 

have  fallen.     The  whole  atmosphere  of  the  place  is  redolent  of  sensations  which   stir   the  yiulse 

and  kindle  the  imagination.     To  the   British-born    there   is  no  spot   on    earth   to    equal    it.     It 

has  for  him  all  the  sanctity  of  a  Mecca  and  all  the  glowing  interest  of  a  Paris. 

As  becomes  this  cradle  of  an  Imperial  race,  its  origin  is  enshrouded  in  mystery.  In  the 
dim  records  of  a  far  remote  day  we  grope  in  vain  for  certain  light.  The  fabled  Isle  of 
Avallon  of  Arthurian  romance  has  scarcely  attached  to  itself  a  greater  measure  of  legendary 
lore  than  that  to  be  found  in  the  early  history  of  this  little  spot  of  English  ground  washed 
by  the  rushing  waters  of  the  Thames.  As  Thorney  Island — the  Isle  of  Thorns — it  emerges  in 
faint  and  uncertain  fashion  in  the  quaint  memorials  of  the  old  Saxon  chroniclers  as  the  home 
of  a  religious  fraternity  attracted  thither  rather  by  the  forlornness  of  the  situation  than 
because  of  any  advantage  that  attached  to  it  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the  homes  and 
haunts  of  men.  In  loco  ten-ibili  are  words  used  to  designate  it  in  the  oldest  of  the 
documents  kno^vn  to  exist  in  reference  to  it,  and  we  may  imagine  that  the  phrase  was  not 
misapplied.  Dank  and  damp,  the  sm-face  of  the  island  only  a  few  feet  above  the  tideway, 
festering  mud-banks  fringing  it  on  every  side,  it  must  have  been  a  veritable  Slough  of 
Despond.  But  its  very  w-retchedness  was  its  strength.  The  holy  fervom-  which  induced  men 
to  establish  themselves  amongst  the  forlorn  sedge-beds  and  thickets  of  the  island  conferred 
upon  it  a  rare  distinction  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  that  superstitious  age.  They  saw  in 
the    spot   the   scene    of  a   glorious    act   of  renunciation — the    home   of  a   body   of  men   thrice 
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blessed  of  (!o(l.  The  tradition,  once  estalilished,  grew  in  strength 
with   the    lapse   of   time. 

K\eiituallv  in  the  seventh  centurv  or  thereabouts  there  arose 
out  of  the  once  deserted  mud-flat  a  group  of  monastic  buildings, 
rude  and  unassuming  no  doubt,  but  still  sufficiently  imposing  to 
confer  additional  lustre  upon  the  settlement.  These  were  the  germs 
of  a  settlement  which,  amid  various  vicissitudes,  existed  until  the 
reign  of  Canute,  when  a  new  interest  was  conferred  upon  the  site  by 
the  erection  of  a  Royal  residence  there.  The  Danish  King  resided  a 
good  deal  upon  the  island,  and  tradition  fixes  upon  it  as  the  scene 
of  the  famous  incident  of  his  ordering  the  tide  to  retreat.  But 
intimate  as  Canute's  connection  with  Westminster  must  have  been, 
it  is  witii  the  name  of  his  successor,  Edward  the  Confessor,  that  to 
all  time  the  chief  glory  of  creating  this  great  centre  of  English 
life  and  tradition  will  be  associated.  The  pious  King,  delicate  in 
constitution,  monkish  in  training  and  moods  of  thought,  was  drawn 
to  this  spot  by  a  thousand  ties  of  sentiment,  and  by  the  overmastering 
force  of  religious  feeling.  In  his  mind  grew  up  gradually  the  con- 
cejition  of  erecting  on  the  site  consecrated  by  the  holy  fervour  of 
generations  of  i-eligious  men  a  noble  minster  which  should  be  at 
once  a  monument  to  their  zeal  and  an  abiding  testimony  to  his 
own  faith.  To  the  better  superintend  the  work  he  established  his 
home  iu  close  proximity  to  the  site  selected  for  the  splendid  edifice 
he  had  it  in  his  mind  to  rear.  What  Edward's  Palace  was  like  is 
purely  a  matter  for  conjecture.  iSIost  j^irobably  it  was  an  unassuming 
building  in  keejiing  with  the  character  of  the  monarch  and  of  the 
simple  times  in  which  he  lived.  But  if  architecturally  insignificant, 
it   has  left  its  mark  on  the  pages  of  history. 

I'rail  in  constitution,  the  Confessor  only  lived  just  long  enough 
to  witness  the  comi)letion  of  the  great  work  of  his  life.  On  Holy 
Innocents'  Day  (December  28th)  in  1065  he  set  forth  fi-om  the 
Palace  to  play  a  prominent  part  in  the  splendid  ecclesiastical 
[lageant  which  accompanied  the  consecration  of  the  Abbey.  The 
eHbrt  cost  him  his  life.  To  quote  the  pathetic  account  whicli  has 
come  down  to  us  through  Ailred,  Abbot  of  Eievaulx,  on  returning 
from  the  ceremony  '•  he  laid  his  bead  down  ujwn  the  couch,  and 
began  to  be  sorely  pained.  While  he  lay  sick  he  forbade  his 
attendants  to  weep;  and  seeing  his  Queen  mourning  and  wailing, 
•  jNIourn  not,  my  daughter,'  said  he,  '  I  shall  not  die  but  live ;  and 
[lassing  from  the  country  of  the  dead,  verily  I  hojje  to  behold  the 
good  things  of  the  Eord  in  the  land  of  the  living."  So,  having 
commended  himself  wholly  unto  God,  in  the  faith  of  Christ  and  the 
hope  of  His  promise,  old  and  full  of  days  he  departed  from  the  world." 

An  unpretentious  structm-e,  of  wltich  the  St.  Edmund's  or  Painted 
Chamber  was  the  main  feature,  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the 
monastery  and  occupying  a  portion  of  what  we  now  know  as  Old 
Palace  Yard,  was  the  heritage  into  which  William  the  Conqueror 
came  on  his  subjugation  of  the  country.  But,  poor  as  it  was  archi- 
tecturally, he  was  quick  to  recognise  the  value  of  the  traditions  which 
attached  to  it.  Crowned  in  the  Abbey,  before  the  tomb  of  the 
Confessor,  he  made  the  Palace  one  of  his  Royal  residences,  and  is 
even    said    to    have    enlarged    and    improved    it.      According    to    old 
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clironiflers,  Elfrio.  Abbot  of  T'ctciborough,  was  tried  before  him  tliere.  and  great  councils  were 
held  there  in  the  years  1074  and  107G.  These  were  the  beginnings  of  the  judicial  and  legislative 
system  which  in  the  succeeding  centuries  was  to  see   sucli  wonderful  fruition  on  the  same  spot. 

It  was,  however,  left  to  the 
Conqueror's  son,  he  of  the  red 
hair,  to  give  to  the  Palace  of 
Westminster  tliat  imposing 
character  which  in  later  years 
was  to  attract  to  it  the  notice 
of  men.  By  him  was  conceived 
the  magnificent  idea  of  West- 
minster Hall,  a  building  which 
is  still,  after  the  lapse  of  eight 
centuries,  without  a  formidable 
rival  in  its  own  line.  That 
wonderful  structure,  in  which 
grace  and  elegance  are  in  singu- 
larly hajjpy  fashion  combined 
with  majesty  and  strength, 
stamped  em2)haticallv  this  little  plot  of  ground  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  as  the  home 
and  centre  of  English  authority.  The  common  people  recognised  in  it  at  once  a  symbol  of 
power  and  a  pledge  of  the  enduring  character  of  the  order  of  things  upon  which  it  was 
based.  William  Eufus's  successors  accejited  it  as  a  convenient  and  stately  instrument  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  spirit  of  pageantry,  which  in  those  days  was  no  unimportant  factor  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  popularity  of  ruling  princes.  Thus,  as  the  years  rolled  by  and  one  Norman 
Kino-  succeeded  another  ujwn  the  throne,  the  Palace  of  Westminster  grew  in  size  and 
importance;  so  much  so,  that  in  1174  we  find  Fitzstephen  speaking  of  it  as  "an  incompar- 
able structure."  Its  development,  however,  was  gradual,  like  the  Constitution  which  was  being 
built  up  within  its  walls.  The  records  are  too  scanty  to  enable  us  to  say  positively  when 
the  various  parts  of  the  Palace  were  constructed,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
nearly  all  the  earlier  Kings  had  a  hand  in  the  work.  To  Stephen  is  attributed  the  erection 
of  the   chapel,   which    was  destined    to  be   the  home   for   centuries  of  the    English    Parliament. 

His  successor,  Henry  II.,  was  responsible  for  the 

famous    suite   of    apartments    consisting    of   the 

Painted    Chamber,  the   Prince's    Chamber,  and  a 

third   room    known   as   the  Parliament  Chamber. 

The    Third    Henry    also    added    largely    to    the 

Palace.     Harsh  tyrant  though  this  monarch  was, 

he   was   a   great  patron    of   the    arts,   and    sjjcnt 

a  not   inappreciable   portion  of  his  resources   on 

the  embellishment   of  the   Eoyal 

residence.     The  artistic  glories  of 

the  Painted  Chamber  were  in  large 

measure    due    to    his    initiative. 

These    consisted    of    a    series    of 

paintings  reju-esenting  the  battles 

of     the    JMaecabees,    the     Seven 

Brethren,    St.    John    habited    as 

a     pilgrim     presenting     a     ring 

to    Edward     the    Confessor,    the 

LORD  puouGii.vM.  canonisation    of    the    King,    and 

ricatuie,  showing  Brougiaui  on  tiie  woolsack.  nuiiierous  black-lettcr  inscriptions, 
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chiefly  from  Scripture.  Admired  in  the  Middle  Ages  as  consummate  specimens  of  the 
decorative  art  of  the  period,  it  %vas  their  fate  in  later  times  to  be  concealed  from  public  view 
until  an  accident  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  revealed  their  existence.  They  were  then 
carefully  examined  and  copied,  with  the  happy  result  that  we  have  to-day  exact  reproduc- 
tions of  i^ictures  which  are  amongst  the  earliest,  if  not  absolutely  the  earliest,  examples  of 
oil  painting  executed  in  this  country. 

A  gi-eat  fire  which  devastated  the  Palace  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  gave  that  King 
an  opportunity,  which  he  did  not  miss,  of  connecting  his  name  with  the  building.  Besides 
reconstructing  damaged  j^ortions  of  the  old  structure,  he  rebuilt  the  chajiel  which  was 
erected    by  Stephen.      In  Brayley    and    Britton's    history   of  the  Palace  doubt    is  cast   upon  the 


One  of  the  few  : 
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existence  of  a  first  edifice,  because  the  records  dealing  with  the  expenditure  on  the  building 
of  the  chapel  say  nothing  of  the  reconstruction,  but,  on  the  contrary,  speak  of  foundation. 
But  Walcott.  a  more  modern  authority,  definitely  asserts  that  a  chapel  was  built  by  Stephen 
in  1141  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Palace,  and  he  cites  facts  to  show  that  it 
was  a  not  unimportant  factor  in  the  life  of  the  Westminster  of  that  day.  At  the  hands  of 
Edward  II.  the  chapel  benefited  but  little ;  but  to  his  reign  is  attributed  the  erection  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  a  famous  apartment  designed  in  the  elegant  style  of  the  period,  which 
stood  to  the  north-east  of  Westminster  Hall.  It  was  left  to  Edward  III.  to  give  to 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel  the  ornate  character  which  it  bore  until  in  a  ruthless  age  it  was 
diverted  from  its  sacred  purpose. 

Important  as  Edward  III.'s  work  at  the  Palace  of  Westminster  was,  it  will  not  compare  ni 
point  of  interest  with  that  of  Eicbard  II.     This   King   undertook   an    elaborate   rearrangement, 
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MinDUiitiiiL;  to  ;i  rccrtiistrup- 

ticjii,  of  We.-tiiiiuiter  Hall, 

and  lie  also  made    exten- 
sive additions  to  the  Royal 

apartments.     The  comple- 
tion of  this  \york  saw  the 

Palace  of  Westminster  in 

its   condition    of    greatest 

grandeur.     Thereafter    its 

history  is  little  more  than 

a  record  of  misfortune  and 

misdirected      ctTort.        In 

1512,      in     the     reign    of 

HeniT  MIL.  there  was  a 

great  fire,  which  destroyed 

a  very  large  portion  of  the 

Palace.  This    virtually 

sealed    the     fate    of    the 

building  as  a  Koyal  resi- 
dence. Less  than  a  hundred  years  later  it  was  entii-ely  given  over  to  the  Legislature  and  the  Law 
Courts.  Fire  had  then  devastated  much  of  the  old  Palace.  Royal  neglect  had  aggravated  the 
condition  of  what  was  left  of  the  place.  The  submissive  House  of  Commons,  which  Queen 
Klizabeth  so  imperiously  lectured,  sat  in  tbe  ancient  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  sadly  degenerated  from 
its  mediaeval  splendour,  but  still  free  from  the  defacements  introduced  by  "NVren.  The  "  other  House  '' 
found  a  home  in  the  old  Court  of  Requests,  a  building  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  Lesser  or 
White  Hall  of  early  Norman  days.  Hard  by  was  the  historic  apartment  known  as  the  Painted 
Chamber,  which  tradition  assigns  as  the  death-place  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  Dilapidated  as  it 
must  have  been,  it  probably  still  retained  something  of  its  old  beauty,  and  when  the  two  Houses 
met,  as  they  were  wont  to  do,  in  conference,  they  must  have  been  confronted  with  the  exquisite 
series  of  paintings  which  conferred  upon  the  apartment  its  name.  Westminster  Hall  wore  then 
the  same  grand  and  impressive  aspect  which  now  characterises  it,  but  the  south  end,  instead 
of  being  occupied  with  a  great  flight  of  steps  leading  to  sjiaeious  exits,  was  completely  closed 
in.  On  its  west  side  were  groups  of  buildings,  the  most  important  of  which  were  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Court  of  Exchequer  at  the  north-eastern  end.  On  the  opposite  side  of  Palace 
Yard,  about  the  Star  Chamber,  was  another  heterogeneous  gi-oup  of  offices  and  residences, 
inhabited  rather  by  Royal  than  Parliamentary  officials.  There  was  no  sort  of  design  or  form 
about  the  Palace.  It  was  a  mere  aggregation  of  buildings,  a  few  of  great  architectural  beauty 
and  significance,  but  in  the  main  of  conspicuous  meanness.  So  the  Palace  continued  for  another 
tliree  centuries,  until  the  great  fire  worked  a  beneficent  change. 

In  the  pages  which  follow,  some  of  the  remarkable  incidents  in  the  strange,  eventful  history 
of  this  fascinating  spot  from  earliest  times  will  be  described,  and  the  reader  will  be  shown 
how  has  been  built  up  there  that  sjilendid  Constitution  which  has  been  an  inspiration  and  an 
example  to  all  the  civilised  nations  of  the  world.  Simultaneously,  the  attempt  will  be  made 
to  picture  the  life  of  this  home  of  the  JMother  of  Parliaments  at  different  periods,  and  to  bring 
out  the  interesting  story  of  the  growth  of  the  majestic  pile  which  has  arisen  on  the  ashes  of 
the  old  Palace  of  Westminster. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

OLD-TIME  PARLIAMENTS  AND  PARLIAMENT  MEN. 

Parliamentary  institutions  in  one  form  or  another  have  been  in  exi.stence  in  this  country  from 
a_very_early  period.  They  are,  indeed,  as  Blackstone  says,  coeval  with  the  kingdom  itself.  In 
Saxon  times  there  was  the  Witenagemot,  or  assembly  of  the  wise  men  of  the  kingdom,  to 
represent. _ths_  nation.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  National  Councils,  feudal 
gatherings^  over  which  the  King  presided  as  supreme  overlord,  dealt  with  State  aliairs. 
Parliaments,  in  the  sense  in  which  w'^'^are  concerned  with  the  term,  however,  did  not  appear\ 
on  the  national  horizon  until  after  the  Great  Charter  had  been  extorted  at  the  point  of  theu 
sword  from  the  unwilling  John.  They  were,  in  the  first  instance,  ambulatory  in  character,/" 
meeting  at  the  convenience  of  the  Court,  now  at  Oxford,  now  Lincoln,  or,  again,  at  Windsor  or 
St.  Albans.  An  official  return  jmblished  in  1879  gives  the  year  1264-5  as  that  in  which  thei- 
first  complete  Parliament,  embracing  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  met.  This  was  summoned 
by  Henry  III.  under  the  coercion  of  his  powerful  nobles,  who,  enraged  at  the  long-continued 
misgovernment  of  the  King,  insisted  upon  his  ratification  of  the  rights  conferred  by  the 
Charter,  by  the  establishment  of  an  assembly  in  which  the  national  voice  should  be  heard. 
Subsequent  concessions  made  by  the  same  monarch  under  dm-ess  laid  the  enduring  foundations 
of  that  structure  which  is  at  once  the  envy  and  the  admiration  of  the  civilised  world. 


This  plctui-e  is  Olio  ut  ii  uiliubcr  Uosi^iicJ  tu  ikcoKi-.o  llic  liov  Iloiut-,  uf  I'.ul 
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Meeting  in  Westminster  I[all.  or  in  some  convenient 
chamber  of  the  Palace,  both  branches  of  the  earHest 
Parliaments  sat  together  and  deliberated  in  common. 
There  is  a  quaint  i:)ictui'e  in  existence,  unquestionably 
the  earliest  jjictorial  representation  of  Parliament,  which 
sliows  a  sitting  of  the  estates  of  the  realm  in  the  reign 
i)F  Edward  I.  The  work  is  a  copy  of  an  ancient  drawing 
fiirmerly  in  the  College  of  Arms,  London,  and  about  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century  in  the  possession  of  the 
I'^arl  of  Buclian.  It  rej^resents,  as  explained  in  Smith's 
'•  Westminster,"  Edward  I.  sitting  on  the  throne,  with 
Alexander,  King  of  Scotland,  on  his  right  on  a  lower 
seat,  and  Llewell3'n,  Prince  of  Wales,  on  his  left. 
Beyond  King  Alexander,  on  a  lower  seat,  is  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  below  Llewellyn  sits  the 
Archbishop  of  York.  A  woolsack  figures  prominently 
in  the  centure  of  the  picture,  and  on  it,  in  front  of 
the  throne,  are  four  persons,  who  are  easily  distinguish- 
able as  the  Chancellor,  the  two  Chief  Justices,  and  the 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  Two  other  woolsacks  are  placed 
at  right  angles  with  the  former,  and  on  each  of  them  sit 
four  persons,  the  whole  no  doubt  composing  the  Judicial 
Bench.  Behind  these  persons,  and  with  their  faces  towards 
the  throne,  are  two  individuals,  ai)parent  ly  clerks,  standing 
uncovered,  with  something  like  documents  in  their  hands. 
Behind  these  clerks  is  a  cross  bench,  on  which  sit  seven  persons,  covered,  all  with  their  faces 
towards  the  throne.  All  are  robed,  but  the  right-hand  man  appears  to  be  seated  higher  than 
the  rest,  and  has  a  chain  around  his  neck.  The  explanation  put  forward  by  antiquaries  is 
that  this  body  is  the  "  faithful  Commons,"  and  that  the  individual  with  the  chain  is  the 
Speaker,  "  whose  office  at  that  time  apparently  was  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  now  foreman 
of  a  jury — to  collect  their  opinions  individually,  and  to  declare  the  result  collectively,  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  body."  To  continue  the  description  of  the  picture  :  each  side  of  the  room 
contains  two  benches  at  right  angles  with  the  throne;  those  on  the  left  have  two  bishojis  and 
five  peers  on  one  seat.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  front  bench  of  these  two,  and  on  a  separate 
seat  which  stands  more  to  the  front,  sits  the  Prince,  the  son  of  King  Edward,  who  was  after- 
wards Edward  II.  The  mitred  abbots  are  accommodated  on  the  other,  or  right,  side  of  the 
House,  and  with  them  are  placed  six  bishops.  ^'arious  attendants  are  introduced,  such  as  a 
nobleman,  uncovered,  bearing  a  sword,  who  stands  behind  Prince  Edward,  and  a  heralil,  un- 
covered, who  figures  near  the  attendant  noble. 

This,  as  the  most  authentic  rej^resentation  we  have  of  a  mediajval  Pailiament  in  being,  has 
a  remarkable  interest  for  the  constitutional  student  who  is  concerned  in  tracing  the  development 
of  Parliamentary  institutions.  A  somewhat  similar  illustration,  it  may  be  mentioned,  figures  in 
Fiddes'  Life  of  Wolsey,  showing  the  House  of  Lords  as  it  was  in  the  Cardinal's  time.  It  is 
accompanied  by  an  interesting  explanation  by  Anstis,  Garter  King  at  Arms.  This  authority 
describes  the  cross  bench  containing  the  seven  jiersons  as  a  continuation  of  the  barons'  bench, 
the  other  part  of  it  being  close  to  the  side  wall  of  the  House  and  behind  the  earls'  bench. 
The  man  with  a  chain  round  his  neck  is,  in  his  opinion,  not  the  Speaker,  but  the  Prior  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  The  Commons  in  this  row  are  rejiresented  as  standing  at  the  Bar,  and 
not,  as  in  the  earlier  picture,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  House. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem  in  our  modern  eyes,  women  were  an  essential  part  of  these 
early  deliberative  assemblies.  We  find,  for  example,  that  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the 
Abbesses   of  Shaftesbury,  Berking,   St.  Mary  of  Winchester,  and  of  Wilton    were    summoned  to 
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^Vestminster.  Again,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  111.  a  number  of  ladies  of  liigli  birth,  including 
Mary,  Countess  of  Norfolk,  Alienor,  Countess  of  Ormond,  Anne  Despencer,  Countess  of  Pembroke, 
and  jNIatilda,  Countess  of  Oxford,  were  required  by  writ  to  give  tlieir  attendance  in  the 
National  Council  Chamber.  It  is  possible  that  the  summoning  in  most  cases  was  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  At  all  events  there  is  evidence  that  a  custom  existed  of  allowing  peeresses^  ta 
be  represented  by  proxy,  and  that  this  continued  until  as  late  as  the  time  of  Henry  VIII4  Tii 
that  monarch's  reign  a  suit  was  brought  by  a  jMr.  Wymbish,  who  had  married  Baroness  de 
Talboys,  to  secure  recognition  of  his  right  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  behalf  of  his 
wife.  His  claim  was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  as  he  had  no  children  there  could  be 
no  right  of  rejjresentation.  After  this  the  custom  of  female  representation  by  proxy  fell  into 
disuse,  and  when  Elizabeth  mounted  the  throne  it  seems  to  have  disappeared  altogether. 

As  far  as  the  general  rejiresentation  in  these  earlier  Parliaments  is  concerned,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  of  a  particularly  inspiring  kind.  P"or  many  years  the  popular  delegate 
was  a  humble  individual  admitted  on  sufferance  to  tlie  comjjany  of  his  betters  to  aid,  in 
spasmodic  and  ill-defined  fosliion,  in  ministering  to  the  material  needs  of  his  sovereign.  A' 
knight  of    the    shire,   with    local    propertied    interests    demanding    his  attention,    or   a    burgess^ 

with  claims  of  an  even  more  urgent  character  upon 
his  time,  he  went  unwillingly  to  Westmin.-;ter.  In 
those  days  the  roads  were  bad  and  dangerous  to 
travel,  and  there  was  little  in  town  life  to  compensate 
for  the  perils  and  expense  of  the  journey,  which  was 
in  some  cases  protracted  to  weeks. 

As  for  the  dignity  of  the  position  which  now 
makes  membership  of  the  popular  House  so  great 
an  object  of  ambition  to  many,  it  was  non-existent. 
The  representative,  esi^ecially  if  he  sat  for  a  town, 
oftentimes  excited  comjiassion  rather  than  envy.  He 
was  a  sort  of  upper  servant,  who  had  arduous  and 
occasionally  unpleasant  duties  to  perform,  and  whose 
opinions  were  of  so  little  account  that  he  was  only 
allowed  to  express  them  by  proxy.  Like  any  other 
servant,  he  had  his  wages.  These  varied  according 
to  the  period.  In  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century 
they  appear  to  have  stood  at  two  shillings  a  day, 
and  even  less,  judging  from  an  entry  in  the  Canterbury 
records.*  A  century  later  they  had  risen  to  something 
like  fi\e  shillings  a  day  for  each  day  spent  either  in 
attendance  in  Parliament  or  in  travelling  to  or  fro 
iietween  Westminster  and  the  borough.  ^^■here  a 
town  wislied  to  be  i)articularly  generous,  it  sometimes 
brought  the  allowances  up  to  as  much  as  ten  shillings 
[ler  diem.  But  for  the  most  part  the  honour  of  send- 
ing a  representative  to  Parliament  was  so  little 
appreciated  that  the  townsmen  were  only  too  glad 
of  an  e.xcuse  to  get  rid  of  the  obligation.  It  is  on 
record  that,  as  a  special  favour,  Richard  II.,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  action  of  the  inhabitants  of  Colchester 
in  fortifying  their  town,  absolved  them  for  five  years 
from  the  obligation  of  sending  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment.    Edward  III.  granted  a   similar  "privilege"  to 

•  "144i-5.      In  tliis   rear  the  wage  of   John  dialling,  who  represented  the   city  in  Parliament,  was  reduced  from 
two  shillings  to  twelve  pence  a  day."— Historical  JI.S.,  0th   Report,  p.  145. 


GEUI-'FREy  CHAUCEH, 

Tlie  Father  of  English  Poetry,  sometime  Clerk  of 
the  AVorks  at  Westminster  vintler  appointment  from 
Richard  II. 
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PARLIAMENT   OF   BDWAK0    I. 
3  ami  interesting  picture  is  i.i..l),ilily  the  earliest  authentic  view  in  existence  of  Parliament  in  ! 


the  county  of  Northumberland,  out  of  consideration  for  theu-  poverty  owing  to  the  raids  of  the 
Scots.  On  like  grounds  Lancashire  enjoyed  the  felicity  of  being  unrepresented  in  several 
Parliaments.  It  sometimes  happened  that  the  payment  was  made  in  kind,  as  in  1463,  in  the 
case  of  Sir  John  Strange,  the  member  for  the  then  important  seaport  of  Dunwich,  who  agreed 
to  take  "a  cade  and  half  a  barrel  of  herrings  for  his  fee." 

Occasionally  the    constituency  deemed    itself  fortunate  in  finding   an    individual    who  would 
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represent  them  at  Westminster  gratuitously.  A  case  of  this  kind  was  that  of  Sir  Robert 
Hitcham,  Anne  of  Denmark's  Attorney-General  and  Judge  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Ely, 
who,  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  undertook  to  serve  the  borough  of  King's  Lynn 
gratuitously,  '•  in  consideration  of  wbich  tender  care  i'or  their  pecuniary  resources,  the 
Corporation,  on  the  occasion  of  his  passing  through  the  town  on  his  way  to  Ely  in  July  ICIO, 
entertained  him  handsomely  and  gave  him  a  gratuity  of  twenty  pounds."  These  were  indeed 
halcyon  days  for  the  asjnring  jjublic  man.  But  there  was  a  reverse  to  the  picture.  The' 
hiring  implied  constant  service,  and  if  this  was  not  rendered — well,  the  paymaster  could  dock 
the  wages.  That  this  was  done  is  shown  by  the  records  of  the  Parliament  of  50  Edward  III., 
where  note  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the  wages  of  the  Knights  of  Gloucester  and  Oxford  were 
disallowed  "  because  they  neglected  their  work."  A  statute  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII."- 
indicates  that  at  that  later  jieriod  the  principle  of  no  work  no  pay  still  obtained.  This  sets 
forth  that  the  law  and  custom  of  Parliament  was  "that  no  members  have  writs  to  levy  their 
expenses  but  those  who  staid  to  the  end  of  the  session,  such  only  excepted  who  had  licence 
to  depart,  who  should  have  their  expenses  down  to  the  time  of  departure  provided  they 
returned  to  the  performance  of  their  duties."  This  loss,  adds  the  ordinance,  "  was  accounted  a 
great  disparagement,  yea,  punishment,  in  former  times,  making  them  contemptible  in  the 
counties  and  cities  for  which  they  served."  Marvell,  who  sat  for  Hull  at  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  was  one  of  the  last  Parliamentary  representatives  to  receive  wages.  The 
last  formal  record  of  a  payment,  however,  is  in  1681,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  King,  who  sat 
for  Harwich,  and  instituted  successful  proceedings  against  the  borough  for  arrears  of  salary  as 
member. 

Long  before  the  system  of  jjayment  of  members  was  finally  abandoned,  a  practice  had 
arisen  of  fining  members  for  laxit}'  of  attendance.  As  far  back  as  1382  an  "ordinance  for 
the  more  regular  attendance  in  Parliament"  was  made,  inflicting  j'^iins  and  penalties  on 
absentees.  This  declared  that  "  all  and  singular  persons  and  commonalities  who  shall  henceforth 
have  summons  of  Parliament  shall  come  as  they  were  bound  to  do  and  had  been  accustomed 
in  ancient  times  "  ;  and  it  went  on  to  say  "  that  whatsoever  person  who  shall  thenceforth  have 
such  summons,  be  he  Archbishop,  Bishop,  Abbott,  Prior-,  Duke,  Earl,  Baron,  Bannerett,  Knight 
of  County,  Citizen  of  City,  Burgess  of  Borough,  or  other  singular  person  or  commonalty 
whatsoever,  shall  be  absent  or  shall  not  come  on  such  summons,  if  he  cannot  reasonably  and, 
honestly  have  excuse  towards  the  King,  shall  be  amerced  and  otherwise  punished."  In  the 
troublous  times  of  JNIary,  a  body  of  members,  thirty-seven  in  number,  who  kept  away  from 
the  House  to  avoid  participation  in  the  persecuting  measm-es  of  the  reign,  were  criminally 
prosecuted   and    fined.     A    like   fate   overtook    some   absent  representatives  in    the    twenty-third 


Old-Time    Parliaments    and    Parliament    M 


en 


15 


year  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  when  fines  of  £20  were  imposed  on  knights  and  ;glO  on  burgesses. 
Again,  in  Stuart  days,  when  the  great  struggle  between  the  Parliament  and  the  King  was  in 
progress,  repeated  efforts  were  made  to  keep  members  up  to  the  mark.  The  first  method 
adopted  to  secure  punctuality  of  attendance  was  a  fine  for  absence  at  prayers.  A  shilling, 
which  went  to  the  "poor-box,"  was  the  regular  impost.  It  happened  that  the  very  day  after 
an  order  iienalising  absent  members  in  this  fashion  had  been  passed  (in  October  1641),  the 
Speaker  himself  was  late.  Thereupon,  according  to  the  indefatigable  D'Ewes,  the  first  systematic 
repiorter  of  Parliamentary  proceedings,  "  Sir  H.  Mildmay  stood  up  and  said  to  the  Speaker  he  did 
hope  that  hereafter  he  would  come  in  time ;  which  made  the  SjJeaker  throw  down  twelvepence 
upon  the  table."  D'Ewes  argued  ingeniously  that  the  order  was  to  fine  "after  prayers,"  and 
that,  therefore,  the  Speaker  had  not  transgressed;  but  "the  Speaker  having  cast  do^vn  his 
shilling  would  not  take  it  up  again." 

In  1647,  according  to  Eush worth,  more  stringent  measures  were  adoj)ted.  On  October  9th 
in  that  year,  a  "  call  of  the  House  "  was  ordered,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  members  being 
found  absent,  the  House,  after  debating  the  subject  all  day,  "  ordered  that  such  members  as 
have  not  apjpeared  according  to  summons  shall  pay  the  sum  of  £20."  It  is  not  clear  that  the 
fine  was  ever  paid,  but  whether  so  or  not,  the  measures  adopted  were  not  very  effectual, 
judging  from  the  frequent  references  to  the  same  subject  in  subsequent  debates,  and  the 
repeated  orders  of  the  House  passed  to  enforce  attendance.  With  the  dawn  of  the  eighteenth 
century  the  system  had  disappeared.  There  had  then  come  into  Parliament  the  sjjort-loving, 
pleasure-seeking,  hard-drinking  and  swearing  country  gentleman  of  the  Squire  Western  type, 
and  with  his  advent  Parliamentary  representation  became  fashionable.  To  be  a  member  of 
Parliament  was  to  be  a  personality.  So  far  from  requiring  to  be  paid  for  services,  men 
of    position    were    only    too    eager    to    pay    for    the    privilege.      In    process    of    time    enormous 


RieH.4.ED    II.   PASSING   SENTENCE   OF   BANISHMENT   ON   THE   DUKE   OP  HEREFOBD   (AFTERWARDS   HENRV   IV.) 
AND    THE   EAUL  MARSHAL,   THE  DUKE   OP  NORFOLK. 


Tlie  episode  took  plai 


B  of  the  apiUtments  of  the  njace,  protably  in  the  Painteil  Chamber. 
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fortunes    were    squandered  on  a  single  election,  such  was  the  social  lustre  which  a    seat    at    St. 
Stephen's  shed  upon  its  occupants. 

In  dealing  with  the  personal  aspect  of  the  old  Parliaments  we  have  somewhat  outstripped 
our  narrative,  and  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  a  considerable  period  in  order  to  resume  once 
more  the  thread.  When  Parliament  was  last  seen  in  action  it  was  as  a  single  body,  conducting 
its  deliberations  oftentimes  in  the  actual  presence  of  the  King.  This  system  continued  until  as 
late  as  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  when  a  separation  was  decreed,  partly, 
probably,  for  reasons  of  State,  partly  for  prosaic  considerations  connected  with  the  difficulty  of 
finding  accommodation  in  the  Palace  for  the  increasing  numbers  brought  together  by  the  meetings 
of  Parliament,  now  held  with  a  certain  regularity.  It  was  in  the  ancient  Chapter  House  of  the 
Abbey  across  the  way  that  the  faithful  Commons  found  a  refuge.  In  this  beautiful  old  building, 
consecrated  already  by  many  great  traditions,  the  Commons  House  set  itself  to  establish  an 
independent  position.  There  it  continued  for  the  best  part  of  two  centuries,  making  history, 
and  consolidating,  meanwhile,  the  power  of  the  people.  The  last  sitting  was  held  on  the  day 
of  Henry  VIII. 's  death.  There  is  a  curious  story  connected  with  the  members'  departure.  This 
is  to  the  effect  that  on  one  occasion  the  Commons,  forgetting  the  solemn  purpose  of  their 
assembling,  became  so  riotous  and  created  so  great  a  tm-moil  that  the  Abbot  waxed  indignant 
at  the  jirofanation,  and  collecting  a  sufficiently  strong  party  tm-ned  the  whole  legislative 
company  out  of  his  house  and  swore  that  the  place  should  not  again  be  defiled  with  a  like 
rabble.  It  is  an  amusing  tale,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  has  any  greater  foundation 
tlian  many  other  picturesque  fables  with  which  the  pages  of  history  are  strewn.  The  likeliest 
explanation  is  that  the  accession  of  Edward  VI.  gave  greater  freedom  to  ministers  of  state, 
and  so  paved  the  way  for  the  return  of  the  Commons  to  the  Palace,  where  their  presence  was 
desirable  from  many  points  of  view. 


CHAPTER    II. 

MEMORIES  OF  ST.   STEPHEN'S— THE  SIXTEENTH    CENTURY. 


The  poi^ular  branch  of  the  Legislature  migrated  from  one  famous  building  to  a  not  less  historic 
one.  Its  new  home  was  the  Collegiate  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  a  glorious  fane  which,  as 
history  clearly  shows,  had  a  foremost  place  amongst  the  great  ecclesiastical  edifices  of  the 
country  in  decorative  beauty  and  architectural  dignity.  Here  it  remained  located  for  the  next 
three  hundred  years,  gathering  to  it  a  wealth  of  tradition  unsurpassed  by  that  of  any  purely 
secular  building  in  the  country.  Looking  back  upon  those  records  of  three  centuries,  so  crowded 
with  e\ents  of  high  national  importance,  so  strangely  moving  in  their  personal  associations,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  regret  that  the  name  now  alone  remains  of  the  historic  edifice.  We  could 
have  wished  to  see  the  j)lace  where  the  battles  of  English  freedom  were  fought — to  have 
surveyed  the  stage  upon  which  were  enacted  some  of  the  greatest  dramas  in  the  world's  political 
history.  But  if  the  material 
substance  is  not  there,  the  grace- 
ful shadows  of  old  time  linger, 
reminding  us  of  the  departed 
glories  of  a  spot  which  will  ever  be 
sacred  ground  to  the  Englishman. 
Compared  with  what  it  was 
afterwards  to  become,  the  popular 
chamber  at  this  period  upon  which 
it  first  entered  into  possession  of 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel  was  an  in- 
significant body  indeed.  Known 
familiarly  as  the  Nether  House, 
it  acted  up  to  its  title.  Just 
before  its  removal,  when  the  im- 
perious Wolsey,  acting  as  the 
jackal  for  his  Royal  master, 
bounced  into  the  House  "  with  his 
maces,  with  his  pillars,  his  pole- 
axes,  his  crosse,  his  hatte,  and 
the  great  seal,  too,"  to  demand 
a  subsidy  of  a  fifth  part  of  every 
man's  goods — as  barefaced  an  act 
of  regal  spoliation  as  ever  was 
attempted — he  was  received  by 
Sir  Thomas  jMore,  the  Speaker, 
on  his  knees,  and  an  abject  apology 
was  tendered  for  the  silence  of  the 
members,  who  were  "  abashed  at 
the  sight  of  so  noble  a  personage, 
who  was  able  to  awe  the  wisest  and 
most  learned  men  in  the  realm." 


SIR  THOilAS   MOKE. 


From  a  painting  after  Holbein,  showing  tbo  famous  Speaker  of  the  Hoiise  of  Commo 
Lord  Chancellor  at  the  age  of  4". 
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It  was  in  a  more  self-reliant  spirit  that  the  rarliaincnt  of  Kilward  ^'I.  addressed  itself  to 
its  duties,  and  the  sanctioning  of  the  Book  of  ("oinmon  Prayer  will  live  as  a  splendid 
monument  of  its  courage  and  devotion  to  the  public  interests.  But  the  growth  in  jjower 
indicated  by  the  passing  of  this  and  other  beneficent  legislation  was  only  transitory.  When 
in  November  1553— the  same  year — the  Commons  sent  through  their  Speaker  a  message  to 
Queen  Mary  protesting  against  her  projected  union  with  Philip  of  Spain,  they  accepted  meekly 
a  rebuil"  conveyed  to  them  in  terms  intended  to  be  discourteous.  "  We  have  heard,"  said  the 
indignant  Queen,  "much  from  you  of  the  incommodities  which  may  attend  our  marriage— we 
have  not  heard  of  the  commodities  thereof — one  of  which  is  of  some  weight  with  us — the 
commodity,  namely,  of  our  private  inclination.  We  have  not  forgotten  our  Coronation  oath. 
We  shall  marry  as  God  direct  our  choice,  to  His  honour   and    our    country's   good."     P'ar    more 
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CAUU1>AX.    UuLStV. 
The  great  ecclesi.ist  and  Minister  of  the   reign    of   Henry  VIII 
chief  residence  was  York  Place  (now  Whiteliall). 
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about  the  disposition 
to  defend  their  own 
Court  jirudently  di'ew 
in  this  instance,  how- 
liring  into  the  stronger 
servility  which  char- 
actions. 

were  scourged  with 
were  whipjjed  with 
Imperious  by  nature, 
garded  with  an  ini- 
never  attempted  to 
ments,  as  she  con- 
popular  authority, 
of  softness  to  be  found 
speeches  to  the  House 
address  of  Parliament 
to  herself  a  husband. 
Elizabeth  did  not 
'•She    intended,"    she    said,  "to  spend   her 


own  life  for  the  good  of  her  people ;  and  if  she  married  she  would  choose  a  husband  who 
would  be  as  careful  for  them  as  herself.  If,  on  the  contrary,  she  continued  in  her  present 
mind,  she  could  not  doubt  that  with  the  helji  of  Parliament  the  succession  might  be  secured, 
and  some  fit  governor  might  be  provided,  peradventure  more  beneficial  to  the  realm  than 
such  ofiFspring  as  might  come  of  her."  "  Children,"  she  added,  were  uncertain  blessings,  and 
for  herself  "  it  would  be  enough  that  a  marble  stone  should  declare  that  a  Queen  having 
reigned  such  a  time,  lived  and  died  a  vh-gin." 

The  graciousness  of  this  message  was  so  little  maintained  in  subsequent  communications 
that  the  wonder  will  ever  be  how  her  Majesty  brought  herself  to  the  frame  of  mind  to  meet 
such  an  intrusion  into  her  private  affairs  with  the  honeyed  words  she  did.  P'or  the  most 
part  her  attitude  towards  the  popular  chamber  was  that  of  a   schoolmaster   towards   a   body   of 


l-iuM  lui  oriyi.ud  drtucuuj  (,_„  A.  D.  JlcCorlnal.. 

AN   INTBUSION   UPON   THE   COMMONS   IN   THE  CHAPTER   HOnSE. 

"  The  impeiioua  Wolsey  bounced  into  the  House  to  ilemand  a  subsidy  of  a  fiftb  of  every  man's  goods. 
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rebellious  pupils.  \Vlicii  importuned  a  second  time  to  marry,  the  peers  on  this  occasion  joining 
in  the  petition,  she  replied  scathingly,  •'  she  was  not  surprised  at  the  Commons ;  they  had  small 
experience,  and  had  acted  like  boys;  but  that  the  Lords  should  have  gone  along  with  them, 
she  confessed  had  filled  her  with  wonder."  The  fine  contempt  for  the  Commons  which  the 
Queen  showed  in  this  instance  took  a  deeper  note  when  it  fell  to  her  to  dissolve  Parliament 
somewhat  later.  Enraged  at  the  attitude  of  the  House,  she  stood  forward  and  delivered  an 
explosive  harangue,  in  which  in  familiar  parlance  she  gave  the  Commons  "  a  bit  of  her  mind  " 

and  a  considerable  bit  too.      "  I   have   in    this   assembly   found    such    dissimulation   where    1 

always  professed  plainness,  that  I  marvel  thereat;  yea,  two  faces  under  one  hood  and  the  body 
rotten,  being  covered  with  the  two  visors,  succession  and  liberty — which  they  determined  must 
be  either  presently  granted,  denied,  or  deferred  ;  in  granting  whereof  they  had  their  desire, 
and  denying  or  deferring  thereof — those  things  being  so  plaudable  as,  indeed,  to  all  men  they 
are — they  thought  to  work  me  that  mischief  which  never  foreign  country  could  bring  to  pass, 
which  is  the  hatred  of  the  Commons."  "  Henceforth,"  she  said  in  conclusion,  "  whether  I  live 
to  see  the  like  assembly  or  no,  or  whoever  it  be,  yet  beware  how  you  prove  your  prince's 
patience  as  you  have  now  done  mine." 

Elizabeth's  bark  was  worse  than  her  bite,  and  after  this  violent  tirade  she  sent  the 
Commons  away  "  with  comfortable  words."  But  that  she  could  bite  on  occasion  was  proved 
a  few  years  later,  when  an  attempt  was  made  by  an  over-venturesome  member  to  thwart  the 
imperious  lady's  will.  The  trouble  arose  out  of  the  discussion  of  two  bills  respecting  Church 
rites  and  ceremonies.  Hearing  that  these  were  before  the  House,  Elizabeth  sent  express 
commands  that  from  henceforth  no  bills  concerning  religion  were  to  be  considered  without 
the  prior  approval  of  the  clergy.  In  fear  and  trembling  at  their  Eoyal  mistress's  anger,  the 
Commons  sent  up  the  measures  to  the  Queen,  humbly  beseeching  her  Majesty  "  not  to  conceive 


HOWS   LATIMEK   PREACHING   BEFORE   KING    EDWARD    VI.    IN   THE   ■■  rUliAL'UING-l'LACE       AT    \VEST.MINsT£K. 


Memories   of  St.   Stephen's — The   Sixteenth  Century        21 


an  ill  opinion  of  the  House  if  so  it 
were  that  her  Majesty  should  not 
like  well  of  the  said  bills,  or  of  the 
parties  that  prepared  them."  The 
anticipation  of  trouble  was  speedily 
fulfilled.  On  the  following  day  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Household  reported 
"  that  her  Majesty  seemed  utterly  to 
mislike  the  first  bill,  and  him  that 
brought  the  same  into  the  House." 
Her  further  will  and  pleasure  was 
that  the  measure  should  be  abandoned. 
Thus  brought  up,  the  Commons  re- 
sponded like  a  well-whipped  hound 
— the  bills  were  promptly  abandoned. 
But  there  was  one  man,  Peter  Went- 
worth,  who  did  not  relish  the  subser- 
vience of  the  House  and  the  growing 
insolence  of  the  Crown.  He  held  his 
peace  at  the  time,  but  when  some 
little  while  after  the  episode  described 
her  ^Majesty  sent  down  a  message  to 
the  House  commanding  them  to 
refrain  from  all  further  speeches  or 
arguments  touching  the  business  of 
the  Queen  of  Scots  and  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  upon  which  there  had 
been  some  debate,  he  as  soon  as 
opportunity  presented  broke  out  into 
decidedly  unparliamentary,  if  not  un- 
constitutional language.  "In  this 
House,  which  is  termed  a  place  of  free  speech,"  he  remarked,  "  there  is  nothing  so  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  Prince  and  State  as  free  speech ;  and  without  this  it  is  a  scorn 
and  a  mockery  to  call  it  a  Parliament  House,  for  in  truth  it  is  none  but  a  very  school 
of  flattery  and  dissimulation.  Two  things,  jNIr.  S^jeaker,  do  great  hurt  in  this  place :  the 
one  is  a  rumour  that  the  Queen's  Majesty  liketh  not  such  a  matter — whosoever  j)referreth 
it  she  will  be  offended  with  him  ;  or  the  contrary.  The  other  is  a  message  sometimes  brought 
into  the  House,  desiring  that  this  or  that  complaint  should  not  be  mentioned.  He  wished 
such  rumours  and  messages  were  buried  with  the  father  of  them  in  hell."  The  House  was 
horrified  at  this  rank  blasphemy,  and  still  more,  no  doubt,  at  the  daring  criticism  of  the  Lord's 
anointed.  "  Out  of  a  reverent  regard  of  her  Majesty's  honour,"  they  stopped  him  from  further 
committing  himself,  and  to  additionally  dissociate  themselves  from  his  sentiments  ordered  that 
he  "should  be  presently  committed  to  the  Serjeant's  ward  as  prisoner,  and  so  remaining  should 
be  examined  upon  his  said  speech  for  the  extenuating  his  fault  therein,  by  a  committee 
consisting  of  all  the  Privy  Council  being  of  this  House  and  other  members."  As  a  sequel  to 
the  examination,  which  was  conducted  in  the  Star  Chamber,  Wentworth  was  sent  to  the  Tower, 
where  he  remained  for  a  month,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  Her  JNIajesty  graciously  sent 
word  to  the  House  that  he  had  been  sufficiently  punished.  The  obsequious  Commons  hardly 
knew  how  to  express  themselves  in  words  fulsome  enough  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
(Queen's  magnanimity.  A  harangue  was  delivered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  her  Majesty's 
clemency  and  goodness,  and  members  were  exhorted  to  take  the  incident  to  heart,  "lest  that 
in  forgetting  our  duties  so  far,  we  may  give  just  cause  to  our  gracious  Sovereign  to  think  that 


.SIR    NICHOLAS    BACON. 
FiithL-r  of   the  ilhistrious  Lord  Bacon.     Lord  Keeper  in  tlie  reign  of  Elizabetli 
Remarkable  in  his  Later  years  for  his  corpulence.    This  occasioned  the  Queen's  remarii 
"Sir  Nichola-^'s  soul  lodj 
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tliis  her  clemency  hath  given  occa- 
sion of  further  boldness,  and  thereby 
so  much  grieve  and  provoke  her, 
as,  contrary  to  her  most  gracious 
and  mild  consideration,  she  be 
constrained  to  change  her  natural 
clemency  into  necessary  and  just 
severity." 

In  January  1580,  on  the  meeting 
of  a  new  Parliament,  a  further  oppor- 
tunity occurred  for  the  House  to 
testify  its  lack  of  backbone.  Paul 
Wentworth.  brother  of  the  previous 
culprit,  having  brought  forward  and 
secured  the  passing  of  a  motion  in 
favour  of  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
at  the  Temple  Church,  and  decreeing 
that  Parliamentary  proceedings  should 
commence  every  day  with  a  sermon, 
Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  the  Vice- 
Chamberlain,  came  hot-foot  from  the 
Palace  to  deliver  a  sarcastic  message 
from  the  Queen  to  the  efifect  that 
"  she  did  much  admire  at  so  great 
a  rashness  in  the  House  as  to  put 
in  execution  such  an  innovation  with- 
out her  privity  and  pleasure  first 
made  known  to  them."'  The  effect 
of  the  Queen's  words  was  electrical. 
Members  almost  tumbled  over  eacli 
other  in  their  eagerness  to  supi)ort 
a  motion  of  this  tenor  :  "  That  the 
House  should  acknowledge  their 
offence  and  contemjit,  and  humbly 
crave  forgiveness  with  a  full  purpose 
to  forbear  committing  the  like  for 
the  future."  Degradation  could 
scarcely  further  go ;  but  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  there  were  still  some  who  were  not 
prejjared  to  allow  the  House  to  be  ridden  over  rough-shod  without  so  much  as  a  protest. 
Peter  Wentworth,  undeterred  by  previous  experience  of  the  weight  of  the  Queen's  strong  right 
arm,  on  the  assembling  of  Parliament,  and  unmoved  by  a  fiery  speech  from  the  throne  in 
reprobation  of  "  idle  heads  which  will  not  stick  to  hazard  their  own  estates,  which  will  meddle 
with  reforming  the  Church  and  transforming  the  Commonwealth,"  presented  a  petition  "desiring 
the  lords  of  the  Upper  House  to  join  with  them  of  the  Lower,  in  imploring  her  Majesty  to 
entail  the  succession  of  the  Crown,  for  which  they  bad  already  prepared  a  bill."  The  defiance 
was  too  deliberate  to  pass  unnoticed.  Swiftly  the  bolt  descended,  not  only  upon  the  daring 
Wentworth,  but  upon  his  seconder  and  two  other  members  who  had  spoken  in  fixvour  of 
the  measure.  In  durance  they  remained  for  some  time.  It  might  be  supposed  that  by  this 
time  the  protesters  had  sufifered  enough  to  convince  them  that  the  game  was  a  dangerous 
one.  But  there  was  something  of  the  stubbornness  of  the  Parliamentarians  of  a  succeeding 
generation  in  their  temperament;  and  when  another  Parliament  met,  in  1593,  the  dauntless 
Peter  Wentworth   was    found    at    the    fore    courting    the    Queen's    displeasure    by    reviving    the 
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question  of  the  succession.  Tlie  usual  result  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course.  Wentworth  was 
soon  occupying  his  old  quarters  in  the  Tower,  and  Sir  Henry  Bromley  and  two  other  members 
who  had  been  guilty  of  like  indiscretions  were  enjoying  a  less  exalted  martyrdom  in  the  Fleet. 
A  timid  protest  was  raised  in  the  House  against  these  imprisonments,  but  nothing  came  of  it ; 
and  meantime  another  member,  a  Mr.  Morriee,  brought  himself  into  hot  water  by  daring  to 
draft  two  bills  touching  the  abuses  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts.  They  never  came  formally 
before  the  House,  but  the  Queen  got  news  of  them,  and  she  sent  for  the  Speaker,  with  the 
consequence  that  the  unfortunate  member  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer — of  all  persons— and  he  was  dealt  with  as  the  heinousness  of  his  offence 
demanded.  JNIorrice  was  the  last  of  the  victims  of  Elizabeth's  caprice.  When  a  new  Parliament 
met  her  infirmities  were  creeping  on  her,  and  the  assertive  spirit  which  had  distinguished  her 
relations  with  the  popular  representatives  in  earlier  times  was  no  longer  what  it  was.  To  the 
close,  however,  she  continued  to  make  the  Commons  "  know  their  place."'  They  realised  that 
though  the  rein  was  loose  it  was  still  firmly  held. 

The  Parliament's  abject  submissiveness  in  the  face  of  Elizabeth's  domineering  treatment 
cannot  be  denied  or  wholly  extenuated.  Even  Hatsell,  its  faithful  servitor  and  admirer,  is 
comjjelled  to  acknowledge  that  a  lamentable  lack  of  spirit  was  shown  in  meeting  the  repeated 
encroachments  of  the  Crown.  Elizabeth,  on  her  part,  we  may  readily  believe,  held  the  pojaular 
representatives  in  wholesome  contempt.  Susceptible  though  she  was  to  flattery,  she  could  not 
tolerate  the  fulsome  adulation  with  which  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Commons  to  overwhelm 
her.  After  the  defeat  of  the  Armada,  when  she  was  addressed  by  the  Speaker  (Crooke)  and 
told  in  the  customary  insincere  style  that  "  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  had  been  defended  by 
the  mighty  arm  of  their  dread  and  sacred  queen,"  Elizabeth  bluntly  replied,  "No,  but  by  the 
mighty  hand  of  God,  Mr.  Speaker."  There  was  here  the  honest  dislike  of  the  strong  mind 
for  the  cringer,  and  almost  the  whole  history  of  Elizabeth's  Parliament  is  one  of  abasement 
and    "whispering   humbleness."      Its   position    of   degradation  is  well  illustrated  by  an  incident 

which  occurred  shortly  after  Elizabeth's  death. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  opening  of  Parliament 

"  the  faithful  Commons  "  crowded  to  the  Upper 

House,  as  was  their  wont ;    but  the  way  was 

barred  to  them  by  a  Yeoman    of  the  Guard, 

Brian    Tash     by    name,    who    seeing     them 

approaching,  slammed  the  door  on  them  with 

the  contemptuous  words,  "  Goodmen  burgesses, 

you    come    not  here."      The    "  goodmen  bm'- 

gesses "    had  to  pocket    their   affront   as    best 

they  could  ;    but  the  time  was    coming  when 

they  were  to  be  held  in  very  different    esti- 
mation.    A  mighty  leaven  was  working  which 

was    destined    to  bring  the    j^opular    chamber 

into   a   position    of  undisputed  authority  and 

eminence. 

Servile  as  Elizabeth's  Parliaments  mostly 

were,   they    left   a   conspicuous    mark    on   the 

statute  book  of  the  country.     The   system  of 

poor  law  administi-ation  which  is  in  operation 

to-day  was  founded  by  them.     To  theui  also 

belongs  the  bonom'  of  the  initiation  of  the  laws 

relating  to  the  maintenance   of  highways,  the 

building  of  bridges,  and  the  administration  of 

charitable  trusts.     In  all  directions  there  was 

steady  development  in  the  domain  of  domestic 
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s  quaint  picture  of  Elizabeth's  great  minister  is  reproduced  fro 
en^^aving  of  a  portrait  in  the  Bodleian  Gallery,  Oxford. 
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govemment.  Norwasthe 
jipiiod  unfruitful  in 
higher  constitutional 
achievements.  The  power 
of  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives to  control  their 
own  affairs  was  asserted 
on  several  occasions,  and 
not  unsuccessfully  ;  and 
the  right  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  deal  with 
contested  election  returns 
was  also  upheld.  With 
a  monarch  less  able  and 
determined  than  Eliza- 
beth there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  constitutional 
struggle,  which  subse- 
quently burst  upon  the 
country,  would  have  been 
hastened  by  many  years. 
As  it  was,  it  was  only 
by  packing  the  House 
of  Commons  with  her 
subservient  tools,  and 
by  the  exercise  of  arts 
and  artifices  which  she 
knew  so  well  how  to 
practise,  that  the  Queen 
held  her  own  so  well  as 
she  did. 

Elizabeth's  con- 
nection with  the  Palace 
of    Westminster,     apart 

from  her  frequent  appearances  upon  its  Parliamentary  stage,  was  a  very  close  one.  She  had 
a  portion  of  the  old  buildings  reconstructed  for  her  use,  and  occasionally  lived  there,  holding 
Court  with  the  magnificence  characteristic  of  her  reign.  In  one  apartment,  standing  upon  the 
site  of  the  Old  Court  of  Exchequer,  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Westminster  Hall,  according  to 
tradition,  she  was  accustomed  to  divert  herself  with  music  played  by  musicians  placed  in  a 
gallery  which  occupied  one  end  of  the  room.  Another  apartment  close  by  was  used  by  the 
Queen  as  a  sleeping-chamber,  and  was  identified  with  her  name  long  after  she  had  passed 
away.  W'estminster  then,  as  Aggas's  map  shows,  was  a  widely  different  place  to  what  it  is 
to-day.  But  it  was  not  without  its  advantages  from  the  residential  standpoint.  The  river  then 
was  the  great  highway  between  the  City  and  the  West;  and  the  proximity  of  the  Palace 
Gardens  to  it  facilitated  the  arrangements  for  those  water  pageants  in  which  the  Virgin  Queen 
found  so  much  enjoyment.  Taking  it  all  in  all.  the  Elizabethan  period  of  St.  Stephen's  was 
one  of  the  most  interesting,  as  well  as  important,  in  the  history  of  the  Palace. 
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The  oreat  monarch,  whose  reign  witnessed  such  a  splendid  advance  in  the  power  and  prestige  oi  the  country.  Famous  in 
°  constitutional  annals  for  her  vigorous  speeches  m  i';.rlianient. 
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MEMORIES  OF  ST.  STEPHEN'S  {continued)— THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY. 

It  was  a  remarkable  transition  from  the  sway  of  the  masculine  Elizabeth  to  that  of  the 
pedantic,  logic-chopping  James.  As  one  writer  well  puts  it,  "  it  was  as  if  the  Crown  had  passed 
not  from  a  woman  to  a  man,  but  from  a  man  to  a  woman."  Vanity  was  a  marked  characteristic 
of  both  monarchs,  but  there  was  this  difference,  that  while  Elizabeth's  native  shrewdness  always 
prevented  her  from  allowing  her  weakness  to  militate  against  her  personal  interests  or  those  of 
the  State,  James  was  so  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  his  individual  importance  that  he  continually 
pushed  matters  to  extremes  merely  to  assert  his  personal  dignity. 

From  the  very  outset  of  the  reign  there  was  friction  between  the  King  and  Parliament. 
A  disputed  election  return,  the  imprisonment  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
Fleet  for  debt,  in  violation  of  the  privi- 
lege of  Parliament,  and  the  committal 
to  the  Tower  of  Sir  Christopher  Pigott, 
member  for  Bucks,  for  words  used  in 
the  House,  each  in  its  turn  provided 
material  for  controversy.  In  all  these 
cases  James  prudently  abandoned  his 
claims  when  he  found  that  they  were 
untenable ;  and  this  circumstance,  com- 
bined with  the  influence  of  the  discovery 
of  the  Gunjiowder  Plot,  to  which  we  shall 
have  to  refer  at  greater  length  in  a 
subsequent  chapter,  tended  to  disarm  the 
Commons.  Even  when  he  a  little  later 
ventured  upon  the  extreme  course  of 
levying  imposts  without  the  consent  of 
the  Commons,  there  was  no  other  action 
on  their  part  but  a  dignified  protest, 
followed  by  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  pass 
a  Bill  rescinding  the  illegal  taxation. 
P^or  years  the  wrangling  went  on,  inter- 
mitted by  violent  acts  of  usurpation  on 
the  part  of  the  King  connected  with  the 
raising  of  funds,  and  disgraceful  episodes 
such  as  the  execution  of  Raleigh  on  a 
charge  of  treason  fifteen  years  old. 
James's  temj^er,  never  very  sweet,  com- 
pletely broke  down  on  several  occasions. 
After  one  jiarticularly  irritating  struggle 
with     Parliament,     in     1611,    he    wrote: 

"  Wherein  we    have    misbehaved    we    know  From  the pabUinr/ by  raul  ran  soma-. 

not,  but  .   .   .  our  fame  and  actions  have  james  i.,  aud  vi.  op  Scotland. 

been  tossed   like  tennis    balls  among    them,  in  whose  reign  the  struggle  for  constitutional  liberty  c 
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iuul  all  tluit  ii\)\U'  and  iiialire  durst  do  to  disgriU'o  and  iullaiiie  us  hath  boon  iispd.  To  be  short, 
this  lower  House  by  tlieir  behaviour  have  perilled  and  annoyed  our  health,  wounded  our 
reiiutation,  emboldened  all  ill-natured  people,  encroached  upon  many  of  our  ijrivileges,  and 
plagued  our  people  with  their  delays."  A  few  years  later,  maddened  by  the  tenacious 
assertion  by  the  Commons  of  their  privileges,  James  sent  for  them  to  Whitehall,  and  tore  up 
all  their  Bills  before  their  faces.  This  insult  was  only  a  pi-elude  to  an  even  more  dramatic 
display  of  contempt  for  the  pretensions  of  the  popular  chamber.  This  was  the  outrage  on  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  which  is  recognised  by  most  writers  as  one  of  the  great  constitutional 
landmarks. 

The  incident  arose  out  of  a  protracted  dispute  as  to  the  arrest  of  a  certain  Sir  Edwyn 
Sandys,  who  was  committed  to  prison  for  something  said  in  the  course  of  a  debate  in  the 
House.  The  House  had  promptly  challenged  the  King's  right  to  arrest ;  and  James,  while 
disclaiming  that  Sandys  was  arrested  for  his  speech  in  the  House,  as  promptly  asserted  his 
right  "  to  punish  any  man's  misdemeanours  in  Parliament,  as  well  during  their  sitting 
as  after,"  and  his  intention  to  exercise  that  right  when  "any  man's  insolent  behaviour''  there 
should    render    it    necessary  so  to  do.     Further  passages  of  arms  ensued;    and  then  the  House, 

on  December  18th,  1621, 
"  sitting  by  candlelight  " 
— a  most  unusual  circum- 
stance— caused  to  be 
entered  in  the  Journals  of 
the  House  the  famous 
protest.  Drawn  up  by 
Coke,  Noy,  Glanville,  and 
other  well-known  members 
of  the  time,  it  put  very 
succinctly  and  forcibly  the 
rights  of  Parliament.  It 
affirms  "  that  the  liberties, 
franchises,  privileges,  and 
jurisdiction  of  Parliament 
are  the  ancient  and  un- 
doubted birtliright  and 
inheritance  of  the  subjects 
of  England  ;  and  that  the 
arduous  and  urgent  affairs 
concerning  the  King,  State 
and  defence  of  the  realm, 
and  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  of  the 
making  and  maintenance 
of  laws  and  redress  of 
mischiefs  and  grievances 
which  daily  hai)iien  within 
this  realm,  are  proper  sub- 
jects and  matter  of  counsel 
and  debate  in  Parliament, 
and  that  in  the  handling 
and  prosecuting  of  those 
businesses,  every  member 
mi;   »ai,ii:i:  kai.k„;i,.  of  ^^^  jj^^gg   ^inth,  and  of 

iiiiiiii-...niii.  r.f    111   111.-   T.nvoi.  coiiiposod    his  "ro;it  "  History  uf  the  «„„J       '  _l  i.  i  i    j.        i 
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PARLIAMENT    IK   SESSION   IN   THE   KEIGN   OF  JAMES   I. 
The  picture  shows  a  j.risjner  kneeling  at  the  bar  receivicg  an  aJiuonilic.n  f  lom  tlie  Speaker. 

freedom  of  speech  to  j^ropound,  treat,  reason  and  bring  to  conclusion  the  same  ;  that  the 
Commons  in  Parliament  have  like  liberty  and  freedom  to  treat  of  those  matters  in  such  order 
as  in  their  j  udgments  shall  seem  fittest ;  and  that  every  such  member  of  the  said  House  hath 
like  freedom  from  all  impeachment,  imprisonment,  and  molestation  (other  than  by  censure  of  the 
House  itself)  for  or  concerning  any  bill,  speaking,  reasoning,  or  declaring  of  any  matter  or 
matters  touching  the  Parliament  or  Parliamentary  business;  and  that  if  any  of  the  said 
members  be  complained  of,  and  questioned  for  anything  said  or  done  in  Parliament,  the  same  is 
to  be  showed  to  the  Kino^  by  the  advice  and  assent  of  all  the  Commons  assembled  before  the 
King  give  credence  to  any  private  information." 

This  was  the  ever  memorable  declaration.  It  was  well  calculated  to  arouse  resentment  in 
a  monarch  whose  special  pride  it  was  that  he  was  endowed  with  absolute  powers.  But  James's 
anger  went  beyond  all  ordinary  bounds.  He  dispersed  the  House  by  a  compulsory  adjournment, 
and  commanded  that  the  Journal  Book  should  be  sent  to  Whitehall.  Then,  having  torn  out 
the  offending  page,  he  in  his  turn  "entered  of  record"  an  Act  of  Council  which  describes  the 
why  and  wherefore  of  his  action  : — 
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"  Whitehall,  30  Dec,  1G21. 

"iris  IMost  Excellent  Majesty  coming  this  day  to  the  Council,  the  Prince  his  Highness, 
and  all  the  Lords  and  others  of  his  ]\Iajestie"s  Privy  Council  sitting  about  him,  and  all  the 
judf^es  then  in  London,  which  were  six  in  number,  there  attending  ujTOn  liis  Majesty ;  the 
Clerk  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  was  called  for,  and  commanded  to  produce  his 
Journal  book,  wherein  was  noted  and  entries  made  of  most  passages  that  were  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament ;  and  amongst  other  things  there  was  written  down  the  Form  of  a  Pro- 
testation concerning  sundry  Liberties,  Privileges,  and  Franchises  of  Parliament ;  with  which  Form 
of  Protestation  his  JNIajesty  was  justly  offended." 

The  document  goes  on  to  give  reasons  which  his  iNIajesty  thought  fit  that  the  Protestation 
should  be  utterly  annihilated,  and  concludes  : — 

"  These  things  considered,  his  Majesty  did,  this  present  day,  in  full  Assembly  of  his  Council, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  judges,  declare  the  said  Protestation  to  be  invalid,  annulled,  void 
and    of    no    I'ft'ect  ;    and    did    further,  manu    sua    propi'id  (with    his    own    hand)  take   the    said 


WESTJIIXSTER  UALL  A>iD   TUK   AUBEY    IKUil   THE   VILLAGE  OF  CUARIXG. 
On  the  right  is  St.  James's  Palace,  in  the  centre  an  old  conduit,  and  to  tlie  left  a  ]mblic-housc. 

Protestation  out  of  the  Journal  book  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament ;  and 
commanded  an  Act  of  Council  to  be  made  thereupon,  and  this  Act  to  be  entered  in  the 
Register  of  Council  Cases." 

At  the  House  of  Commons  to-day  the  curious  visitor  may  see  in  the  library  the  pages  of 
the  Journal  which  James  mutilated.  They  are  mute  yet  eloquent  evidences  of  a  singularly 
small  action — small  in  the  spirit  which  j)rompted  it — which  has  exercised  a  vast  intluence  on 
the  course  of  history. 

James  was  not  content  with  the  simple  excision  of  the  ofl'ending  entry.  He  followed  his 
Order  in  Council  up  by  a  pompous  proclamation,  in  which  he  denounced  certain  "  ill-tempered 
spu'its  and  evil  affected  and  discontented  persons,"  who,  "  after  daring  to  treat  of  our  high 
prerogatives  and  of  sundry  things  that,  without  our  special  direction,  were  no  fit  subjects  to 
be  treated  of  in  ParUament,  had  persuaded  the  rest  in  an  unseasonable  hour  of  the  day  and 
a  very  thin  House  'to  conclude  and  enter  a  protestation  of  their  liberties,'  in  such  ambiguous 
and  general  words  as  might  serve  for  future  times  to  invade  most  of  our  inseparable  rights  and 
prerogatives  annexed  to  our  imperial  crown  ...  an  usui-pation  that  the  majesty  of  a  King  can 
by  no  means  endure." 


M 
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SIE  EDWARD   COKE. 

Speaker  of  the   House  of  Commons  in  1593.     Mai 
carrying  tlie  famous  Petition  of  RIl 


may  have  my  prayers  to  God  for  you.  and 
procure  the  love  of  me  and  a  happy  end  of 
this  Parliament."  A  little  more  than  twelve 
months  after  the  delivery  of  this  curious 
speech  "the  wisest  fool  in  Europe,"  as  Sully 
called  him,  died  at  Theobalds,  in  Essex. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  James's 
feeling  for  the  House  of  Commons  was  really 
the  contemptuous  one  which  his  public  acts 
appear  to  indicate.  In  his  heart  of  hearts  he 
probably  had  a  wholesome  respect  for  the 
power  vested  in  the  people's  rej)resentatives, 
even  under  the  restrictions  imposed  ujDon 
them  by  Royal  interpretations  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  his  own  and  his  predecessor's  reign. 
Colour  is  given  to  this  view  by  a  story 
related  of  Sir  Eoliert  Cotton,  who  was  one  of 
twelve  members  ajjpointed  to  wait  ujson  James 
at  Newmarket  in  1620  with  a  protest  against 
the  King's  unconstitutional  acts.  Seeing  the 
deputation  approaching,  the  King  called  out 
in  sharp  tones,  "  Chairs  !  chairs !  Here  be 
twal  kynges  comin."  Another  characteristic 
anecdote  told  of  him  is  that,  mounting  a 
horse  which  usually  was  very  quiet,  but  now 
began    to    bound    and    prance,    his     INIajesty 


Following  the  course  of  this  proclama- 
tion came  the  arrest  and  the  committal  to 
the  Tower  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  Sir  Kobert 
Philips,  two  of  those  most  active  in  the  draft- 
ing of  the  protestation ;  and  the  consign- 
ment to  various  prisons  of  Selden,  Pym,  and 
]\Iallory,  three  other  leading  protesters.  A 
further  trio  of  conspirators — Sir  Thomas 
Crew,  Sir  Dudley  Digges,  and  Sir  Peter  Hay- 
man — were  exiled.  The  despotic  measures 
taken  were  not  without  their  effect.  No 
really  serious  constitutional  disputes  arose  to 
disturb  James's  peace  from  this  period  to 
the  end  of  the  reign.  So  complacent  did 
he  become  under  the  soothing  influence  of 
these  placid  days,  that  in  meeting  his  last 
Parliament  on  February  12th,  1624,  we  find 
him  speaking  in  a  vein  of  exaggerated 
friendliness.  "  I  am,"  he  said  by  way  of  pre- 
face, "your  own  kindly  King,"  and  then, 
having  enlarged  upon  his  extreme  anxiety 
to  maintain  the  liberties  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  proceeded  to  remark :  "  Let 
not  any  stir  you  up  to  law  questions,  debates, 
quirks,  tricks,  and  jerks,  but  continue  your- 
selves in    that    honest    modesty,  whereby  you 


SIR  JOHN   GLAKVILLE. 


SpeaJier  of  tlie  House  of  Commons  during  '•  the  Short 
Parliament"  (1640). 
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quirt,  I'se  send  you  to  the  five  hunilred 


exclaimed.  "  The  dei"l  i'  luy  saul,  sirn 
kings  in  the  House  of  Commons." 

Varvin»  e.^timates  have  been  formed  of  James's  cliaracter,  but  there  is  a  remarkable 
ao-reemeiit  amongst  all  historians  that  it  was  his  abuse  of  authority  quite  as  much  as  his  son's 
misgoxernment  which  brought  about  the  gi-eat  struggle  which  less  than  twenty  years  later 
deluded  England  with  blood.  The  public  mind  was  genuinely  alarmed  at  the  successive 
encroachments  of  the  Crown,  and  in  this  condition  it  was  peculiarly  receptive  of  views 
antagonistic  to  the  extreme  application  of  doctrines  enhancing  the  status  of  the  sovereign. 

Charles  I.,  on  his  part,  was  unfortunately  too  much  the  son  of  his  father  in  temperament 
to  perceive  the  drift  of  events.  Instead  of  attempting  to  allay  suspicion  by  the  adoption  of 
a  strictly  moderate  and  unprovocative  policy,  he  seemed  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  raise 
questions  calculated  to  excite  controversy.  Barely  had  he  been  twelve  months  on  the  throne 
before  he  was  involved  in  a  furious  dispute  with  Parliament  over  their  right  to  call  in  question 
the  actions  of  his  favourite  minister,  Buckingham.  This  nobleman  had  brought  himself  into 
bad  odour  by  his  gross  mismanagement  of  the  Cadiz  expedition,  and  a  demand  was  made  for 
his  impeachment.  To  this  Charles  replied  in  a  message  couched  in  a  strain  of  haughty 
insolence;  and  when  the  Commons,  in  defiance  of  his  strongly  expressed  views,  proceeded  to 
draw  up  articles  of  impeachment,  he  promptly  caused  to  be  arrested  the  two  members  who 
had  been  most  active  in  the  business.  These  were  Sir  John  Eliot,  a  Comishman  of  good 
familv  and  blameless  life,  who  was  destined  to  fall  a  victim  to  the  popular  cause,  and  Sir 
Dudley  Digges,  a  less  ardent  patriot,  who  was  ultimately  won  over  to  the  Royal  side.  The 
Commons,  justly  indignant  at  this  despotic  act,  assembled  with  stern  faces  to  consider  their 
course  of  jirocedure.  The  Speaker's  call  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day  was  received  with 
angi-y  shouts  of  "  Sit  down !  sit  down  ! 
No  business  till  we  are  righted  in 
our  liberties."  An  obsequious  Court 
functionary  beseeched  the  House  "  not 
to  move  his  Majesty  with  trenching 
on  bis  prerogative,  lest  you  bring  him 
out  of  love  with  Parliaments."  But 
members  were  not  to  be  moved  by 
such  considerations.  "To  the  Bar! 
to  the  Bar !  "  cried  many  voices,  and 
so  the  tumult  continued  until  the 
House  perforce  had  to  be  adjourned. 
The  Peers  supported  the  Commons 
in  their  protest,  and  at  the  end  of 
eight  days  Charles  was  reluctantly 
constrained  to  release  his  victims. 
The  episode  ought  to  have  been  a 
lesson  to  the  infatuated  King;  but, 
instead  of  that,  it  only  seemed  to 
act  as  an  incentive  to  further  deeds 
of  violence. 

In  all  disputes  he  came  off 
second  best.  At  length,  wearied  with 
repeated  rebuffs,  he  dissolved  Parlia- 
ment in  indecent  haste,  peremptorily 
saying,  when  asked  to  allow  the 
I^)rds  a  longer  sitting,  "No,  not  a 
minute."  After  this  came  attemjits 
to  raise  taxation  without  the  authority 


JOHN   SELDEX. 
A  distinguished  opi>onent  of  Charles  I  "s  policy.     B 
on  the  dissolution  of  P.iili.iment  in  1629,  and 


immitted  to  the  Towe 
I  prisoner  until  1C34. 
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THE    HOUSE    OF    LOKIJS    IN    THE    TIME    OF    CHARLES    I. 
^  the  King  on  the  throne,  with  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  the 


of  Parliament,  followed  by  the  memorable  protest  of  Hampdan  and  other  patriots,  who  declined 
to  pay  the  illegal  exactions,  and  were  imprisoned  as  a  consequence.  Their  detention  created 
a  flame  in  the  country  which  was  not  to  be  extinguished  until  the  unhappy  Charles  had  been 
sent  to  his  doom,  and  the  last  vestiges  of  monarchical  institutions  had  disappeared. 

It  does  not  lie  within  our  province  to  go  in  any  detail  into  the  events  of  this  stormy 
period  in  English  history,  so  familiar  to  all  constitutional  students.  Our  purjiose  will  be  served 
by  touching  upon  a  few  of  the  more  stirring  episodes  in  the  great  struggle  which  occurred 
within  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  and  for  the  most  imrt  under  the  venerable  roof  of  St. 
Stephen's  Chapel.  The  first  move  in  the  strange,  eventful  drama  was  the  summoning  of  the 
Piirliament  of  1628.  This  body,  in  point  of  intellect  not  less  than  influence,  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  that  had  ever  met  at  Westminster.  Daniel  Webster,  the  great  American 
orator,  once  declared  that  the  oratory  which  marked  it  was  amongst  the  finest  he  had  ever  read. 
The  compliment  is  not  undeserved.  Fragmentary  as  the  records  are,  they  supply  examples  of 
eloquence,  characterised  bv  a  loftiness  of  sentiment,  a  wealth  of  telling  illustration  and  a  graceful 
imagery  such  as  are  rarely  encountered.  A  terrible  earnestness,  there  can  be  no  question, 
gave  an  unwonted  stimulus  and  elevation  to  the  debates.  "  The  eyes  of  Christendom  are 
upon  us,"  said  one  speaker,  and  that  was  the  feeling  which  dominated  the  assembly.  They 
were  not  mere  delegates,  registering  settled  decrees,  but  men  to  whom  the  destinies  of  a  nation 
were  entrusted.  The  general  note  of  the  debates  was  sombre,  as  befitted  the  seriousness  of  the 
times.  But  they  were  not  ^Tithout  an  occasional  gleam  of  grim  humour.  One  singular  incident 
which  Isaac  DTsraeli  relates  may  be  recalled  in  this  connection.  The  House  was  one  day  sitting  in 
startled  astonishment  at  an  overbearing  message  received  from  the  King,  when  a  whimsical, 
crack-brained  politician,  Sir  James  Nethersole,  got  up  and  entreated  leave  to  tell  his  last  night's 
dream.  The  inconsequentialitv  of  the  interruption  amused  the  House,  but  Nethersole  replied 
to  the  laughter  bv  saving  that  "kingdoms  had  been  saved  bv  dreams."  Allowed  to  proceed, 
he  said    "he  saw  two  good  pastures;  a  flock  of  sheep  was  in  the  one.   and  a  bell-wether  alone 
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in  the  other;  a  great  ditch  was  between  fhcin.  and  a  narrow  bridge  over  the  ditch."  The 
Si)eaker  here  interposed  with  tlie  remark  that  "it  stood  not  with  the  gravity  of  the  House  to 
listen  to  dreams";  but  the  House  was  inclined  to  hear  him  out.  '■  The  sheep  would  sometimes 
go  over  to  the  bell-wether,  or  the  bell-wether  to  the  sheep.  Once  both  met  on  the  narrow  bridge, 
and  the  question  was  who  should  go  back,  since  both  could  not  go  on  without  danger.  One  sheep 
gave  counsel  that  the  sheep  on  the  bridge  should  lie  on  their  bellies  and  let  the  bell-wether 
go  over  their  backs."  The  apiilication  of  this  dilemma  he  left  to  the  House.  Eliot,  Went  worth, 
and  Coke  prote.sted  against  the  interpretation  of  dreams  in  the  House,  and  generally  poor 
Xethersole  was  snubbed  ;  but  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of  brightening  an  othenvise  dark 
page  of  history. 

The  outcome  of  this  Parliament  was  the  historic  Petition  of  Kight — an  ever  memorable 
landmark  in  the  tight  for  freedom.  In  this  document  it  was  demanded  "  that  no  man  hereafter 
be    compelled    to    make    or    yi(>ld    any  gift,  loan,  benevolence,   tax,   or    suchlike    charge  without 


THE  CHILDREN   OF  CHARLES   I. 

Mary  (.afterwards  Princess  of  Orange)  ;  James,  Duke  of  York  (afterwards  James  U.)  ;  Charles,  Prince  of  Wales  (afterwards  Charles  II,)  ; 
Elizabeth  (died  unmarried) ;  Anne  (died  in  infancy). 

common  consent  by  Act  of  Parliament;  that  none  be  called  to  answer  or  take  such  oath,  or 
to  give  attendance,  or  be  confined  or  otherwise  molested  or  disquieted  concerning  the  same  or 
for  refusal  thereof;  that  no  freeman  in  any  such  manner  as  is  before  mentioned  be  imprisoned 
or  detained ;  that  yom-  ISIajesty  would  be  pleased  to  remove  the  said  soldiers  and  marines, 
and  that  your  jieople  may  not  be  so  bmthened  in  time  to  come ;  that  the  aforesaid 
commissions  for  proceeding  by  martial  law  may  be  revoked  and  annulled ;  and  that  hereafter 
no  commissions  of  the  like  natm-e  may  issue  forth  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  to  be 
executed  as  aforesaid,  lest  by  colour  of  them  any  of  your  Maje.sty's  subjects  be  destroyed  or 
put  to  death  contrary  to  the  laws  and  franchises  of  the  land."  After  some  evasions  Charles 
was  eventually  driven  to  accept  this  momentous  document  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  But 
the  sm-render  was  only  in  form.  An  attempt  to  draw  still  tighter  the  bonds  of  privilege 
in  the  matter  of  the  tunnage  and  poundage  dues,  which  Charles  had  established  without  the 
assent  of  the  Commons,  broke  down  the  barrier  of  restraint  which  he  had  imposed  on 
himself.     Angered  at  the  new  demand  sprung  upon  him,  he  put  in  an  unexpected   appearance 


From  the  pklm-e  painted  in  1031  bt/  Daniel  Mi/tens. 

CHARLES   I., 
Wliose  arbitrary  exercises  of  the  Royal  prerogative  resulted  in  the  great  Civil  War. 
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TUD    STAK  CilA-MLEl!.. 


The  home  of  the  dre.iii  tribunal  which  figured  so  promineilfcly  in'tJlie  constitutional  struggle 
which  piecetled  the  Civil  ^ar. 

at  the  House  of  Lords  on  June  26th,  and  prorogued  Parliament,  ojDenly  avowing  that  he 
did  so  to  cut  short  the  remonstrance,  to  which,  if  it  went  on.  he  "  might  give  a  harsh 
answer." 

In  the  new  session  the  old  questions  were  revived  with  fresh  vigour.  With  indomitable 
determination  Eliot  and  his  fellow-patriots  m-ged  the  illegality  of  the  tunnage  and  poundage 
dues.  When  the  King  found  they  were  not  to  be  silenced  he  adopted  new  tactics :  he  tried 
with  greater  success  to  muzzle  the  Speaker,  and  so  frustrate  their  aims.  The  occupant  of  the 
chair  of  that  day  was  Sir  John  Finch,  a  poor  invertebrate  creature,  who  was  peculiarly 
susceptible  to  such  pressure  as  the  King  could  put  upon  him.  The  scene  in  which  he  disclosed 
the  full  force  of  the  Eoyal  influence  is  one  of  the  most  curious  in  the  history  of  Parliament. 
On  March  2nd,  1629,  Sir  John  Eliot  went  down  to  the  House  with  a  remonstrance  against  the 
King's  arbitrary  acts  in  the  matter  of  tunnage  and  poundage,  but  the  Speaker  declined  to 
read  it.  Thereupon  Sir  John  Eliot  read  the  document  himself,  and  the  Speaker  was  asked  to 
put  the  question.  Finch  replied  that  he  was  commanded  otherwise  by  the  King.  Selden 
protested  against  the  view  that  the  Speaker  could  refuse  to  discharge  his  functions ;  but 
Finch's  answer  was  that  "he  had  express  command  to  rise  as  soon  as  he  had  delivered  his 
message."  Suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  he  prepared  to  leave  the  chair.  In  an  instant  a 
dozen  hands  were  outstretched  to  hold  him  back.  The  Privy  Councillors  present  endeavoured 
to  free  him,  but  Holies  declared  "  he  -should  sit  still  till  it  jileased  them  to  rise " ;  whereupon, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  Finch  e.Kclaimed,  "I  will  not  say  I  will  not,  but  I  dare  not."  Selden 
remarked  that  he  "  ever  loved  his  person  well,  yet  could  not  choose  but  much  blame  him  now — 
that  he,  being  the  servant  of  the  House,  should  refuse  their  command  under  any  colour,  and  that 
his  obstinacy  would  be  a  precedent  to  posterity,  if  it  should  go  unpunished.  For  that  hereafter, 
if  we  should  meet  a  dishonest  Speaker  (and  we  cannot  promise  ourselves  to  the  contrary),  he 
might,  under  pretence  of  the  King's  command,  refuse  to  propose  the  business  and  indictment 
of  the  House;  he  therefore  wished  him  to  proceed."  Ilnch,  however,  was  not  to  be  moved. 
"With  weeping  and  supplicatory  orations"  he  declined  to  do  what    was  required  of   him.       As 


I 


Memories  of  St.   Stephen's — The   Seventeenth  Century     35 


the  House  could  not  get  on  with  the  Speaker,  they  determined  to  do  without  him ;  and 
Holies,  amid  great  cheering,  read  a  statement  which  denounced  as  an  enemy  to  the  kingdom 
any  one  who  might  introduce  Popery  or  Arminianism,  or  aid  in  the  exaction  of  poundage  and 
tunnage.  Cliarles,  who  was  in  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  time,  hearing  that  the  Commons 
were  sitting  in  defiance  of  his  orders,  sent  word  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  to  leave  with 
the  mace.  Immediately  the  key  was  turned  in  the  door  of  the  House  to  prevent  that 
functionary  from  leaving.  Then  Charles  sent  the  captain  of  the  band  of  pensioners  to  force 
the  door;  but  this  extreme  step  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  rising  of  the  House.  Eight 
days  later  the  Parliament  was  dissolved,  the  King  in  his  speech  attributing  the  step  to  "the 
undutiful  and  seditious  carriage'  of  the  Lower  House."  Immediately  afterwards  Eliot,  Selden, 
Strode,  Holies,  and  other  eminent  patriots  were  by  Charles's  order  cast  into  prison.  Eliot 
remained  in  custody  until  his  death,  and  Selden  did  not  regain  his  liberty  until  four  years 
after  his  arrest. 

Eleven  years  elapsed  before  another  Parliament  was  summoned — years  full  of  events  of 
the  highest  significance  and  importance.  In  the  interregnum  Charles  ruled  without  a 
Parliament,  laying  up  for  himself,  by  his  illegal  exactions,  principal  amongst  which  was  the 
historic  Shijj  jMoney,  a  store  of  popular  ill-will  which  was  soon  to  overwhelm  him  with  its 
force.  The  new  Parliament,  known  in  history  as  the  Short  Parliament,  in  contradistinction 
to  its  famous  successor, 
immediately  proceeded 
to  the  discussion  of  the 
popular  grievances, 
taking  up  the  thread 
where  it  was  droi^jicd 
eleven  years  before. 
This  was  the  last  thing 
that  Charles  w'anted,  and 
he  therefore  brought  the 
sittings  to  an  abrujit 
close  by  a  dissolution 
within  three  weeks  of 
the  meeting.  A  Parlia- 
ment, however,  had  now 
become  a  necessity  to 
his  e.xistence.  The  ex- 
chequer was  empty,  the 
illegal  imposts  could  no 
longer  be  relied  on  to 
famish  even  moderate 
funds ;  and,  meanwhile, 
the  Scotch  invasion  had 
cast  upon  the  King's 
Government  an  onerous 
burden  of  a  kind 
which  it  was  imjiossible 
to  evade.  All  these 
circumstances  tended  to 
influence  the  King  to 
resort  yet  once  more  to 
constitutional    methods. 

From  an  original  dmKi,igb,j  A.  D.  McConuH: 

Itie        1  arl lament       ne  ^  scene  in  the  house  of  lords. 

summoned  on  Stnifford  delivering  up  liia  sword  on  Lis  impeachment  for  1 
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November  3rd,  1040,  was  the  great  assembly  whicli  will  be  known  to  all  time  as  the  Long 
Parliament^"  a  Parliament  which  many,  before  that  time,  thought  would  never  have  had  a 
beginning,  and  afterwards  that  it  would  never  have  had  an  end."  Charles  viewed  its  meeting 
with  feelings  of  anxiety ;  and  well  he  might,  for  there  was  a  sjiirit  abroad  in  the  country 
which  augured  ill  for  its  deliberations.  Not  many  days  intervened  after  the  opening  of  the 
Parliament  before  striking  proof  was  given  of  the  stern  determination  of  the  popular 
representatives  to  compel  retribution  for  jmst  wrongs  and  ensure  guarantees  for  future  liberty. 
Its  first  action  was  to  pass  a  bill  enacting  that  the  interval  between  Parliaments  should 
never  exceed  three  years.  Next  it  declared  the  illegality  of  Ship  Jloney,  and  annulled  the 
judgment  which  in  the  interregnum  had  been  passed  against  Hampden  for  non-payment  of  the 
impost.      The    Star    Chamber   and    other   unconstitutional   tribunals    inimical   to   the    liberty   of 


the  subject,  too,  went 
the  most  dramatic  dis- 
spirit  of  Parliament 
against  Strafford,  the 
the  King,  who  had 
authority  stink  in  the 
by  his  dragoonings 
Meeting  on  November 
Commons  proceeded 
question  without  un- 
Upon  the  dauntless 
vidious  duty  of  taking 
he  announced  that  he 
highest  importance  tn 
and  moved  that  the 
cleared  of  strangers, 
the  keys  placed  on  the 
delivered  a  long  and 
denunciation  of  Straf- 
the  impression  pro- 
that  the  House  decided 
ment.  Forthwith  the 
and  Pym  was  sent 
House  of  Lords  to 
tion  come  to.  As- 
of  the  Peers'  chamber, 
members  of  the 
"I    do    here,    in    the 


•Vo»i  a  copij  of  a  paititmrj  by  Van  Ifi/ch. 

THOMAS   WESTWORTH,    EARL   OF   STRAFFORD, 

nisterof  Charles  I.,  whose  policy  of  "  Thoiou^li  "  brought  hii 

the  scafifold. 


by  the  board.  But 
play  of  the  remorseless 
was  the  action  taken 
saturnine  Jlinister  of 
made  the  name  of 
nostrils  of  the  nation 
and  his  exactions. 
lltli.  the  House  of 
to  deal  with  the 
necessary  preface. 

Pym  devolved  the  in- 
the  initiative.  Eising, 
had  a  matter  of  the 
lay  before  the  House, 
House  should  be 
the  doors  locked  and 
table.  This  done,  he 
exciting  harangue  in 
ford.  So  great  was 
duced  liy  his  oratory 
for  instant  impeach- 
doors  were  unlocked 
as  messenger  to  the 
announce  the  resolu- 
senibling  at  the  bar 
with  many  leading 
Commons,  he  said : 
name  of  the  Commons 


now  assembled  in  Parliament,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  Commons  of  England,  accuse  Thomas, 
Earl  of  Straflbrd,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  of  high  treason ;  and  they  have  commanded  me 
further  to  desire  your  lordships  that  be  may  be  sequestered  from  Parliament  and  forthwith 
committed  to  prison."  Intensely  dramatic  in  itself,  the  situation  was  made  doubly  impressive 
by  the  appearance  upon  the  scene  shortly  afterwards  of  Strafford  himself.  It  is  stated  that 
he  entered  the  chamber  while  the  Peers  were  deliberating  upon  the  message  delivered  by 
Pym.  '■  With  a  proud  glooming  countenance  "  he  made  for  his  place ;  but  the  Lords  intervened 
and  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw  until  he  was  summoned.  Later  he  was  called  in  and  ordered 
to  kneel  and  yield  himself  ui>  a  prisoner  to  Black  Eod.  He  essayed  to  speak,  but  the  Lords 
would  not  hear  him ;  and  delivering  up  his  sword  he  went  out  of  the  chamber,  "  no  man  capjiing 
to  him  before  whom  that  morning  the  greatest  of  England  would  have  stood  discovered." 
Charles,  to  his  lasting  dishonour,  delivered  up  his  lieutenant  a  sacritice  to  the  wohes.  Straflbrd 
was  executed  on  May  12th,   1G41. 


jriginal  draicing  by  A.  D.  McCormick. 

A  MEMORABLE  SCENE  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMOXS. 

nd  others  took  their  sworda  out  of  their  belts,  seUiog  the  lo 


'  Some  wared  their  bats  over  their  heads, 


r  part  on  the  ground.' 
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Meanwhile,  the  work  of  establishing  barriers  to  withstand  the  encroachments  of  the  Crown 
proceeded  ai)ace.  A  bill  was  passed  and  received  the  lioyal  assent  enacting  that  Parliament 
should  not  be  dissolved  without  the  assent  of  the  Commons.  Following  this  came  the  drafting 
of  the  Grand  Eemonstrance,  a  narrative  of  popular  grievances  and  a  statement  of  public 
rights— "an  appeal  to  the  nation  rather  than  an  address  to  the  Crown."  A  House  worked  to 
the  highest  state  of  tension  gathered  on  November  23rd  to  discuss  the  pronouncement. 
Opinion  was  evenly  divided  as  to  the  policy  of  some  of  the  clauses,  and  so  gi-eat  was  the 
heat  engendered  that  it  seemed  at  one  time  that  there  might  be  bloodshed.  Lenthall,  the 
Speaker,  exercised  a  moderating  influence.  A  little  joke  perpetrated  on  the  occasion — we  may 
assume  to  calm  the  assembly — has  become  historic.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  Mr. 
John  Digby,  member  for  Milborne  Port,  came  in  and  seated  himself  upon  the  ladder  by  which 
members  usually  went  up  to  the  seats  under  the  gallery.  Observing  him,  the  Speaker  desired 
him  to  take  his  place  and  not  to  sit  upon  the   ladder    "  as    if  he    were    going    to  be   hanged." 


^.isi 


'•.  Amald,  made  about  1S03. 

A  VIEW   OP  THE.  PALACE  AND    ABBEY. 
A  comiiarison  of  tbia  picture  with  that  on  page  14  will  show  the  great  changes  in  the  river  front. 

According  to  the  narrator,  sombre  as  was  the  prevailing  feeling,  the  House  was  greatly  amused 
at.'^this  sally.  The  mirth,  however,  was  transient.  After  the  Remonstrance  had  been  carried 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  by  the  small  majority  of  but  eleven  votes,  a  motion  was  made 
by  ]\Ir.  George  Palmer,  a  lawyer,  in  favour  of  the  enteriijg  on  the  records  of  the  names  of 
those  who  protested,  with  a  view  to  the  determination  of  the  question  whether  the  right  to 
protest  existed  in  the  House.  Loud  cries  of  "  All !  All !  "  burst  from  the  benches  upon  which 
the  King's  party  sat.  '-'All!  All!'"  says  D'Ewes,  "  was  cried  from  side  to  side;  some  waved 
their  hats  over  their  heads,  and  others  took  their  swords  in  their  scabbards  out  of  their  belts 
and  held  them  by  the  pommels  in  their-  hands,  setting  the  lower  part  on  the  ground ;  and, 
if  God  had  not  prevented  it,  there  was  very  gi-eat  danger  that  mischief  might  ha\e  been  done." 
The  members  finally  parted  in  peace,  but  it  was  with  the  feeling  that  the  night's  work  was 
pregnant  with  mighty  consequences  for  the  nation.  Cromwell  declared  that  had  the  Remon- 
strance not  been  carried  he  would  have  sold  out  and  left  England  the  next  morning. 

The  gulf  between  the  King  and  the  Commons  was  immeaswably  \videned  by  the  passing 
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JOHN   HAMPDEN, 
The  famoug  patriot  whose  resistance  to  payment  of 
Ship  Money  was  a  landmark  ii 
struggle  preceding  the  Civil  AVar. 


onstitutional 


of  the  Grand  Kemonstrance.  It  was  becoming  increas- 
ingly clear  that  only  the  arbitrament  of  arms  could  settle 
the  issue.  At  this  juncture  Charles,  with  that  strange 
capacity  for  always  doing  the  wrong  thing  which  dis- 
tinguished him  throughout  his  reign,  resolved  upon  the 
foolish  step  of  arresting  the  popular  leaders.  He  was 
iliHibtless  largely  influenced  on  the  occasion  by  the 
<^ueen,  whose  hatred  of  Parliament  had  become  almost 
I  disease.  Sir  William  Coke  has  left  behind  him  a 
curious  account  of  the  events  of  the  period,  which 
indicates  the  malign  jiait  her  INIajesty  played  in  this 
scene  of  the  Great  Tragedy.  From  this  it  is  to  be 
gathered  that  an  ineffectual  attempt  having  been  made 
on  January  3rd  to  secure  the  arrest  of  one  member  of 
the  House  of  Lords  and  five  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
a  long  and  warm  debate  ensued  in  the  Royal  chamber, 
as  the  result  of  which  Charles  resolved  that  he  would 
himself  demand  the  members  the  next  morning.  A 
night's  reflection,  however,  brought  him  to  a  sense  of 
the    folly    of   the    projected    course.     "  He    went    to    the 

Queen's    apartments    early,    and    finding  Lady   Carlisle    with    her,    took    her    J\Lajesty    into    her 

closet,  and  there  having  put  to  her  all  the  hazards  of  the  attempt  and  all  its  possible  con- 
sequences, declared  that  he  must  abandon   it.     Whereat  the   Queen,  no  longer  able  to  contain 

her  passion,  is  said  to  have   violently  burst   out,  '  Allez,  poltron !     Go   pull   these   rogues   out 

by  the    ears,    on   ne   me  revoyez  jamais  ! ' "     Thus  taunted,  the  King  could  but  persist  in  his 

dangerous   mission.     So,   gathering   together   two 

or  three  hundred   soldiers,  and    attended    by   his 

nephew  Charles,  the  Elector  Palatine,  he  directed 

his   way    to    Palace    Yard.      Warning    had    been 

conveyed  to  Pym  by  Lady  Carlisle  of  the  pro- 
jected raid,  and  four  of  the  five  members  marked 

out    for    vengeance — Pym,    Hampden,    Hazlerig, 

and  Holies — had  been  packed  off  by  boat  to  the 

City.     The   fifth,    Strode,    determined   to    remain 

and  face  the  King,  but  he  was  eventually  fcrced 

from  the  House  by  his  friend,  Sir  Walter  Earle, 

just  as  Charles's  force  was  entering  Palace  Yard. 

Advancing  tlu'ough  Westminster  Hall,  and  leaving 

his  soldiers  there,  Charles  sent  word  that  he  was 

present.     In    response   to  his   summons  the  door 

was    immediately    opened,    and,    accomiranied    by 

his  nephew,  he  passed  in,  eagerly  glancing  as  he 

walked    up    the    floor   at    the    place   where   Pym 

was  accustomed  to  sit.     Charles  uncovered  as  he 

entered,  and  the  House  uncovered  also.  Ap- 
proaching  the  chair,  the  King  said  to  Lenthall, 

"  By    your   leave,    JNIr.    Speaker,    I    must    borrow 

your  chair  a  little."     What  followed  is  faithfully 

recorded  in  an  account  prepared   by   Eushworth, 

the     clerk,    from    careful    notes    made     at    the 

time.       "'Gentlemen,'   said  the  King  in  halting 

sentences,  '  I  am  sorry  of  this  occasion  of  coming 


the  chai 
member 


WILLIAM   LENTHALL, 

elM.nown  Speaker  of  the   Long   Parliament,  who 
when  Charles  J.  demanded  the  surrender  of  tl 
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I  the  picture  by  Copley 


A    FAMOUS   SCENE   IN   THE   HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
ndinj;  the  five  members— Pym,  Hampden,  Hazlerig,  Holies,  and  Strode. 


unto  you.  Yesterday  I  sent  a  Sergeant-at-Arms  upon  a  very  important  occasion  to  apprehend 
some  that  by  my  command  were  accused  of  higli  treason  ;  ^hereunto  I  did  expect  obedience 
and  not  a  message.  And  I  must  declare  unto  you  here,  that  albeit  no  King  that  ever  was  in 
England  shall  be  more  careful  of  your  privileges  to  maintain  them  to  the  uttermost  of  his 
power  than  I  shall  be ;  yet  you  must  know  that  in  cases  of  treason,  no  person  hath  a  privilege. 
And,  therefore,  I  am  come  to  know  if  any  of  these  persons  that  were  accused  are  here.' 

"  Then  casting  his  eyes  upon  all  the  members  in  the  House,  he  said  :  '  I  do  not  see  any 
of  them :  I  thinke  I  should  know  them.  For  I  must  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  so  long  as  these 
persons  that  are  accused  (for  no  slight  crime,  but  for  treason)  are  here,  I  cannot  expect  that 
the  House  will  be  in  the  right  way  that  I  do  heartily  wish  it.  Therefore  I  am  come  to  tell 
you,  that  I  must  have  them   wheresoever   I  find  them.' 

"Then  his  Jlajcstie  said:  'Is  Mr.  Pym  here?'  to  which  nobody  gave  answer.  'Well,  since 
[  see  all  my  birds  are  flown,  I  do  expect  from  you  that  you  shall  send  them  unto  me  as  soon 
as  they  return  hither.  But  I  assure  you,  on  the  word  of  a  King,  I  never  did  intend  any 
force,  but  shall  proceed  against  them  in  a  legal  and  fair  way,  for  I  never  meant  any  other. 
And  now,  since  I  see  I  cannot  do  what  I  came  for,  I  think  this  no  unfit  occasion  to  repeat 
what  I  have  said  formerly,  that  whatsoever  I  have  done  in  favour  and  to  the  good  of  my 
subjects,  I  do  mean   to  maintain   it.'  " 

The  speech  ended  with  a  reiteration  on  the  part  of  tb.e  King  of  his  expectation  tliat  the 
impugned  members  should  be  sent  to  him,  and  then,  his  eye  lighting  on  the  Speaker,  he 
asked  him  whither  they  had  gone.  Falling  on  his  knees,  Lenthall  answered  in  these 
memorable  words  :  "  I  have  neither  eyes  to  see  nor  tongue  to  speak  in  this  place  but  as  this 
House  is -pleased  to  direct  me,  whose  servant  I  am  here;  and  I  humbly  beg  your  Majesty's 
pardon  that  I  cannot'  give  any  other  answer  than  this  to  what  jour  Majesty  is  pleased  to 
demand  of  me."  Baffled  at  all  points,  the  King  strode  out  of  the  now  excited  House,  the 
members  the  while  crying  out  aloud,  "  so  he  might  hear  them,"'  "  Privilege !   Privilege  !  " 


i 


From  tJjf  paittlif,^  ,»/  ,..-c  Wmvjuu 
Portrait  GaUnj,  attributed  to  Mai 

WILLIAM  CECIL,   LORD  BURGHLEY. 

The  famous  minister  of  state  of  Queen  Elizabetli,  and  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbiir 
statesman,  who  did  mncli  to  build  up  the  £jreatness  of  Ens:land. 
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Thus  terminated  this  perhaps  the  most  moving,  and  in  its  consequences  most  momentous, 
episode  that  ever  passed  within  the  ancient  walls  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel.  The  accuracy 
to  the  smallest  detail  of  the  description  given  of  it  by  Eushworth  is  beyond  question.  The 
indefatigable  clerk  took  copious  notes  dm-ing  the  jirogress  of  the  dramatic  scene,  and  Charles's 
quick  eye  noting  this,  he  sent  for  the  report,  and  subsequently  returned  it  to  Eushworth  with 
corrections. 

The  natural  consequences  of  the  King's  arbitrary  conduct  followed  quickly.  A  wave  of 
indignation  swept  over  the  metropiolis,  which  ele\ated  the  five  members  to  the  position  of 
iwi)ular  heroes.  Safely  protected  in  that  "  stronghold  of  liberty,"  the  City,  they  were  feted 
and  caressed  by  the  populace,  while  there  were  ominous  manifestations  of  auger  against  the 
King.  Still  Charles  was  unable  to  read  the  signs  of  the  times.  With  phenomenal  obstinacy, 
he,  on  the  morning  after  his  abortive  visit  to  St.  Stejihen's,  proceeded  to  the  City  to  secure 
if  i^ossible  the  persons  of  the  five  members.  Again  his  intentions  were  frustrated  by  a  sturdy 
determination  to  protect  the  upliolders  of  constitutional  liberty.  Charles,  chagrined  and  empty- 
handed,  retm-ned  to  Whitehall  amid  increasing  mm-murs  of  "  Privilege  !  Privilege  !  "  uttered 
by  the  .citizens  who  thronged  the  streets.  Convinced  at  last  of  the  fatal  error  that  he  had 
committed,  and  apjjrehensive  of  the  consequences,  Charles  on  January  5th  discreetly  withdrew 
to  Hampton  Court,  never  to  return  to  London  again  save  as  a  prisoner.  INIeanwhile,  the 
Commons,  through  the  agency  of  a  specially  appointed  Committee,  which  sat  first  at  the 
Guildhall  and  later  at  the  Grocers'  Hall,  had  been  actively  occupied  in  concerting  measures 
for  effectively  protecting   its   rights   from   further   encroachments. 
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This  bodv,  in  conjuiu-t  ion  witii  the  City  authorities,  miule  airangoments  for  the  safe 
return  of  the  five  members  to  Westminster  to  resume  their  Parliamentary  duties.  The  event 
took  phice  on  the  morning  after  Charles's  withdrawal,  and  it  assumed  theiaspect  of  a  triumphal 
progi'ess.  Escorted  by  the  sheriffs  and  two  thousand  of  the  City  trained  bands  and  a  vast  body  of 
citizens,  the  intrepid  Commoners  were  conducted  to  London  Bridge,  where  they  embarked  with 
their  escort  on  boats.  As  the  imposing  fleet  moved  up  the  river  it  was  greeted  with  vociferous 
acclamations  from  the  thickly  lined  shore.  At  Westminster  the  Speaker  and  leading  members 
of  the  House  received  the  party,  while  a  body  of  four  thousand  Buckinghamshire  yeomen  massed  in 
the  background  made  an  imposing  guard  of  honour.  F'oUowing  this  came  excited  debates  in 
the  House,  with  the  adoption  of  strong  measures  to  secure  the  inviolability  of  the  Constitution. 
The  floodgates  of  passion  were  now  widely  opened,  and  nothing  could  stem  the  torrent.  Ineffectual 
efforts  were  made  by  the  King's  friends,  who  realised  the  temper  that  was  abroad,  to  induce 
him  to  surrender  to  Parliament,  at  least  for  a  time,  some  portion  of  his  authority,  especially 
over  the  Army.  But  the  King  was  adamant.  "Not  for  an  hour,"  was  his  reply.  Withdrawing 
to  York,  he  made  preparations  for  the  ine\itable  conflict. 

For  the  next  five  years  the  interest  was  transfeiTed  from  the  Council  Chamber  to  the 
battlefield,  where  Cavalier  and  Roundhead  fought  for  the  mastery  on  each  side  with  the  tenacity 
of  a  stubborn  race.  Into  the  details  of  the  bloody  struggle  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter.  The 
proceedings  at  Westminster  did  not  again  assume  a  special  importance  until  the  closing  period 
of  the  war,  wlien  Presbyterians  and  Independents  contended  for  domination  in  the  National 
Councils.  That  singular  internecine  strife  was  an  aftermath  of  the  war  which  seemed  likely 
at  one  time  to  rend  the  Parliamentary  party  in  twain  and  produce  consequences  as  disastrous 
as  those  of  the  war  itself.  Cromwell's  statesmanship  and  military  genius,  however,  served  in 
the  long  run  to  give   a  consistency,   if  not   a    unity,    to   the    National   Councils.     The  methods 
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adopted  to  suppress  the  Presbyterian  party,  which  had  secured  control  of  the  Parliamentary 
machinery,  were  as  drastic  as  any  that  Chai-les  had  ever  ventm-ed  upon.  By  a  demonstration 
in  foi-ce  of  the  Parliamentary  Army,  in  which  the  Independents  were  overwhelmingly  strong, 
Denzil  Holies  and  ten  other  leaders  of  the  Presbyterian  party  were  forced  to  withdraw  them- 
selves into  exile,  and  the  Commons  were  compelled  to  pass  an  Act  dealing  with  the  JMilitia  on 
lines  approved  by  the  i^rmy.  A  temporary  reaction  was  caused  by  a  counter-demonstration  by 
the  City  apprentices,  who  invaded  the  Parliamentary  precincts,  and  by  sheer  physical  force  com- 
pelled the  distracted  Senate  to  rescind  their  previous  decisions.  Birt  the  strength  of  Independent 
influence  in  the  Ai-my  served  to  rectify  this.  Marching  to  London  from  Hounslow  Heath,  the 
great  armed  force  reinstated  in  the  chair  Speaker  Lenthall,  who  had  been  ejected  in  favour 
of  My.  Harry  Pelham,  a  Presbyterian  nominee,  and  it  by  other  measures  asserted  its  power 
as  well  as  its  intention  to  du-ect  the  course  of  Parliament.  Yet  another  effort  was  necessary, 
however,  before  the  complete  predominance  of  Independent  \iews  was  assured.  This  was 
the  historic  ejection  of  malcontent  Presbyterians  known  as  '-Pride's  Purge,"  so  called  from 
the  name  of  the  colonel  who  du-ected  the  operation.  In  its  flagi-ant  disregard  of  all  Parliamentary 
dignity  and  right  the  outrage  was  even  gi-osser  than  that  which  Charles  had  perpetrated. 
Placing  a  regiment  of  horse  about  the  House,  and  stationing  a  formidable  force  of  foot  in  the 
lobby  and  precincts,  Colonel  Pride  took  up  his  position  in  the  lobby  with  a  list  of  members  in 
his  hand,  and  with  Lord  Grey  by  his  side  to  aid  in  their  identity.  As  the  legislators  passed 
out  a  body  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  them,  all  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion,  were 
arrested.      Included  in   the  ranks  of  detenus  was  IMr.   Prynne.      This  sturdy  legislator  did  not 
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at  all  relish  tlie  purge,  lie  (leiiianded  "  by  wlial  aut  lii>rit y  and  commission,  and  for  what  cause, 
they  did  thus  violently  seize  on  and  pull  him  down  from  the  House  ' ;  to  which  Pride  replied 
by  pointing  to  the  armed  soldiers  standing  round  about  him  with  swords,  musket?,  and 
matches  lighted.  Prynne  then  protested  against  his  arrest  as  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  Parliament  and  an  afifront  to  the  House,  and  he  said  that  stir  he  would  not  of  his  own  accord. 
Pride  wasted  no  further  time  in  argument.  He  pushed  Prynne  into  the  Queen's  Court, 
where  already  were  gathered  a  number  of  prisoners.  Meanwhile,  the  House,  hearing  of  the 
ocemTence,  sent  out  the  Sergeant- at-Arms  to  demand  the  release  of  the  imprisoned  members. 
Pride,  however,  was  not  to  be  intimidated.  When  a  second  message  had  been  brought,  more 
urgent  than  the  first,  he  gave  orders  for  the  detention  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  continued 
with  his  arrests.     As  soon  as  he  had  completed  his  full  tale  he  sent  some  two-thirds  of  the  party 
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about    their   business   with    injunctions    never  to    show  their  faces  again  at   St.   Stephen's,   and 
relegated  the  remainder  to  prison. 

Pride's  audacity  accomplished  its  purpose.  It  was  a  Commons  entirely  amenable  to  the 
Army  which  now  addressed  itself  to  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  King.  On  December  23rd 
the  thinned  House  commenced  its  deliberations  on  this  grave  issue.  The  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  draw  ujj  a  charge  and  hear  witnesses  was  followed,  on  January  2nd,  1 649,  by  the 
passing  of  a  resolution  asserting  that,  '•  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  this  kingdom,  it  is  treason 
in  the  King  of  England  for  the  time  being  to  levy  war  against  the  Parliament  and  King  of 
England,"  and  adding  an  ordinance  "  for  erecting  a  High  Comt  of  Justice  for  the  trying  and 
judging  Charles  Stuart,  King  of  England."  The  Lords  declined  to  accept  this  ordinance ; 
and,  though  there  was  a  feeble  effort  to  effect  a  compromisp,  the  Commons  were  left  in  the 
end  to  conduct  the  impeachment  alone,  under  circumstances  which  we  shall  describe  in  a  later 
chapter. 
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Toe  deatli  of  the  King  left  the  way  clear  to  the  ebtablishmeiit  of  the  Commonwealth,  towards 
whieli  many  of  the  keener  spirits  of  the  I'arliamentary  party  had  been  working  from  the  very 
outset  of  the  Civil  War.  Even  before  the  disappearance  of  the  monarchy  in  the  tragedy  of 
Wliitehall,  the  Commons  had  settled  upon  a  new  Great  Seal  of  curious  design.  On  one  side  was 
a  map  of  England,  Ireland,  and  the  islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  with  the  arms  of  England 
and  Ireland.  On  the  obverse  side  was  a  representation  in  bas-relief  of  the  House  of  Commons 
sitting,  with  the  motto:  "In  the  first  yeare  of  Freedorae  by  God's  blessing  restored,  1G48."'  Apart 
from  the  historic  importance  which  attaches  to  this  relic,  jt  is  interesting  as  embodying  one  of 
the  earliest  authentic  pictures  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  action. 

No  room  for  doubt  was  left  as  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  new  Government  was  to  be 
conducted.  Less  than  a  week  after  Charles's  execution — on  Felnuary  6th,  1049 — the  Commons 
agreed  to  a  resolution  declaring  that  "  the  House  of  Peers  in  Parliament  is  useless,  dangerous, 
and  ought  to  be  abolished";  and  abolished  it  was — for  the  moment.  Close  upon  this  declaration 
came  a  denunciation  of  monarchy 
as  a  i)rinciple  "  unnecessary, 
burdensome,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberty,  safety,  and  the  pulilic 
interest  of  the  jieople  of  the 
nation."  Legislative  force  was 
given  to  these  sentiments,  and 
it  seemed  that  the  country  was 
to  settle  down  p)eaceably  to  an 
era  of  ultra-democrtitic  govern- 
ment. But  the  spirit  of  unrest 
was  abi'oad,  and  for  the  next  few 
years  Cromwell  was  engaged  in 
battling  with  influences  inimical 
to  the  order  which  he  had 
established.  At  length,  wearied 
of  the  effort,  and  pei'ceiving  that 
his  safety  rested  in  his  assumption 
of  dictatorial  jjowers,  he  decided 
upon  the  forcible  suppression  of 
the  Long  Parliament.  The  story 
of  this  famous  coup  d'etat  is  in 
keeping  with  the  whole  of  the  his- 
tory of  this  extraordinary  period. 

Cromwell  was  en^^acred  in    a  the  great  seal  of  the  commonwealth, 

consultation      with      the      principal  As  ;.Ue>ed  in  1051.  showing  the  Uousc  of  CommoDs  sitting 
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officers  of  tlie  Annv  and  his 
friends  at  the  Coek[)it  on  April 
MOth,  1G53,  when  news  w;is 
liroviglit  bv  Colonel  Ingoldsby 
tliat  the  Commons  were  on  the 
jioint  of  passing  an  Act  for  their 
dissolution,  which  they  had  been 
discussing  for  some  time.  Im- 
mediatel}'  he  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  posse  of  soldiery,  and, 
inarching  dovm  King  Street, 
proceeded  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  Quietly  taking  his 
seat  in  his  accustomed  place 
without  interrupting  the  debate, 
he  awaited  developments.  His 
opportunity  came  when  the 
.Speaker  arose  to  put  the  question. 
Then,  dofBng  his  hat,  he  arose 
to  address  the  House.  Outwardly 
his  manner  was  calm,  but  his 
speech  betrayed  the  extreme 
irritation  he  felt.  According  to 
Ludlow,  he  overwhelmed  the 
House  "  with  the  vilest  re- 
jiroaches,  charging  them  not  to 
have  a  heart  to  do  anything  for 
the  public  good;  to  have  espoused 
the  corrupt  interest  of  Presbytery 
and  the  lawyers,  who  were  the 
supjiorters  of  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion ;  accusing  them  of  an  intention  to  perpetuate  themselves  in  power,  had  they  not  been  forced 
to  the  passing  of  this  Act  (the  Act  for  the  dissolution),  which  he  affirmed  they  designed  never 
to  observe ;  and  thereupon  told  them  that  the  Lord  had  done  with  them,  and  had  chosen  other 
instruments  for  the  carrying  on  of  His  work  that  were  more  worthy."  A  pause  in  his  torrent 
of  invective  brought  Sir  Peter  Wentworth  to  his  feet  with  a  reply  couched  in  defiant  language. 
He  told  Cromwell  that  "  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  heard  such  unbecoming  language 
given  to  the  Parliament,  and  that  it  was  the  more  horrid  in  that  it  came  from  their  servant, 
and  their  servant  whom  they  had  so  highly  trusted  and  obliged."  He  would  have  said  more ; 
but  the  General,  stepping  into  the  middle  of  the  House,  cried  out :  "  Come !  come  !  I  will  put 
an  end  to  your  prating."  Then,  "  walking  up  and  down  the  House  like  a  madman  and  kicking 
the  ground  with  his  feet,  he  shouted,  '  You  are  no  Parliament  :  I  say  you  are  no  Parliament ; 
I  will  put  an  end  to  the  sitting.  Call  them  in  !  call  them  in  ! '  A  file  of  soldiers  entered,  and 
the  fifty-three  members  of  which  the  House  was  composed  were  driven  out  with  words  of 
obloquy  addressed  to  them  individually  by  Cromwell.  Turning  then  to  the  table  and  taking 
up  the  mace,  he  said,  '  What  shall  we  do  with  this  bauble  ?  Here,'  he  added,  addressing  one 
of  the  soldiers,  'take  it  away.'"  "Aft<>r  he  had  thus  brought  all  into  disorder,"  says  Ludlow, 
"  ]Majoi--General  Harrison  went  to  the  Speaker  (Lenthall)  as  he  sat  in  the  chair,  and  told  him 
that,  seeing  things  were  reduced  to  this  pass,  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  him  to  remain 
there.  The  Speaker  answered  that  he  would  not  come  down  unless  he  were  forced.  '  Sir,'  said 
Harrison,  '  I  will  lend  you  my  hand  ' ;  and  thereupon,  i:)utting  his  hand  within  his,  the  Speaker 
came  down."     Cromwell  finally,  after  seizing  the  records  and  snatching  up  the  Act  of  Dissolution' 
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that  was  ready  to  pass,  jjut  the  documents  under  his  cloak,  eDiiiinaiided  the  doors  of  the  House 
to  be  locked,  and  stalked  out  on  his  return  to  Whitehall.  The  next  day  some  wag  pasted  on 
the  locked  door  a  paper  with  the  inscription,    ''This  liouse  to  be  let,  now  unfurnished." 

Exciting  as  the  incident  must  have  been — thrilling  in  its  intensity — Scobell,  the  clerk, 
found  it  possible  to  indite  a  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Journal.  He  wrote  :  "20th  April, 
1653. — This  day  his  Excellency  the  Lord  General  dissolved  this  Parliament."  The  faithful 
official's  devotion  to  duty  nearly  cost  him  dear.  Six  years  later,  when  the  whirligig  of  time 
had  brought  by  its  revolutions  the  discredited  Rump  back  to  place,  if  not  to  power,  he  was 
haled  to  the  Bar  and  called  upon  to  explain  liow  he  ciine  to  put  his  pen  to  so  gross  a  false- 
hood as  that  the  Parliament  had  been  dissolved.  Scobell,  with  deep  contrition,  acknowledged 
liis  fault ;  but  the  offence  was  regarded  as  too  grave  to  be  lightly  dismissed,  and  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry  was  appointed  to  consider  what  should  be  done  with  the  over-conscientious  clerk. 

Distasteful  as  Parliaments  had  become  to  Cromwell,  he.  like  his  Eoyal  predecessor,  found 
it  impossible  to  get  on  without  them.  After  remaining  locked  for  ten  weeks,  the  doors  of 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel  were  thrown  open  to  accommodate  an  assembly  of  Cromwell's  own 
selection,  which  is  known  in  history  as  "  the  Little  Parliament,"  or  by  the  sobriquet  given  to 
it  by  Koyalists,  by  reason  of  the  quaint  patronymic  of  one  of  its  fanatical  members,  "  the  Praise- 
God  Barebones  Parliament."  Soon  the  extravagances  of  this  curiously  assorted  body  gave  the 
General  reason  to  repent  his  action  in  bringing  it  into  existence.  Property,  religion,  law — all 
came  within  the  range  of  its  levelling  and  subversive  decrees.  Tithes  were  jjronounced  to  be 
an    institution    wliieh    the    Gospel    had    swept    away,    marriage    was   treated   as   purely   a   ci\il 

contract,  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  was 
declared  '•  a  mystery  of  wickedness  and  a 
standing  cheat,"  and  abolished.  At  last  a 
crisis  was  precipitated  by  the  Parliament's 
meddlesome  interference  with  the  ark  of  the 
Covenant — the  Army.  The  dispute  led  to  the 
voluntary  surrender  by  the  Parliament  of  their 
powers  into  Cromwell's  hands  on  December 
12th,  1653,  at  Whitehall.  With  a  show  of 
reluctance  Cromwell  accejited  the  surrendei'ed 
trust ;  but  as  only  four  days  later  he  allowed 
himself  to  be  installed  with  much  pomp  as 
Lord  Protector  in  Westminster  Hall,  the 
absolute  sincerity  of  his  displa}^  of  regret  is 
open  to  considerable  doubt. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  ''the 
Instrument "  which  gave  the  colour  of  legality 
to  his  government,  a  Parliament  was  summoned 
to  meet  at  Westminster  on  September  3rd, 
1654.  The  assembly  was  opened  in  due  form, 
a  speech  from  the  Protector  delivered  in  the 
Painted  Chamber  taking  the  place  of  the 
customary  sijeech  from  the  throne.  In  this 
Cromwell  spoke  of  the  occasion  as  the  greatest 
that  England  had  ever  seen,  for  to  the  Parlia- 
ment were  entrusted  the  destinies  of  three 
nations  with  the  territories  belonging  to  them. 
He  concluded  with  the  expression  of  a  hope 
that  the  new  House  would  put  the  finishing 
stone  on  the  national  fabric.  The  Protector's 
ardr-.nt   aspirations    were    very   far   from    being 
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realised.  Such  were  the  tendencies  of  the  Parliament  that  he  was  glad  to  be  rid  of  it  five 
months  after  its  assembly.  Another  interregnum  ensued,  and  then  a  fresh  trial  of  constitutional 
methods  was  made  in  order  the  more  efifectivelv  to  carry  on  the  war  proceeding  at  the  time  wita 
Spain.  The  new  Parliament,  which  met  on  September  17th,  was  subjected  to  a  careful  pre- 
liminary process  of  sifting.  In  this  way  a  body  more  to  the  taste  of  the  Protector  was  secm-ed. 
So  completely,  indeed,  was  it  in  sympathy  with  him,  that  after  it  had  been  sitting  for  a  short  time 
it  decided  to  approach  him  with  a  proposal  that  he  should  assume  the  title  of  King.  Cromwell, 
when  the  new  scheme  of  government  was  first  presented  to  him,  gave  an  indecisive  answer. 
A  fmther  representation  from  the  Commons  elicited  from  him,  on  May  8th,  1657,  a  final 
refusal.  "  His  Highness,"  however,  though  not  a  King  in  name,  became  one  in  fact.  Widely 
extended  powers  were  conferred  upon  him  under  a  scheme  that  Parliament  had  drawn  up,  and 
on  June  26th,  robed  in  purple  and  ermine,  and  with  all  the  great  officers  of  State  about  him, 
he  took  the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  new  order.  The  creation  of  a  House  of  Peers  followed. 
"This,"  says  ]\Iacaulay,  "was  the  least  haj^py  of  his  contrivances,  and  disjjleased  all  jsarties. 
The  Levellers  were  angry  with  him  for  creating  a  pri\'ileged  class.  The  multitude,  who  felt 
respect  and  fondness  for  the  great  historical  names  of  the  land,  laughed  without  restraint  at 
a  House  of  Lords  in  which  lucky  draymen  and  shoemakers  were  seated,  to  which  few  of  the 
old  nobles  were  invited,  and  from  which  almost  all  those  old  nobles  who  were  invited  turned 
disdainfully  away.  .  .  .  His  second  House  of  Commons,  thougli  it  recognised  him  as  Protector, 
and  would  gladly  have  made  him  King,  obstinately  refused  to  acknowledge  his  new  Lords.  He 
had  no  course  left  but  to  dissolve  the  Parliament.  '  God,'  he  exclaimed  at  parting,  '  be 
judge  between  you  and  me.'" 

With  the  close  of  this  Parliament  terminated  Cromwell's  essays  in  constitutional  govern- 
ment. Dm'ing  the  remaining  short  period  of  his  life  he  ruled,  as  he  was  well  able  to  do, 
without  any   other  aid   than  tliat   of  his   friendly  advisers.       The   accession   of  his   son   Richard 
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brought  a  new  Parliament,  elected  on  a  wide  franchise  and  invested  with  all  the  old  powers, 
into  existence.  Its  reign  was  short-lived.  Assembling  on  January  27th,  1659,  it  met  with 
a  violent  end  on  October  13th  following.  On  that  day,  jMajor-General  Lambert,  the  chief  of 
the  malcontent  military  party,  by  force  majeure  suppressed  the  sittings.  His  plan  wa.s  very 
simple— simpler  even  than  that  of  Cromwell.  Stationing  bis  forces  about  the  Palace,  he 
barred  the  ajiproaches  to  the  Parliament  House  to  members.  '•  Do  you  not  know  me  ?  " 
said  Speaker  Lenthall  to  one  of  the  guards  who  stopped  his  coach.  "  If  you  had  been 
with  us  at  "VVinnington  Bridge,"'  responded  the  soldier,  "we  should  have  known  you."  But 
St.  Stejihen's  Chapel  was  not  to  remain  long  untenanted.  On  December  26th  the  Rump 
of  the  old  Long  Parliament  was  called  together.  It  was  a  sorry  apology  for  the  popular 
assembly.  Lenthall  was  again  in  the  chair,  lending  what  weight  he  might  to  its  deliberations; 
but  many  of  its  most  influential  members  held  aloof,  and  those  who  attended  lacked  the 
cohesiveness  which  is  essential  to  the  authority  of  an  assembly  of  the  kind.  As  a  convenient 
stopgap  it,  however,  played  a  not  inconsiderable  part  in  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  the 
Kestoration  which  followed  upon  ]\lonk's  declaration  in  favour  of  a  Free  Parliament ;  and  when 
it  expired  by  its  own  act,  on  April  2oth,  16C0,  it  did  so  in  a  certain  odour  of  sanctity. 

The  Long  Parliament  will  live  as  the  most  protracted  and  stirring  in  the  whole  course 
of  English  history.  It  existed  in  one  form  or  another  for  nearly  twenty  years,  the  period  covering 
the  whole  range  of  th.e  tremendous  struggle  between  Crown  and  people.  ^Mlatever  may  be 
thought  of  some  of  its  actions,  it  will  always  deserve  the  respect  and  \eiieration  of  P^nglishmen 
as  the  instrument  by  which  their  constitutional  liberties  were  won  and  the  principles  of  government 
established  on  an  enduring  foundation. 


CHAPTER    V. 

MEMORIES   OF  ST.  STEFHEJ'S  (continued)— THE  EESTOEATIOX   AXD   THE 
REVOLUTION   OF  1688. 


With  the  final  disapiiearance  of  the  Long  Parliament  terminates  the  period  of  absorbincr 
and  continuous  dramatic  interest  in  the  Parliamentary  history  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
An  era  was  now  entered  ujion  which,  though  accompanietl  by  some  exciting  episodes,  was 
comparatively  devoid  of  interest  from  a  constitutional  point  of  view.  The  Convention  Parlia- 
ment, which  seated  Charles  II.  on  the  throne,  has  a  special  importance  of  its  own,  which  may 
be  noted.  This  body  assembled  about  a  month  before  the  King's  return,  the  Lords  by  virtue 
of  their  own  authority,  and  the  Commons  in  pursuance  of  writs  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
keepers  of  the  liberty  of  England,  by  authority  of  Parliament.  "  The  said  Parliament,"  observes 
Blackstone  in  his  '•  Commentaries,"  "  sat  till  December  29th,  full  seven  months  after  the 
L'estoration,  and  enacted  many  laws,  several  of  which  are  still  in  force.  But  this  was  for  the 
necessity  of  the  King,  which  supersedes  all  law ;  for  if  they  had  not  so  met  it  was  morally 
impossible  that  the  kingdom  should  have  been  settled  in  )icace.  And  the  fir>t  thiiii,!-  done  after 
the  King's  return  was  to  pass  an  Act  declaring 
this  to  be  a  good  Parliament  notwithstanding 
the  defect  of  the  King's  writs.  It  was  at  that 
time  a  great  doubt  among  lawyers  whether  even 
this  healing  Act  made  it  a  good  Parliament, 
and  held  by  very  many  in  the  negative,  though 
it  seems  to  have  been  too  nice  a  scruple.  And 
yet,  out  of  abundant  caution,  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  confirm  its  Acts  in  the  next  Par- 
liament, by  Statute  13  Car.  II.,  c.  7  and  c.  14." 

Charles  II. 's  first  Parliament  was  in  other 
and  less  reputable  ways  quite  as  great  a 
constitutional  curiosity  as  tlie  Convention 
Parliament.  It  lasted  from  May  8th,  1G61,  to 
January  24th,  1679  ;  and  from  the  long  period 
of  its  existence — eighteen  years — was  known  as 
the  Long  Parliament,  until  that  designation  was 
allotted  to  the  assembly  of  the  Great  Eebellion, 
to  whicli  it  more  i^rojierly  ajjplied.  The  name 
by  which  it  is  now  recognised  in  history  is  the 
Pensionary  Parliament — a  term  of  opprobrium 
which  has  reference  to  the  venality  of  its 
members,  many  of  whom  accepted  allowances — 
pensions — not  only  from  the  King,  but,  what 
was  a  lower  depth  of  infamy,  from  the  King  of 
France.  Charles  was  in  the  habit  of  attending 
the  debates  in  the  Peers'  chamber  during  this 
Parliament.  He  said  that  he  found  them  as 
good  as  a  play,  and  yii-obably  he  did,  for  he  so 
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contrived  it  tliat  there  should  he  no  lack  of 
aiiiination.  Bishoi)  Bm-net  states  that  at  first 
he  sat  decenth'  on  the  throne,  but  becoming 
wearied  of  the  restraint  he  would  leave  his  seat 
and  stand  by  the  fire,  an  action  which  drew  a 
crowd  about  him  that  broke  all  the  decency  of 
the  House.  The  familiai-ity  of  the  King  with 
Parliament  engendered,  as  it  was  calculated  to  do, 
contempt.  This  quality  peeped  out  in  many 
ways,  but  most  conspicuously  in  his  audacious 
"  fooling "  of  the  assembly,  as  old  I'ejiys  calls  it, 
in  1667. 

Summoned  to  meet  on  July  25th,  the  most 
awkward  period  of  the  year  for  men  whose  interests 
were  almost  purely  agricultural,  members  troojied 
to  ^\'estminster  in  expectation  of  having  important 
business  to  transact.  But  when  the  King  found 
that  they  were  intent  on  exploiting  grievances 
they  had  against  him,  on  the  \)\ea,  of  being  pre- 
\'ented  from  attending  by  important  business,  he 
directed  them  to  adjourn  for  four  days. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  Houses  at  the 
time  appointed,  greatly  to  theii-  astonishment  "  the 
King,  having  made  a  very  short  and  no  pleasing 


sjieech,  told  them  that  he  did  think  he 
should  have  had  occasion  for  them,  but  had 
none,  and  therefore  did  dismiss  them  to  look 
after  then-  own  occasions  until  October."' 
"  Thus,"  adds  the  diarist,  '•  they  are  dismissed 
again  to  their  general  great  dislike  (I  believe 
the  greatest  that  ever  Parliament  was)  to  see 
themselves  so  fooled,  and  the  nation  in  certain 
condition  of  ruin,  while  the  King,  they  see. 
is  only  governed  by  his  Court  and  women 
and  rogues  about  him." 

Parliament  apjjears  to  have  submitted 
meekly  to  this  high-handed  treatment,  but 
there  were  some  who  were  not  jirepared  to 
condone  the  King's  follies,  public  and  personal. 
One  of  these  was  Sir  John  Coventry,  who 
had  the  courage  to  stand  up  in  the  House 
and  denounce  the  immoralities  of  the  King, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  oppose  the  lavish 
grants  of  money  by  which  his  infivmies  were 
supported.  This  double  offence  brought  down 
upon  him  the  anger  of  the  King,  who  decided 
upon  a  characteristically  brutal  revenge.  "The 
]\lerry  jMonarch,"  according  to  Bm-net,  "  sent 
some  of  his  guards  to  watch  in  the  street 
where  Sir  John  lodged,  to  leave  a  mark  on 
him."      The    bravoes    "  went    thither,   and   as 
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Coventry  was  goini;  lioiiie  llioy  drew  aliont 
him.  He  stood  up  to  the  wall,  and  drew  the 
flambeau  out  of  his  sei-vant's  hand,  and  with 
it  in  the  one  hand  and  his  sword  in  the  other, 
he  defended  himself  so  well  that  he  got  more 
credit  by  it  than  by  all  the  actions  of  his  life. 
He  wounded  some  of  them,  but  was  disarmed, 
and  then  they  cut  his  nose  to  the  bone.  The 
afFtiir  was  managed  under  the  orders  of  the 
Duke  of  jMonmouth,  to  whose  house  the  rvififians 
repaired  after  performing  their  task."  A  bill 
decreeing  the  banishment  of  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outrage  was  jiassed,  but  of  course  the 
instigators  of  the  vile  business  escaped  un- 
punished. 

In  keeping  with  the  character  of  this 
outrage  outside  the  House  was  a  violent  scene 
which  occurred  within  the  House  of  Commons 
on  May  10th,  1675.  The  episode  arose  out 
of  some  confusion  as  to  the  result  of  a  motion 
in  Committee  of  Supply  respecting  the  English 
regiments  in  the  French  army,  which  was  a 
burning  topic  of  that  day.  The  tellers  on 
reaching  the  table  differed  in  their  reports 
as  to  the  figures.  Thereupon  there  were 
shouts  of  "Tell  again,"  with  opposing  shouts  of  "Report."  Tremendous  disorder  ensued; 
leading  members  jumped  ujion  the  table,  and  their  followers  crowded  about  them  with  gestures 
and  loud  cries  of  defiance.  There  w"as  a  particularly  violent  altercation  between  Lord  Ca\endish 
and  Sir  John  Hanraer.  It  was  alleged  by  some  that  the  feeling  between  the  two  ran  so 
high  that  the  former  spat  in  the  latter's  face.  While  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  this,  it  is  an 
indisputable  fact  that  there  was  something  very  near  a  free  fight.  When  the  tumult  had 
continued  about  half  an  hour,  the  Speaker,  who  of  course  was  not  presiding  at  the  time, 
entered  of  his  own  accord,  and  making  his  way  at  a  slow  pace  up  the  flooi',  took  the  chair. 
His  presence  and  influence  had  the  effect  of  restoring  order ;  members  gi'adually  resumed  their 
seats,  and  a  little  later  those  most  prominent  in  the  fracas  were  induced  to  get  up  in  their 
places  and  declare  that  they  would  not  allow  their  resentment  at  what  had  passed  to  be 
carried  outside  the  chamber. 

Corrupt  and  venal  as  this  Parliament  was  at  one  period,  it  eventually  became  a  sharji 
thorn  in  Charles's  side.  It  set  itself  steadily  to  ojDpose  the  pretensions  of  the  Crown,  and  took 
up  a  strong  line  on  ecclesiastical  questions  antagonistic  to  that  held  by  the  King.  Wliat 
was,  perhaps,  an  even  greater  sin  in  Charles's  eyes,  it  maintained  a  tight  hold  on  the  purse-strings. 
In  1677  the  relations  between  the  King  and  Commons  were  particularly  strained.  The  quarrel 
was  over  the  King's  foreign  alliances,  which  Parliament,  not  without  reason,  regarded  with  grave 
suspicion.  Charles,  furious  at  the  representations  of  the  Commons  on  the  subject,  decided  to 
dissolve  Parliament.  When,  on  JMay  28th,  the  decision  was  announced,  there  was  an  extraordinary 
scene  in  the  popular  chamber.  The  Speaker,  having  adjourned  the  House  to  July  16th,  without 
naming  place  or  hour,  suddenly  left  the  chair.  There  were  cries  that  he  should  come  back,  and 
an  unseeml}'  struggle  took  place  for  the  possession  of  the  mace ;  but  the  Speaker's  party  were 
too  powerful,  and  he  got  away  in  regular  form  with  the  mace  borne  before  him,  followed,  however, 
by  reproachful  cries.  The  Parliament  lingered  on  for  some  little  time  after  this,  a  constant  and 
growing  source  of  irritation  to  the  King.  Its  activities  were  finally  cut  short  by  its  dissolution  on 
Jaunary  24th,  1679. 
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Cliarlps's  later  rarliaiiieiits  are  remarkable  for 
the  adojflion  of  the  terms  Whig  and  Tory  as  dis- 
tinctive [)arty  names.  ^Nlacaulay,  who  gives  1G79  as 
(he  year  in  whieli  the  nicknames  were  first  used, 
notes  as  a  curious  circumstance  tliat  one  of  them 
has  a  Scotch  and  the  other  an  Irish  origin.  "Both 
in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland  misgovernment  had  called 
into  existence  bands  of  desperate  men,  whose  ferocity 
was  heightened  by  religious  enthusiasm.  In  Scotland 
some  of  the  persecuted  Covenanters,  driven  mad  by 
oppression,  had  lately  murdered  the  Primate,  had 
taken  up  arms  against  the  Government,  had  obtained 
some  advantages  against  the  King's  forces,  and  had 
not  been  put  down  until  ISIonmouth,  at  the  head  of 
some  troops  from  England,  had  routed  them  at 
Bothwell  Bridge.  These  zealots  were  most  numerous 
amongst  the  rustics  of  the  Western  lowlands,  who 
were  vulgarly  called  Whigs.  Thus  the  appellation 
of  Whig  was  fastened  on  the  Presbyterian  zealots 
of  Scotland,  and  was  transferred  to  those  English 
politicians  who  showed  a  disposition  to  ojipose  the 
Court  and  to  treat  Protestant  Nonconformists  with 
indulgence.  The  bogs  of  Ireland  at  the  same  time  afforded  a  refuge  to  Popish  outlaws,  much 
resembling  those  who  were  afterwards  known  as  Whiteboys.  These  men  were  then  called 
Tories.  The  name  of  Tory  was  therefore  given  to  Englishmen  who  refused  to  concur  in 
excluding  a  Roman  Catholic  from  the  throne." 

It  is  to  the  party  system  thus  organised  that  may  be  attributed  the  strong  stand  made 
in  James  II. 's  reign  against  the  infractions  of  the  popular  liberties,  and  the  bloodless  Eevolution 
of  1688.  This  great  movement,  which  firmly  seated  a  new  dynasty  on  the  throne,  required 
the  creation  of  a  second  Convention  Parliament.  Brought  into  existence  as  the  result  of  a 
conference  of  peers  held  at  the  City  Guildhall  immediately  after  James's  ignominious  flight, 
this  assembly  met  at  Westminster  on  January  22nd,  1689,  and  sat  with  the  usual  forms  of 
a  Parliament,  minus,  of  course,  a  Eoyal  speech.  It  settled  the  preliminaries  for  the  new  reign 
and  for  the  immediate  caiTying  on  of  the  government,  and  then  passed  on  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Declaration  of  Eights — that  great  charter  on  which  the  modern  government  of  this 
country  is  based.  The  Declaration  was  agreed  to  with  praiseworthy  celerity,  and  its  terms 
were  subsequently  embodied  in  a  measure  known  as  the  Bill  of  Bights.  The  last  act  in  the 
drama  was  the  formal  offering  of  the  Crown  to  William  and  Mary  in  the  Banqueting  House. 
Whitehall  (now  the  United  Service  Museum),  on  February  13th,  1689.  The  Convention 
Assembly's  work  did  not  end  with  this  historic  event.  A  week  later  it  formally  declared  itself 
a  Parliament,  and  as  such  transacted  business  until  January  27th,  1690,  when  it  was  dissolved. 
The  Parliamentary  history  of  the  remaining  years  of  the  seventeenth  centuiy  contains 
little  that  is  of  special  importance  from  cm-  standpoint.  The  one  incident  of  dramatic  interest 
was  the  ejection  of  Sir  John  Trevor,  the  Speaker,  from  the  chair  for  corruption.  This  shameful 
business  we  shall  leave  for  treatment  to  a  subsequent  chapter.  Meanwhile,  it  will  be  sutficient 
to  say  that  it  supplies  a  not  unfitting  finale  to  an  era  in  Parliamentary  government  in  which 
venality  was  a  recognised  principle  of  administration,  and  in  which  the  honour  of  the  Crown 
itself  was  involved  by  sordid  relations  with  foreign  powers. 


CHAPTEll   VI. 


THE   SPEAKER   AS  HOST^PARLTAMEyTARY  COSTUME. 


It  may  not  be  unprofitable  or  without  interest,  before  taking  up  the  thread  of  our  narrative, 
to  step  outside  the  strenuous  political  arena  at  St.  Stephen's  to  examine  some  of  the  lighter 
jihases  of  Parliamentary  life.  We  have  seen  how  the  old-time  Parliament  man  comported 
himself  on  the  public  stage  in  times  of  stress  and  peril.  Let  us  now  endeavour  to  discover 
what  were  his  habits  and  actions    when    away  from    the   blaze  of  the  footlights. 

At  the  bead  of  the  social  as  well  as  the 
political  system  of  the  House  of  Commons  is 
the  Speaker.  He  occupies  the  position  not 
only  by  virtue  of  his  office,  but  by  the  force 
of  the  sanction  which  is  given  by  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  Parliament  for  his  convenience 
and  comfort.  A  sujierb  suite  of  sumjituously 
furnished  rooms  forms  the  official  residence 
of  the  Speaker.  The  oak  panellings,  the 
carved  stonework,  and  the  mullions  and 
tracery  of  the  Gothic  windows,  all  accord 
admirably  with  the  traditions  which  cluster 
around  the  Chair.  One  feels,  in  jiassing 
through  these  ornate  apartments,  that  they 
embody  something  of  the  spirit  of  respect 
and  almost  of  reverence  which  the  British 
people  feel  for  the  president  of  the  popular 
chamber.  Nor  is  the  sentiment  without 
justification.  To  receive  an  invitation  to  a 
Speaker's  reception  is  a  cherished  ambition 
of  every  young  member.  The  appearance 
of  that  member's  name  in  the  dinner  list 
gives  him  a  cachet  at  Westminster  which 
hardly  anything  else  of  the  kind  could  confer. 
Full  social  recognition,  in  fact,  is  to  the  budding 
legislator  what  presentation  at  Court  is  to 
the  aspiring  3"oung  damsel. 

The  dinners  themsehes  are  no  ordinary 
functions.  As  everything  is  done  by  rule  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  so  are  there  im- 
mutable regulations,  sumptuary  and  other- 
wise, for  these  entertainments.  Uniform  or 
Court  dress  is  indispensable.  JIany  and 
ingenious  have  been  the  attempts  to  escape 
the  operation  of  the  rule ;  but  never  with 
success.     The  only  relaxation  which  has  beea 
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made,  at  all  events  in  recent  years,  was 
during  the  short  Parliament  of  1885, 
when,  as  there  were  a  dozen  Labour 
members  in  the  House,  and  they  were 
sufficient  of  themselves  to  form  a  dinner 
party,  the  late  Speaker  (Lord  Peel), 
with  characteristic  kindness  of  heart, 
invited  them  in  a  body  to  dine  with 
him,  and  to  wear  whatever  costume 
they  pleased.  But  this  was  quite  an 
informal  gathering,  and  does  not 
properly  enter  into  the  account.  As 
a  rule,  it  must  be  confessed,  the  re- 
strictive stipulations  have  not  pi-oved 
an  insuperable  bar  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  Speaker's  hospitality,  even  on 
the  part  of  the  most  pronounced 
Democrats.  The  tradition  still  lingers 
in  Parliamentary  circles  of  how  the  late 
Sir.  Biggar  figured  at  one  of  j\lr.  Peel's 
dinner  parties  in  all  the  glory  of  Court 
raiment,  and  of  how,  after  faring 
sumptuously  and  exchanging  confi- 
dences with  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished guests,  he  threw  a  cloak 
around  his  sjiare  foi-m  and,  marching 
over  Westminster  Bridge,  mounted  a 
tram  car  and  so  proceeded  to  his  humble 
home  at  Clapham.  Though  in  essence 
formal  functions,  the  dinners  are  by  no 
means  dull.  There  is  only  one  toast — 
'•The  King" — and  there  is  plenty  of 
time  for  conversation.  When  the  guests 
are  well  matched,  as  they  invariably  are,  thanks  to  the  tact  of  the  Speaker's  secretary,  the  talk 
is  interesting,  and  the  friendly  interchange  of  views  which  there  takes  place,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  has  laid  the  foundations  of  many  sti-ong  friendships. 

The  origin  of  the  Sjjeaker's  dinners  and  receptions  aS'ords  an  interesting  subject  of 
speculation.  Probably  they  do  not  date  much  beyond  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when 
Mr.  Addington  (afterwards  Lord  Sidmouth)  had  a  set  of  apartments,  including  the  Crypt  Chapel, 
placed  at  his  disposal  for  residential  purposes.  There  was,  no  doubt,  a  Speaker's  residence 
before  that  time,  but  it  could  not  have  been  large,  and  any  entertaining  done  in  it  must  ha\e 
been  on  a  modest  scale.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  not  until  we  get  almost  to  the  dawn  of 
the  last  century  that  we  find  any  record  of  the  formal  hospitality  now  so  common.  One 
of  the  earliest  authentic  records  of  it  is  contained  in  a  tiny  little  book  in  the  possession  of 
Lord  Peel,  which  escaped  the  fate  of  so  many  of  the  less  important  archives  of  the  House  on 
the  occasion  of  the  fire.  This  volume,  no  bigger  than  a  housekeeper's  account-book  and  quite 
as  unpretentious  in  appearance,  sets  forth  in  faded  characters  those  who  dined  at  the  Sjieaker's 
table  in  the  year  1800.  The  dinners  then  were  held  weekly,  usually  on  Saturday  but  occasionally 
on  Sunday,  at  what  we  should  deem  the  unearthly  hour  of  half-past  five  (the  present  hour  is 
eight) ;  and,  as  we  state  elsewhere,  the  trysting-place  was  the  Crypt  Chapel,  or  rather  a  portion 
of  it  divided  from  the  rest  for  dining  purposes.  Here,  according  to  the  record,  all  the  great 
men   who    then    assisted    in    the    making    of   English    history   assembled    repeatedly    during    the 
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session.  On  the  very  first  page  are  the  names  of  Pitt,  Dundas,  and  Cirenville  as  diners  on 
February  1st;  and  turning  overleaf  we  find  that  the  guests  on  the  following  Saturday  included 
Fox,  Sheridan,  Lord  John  Kussell,  Coke,  and  Erskine.  Another  party  a  week  or  two  later 
brought  Pitt,  Lord  Castlereagh,  Dundas,  Pelham,  and  Addington  together  ;  and  diving  at  random 
into  the  pages  we  find  such  familiar  names  as  Palmerston,  Whitbread,  Windham,  Wilberforce, 
and  Townshend  frequently  occurring.  Those  long  past  dinner  parties,  we  may  imagine,  were 
no  sedate  formal  gatherings.  With  two  such  convives  at  the  board  as  Sheridan  and  Fox,  the 
talk  must  have  drifted  into  familiar  channels,  and  as  the  bottle  circulated  so  no  doubt  also  did 
the  good  stories. 

Lord  Colchester  has  left  us  in  his  Diary  a  full  and  entertaining  account  of  a  Speaker's 
dinner  which  he  attended  about  that  period — to  be  precise,  on  February  2nd,  1796.  On  the 
occasion  twenty  sat  down  to  dinner  "  in  a  vaulted  room  under  the  House  of  Commons,  looking 
towards  the  river."  The  guests  were  served  on  plate  bearing  the  King's  arms  by  "three 
gentlemen  out  of  livery  and  four  men  in  full  liveries  and  bags."  All  the  party  wore  full  dress. 
■'  The  style  of  the  dinner  was  soup  at  the  top  and  bottom,  changed  for  fish,  and  afterwards  changed 
for  roast  saddle  of  mutton  and  roast  loin  of  veal.  The  middle  of  the  table  was  filled  with  a 
painted  plateau,  ornamented  with  French  white  figures  and  vases  of  flowers.  Along  each  side 
were  five  dishes,  the  middle  centres  being  a  ham  and  boiled  chicken.  The  centre  course 
hafl  a  jiig  at  toji,  a  capon  at  bottom,  and  the  two  centre  middles  were  turkey  and  a  larded 
guinea  fowl.  The  other  dishes  were  puddings,  pies,  jiuffs,  blancmanges,  etc.  The  wine  at  the 
corners  was  in  ice  pails  during  the  dinner — Burgundy,  Champagne,  Hock,  and  Hermitage." 
Lord  Colchester  adds  that  only  one  toast  was  given — "TlieKing" — and  that  the  company  after 
partaking  of  coffee  and  tea  broke  up  at  nine  o'clock. 

From  this  descrijjtion  it  may  be  gathered  that,  excepting  in  a  gastronomic  sense,  the 
functions  have  not  greatly  changed  in  the  course  of  the  century  that  has  elapsed  since  the  above 
entry  was  written.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  strange  if  they  had,  for  he  would  be  a  bold  Sjaeaker 
who  would  dare  to  introduce  any  striking  innovations  in  social  customs,  which,  though  based 
on  no  written  authority,  are  as  sacred  as  the  jirocedure  of  the   House. 

A  chapter  dealing  with  the  hospitality  dispensed  by  the  official  head  of  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Legislature  affords  an  appropriate  opening  for  a  reference  to  the  by  no  means  uninteresting 
question  of  the  dress  and  equipment  of  members.  Costume  plays,  and  it  has  ever  played,  an 
important  part  in  the  life  of  Parliament.  If  we  regard  the  term  in  its  wider  sense,  we  find 
that  it  has  left  a  trail  on  the  orders   of  the   House   of   Commons   which    is   traceable   through 

the  centuries  to  the 
present  day.  At  one 
time  it  is  swords  that 
are  the  subject  of 
regulation ;  at  another, 
spurs.  Again,  it  is 
hats,  or  it  may  be 
gloves.  Even  the 
serious  work  of  the 
House  is  affected  by 
the  personal  equip- 
ment of  a  member. 
Unless  he  wears  his 
hat  in  certain  circum- 
btances  he  is  not  in 
order  and  cannot  be 
THE  SPEAKER'S  STATE  coAcu,  heard  ;    in  other  con- 
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equally  at  fault,  anil  will  iiievitahlv  ho  called  to  account  by  the  Chair.  In  fact,  from  the 
moment  the  member  goes  down  to  \\'estminster  until  he  quits  the  legislative  precincts,  he  is 
continually  having  brought  to  his  mind  the  philosophy  of  clothes  as  exemplified  in  Parlia- 
mentary traditions  and  practice. 

In  tlie  earliest  times,  when  tlie  regular  sittings  of  Parliament  were  much  more  formal 
and  spectacular  tlian  they  are  at  the  jsresent  day,  the  dress  of  members  had  largely  an  official 
character.  As  is  shown  in  the  quaint  old  painting  of  Parliament  in  Edward  I.'s  time  to 
which  reference  has  previously  been  made,  the  whole  assembly  wore  the  robes  of  their 
respective  orders.  Possibly  this  may  have  been  an  exceptional  sitting,  either  at  the  opening 
or  close,  of  a  Parliament.  But  from  the  fact  that  the  King  in  those  days  jiersonally 
presided  at  the  joint  sitting  of  the  two  Houses,  it  may  be  assumed  with  a  fair  degree  of 
safetv    that    the    custom    of   rolling    was    habitually    observed.     In    later    times,  when    the    two 
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branches  of  the  I^egislature  had  separated,  a  less  formal  system  doubtless  obtained,  and 
the  dress  of  members  was  not  in  any  material  degree  ditlerent  from  that  of  peojile  in  the 
ordinary  walks  of  life. 

Arms  seem-  to  have  been  universally  worn  from  the  earliest  period.  Occasionallv  badges  were 
donned  with  the  lethal  weapons,  to  indicate  the  partisan  sympathies  of  the  wearers.  Thus  a 
Parliament  of  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  came  to  be  known  as  the  '■  Parliament  de  la  Bond "  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  Barons  wore  colom-ed  bands  upon  theii-  slee\es  as  a  demonstration 
of  their  united  antagonism  to  the  two  Spencers.  ■  Another  Parliament — that  of  the  fourtli 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. — was  nicknamed  the  "  Parliament  of  Bats "  because  its 
members,  being  prohibited  from  wearing  swords,  equipped  themsehes  with  long  wooden  staves. 
The  custom  of  wearing  swords  was  a  dangerous  one  when  party  feeling  ran  high  and  hot 
words  were  exchanged  across  the  floor.  Following  the  passing  of  the  Great  Eemonstrance  in 
1641,  there  was,  as  already  noted,  an  exciting  scene  in  which  members  would  have  "  catched  at 
each  other's  locks,"  and  "  sheathed  their  swords  in  each  other's  bowels,"  but  for  Hampden's 
timely    intervention.      Isolated    encounters    arising    out    of   the    habit    of   carrying    arms    were 
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not  uiicoDiinon.  Tlioy  led  eventually 
to  tlie  rigorous  exclusion  of  the  sword 
from  the  Legislative  Charnber  hy  the 
order  of  the  House.  Before  this  oc- 
curred, the  (Speaker  had  been  en- 
dowed by  the  House  with  special 
authority  to  sui)press  duelling  with  a 
stern  hand.  On  January  31st,  l(i41, 
in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  the  in- 
creasing acrimony  of  the  debates,  an 
order  was  passed  "  that  the  Speaker 
shall  have  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
and  stay  such  members  of  tliis  House 
as  he  shall  be  informed  do  either 
send  challenges  or  receive  or  enter(:ain 
challenges."  A  little  more  than  four 
years  later — on  April  28th,  1G45  — a 
farther,  and  more  wide-reaching  rule 
was  jiassed.  It  was  to  the  effect  "  that 
if  any  quarrel  happen  between  any  ge 
London  and  Westminster  and  the  lines 
information  thereof  to  Mr.  Sjaeaker,  he 
their  persons  till  the  House  be  acquaint 
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ntlemen   or    others,  in    any  place    within    the    cities    of 
of  communication  (the  House   not    sitting),  that    upon 
shall  have  power  to   send   for    the   parties   and    secure 
d  with  it,  and  take  further  order."     That  this  authority 
to    the    Speaker   to   act   the   role  of  peacemaker 
was  exercised  from  time  to  time  there  is   ample 
evidence  to  show".     The  most  conspicuous  instance 
of  his  intervention  is  supplied  by  the  incident  of 
the  quarrel  .between  Lord  Cavendish  and  Sir  John 
Hanmer  over  the  result  of  a  division,  an  account 
of  which  has  been   given    in   an    earlier   chapter. 
On   that  occa.sion    Lenthall    e.xtracted   from    each 
of  the   leading    parties    in  the  fracas  a  promise 
that  the  quarrel  should  not  be   carried  outside. 

Before  the  Stuart  period,  during  which  this 
lively  episode  occurred,  the  House  had  witnessed 
some  curious  developments  in  costume.  By  no 
means  the  least  striking  was  that  which  was 
introduced  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The 
petticoat  robes  of  Plantagenet  times  had  just 
been  expelled,  and  the  trouser  as  an  article  of 
everj'day  costume  had  made  its  appearance.  The 
new  garment  as  then  worn  was  a  fearful  and 
wonderful  article.  It  took  the  form  in  most 
cases  of  trunk  breeches  of  enormous  size,  the 
artificial  distension  being  secured  by  stuffing  the 
interior  with  wool,  tow-,  hair,  or  anything  that 
came  handy.  So  cumbersome  were  they  that 
special  arrangements  had  to  be  made  to  relieve 
the  wearers  of  the  burden  when  indoors.  In  the 
Harleian  5IS.  it  is  stated  that  "  over  the  seats 
in  the  Parliament  House  were  holes  two  inches 
stpiare  in  the  wall,  in  which  were  posts  supporting 


The    Speaker    as    Host — Parliamentary    Costume  63 


a  scaffold  round  the  rooms  for  the  use  of  those  who  wore  gi-eat  breeches  stuffed  with 
hair  like  woolsacks."  The  scaffolds,  it  is  added,  continued  until  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when 
they  were  taken  down,  the  fashion  having  then  gone  out.  In  connection  with  these  extra- 
ordinary articles  of  attire,  Holinshed  relates  an  amusing  story:  '"A  prisoner  ajipearing  before 
a  judge  to  answer  an  accusation  against  him  at  the  time  that  the  law  prohibited  wearing  baise 
stuffed  into  the  breeches,  was  told  that  he  wore  his  breeches  contrary  to  the  law.  He  began  to 
excuse  himself  of  the  offence,  and  endeavouring  by  little  and  little  to  discharge  himself  of 
that  which  he  did  wear  within  them,  he  drew  out  of  his  bi-eeches  a  pair  of  sheets,  two  table- 
cloths, ten  napkins,  four  shirts,  a  brush,  a  glass,  and  a  comb,  night-caps  and  other  things  of 
use,  saying,  'Your  Highness- may  understand  that  because  I  have  no  safer  a  storehouse,  these 
pockets  do  serve    me    for    room    to    lay  up    my  goods  in,  and    though  it    be    a    straight    pirison, 


Tiiij  8rEAKi;r.'s  state  dixi.\«-room, 
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yet  it  is  a  storehouse  big  enough  for  them,  for  I  have  many  things  more  of  value  yet  within 
it."  With  a  laugh  the  judge  dismissed  the  prisoner,  only  stipulating  that  he  should  restock 
his  storehouse  with  the  articles  with  which  he  strewed  the  Court. 

The  gargantuan  trunk  breeches  and  the  exaggerated  ruffs  and  furbelows  ga\e  place  to 
a  quieter  style  of  costume.  Puritanism,  which  was  then  making  itself  felt,  was  opposed  to  the 
fripperies  of  the  beaus  of  Elizabeth's  Court.  It  even  looked  askance  at  spurs,  for  we  find  it 
recorded  by  D'Ewes  that  on  a  certain  day  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  the  \'irgin  Queen's 
reign,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  day  "admonished  that  none  should  enter 
with  their  spurs,  not  to  offend  others."  Subsequently  action  was  taken  from  the  Chair 
relative  to  the  practice.  "JMr.  Speaker  showed  to  the  House  that  some  particular  members 
found  themselves  aggrieved  that  the  ancient  order  for  putting  off  their  spurs  before  they  came 
into  the  Parliament   House  was  not  observed,   which  he  prayed  might  be  done."     Others,  it  is 
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further  stated,  suggested  tliat  hoots  and  rapiers  shouhl  he  taken  away,  "hut  nothing  was  done 
thereon."  The  prohibition  against  the  wearing  of  spurs  continued  for  many  years,  but  in 
process  of  time  it  became  rather  a  tradition  than  a  decree.  How  it  was  read  towards  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century  is  shown  by  the  following  extract  from  Lord  Colchester's 
Diary:  "March  18th,  1796.— No  business  in  House  of  Commons;  but  Popham,  an  old  M.P., 
represented  to  me  that  I  was  disorderly  in  wearing  my  spurs  in  the  House,  as  none  but 
county  members  were  entitled  to  that  privilege." 

So  far  as  clothing  was  concerned,  the  House  in  the  Stuart  period  came  to  be  divided  much 
as  it  was  on  political  matters.  The  stern,  unbending  Parliamentarians  adopted  a  plain,  severe 
form  of  attire — a  long  cloak,  with  the  sugarloaf  hat  and  top  boots.  In  striking  contrast  to  them 
were  the  adherents  of  the  Court,  who  wore  long  curls  flowing  gracefully  from  under  a  plumed 
hat,  and  whose  cloak  served  rather  to  accentuate  than  to  conceal  the  richly  embroidered  vests 
which  were  a  characteristic  part  of  their  costume.     Sir  Philip   Warwick,  describing  Cromwell's 
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first  entrance  into  the  House,  shows  very  clearly  the  distinction  between  the  two  parties  in  this 
matter.  '•  I  came  one  morning  into  the  House  well  clad,"  he  says,  "  and  perceived  a  gentleman 
speaking  whom  I  knew  not,  very  ordinarily  apparelled,  for  it  was  a  plain  cloth  suit,  which 
seemed  to  have  been  made  by  an  ill  country  tailor.  His  linen  was  plain  and  not  very  clean ; 
and  I  remember  a  speck  or  two  of  blood  upon  his  little  band  which  was  not  much  larger  than 
his  collar.  His  hat  was  without  a  hatband,  his  sword  stuck  close  to  his  side,  his  countenance 
swollen  and  reddish,  his  voice  sharp  and  untunable,  and  his  eloquence  full  of  fervour."  During 
the  Commonwealth,  this  plainness  of  costume  noted  in  the  case  of  Cromwell  on  his  first 
appearance  at  St.  Stephen's  became  the  rule.  A  solemn,  sober-garbed  assembly  gathered 
during  those  eventful  years  to  do  the  nation's  business  in  the  jieculiar  style  which  marked  the 
period.  On  the  Eestoration  there  was  a  reaction  from  the  rigid  suppression  of  the  Puritanical 
regime  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  elsewhere  in  the  country.  Legislators  blossomed  forth 
into  the  gayest  of  beaus  and  fops.  Long  hair,  embroidered  vests,  laced  ruffles,  and  perfumed 
handkerchiefs  were  everywhere  in  evidence.     Never  had   the    dull    old  interior  of  St.   Stephen's 
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Chapel  been  so  resplendent  with  colour.  But  the 
mode  passed.  When  the  troubles  with  the  Second 
James  brought  the  House  back  to  the  serious  con- 
cerns of  life,  the  members,  with  their  indifference  to 
constitutional  innovations,  put  off  their  smart  clothing 
and  once  more  came  down  to  the  level  of  a  work-a- 
day  existence.  The  Speaker,  meanwhile,  was  left 
largely  to  his  own  devices  as  far  as  costume  was 
concerned.  In  the  absence  of  an  official  garb  he 
customarily  donned  the  dress  of  the  period  in  the 
style  which  best  pleased  him.  As  in  the  case  of 
he  general  body  of  legislators,  he  wore  his  hat,  only 
removing  it  when  addressing  the  House.  The  covered 
head  implied  no  disrespiect  in  those  days.  On  the 
contrary,  as  in  Eastern  countries  to-day,  it  was  a 
breach  of  manners  to  be  seen  without  the  hat  in 
company.  To  this  period  are  to  be  traced  the  rules 
affecting  headgear  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
strike  the  visitor  as  so  curious  when  he  first  makes 
acquaintance  with  them.  Early  in  the  eighteenth 
century  the  Speaker  was  endowed  with  a  wig  and 
official  dress,  and  the  hat  in  his  case  lost  its 
significance. 

The  eighteenth  century  ushered  in  a  new  sartorial  era.  in  Parliament.  The  prevailing  note 
was  a  stiff  formalism.  Full  dress  was  the  rule,  and  those  who  had  orders  habitually  wore  them. 
Waljjole  invariably  addressed  the  House  with  the  broad^blue  riband  of  the  Garter  consjjicuous 
across  his  breast.  The  elder  Pitt  never  failed  to  appear  in  dress  coat  and  tie  wig,  as  if  prepared 
for  a  levee.  Lord  North  was  also  a  great  stickler  for  the  proprieties  in  dress,  and,  in  allusion 
to  his  Garter,  was  mo.st  frequently  referred  to  as  "the  nolile  lord  with  the  blue  riband."  The 
scene  at  all  times  was  one  of  much  brilliancy ;  but  it  had  an  added  touch  of  splendour  on 
the  night  of  a  great  debate,  when  the  benches  were  full.  Then  the  glitter  of  stars  and  the 
challenging  colours  of  the  ribands  of  the  Orders  of  the  Garter  and  the  Bath,  with  the  eager, 
animated  faces  on  the  back  benches  a25pearing  from  imder  the  grey  powdered  wigs,  which  were 
universally  worn,  gave  a  distinction  to  the  assembly  which  it  cannot  lay  claim  to  in  these  times 
of  levelling  broadcloth  and  ostentatious  contempt  for  display  in  the  everyday  affairs  of  life. 

While  the  general  character  of  the  eighteenth-century  Parliaments  was  a  dignified 
splendour  of  attire,  there  were  exceptions  to  the  rule  of  smart  dressing.  One  of  these  was 
John  Ehves,  the  miser,  who  sat  in  three  successive  Parliaments  for  Berkshire.  Elwes  was  a 
character  of  his  day.  Though  his  income  was  many  thousands  a  year,  he  would  hang  about 
Palace  Yard  in  the  hope  that  some  brother  member  would  give  him  a  lift  home,  and  when 
he  arrived  there  he  would  often  turn  into  bed  after  a  frugal  meal  to  save  light  and  firing. 
His  costume  was  in  keeping  with  these  penurious  habits.  He  is  said  by  his  biogi-apher  to 
"have  nearly  reached  that  happy  climax  of  poverty  which  has  more  than  once  drawn  to  him 
the  compassion  of  those  who  passed  him  in  the  street."  The  only  concession  he  made  to  his 
dignity  as  a  member  was  to  keep  a  special  suit  for  the  Speaker's  dinners  and  for  other  social 
gatherings.  In  the  course  of  the  session  the  Speaker  and  the  political  leaders  became  well 
acquainted  with  this  costume,  and  the  joke  went  round  that  no  one  had  a  right  to  take 
offence  at  Elwes,  ''  as  he  had  the  same  habit  with  everybody."  In  the  House  on  one  occasion 
an  accident  happened  to  the  old  man  which  was  a  standing  Parliamentary  joke  for  years 
afterwards.  "  Elwes,"  says  Harford,  "  wore  a  wig ;  it  looked  as  if  it  might  have  been  picked  off  a 
hedge  or  a  scarecrow.  At  that  time  we  used  to  wear  dress  swords  occasionally  at  the  House: 
for  instance,  if  going  to  the  opera.     One  day  Bankes,  whose  carnage  is  stiff  and  lofty,  had  on 
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his  sword  and  was  seated  ii(>xt  to  I'^hves.  wlio  leant  his  lioad  forward  ju>t  as  Bankes  was  rising 
up  to  leave  his  place,  when  the  hilt  of  his  sword  eame  in  contact  with  Elwes's  wig,  which  it 
whisked  oflf  and  bore  away.  The  House  was  instantly  in  a  roar  of  laughter.  I  never  shall 
forget   the    scene.      There   was   old    Elwes  without   his  wig,  darting  forward  to  reclaim  it,   and 


unconscious    of    the    sword    knot 


wore,    and    wonderinf 


Bankes    marching   on    quite 
what  the  laugh  was  about." 

The  advent  of  the  nineteenth  century  saw  the  end  of  the  old  grand  style  in  Parliamentary 
costume.  Gradually  the  knee-breeches,  the  wigs,  the  silk  stockings,  the  silver  buckles,  and  the 
dazzling  ribands  gave  place  to  the  sober  and  unpretentious  garb  of  modern  life.  What  there 
was  of  daily  display  took  the  form  of  bright  ties,  bottle-green  waistcoats,  and  other  affectations 

of  the  Dandy  Era.  These 
lingered  on  beyond  the 
period  when  the  men 
of  the  Young  England 
coterie  had  outgrown 
their  little  weaknesses. 
But  they  were  faint 
reminiscences  of  departed 
glories.  The  old  spirit 
is  only  truly  revived, 
and  that  transiently,  at 
the  beginning  of  a  session, 
when  the  members  for 
the  City  of  London,  in 
accordance  with  imme- 
morial usage,  take  their 
aM.e.ii->  .1  i-i.se        gp{j(-g    Qy^     the     Treasury 

Bench,    and    the    mover 
make    pleasant    oases    of    colour    in    a 


Address,  attired 


ifciri 


and   the   seconder   of   the 
desert  of  black  broadcloth 

But  if  the  taste  for  fine  clothes  has  waned  in  Parliament,  our  legislators  have  diminished 
nothing  in  their  deference  for  the  rules,  wi-itten  and  unwritten,  which,  as  we  have  already  indicated, 
affect  headgear.  The  hat,  indeed,  has  been  elevated  almost  into  a  parliamentary  fetich.  Without 
the  aid  of  a  hat  a  member  cannot  properly  reserve  his  seat,  though  lenient  Speakers  have  on 
some  occasions  sanctioned  the  use  of  gloves  for  this  purpose.  A  hat,  again,  must  be  worn  if  a 
member  speaks  to  a  point  of  order  during  a  division ;  but  he  must  beware  of  keeping  it  on 
while  a  message  from  the  Throne  is  being  read,  or  when  he  is  entering  or  leaving  the 
Legislative  Chamber.  For  a  member  to  go  uncovered  habitually,  however,  is  a  heinous  offence 
against  etiquette.  By  usage,  the  only  persons  who  are  allowed  to  leave  their  hats  in  the 
cloak-room  are  the  Whips.  The  bare  head  in  their  case  is  the  outward  and  visible  sign  of  the 
oflSce  they  fill. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  costume,  a  few  words  may  perhaps  be  said  about  an  old 
habit  once  widely  prevalent  at  St.  Stephen's,  as  in  general  society — that  of  snuff-taking.  The 
snuff-box  was  at  once  the  sign  of  good-breeding  and  the  mark  of  good-fellowship.  It  was 
carried  as  the  cigarette-case  is  to-day,  and  was  even  more  in  evidence  in  the  legislative 
precincts  than  is  that  adjunct  of  modern  ci\'ilisation.  In  an  old  engraving  showing  Walpole's 
passage  from  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  House  of  Lords  he  is  represented  as  passing 
through  a  chamber  by  the  walls  of  which  is  a  glazed  cupboard  containing  tins  of  snuff.  It 
was  apparently  the  stock-in-trade  of  some  enterprising  salesman  who  had  gained  access  to  the 
House,  as  it  was  easy  enough  to  do  in  those  days  with  a  little  interest.  In  more  recent 
times  a  generous  Legislature  used  to  indulge  its  genteel  weakness  at  the  national  expense, 
and  in  the  Estimates  every  year  was  an  allowance  for  snuff  for  the  use  of  members. 


CHAPTER   VII. 
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A  SUBJECT  of  much  interest  for  the  historical  in\estigator  is  the  rise  of  what  is  known  as  tlie 
Kitchen  Department  of  the  House  of  Commons.  In  our  backward  glance  into  the  past,  we 
feel  anxious  to  know  something  of  the  inner  life  of  the  legislator  at  old  St.  Stephen's.  How- 
were  his  needs  and  his  comforts  ministered  to  ?  How  grew  up  that  social  life  which  now  plays 
so  prominent,  and  in  some  eyes  so  important,  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  nation's  repre- 
sentatives at  Westminster  ?  In  a  sentence  :  How  did  the  House  of  Commons  become  "  the  best 
club  in  London  "  ? 

When    we  essay  to  answer  these    questions,  we    are    confronted  with    a    lamentable    paucity 

of  material.  Antiquarian  writers  and 
annalists  tell  us,  w-ith  great  wealth 
of  detail,  the  story  of  St.  Stephen's 
in  its  architectural,  its  historical, 
and  its  political  aspects.  But  they 
are  for  the  most  part  silent  as  to  the 
everyday  life  of  the  place.  It  is 
only  by  piecing  together  the  casual 
statements  of  gossijiy  writers,  and 
unearthing  an  occasional  fact  from 
old  official  documents,  that  we  are 
able  to  form  a  picture  of  life  at 
Westminster  no  farther  back  than 
a  century  ago.  We  probably  shall 
not  be  wrong  in  assuming  that  the 
absence  of  information  is  explained 
by  the  prosaic  fact  that  there  is 
really  no  story  to  tell.  It  has  to  be 
remembered  that  there  is  a  vast  gulf 
between  the  social  and  domestic 
customs  of  to-day  and  those  of  our 
ancestors  in  Tudor,  Stuart,  and  even 
Georgian  times.  Now  we  turn 
night  into  day.  Our  forbears  reversed 
the  custom,  and  began  the  day  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.  The  dinner- 
hour  was  in  the  forenoon,  and  rarely, 
if  ever,  later  than  midday.  It  is 
recorded  that  when  Charles  II.  pro- 
wiNE  CELLARS  OF  THE  UOU.SE  OF  CO.MMOXS,  ceeded  froHi  the  Tower  to  Westminster 

In  which  a,e  stocked  the  supplies  um-chasedoy  the  Kitchen  Committee      Usually  there  On      the     day     of      his      COronatlon,     hC 

is  wine  to  the  value  of  several  thousand  pounds  in  the  vaults.  "  dined  "  in  the  early  foreUOOn.       This, 
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doulitlcss,  \v;i.s  an  exceptional  ease  of 
early  dining,  and  as  the  meal  was 
followed  bv  the  banquet  in  Westminster 
Hall  later  in  the  day,  the  phrase  may 
be  regarded  as  implying,  not  the  Eng- 
lisli  dinner,  but  the  PVeneh  dejeuner, 
to  wliich  Cliarles's  stay  abroad  had,  we 
may  take  it,  made  him  partial.  Leav- 
ing, however,  this  incident  out  of  the 
question,  there  is  ample  evidence  to 
show  that  at  that  period  the  fashionable 
hour  for  dinner  was  about  the  time 
that  our  modern  legislators,  if  they  are 
specially  early  risers,  are  getting  out 
of  bed. 

The  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House 
of  (\)ninions  was  fixed  to  suit  this 
habit  of  early  rising.  It  was  once  as 
early  as  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Towards  Stuart  times  the  j)ractice 
Ijecame  fixed  of  a  meeting  lasting 
from  eight  until  twelve  o'clock.  At 
the  latter  hour  the  member  was  free, 
unless  his  attendance  was  required  on  a 
Committee,  when  he  had  to  look  in 
again  for  a  short  time  in  the  after- 
noon. 

With  such  arrangements  as  those 
obtaining,  there  was  no  opiiortunity 
for  social  relaxation  within  the  pre- 
cincts, and  no  need  for  the  elaborate 
machinery  which  is  now  in  operation 
to  minister  to  the  creature  needs  of 
the  members.  What  refreshment  was 
required  was  doubtless  obtained  at  one 

or  other  of  the  numerous  coffee-houses  and  taverns  which  clustered  about  the  old  Palace 
like  limpets  upon  a  sea-wall.  For  social  intercourse  there  were,  besides  these  establish- 
ments, a  number  of  more  pretentious  and,  perhaps,  more  select  coffee-houses  in  King  Street, 
where  the  legislator,  freed  from  the  day's  business,  could  drop  in  and  talk  political  "shop" 
over  a  foaming  tankard  of  strong  ale  or  a  cup  of  sack.  Even  the  simplest  refreshment,  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe,  was  unobtainable  in  the  j^recincts  a  couple  of  centuries  ago,  and 
perhaps  at  a  considerably  later  period.  "  Pray  thee,  keep  warm  as  thou  can,"  said  Dame  Alice 
Kenyon,  WTiting  under  date  January  12th,  1693,  to  her  husband,  Roger  Kenyon,  at  Westminster — 
"  Pray  thee  keep  warm,  and  take  something  in  thy  pocket  to  the  PEouse  to  supp  off.  Thy  age 
and  weakness  require  it."  '■ 

There  was  no  doubt  a  certain  freedom  of  manners  in  these  earlier  Parliamentary  days, 
which  made  any  special  catering  the  less  necessaiy.  JNIembers,  as  we  may  gather  from  this 
affectionate  appeal  of  Dame  Kenyon,  were  accustomed  to  take  then-  own  provender  to  the 
House,  and,  it  may  be  surmised  from  certain  entries  in  the  Journals  referring  to  the  piractice 
of  eating  nuts  in  the  Chamber,  they  were  not  ashamed  to  consume  it  there.  Indeed,  we  know 
from  the  direct  statements  of  contemjiorary  writers  that  the  faithful  Commons  opeidy  regaled 
'  Historical  MS.,  14th  Report,  Ap.,  p.  2sl. 
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cellar  ia  capable  of   holding  1,000  gallons, 
low  a  niininnim  of  400  gallons. 
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themselves  with  bread  and  cheese  at  the  trial  of  Charles  I.'  Xor  was  it  alone  in  the  matter 
of  eating  and  drinking  that  our  ancestors  allowed  themselves  latitude.  They  appear  to  have 
smoked  pretty  nearly  as  the  fancy  took  them,  even  actually  profaning  the  precincts  of 
the  Legislative  Chamber,  if  we  accept  the  following  order  of  the  House,  dated  May  23rd,  1693, 
in  its  plain  meaning :  "  That  no  tobacco  be  taken  by  any  member  in  the  Gallery,  nor  at  the 
Table  sitting  at  Committees." 

The  need  for  proper  accommodation  was  not  seriously  felt  until  the  House  took  to  sitting 
to  the  unconscionably  late  hours  of  five  and  six  in  the  evening,  as  it  did  towards  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  This  change  in  Parliamentary  custom  almost  necessarily  involved 
a  corresponding  change  in  private  habits.  Attempts  to  snatch  an  advantage  of  a  lax  opponent 
were  as  common  then 
as  now,  and  the  member 
had  to  be  well  within 
hail  if  he  wished  to 
maintain  the  position  of 
his  party,  which  meant 
to  him  personally  prob- 
ably a  very  great  deal. 
In  this  way  a  supi:)ly  ot 
refreshments  within  the 
precincts  became  practi- 
cally a  necessity.  I'efore 
or  about  the  period  when 
special  arrangements 
began  to  Ije  made  there 
was  a  pleasant  custom 
of  members  "dropping 
in  "  on  a  congenial  spirit 
and  enjoying  such 
hospitality  as  he  had  to 
offer.  Wilberforce,  who 
lived  very  conveniently 
in  Palace  Yard,  was  one 
of  those  who  kept  open 
house  in  this  way.  The 
stream  of  diners  would 
begin  about  three  o'clock, 
and  there  would  usually 
be  a  party  of  about 
twenty.  '"  It  delighted 
us,"  said  JNIr.  Wilber- 
force, "to  see  our  friends 
in  this  way,  especially  as 
it  gave  us  the  oppor- 
tunity of  talking  upon 
any  important  points  of 
public  business,  without 
any  great  sacrifice  of 
time.     Those  who  came 

'  It  mav  not  be  uninteresting  here  to  note  tliat  at  the  proceedings  of  the  South  African  Committee  it  was  Mr 
Cecil  Ehodes's  daily  custom  during  the  period  of  liis  examination  to  Lave  brought  in  a  large  glass  of  stout  and  a 
plate  of  sandwiches,  which  he  partook  ot  while  giving  evidence.  But,  of  course,  there  is  a  broad  distinction  between 
a  sitting  of  a  Select  Committee  and  a  sitting  of  the  House. 


the   Kitcb 
Kitchen  '  he 


MR.   JOHX    BELLAMY, 
department  of  the    House  oi   Commons.     As  proprietor  < 
timate  with  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  the  younger  Pitt. 
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up  late  put  up  with  a 
mutton  chop  or  beefsteak. 
The  Duke  of  ISlontrose 
called  in  one  day  as  we 
were  thus  employed,  but 
declined  taking  anything. 
Seeing,  however,  so  many 
around  him  busy  with 
knife  and  fork,  he  said,  '  I 
cannot  resist  any  longer,' 
and  down  he  sat  to  a 
mutton  chop.  'Ah,  Duke,' 
said  I,  '  if  your  French 
loak  could  see  you  now,  lie 
would  be  quite  affronted.'  " 
Burke  was  another 
who  was  accustomed  to 
receive  his  friends  in  this 
ilelightful  fashion.  His 
menage  was  of  the  happy- 
go-lucky  order^not  dis- 
similar, in  fact,  from  that 
of  his  friend  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who  never  knew  to  a  dozen  or  more  how  many  friends  he 
had  asked  to  dinner.  An  amusing  story  is  related  liy  Prior  in  illustration  of  the  great  oratoi-'s 
carelessness.  "Having  been  detained  late  in  the  House,  he  asked  Fox,  Lord  John  Cavendish, 
and  two  or  three  more  of  the  party  to  sup,  when,  on  announcing  the  object  of  their  visit  to 
]Mrs.  Burke,  a  look  of  annoyance  and  despair  sutficiently  told  of  the  ill-provided  state  of  the 
larder.  A  pause  ensued.  '  Surely,'  saiil  the  host,  with  a  comic  face,  '  there  is  beef  enough  ? ' 
Fox  and  two  or  three  others,  making  an  apology  for  momentary  absence,  huiried  off  to  a 
neighbouring   tavern,    provided   themselves   each   with  a  dish  of  such  fare  as  could  be  procured. 

and,  amid  much  laughter 
from  all  parties — particu- 
larly the  master  of  the 
house,  who  cracked  some 
jokes  on  their  skill  as 
waiters — passed  an  amus- 
ing evening." 

As  far  as  the  House 
of  Commons  is  concerned, 
it  was  not  until  177o 
that  any  steps  of  a  definite 
character  were  taken  to 
provide  refi'eshments  regu- 
larly. In  that  year  JMr. 
.Tohn  Bellamy,  on  assuiu- 
iiig  the  duties  of  deputy 
iiiiusekeeper,  was  urged 
liy  members  to  make  on 
his  own  account  arrange- 
ments for  a  supply  of 
edibles  for  consumption 
on    the   premises.     As  he 


THE    HOUSE   OF   COJIJIOXS   DIXING-EOOM, 
A  fine  apartment  with  windows  overloolcing  the  rive 


THE    HOUSE    OF    COMMONS    DI.NING-KOOM   :     THE     MINISTEIiS     TABLE. 
i  table  is  by  courtesy  absolutely  reserved  for  members  of  the  Government.     Usually  it  is  fully  occuiiied. 
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had  orilv  two  rooms  at  his  disposaL  and  those  of  no  great  size,  he  at  first  demiuTed '  to 
undertaking  the  responsil)ility,  but,  on  being  pressed,  he  agreed  to  see  what  could  be  done. 
He  fitted  up  his  quarters  in  unj^retentious  fashion,  and  provided  a  few  simple  viands,  such 
as  joints  of  beef  and  sandwiches.  In  this  way  came  into  existence  an  institution  which 
flourished  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  won  for  its  originator  a  certain  degree  of  fame. 
The  story  that  William  Pitt  on  his  death-bed  cried,  "Oh,  for  one  of  Bellamy's  pies!"  no 
doubt  is  apocryphal ;  but  the  mere  gossiping  association  of  the  two  personalities  indicates  that 
the  shrewd  old  housekeeper  made  his  mark  in  his  own  particular  line. 

Dickens  in  his  "Sketches  by  Boz  "  gives  a  racy  description  of  "Bellamy's"  as  he  knew  it, 
when  early  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  past  century  he  made  acquaintance  with  it  as  a 
Parliamentary  reporter.  There  were  then  two  rooms  used  for  dining,  in  such  close  proximity 
to  the  House  that  the  laiighter  and  conversation  of  the  diners  floated  into  the  chamber  with 
the  odour  of  the  viands.  Associated  with  these  rooms  was  a  little  bar  place  with  sash  windows, 
where  sat  in  state  Nicholas,  Bellamy's  butler.  "An  excellent  servant  Nicholas  is — an  unrivalled 
compounder  of  salad  dressing,  an  admirable  preparer  of  soda  water  and  lemon,  a  special  mixer 
of  cold  grog  and  punch,  and  above  all  an  unequalled  judge  of  cheese."  No  description  of  him, 
however,  is  necessary,  for  if  the  visitor  has  one  atom  of  observation,  "  one  glance  at  his  sleek, 
knowing-looking  head  and  face,  his  prim  white  neckerchief,  with  the  wooden  tie  into  which 
it  has  been  regularly  folded  for  twenty  years  jiast,  mei-ging  by  impercejitible  degi-ees  into  a 
small   pleated    shirt   frill,  and   his  comfortable-looking   form    encased    in   a  well-brushed    suit   of 


Similar  in  its  general  s 
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'  See  evidence  of   Mr.  John  Bellamv,  the   son,  given  before  the  Select  Committee  on  House  of   Commons  Officers 
and  Fees,  presented  to  the  House  August  12th,  1833. 


Social  Aspects   of   Parliamentary   Life — Wining  and   Dining       73 


black.  'O'ould  give  you  a  better 
idea  of  his  real  character  than 
a  column  of  our  poor  description 
could  convey."'  But  the  real  centre 
of  iuteretit  at  Bellamy's  is  the 
kitchen,  where  you  are  called 
upon  to  notice  "  the  large  fire 
and  roasting  jack  at  one  end  of 
the  room,  tlie  little  talile  for 
washing  glasses  and  draining  jugs 
at  the  other,  the  clock  over  the 
window  opposite  St.  Margaret's 
Church,  the  deal  taljles  and  wax 
candles,  the  damask  table-cloths 
and  bare  floor,  the  plate  and  china 
on  the  tables  and  the  gridiron 
<m  the  fire.  Here,  as  the  division 
is  not  expected  for  half  an  hour 
or  two,  a  few  members  are  loung- 
ing away  their  time,  in  preference 
to  standing  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House,  or  sleeping  in  one  of  the 
side  galleries.  .  .  .  That  female 
in  black,  not  the  one  whom  the 
I.ord's  Day  Bill  Baronet  has  just 
chucked  under  the  chin,  the 
shorter  of  the  two.  is  'Jane,'  the 
Hebe  of  Bellamy's.  Jane  is  as 
great  a  character  as  Nicholas  in 
her  wa\-.  Her  leading  features 
are  a  thorough  contempt  for  the 
great  majority  of  her  visitors ; 
her  predominant,  quality  love  of 
admiration,  as  you  cannot  fail 
to  observe  if  you  mark  the  glee 
with  which  she  listens  to  something  the  young  member  near  lier  mutters  somewhat  unin- 
telligibly in  her  ear  (for  his  speech  is  rather  thick  from  some  cause  or  other),  and  how 
playfully  she  digs  the  handle  of  a  fork  into  the  arm  with  which  he  detains  her  by  way  of 
reply.  Jane  is  no  bad  hand  at  repartees,  and  showers  them  about  with  a  degree  of  liberality 
and  a  total  absence  of  reserve  or  constraint  which  occasionally  excites  no  small  amazement 
in  the  minds  of  strangers.  She  cuts  jokes  with  Nicholas  too,  but  looks  up  to  him  with 
a  great  deal  of  respect ;  the  immovable  stolidity  with  which  Nicholas  receives  the  aforesaid 
jokes  and  looks  on  at  certain  pastoral  friskings  and  rompings  (Jane's  only  recreations,  and 
they  are  vei-y  innocent,  too)  which  occasionally  take  place  in  the  passage,  is  not  the  least 
amusing  part  of  his  character."  The  patrons  of  the  establishment  are  hit  off  in  a  few  ready 
touches.  One  of  them  is  "  a  spare,  squeaking  old  man  .  .  .  who,  elevating  a  little  cracked 
bantam  sort  of  voice  to  its  highest  p)itch,  invokes  damnation  upon  his  own  eyes  or  somebody 
else's  at  the  commencement  of  every  sentence  he  utters."  He  is  "a  very  old  frequenter  of 
Bellamy's,  much  addicted  to  stopping  '  after  the  House  is  up '  (an  inexpiable  crime  in  Jane's 
eyes),  and  a  complete  walking  reservoir  of  spirits  and  water."  His  companion,  an  old  peer, 
has  a  large  tumbler  of  hot  punch  brought  him,  while  he  "damns  and  drinks  and  drinks  and 
damns   and    smiles."     ''Members   arrive   everv  moment   in  a  great   bustle   to   report  that    'the 
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spirited  description  of  Bellamy's  kitchen  in  ' '  Sketches  by  Bo; 
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Clianccllor  of  (lie  IvxclnMiucr  is  up,'  and  to  get  glasses  of  In-amly  and  water  to  sustain  tlicin 
during  the  division;  ]ico|ilc  wlio  have  orden^d  supper  countermand  it  and  pre})are  t(j  go  down- 
stairs, wlien  suddenly  a  iieli  is  licard  to  ring  with  tremendous  violence,  and  a  cry  of  'Division' 
is  heard  in  the  passage.  This  is  enough  :  away  rush  members  pell-mell.  The  room  is  cleared 
in  an  instant ;  the  noise  rapidly  dies  away ;  you  hear  the  creaking  of  the  last  lioot  on  the 
la-t    stair,    and    arf    tef't    alone    with    the    leviatlian    of  lieef   steaks" 


I  the  picture  1,1/  Tho.uas  Sa.idbv,  K.A. 


WESTMINSTER   HALL. 
Showinc  the  inns  .nn.I  cniTee-honses  wliicli  were  once  a  characteristic  ff.itnre  of  Xew  Paliice  Y.-int. 

Bellamy's,  though  rough  and  ready,  as  may  be  gathered  from  Dickens's  lively  description, 
was  not  at  all  plebeian  in  its  charges.  Members  who  can  now  ijureliase  a  bottle  of  excellent  claret 
for  a  shilling,  and  obtain  a  hot  meal  for  the  same  sum,  would  move  the  suspension  of  the 
Constitution  if  they  had  to  pay  the  prices  demanded  of  their  predecessors  at  the  beginning  of 
the  century.  A  sandwich  cost  a  shilling,  a  glass  of  wine  and  water  or  negus  was  Is.  6(/.,  port 
and  sherry  cost  6s.  per  bottle,  claret  10s.,  and  madeira  8s.  On  the  other  hand,  it  should,  in 
justice  to  the  shade  of  the  immortal  Bellamy,  be  stated  that  he  jirovided  cold  meat,  with  bread,  beer, 
and  cheese,  for  2s.  Qd.,  the  same  with  a  salad  and  tart  for  3s.  6d.,  while  os.  Gd.  secured  the  most 
expensive  dinner  that  could  be  had,  this  consisting  of  "  steaks,  veal  pie,  mutton  chops  to  any 
extent,  with  tarts,  salads,  pickles,  beer,  toasted  cheese,  etc,"  ^  surely  the  most  indigestible  menu, 
that  a  legislator  ever  sustained  eloquence  upon.  The  business,  however,  was  undoubtedly  a  very 
fine  one.  Eooms  and  furniture  were  provided  at  the  national  expense,  there  was  very  little 
risk,  and  there  was  a  certain  business  at  the  highest  rates.  Moreover,  the  jjractice  of  supplying 
wine  to  members  with  their  meals  led  to  lucrative  transactions  outside  the  House,  and  so  the 
foundations  were  laid  of  a  business  which  exists  to  this  day  in  Westminster. 

It  was  in  human  nature  that  the  establishment  of  this  pro.sperous  connection  of  the  Bellamy 

'  Mr.  Jolin  Bellamy's  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  ls3o. 
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family  with  the  House  should  provoke  envy.  Many  were  the  att<acks,  open  and  covert,  made 
upon  the  system.  For  example,  in  a  little  work — a  veritable  chronique  icandaleuse  hereafter 
to  be  mentioned — written  by  a  chief  doorkeeper  of  the  House  and  jiublished  in  1793,  a  Bellamy's 
sandwich  is  thus  defined :  "  Two  small  slices  of  bread  and  butter,  almost  transparent,  with  a  thin 
]>iece  of  stale  ham  or  beef  between  them,  and  used  to  keep  the  people  in  the  gallery  from  famishing 
from  eleven  o'clock  until  the  next  morning.  N.B. — Bellamy  charges  a  shilling  for  them,  and 
they  don't  stand  him  above  twopence.  .  .  .  'Bellamy's  profit,'  as  Dick  Rigby  once    said,  when 

Cook  was  appointed  Paymaster-General  with  him,  'is  a  d d  sight  more  than  my  guineas.'" 

These  grumblers  notwithstanding,  the  system  lasted  many  years  after  its  founder  had 
departed  this  life  full  of  years — leaving  a  handsome  fortune  behind  him.  It  would  probably 
also  have  survived  the  life  of  his  son  had  not  the  destruction  of  the  old  Houses  of  Parliament 
and  the  construction  of  the  new  building  brought  prominently  to  the  front  the  question  of  the 
refreshment  arrangements.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1848  that  anything  definite  was  done. 
In  the  session  of  that  year  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  '"to  inquire  into  the  proposed 
arrangements  of  the  Kitchen  and  Eating  and  Accommodation  Rooms  for  members  and  officers 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Jsew  Palace  of  Westminster,  and  to  report  whether  any  and 
what  improvements  could  be  made  in  the  present  system  of  supplying  refreshments."'  A  report 
was  in  due  course  forthcoming,  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  Sessional  Committee  to 
control  the  arrangements  of  the  Kitchen  and  Eating  Departments.  Effect  was  given  to  the 
Committee's  proposal,  and  the  new  re'f/ime  was  installed  immediately  the  Commons  entered 
into    occupation    of   its    new    home.     Apparently    its   operations    were   not    regarded    with    entire 

ajijiroval  by  "the  trade,"  for  a  petition  was 
]iresented  by  hotel  and  tavern  keepers  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  House  com- 
plaining of  the  facilities  for  indiscriminate 
refreshment  afforded  by  the  department  within 
the  precincts.  The  Kitchen  Committee,  to 
whom  the  matter  was  referred,  declined  to 
vary  their  plans,  believing  them  to  be  essential 
to  the  convenience  of  members  and  of  visitors 
to  the  House;  but  they  stated  that  "as  a 
jirotection  to  other  parties "  they  had  been 
careful  to  give  strict  instructions  that  no 
refreshments  whatever  should  be  sold  in  the 
halls  of  the  House  upon  those  days  when  the 
House  and  its  Committees  were  not  sitting. 

Once  established,  the  system  of  direct 
official  supervision  of  the  creature  needs  of 
members  was  never  abandoned.  Changes, 
however,  have  been  made  in  it  from  time  to 
time,  to  meet  the  growing  demands  imposed 
upon  the  department  by  the  extension  of 
facilities  for  social  intercourse  and  the  lengthen- 
ing of  the  hours  of  business.  For  a  period 
the  actual  work  of  catering  was  left  to  a 
lontractor,  who  receixed  a  grant  from  the 
public  funds  and  supi)lied  refreshments  at 
fixed  rates.  Eventually  the  Committee  took 
the  duties  into  their  own  hands,  and  worked 
the  department  under  a  manager  in  the 
same  way  as  the  house  committee  of  an 
ordinarv  club.     This  arrangement  still  obtains, 
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Strangers 


and  gives  general  satisfaction, 
as  in  the  selection  of  the 
personnel  of  tlie  Coiinnittee 
care  is  taken  to  appoint 
members  of  business  aptitude 
and  practical  experience  in 
the   \V(irk. 

The  ('omiiiittee  holds  its 
meetings  in  the  office  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  fortnightly, 
and  a  sub-Committee  of  seven 
members  meel:s  weekly,  the 
jiurchase  of  wines  and  spirits 
forming  an  important  part  of 
their  deliberations.  Extreme 
care  is  taken  in  the  selection 
of  stocls.  The  practice  is  for 
well-known  wine  merchants 
to  submit  samples  in  bottles 
which  bear  no  indication  of 
their  origin.  These  are 
iiiiiiilicied,  and  the  members, 
with  pencil  and  paper  beside 
them,  iiiite  down  their  opinion 
of  each  as  it  comes  under 
review-.  When  the  tasting  operation  is  completed,  notes  are  compared,  and  the  order  is  given 
to  the  sample  which  meets  with  the  greatest  approval.  So  experienced  are  the  Committee  in 
the  process  of  selection  that  it  rarely  happens  that  there  is  any  great  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  which  is  the  best  wine  submitted. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Commons  cellar  is  the  Valentia  vat,  so  named  after  the  poiuilar 
Whip,  Viscount  Valentia.  This  is  a  liuge  vessel  capable  of  liolding  one  thousand  gallons  of 
Scotch  whisky,  ten  years  old,  15  u.i).  It  is  never  drawn  below  a  minimum  of  four  hundred 
gallons.  A  smaller  vat  of  Irish  whisky  contains  three  hundred  gallons.  The  wine  cellars  are 
methodically  arranged  with  bins  of  bottled  wines,  and  among  them  are  a  selection  of  the 
Royal  sherries  from  Buckingham   and  St.  James's  Palaces  and  Windsor  Castle. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  catering  may  be  gathered  i'rom  the  fact  that  a  staff  of 
twenty  cooks  are  employed,  and  that  the  total  nnniber  of  meals  served  during  last  session 
exceeded  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand.  Tlie  tariff  is  arranged  to  suit  all  pockets.  Vov  a 
modest  shilling  the  frugal  member  can  obtain  a  meal  adequate  for  his  simple  needs.  An 
inclusive  charge  of  2s.  secures  a  plain  dinner  of  three  courses.  An  additional  shilling  com- 
mands a  more  elaborate  meal  ;  while  if  a  member  spends  5s.  he  can  fare  most  sumptuously  on 
all  the  delicacies  in  season.  Tiie  wine  list  is  framed  on  lines  as  comprehensive  as  those  of  the 
bill  of  fare.  A  bottle  of  excellent  claret  costs  no  more  than  10(Z.,  and  a  bottle  of  light  hock 
or  graves  may  be  obtained  for  Is.  Champagne  (1898  wine)  ranges  from  6s.  the  bottle  to 
8s.  Qd.,  and  a  bottle  of  the  1884  vintage  of  a  first-class  brand  costs  no  more  than  15s.  These 
charges  are  indicative  of  the  principles  ujjon  which  "  the  best  club  in  London "  is  worked. 
The  aim  which  is  ke[)t  steadily  in  view  by  successive  Kitchen  Committees  is  to  cater  on  the 
broadest  lines  and  at  t  he  most  moderate  rates.  How  well  they  have  succeeded  the  almost 
embarrassing  popularity  of  the  House  of  Commons  dining-rooms  abundantly  testifies. 


CHAPTER    YIII. 


THE  LOBBY. 


A  GREAT  Parliamentarv  institution  is  tlie  I-oliliy.  It  is  at  once  the  green-room,  the  news 
exchange,  and  the  phiyground  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Everybody  of  importance  who  is  in 
the  House  or  of  the  House  is  to  be  found  there  during  the  evening.  Great  questions  of  policy 
are  discussed  and  sometimes  settled  there.  Within  its  limits  are  Parliamentary  friendships 
cemented,  and  occasionally — \ery  occasionally — are  differences  exacerliated.  On  its  flags 
representatives  of  the  Press  exchange  confidences  witli  ^Ministers,  and  find  the  2)abulum  for 
those  political  notes  which  are  now  a  standing  dish  in  the  columns  of  every  leading  newspaper. 
No  part  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is  so  cosmopolitan  in  its  interests  and  sympathies ;  none 
is  so  broadly  cynical  in  its  way  of  looking  at  things.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  most  interestino- 
centre  that  there  is  in  the  whole  of  the  vast  building. 

When  we  come  to  imjuire  into  the  genesis  of  this  famous  annexe  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  we  are  conii-onted  with  more  than  the  ordinary  difficulty  of  inxeftigatiniT  old 
institutions.  (Ifiicial  records  are  non-existent,  tradition  has  little  to  say  on  the  subject,  and 
biography  and  history  still  less.  The  fact  is,  the  Lobby,  as  we  know  it  to-day,  is  in  the  main 
a  purely  modern  development.  A  Lobliy.  no  doubt, 
there  always  was,  from  the  time  the  faithful 
("oinmons  bad  their  meeting-place  in  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel,  but  it  was  a  mere  ante-chamber  into  which 
all  and  sundry  were  admitted,  from  personal  servants 
of  memliers  to  expectant  placemen  and  casual  idlers. 
Necessarih',  in  the  circumstances  it  was  a  centre 
for  the  exchange  of  gossip,  and  those  who  wanted 
to  know  liow  the  political  world  was  wagging  resorted 
thither.  Old  Pejiys,  in  his  day,  seems  to  have  been 
a  fairly  frequent  visitor.  Amongst  several  references 
to  the  jalace  in  his  Diary  is  the  following  :  ••  Jun.  14, 
1659-60. — Nothing  to  do  at  our  office.  Thence  into 
the  Hall;  and  just  as  I  was  going  to  dinner  from 
\\'estminster  Hall  with  ]Mr.  ]Moore  (with  whom  I  bad 
been  in  the  Lobby  to  hear  news)  I  had  spoke  witli 
Sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  about  my  Lord's  lodgings." 

That  the  Lobby  was  a  lively  spot  on  occasidu 
may  be  gathered  from  various  resolutions  wbicli  the 
House  found  itself  constrained  to  pass  from  time 
to  time  in  the  interests  of  order.  '•That  tlie 
Sergeant-at-Arms  and  his  messengers  do  take  all 
possible  care  to  keep  the  Lobby,  passages,  and  stairs 
of  the  House  clear  of  all  idle,  loose,  and  disorderly 
persons,"  is  the  injunction  wliicb  the  House  passed 
on  January  27th,  1699,  and  it  is  again  and  again 
repeated.  '•  Lacque\'s  and  footmen"  were  in  most 
instances  specifically  mentioned  as  of  the  class  upon 
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ment."' and  directing  that  the 
order  be  posted  up  on  Westminster 
Hall  gate  and  in  the  Lobby, 
and  tliat  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
should  take  into  custody  all 
]iersons  offending  against  it. 
Occasionally  at  that  period,  no 
<loubt.  with  the  lacqueys  and 
ilisorderly  jiersons  who  thronged 
the  Lobby  there  mingled  people 
who  had  serious  business  to  dis- 
charge. A  case  in  point  is  to- 
be  found  in  the  "  Autobiography 
of  Dr.  George  Clarke."  in  the 
Leyborne-Poi)ham  ]\I.S.,*  where 
he  relates  the  circumstances 
attending  his  dismissal  by  the 
Prince  of  Denmark,  and  mentions 
that  while  the  Prince's  agent, 
.Mr.  Nicholas,  was  acquainting 
him  with  the  Prince's  commands 
in  the  Lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  '•  a  footman  came  to 
iNIr.  Nicholas  and  told  him  the 
Prince  must  speak  with  him  im- 
mediately." 
What  the  Lobby  was  like  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  we  are  able  to  judge 
from  an  extraordinary  work  called  "Pearson's  Political  Dictionaiy,"  published  in  1793.  Josejjh 
Pearson  was  for  many  years  jirinciiial  doorkeeper  at  the  House,  and  as  he  was  described  when 
the  work  was  published  as  "  the  late,"  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  his  experience  must  have  gone 
well  back  into  that  century.  The  old  adage  that  no  gentleman  is  a  hero  to  his  valet  finds 
exemplification  in  this  worthy  doorkeeper's  pages.  He  jotted  down  freely  and  frankly  his  views 
of  men  and  things,  and  he  spared  neither  rank,  age,  nor  sex  in  his  confidences.  A  more  personal 
— it  may  be  said  a  more  scandalous — legacy  was  never  left  to  posterity  by  any  official  of  the 
House.  It  has,  however,  one  saving  merit.  It  gives  us  a  picture  of  contemporary  Parliamentary 
life  and  manners  such  as  we  could  not  possibly  otherwise  obtain.  The  work  is  made  up  of 
entries  under  different  headings.  The  Lobby  is  described  as  "a  place  crowded  with  members 
and  other  servants,  and  noisy  as  a  Jews'  synagogue  till  the  High  Constable  and  his  assistants 
clear  it  of  all  strangers  except  those  reporters  who  have  been  too  lazy  to  come  in  time  to  get 
into  the  gallery,  and  who  in  that  case  write  all  the  debates  in  the  Lobby."  There  is  a  iiota 
bene  to  the  following  effect :  "  The  members  shouldn't  choke  up  the  fireside,  nor  come  whisking 
in  from  the  different  coffee-houses  just  to  know  who's  speaking,  and  when  the  debate  is  over." 
A  character  of  the  Lobby,  described  under   another  head  with  a  wealth  of  coarse  detail,  is  the 

'  Bistorical  MS.,  Leyborne-I'opham  MS.,  p.  283. 


TUE   OKAXGE-GIUL. 
A  «  ell-known  Lobby  character  in  tlie  seventeentli  century. 


iiiL  Lui;i;v,  iiuUbl;  or  Cuiiii 
Ihe  duur  on  the  right  of  the  reader  is  the  entrance  to  the  Legislative  Chamber.     At 


'h"  door  on  the  left  the  party  Whii>s  are  posted  and  talie  note 
of  members  as  they  enter  and  leave  the  buildinc. 
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CHARLES  JAMES  FOX   AS  DEMOSTHENES. 

lany  caricatures  published  of  Fox.     It  has  a  satirical 
Lis  fondness  for  platform  oratory. 


orange-woman,  who,  ''with  her  Miuk 
cloak  thrown  aside  a  little,  her  hlaclc 
eyes  and  black  hair  covered  by  a 
slight  curtained  bonnet,  used  to  sit 
.  .  .  with  a  basket  of  oranges  on  one 
liaiid  ami  liard  biscuits  on  the  other, 
chiefly  for  the  use  of  my  friend  Charles 
Fox,  who  seems  more  relieved  by  a 
biscuit  in  a  hot  debate  than  I  am  by 
a  bumper  of  brandy."'  !?he  usually 
appeared,  tlie  observant  doorkeejier 
tells  us,  in  ••  clean  white  silk  stockings, 
Turkey  leather  shoes,  and  pink  silk 
ahort  petticoat."  Her  dress  was  of 
"  clean,  nice,  light  cotton,"  but  some- 
times towards  the  end  of  the  session 
she  would  appear  in  "  a  sjjrigg'd  pencil'd 
member's  muslin  gown,  with  a  thin 
gauze  neckei-chief  by  way  of  enamel," 
to  display  her  charms  to  greater 
advantage.  A  reference  to  the  trading 
operations  of  this  character  is  made  in 
tlie  following  lines  from  the  RoUlad 
—  that  singular  political  anthology 
whirli  the  Parliamentary  wit  and 
wisiloiu  of  the  eighteenth  century 
pniduced  : — 

0     take,  wise  youtb,  the  Hesperian  fruit,  of  use 
Tby  lungs  to  cheiish  with  balsamic  juice. 
With    this  thy  parched  roof   moisten  ;   nor  con- 
sume 
Thy  hours  and  guineas  in  the  eating-room : 
Till,  full  of  claret,  down  with  wild  uproar, 
Vou  reel,  and,  stretch'd  along  the  gallery,  snore. 


But,  to  return  to  our  old  friend  the  doorkeeper.  Under  the  heading  "Going  Home"  we  have 
the  following: — "A  signal  for  dinner.  jNIem  :  I  can  alwaj's  tell  the  members  invited  to  take 
their  mutton  with  the  Speaker,  by  their  ymshing  out  first."  "Dinner  Bell"  is  explained  as 
"a  bell  rung  upon  the  winding  up  of  a  debate,  for  the  members  tipstairs  at  Bellamy's  to  come 
down  and  do  as  they  are  iiid.  N.B. — A  good  excuse  for  some  to  leave  their  bills  unjiaid." 
"Smoking  Room"  is  tlius  ivdiiically  detined :  "Formerly  this  was  a  room  for  members  to 
smoke  their  pipes  in.  Now  the  onlv  use  of  it  is  for  them  to  write  franks  for  the  reporters  by 
way  of  currying  fa\(uir  with  them  for  good  speeches.  It  is  likewise  used  by  the  gallery  people 
to  talk  politics  in  when  they  are  driven  out  of  the  House  on  a  division." 

There  are  other  references  less  cognate  to  the  subject  in  hand,  but  equally  interesting 
from  the  glimpses  they  give  of  the  Parliamentary  manners  of  a  century  since.  "  Alice's," 
for  example,  is  described  as  "a  coffee-house  frequented  by  members  for  soups,  which  Bellamy 
can't  make,  and  other  refreshments,  while  Bm-ke  is  speaking.  INIem. :  He  never  rises  but  I 
have  directly  to  open  the  door  to  let  members  out."  Again  we  are  told  that  "  Jacobs's  "  is  -a 
well-known  house  kept  by  a  black  fellow  of  that  name  in  Old  Palace  Yard,  and  frequented 
by  servants  of  members,  who  have  a  sort  of  rendezvous  tliere  till  the  Lords  and  Commons  are 
up."  "  Here,  too,"  the  veracious  author  proceeds.  "  bills  are  freqitently  brought  in.  The 
Knights  of  the  Whip  and  partv-coloured  tribe  here  fancy  themselves  as  great  as  their  masters, 
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and  are  always  talking  of  the  speeclies  they  have  made,  and  when  their  House  will  be  up. 
Bills  are  read  a  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  Master  Jacobs  obliged  after  all  to  set  up  a  Devil  to 
Lord  Thurlow,  a  Doctor  to  the  Speaker,  Welsh  rabbit  to  Lord  Kenyon,  and  three-farthings' 
worth  of  vinegar  to  Sir  Pepper  Arden,  and  a  thousand  other  articles,  for  the  rogues  have,  all  of 
them,  the  impudence  to  use  their  masters'  names." 

The  impression  left  by  Pearson's  scandalous  jottings  is  that  the  legislators  of  old  days 
were  prone  to  conviviality,  and  in  this  respect  at  least  he  did  them  no  injustice.  The 
amount  of  drinking — open  unbridled  drinking — a  century  or  two  ago  was  ai)palling.  It  was 
no  dishonour  to  the  greatest  to  be  seen  under  the  influence  of  drink  in  public — rather  the 
contrarv.  It  was  a  noble  weakness  wliich  differentiated  the  man  of  spirit  from  the  mere 
huckster.  In  the  Restoration  period  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  not 
infrequently  stained  by  drunken  orgies.  Pepys  mentions  one  instance  which  was  brought 
under  his  personal  notice.  "  Told  how  Sir  Allan  Brodrick  and  Sir  Allen  Apsley  did  come  drunk 
the  other  day  into  the  House,  and  did  both  speak  for  half  an  bom-  together,  and  could  not 
either   be    pulled   or    bid   to    sit    down  and   hold    their    peace,    to   the    great   contempt   of    the 

King's  servants   and    cause."      In   the 

eighteenth  century  the    conditions,  if 

anything,    were  worse.     For   example, 

on    July    loth,    1716,    we    find    Lord 

Stair  writing  to  Lord  Cathcart:'  "  The 

Duke  of   Leeds  is  laid  up.      A  hack- 
ney coach  had  like  to  have  broken  his 

leg    t'other    night  when    he  was  gut 

drunk."       Again,    on    December   4th, 

1722,  Lord  Cathcart  writes  to  a  friend 

giving  an    edifying    account    of   some 

midnight     frolics     of     the     Duke    ol' 

Wharton  and  himself.     He  states  that 

he  and    his    friends  were  drunk,    ami 

adjourned  to  a  Committee  of  the  wholf 

House.       "We  metwith  the  Duke  nl 

Wharton    as  well  refreshed  as  I.     Hi' 

jiroposed    to  survey   all   the   ladies  in 

the  galleries.    .    .    .    He  proposed    tn 

knock  up  Argyle  ;  I  the  King."     Tlic- 

end    of    it    was    that    the    roystercrs 

knocked  up  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who 

received     them     well.      Yet    another 

instance    of   the    drinking   customs  <>i 

the   eighteenth  century  is  sujiplied  in 

a  letter  of  the  ]\Iarquis  of  Rockingham 

to  Sir  George  Savile  dated  from  Went- 

worth,  March  24th,  1768.     In  this  the 

writer  says  :   '•  I  have  not  suffered  in 

health  by  the  fatigues  of  body  or  of 

mind.     I  have  had    a  good    quantity 

of  madeira.      On  Monday  last  I   was 

very   toleral)ly   drunk  by  five  o'clock, 

and  though  I  went  through  a  variety 

of  ceremonies,   such  as  attending  the 

assembly,  supping  and   drinking  with 


./i  c,i;;m!'(/i;;  jiK'/dsAiii  a  fix  datjs  aftei 
THE    ASSASSINATION    OP   THE    EIGHT    HON.    ^I■I.^LI.1C    ri,la  l-.\Ah    ]> 
THE   LOBBY   OP  THE   HOUSE   OP  COMMONS   ON    MAY    llTH,    1S12. 
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many  cMin]iaiii('s,  I  walked  linmc 
myself  in  fact  contimially  diiuik  ( 
rest,  and  was  not  at  all  the  woise 
of  evidence  is  supplied  in  a  |ias- 
afterwards    I/ird    ^linto,    in     ITSS. 


about     four 
•    elevated    f(i 

for  it    the   next    day."     A   iinal 

.Lj'e    edutained    in    a    letter    wiil 

'J'his    administrator,    after    ai 


■k    in     the     mornin<r.    after    having    kept 
ven    hours.       I    liad   a    very    good    night's 


■ontriluition  to  the  volume 
•u  l)y  Sir  (iilbert  Elliott, 
expre^siiin  111'  surjn-ise  at 
the  way  in  whii'h  the  great  orators  of  the  House  of  Commons  reconciletl  their  drinking 
habits  with  their  public  exertions,  wrote:  ■•  I-"ox  drinks  what  [  should  call  a  great  deal, 
though  lie  is  not  reckoned  to  do  so  by  his  i-ompanions  ;  Sheridan  excessively,  and  Grey 
more  than  any  of  them;  but  it  is  in  a  mueh  more  gentlemanlike  way  than  our  Scotch 
druid<ards.  and  is  always  accompanied  by  cle\ci-.  lively  conversation  (ju  sulijects  of  im- 
portance. I'itt,  I  am  told,  drinks  as  much  as  anybody,  generally  more  than  anv  of 
his  company,  and  he  is  a  jileasant  con\ivial  man  at  table."  It  hardly  needs  to  be  said 
that  we  lia\e  advanced  enormously  from  the  manners  of  these  "good  old  times."  Hard 
drinking  in  liigh  political  jilaees,  if  not  unknown,  is  so  exceedingly  rare  as  to  be  practi.'allv 
non-existent. 

Turning  from  this  interesting   ipiestiou  of    I'arliamentary   morals,  we  must  now  touch  upon 

an  incident  in  the  history  of  the  Lobby  which 


igyBi^;« 
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*^ 


?^>his  *()<f.l)l('1  ;».ik1  ll>.e 
cojTcsjHHuIiiMj  <->;>1)l<:ton 
th.c  op|)osil(*  <f(Jall  iiKH  ktlic 
parliliop.  w  hick  scpanited 
tliel).()usi>  of  (lomiiions  (rom 
the  T/ol)hyof  the  House 
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caused,  at  the  time  it  hapjiened,  a  thrill  of 
horror  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  three  kingdoms.  We  refer  to  the 
assassination  of  the  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval 
l)y  the  madman  Bellingham.  The  event 
occurred  on  ^lay  11th,  1812,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  will  take  little  time  in 
the  relation.  On  the  day  named,  Perceval, 
having  be.'U  summoned  from  Downing 
Street  to  a  sitting  of  the  House,  walking 
rapidly  tlu'ough  the  Lobby,  was  about  to 
enter  the  door  of  the  Legislative  Chamber, 
when  a  tall  man  in  a  tradesman's  dress, 
who  was  standing  by,  raised  a  pistol  and 
tired.  The  shot,  which  was  at  almost 
jioint-blank  range,  took  immediate  effect 
in  tlu>  statesman's  heart.  "Perceval 
walketl  on  one  or  two  paces,  faintly  uttered, 
'  Oh !  I  am  murdered,'  and  fell  on  the 
floor.  The  affair  had  been  so  instantaneous  that  no  one  knew  what  had  happened.  Perceval 
had  fallen  at  ^\■illiam  Smith's  feet;  and  Smith,  till  he  raised  up  the  body,  had  not 
recognised  the  murdered  man.  An  officer  of  the  House  called  out,  '  Where  is  the  rascal  that 
fired?'  and  the  tall  man  ro.se  up  from  his  seat,  and  said,  "I  am  the  unfortunate  man.' 
General  Gascoigne  seized  the  man  with  so  mucli  violence  that  he  said  afterwards  that  he 
feared  his  arm  would  have  be<'n  broken.  Other  meml:)ers  in  the  meantime  assisted  in 
securing  the  assassin.  The  man  was  searched ;  and  another  pistol,  still  loaded,  and  some 
papers  were  found  on  him.  Perceval's  body  had  by  this  time  been  placed  in  a  room  in 
the  Speaker's  house.  Medical  aid  had  been  called  in.  to  jironounce  all  such  aid  useless. 
.  .  .  The  shot  by  which  Perceval  had  fallen  had  been  heard  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
For  the  moment  the  business  of  the  day  was  not  interru[ited ;  a  moment  later  a  confused 
whisper  that  some  one  had  been  shot  ran  thiongh  the  House.  A  rush  was  made  to  the 
door,  and  the  truth  became  known.  The  Speaker  was  summoned  from  his  house  by  the 
intelligence  (the  House  was  in  Committee  at  the  time),  and  took  the  chair.  The  assassin 
was  led  up  to  the  table  between  two  of  the  officers  of  the  House.  General  Gascoigne,  the 
member    for   Liverpool,  identified    him  as   John    Bellingham;    the    Speaker   detained  him  till  a 


tai;i.i:t  in  st.  sTi:riii:Ns   hall. 
ors  to  locate  the  points  of  interest  in  tlie  oKl  building 


W: 
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THE  SPEAKEB'S  procession. 
A  statelji  function  which  is  a  daily  prelude  to  the  sitting  of  the  House  of  Commons.    Aa  the  procession  proceeds  through  the  Lobby  all  heads  : 

bared  in  token  of  respect. 
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Middlesex    magistrate  was    olitainable.  and    tlien    had    him    cscDrted.    under    a    strong    guard    of 
members,  to  the  jirison-rooin  of  the    !^ergeant-at-Arms."'  ' 

The  murderer  proved  to  be  the  son  of  a  llunlingdoiishiie  hind  snrvcvur.  wlio  liad  licrn  in 
eonfinoment  as  a  Innatie.  and  had  died  insane.  J'ellinghani.  there  is  little  doubt,  was  himself 
mad.  but,  as  luiniilly  [lut  it  at  I  lie  time,  his  was  "a  speeies  of  madness  which  probably,  for 
the  security  of  m;ud<ind,  ought  not  to  exempt  a  man  from  being  answerable  for  his  actions." 
The  only  conceivable  nioti\e  for  the  crime  was  a  grudge  against  Perceval  because  he  would 
not  interfere  to  secure  Bellingham's  release  from  prison  in  Russia,  where  he  was  incarcerated 
for  five  years  for  debt.  Insane  or  not,  however,  the  assassin  received  short  shrift.  It  so 
happened  that  the  assizes  were  being  held  at  the  time,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  tlie  circum- 
stance to  bring  him  to  immediate  trial.  Within  seven  days  of  the  commission  of  the  crime 
his  body  was  swinging  from  the  gallows. 

This  tragic  affiiir,  it  should  be  stated  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  took  jilace  in  the  Lobbv  of 
the  old  House,  and,  therefore,  at  a  spot  near  the  western  end  of  St.  Stephen's  Hall.  A  tablet 
to  be  found  there  gives  the  exact  limits  of  the  old  Lobby,  and  also  indicates  the  position  of 
the  door  from  which  it  was  entei-ed  from  Westnunster  Hall  by  Perceval  on  the  fatal  day. 

The  present  Lobby,  though  it  can  boast  no  old  associations  and  has  no  dark  episode  to 
stain    its    history,  is  yet   not  without    its    own    special    features   of  interest.     During   tlie  great 

struggle  over  the  question  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh's 
admission  to  the  House  it  was  the  scene  of  some 
lively  encounters  between  the  officers  of  the  House 
and  the  pugnacious  champion  of  heterodoxy. 
About  the  same  period  it  was  often  in  a  ferment 
of  excitement  over  the  differences,  jiublic  and 
jirivate,  arising  out  of  the  Home  Rule  debates. 
I"'eeling  ran  so  high  at  times  that  it  was  only 
by  the  good  offices  of  peacemakers  and  the  dis- 
creet management  of  the  ofScials  that  breaches 
of  the  peace  did  not  occur.  These,  however, 
were  but  transitory  ebullitions.  The  prevailing 
mood  of  the  Lobby  is  a  cy-nical  good-humour, 
which  as  a  rule  rises  altogether  superior  to  the 
mere  spirit  of  faction.  Nothing  is  commoner 
ilian  to  see  mendiers  engaged  one  hour  in  the 
most  heated  altercation  across  the  floor  of 
the  House  and  the  next  exchanging  banter  in 
the  best  of  temper  in  the  Lobby  on  the  inci- 
dents of  the  debate.  There  is  amongst  members 
a  pleasing  spirit  of  camaradei'ie  which  knows 
no  distinctions  of  rank  or  divisions  of  polities  ; 
and  nowhere  is  it  more  manifest  than  in  the 
Lobliy.  Here  the  stern,  unbending  Tory  of  tlie 
old  school  may  be  seen  arm-in-arm  with  the 
most  uncompromising  of  Radicals  ;  here  we  may 
find  the  scion  of  a  noble  liouse  which  has 
possessed  the  strawberry  leaves  for  generations 
hobnobbing  with  the  Labour  member  who  perchance  was  only  a  few  years  previously  earning 
his  living  as  a  working  miner;  here,  not  improbably,  you  may  come  across  an  intransir/eant 
Nationalist  cheek  by  jowl  with  some  fjmatical  Orangeman  on  a  matter  of  business  routine. 
Nor  are  the  amenities  of  the  Lobby  confined  to  mere  trivial  courtesies.  When  :\Ir.  Pradlaugh, 
after  many  rebuffs  and  humiliations,  got  his  Oaths  Bill  through  the  House,  the  man  to  first 
'  '•  The  Life  of  the  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,"  p.  29G. 
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offer  him  liis  congratulations  was  Sir  John  ]\Io\vbrav, 
tlie  late  venerable  member  for  Oxford  University  and 
"  Father  "  of  the  House.  Similarly,  when  Mr.  Parnell 
\indicat('(l  himself  from  the  charge  of  writing  the 
notorious  I'igott  letters,  it  was  the  late  Sir  Walter 
Ijurttelot.  an  old  and  highly  respected  Conservative 
member,  who  Ijroke  down  the  barrier  of  suspicion 
which  existed  between  the  Uncrowiied  King  and  his 
lirother  members  by  cordially  felicitating  him  upon 
unmasking  his  slanderers.  These  are  but  typical 
instances  of  the  temper  and  feeling  which  govern  the 
relations  of  members  in  this  ante-chamber  of  the  House. 
It  is,  indeed,  only  on  \ery  rare  occasions  that  the 
angi-y  passions  which  provoke  tempestuous  outbursts  in 
the  House  find  their  echo  here. 

Politically,  the  I^obby  is  important  as  the  head- 
(piarters  of  the  Wliips  of  the  various  parties.  Xight 
in.  night  out,  these  vigilant  guardians  of  the  party 
interests  keep  watch  and  ward.  No  one  goes  out 
unchallenged.  It  would,  in  fact,  be  as  easy  for  a 
camel  to  pass  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  as  for  a 
member    to    come    in    or    go    out    unobserved.     As    the 

hour  approaches  for  a  division  the  Lobby  fills  up,  and  in  process  of  time  it  becomes  a  seething 
mass  of  humanity.  Then  the  bells  tinkle,  and  stentorian  cries  of  '•  Division  "  are  sent  echoing 
and  re-echoing  through  the  corridors,  until  they  finally  lose  themselves  in  one  exjiiring  shriek 
in  Xew  Palace  Yard.  Members  jiour  in  from  the  smoking-rooms  and  libraries  to  swell  the 
<rowd  which  is  massed  about  the  principal  door  like  a  swarm  of  bees  about  a  hi\e.  There 
is  a  confused  hum  of  conversation,  gi-owing  less  every  minute  until  it  finally  dies  away,  and 
the  Lobby  is  left  in  solitude  save  for  the  officials  and  police  and  a  stray  jom-nalist  or  two. 
81iortly  the  order  to  "  Clear  the  Lobby "  is  given  through  the  wicket  of  the  now  locked 
<loor  of  the  Legislative  Chamber,  the  "strangers"  are  bundled  out  into  the  corridors,  and  the 
Lobby  becomes  even  more  deserted.  But  only  for  a  time.  Graduall}'  the  members  filter 
back  from  the  House,  and  in  perhaps  fifteen  minutes'  time  the  place  is  as  thronged  as  ever 
again.  Soon  the  doors  are  unlocked,  strangers  readmitted,  and  the  life  of  the  Lobby  drops 
into  its  accustomed  groove. 

Before  leaving  the  Lobby  a  reference  must  be  made  to  it  as  a  centre  of  jom-ualistic 
actixity.  Time  was,  as  we  have  seen,  when  every  one  who  cared  to  take  the  trouble  to  walk 
to  St.  Stephen's  could  enter  the  precincts.  Even  doxvn  to  comparatively  recent  times,  nothing 
more  than  a  little  self-confidence  was  needed  to  carry  one  to  the  very  door  of  the  House.  But 
the  dynamite  outrages,  amongst  other  things,  worked  a  great  and,  on  the  whole,  salutar}'  change 
in  the  conditions  of  the  Lobby.  The  right  of  admission  was  strictly  limited  to  representatives 
of  leading  newspapers,  the  chief  officials  of  leading  political  organisations,  and  private  bill 
agents  and  others  interested  in  prixate  bill  legislation.  Unless  on  this  "  Lobb\'  List,"  it  is 
impossible  for  a  jierson  to  penetrate  the  jealously  guarded  outer  jjortals,  much  less  to  remain 
for  any  time  in  the  Lobby.  In  this  fashion  a  gi-eat  journalistic  corporation  has  been  built  up, 
which,  though  closely  allied  with  the  Press  Gallery,  is  yet  completely  distinct  from  it.  It  has 
its  own  committee  of  management,  its  own  rooms  for  writing,  and  its  own  rules  of  conduct. 
According  as  the  times  are  lively  or  the  reverse,  its  importance  increases  or  diminishes ;  but 
it  ever  gives  to  the  Lobby  a  characteristic  feature. 
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LADIES    AT    TIIK    HOUSE. 

"Ladies  at  the  Ifduso"  there  have  lieen  in  inu-  fhaviicter  or  another  alinosf  from  tiiiii' 
immemorial.  As  we  ha\-e  already  seen,  they  were  present  at  one  period  as  legislators,  or,  at 
all  events,  had  the  right  to  be  present.  It  is  also  fairly  certain  that  as  attendants  on  the 
Court  many  dames  of  liigh  birth  participated  in  the  ceremonial  functions  which  accompanied  the 
sittings  of  Parliament  under  the  presidency  of  the  King.  Occasionally,  too,  they  would  appear 
to   have   played    what   in    these    days    we    should   consider  a  popular  part  in  the  doings  of  the- 

Legislature.  So  much  is  to 
be  gathered  from  a  refer- 
ence contained  in  tlie  works 
of  John  Stow  to  a  singular 
incident  which  occurred  in 
the  Parliament  of  142S. 
According  to  this  old 
chi^onicler,  on  a  certain 
day  while  Parliament  was 
sitting,  ''one  Mistress 
Stokes,  with  divers  otlier 
stout  women  of  London, 
of  good  account  and  well 
apparelled,"  went  "openly 
to  the  Upper  House  of 
Parliament  and  delivereil 
letters  to  the  Duke  of 
(iloucester,  to  the  Avch- 
Inshops,  and  the  other 
lords,  because  he  would 
not  deliver  his  wife  .laque- 
line  out  of  her  grievous 
imprisonment  (she  being 
then  detained  as  prisoner 
by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy), 
and  suffering  her  there  to 
remain  unkindly  wliilst  he 
kept  another  adultress. 
contrary  to  the  law  of 
(iod  and  the  honourable 
estate  of  matrimony." 
These  early  advocates  of 
women's  rights,  the  first 
of  a  long  line  of  fair  re- 
formers who  have  invaded 
the  legislative  precincts  to 

5  attend  at  the  House  of  Lords  in  14CS  to  demand  the  release  of  tho  wife  of  the  Dalio  r  i.i      • 

of  Gloucester,  detained  as  a  prisoner  in  France.  redreSS  the  WrOUgS    ot   their. 
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sex,  seem  to  have  created  no 
small  sensation,  and  from  the 
fact  that  the  Commons  \entured 
to  espouse  the  cause  of  the 
unfortunate  Jaqueline,  we  may 
infer  that  their  remonstrance 
had  some  effect.  The  course 
taken  by  the  "  Nether  House  " 
was  to  cunningly  tack  to  a 
subsidy  granted  to  the  Dake  .of 
Gloucester  a  petition  in  favour 
of  the  Duchess.  This  document 
in  quaint  language  sets  forth 
that  '•  ^ly  Lady  of  Grloucester 
lixetli  in  so  grete  dolour  and 
hevyncss  and  hath  so  lament- 
ably written  to  our  Soverein 
Lord  and  to  all  the  Estate  of 
this  noble  Roiaume  to  be  pour- 
veyded  for  l\v  way  of  tretee  or 
in  otherwise  by  the  high  wis- 
dom of  our  Soverein  Lord  and 
the  habundant  discretion  of  the 
Lords  of  his  Counseill,"  that 
the  Commons  were  constrained 
to  ask  "that  her  person  and 
the  alliance  between  this  noble 
Eoiaume  and  her  lands  "  might 
"  be  put  in  salvetee  and  sicker- 
nesse  in  singular  comfort  of 
the  said  Commons  and  of  all 
that  they  livn  coniyn  for." 
History  is  silent  as  to  the 
outcome  of  this  intervention  ; 
but  for  the  sake  of  common 
humanity  we  may  trust  that 
"  Mistress  Stokes "  and  her 
sturdy  following  of  matrons  "  of 
good  account  and  well  apparelled"  did  not  make  their  journey  to  'Westminster  in  vain. 

In  the  episode  just  described  we  have  seen  ladies  at  the  door  of  Parliament,  practically 
in  the  Lobby,  clamouring  for  justice  to  one  of  their  sex.  Between  two  and  three  centuries  later 
we  meet  with  a  lady  in  Parliament  itself  in  the  somewhat  different  role  of  a  suitor  at  the 
Bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  one  of  many  fair  petitioners  of  that  period.  The  applicant 
was  Ann  Fitzharris,  widow  of  a  certain  Edward  Fitzharris,  who  was  executed  in  1681  on 
political  grounds.  Her  story,  which  was  embodied  in  a  petition  she  personally  ]iresented  to 
the  House  on  March  16th,  1688,  was  a  strange  one.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  her  husband 
had  been  prevailed  upon  seven  years  previously  by  the  Popish  interest  to  frame  "  a  treasonable 
Ubel  to  be  laid  on  the  Protestants,  and  being  seized  in  the  attempts"  was  betrayed  by  his 
employers,  who,  fearfid  of  being  known,  sacrificed  him  to  conceal  their  own  guilt.  Tried  before 
a  prejudiced  Bench  and  a  packed  jury,  he  was  condemned  to  death  and  executed.  As  a 
consequence  the  petitioner  and  her  three  children  were  left  in  great  distress,  and  she  therefore 
prayed   the    House    "to    take   the  whole   matter  into    then-    consideration,  that    the    deplorable 
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THE   DUCHESS   OF   GOEDON, 

ghteentli-century  beavity  who  onco  appeared  in  I 
i'  Gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  male  attire. 


CDiitlition  of  liersclf  should  he  considered."  Tlie 
jivayer  of  tlie  petition  was  answered.  ()n  ilay  loth 
a  Committee  was  appointed,  and  it  subsequently 
conducted  an  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  trial.  In  the  result  a  recommendation 
was  made  that  the  petitioner  and  her  three 
children  should  be  commended  to  the  King  "  as 
an  object  of  charity."  Thereafter,  Ann  Fitz- 
harris  figures  no  more  upon  the  Parliamentary 
stage,  though  her  case  supplies  one  of  the  most 
interesting-  precedents  in  constitutional  text-books. 
Not  long  before  this  singular  business  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons — 
to  be  precise  on  June  1st,  1675 — the  presence 
of  ladies  as  spectators  in  the  Legislative  Chamber 
had  been  made  a  subject  of  public  comment. 
The  incident  arose  in  this  W"ay.  There  was  a 
debate  proceeding  on  some  question  of  interest, 
when  the  Speaker  (Seymour)  suddenly  broke  in 
with  the  remark,  '•  I  am  sure  I  saw  petticoats." 
The  amused  House,  as  eager  then  as  it  is  to-day 
for  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  "  scene,"  broke 
off  its  business  to  look  at  the  throng  of  ladies 
who  crowded  the  back  benches  of  the  Strangers' 
Gallery  and  were  peering  over  the  shoulders  of 
the  gentlemen  in  front  of  them  at  the  members  on  the  floor  of  the  Hoase.  "  What  borough 
do  these  ladies  sit  for  ? "  inquired  the  Speaker  in  tones  of  mock  severity.  "  They  serve  for 
the  Speaker's  Chamber,"  jerked  out  a  Parliamentary  wit  of  the  time.  "  The  Speaker  might 
take  them  for  gentlemen  with  fine  sleeves  dressed  like  ladies,"  remarked  another  jester.  And 
so,  laughing  at  its  own  humour,  the  House  betook  itself  anew  to  the  business  of  the  day. 

This  curious  little  interlude  gives  us  an  interesting  insight  into  the  attitude  of  the  House 
two  centuries  ago  towards  fair  visitors  in  the  legislative  precincts.  We  may  gather  from  it 
that  though  ladies  were  denied  admission  they  did  occasionally  find  their  way  in,  and  that,  once 
in,  their  presence  did  not  excite  the  feelings  of  amazement — it  may  be  said  of  horror — which 
the  appearance  of  a  female  figure  inside  the  Legislative  Chamber  would  now  arouse.  The 
truth  is  that,  progressive  as  Parliament  has  been  in  most  things,  in  its  attitude  towards  ladies 
it  has  in  many  respects  reti'ograded.  If  it  were  now  even  so  much  as  pi-02>osed  that  male 
and  female  visitors  should  sit  together  in  the  Strangers'  Galleries,  the  House  would  be  in 
a  ferment  of  indignation;  yet  for  generations  the  two  sexes  mingled  as  spectators  of  the 
debates.  Nor  was  the  attendance  of  ladies  of  a  casual  or  intermittent  description,  at  least 
during  a  considerable  period.  Proof  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  gossipy  records  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  where  numerous  references  are  made  to  the  part  the  "ladies  of  quality" 
played  in  the  doings  at  St.  Stephen's.  Here,  for  example,  is  what  one  well-known  lady  had 
to  say  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  written  in  February,  1762:  '"In  the  House  of  Commons  every- 
body who  can  articulate  is  a  speaker,  to  the  great  despatch  of  business  and  solidity  of  councils. 
They  sit  late  every  night,  as  every  young  gentleman  who  has  a  handsome  person,  a  fine  coat, 
a  well-shaped  leg,  or  a  clear  voice,  is  anxious  to  exhibit  these  advantages.  To  this  kind  of 
beau-oratory  and  tea-table  talk  the  ladies,  as  is  reasonable,  resort  very  constantly.  At  first 
they  attended  in  such  numbers  as  to  fill  the  body  of  the  House  on  great  political  occasions; 
but  a  ghost  (the  Cock  Lane)  started  up  in  a  dirty  obscure  alley  in  the  City,  and  diverted  the 
attention  of  the  female  politicians." 

From  this   it  is  pretty  clear  not  merely   that   ladies  had   admission   to  the   public   galleries. 
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but  that  they  actually  occupied  seats  by  the  side  of  members  on  the  sacred  floor  of  the  House. 
How  this  system  of  uncontrolled  freedom  was  ultimately  abandoned  in  favour  of  absolute 
exclusion,  is  an  oft-told  tale.  It  came  about  through  a  display  of  fractiousness  on  the 
part  of  the  ladies,  which  constitutes  one  of  the  most  diverting  episodes  that  ever  occurred  in 
Parliament.  The  facts  are  worth  relating.  A  great  debate  on  the  state  of  the  nation,  on 
February  2nd,  1778,  had  drawn  to  St.  Stephen's  an  exceptionally  large  number  of  ladies. 
Not  content  with  crowding  the  galleries,  they  trespassed  upon  some  seats  under  the  front 
gallery,  from  which  they  were  customarily  excluded.  A  bluff  naval  captain,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  House,  incensed  at  the  practical  monopoly  of  the  strangers'  benches  by  the  fair  sex, 
and  the  consequent  exclusion  of  several  of  his  male  friends,  drew  attention  to  the  presence  of 
strangers,  with  the  result  that  the  order  was  issued  for  the  clearing  of  the  galleries.  It  was 
easier  to  give  this  order  than  to  execute  it.  The  ladies,  having  come  to  the  House  for  an 
evening's  amusement,  were  not  to  be  easily  denied.  With  one  consent  they  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  commands  of  the  House.  In  vain  the  officials  implored  and  threatened  in  turn.  The 
ladies  absolutely  declined  to  move.  Nor  was  their  defiance  of  a  merely  passive  character. 
They  laughed  and  stamped  and  jeered,  and  generally  conducted  themselves  with  a  licence 
which,  in  these  times,  we  should  only  look  for  in  the  gallery  of  an  East  End  theatre.  The 
authorities  were  in  despair.  They  could  not  use  force,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
impossible  to  permit  the  mandate  of  the  House  to  be  flouted.  In  their  difficulty  they  adoj^ted 
the  only  course  open  to  them.  They  opposed  obstinacy  to  obstinacy,  and  so  in  the  long  run 
carried  their  point.  But  it  was  a 
full  two  hours  before  the  skirts  of 
tlie  last  of  the  ladies  disappeared 
through  the  doorway  of  the  House. 
Afterwards,  so  rigorous  was  the  ban 
against  the  ladies,  that  jMrs.  Sheridan 
was  driven  to  the  expedient  of 
donning  male  attire  in  order  to  secure 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  her 
husband's  eloquence.  Wraxall  also 
mentions  in  his  ''Memoirs"  having 
seen  on  one  occasion  the  beautiful 
Duchess  of  Gordon  in  male  attire  in 
the  Strangers'  Gallery. 

There  must  have  been  some- 
thing in  the  atmosphere  of  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  in  those  days 
which  tended  to  lawlessness  amongst 
the  fair  sex,  for  the  scene  described 
was  no  isolated  incident.  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  Montagu,  in  her  letters, 
describes  in  her  own  vivacious  fashion 
a  somewhat  similar  outburst  which 
occurred  about  the  year  1738  in  the 
■'  other  House."  "  The  ladies,"  she 
wrote,  "  have  shown  their  zeal  and 
appetite  for  knowledge  in  a  most 
glorious  manner.  At  the  last  warm 
debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  it  was 

unanimously    resolved    there    should       — /.■,.„»i  tut  Kathaai  Fortran  Gaiier,,. 
be  no  crowd  of  unnecessary  auditors.  the  duchess  op  queensberby  (as  a  milkmaid), 

Consequently,       the       fair       sex        were  a  noted  beauty  .ind  political  dame  of  the  eighteentli  century. 
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excludeil.  and  the  i^allery  destined  to  the  sole  use  of  the  House  of  Coiniiions.  Notwitlistandini,' 
which  determination  a  tribe  of  ladies  resolved  to  show  on  this  occasion  that  neither  men  nor 
laws  could  resist  them.  These  heroines  were  Lady  Huntingdon,  the  Duchess  of  Queensberry,  the 
Duchess  of  Ancaster,  I^ady  Westmorland,  Lady  Cobhain,  Lady  Charlotte  Pxlwin,  Lady  Archibald 
Hamilton  and  her  daughter,  JNIrs.  Scott,  iind  Mrs.  Pendarvis,  and  Lady  Francis  Saunderson. 
I  am  thus  particular  in  their  names  since  I  look  upon  them  to  be  the  boldest  assertors  and 
most  resigned  sufferers  for  liberty  I  ever  read  of.  They  presented  themselves  at  the  door  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  Sir  William  Saunderson  respectfully  informed  them  the 
Chancellor  had  made  an  order  against  their  admittance.  The  Duchess  of  Queensberry,  as  head 
of  the  squadron,  jDished  at  the  ill  breeding  of  a  mere  lawyer,  and  desired  him  to  let  them  up 
the  stairs  privately.  After  some  modest  refusals,  he  swore  by  G — d  he  would  not  let  them  in. 
Her  Grace,  with  a  noble  warmth,  answered,  '  By  G — d  they  would  come  in,  in  spite  of  the 
Chancellor  and  the  whole  House.'  This  being  rejjorted,  the  Peers  resolved  to  starve  them  out. 
An  order  was  made  that  the  door  should  not  be  opened  until  they  had  raised  their  siege. 
These  amazons  now  showed  themselves  qualified  even  for  the  duty  of  foot-soldiers.  They 
stood  there  till  five  in  the  afternoon  without  sustenance  .  .  .  every  now  and  then  playing 
volleys  of  thumps,  kicks,  and  raps  against  the  door  w'ith  so  much  violence  that  the  sjieakers 
in  the  House  were  scarce  heard.  When  the  Lords  were  not  to  be  conquered  by  this,  the 
two  duchesses  (very  well  apprised  of  the  use  of  stratagems  in  war)  commanded  a  dead 
silence  of  half  an  hour,  and  the  Chancellor,  who  thought  this  a  certain  proof  of  their 
absence  (the  Commons  also  being  very  impatient  to  enter),  gave  order  for  the  opening  of 
the  door,  upon  which  they  all  rushed  in,  pushed  aside  their  competitors,  and  placed  themselves 
in  the  front  row  of  the  gallery.  They  stayed  there  until  after  eleven,  when  the  House  rose, 
and  during  the  debate  gave  applause  and  showed  marks  of  dislike,  not  only  by  smiles  and 
winks  (which  have  always  been  allowed  in  these  cases),  but  by  noisy  laugh  and  apparent 
contempts  (which  is  supposed  the  true  reason  why  poor  Lord  Hervey  spoke  so  miserably)." 

On  another  occasion,  a  good  many  years 
later,  the  peeresses  appear  to  have  again  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  lack  of  restraint  in 
the  House.  The  incident  relates  to  the  debates 
on  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  is  recorded  in  the 
following  entry  in  Greville's  Diary,  under  date 
April  4th,  1829:  "The  House  of  Lords  was  very 
fall,  particularly  of  women  ;  every  fool  in  London 
thinks  it  necessary  to  be  there.  It  is  onl}-  since 
last  year  that  the  steps  of  the  throne  have  been 
crowded  with  ladies ;  formerly  one  or  two  got  in, 
who  skulked  behind  the  throne  or  were  hid  in 
Tyrwhitt's  (the  Black  Rod)  box,  but  now  they 
till  the  space  and  put  themselves  in  front  with 
their  large  bonnets  without  fear  or  shame.  .  .  . 
J^ady  Jersey  is  in  a  fury  with  Lord  Anglesey, 
and  goes  about  saying  he  insulted  her  in  the 
House  of  Lords  the  other  night.  She  was  sitting 
on  one  of  the  steps  of  the  throne,  and  the 
Duchess  of  Richmond  on  the  stej)  above.  After 
Lord  Anglesey  had  spoken  he  came  and  spoke 
to  the  Duchess,  who  said,  '  How  well  you  did 
speak ! '  on  whicli  he  said,  '  Hush !  you  must 
take  care  what  you  say,  for  here  is  Lady  Jersey, 
and  she  reports  for  the  newspapers ' ;  on  which 
Lady   Jersey   said  very  angrily,  'Lady  Jersey  is 
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ventilator  in  ceiling  through  which  ladie 
House. 
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here  fur  lier  own  amusement ;  what  do  you  mean 
by  reporting  for  newspapers?  '  to  which  he  replicil 
with  a  jirofound  bow,  'I  beg  your  ladyship's 
pardon  ;  1  did  not  mean  to  offend  you,  and  if  I 
did  I  make  the  most  ample  apology.'  This  is 
liis  ^•crsion  ;  hers,  of  course,  is  different." 

To  these  lively  incidents,  and  otliers  of  a 
similar  character  which  have  not  been  handed 
down  to  us,  is  probably  to  be  attributed  the 
strong  prejudice  which  grew  up  against  the 
admission  of  ladies  to  the  House  of  Commons- 
a  prejudice  which  in  a  modified  form  survives  to 
this  day.  Whether  so  or  not,  the  etfect  of  the 
scene  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  resulted  in  the  banish- 
ment of  ladies  from  the  chamber  for  more  than 
half  a  century.  For  a  time  they  were  kept 
absolutely  at  arm's  length,  but  eventually,  as  a 
great  concession,  they  were  admitted  to  the 
lantern  above  the  big  chandelier  which  lighted 
the  old  House.  This  was  a  miserable  exchange 
for  the  freedom  formerly  enjoyed.  Not  more 
than  fourteen  could  be  accommodated  there  at 
one  time,  and  the  smoke  and  heat  rendered  the 
atmosphere  almost  insufferable.  IMiss  Edgeworth, 
in  her  memoirs,  gives  an  entertaining  description 
of  a  visit  to  this  dog-hole  in  1822.  "We  went," 
she  says,  "one  night  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
]\Ir.  Whitbread  took  us  there.  A  garret — the 
whole  size  of  the  room — the  former  chapel,  now 
the  House  of  Commons ;  below  kit-cats  of  Gothic 
chapel  windows  stopped  up  appiear  on  each  side ; 
above  the  floor,  and  above  roof-beams.  One  lantern,  with  one  flirthing  candle,  all  the  light. 
In  the  middle  of  the  garret  is  what  seemed  like  a  sentry-box  of  deal  boards,  and  old  chairs 
placed  around  it;  on  these  we  got  and  stood,  and  peeped  over  the  top  of  the  boards.  Saw 
large  chandelier  with  lights  blazing  immediately  below;  a  grating  of  iron  across  veiled  the 
light  so  that  we  could  look  down  and  beyond  it.  We  saw  half  the  table  and  the  mace  lying 
on  it,  and  papers,  and  by  peeping  hard  two  figures  of  clubs  at  the  farther  end;  but  no  eye 
could  see  the  Speaker  or  his  chair— only  his  feet ;  his  voice  and  terrible  '  Order '  was  soon 
heard.  We  could  see  part  of  the  Treasury  Eench  and  the  Opposition  in  their  places — the  tops 
of  their  heads,  profiles  and  gestures  p)erfectly." 

Such  was  the  position  of  afiiiirs  from  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  until  the  fire 
of  1834,  which  changed  many  things,  brought  to  the  front  the  desirability  of  making  adequate 
provision  for  ladies  within  the  chamber  itself.  The  question  was  referred  for  consideration  to 
a  Select  Committee,  and  this  body,  in  July,  1835,  reported  in  favour  of  an  extension  of 
privileges  to  the  fair  sex.     Its  chief  recommendations  were :  — 

"  That  a  portion  of  the  Strangers'  Gallery  at  the  north  end  of  the  House,  not  exceeding  a 
quarter  of  the  whole,  and  capable  of  containing  twenty-four  ladies,  be  set  ajiart  for  their 
accommodation,  di\^ded  by  a  partition  from  the  rest  of  the  gallery,  and  screened  in  front  by 
an  o])eii   trellis  w-ork. 

•■  That  a  book  should  be  left  in  the  custody  of  some  person  appointed  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  in  a  place  made  for  the  purpose  at  the  door  of  the  entrance  of  the  proposed  gallery. 
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"  Thr.t  no  member  be  allowed  to  introduce  more  than  two  ladies  in  the  course  of  one  week, 
unless  the   gallery  should  not  be  fully  occupied. 

"  That  the  gallery  so  proposed  to  be  set  apart  be  called  the  Ladies'  Gallery,  and  be  left 
exclusively  for  their  accommodation." 

These  proj^osals,  it  should  be  stated,  related  to  the  temporary  House  of  Commons  constructed 
in  the  late  House  of  Lords  (or  old  Court  of  Eequests)  after  the  fire,  to  accommodate  the 
lower  branch  of  the  Legislature  pending  the  construction  of  the  new  building.  The  Select 
Committee,  however,  deemed  that  their  reference  was  sufficiently  wide  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  the  question  peimanently,  and  they  consequently  added  to  their  recommendations  one  in 
f  ivour  of  the  construction  of  a  Ladies'  Gallery  in  the  new  House,  capable  of  accommodating  not 
less  than  forty  ladies.  This  suggestion  of  the  Select  Committee  was  not  carried  out  without 
strenuous  ojiposition  from  several  quarters.  Lord  Brougham,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Building 
Committee,  referring  to  the  Ladies'  Gallery,  said  :  ••  If  such  a  proposition  is  to  be  made,  I  enter 
my  protest  against  it,  and  shall  take  the  sense  of  your  lordships  upon  it,  as  being  contrary  to 
the  principle  which  ought  to  govern  legislative  proceedings.  I  think  the  ladies  would  be  better 
employed  in  almost  any  other  way  than  in  attending  Parliamentary  debates.  I  like  to  see 
them  in  their  proper  places."  The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  was  equally  emphatic.  "  Ladies,"  he 
said,  "  are  not  mentioned  in  the  report,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  prevent  it,  they  never  shall  be." 

Notwithstanding  these  ungallant  sentiments  the  ladies,  as  we  know,  had  their  gallery  in 
the  new  House,  though  the  restrictions  in  regard  to  its  limits  were  a  sore  point  with  the 
architect,  who,  if  he  had  been  free,  would  have  dealt  with  the  question  on  much  more  generous 
lines.  In  the  interval  of  a  half-century  which  has  elapsed  since  the  gallery  was  opened,  the 
position  of  ladies  at  the  House  has  been  enormously  strengthened.  The  obnoxious  grille,  it  is 
true,  has  resisted  all  efforts  to  either  displace  it  or  materially  modify  it.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  fair  visitors  have  asserted  themselves  in  other  directions  in  such  a  fashion  as  would  have 


THE  PRESENT   HOUSE  OP   COilMO.NS,  SHOWING  LADIES    GRILLE  ABO\  b   lUl     HEPOlvTERS    GALLERY. 
,  besides  being  accommodated  with  seats  in  the  gallery  behind  the  grille,  are  permitted  to  view  the  House  when  sitting,  from  a  stand 
just  c 


utside  the  entrance  opposite  the  Speaker's  chair. 
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delighted  the  aristocratic  amazons  of  whom  Lady  Mary  Wortley  ilontagu  writes  so  amusingly 
in  the  extract  quoted  above.  In  the  Lobby  they  are  ever  much  in  evidence,  and  they  have 
special  provision  made  for  them  in  the  arrangements  of  the  dining-rooms.  But,  of  com-se,  their 
special  provinte  is  the  Ten-ace.  That  noble  p)romenade  has  become  as  recognised  a  rendezvous 
of  society  as  the  Lawn  at  Ascot  or  the  Ladies'  Jlile  in  Hyde  Park.  The  Terrace  season  reaches 
its  height  when  the  summer  days  are  long  and  warm,  and  the  strawberry  is  at  its  best.  Then 
fair  constituents  of  members  resort  there  in  their  hundreds,  and  the  gayest  of  gay  scenes  is 
jjresented.  Imagine  the  long  promenade  crowded  throughout  a  great  part  of  its  length  with 
ladies  dressed  in  the  height  of  fashion,  some  seated-  at  tables  with  huge  mounds  of  straw- 
berries and  cakes  before  them.  Imagine  a  line  of  members,  j'oung  and  old,  lining  the  Terrace 
wall  and  viewing  with  undisguised  interest  the  scene  as  they  discuss  their  cigars  and  cigarettes. 
Imagine,  further,  a  sparsely  occupied  expanse  of  Terrace  at  one  end,  heavily  barricaded  from 
the  remainder  and  further  protected  by  the  legend  ''For  jMembers  only,"  and  you  will  have 
some  notion  of  what  the  Terrace  is  like  in  high  summer.  jVIembers  at  this  place  and  at  these 
times  seem  to  find  their  duties  sit  lightly  upon  them.  But  it  is  merely  appearance.  Immediately 
the  division  bells  ring,  and  the  stentorian  tones  of  the  police  constables  on  duty  announce  that 
a  division  has  been  called,  there  is  a  scamper  on  their  part  for  the  door.  Gradually  the 
company  thins  out,  until  the  ladies  are  left  in  almost  exclusive  occupation  of  the  jjromenade. 
The  desertion  of  them,  however,  is  but  temporary.  The  return  movement  soon  sets  in,  and 
before  the  night  is  much  further  advanced  jDarties  are  being  formed  for  that  most  delightful  of 
experiences,  a  dinner  at  the  House.  The  sun  has  gone  down,  and  a  myriad  lights  sparkle  on 
the  surface  of  the  great  river  as  it  flows  by,  carrying  on  its  bosom  some  belated  bai'ge  which  is 
taking  adv-antage  of  the  bright  summer  night  to  get  to  the  end  of  its  journey.  From  the  bridge 
which  spans  the  river  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  Terrace  comes  in  a  soft  mm-mm-  the  noise  of 
the  ceaseless  traffic,  and  now  and  again  the  sounds  of  merry  laughter  float  across  the  waterway 
from  the  Embankment  opposite.  P'ashionable  London  has  many  brilliant  things  to  offer  its 
votaries,  but  none  more  interesting  than  an  evening  such  as  we  have  described  on  the  Terrace. 


CHAPTER    X. 

MEMORIES  OF  ST.  STEPHEN'S  (Continued)— THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY. 


After  our  somewhat  long  digression  to  elucidate  some  of  the  lighter  aspects  of  Parliamentary 
life,  we  may  resume  our  survey  of  the  stage  of  old  St.  Stephen's.  When  we  left  Parliament 
it  had  emerged  from  the  troubled  waters  of  the  Eevolutionary  period  and  well  embarked 
upon  a  career  of  constitutional  progress.  The  promise  of  peaceful  times  was  not  belied. 
In  fact,  nothing  hardly  could  be  more  striking  than  the  contrast  between  the  Parliamentary 
history  of  the  seventeenth  and  that  of  the  eighteenth  century.  One  was  pre-eminently  a 
period  of  action  :  the  other  was  as  distinctively  an  era  of  talk — brilliant,  weighty,  enthralling 
declamation,  but  still  talk.  The  change  was  a  natural  outcome  of  the  events  of  the  Rebellion 
and  of  the  Revolution,  which  had  left  the  Constitution  so  clearly  and  rigidly  defined,  and 
had  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Parliament  such  wide  power,  that 
serious  disputes  with  the  Crown 
of  the  old  tyi^e  had  been 
rendered  almost  impossible.  The 
growth  of  the  i^arty  system  pro- 
moted the  development.  Oratory, 
which  had  hitherto  played  liut 
an  occasional  part  in  the  routine 
work  of  Parliament,  now  had  its 
place  as  a  regular  and  indis- 
pensable feature  of  the  machinery 
of  administration.  It  was  the 
touchstone  of  jwpularity,  and  in 
process  of  time  became  the  test 
of  statesmanship. 

In  the  Parliamentary  annals 
of  the  earliest  years  of  the 
century,  the  names  which  most 
command  attention  are  those  of 
Robert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford, 
and  Henry  St.  John,  Lord  Bol- 
ingbroke.  The  two  men  were 
closely  associated  in  political 
work  for  a  good  many  years, 
but  they  were  singularly  unlike. 
Harley  lacked  most  of  the 
qualities  essential  in  a  Parlia- 
mentary   leader.      '■  To    the    end 

(,    ,   .      \.f,     ..  „,  ,  ,  J-'i'otii  the  ^aiilttiuj  by  sir  G,  Kitdler  i/l  tlie  Aatioaai  Portrait  CiatUiy. 

of  his  life,     says  IVIacaulay.  "  he  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^_  ^^^^  ^^  ^^.^^^^_ 

remained    a    tedious,    hesitating,      ^  ,  ,       .       .  „ 

^  Ihe  well-known  statesman  of  the  reign    of    Queen   Anne,  mipeacbea    for   treason   and 

and      confused     speaker.        He     had  acquitted  in  the  reign  of  George  I. 
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A  curious  Dutch  picture,  in  which  the  artist  has  allowed  himself  considerable  licence. 

none  of  the  external  graces  of  an  orator.  His  countenance  was  heavy,  his  figure  mean 
and  somewhat  deformed,  and  his  gestures  uncouth."  St.  John,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a 
profoundly  eloquent  sf)eaker,  endowed  with  jiersonal  graces  which  gave  him  remarkable 
ascendancy  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Unfortunately,  of  his  brilliant  oratory  only  the 
tradition  survives.  Professional  Parliamentary  reporting  in  any  form  was  unknown!  in  his 
day,  and  there  were  no  amateurs,  like  the  industrious  D'Ewes  of  an  earlier  generation,  to 
help  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Hence  we  have  to  take  his  gifts  as  a  speaker  on  trust ;  but 
tliat  his  reputation  was  not  undeserved  is  shown  by  the  extraordinary  impression  he  created 
by  Ids  speeches.  Brougham  says  that  it  was  the  contemplation  of  the  chasm  in  the  records 
of  the  Parliamentary  debates  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  that  "  made 
Mr.  Pitt,  when  musing  upon  its  brink,  and  calling  to  mind  all  that  might  be  fancied  of  the 
orator  fi-om  the  author,  and  all  that  traditional  testimony  had  handed  down  to  us,  sigh  after 
a  speech  of  Bolingbroke — desiderating  it  far  more  than  all  that  has  perished  of  the  treasures 
of  the  ancient  world."' 

These  two  men  between  them  ruled  the  House  of  Commons  dm-ing  the  reign  of  (Jueen  Anne, 
the  one  by  the  viitue  of  the  supreme  quality  of  tact,  and  the  other  b}^  his  personal  gifts  and  eloquence. 
They  shared  a  common  fate  when,  on  the  elections  to  the  first  Parliament  of  George  I.,  the  Whigs 
came  into  power  with  an  immense  majority.  Impeached  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  for  their  conduct 
of  the  negotiations  for  peace  with  France,  Oxford  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  there  to  languish 
for  some  years,  while  Bolingbroke  escaped  a  like  fate  by  fleeing  to  the  Continent,  to  commence 
a  long  life  of  exile.  Two  other  eminent  names  that  are  identified  with  this  period  are  those  of 
Addison  and  Steele,  the  bi-illiant  essayists.     Equally  gifted  as  WTiters,  they  contrasted  strikingly  as 


HENRY   St.  JOHN,   VISCOUNT    BOLINGBROKE. 

Brilliant  and  erratic  Statesman  and  Author,  whose  speeches  in  the  Parliaments  of  Queen  Anne  are  said  to  hav 
been  amongst  the  most  eloquent  ever  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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speakers.      Addison    is    believed    to 

have   made   but  one    speech    in   the 

whole    of  his    Parliamentary    career. 

That  was   when  he  sat  in   the   Irish 

Parliament   as  member  for  Cavan  in 

1709.      The    effort    was    a    comical 

failme.     "  On   a   motion    before    the 

House,"  says  an  Irish  writer,  "  Addison 

rose,  and  having  said  '  JNIr.  Speaker, 

I  conceive,'  paused,  as  if  frightened 

by  the  sound  of  his  own  voice.     He 

again  commenced  :    '  I  conceive,  Mr. 

Speaker,'    when    he    stopped,    until 

roused    by   cries    of    '  Hear  !    hear  ! ' 

when    he    once    more    essayed   with 

'  Sir,  I  conceive.'     Power   of  further 

utterance  was  denied,  so  he  sat  down 
amidst  the  scarce  suppressed  laughter 
of  his  brother  members,  which  soon 
bm-st  forth  when  a  witty  senator 
said  :  '  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  just  conceived  three  times,  and 
brought  forth  nothing.' "  Steele,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  oratorical  qualities 
which  would  have  brought  him  fame 
quite  independent  of  his  writings. 
He  was  witty  and  endowed  in  a  high 
degree  with  the  power  of  good- 
humoured  badinage,  so  effective  in 
a  popular  chamber.     One  of  the  best 

remembered      of       his      sallies      is      his  Essayist  and  statesman,  secretary  of  state  in  tbe  reign  of  George  I. 

description  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  accession  of  George  I.  as  a  body  "  consisting  very 
much  of  silent  people  oppressed  by  the  choice  of  a  great  deal  to  say,  and  of  eloquent  people 
ignorant  that  what  they  said  was  nothing  to  the  pm-pose."' 

His  first  essay  in  the  role  of  a  legislator  was,  howe\er,  unpromising.  Entering  Parliament 
in  1714,  he  felt  constrained  on  the  opening  day  of  the  session — February  14th — to  raise 
his  voice  in  condemnation  of  the  Bill  of  Commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
which  was  then  a  burning  political  question.  He  described  the  measure  as  '■  most  pernicious," 
and  referring  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  whose  influence  had  secured  the  rejection  of  the  scheme 
in  the  previous  session,  said :  "  I  rise  up  to  do  him  honour  and  distinguish  myself  by  giving 
him  my  vote  for  that  his  inestimable  service  to  his  country."  The  remarks  were  like  a  red 
rag  to  a  bull  In  the  Tory  House  of  Commons  in  which  he  found  himself  But  the  reception 
given  to  his  remarks  is  best  described  by  Steele  himself  in  his  '•Vindication.''  -'It  will  be 
impossible,"  he  wrote,  "  for  the  reader  to  conceive  how  this  speech  of  his  was  received,  except 
he  has  haj^pened  to  have  been  at  a  cock-match,  and  seen  the  triumph  and  exaltation  which 
is  raised  when  a  volatile,  whose  fall  was  some  way  gainful  to  jjart  of  the  company,  has  been 
necked.  At  the  mention  of  the  BiU  of  Commerce  the  cry  began  :  at  calling  it  increased :  at 
the  words  '  do  him  honom- '  it  grew  insupportably  loud ;  but  having  no  reason  for  being 
confounded  for  other  people's  folly  or  absurdity,  Mr.  Steele  bore  the  insolence  well  enough 
to  speak  out  what  he  intended.  He  had  hardiness  enough  to  do  it,  from  a  resolution  which 
he  had  taken  to  govern  himself  by  when  he  went  into  the  House,  which  was  to  prefer  the 
fame  of  an  honest  man  to  that  of  an  orator.  .  .   .  Mr.  Steele  does  not  attribute  this  particular 
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outi-age  to  the  House  any  further  (hiin  tliey  ought  to  have  suppressed  it,  and  severely  observed 
upon  it  by  turning  out  the  ofi'enders,  who,  it  is  supjiosed,  were  a  parcel  of  rustics  who  crowded 
in  with  the  members  before  the  election  of  the  Speaker,  from  a  received  error  that  there  is  no 
authority  in  the  House  till  he  is  chosen.  As  he  came  out  of  the  House  he  could  hear  nothing 
but  those  loud  critics  talking  to  one  another  :  '  Oh  !  it  is  not  so  easy  a  thing  to  speak  in  the 
House,'  'He  fancies  because  he  can  scribble,'  and  the  like  deep  animadversions." 

Steele  was  not  long  allowed  to  enjoy  even  the  restricted  measure  of  his  triumjih  meted 
out  to  him  on  his  debut  in  St.  Stejihen's.  Almost  immediately  a  charge  was  concocted  against 
him  of  writing  a  libel  on  the  Ministry  in  a  pamphlet  with  the  title  of  "The  Crisis."  Brought  to 
the  Bar,  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  General  Stanhope,  the  Whig  leaders,  to  su^^port  him  and  aid 
him  with  advice,  Steele,  according  to  one  of  his  auditors,  sjjoke  for  nearly  three  hours  "with  such 
temper,  eloquence,  and  unconcern  as  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  all  who  were  not  prepossessed  against 
him."  The  impression  in  his  favour  was  strengthened  by  a  singular  incident  recorded  in  Forster's 
essay  on  Steele.  Lord  Finch,  who  owed  gratitude  to  Steele  for  having  repelled  in  the  Guardian 
a  libel  on  his  sister,  got  up  to  make  a  maiden  speech  in  defence  of  his  defender.  "  But  bashfulness 
overcame  him,  and  after  a  few  sentences  he  sat  down,  crying  out  as  he  did  so,  '  It  is  strange  I 
cannot  speak  for  this  man,  though  I  could  readily  fight  for  him  ! '  Upon  this  such  cheering  rang 
through  the  House  that  suddenly  the  young  lord  took  heart,  rose  again,  and  made  the  first  of 
a  long  series  of  able  and  telling  speeches."  Of  course,  however  (adds  Forster),  it  did  not  save 
Steele,  who  was  expelled  by  a  majority  of  nearly  a  hundred  in  a  House  of  four  hundred  members. 
Steele  was  subsequently  again  returned  to  Parliament,  and  amid  more  congenial  surroundings 
made  a  considerable  reputation  as  a  speaker. 

The  great  dominating  personality  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  early  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century  was  that  of  Sir  Eoliert  Walpole.     P'rom  the  year  1702,  when  he  was  returned  for  King's 

Lynn,  until  1742,  when  he  retired  from 
public  life,  he  filled  a  conspicuous  jilace  in 
the  assembly  at  St.  Stephen's.  First  of 
Prime  Ministers  in  the  sense  that  we  under- 
stand the  term,  he  held  that  office  un- 
interruptedly for  twenty-one  years — a  record 
that  has  never  since  been  broken.  Under 
his  oegis  the  modern  system  of  responsible 
government  was  built  up.  Kecognising  the 
changed  conditions  brought  about  by  the 
limitations  placed  upon  the  power  of 
tlie  Crown,  he  skilfully  evolved  out  of  the 
materials  to  his  hand  a  machinery  of  ad- 
ministration the  motive  force  of  which  was 
a  party  majority  maintained  in  the  House 
by  the  manipulation  of  the  constituencies 
with  the  aid  of  agencies  not  always  legiti- 
mate. The  Cabinet,  though  not  of  his 
creation,  owes  its  present  character  largely 
to  him.  By  his  resignation  in  1742,  after 
the  adverse  vote  on  the  Chippenham  election 
petition,  he  established  the  important  principle 
that  a  Minister  who  has  lost  the  support  of 
the  House  of  Commons  must  no  longer  hold 
<iftice.  With  all  his  faults,  and  they  were 
many,  he  was  undoubtefUy  a  great  states- 
man, who  deserves  to  be  held  in  honour  by 
his  countrymen. 


From  the  National  Portrait  OaHcrii. 

SIR  RICHARD   STEELE, 
The  brilliant  wit,  author,  and  politician,  who  was  ( 
of  Commons  for  his  wri 
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Walpole's  qualities  were  of  a  diverse  order.  A  great  writer,  an  accomplished  scholar,  and 
a  clever  financier,  he  combined  in  his  person  the  leading  attainments  which  make  for  success 
as  a  popular  administrator.  But  the  true  secret  of  his  power  is  to  be  looked  for  in  his 
profound  insight  into  human  character.  The  cynical  remark  popularly  attributed  to  him — "  All 
meia  have  their  price  "^was  never  uttered  by  him  in  thfit  sweeping  form,  but  it  represents 
not  inaccurately  his  attitude  of  mind  towards  those  with  whom  he  had  to  deal.  "A  patriot, 
sir!"  he  exclaimed  in  his  speech  in  vindication  of  his  policy  in  1741;  "why,  patriots 
spring  ujj  like  mushrooms.  I  could  raise  fifty  of  them  within  the  four  and  twenty  hours. 
I  have  raised  many  of  them  in  one  night.  It  is  but  refusing  to  gratify  an  unreasonable 
or  an  insolent  demand,  and  up  starts  a  patriot ! "  This  cynicism  of  temperament  was 
constitutional.  Dealing  with  a  corrupt  and  venal  crew  in  an  age  of  extraordinary  laxity  in 
public  morals,  he  could  not  believe  it  possible  that  men  acted  from  disinterested  motives. 
Pope  makes  allusion   to  this  foible  of  his  in  these  lines  : 

Seen  him  I  have,  but  in  his  happier  hour 
Of  social  pleasure,  ill  exchanged  for  power ; 
Seen  him  unencumbered  with  the  venal  tribe, 
Smile  without  art,  and  win  without  a  bribe. 
Would  he  oblige  me?    let  me  only  find 
Hecdoes  not  think  me  what  he  thinks  mankind. 

Inseparably  associated  with  Walpole's  Parliamentary  career  was  that  of  his  great  rival 
William  Pulteney.     The   Titanic  oratorical   combats   between  the  two  leaders  remain,  after  the 

lapse  of  close  upon  two  centuries, 
amongst  the  greatest  of  Parliamen- 
tary traditions.  Pulteney's  powers 
as  a  debater  were  vividly  sketched 
by  Speaker  Onslow,  who  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  forming  an 
opinion  upon  them.  Pulteney  had, 
he  said,  "  the  most  popular  parts 
for  public  speaking  that  I  ever 
knew ;  animating  every  subject  of 
popularity  with  the  spirit  of  fire 
that  the  orators  of  the  ancient 
commonwealths  governed  the  peojjle 
by ;  was  as  classical  and  eloquent 
in  the  speeches  he  did  not  p)repare 
as  they  were  in  the  most  studied 
comjiositions ;  mingling  wit  and 
pleasantry,  and  the  application  even 
of  little  stories,  so  properly  to  affect 
his  hearers  that  he  would  overset 
the  best  argumentation  in  the  world, 
and  win  jjeople  over  to  his  side, 
often  against  their  own  convictions, 
by  making  ridiculous  the  truths 
they  were  influenced  by  before,  and 
making  some  men  to  be  afraid  and 
ashamed  of  being  thought  within 
the  meaning  of  some  bitter  ex- 
uiGaiuri/.  jDrcssiou  of  his,  or  within  the  laugh 

SIR  EOBEKT  wALPOLE,  that  generally  went  through  the  town 

The  great  statesman,  who  was  Prime  Minister  for  tweaty-one  successive  years.  at  anv  memorable  stroke  of   his  wit.'" 
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utg  oi  llu  paultuiii  hii  Uuijarlh  uiul  Sir  James  IhornhUl. 

THE   HOUSE   OF  COMllOXS  IN   SIR   BOBERT   WALPOLE'S   ADMINISTRATIOX. 
The  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Onslow  is  in  the  chair,  Sir  RobertWalpole  at  liis  right  hanj.    Ho  is  shown  wearing  the  blue  Riband  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  conflicts  of  the  two  Parliamentary  gladiators  was  over 
Waljiole's  famous  Excise  Bill  in  1733.  The  measure  was  received  with  extreme  hostility  in 
the  City,  and  Pulteney  and  his  associates,  recognising  their  opportunity,  did  their  utmost, 
with  unbounded  success,  to  fan  the  flames  of  public  discontent.  In  the  debate  Wifldham 
compared  Walpole  to  Empson  and  Dudley^  "  who  had  the  misfortune  to  outlive  their  master, 
but   whose    son,    as    soon    as  he  came   to    the   throne,    took   off   both   their  heads " — an   allusion 
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which  was  kpcnly  enjo^-ed  by 
Frt'deriek,  Prince  of  Wales,  a 
bitter  enemy  of  Walpole,  who 
occupied  a  seat  under  the  gallery. 
I'ulteney's  own  speech  sparkled 
with  tlie  peculiar  humour  of 
which  he  was  master.  Walpole, 
he  said,  had  of  late  been  mighty 
bountiful  and  liberal  in  his 
offers  to  the  public.  "He  has 
been  so  gracious  as  to  ask  us 
'Will  you  lia\e  a  land  tax  of 
two  shilliuLfs  ill  the  jiound,  a 
land  tax  of  one  shilling  in  the 
pound,  or  will  you  have  no  land 
tax  at  all  'i  Will  you  have  your 
debts  pai<l  ?  Will  v'ou  have 
them  soon  paid  ?  Tell  me  but 
what  you  want,  let  me  but 
know  how  you  can  be  made 
easy,  and  it  shall  be  done  for 
you.'  These  are  very  generous 
offers,  but  there  is  something  so 
very  extraordinary,  so  farcical,  in 
them,  that  really  I  can  hardly 
mention  them  without  laughing. 
It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  story 
of  Sir  Epicure  Mammon  in  The  Alchymist.  He  was  gulled  of  his  money  by  fine  promises ; 
he  was  promised  the  philosopher's  stone,  by  which  be  was  to  get  mountains  of  gold,  and  every- 
thing else  he  could  desire  ;  but  all  ended  at  last  in  some  little  thing  for  curing  the  itch." 

Walpole  was  singularly  puzzled  by  tbe  allusion  to  Empson  and  Dudley  in  Windham's 
speech,  and  had  to  refer  to  Sir  Phillip  Yorke,  the  Attorney- General,  who  sat  beside  him, 
before  he  quite  grasped  who  those  historical  characters  wei-e.  His  rejily,  however,  lacked 
nothing  in  elTectiveness.  He  trusted  that  those  present  would  think  that  it  was  very  unjust 
to  draw  any  parallel  between  those  notorious  individuals  and  himself.  If  his  character  should 
ever  come  to  be  like  theirs,  he  would  deserve  their  fate.  '•!  know,"  he  remarked,  "that  my 
political  and  Ministerial  life  has  by  some  gentlemen  been  long  wished  at  an  end ;  but  they 
may  ask  their  disappointed  hearts  how  vain  their  wishes  have  been  ;  and  as  for  my  natural 
life,  I  have  lived  long  enough  to  be  easy  about  parting  with  it." 

In  the  end  Walpole  carried  his  measure  by  a  majority  of  sixty-one,  in  one  of  the  fullest 
Houses  ever  known.  Popular  excitement,  which  throughout  had  run  exceedingly  high  during 
the  debates,  reached  boiling  point  when  the  result  was  known.  The  precincts  of  the  House 
were  thronged  with  a  howling  mob — "  sturdy  beggars  "  Waljjole  contemptuously  termed  them 
in  a  historic  phrase — whose  attitude  was  so  menacing  to  Walpole  as  he  went  through 
Westminster  Hall  to  his  carriage  that  only  the  prompt  action  of  his  companion,  Henry  Pelliam, 
who,  drawing  his  sword,  dared  the  rioters  to  attack,  saved  him  from  actual  and  personal  violence. 
After  further  debate  and  divisions,  in  which  the  majority  steadily  dwindled,  Walpole  discreetly 
withdrew  the  Bill.  He  declared  that  he  would  never  be  the  jNIiiiister  to  enforce  taxes  at  the 
expense  of  blood. 

Equability  of  temper  was  a  marked  characteristic  of  Walpole.  Pulteney,  in  a  conversation 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  once  stated  that  his  rival  was  of  a  temper  so  calm  and  equal,  and  so  hard 
to  be  provoked,  that  he   was   very  sure   he  never  felt   the   bitterest   invectives   against  him  for  ■ 


I 


'■THE    UKIUIX    AND    ESSENCE    OP   A    GRAND   EXCISE. 

.Satirical  print  suggested  by  the  ferment  over  Walpole's  Excise  Bill.  The  view  shows 
the  entrance  to  the  old  Hou&e  of  Commons,  and  represents  Walpole  leaving  the  Ilovise 
eiclainuDg,  ■'  It  muHt  and  shall  pass." 
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F,v„i  tht  paiiittdj)  bn  Sir  J.  Kc,niolds,  P.R.A.,  i,i  tlu  Satw.ial  Povtmit  tialUiy. 

WILLIAM   PULTENEY,  EARL   OP   BATH, 
Walpole's  great  rival  ;  famed  for  his  oratorical  powers  and  his  gift  of  brilliant  repartee. 

half  an  hour.  Confirmation  of  this  view  of  Walpole's  character  is  to  be  found  in  the  following 
singular  incident  related  bj  Coxe  in  his  "Life  of  Walpole "' :  "On  February  11th,  1741,  Sandys 
informed  Walpole  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  he  should  on  the  following  Friday  bring  an 
accusation  of  several  articles  against  him.  The  Jliuister,  who  received  the  accusation  with 
great  dignity  and  composure,  immediately  arose,  thanked  him  for  his  notice,  and  after 
requesting  a  candid  and  impartial  hearing,  declared  that  he  would  not  fail  to  attend  the 
House,  as  he  was  not  conscious  of  any  crime  to  deserve  accusation.  He  laid  his  hand  on  his 
breast,  and  said  with  some  emotion :  '  Nil  conscire  sib,  nuUi  palascere  culpa;."  " 

Pulteney  observed  that  the  right  honom-able  gentleman's  logic  and  Latin  were  equally 
inaccm-ate,  and  declared  he  had  misquoted  Horace,  who  had  written  ^^ nulla  jpallascere  culpa." 
The  Minister  defended  his  quotation,  and  Pulteney  repeating  his  assertion,  he  offered  a  wager 
of  a  guinea.  Pulteney  accepted  the  challenge,  and  referred  the  decision  of  the  dispute  to  the 
Minister's    friend,  Nicholas    Hardinge,   Clerk    of   the    House,  a    man    distinguished    for    classical 
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THE  GLTISEA   LOST   BY   WALPOLE   TO   PULTEXEY    IN' 
A    Bi"T    MADE    IX   THE   HOUSE. 


erudition.  Haidinge  decided  against  Walpole ;  the 
guinea  was  immediately  thrown  to  Pulteney,  wlio 
caught  it,  and  holding  it  up  to  the  House,  ex- 
claimed :  "  It  is  the  only  money  I  have  received 
from  the  Treasury  for  many  years,  and  it  shall  be 
the  last."  Pulteney  carefully  preserved  the  coin, 
and  it  ultimately  found  its  way  to  the  Coin  Room 
of  the  British  Museum,  where  it  may  now  be  seen, 
with  an  inscription  in  the  handwriting  of  Pulteney 
setting  forth  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
bet  was  made.' 

A    still     more    striking    instance    of    Walpole's 

imperturbability   is    mentioned  by   Horace    Walpole  in  his    " Eeminiscences."     "At   the    time    of 

the  Preston  rebellion,"  states  this  writer,  "a  Jacobite  who  sometimes  furnished  Sir  Robert  with 

intelligence,  sitting   alone    with    him    one    night,  suddenly   put    his  hand  into   his   bosom   and, 

rising,    said :    '  Why   do   not   I    kill   you   now  ? '     Walpole,  starting  up,  replied :    '  Because  I  am 

a  younger  man  and  a  stronger.'     They  sat  down  again  and  discussed  the  person's  information  : 

but   Sir    Robert    afterwards    had    reasons    for    thinking    that    the    spy    had    no    intention    of 

assassination,  but  had  hoped  to  extract  money  from  him." 

The  introduction  of  the  resolution  by  IMr.  Sandys  referred  to  above  marked   the   beginning 

of    the    end    of    Waljiole's    career    in    the    House    of  Commons.      For   some   years    before,    the 

jMinister's    power    had    been    undergoing    a 

process  of  disintegi-ation.     He  had    incurred 

considerable    odium    by    his    jjacific     policy 

abroad,  and   his    position    had    been    greatly 

weakened  by  attacks    made  upon    him,   con- 
spicuously  by   William  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl 

of    Chatham,    who,    entering    the   House    in 

1735,     had     early    given     evidence     of    his 

commanding  genius  by  sj)eeches  of  a  vigour 

and  eloquence  remarkable   even  in    that   era 

of  splendid  oratory.     In  1739  an   address  in 

favour  of  the  convention  just  concluded  with 

Spain  was  carried  by  only  twenty-eight  votes 

in  a  full  House,  and  the  division  was  followed 

by    an    extraordinary  scene,    culminating    in 

the  withdrawal  of  the  Opposition  in  a  body. 

Thereafter,  Walpole    was    compelled    by    the 

pressure    of   public    ojoinion    to    declare    war 

against    Spain,    and    the    operations    pro\ing 

disastrous,   he    was    called    upon   to  bear  the 

discredit  of   a  iiolicy  which  he  had   pursued 

against  his  better   judgment.      The    imposi- 
tion of  heavy  financial  bm-dens  to  cover  the 

cost    of    the   war    in    the    session    of     1740 

prepared  the  way  for   his   downfall.     In    the 

debate  on  Sandys'  motion,  in  February,  1741, 


1  the  yatu 


al  Forlrait  Gnllt. 


>m  the ]>ortrait  b;j  IC.  Uoan,  R.A.,  ! 

THE   EIGHT   HOS.   HESEY  PELHAM, 
anil  follower  of    W.alpole ;    a  Iciding  member  of    the    Pelham 
Administration. 


'  This  is  probably  the  only  iustance  in  which  a  bet  was  publicly  made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  sporting 
tran.sactions  of  this  character  over  events  happening  in  the  Legislative  Chamber  are  common  enough.  At  the  present 
time  a  new  silk  hat  is  the  favourite  wager.  A  member  now  in  the  House  has  framed  in  his  library  a  cheque  for 
twenty-five  shillings  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  sent  him,  the  cost  of  a  hat  which  the  statesman  had  wagered 
and  lost. 
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Walpole  made  a  brilliant  speech  in  defence  of  liiii  policy,  and 
by  sheer  weight  of  rhetoric  carried  the  House  with  him,  securing 
the  large  majority  of  184.  But  the  stars  in  their  courses  were 
fighting  against  him.  Within  a  twelvemonth  after  the  election 
of  a  new  Parliament  he  was  called  upon  to  defend  himself  from 
a  more  formidable  attack,  led  by  his  old  enemy  Pulteney,  who 
brought  forward  a  motion  for  referring  to  a  Select  Committee 
the  papers  which  had  been  laid  before  the  House  relating  to 
the  war.  ^\"alpole's  speech  in  reply  to  the  acrimonious  attack 
made  upon  him  by  Pulteney,  backed  by  Pitt,  w-as  a  magnificent 
effort,  full  of  fire  and  invective,  and  containing  many  home 
thrusts  for  his  opponents.  Bubb  Dodington  came  esjjecially 
under  the  lash  of  his  withering  satire.  Referring  to  this 
politician's  description  of  his  Administration  as  infamous, 
Walpole  described  him  as  a  person  of  great  self-mortification, 
who  for  sixteen  years  had  condescended  to  bear  part  of  the 
infamy.  Extraordinary  efforts  were  made  by  both  parties  to 
ensure  a  full  muster.  ]\Iany  members  were  brought  direct  from 
a  bed  of  sickness  to  swell  the  numbers.  A  curious  experience 
awaited  one  party  of  invalids  brought  up  in  the  interest  of  the 
Ministry.  "They  had,"  says  Coxe,  "been  placed  in  an  adjoin- 
ing a])artment  belonging  to  Lord  Walpole,  as  Auditor  of  the 
Exchequer,  which  communicated  with  the  House.  The  adversaries, 
aware  of  the  fact,  filled  the  keyhole  of  the  door  with  dirt 
and  sand,  which  prevented  their  admission  into  the  House  until 
the  division  was  over.  On  this  occasion,  as  General  (Churchill 
was  sitting  next  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  hear  the 
debate,  a  member  was  brought  in  who  had  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs.  '  So,'  says  the  Prince, 
'I  see  you  bring  in  the  lame,  the  halt,  and  the  blind.'  'Yes,'  replied  the  General;  'the 
lame  on  our  side  and  the  blind  on  yours.'"  When  the  division  was  called  it  was  found  that 
in  a  House  of  508  members— the  fullest  ever  known — Ministers  only  had  a  majority  of  three. 
After  this  the  end  could  plainly  not  be  far  off.  It  came  on  a  series  of  divisions  on  a  disputed 
]ioint  in  connection  with  the  Chippenham  election  petition,  which  left  the  Government  in  a 
minority,  in  the  last  of  the  divisions,  of  sixteen.  Walpole  immediately  resigned,  and  was  created 
Earl  of  Orford,  with  an  additional  pension  of  £4,000  a  year.  His  leave-taking  of  the  King 
was  highly  affecting.  "  On  kneeling  down  to  kiss  the  King's  hand  his  Majesty  burst  into 
tears,  and  the  ex-Minister  was  .so  moved  with  that  instance  of  regard  that  he  continued  for 
some  time  in  that  posture;  and  the  Iving  was  so  touched  that  he  was  unable  to  raise  him 
from  the  ground.  When  he  at  length  rose,  the  King  testified  his  regret  for  the  loss  of  so 
faithful  a  counsellor,  expressed  his  gratitude  for  his  long  services,  and  his  hopes  of  receiving 
advice  on  important  occasions."  ^  A  determined  effort  was  made  by  Walpole's  political  enemies 
to  call  iiim  to  criminal  account  for  his  actions,  but  skilful  Parliamentary  manoeuvring  on  the 
part  of  his  friends  turned  the  attack  aside.  The  strenuous  efforts  he  had  been  called  upon 
to  make  had,  however,  undermined  his  strength.  In  1745  he  expired  at  his  country  house  in 
Norfolk,  whither  he  had  retired  after  his  fall.  Meanwhile,  his  implacable  opponent,  Pulteney, 
had  retired  to  that  "  hospital  of  invalids,  the  House  of  Peers,''  as  he  once  called  it,  and  in 
so  doing  had  greatly  injmed  his  reputation  as  a  popular  leader.  A  reference  to  this  decline 
of  his  influence  is  contained  in  a  satirical  ballad  of  the  time: — 


From  a  dniiciiuj  hij  W.  Hogarth. 
GEORGE      BUBB      DODINGTON,     LORD 
MELCOMBE. 

A  well-known  politician,  whose  diary  is  one 
of  the  classics  of  political  literature. 


Great  Earl  of  Bath,  your  reign  is  o'er ; 
The  Tories  trust  your  word  no  more, 
The  Whigs  no  longer  fear  ye  ; 


Your  gates  are  seldom  now  unbarr'd, 

Ko  crowds  of  coaches  fill  yuur  lard, 

And  scarce  a  soul  comes  near  ye. 


Cose's  "  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert   Waljiole,"  vol.    i.  p.  6yG. 
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It  is  said  that  I'lillciKn'  u\v 
Walpole.  "  I  reniembiT."  sa y?: 
"my  father's  action  and  words 
from  (Vmrt  and  told  nic  what 
have   turned   the   kev  nf  tlie  (•liis( 


,'d    Ids    earhldin    to 

Horace     ^^'alpole, 

whi'ii    he    returned 

he    had    done — '  I 

set   on   him.'  making 

I'ultenev 


HORACE  WALPOi.i;,  mruTii  r.Aiir. 
A  great  political  writer  and  i 


that  motion  with  his  liaiuL"  Pulteney  had  some 
inkling,  probably,  of  the  origin  of  his  title,  for 
when  he  received  the  patent  of  his  creation  he 
threw  it  on  the  floor  and  trampled  on  it.  He 
outlived  Walpole  by  nineteen  years,  but  he  never 
again  figured  jirominently  in  politics,  thus  to 
some  extent  justifying  a  remark  made  by  that 
statesman  when  he  first  met  his  old  rival  in  the 
House  of  Lords — "  My  Lord  Bat  h,  you  and  I  are 
now  two  as  insignificant  men  as  any  in  England." 

Not  long  after  the  termination  of  Walpole's 
acti\e  political  career,  the  Go\ernment  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Pelhams  (Henry  Pelham  and  his 
brother,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle),  whose  ascendency 
in  the  national  councils  extended  almost  uninter- 
ruptedly over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  dating 
from  1743.  Of  all  the  names  which  secured 
special  prominence  in  the  jiolitical  history  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  these  two.  perhaps,  have  the 
least  title  to  notice.  Henry  Pelham  was  a  respect- 
able mediocrity,  w-ell-meaning  and  industrious,  but  """  "^  ^"'  ^"^'^  -n-aipcie. 
quite  devoid  of  the  qualities  which  are  associated  with  the  highest  statesmanship.  His 
brother,  who  on  his  death  in  1754  succeeded  him  in  the  Premiership,  is  best  described  in 
]\Iacaulay's  scathing  language  :  "  He  was  a  living,  moving,  talking  -caricature.  His  gait  w^as 
a  shuffling  trot ;  his  utteratice  a  rapid  stutter ;  he  was  always  in  a  hm-ry ;  he  was  never  in 
time ;  he  abounded  in  fulsome  caresses  and  in  hysterical  tears.  His  oratory  resembled  that  of 
Justice  Shallow.  It  was  nonsense  effervescent  with  animal  spirits  and  impertinence."  Savage  as 
the  picture  is,  it  is  not  on  the  whole  unjust.  Never  has  there  been  a  Premier  who  attracted  to 
himself  so  much  ridicule  and  contemptuous  criticism.  Henry  Pelham  was  by  far  the  abler  man, 
but  he  never  rose  above  the  level  of  commonplace.  His  policy  was  uninspired,  and  the  lack  of 
genius  w-as  not  compensated  for  by  any  commanding  personal  attractions.  He  appears  the  less 
in  history  as  it  was  during  his  tenure  of  power  that  the  restrictions  against  the  reporting  of 
the  debates  were  in  greatest  force.  Personally  he  would  have  given  the  reporters  a  fairly 
free  hand.  "  Let  them  alone,"  he  remarked  on  one  occasion,  "  they  will  make  better  speeches 
for  us  than  we  can  make  for  ourselves."  These  sentiments,  however,  were  not  those  of  the 
majority,  and  consequently  our  knowledge  of  this  period  in  Parliamentary  history  is  limited. 
One.  interesting  incident  associated  with  Pelham's  name  has,  however,  been  handed  down  by 
Coxe  in  his  "  History  of  the  Pelham  Administration."  According  to  the  biographer,  during  the 
early  years  of  Pelham's  career  at  St.  Stephen's  he  stood  out  boldly  as  a  defender  of  Walpole 
against  Pulteney's  attacks.  On  one  occasion  so  heated  were  his  attacks  on  the  t)pposition 
leader  that  a  duel  was  made  imminent.  "After  a  short  conversation,  in  which  a  challenge  is 
sujjposed  to  have  been  given,  Mr.  Pulteney  quitted  the  House,  and  Mr.  Pelham  rose  up  to 
follow  him,  but  some  common  friends  interposing,  the  Speaker  ordered  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
to  summon  Mr.  Pulteney  to  return.  In  the  meantime  it  was  resolved  by  the  House  '  that 
they  be  enjoined  not  to  prosecute  any  quarrel,  or  show  any  further  resentment  for  what  had 
passed  between  them.'  Mr.  Pulteney  having  returned,  the  Speaker  acquainted  him  with  the 
injunction,    after    which    the    two    members    stood    up    in    their    places    to    explain  ;    but    the 
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explanation  not  being  deemed 
sufficiently  satisfactory,  they 
were  required  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit, and  accordingly  they 
declared  that  they  would  obey 
the  order  of  the  House." 
The  episode  illustrates  strik- 
ingly the  political  manners  of 
the  time  ;  it  also  throws  a 
curious  sidelight  on  tlie  dis- 
ciplinary measures  which  were 
occasionally  resorted  to  to 
restrain  hot-headed  partisans. 
The  jiersoual  courage  which 
Pelham  showed  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  also  in  the  attack 
on  Sir  I\ol)ert  Walpole  in 
Westminster  Hall,  was  not 
wanting  in  liis  administrative 
acts.  In  1752.  when  the  ques- 
tion of  the  reduction  of  the 
land  tax  was  a  burning  one, 
he  resolutely  declined  to  listen  to  the  importunities  of  the  landed  interest  to  lower  the  tax, 
on  the  grounil  that  any  interference  with  the  impost  would  seriously  disturb  the  financial 
etjuilibriuin,  and    tliat,  moreover,  a    reduction    was    unnecessary    because    of  the    recent   rise 
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the    \alue    of   land.     Pelham's   views   were 
the    disgust    of    the    malcontent    Tory 
squires,     who,     in     revenge     for     the    ■ 
Minister's  attitude,  circulated  this  hon 
tnot   devised  from  the    famous  e2)ita|)h 
on  Vaiibrugh  : — 

Lie  heavy  on  him,  laiKl,  for  be 
Laid  many  a  heavy  load  on  thee. 

relham  died  in  1754  under  cir- 
cumstances which  created  considerable 
confusion  in  the  pul)lic  service.  It 
would  be  putting  a  stram  upon  truth, 
however,  to  say  that  his  loss  was  a 
serious  one  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
public  interest.  The  time,  at  all  I'vt-nts. 
was  passing  away  when  political  power 
was  of  a  necessity  solely  centicil  in  the 
hands  of  men  of  mediocre  attainments. 

As  has  already  been  noted,  some 
time  before  Walpole  and  Pulteney  had 
disappeared  from  St.  Stephen's  Chapel 
a  new  luminary  of  dazzling  splendour, 
in  the  person  of  Pitt,  had  rist-n  upon 
the  political  firmament.  "We  must 
muzzle  that  terrible  cornet  of  horse," 
Walpole,     with     instinctive    perception 


sup[iorted    by    the    gi'eat    majority    of    nieinbers,    to 
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of  Pitt's  great  powers,  had  said 
when  he  first  appeared  in  the 
ParHatiientary  arena.  But  the 
[irocess  was  too  difficult  a  one 
I'ven  for  the  shrewd  old  jMinister, 
with  all  his  skill  and  knowledge  of 
men.  Iiisjiired  with  high  hopes 
and  great  ideals,  free  from  sordid 
anihitioiis,  and  filled  with  a  holy 
indignalicin  at  the  corruption  of 
tlie  age.  "the  terrible  cornet  of 
horse  "  was  irrepressible.  Swiftly, 
and  without  a  check,  he  pushed 
his  way  along  the  road  to  Parlia- 
mentary fame  until  he  occupied 
a  position  of  eminence  such  as 
ill)  other  statesman  before  or  since 
lias  held.  3Iacaulay,  in  his  essay 
iin  Chatham,  sup[>lies  us  with  an 
inimitable  pen  picture  of  the  great 
man  as  he  was  when  he  first 
entered  Pai'liament.  "  His  figure," 
says  the  historian,  "  was  strikingly 
graceful  and  commanding,  his 
features  high  and  noble,  his  eye 
full  of  fire.  His  yoice,  even  wlien 
it  sank  to  a  whisper,  was  heard 
to  the  remotest  benches ;  and 
when  he  strained  it  to  its  full 
extent,  the  sound  rose  like  the 
swell  of  an  organ  of  a  great 
cathedral,  shook  the  House  witli 
its  peal,  and  was  heard  through 
lobbies  and  down  .staircases  to  the 
Court  of  Requests  and  the  jirecincts 
of  Westminster  Hall.  He  cultivated  all  these  eminent  advantages  with  the  most  assiduous  care. 
His  action  is  described  by  a  most  malignant  observer  as  equal  to  that  of  Garrick.  His  play  of 
countenance  was  wonderful ;  he  frequently  disconcerted  a  hostile  orator  by  a  single  glance  of  in- 
dignation or  scorn.  Every  tone,  from  the  impassioned  cry  to  the  thrilling  aside,  was  perfectly  at 
hi.-i  command.  It  is  liy  no  means  improbable  that  the  pains  he  took  to  improve  his  great  personal 
advantages  had  in  some  respects  a  prejudicial  operation,  and  tended  to  nourish  in  him  that 
passion  for  theatrical  eii'ect  which  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  blemishes  in  his  character." 

Pitt's  fii-st  speech  in  the  House  was  delivered  on  April  SUth,  1736,  a  little  more  than  a 
year  alter  he  entered  Parliament  as  member  for  Old  Sarum.  It  was  a  complimentary  oration 
in  support  of  an  address  to  the  King  felicitating  him  upon  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  The  enthusiastic  championship  of  the  Prince,  who  was  in  a  very  real  sense  "agin  the 
Government'"  at  the  time,  coupled  with  Pitt's  determined  opposition  to  the  3IinisteriaI  measures, 
aroused  Walpole's  deep  resentment.  In  order  to  silence  "  the  terrible  cornet  of  horse,"  he 
deprived  him  of  his  commission  ;  but  he  had  reckoned  without  his  man.  So  far  from  this 
arbitrary  action  keeping  Pitt  silent,  it  only  stimulated  the  fire  of  his  zeal  against  the  party 
in  |iower.  A  series  of  most  damaging  attacks  were  delivered  by  him  against  Walpole,  all 
marked    by  a    brilliancy  and    argumentative    effectiveness    quite    uncommon    even   in    those  days 
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of  spleiuliil  oratory.  One  iiiciilciil  of  this  [icrinl  is  hisluric  :  it  is  llie  oi-aturical  duel  between 
liim  and  liorace  Walpole  on  March  lOtii.  17  10.  There  are  several  versions  of  this  to  be 
found  in  the  political  literature  of  the  jieriod.  That  which  is  best  known,  and  which  is 
the  most  fictitious,  is  the  one  which  figures  in  Chandler's  "Debates,"  much  of  the  material 
for  which  was  drawn  froiu  (Ih'  tainted  sources  to  which  Johnson  was  a  prolific  contrilnitor.  A 
reference  tx)  this  report  may  he  made,  both  to  illustrate  the  manner  of  the  old  garbled 
Parliamentary  reports  and  to  show  the  genesis  of  a  phrase  which  has  become  classic. 

On  the  day  iiainnl  a  bill  was  Ijefore  the  House  for  "the  ericouragement  of  seamen"  and 
"the  speedier  manning  of  the  >;avy."  Pitt  made  a  strong  speech  in  ojiposition,  and,  according 
to  Chandler's  "Debates,"  denounced  "the  tyrants  of  Administration"  who  amused  themselves 
with  "oppressing  their  fellow-subjects,  who  add  one  hardship  to  another,  invade  the  liberty 
of  those  already  overborne  with  taxes,  .  .  .  and  who  owe  their  power,  not  to  their  abilities, 
but  to  casual  prosperity  or  to  the  influence  of  money.''  This  brought  up  Horace  Walpole, 
who  delivered  a  sneering  reply,  in  the  course  of  which  he  observed:  "Formidable  sounds 
and  furious  declamation,  confident  assertions  and  lofty  periods,  may  affect  the  young  and 
inexperienced ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  may  have  contracted  his  habits  of  oratory  by 
conversing  more  with  those  of  his  own  age  than  with  such  as  have  had  more  opportunities 
of   communicating    their    sentiments."      Allusion  was  further  made  to  Pitt's  vehement  gestm-es, 

and  ridicule  was  poured  irpon  his 
theatrical  manner.  Without  a 
moment's  hesitation;  according  to 
the  authority  quoted,  Pitt  jumped 
to  his  feet  as  soon  as  his  critic 
had  finisl'.ed  and  made  this  reply: 
•■'Hie  atrocious  crime  of  being  a 
young  m:ni,  which  the  honourable 
gentlemen  has  with  such  spirit  and 
decency  charged  upon  me.  I  shall 
neither  attempt  to  palliate  nor 
deny,  but  content  myself  with 
wishing  that  I  may  be  one  of 
those  whose  follies  will  cease  with 
tl.eir  youth,  and  not  of  that 
iiund)er  who  are  ignorant  in  sjiite 
lit'  ex[ierience.  Whether  youth 
i:;ii  be  imputed  to  any  man  as  a 
ii'l  viiach  1  will  not  assume  the 
I  n  i\  ince  of  determining;  but  surely 
age  may  become  justly  contemp- 
tible if  the  opjiortunities  which  it 
brings  have  passed  awa}'  without 
improvement,  and  vice  appears 
to  pirevail  when  the  jjassions  have 
subsided.  The  wretch  that,  after 
having  seen  the  consequences  of  a 
thousand  errors,  continues  still  to 
blunder,  and  whose  age  has  only 
added  obstinacy  to  stupidity,  is 
surely   the    object   of  either  abhor- 
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Another  and,  it  would  appear,  more 
plausible  version  of  the  episode  is  supplied 
bv  Warliurton  in  his  '•  ^Memoirs  of  Horace 
Walpole.''  This  writer  states  that  ^Valpole, 
having  been  severely  handled  by  Pitt,  Lyttel- 
ton,  and  the  Grenvilles,  all  of  whom  were 
much  his  juniors,  "  lamented  that  though  he 
had  been  so  long  in  business,  young  men 
should  be  found  so  much  better  informed  in 
political  matters  than  himself.  He  added 
that  he  had  at  least  one  consolation  in  re- 
membering that  his  own  son,  being  twenty 
3'ears  of  age,  must  be  as  much  the  superior 
of  Pitt,  Lyttelton,  and  the  Grenvilles  as  they 
were  wiser  than  himself.  Pitt,  having  his 
youth  thus  mercilessly  flung  in  his  face,  got 
up  in  a  I'age,  commencing:  'With  the 
greatest   reverence  to  the  grey  liairs    of  the 

gentleman ';   but    was    stopjied    by   3Ir. 

Walpole  pulling  off  his  wig  and  disclosing 
a  grizzled  poll  beneath.  This  excited  very 
general  laughter,  in  which  Pitt  joined  with 
such  heartiness  as  quite  to  forget  his  anger." 

One  of  the  finest  of  Pitt's  earlier 
speeches  was  that  delivered  in  the  great 
debate  in  November,  1755,  on  the  Address. 
Just  before,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had 
coalesced  with  Henry  Fox,  afterwards  Lord  Holland,  who  had  been  appointed  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  Leadership  of  the  House.  Pitt,  smarting  mider  a  sense  of  injustice  done  him  by 
this  arrangement,  made  a  speech  of  remarkable  brilliancy.  Horace  Walpole,  no  mean  judge, 
says  of  the  effort  that  Pitt  '■  surpassed  himself,"  and  he  adds,  "  and  then  I  need  not  tell 
yciu  that  he  surpassed  Cicero  and  Demosthenes."  Unfortunately,  onh-  fragments  of  this  great 
oration  have  been  jireserved.  A  i)assa»e  which  has  sm-vived,  criticising  the  coalition  of 
Newcastle  and  Fox,  helps  us  to  understand  the  impression  that  was  made  at  the  time  by  the 
speech.  "I  remember,"  said  Pitt,  with  a  dramatic  gesture — "I  remember  that  at  Lyons  I  was 
taken  to  see  the  conflux  of  the  Rhone  and  Saone — the  one  a  gentlej  feeble,  languid  stream, 
and  though  languid,  of  no  depth  ;  the  other  a  boisterous  and  imjietuous  torrent ;  but  different 
as  they  are,  they  meet  at  last,  and  long  may  they  continue  united,  to  the  comfort  of  each 
other  and  the  glory,  honour,  and  security  of  this  nation."  The  speech,  as  it  was  jjrobably 
intended  to  do,  cost  Pitt  his  place  in  the  ilinistry.  But  in  less  than  two  years  his 
transcendent  abilities  placed  him  in  a  position  of  supreme  authority  in  the  ilinistry  and 
unparalleled  influence  in  the  country. 

In  the  debate  in  1755  in  which  Pitt's  great  speech  was  delivered,  there  flashed  meteor- 
like across  the  Parliamentary  stage  that  singular  genius,  V/illiam  Gerard  Hamilton,  who,  on 
the  strength  of  one  brilliant  oration,  and  one  only,  secm-ed  for  himself  a  permanent  place 
in  Parliamentary  annals.  Horace  Walpole  describes  the  incident  and  the  speaker  in  terms 
which  indicate  how  extraordinary  was  the  impression  he  created.  "  His  sjieech,"  says  the 
diarist,  "  was  at  once  perfection ;  it  was  set  and  full  of  antitheses,  but  those  antitheses  were  full 
of  argument;  and  he  broke  through  the  regularity  of  his  own  composition,  answered  other 
people,  fell  into  his  own  track  again  with  the  gi-eatest  ease.  His  figure  is  advantageous,  his 
voice  strong  and  clear,  his  manner  spirited,  and  the  whole  with  the  ease  of  an  established 
speaker.     You  will    ask    wliat   could   be  beyond  this  ?     Nothing,  but  what  was  beyond  whatever 
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was — ami  tliat  was  I'ilt."  S|ilcnili(l  as  tlic  promise  of  the  siieeeh  was,  Hamilton's  Parliamentary 
career  practically  ended  willi  iL  An  ott'ir  of  a  seat  at  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  December 
following  temjited  him  into  a  (ligi]iti<'d  obscurity,  from  which  he  never  again  emerged.  We 
can  only,  therefore,  surmise  what  miglit  have  been  his  portion  had  he  followed  the  bent  of  his 
genius  and  striven  to  emulate  the  example  of  Pitt  in  his  rajiid  progress  u[)  the  ladder  of  fame. 

Pitt's  power  over  the  House  of  Commons  was  quite  as  much  maintained  by  his  talents 
as  an  actor  as  by  the  spell  of  his  oratory.  His  capacity  of  suppressing  a  hostile  critic  with 
a  single  glance  or  scornful  exclamation,  to  which  INlacaulay  has  referred,  is  exemplified  by 
some  amusing  stories  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us.  Brougham  tells  one  of  the  best 
in  his  "Statesmen  of  the  Eeign  of  George  III."  ('hatham  "began  a  speech  with  the  words, 
'Sugar,  Mr.  Speaker,'  and  then,  observing  a  smile  to  jiervade  the  audience,  he  paused, 
looking  fiercely  around,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  rising  in  its  notes  and  swelling  into  vehement 
anger,  he  is  said  to  have  pronounced  again  the  word  'Sugar!'  three  times;  and  having  thus 
quelled  the  House,  and  extinguished  every  appeavauee  of  levity  or  laughter,  turned  round  and 
disdainfully  asked,  'Who  will  laugh  at  sugar  now  ?' "  Another  illustration  of  Pitt's  imposing 
manner  is  furnished  by  an  episode  related  by  Charles  Butler.  The  writer  says  that 
Mr.  Moreton,  the  Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  hajopened  to  say  in  the  House,  '•  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  or" — directing  his  eye  towards  Pitt — "  as  that  right  honom-able  gentleman  would  call 
them.  Commons,  Lords,  and  King."  "  Pitt  arose  with  great  deliberation,  and  called  to  order. 
'  I  have,'  he  said,  '  heard  frequently  in  this  House  doctrines  which  have  surprised  me ;  but  now 
my  blood  runs  cold.  I  desire  the  words  of  the  honourable  member  to  be  taken  down.'  The 
Clerk  of  the  House  wrote  the  words.  '  Bring  them  to  me,'  said  Pitt  in  his  loudest  voice. 
By  this  time  Mr.  iNIoreton  was  frightened  out  of  his  senses.  'Sir,'  he  said,  addressing  himself 
to  the  Speaker,  '  I  am  sorry  to  have  given  any  offence  to  the  right  honourable  member  or 
to  the  House.  I  meant  nothing.  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  Lords,  King,  and  Commons ; 
Commons,  Lords,  and  King;  tria  jancta  in  uno.  I  meant  nothing;  indeed  1  meant  nothing." 
'  I  don't  wish  to  push  the  matter  further,'  said  Pitt  loftily.  '  The  moment  a  man  acknow- 
ledges his  error  he  ceases  to  be  guilty.  I  have  a  great  regard  for  the  honourable  member, 
and  as  an  instance  of  that  regard  I  give  him  this  advice :  whenever  that  member 
means  nothing,  T  I'ecommend  him  to  say  nothing.' " 

In  general  debate  Pitt  exercised  the  quality 
of  polished  sarcasm,  used  with  such  effect  against 
the  unfortunate  Mr.  Moreton,  with  not  less  power. 
A  famous  instance  is  sujiplied  by  what  is  known  as 
his  "  Gentle  Shepherd"  speech.  This  was  delivered 
in  the  debate  on  Dashwood's  financial  measures  in 
1762.  A  feature  of  the  Budget  was  a  tax  on  cider. 
Seizing  this,  Pitt  delivered  a  vigorous  philijipic 
against  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  hearths  and 
homes  of  the  people  by  the  e.xciseman.  Grenville. 
in  reply,  said  that  if  Pitt  objected  to  a  particular 
tax.  he  was  bound  to  proi:iose  an  alternative.  ''Let 
him  tell  me  where  taxes  should  be  imposed,"  he 
said,  and  to  clinch  the  argument  repeated  several 
times,  ••  Let  him  tell  me  where."  Starting  up  in 
his  place  and  mimicking  the  whining  tone  of  the 
speaker,  Pitt  said,  in  allusion  to  a  jiopular  song 
of  the  day,  "  Gentle  shepherd,  tell  me  where." 
The  House  was  convulsed  with  laughter,  and 
Grenville,  in  a  high  state  of  indignation,  rose  to 
protest  against  the  treatment  he  had  received. 
But    his   anger   only   served    to  fasten  more    surely  ' 
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the  incident  on  the  public  memory.  For  long  after  he  was  known  by  the  nickname  of  "The 
Gentle  Shejiherd." 

As  an  orator  pure  and  simple,  Pitt  will  be  best  remembered  by  his  speeches  in  opposition 
to  the  extreme  measures  taken  with  the  American  colonies.  The  first  of  this  noteworthy 
series  of  utterances  was  delivered  in  the  House  in  January,  1766,  on  the  riots  which  had 
accompanied  the  attemjats  to  enforce  the  Stamp  Act.  The  most  brilliant  passage  is  a  rejily 
to  an  accusation  made  by  Grenville  that  the  seditious  spirit  of  the  colonies  was  fomented  by 
the  factions  at  home.  ••  Sir,"  said  Pitt,  "  I  rejoice  that  America  has  resisted.  Three  millions 
of  people  so  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  liberty  as  voluntarily  to  submit  to  be  slaves  would  have 
been  fit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  all  the  rest.  I  come  not  here  armed  at  all  points  with 
law  cases  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  with  the  Statute  Book  doubled  down  in  dogs'  ears,  to  defend 
the  cause  of  liberty.  ...  I  know  the  valom- of  your  troops.  I  know  the  skill  of  yom- officers.  In 
a  good  cause,  on  a  sound  bottom,  the  force  of  this  country  can  criish  America  to  atoms,  but 
in  such  a  cause  as  this  your  success  would  be  hazardous.  America,  if  she  fell,  would  fall  like 
the  strong  man.  She  would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  State  and  f)ull  down  the  Constitution  along 
with  her.  Is  this  your  boasted  peace — not  to  sheathe  the  sword  in  its  scabbard,  but  to  sheathe 
it  in  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen  ? "'  A  few  months  after  the  delivery  of  this  speech  Pitt 
became  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  the  actual,  though  not  the  noinhial,  head  of  the  Cabinet. 
Before  he  quitted  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  he  had  witnessed  the  entrance  there  of  Edmund  Burke, 
and  had  extended  to  that  brilliant  orator  the  tribute  of  a  generous  admiration  at  his  maiden 
speech  on  the  American  troubles. 

Some  little  time  later  was  removed  by  death  that  volatile  genius.  Charles  Townshend,  Pitt's 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whose  "champagne  speech"  in  May,  1767,  constitutes  jjerhaps 
the  most  astounding  utterance  ever  delivered  from  the  Treasury  Bench.  Horace  Walpole,  who 
states  that  Townshend  was  "half  drunk"  when   he    made    the   speech,  describes    the    impression 
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it  created  in  liis  iiilercstiiig  way.  " 'J'lie  speech 
lasted  an  hour,  \vitli  torrents  of  wit,  ridicule. 
\aiiity,  lies,  and  beautiful  language.  Nobody  but  he 
could  have  made  the  speech;  and  nobody  but  he- 
would  have  made  it  if  they  could.  It  was  at  once 
a  ]iroof  that  his  abilities  were  superior  to  those 
of  all  men  and  his  judgment  below  that  of  any 
man.  It  showed  him  incapable  of  being,  and  unfit 
to  be.  First  Minister.  The  House  was  in  a  roar  of 
rapture,  and  some  clapped  their  hands  with  ecstasy, 
like  an  {ludience  in  a  theatre."  Townshend's  death 
on  September  4th,  1767,  jiaved  the  way  to  Minis- 
terial office  for  Lord  North,  whose  connection  with 
the  American  troubles  will  be  dealt  with  subse- 
quently. 

Cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  though  Chatham's 
restless  spirit  was  in  the  House  of  Lords,  he  con- 
trived to  render  his  membership  of  the  august 
assembly  memorable  by  bis  speeches  on  the  American 
war.  Amongst  the  examples  of  his  eloquence  which 
have  come  down  to  us  there  are  none  which  are 
more  familiar  than  the  fragments  of  the  glowing 
orations  which  he  delivered  at  this  period.  Instinct 
with  feeling  and  pervaded  with  the  glow  of  a  rich 
imagination,  they  are  classic  examples  of  the  palmy 
period  of  Parliamentary  oratory.  One  passage  from 
the  speech  on  the  employment  of  Indian  mercenaries- 
may  be  cited  as  a  characteristic  specimen  of  his  style  at  its  best.  "I  call,"  he  said,  "upon  the 
spirit  and  humanity  of  my  country  to  vindicate  the  national  character ;  I  invoke  the  genius  of 
the  Constitution.  From  the  tapestry  ^  that  adorns  these  walls,  the  immortal  ancestor  of  this 
noble  earl  (the  Earl  of  Effingham)  frowns  with  indignation  at  the  disgrace  of  his  country.  In 
vain  he  led  your  victorious  fleet  against  the  boasted  Armada  of  Spain ;  in  vain  he  defended 
and  established  the  honour,  the  liberties,  the  religion — the  Protestant  religion — of  this  country 
against  the  arbitrary  cruelties  of  Popery  and  the  Inquisition;  if  these  more  than  Popish  cruelties 
and  inquisitorial  practices  are  let  loose  among  us,  to  turn  forth  into  om-  settlements,  among 
our  ancient  connections,  friends,  and  relations,  the  merciless  cannibal  thirsting  for  the  blood  of 
man,  woman,  and  child  ! — to  send  forth  the  infidel  savages — against  whom  ?  Your  Protestant 
brethren,  to  lay  waste  their  country,  to  desolate  their  dwellings,  and  extii'pate  their  race  and 
name  !  "  Later  on  in  the  same  sj)eech,  referring  to  the  employment  of  foreign  troops,  Chatham 
used  the  historic  words,  "  If  I  were  an  American,  as  I  am  an  Englishman,  while  a  foreign 
troop  was  landed  in  my  country  I  would  never  lay  down  my  arms — never,  never,  ne\er." 

To  the  end  the  great  statesman  maintained  an  attitude  of  uncompromising  hostility  to  the 
war.  His  dramatic  last  speech  constitutes  one  of  the  most  moving  episodes  in  Parliamentary 
history.     He  liad  been  seriously  ill  with  the  gout,  and  was  recuperating  at  Hayes,  when,  hearing 

'  The  reference  is  lo  the  famous  tapestries  which  for  so  long  were  objects  of  interest  to  visitors  to  the  old 
House  of  Lords.  They  were  wrought  in  Holland  at  the  expense  of  the  great  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Lord  High  Admiral, 
whose  defeat  of  the  Spanish  Armada  established  Elizabeth  firmly  on  the  throne.  It  was,  however,  not  until  1G50 
during  the  Commonwealth  that  "  the  suit  containing  the  story  of  1581 "  was  "  ordered  to  be  hung  up  in  the  late  House 
of  Lords."  Chatham's  keen  interest  in  the  celebrated  pictures  is  shown  in  his  private  correspondence.  Thus  in  a 
letter  to  the  Countess  Stanhope  from  Hayes  on  December  16th,  1770.  he  writes:  "The  labours  within  the  House  are 
now  the  labours  of  Hercules  ;  for  the  House  being  of  late  kept  clear  of  hearers  [an  allusion  to  the  clearance  of  strangers], 
we  are  reduced  to  a  snug  party  of  unhearing  and  unfeeling  lords  and  the  tapestry  hangings."  Again  (January  25th,  1771) 
he  writes  :  "Past  six;  just  returned  from  the  tapestry."  Yet  again  (on  January  19th,  1775)  he  speaks  of  "meaning  to 
look  the  tapestry  and  the  bishops  in  the  face  to-morrow." 
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that  the  Duko  of  Kicliinoiul  intended  to  move  an  address  to  the  King  to  reinove  the  fleet  and 
army  from  America,  he  came  post  haste  to  London  to  take  part  in  the  debate.  Swathed  in 
flannels,  and  looking  the  ghost  of  his  old  self,  he  aj^peared  in  the  Peers'  chamber  on  the  eventful 
7th  of  April,  1778.  After  the  Uuke  of  Kichmond  had  opened  the  debate,  Chatham  rose.  "The 
Earl  spoke,"  wrote  Lord  Camden  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton  at  the  time,  "but  was  not  like  himself; 
his  speech  faltered,  his  sentences  were  broken,  and  his  mind  not  master  of  itself  His  words 
were  shreds  of  unconnected  eloquence  and  flashes  of  the  same  fire  which  he,  Prometheus-like, 
had  stolen  from  heaven,  and  were  then  returning  to  the  place  from  whence  they  were  taken." 
The  Duke  of  Kichmond  answered  Chatham.  He  rose  to  reply,  but  nature  was  exhausted.  "He 
fell  back,"  says  Lord  Camden,  "  upon  his  seat,  and  was  to  all  appearance  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
This  threw  the  whole  House  into  confusion ;  every  person  was  upon  his  legs  in  a  moment, 
hurrying  from  one  place  to  another,  some  sending  for  assistance,  others  producing  salts,  and 
others  reviving  spirits ;    many  crowding  about  the  Earl  to  observe  his  countenance,  all  affected, 

most  part  really  concerned,  and  even  those  who 
might  have  felt  a  real  jileasm-e  in  the  accident 
yet  i)ut  on  the  appearance  of  distress."  The 
stricken  peer  was  removed  to  the  Prince's 
Chamber,  and  thence,  after  a  brief  sojourn  at  a 
house  in  Downing  Street,  to  Hayes.  But  he 
never  completely  recovered  from  the  attack. 
He  expired  on  JMay  11th,  in  his  seventieth  year. 
No  reference  to  the  great  Parliamentary 
struggle  in  which  Lord  Chatham  played  so 
distinguished  and  honomable  a  part  would  be 
complete  without  some  account  of  Lord  North, 
the  Minister  who  was  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  ill-advised  policy  which  the  obstinacy 
of  the  King  forced  upon  Parliament.  North 
has  been  subjected  probably  to  more  abuse 
than  any  statesman  of  his  century.  Execra- 
tion has  spent  itself  in  attacks  on  his  memory. 
Yet  there  is  hardly  any  figure  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary history  of  the  eighteenth  century 
wliich  is  jiersonally  more  likeable.  A  slumber- 
ous, plethoric  man,  he  was  the  soul  of  good- 
humour.  Nothing  could  disturb  his  equanimity, 
wliether  it  was  a  disaster  abroad  or  a  rebuff 
in  the  House.  Horace  Walpole  relates  that 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  waiting  on  him  at  the 
time  of  the  Cliarlestown  affair,  intent  on  lamenting  the  miscarriage  to  our  arms,  and  finding 
him  in  the  highest  of  spirits,  took  notice  of  the  circumstance.  "  Faith,  my  lord,"  replied 
Lord  North,  "if  fretting  would  make  me  thin,  I  would  be  as  sorry  as  your  Grace;  but  since 
it  will  not  have  that  effect,  I  bear  it  as  well  as  I  can."  The  same  gossip  records  in  his  journal 
on  January  l!7tli,  1778,  that  "Charles  Fox,  in  an  admirable  speech,  attacked  Lord  North  on 
having  called  himself  an  unfortunate  INIinister,  and  jiroved  that  all  the  disgraces  had  happened 
by  ignorance,  blunders,  and  misconduct,  not  by  misfortune.  Lord  North  answered  with  some 
humour,  and  as  Fox  had  accused  him  of  idleness  and  listening  to  flatterers,  he  said  he  jiassed 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  that  House,  where  he  could  not  be  idle,  and  it  was  plain  was  not 
flattered."  Another  example  of  his  good-humour  is  supplied  by  his  treatment  of  a  series  of 
personal  attacks  which  had  given  rise  to  much  ill-feeling  in  the  House.  North  deprecated 
the  readiness  to  take  offence  which  was  evinced.  "One  member,"  he  observed,  " sjwke  of  me 
as   'that  thing   called  a  Minister.'       To   be    sure,"    he  added,  patting  his  huge  form,  "I  am  a 
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thing;  the  niemhcr.  tlion'i'on>.  wlien  lie  caUed 
me  a  thing,  saiil  what  was  true,  ami  I  could 
not  be  angry  with  him.  Hut  when  he  added 
'that  thing  called  a  ^linister."  he  called  me 
that  thing  which  of  all  things  he  himself 
most  wished  to  be,  and  thefcfore  I  took  it 
as  a  compliment." 

A  weakness  of  North's  was  an  inordinate 
love  of  sleep.  In  season  and  out  of  season  he 
slumbered  on  the  Treasury  I'l-ncli.  undistm-bed 
by  the  hottest  debates.  The  habit  greatly 
exasperated  his  critics,  who  found  their  keenest 
shafts  turned  aside  by  the  impenetrability  of 
the  armour  he  assumed.  Brougham  tells  of 
one  vehement  declaimer,  who.  calling  loudly 
for  North's  head,  turned  round  and  perceived 
his  victim  unconsciously  indulging  in  a  soft 
slumber,  and,  becoming  still  more  exasperated, 
denounced  the  ^linister  as  capable  of  sleeping- 
while  he  ruined  his  country.  North,  awakened 
by  the  attack,  merely  complained  how  cruel 
it  was  ne  should  be  denied  a  solace  which 
other  criminals  so  often  enjoyed — that  of  having 
a  night's  rest  before  execution.  On  another 
occasion  an  orator,  to  point  his  remarks  on 
the  iniquity  of  the  31iiii>ter.  said,  "Even  now, 
in  the  midst  of  these  perils,  the  noble  lord  is 
asleep."  "  I  wish  to  God  I  was,"  was  North's  rejoinder.  In  yet  a  further  instance,  when  a  tedious 
speaker  with  a  load  of  historical  reminiscence  was  on  his  legs,  he  asked  a  colleague  to  awaken 
him  when  he  approached  their  own  times.  The  summons  in  due  course  was  given.  "  Where  are 
we?"  asked  North.  '-At  the  battle  of  La  Hogue,  my  lord."  "Oh,  my  dear  friend,"  he  replied, 
"  you  have  woke  me  a  century  too  soon."  The  manner  in  which  Lord  North  bore  his  fall  was 
hio-hly  characteristic  of  the  man.  "  On  the  evening  when  he  announced  his  resignation  to  the 
House  of  Commons,"  says  Earl  Eussell,  "snow  was  falling,  and  the  weather  was  bitterly  cold. 
L<ird  North  kept  his  carriage.  As  he  was  passing  through  the  great-coat  room  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  many  members  (chiefly  his  opponents)  crowded  the  passage.  When  his  carriage  was 
announced  he  put  one  or  two  of  his  friends  into  it ;  and  then,  making  a  bow  to  his  opponents, 
said,  'Good-night,  gentlemen.  /  have  my  carriage;  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  known  the 
advantage  of  being   in  the  secret.'  " 

Before  the  American  wr.r  attained  to  the  dimensions  of  a  great  national  question. 
a  striking  and  sinister  figure  had  appeared  on  the  Parliamentary  stage  in  the  person  of  .lohn 
Wilkes.  At  this  time  of  day  it  is  difficult  to  realise  the  extraordinary  influence  which  this  jioli- 
tician  exercised.  A  man  devoid  of  talents,  as  he  was  of  character,  conspicuously  repellent  in 
his  personal  appearance,  without  birth  or  connections,  he  yet  wielded  a  power  over  the  people 
which  some  of  the  greatest  statesmen  could  never  lay  claim  to.  "Wilkes  and  Liberty"  was 
the  rallyino-  crv,  not  only  of  the  rabble,  but  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  the  City,  who 
committed  themselves  to  his  cause  with  a  wholeheartedness  which  they  had  never  before 
shown  for  any  individual.  An  oft-told  story  is  that  of  ^^■ilkes's  election  to  the  House  in  17G4. 
his  expulsion  for  the  libels  contained  in  the  famous  No.  4.3  of  the  Xort/i  Briton,  his 
election  for  jNIiddlesex  four  years  later,  his  second  expulsion,  followed  by  further  elections  and 
expulsions  until  his  final  triumphant  admission  to  the  House  in  1774.  For  years  he  and  his 
concerns   were    prominent   in    Parliament — indeed,    it   may  be    doubted    whether    in   the    whole 
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range  of  Parliamentary  history  there  is  a  case  of  a  man  who  never  held  office,  and  who  was 
not  a  leader  of  the  regular  OpjOTsition,  attaining  to  such  notoriety  as  he  did.  In  the  House 
of  Commons  he  was  not  unpopular.  His  unabashed  cynicism  quite  disarmed  hostility.  Once, 
when  standing  on  the  hvistings  at  Brentford,  his  opponent  said  to  him,  "  I  will  take  the  sense  of 
the  meeting."'  "And  I  will  take  the  nonsense."  replied  Wilkes,  "and  we  shall  see  who  has  the 
best  of  it."  It  is  also  related  of  him  in  Lord  Sid  mouth's  "Life"  that  he  once  went  up  to  the 
Speaker  and  said  that  he  had  a  petition  to  present  to  the  House  from  "a  set  of  the  greatest 
scoundrels  and  miscreants  on  the  face  of  the  earth."  A  little  while  afterwards,  when  publicly 
called  upon  to  jsresent  it,  he  said  with  the  gravest  face,  "  Sir,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition 
from  a  most  intelligent,  independent,  and  enlightened  body  of  men."  The  demagogue  always 
seemed  to  have  his  tongue  in  his  cheek.  He  even  laughed  at  himself.  When  attending  a 
levee  towards  the  end  of  his  career  he  was  asked  by  the  King  after  his  "  friend,"  Serjeant 
Glyn.  "Sir,"  observed  Wilkes,  "he  is  not  a  friend  of  mine;  he  was  a  Wilkeite,  which  I 
never  was." 

A  Parliamentary  character  of  this  period  who  deserves  to  be  bracketed  with  Wilkes  was 
Colonel  Barre,  a  soldier  of  Wolfe's  campaign  hailing  from  Dublin,  who.  entering  Parliament  in 
1762,  was  for  a  good  many  years  a  conspicuous  though  never  a  distinguished  member.  His 
oratory  was  of  the  robust  order,  charged  with  true  Celtic  fire.  Ere  he  had  been  two  days  in 
the  House  he  attracted  attention  by  a  violent  attack  on  Pitt,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  career. 
Criticising  the  style  of  the  great  man's  speeches,  he  said:  "There  he  would  stand,  turning  up 
his  eyes  to  heaven  that  witnessed  his  perjm-ies,  and  laying  his  hand  in  a  solemn  manner  upon 
the  table — that  sacrilegious  hand  that  had  been  employed  in  tearing  out  the  bowels  of  his 
mother  country!"  For  a  maiden  effort  this  was  striking,  if  nothing  else.  Its  supreme 
audacity  took  away  the  breath  of  the  House  ;  but  Pitt,  with  that  hauteur  which  became  him 
so  well,  sat  unmo\ed  under  the  torrent  of 
abuse,  allowing  his  contemptuous  silence  to 
give  an  effective  answer  to  the  tirade.  Subse- 
quently Barre  was  brought  into  intimate  rela- 
tions with  the  statesman  he  denounced  with  so 
much  ill-regulated  fervour,  and  a  number  of 
his  letters,  chiefly  on  the  Wilkes  case,  figure  in 
the  published  "Correspondence  of  the  Earl  of 
Chatham."  C)ne  epistle  may  be  singled  out  for 
special  notice.  It  refers  to  the  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  jNIareh  25th,  1771,  on  the 
motion  to  commit  to  the  Tower  for  breach  of 
jirivilege  Alderman  Oliver,  who  with  Lord  Mayor 
Crosby  had  signed  the  warrant  for  the  arrest 
of  the  messenger  despatched  by  the  Speaker 
to  the  City  to  secure  Wheble,  the  offending 
]irinter  of  the  debates  of  the  House.  Barre 
ilescribes  the  excitement  which  the  discussion 
of  the  question  aroused,  and  observes  :  "  I  spoke 
to  the  question  about  five  minutes  only,  but 
I  believe  with  great  violence."  The  reports 
of  the  speech  show  that  his  belief  was  not 
without  entire  justification.  "Listen!"  said 
the  indignant  orator—"  listen  !  for  if  you  are 
not  totally  callous,  if  your  consciences  are 
not  totally  seared,  I  will  speak  daggers  to  your 
souls,  and  wake  you  to  all  the  hells  of  guilty 
recollection.      That   I    may    not  be   a   witness 
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of  this  monstrous  iirocepiling  I  will  leave  th(>  House;  nor  do  1  lioulit.  but  every  inde]ipiiflent 
man  will  follow  me.  These  walls  are  baleful,  they  are  deadly,  while  a  prostitute  majority 
holds  the  bolt  of  Parliamentary  omnipotence,  and  hurls  its  vengeance  only  upon  the  \irtuous. 
To  yourselves,  therefore.   I  consign  you.     Enjoy  yom-  own  pandemonium. 

When  vice  prevails  and  impious  men  bear  sway, 
The  post  of  honour  is  a  private  station." 

The  sequel  of  this  astdunding  speech  is  related  by  Barre  in  his  communication  to  Lord 
Chatham.  '•  1  left  the  House,"  he  wrote,  "to  its  own  discretion,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
Trecothick,  Sir  K.  Bernard,  Townshend,  Sawbridge,  Sir  E.  Clayton,  and  about  seven  or  eight  other 
members.  As  I  walked  down  several  of  the  Ministry  called  'To  the  Bar!'  but  no  man  chose  to 
put  the  question."  This  was  not  the  sole  instance  in  which  Barre  was  the  cause  of  uproar  in  tlie 
House.  His  fiery  invective  directed  against  Lord  North  brought  about  a  violent  "scene"  in  1782 
in  one  of  the  debates  on  the  American  war.  On  this  occasion  Lord  North  is  said  to  ha\e 
lost  his  temper  almost  for  the  first  time  in  his  life.  In  a  white  heat  of  passion  he  stigma- 
tised Barre's  language  as  uncivil,  brutal,  and  insolent,  and  on  being  called  to  order  for  his 
language,  said  that  he  was  prepared  to  ask  pardon  of  the  House,  but  not  of  Barre.  Eventually, 
however,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  make  the  necessary  amende  and  the  incident  closed. 

At  the  period  of  Lord  North's  fall  Edmund  Burke  and  Charles  James  Fox  laid  the  foundations 
of  their  great  reputations.  Just  previously  there  had  joined  them  on  the  floor  of  the  House  two 
other  young  men  who  were  each  destined  to  win  imperishable  fame  in  Parliament.  These  were 
William  Pitt,  the  younger,  and  Pichard  Brinsley  Sheridan.  For  the  next  twenty  years  or  more 
the  popular   chamber  was  dominated  by  tliis   brilliant   galaxy   of  talent.     Widely    differing   in 

temperament  and  bent  of  genius,  the  four  men 
shared  in  common  a  remarkable  gift  of  oratory. 
Burke's  attainments  were  the  deepest  and  most 
scholarly,  but  he  had  perhaps  the  least  weight 
with  the  House.  The  plain  country  squires 
and  solid  common-sense  business  men  who 
constituted  the  bulk  of  the  members  little 
appreciated  his  carefully  elaborated  speeches, 
with  their  wealth  of  classical  allusion  and 
their  gorgeous  imagery.  They  did  not  always 
take  the  trouble  to  listen,  and  when  they  did 
thev  were  not  greatly  moved  by  them.  There 
was  even  at  one  period  of  Burke's  career 
something  like  an  organised  effort  to  howl  him 
down  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  younger  and 
more  intolerant  members.  One  night,  when 
the  annoyance  was  particularh'  irritating,  he 
stopped  short  in  his  argument,  and  put  his 
enemies  to  discomfitm-e  by  saying  that  he 
could  teach  a  pack  of  hounds  to  yelp  with 
more  melody  and  equal  comprehension. 
Burke  was  more  susceptible  to  the  remark  of 
an  old  country  squire  who  exclaimed  when  he 
was  preparing  to  speak,  '•  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  mean  to  read  that 
large  bundle  of  papers  and  bore  us  with  a 
long  speech  into  the  bai-gain."  So  disconcerted 
was  the  orator  by  this  interruption  that  he 
gathered    together   his   papers   and   tied  from 
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The  demagogue,  whose  contests  with  the  House  of  Commoos  over  his 
right  to  sit  in  the  popular  chamber  created  such  ferment  in  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century. 
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CHARLES   JAMES    FOX. 

Famous   for  his  splcnJiJ  debating   powers.   He   w.is  tlie  grc.it  riv.il  of  the   younger  Pitt,  .ind  opposed   tli.il   .Minister's   \v.ir 
policy   wiili   unexampled   vchcraeiicc. 
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An  old  satirical  print  showing  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  fishing  for  ixartisans  in  view  of  the  general  election  of  1T54. 
the  chimney  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  and  the  hook  is  baited  with  "  titles,"  "bribes,"  "  pensions,"  etc.    Candidates  are 

to  secure  the  good  things. 

the  Legislative  Clmmlier.  One  of  the  rare  occasions  on  wliich  Bnrke  really  touched  the  House 
was  on  February  6th,  1778,  when  he  delivered  his  well-known  speech  on  the  subject  of  the  employ- 
ment of  Indians  in  the  American  AVar.  Horace  Walpole  states  that  "he  drew  such  a  pathetic 
picture  of  the  cruelties  of  the  King's  army,  particularly  in  the  alleged  case  of  a  young  woman 
on  whose  ransom,  not  beauty,  they  quarrelled,  and  murdered  her,  that  he  drew  iron  tears  down 
Barre's  cheeks,  who  implored  him  to  print  his  speech,  and  said,  with  many  invectives  against 
the  bishops,  that  it  ought  to  be  pasted  up  on  every  church  under  their  proclamation  for  the  fast, 
and  that  he  himself  would  paste  it  ujion  some."  Governor  Johnstone,  the  diarist  adds,  stated 
that  he  was  glad  that  strangers  were  excluded,  as  if  they  had  been  admitted,  Burke's  speech  would 
have  excited  them  to  tear  the  INIinisters  to  j^ieces  as  they  went  out  of  the  House.  Like  Chatham, 
Burke  was  theatrical  in  his  style,  but  he  did  not  understand  the  art  of  effective  gestm-e  so  well  as 
"  the  Great  Commoner."  His  famous  "  dagger  speech"  on  December  28th,  1792,  went  perilously 
near  being  farcical  by  his  clumsiness.  Here  is  the  description  of  the  scene  as  related  by  Lord 
Sidmouth :  "When  Burke  after  only  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  the  House  being  totally  unpre- 
pared, fumbled  in  his  bosom,  and  suddenly  drew  out  the  dagger  and  threw  it  on  the  tloor,  his 
extravagant  gesture  excited  a  general  disposition  to  titter,  by  which  most  men  would  have  been 
disconcerted  ;  but  he,  observing  he  had  failed  of  making  the  intended  impression,  immediately 
collected  himself  for  an  effort,  and  by  a  few  brilliant  sentences  recalled  the  seriousness  of  the  House. 
'  Let  us,'  said  he,  '  keep  French  principles  from  om-  heads  and  French  daggers  from  our  hearts  ;  let 
us  preserve  all  onr  blandishments  in  life  and  all  our  consolations  in  death,  all  the  blessings  of 
time  and  all  the  hopes  of  eternity.' "' 

In  keeping  with  this  theatrical  demonstration  was  a  much  earlier  and  less-known  incident 
described  by  Lord  Clive  in  a  letter  to  Sir  JIatthew  Fetherstonehaugh.  It  occurred  in  a  debate 
on  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Compiany  towards  the  close  of  1766.  Burke  pointed  out  the 
ill  effects  that  the  measure  before  the  House  might  have  on  the  public  credit.  "But  perhaps," 
said  he,  "this  House  is  not  the  place  where  our  reasons  can  be  of  any  avail;  the  Great  Person 
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ILONEL   BAKKK. 
who  jrained  a  great  leputatit 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 


hy  his  fiery 


who  is  to  (lotermine  this  question  may 
be  a  lieing  far  aliove  our  view,  one  so  im- 
measurably high  that  the  greatest  abilities 
( [jointing  to  Mr.  Townshend)  or  the  most 
amiable  disjwsitions  that  are  to  be  found  in 
this  House  may  not  gain  aeocss  to  Him; 
a  Being  before  whom  tiironcs.  doniinations, 
princedoms,  virtues,  powers  (waving  his  hand 
all  this  time  over  the  Treasury  Bench,  which 
he  sat  behind  ).  all  veil  their  fiiees  with  tlieir 
Willis.  Ihit  though  our  arguments  may 
not  iciili  ilini.  probably  our  prayers  may." 
••Thi' oiMfur."  pro:-eeds  Clive,  "then  apostro- 
phised into  a  solemn  pi'ayer  to  the  Great 
;\Hnister  above  that  rules  and  governs  over 
all  to  have  mercy  upon  us.  and  not  to 
destroy  the  worlv  of  His  own  hands,  and  to 
have  nicrcv  on  the  jiublic  credit,  of  which 
He  had  m:iile  >o  free  and  large  a  use. 
•Draw  not  to  penlition  that  vast  public 
di'bt — a  mass  of  seventy  millions — of  wliich 
Thou  hast  employed  in  rearing  a  pedestal 
for  'i'hy  own  statue.'  Here,"  adds  Clive, 
"  Augustus  Her\ey  called  him  to  order,  to 
the  great  disgust  of  many."' 
Burke's  oratory  is  too  well  known  to  need  extensive  illustration.  No  statesman  before  his 
time  or  since,  with  perhaps  the  sole  exception  of  Lord  Chatham,  has  had  wider  currency  for  his 
speeches.  Their  chaste  style,  burning  eloquence,  and  wonderful  command  of  vivid  language 
have,  despite— perhaps  because — of  their  faults  as  spoken  utterances,  won  for  them  a  circle  of 
cultured  readers  which  never  diminishes  from  one  generaticju  to  another.  The  least  sympathetic 
of  youths  is  thrilled  when  he  makes  first  accjuaiutance  with  the  gems  which  sparkle  with  rare 
radiance  in  the  great  man's  orations.  The  sublimity  of  the  thoughts,  not  less  than  the  splendour 
of  the  diction,  rivets  his  attention,  and  gives  him  when  he  gets  away  from  his  books  a  memory 
of  elevated  and  graceful  conceptions  which  does  not  fade. 

It  it  quite  bej'ond  the  pur[)Ose  of  this  work  to  follow  Burke  in  detail  through  his  long 
and  memorable  career  in  the  House.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more  lie  was  in  the  front 
rank  of  Parliamentarians,  and  to  adequately  survey  his  actions  on  the  floor  of  St.  Stephen's 
would  be  to  write  the  history  of  the  crowded  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Some- 
thing will  be  said  of  his  connection  with  the  impeachment  of  ^^'arren  Hastings  in  another 
chapter.  ISIeanwhile,  his  historic  quarrel  with  Fox  cannot  be  overlooked,  because  it  supplies  one 
of  the  most  interesting  of  the  memories  which  cluster  about  the  ancient  Chapel.  The  cause  of 
the  rupture  was  the  pronounced  Hue  which  Burke  took  in  regard  to  the  French  Ee\'olution. 
As  he  spoke  strongly,  so  he  felt  strongly,  for  the  victims  of  the  infamies  of  the  Terror.  There- 
fore, when  in  1791  Fox  in  the  course  of  a  debate  on  the  Canada  Bill  cast  some  reflections  on 
the  recent  writings  of  Burke  on  the  subject  of  the  Revolution,  a  barrier  was  created  between 
the  two  old  political  friends  of  a  formidable  kind.  The  difiference  was  accentuated  by  the  ill- 
advised  conduct  of  some  of  Fox's  followers,  who,  when  Burke,  with  signs  of  strong  emotion  upon 
him,  got  up  to  defend  liis  principles,  practically  shouted  him  down.  This  treatment  was  repeated 
on  a  subsequent  day  under  circumstances  which  are  vividly  described  by  Earl  Stanhope  in  one 
of  his  works.  "When,  on  i\Iay  6th,  Burke  rose  in  his  place,"  says  the  noble  author,  "and  was 
proceeding  with  solemn  earnestness  to  inveigh  against  the  e\il  and  the  error  of  the  Frencli 
Ilevolution,  there  appeared  a  fixed  design  to  interrupt  him.     jSIember  after  member  of  his  own 
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side  start ('(1  up  to  call  liim  to  order.  There  was,  as  Burke  said,  a  most  disorderly  rage  for 
order.  Wlieu  at  last  he  was  suffered  in  some  measure  to  proceed,  chafed  and  goaded  as  he 
had  been,  and  e\en  at  length  by  Fox  among  the  rest,  he  no  doubt  spoke  ■  against  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (for  now  he  dropped  the  name  of  friend)  much  more  bitterly  and 
strongly  than  he  had  at  first  designed.  '  Certainly,'  he  said,  '  it  is  indiscreet  at  any  period, 
but  especially  at  my  time  of  lifr.  to  jjrovoke  enemies,  or  to  give  my  friends  occasion  to  desert 
me.  Yet.  if  my  firm  and  steady  adherence  to  the  British  Constitution  2jlace  me  in  such  a 
dilemma.  I  am  ready  to  risk  all,  and  with  my  last  woi'ds  to  exclaim,  "Fly  from  the  French 
Constitution!  "'  Fox  here  whispered  across  to  him.  'There  is  no  loss  of  friends.'  'Yes.'  rejoined 
Burke,  'yes,  there  is  a  loss  of  friends.  I  know  the  price  of  my  conduct.  I  have  done  my 
duty  at  the  price  of  my  fi'iend.  Our  friendship)  is  at  an  end.' '"  In  tears  Fox  besought  his 
friend  to  nt'oiisidfr  his  decision,  but  Burke  was  proof  against  all  entreaties.  From  that  night 
dated  a  rupture  which  lasted  during  the  few  remaining  years  of  Burke's  life. 

Of  a  totally  different  tyjie  from  Burke  was  the  volatile  and  gifted  Sheridan.  Where  Burke 
distinguished  himself  by  depith,  Sheridan  won  fame  by  sparkle.  The  tropes  and  images  in  the 
one  case  gave  place  in  the  other  to  witty  bon  muts  and  jjointed  epigrams.  In  fine,  there  was 
as  little  similarity  between 
the  oratory  of  the  two  as  then- 
is  between  old  port  and  dry 
champagne.  Curiously 
enough,  having  regard  to  tlie 
great  reputation  lie  afterwards 
obtained,  Sheridan's  maiden 
speech  was  a  hopeless  failure. 
After  he  had  delivered  it  the 
clever  young  Irishman  went 
up  to  the  gallery  to  ascertain 
the  opinion  of  Woodi'all — 
"  ^Memory  Woodfall '' — upon 
the  performance.  "  I  am 
sorry  to  say,"  said  the  great 
reporter,  in  reply  to  an  eager 
question,  ''that  I  do  not  think 
this  is  in  your  line  ;  you  had 
much  better  have  stuck  to 
your  former  pursuits."  P\ir  a 
moment  Sheridan  rested  his 
head  upon  his  hand  in  con- 
templatiiiu,  and  then  lie 
vehemently  exclaimed.  "It   is 

in  me,  howe\er.  and  by  Ci . 

it  shall  come  out."      Sheridan 


^M 


e  became  incomparably  the 


did   not   overrate    his    powers 

'y^most  witty  speaker  that  had 
ever  been  know'u  in  Parlia- 
ment. ]Moore,  in  his  biography, 
mikindly  lays  bare  the  pro- 
cess by  which  his  dazzling 
impromjitus  were  elaborated, 
but  the  revelations  do  not 
niateriallv  diiiiiiiish  our  sense 
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of  admiration  at  (ho  extraonliuarv  qualities  of  his  Lfcnius.  J'yroii  oiire  saiil  of  liiiii.  "  Whatever 
Slieridan  lias  done  or  chosen  to  do  has  been  jmv  excellence  always  the  l)est  of  the  kind.  lie 
has  written  the  best  comedy  {The  School  for  Scandal),  the  best  opera  (The  Duenna),  and 
the  best  address  ('Monologue  on  Garrick'),  and  to  crown  all,  delivered  the  very  best  oration 
(the  Begum  speech)  ever  conceived  or  heard  in  this  country."  The  poet's  praise  is  somewhat 
exaggerated,  but  the  speech  to  which  he  alludes  certainly  was  a  remarkable  effort.  Burke  declared 
it  to  be  the  most  astonishing  effect  of  eloquence,  argument,  and  wit  united  of  which  there  was  any 
record  or  tradition.  Fox  said:  "AH  that  he  had  ever  heard,  all  that  he  had  ever  read,  when 
compared  with  it,  dwindled  into  nothing  and  vanished  like  vapour  before  the  sun  "  ;  while  Pitt 
acknowledged  "that  it  surj)assed  all  the  eloquence  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  and  jjossesscd  every- 
thing that  genius  or  art  could  furnish  to  agitate  and  control  the  human  mind."  So  tremendous 
was  the  excitement  created  by  the  speech  on  the  night  it  was  delivered  that  it  was  necessary  to 
adjourn  the  House.  Within  twenty-four  hom's,  as  JNIacaulay  relates,  Sheridan  was  offered  a  thousand 
pounds  for  the  copyright  of  the  speech.  Later,  Moore,  with  the  shorthand  writer's  notes  before  him, 
stigmatised  tlie  utterance  as  "trashy  bombast,"  but,  making  every  allowance  for  the  circumstances 
of  the  hour,  which  greatly  heightened  the  effect  of  the  orator's  utterances,  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  tliat  it  really  was  a  remarkable  performance.  Sheridan's  qualities,  however,  leant  rather  to 
display  than  to  solid  accomplishment.  He  had  a  position  of  great  eminence  in  the  House,  but  he 
never  carried  much  weight. 

Both  Sheridan  and  Burke  were  completely  overshadowed  in  point  of  influence  by  Pitt  and 
Fox.  In  point  of  Parliamentary  experience  Fox  had  a  considerable  advantage  over  his  great 
rival,  he  having  entered  Parliament  in  1768,  while  Pitt  did  not  appear  at  St.  Stephen's  until 
1781.  The  lives  of  the  two  statesmen  were  curiously  interwoven  from  their  childhood.  One  day 
Lady  Holland,  Fox's  mother,  having  paid  a  visit  to  Lady  Hester  Pitt  in  1767,  wTote  the  same 
day  to  her  husband  describing  Pitt,  then  only  eight  years  old,  as  really  the  cleverest  child  she 
ever  saw,  and  adding  in  prophetic  language,  "  ^Nlark  my  woi-ds — that  little  boy  will  be  a  thorn 
in    Charles's    side   as   long   as  he  lives."     The  prescience  of  the  doting  mother  was  justified  by 

events.  Almost  to  the  last  day  of  his  life 
Pitt  was  indeed  a  "  thorn  in  Charles's  side." 
Biit  their  earliest  political  years  were  passed 
in  a  close  if  not  intimate  friendship.  Fox, 
as  has  been  stated,  had  a  long  start  of  his 
future  antagonist  in  Parliament.  Returned 
for  Midhurst  when  he  was  only  nineteen 
years  old,  he  took  his  seat  on  Jlay  10th,  1768. 
Within  a  twelvemonth  he  had  made  three 
speeches,  two  of  which,  on  the  Wilkes  case, 
were  ambitious  efforts  which  attracted  con- 
siderable attention.  In  a  letter  relating  to 
the  second  of  them,  which  was  made  on 
A[iril  14th.  1769,  his  father,  addressing  a 
friend,  wrote  in  terms  of  pardonable  elation. 
•'I  am  told,"  he  said,  "that  few  in  Parlia- 
ment ever  sjjoke  better  than  Chai'les  did 
on  Tuesday — off-hand,  with  rajjidity  and  with 
spirit,  and  with  such  knowledge  of  what  he 
was  talking  of  as  surprised  everybody  in  so 
young  a  man.  If  you  think  this  vanity,  I 
am  sure  you  will  forgive  it."  The  partiality 
Fmnthcpo.-traut,!,joh.R,,ssdi,it.A.,u,i..xai:o.uuPo,-tmiteanay.      ^f  ^    parent    hasto    be   taken   into   account 

RICHARD   BRISSLKY  SHERIDAN,  .  .     ,   .  .,   .  ,  -  ,  i      i.     xi      ^     tt.       > 

'  in    weighing   this   estimate,    but   that   I'oxs 

Dramatist,  nit,  ami  orator,  whose  speeches  in  the  Honse  of  Commons  are  ,  .  '     , 

amongst  the  most  remark.able  ever  delivered  there.  pOWCrS  at  thlS  Very  early^  pcriod  WCrC  sillgularlj 


INTERIOR   OF  THE   HOUSE   OF  COMMONS   IX    1742, 


With  Speaker  Onslow  in  the  Chair,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  wears  tlie  Ribbon  of  the  Garter,  addressing  t 

of  the  House  in  the  eighteenth  century. 


1  House,     This  is  the  best  view  extant 
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(li'vclopfd  is  sIkjuii  hy  inilcjicii- 
ilciit  I  i'>(iiiMiiiy.  I  Icirace  Walpole 
<lrc)|i|iiiig  iiitii  tlic  House  one 
evening  in  April,  1772,  found  Fox- 
on  liis  legs,  and  lie  describes  in 
a  letter  to  Sir  Horace  Mann  his 
iinjiiessions  of  the  young  orator. 
••  ?'ox's  abilitii's,"  he  remarks,  "  are 
r.mazing  at  so  very  early  a  period. 
especially  under  the  circumstances 
of  such  a  dissolute  life.  He  was 
ju-t  ani\'e(l  (Voin  Newmarket  and 
had  sat  u|i  drinking  all  night, 
and  had  not  been  in  bed!  How 
such  talents  make  one  laugh  at 
Tally's  rules  for  an  orator,  and 
his  indefatigable  application.  His 
laboured  orations  are  puerile  com- 
jiared  with  this  boy's  manly 
reasiiii." 

The  reference  to  Fox's  dissi- 
pated haliits  made  by  V.'alpole 
is  thought  by  some  of  his 
biographers  to  be  somewhat 
exaggerated.  That  Fox,  with  his 
lax  up-bringing,  was  not  the 
most  regular  of  youths  is  admitted. 
But  it  is  claimed  that  he  could 
not  have  achieved  the  success  he 
did  as  a  debater  if   he    had   been 

rr,„a  thcjwrlra.tl,,,  .S.r  Jo,l„m  Jt.imotd.,,  P.R.A.,  ,,l  Ikt  Xalumal  Po.-lraU  Gallm.  altogether       the       loOSe      h>h      which 

THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDMUND  BUEKE,  tliis  statement  would  imjilv.     The 

Filmed  for  bis  oratory  ;  his  Parliamentary  speeches  are  classic  ex.iliiple-s  of  eloquence.  force      t>f      the      Hue      of      reasonill*^ 

may  be  admitted.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  notorious  that  Fox's  irregularities,  and  especially 
bis  love  of  gaming,  in  his  early  years  went  far  beyond  those  of  the  majority  of  the  .young 
men  of  even  tliat  lax  age.  We  are  given  in  "Fox's  Correspondence"  a  singular  picture  of 
the  way  in  which  tlie  jeunesse  doree  who  composed  P'ox's  set  spent  their  leisure.  The 
rendezvous  was  Almack's,  where  the  play  was  for  rouleaus  of  £50  each,  and  generally  there 
was  .£;iO,000  in  specie  on  the  table.  The  manners  of  the  gamesters  were  singular.  "  They 
began  by  pulling  off  their  embroidered  clothes  and  put  on  frieze  great-coats,  or  tm-ned  their 
coats  inside  outward  for  kick.  They  put  on  pieces  of  leather  (such  as  are  used  by  footmen 
when  they  clean  their  knives)  to  save  their  laced  rufifles,  and  to  guard  their  eyes  from  tlu' 
light,  and,  to  prevent  tumbling  their  hair,  won^  high-crowned  straw  hats  with  broad  brims  and 
adorned  witli  flowers  and  ribbons,  masks  to  conceal  their  emotions  when  they  played  at  quinze. 
Each  gamester  had  a  small  neat  stand  by  him  to  hold  his  tea,  or  a  wooden  bowl  with  an 
edge  of  ormolu  to  hold  his  rouleaus."  In  attendance  outside  wei'e  Jews  who  advanced  money 
to  the  young  spendthrifts  at  exorbitant  rates  of  interest.  Fox  made  early  and  frequent 
acquaintance  with  these  gentry,  his  ante-room,  where  they  were  usually  to  be  found,  being  on 
that  account  whimsically  termed  his  "  Jerusalem  Chamber."  The  extent  to  which  he  squandered 
his  substance  in  these  early  days  of  his  career  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact,  stated  on 
authority,  that  within  a  few  years  Lord  Holland  had  disbursed  about  .i:20.0()0  to  liquidate  the 
gambling  debts  of  his  two  sons. 
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In  spite  of  these  distractions,  Fox  went  steadily  forward 
in  the  great  political  race  at  St.  Stephen's.  His  birth  and 
connections  unquestionably  were  an  immense  advantage  for 
many  years ;  but  without  solid  talents  he  could  ne\er  have 
attained  the  position  of  influence  he  early  filled.  In  debate  he 
showed  astonishing  readiness.  Before  many  years  had  elajised 
he  was  almost  witliout  a  rixal.  A  description  of  his  style, 
which,  though  belonging  to  a  later  period  than  that  of  which 
we  ai'B  speaking,  may  be  cited  here,  as  his  oratorical  methods 
underwent  little  change  through  life.  His  habit  was  to  take 
the  arguments  of  his  opjionents  one  by  one  and  re[)ly  to  them  ; 
and  it  is  said  that  without  the  aid  of  this  text  upon  which 
to  hang  his  comments  he  could  make  little  progress.  "  The 
opening  of  his  speeches,"  says  Shai'pe,  whose  impi'essions  we 
are  recalling,  "  was  almost  always  bad.  Until  he  got  warmed 
with  his  subject  he  hesitated  and  stammered,  and  he  often 
continued  for  long  together  in  a  tame  and  commonplace  strain. 
Even  in  his  highest  flights  he  indulged  in  incessant  repeti- 
tions, was  negligent  in  his  language,  and  was  neither  polished 
nor  exact  in  his  style.  Notwithstanding  these  defects,  he 
exercised  a  prodigious  influence  over  his  hearers."  Fox's 
greatest  strength  was  not  brought  out  until  he  had  measured 
his    genius  with   that    of  Pitt    in    many  exciting  combats    across 

the    floor    of   the  House.       Some  of   these  encounters  will  call  for  notice  ;    but,   meanwhile,  we 

must     first    glance     at    the    circumstances    under    which    Pitt    made     his    entrance    into    the 

Parliamentary  arena. 

Pitt's   training   was    the  very  oi)]iosite   to   that   of   Fox.       He  was    brought   up  in  the  most 

rigid    principles    of  morality  and    religion,  and    the   utmost  care  was   taken  to   ensure    that  his 
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JIAX. 

The  eminent  statesni.in   who 

was   the 

greclt  rival  of  the  younger  Pitt  dv 

irins;  the 

grejiter  part  of  his  cireer. 

education  should  be  thorough  and  comprehensive.  His  ( 
responded  to  these  influences.  From  his  earliest  bovhood 
he  showed  a  seriousness  and  devotion  to  duty  quite 
remarkable  in  a  youthful  scion  of  a  noble  house  in  that 
day.  St.  Stephen's  early  attracted  him — partly,  no  doulit. 
by  reason  of  the  glamour  which  the  transcendent  genius 
of  his  father  had  cast  over  it  for  him ;  partly  because  of 
the  promjitings  of  ambition.  Night  after  niglit  he  was 
to  be  found  in  the  Strangers'  Gallery  watching  with 
absorbed  attention  the  oratorical  conflict  below.  He  heard 
the  debates,  as  jMacaulay  remarks  in  his  picturesque  way, 
■■  with  a  close  scientific  attention  resendiling  that  with 
which  a  diligent  pupil  at  Guy's  Hosjiital  watches  every 
turn  of  the  hand  of  a  great  sm-geon  through  a  difficult 
operation."  It  was,  therefore,  as  quite  an  old  Parlia- 
mentary hand  that  he  took  his  i)lace  on  tlie  floor  of 
the    House    and    joined   in    the    fray. 

His  first  speech,  delivered  on  Purke's  renewed 
bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  Civil  List,  was,  says 
Earl  Russell  in  his  "  Life  of  Fox,"  delivered  with  a 
fluency,  a  precision,  a  dignity,  and  a  method  tliat 
me  usually  the  acquirement  of  many  years  of  practice. 
Lunl  North  declared  it  the  best  first  speech  he  had 
ever  heard.       The  effect    was  prodigious.       Lord  Holland    Cui 


intelliofence  and   sensitive  nature 


Frnm  Ih.  portrait  by  GeoriK  ftomncij,  R.A. 

CHARLES  JAMES  FOX. 
In  this  portrait  we  liave  a  representation  of  Fox 
le  bad  won  bis  wav  to  fame  in  tlie  llo' 
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has  rehit.'d  an  anecdote  wliieh  illnstvales  tlie  presenee  of  mind  of  tlie  yonng  orator. 
"As  Mr.  Fox  hurried  up  to  My.  I'itt  to  compliiiient  him  on  his  speech,  an  old  mendier 
said  to  be  (ieneral  (iiant.  ])a>sed  hy  and  said,  'Ay,  Mr.  Fox,  you  are  ])raising  young  Pitt 
for  his  speech.  You  may  well  do  so.  for  excepting  yourself  tiiere's  no  man  in  the  House 
can  make  such  anotiier  ;  and.  old  as  1  am.  I  expect  and  hope  to  hear  you  both  battling  it 
within  tliese  walls  as  I  have  done  your  fathers  before.'  Mr.  Fox.  disconcerted  at  the 
awkward  turn  of  the  compliment,  was  silent,  and  looked  foolish;  Init  young  Pitt,  with  great 
delicacy,  readiness,  and  felicity  of  expression  answered,  'I  have  no  doubt,  (ieneral,  you  would 
like  to  attain  to  the  age  of  Methuselah.'"  Macaulay  mentions  that  the  effect  of  the  speech 
on  Burke  was  such  that,  moved  to  tears,  he  exclaimed,  "  It  is  not  a  chip  of  the  old  block  ;  it 
is  the  old  block  itself." 

Tliis  extraordinarily  favourable  first  impression  was  more  than  justified  by  Pitt's  subsequent 
career.  Plunging  with  ardour  into  the  war  of  parties,  he  made  a  reputation  so  great  by  his 
wonderful  powers  that,  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Ministry  consecprent  upon  the  death  of  Lord 
Kockingham  in  1782,  he  at  the  age   of  twenty-three   became  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 


VIEW   OP   WESTMIXSTEU, 
r'  the  bridge  in  the  course  of  rebuilding. 


eighteen  months  later — on  December  23rd,  1783 — assumed  the  Premiership.  Before  Pitt  attained 
to  supreme  power  he  and  Fox  had  drifted  into  the  position  of  rivals,  to  which  they  were 
predestined  by  their  political  predilections  and  their  great  abilities.  There  was  a  fierce  duel 
between  them  over  the  then  recently  concluded  peace  with  France.  Fox  denounced  the  arrange- 
ment as  an  infamy  and  a  disgrace,  and  Pitt  stood  forward  as  its  uncompromising  defender.  .\n 
incident  of  the  contest  which  is  handed  down  to  us  by  Wilberforce  illustrates  the  extraordinary 
spirit  of  the  young  ]\Iinister.  It  liaiipened  that  on  the  night  of  the  debate  Pitt  was  so  oppressed 
with  a  severe  headache  that  he  could  scarcely  hold  up  his  head.  "  Fox,"  says  Wilberforce,  "assailed 
him  in  a  very  able  si)eech,  in  the  midst  of  which  Pitt  was  obliged,  from  actual  sickness,  to  retire 
to  the  entry  door  called  Solomon's  Porch,  behind  the  Speaker's  chair,  I  seem  to  see  him  holding 
the  door  in  one  hand  while  he  yielded  to  his  malady,  and  turning  his  ear  towards  the  House,  that 
if  possible  he  might  not  lose  a  single  sentence  that  Fox  uttei-ed.  .  .  .  When  Fox  sat  do^vn  he  replied 
to  him  with  great  ability,  though  with  less  brilliancy  than  usual ;  but  on  a  renewal  of  the  same 
discussion  a  few  days  later  in  a  different  form,  he  made  one  of  the  finest  sjieeches  ever  delivered 
in  Parliament."  The  speech  referred  to  by  Wilberforce  was  considered  by  Brougham  to  be  the 
greatest  of  all   Pitt's  speeches. 


istablisliment  iu  St.  J;i 


AT    AL-MACK  S. 
of  which  Fux  and  other  politif 


nstant  frequenters. 
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'!'ho  sulist'(|iu'nt  eiK'imiilnv  liclwccn  I  he  two  givat  .st;iU'.--iiu'ii  smvcd  to  bring  out  in  still 
niurp  stiikiiig  fashion  llu'  s|ilriitli'l  (|ii,ilit  ies  of  each— the  fiiiislicd  clociueiice  and  lucidity  of 
Pitt,  and  tlu>  amazing  dchatiiig  Imcr  and  mrntal  alrrtness  of  Kox.  Tlicii-  gladiatorial  (•oiite>t.s 
extending  omt  a  period  of  nearly  a  i|narter  of  a  t-ent  ury  f'in'nisli  a  cliaiiler  in  I'aiiiann-'ntcarv 
history  ulacli  for  ]iriirnnility  oi'  interest  has  not  lieen  since  excelled  in  tin-  |]ers(inal  rivalries 
of  the  House  of  Coinindiis.  and  jirobably  never  will  be  excelled.  The  tremendous  i~>ues  which 
were  before  i'arlianieni  <luring  the  time  that  the  two  orators  were  fice  to  face  no  diiulit 
assisted  largely  to  ci'eate  the  nnii|ue  reputations  which  they  have  left  lu'liind.  The  Aineiican 
war.  the  Frencli  h'exdlution.  the  iniiieachnient  of  Warren  Hastings,  the  I'nion  willi  Ireland, 
and  the  great  war  with  Franci'.  and  the  tina'.:cial  and  |iolitical  problems  arising  out  (jf  it  — 
these  all  sup}ilie:l  opport  unitii's  for  sta1i'snianshi[i  such  as  in  the  history  of  the  country  had 
ne\ei-  pre\iously  lieen  afforded  in  an  eipial  number  of  years.  How  each  of  the  rivals  in  Ids 
way  contributed  to  the  couunou  stock  of  genius  wddch  is  a  precious  heritage  of  St.  Stephen's 
is  a  story  which  nuist  be  read  in  detail.  Our  space  will  only  pernut  of  one  further  reference 
to  the  oratory  of  this  magnificent  Parliamentary  era.  The  example  is  the  wonderful  speech  of 
]May  18th,  I8O0,  in  which  Pitt  defended  his  war  jioHcy.  A  squabble  betw'een  the  officials  of 
the  House  and  the  reporters,  which  led  to  the  exclusion  of  the  latter  from  the  gallery  on  that 
particular  night,  has  unfortunately  di'pri\ed  the  world  of  an  authentie  report  of  the  oration. 
But  of  its  superb  qualities  there  can  be  no  ipiestion.  from  the  striking  im}iression  which  it 
made  upon  those  who  heard  it.  Lord  ^Slalniesbury  says  of  the  speech:  '"It  was  the  finest  Pitt 
ever  made  ;  never  was  a  speech  so  cheered,  never  was  there  such  incessant  and  loud  applause." 
Another  wlio  was  present  (Mr.  Ward,  afterwards  Lord  Dudley)  gives  a  vivacious  description 
of  the  whole  scene:    "  Erskine   and    Whitbread    were    heard   with    impatience,  and    wdien  at   the 

t'lose  of  a  tedious  hour  and  half  Pitt 
rose  (twenty  nnnutes  to  eight),  there 
was  just  a  violent  and  almost  universal 
cry  "of  -.Mr.  Pitt  !  :\Ir.  Pitt!'  He 
was  then  cheered  before  he  had  uttered 
a  syllable,  a  mark  of  approbation  which 
was  repeated  at  almost  all  the  lirilliant 
passages  and  remarkable  sentiments; 
and  when  he  sat  down  (nine)  thiuv 
followed  one  of  the  longest,  most 
eager,  and  UKjst  enthusiastic  bursts 
of  applause  lexer  heard  in  anyplace 
on  any  occasion."  As  it  was  the 
greatest,  it  was  one  of  the  last  of 
l'itt"s  oratorical  trinmjihs.  ^\'ithiu 
four  years  "the  pilot  that  weathered 
the  storm''  was  being  carried  amid 
the  grief  of  the  nation  to  the  great 
Tenqile  of  Keconciliation  across  the 
way.  In  the  sanii'  year  Fox  was  laid 
t<i  rest  in  the  same  jilace,  the  two 
graves  being  only  a  few  inches  from 
each  other.  It  is  to  this  circumstance 
that  Scott  alludes  in  those  beautiful 
lines  in  Marmion  : — 


THU   lUOHT   HON.   AHTHUK   ONSLOW, 
lit  Spcker  of  tLo  U.mso.if  C,,i,iui„Ms.  »!,..  .occupied  t]w  Cbiiir  for  tliirt.T 


Where,  taming  tliought  to  hum.iu  pride, 
Tlie  mighty  chiefs  sleep  side  by  side. 
Drop  upon  Fo.x's  grave  the  tear, 
'Twill  trickle  to  his  rival's  bier  ; 


A/(..r  tJupa'inti.uj  In,  Joha  Ilupiia.r,  li.A.,  in  (ht  National  Portrait  Gallay. 

THE    RIGHT    HON.    "WILLIAM    PITT. 

("The    younger    Pitt"),   "hose   splendid   statesmanship  contributed  so  largely  to   bring  the   countiy  successfully  tbrongh  the  perils  of  the 

Napoleonic  period. 
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Oct  I'itt's  the  HKiiinil'iil  lequiom  sound. 
And  Fox's  shall  the  notes  rebound. 
'Jhe  solemn  echo  seems  to  cry — 
"  Here  let  their  discord  with  tbera  die, 
Speak  not  for  those  a  separate  doom, 
Whom  Fate  made  brothers  in  the  tomb; 
Iliit  >earch  the  land  of  living  men, 
Where  wilt  thou  Hnd  their  like  ngen?" 

^^'itll     the    removal     of    tlieM' 

giant.-;    of    debate,    the     House     ol 

Coiiimoiis    lost    the    absorbing    at- 
tractiveness   that    had    marked    its 

imiceedings  for  several  decades  pre- 

\ii)iisly.       There    now    followed    an 

era  in  statesmanship  only  redeemed 

frdin    absolute    mediocrity    by    the 

versatile  ability  and  the  scintillating 

wit  of  George  Canning. 

1^-foie.  howevei",  we  take    final 

lca\e    of    the    eighteenth    century, 

we    must     make    reference    to    two 

men  who.  though  they  never  made 

any    great     mark    in    the     Hoiis.'. 

played  a  very   conspicuous   ])art    in 

the    political    and    literary    life    of 

the   period.     We    refer   to    Edward 

(iibbon.     the     historian,     and     Sir 

I'hilip   Francis,  the    reputed  writer 

of  the  "Letters  of  Jiuiius."    Widely 

as    they    differed    in    many    things, 

the  pair  shared  a  common  distaste 
iat  in  eight  Parliameirts,  never  opened 
occasion.  In  his  -  Autobiography  "  he  attributes  his  silence  to  prudence.  •'  Timidity,"  he  says, 
"was  fortified  by  pride,  and  even  the  success  of  my  pen  discouraged  the  trial  of  my  voice." 
"  I  am  still  a  mute,"  he  WTOte  on  another  occasion.  "  It  is  more  tremendous  than  I  imagined  ; 
the  great  speakers  fill  me  with  despair,  the  bad  ones  with  terror."  Sir  I'hilip  Fi'ancis,  more 
venturesome  than  Gibbon,  often  intervened  in  debate,  but  he  had  a  hesitating  delivery  and 
other  defects  which  prevented  his  achieving  even  moderate  success  as  an  orator.  One  of 
his  speeches,  however,  merits  notice  as  an  exception  to  the  rule  of  ineffective  utterances.  It 
was  delivered  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  Pitt's  India  IJill.  One  of  the  provisions  of  this 
measm-e  abolisheil  trial  by  jury  for  delinquents  returning  from  India,  and  set  up  in  its  place  a 
new  tribunal.  "I  am  not."  said  Francis,  "an  old  man,  yet  I  remember  the  time  when  such 
an  attempt  would  have  aroused  the  whole  country  into  a  Hame.  Had  the  experiment  been 
made  when  the  illustrious  statesman  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  enjoyed  a  seat  in  this  assembly, 
he  would  ha\e  s[)rung  from  the  bed  of  sickness,  he  would  have  solicited  some  friendly  band  to  lay 
him  on  the  floor,  and  thence,  with  a  monarch's  voice,  he  would  have  called  the  whole  kingdom 
to  arms  to  02)pose  it.  But  he  is  dead,  and  has  left  nothing  in  the  world  that  resembles  him. 
He  is  dead  !  and  the  sense,  the  honour,  the  character,  and  the  understanding  of  the  nation  are 
dead  with  him."  "  The  repetition  of  the  words  '  He  is  dead,' "  says  Wraxall,  who  records  the 
incident,  "was  attended  with  the  finest  effect;  and  the  reflections  produced  by  it  involuntarily 
attracted  every  eye  towards  the  Treasury  Bench,  where  sat  his  son.  I  have  rarely  witnessed  a 
moment  when  the  passions  were  touched  in  a  more  masterly  manner  within  the  walls  of  the 
House.     The  impression  made  by  it  on  Pitt  is  said  to  have  been  of  the  deepest  kind." 
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CHAPTER    XI. 


WESTMIXSTER   HALL:   ITS  HISTORY  AAD   TRADITIONS. 


'No  part  of  the  Houses  of  Pailiainent  luis  so  much  to  interest  the  visitor  as  Westminster  Hall. 
If  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  vast  pile  of  buildings  were  swept  away,  this  splendid  structme 
would  still  confer  a  unique  distinction  upon  the  site.  It  is  not  merely  that  it  is  a  wonderfully 
perfect  and  beautiful  specimen  of  the  architectural  work  of  an  age  when  hall  construction 
was  carried  to  a  high  point  of  excellence  ;  it  is  n(^t  simply  that  it  is  a  most  interesting  relic 
of  one  of  the  oldest  Koyal  palaces  in  Eurojie.  Its  claims  to  attention  go  far  deeper  than 
considerations  of  this  description,  touching,  in  fact,  the  very  foundations  of  our  national 
life ;  for  within  its  four  walls  have  been  enacted  more  of  the  leading  events  in  the  history 
of  England  than  have  been  witnessed  by  any  other  building  devoted  to  purely  civil  uses  in 
existence.  As  Audience  Chamber,  Senate  House,  Palace  of  Justice,  and  Royal  Banqueting  Hall 
it  has  filled  a  place  in  the  life  of  the  nation  of  stupendous  interest  and  importance.  Even  the 
great  Abbey,  with  its  venerable  traditions,  or  the  grey  Tower  of  the  Conqueror,  with  its  absorbing 
if  sinister  record,  cannot  vie  with  this  ancient  chamber  in  the  fascination  of  its  story  and 
the  diversity  of  its  points  of  interest.  Unique  in  its  architectural  distinction,  it  occujjies  a 
place  apart  from  the  great  buildings  of  the  country  by  reason  of  the  poetry  and  tragedy  of 
its  history,  and  the  length  and  continuity  of  its  national  traditions. 

The  story  of  the  building  goes  back  to  the 
years  immediately  succeeding  the  Norman  Conquest. 
Its  founder  was  William  Kufus,  who  intended  that 
it  should  form  a  part  of  a  magnificent  palace  to 
take  tlie  place  of  the  somewhat  mean  structure 
which  had  served  the  purposes  of  the  English  rulers 
from  the  time  of  the  Confessor.  The  work  was 
commenced  in  the  year  1097  and  com})leted  some 
two  years  later.  The  King  was  abroad  looking  after 
his  troublesome  subjects  in  JS'ormandy  during  its 
construction ;  but  he  took  a  close  interest  in  the 
progress  of  the  operations,  and  made  it  his  first 
business  on  his  return  in  1099  to  inspect  the  build- 
ing. According  to  an  old  chronicler,  he  was  not 
over  pleased  with  the  architect's  handiwork.  Eeplying 
to  a  remark  of  some  of  his  retinue  that  the  building 
was  too  large,  William  observed  that  "  it  was  not 
half  so  large  as  it  should  have  been,  and  tliat  it 
was  onlv  a  bedchamber  in  com[iarison  witli  the 
liuililiiig  wliich  he  intended  to  make."  This  was 
lirobalily  merely  a  i)iece  of  Eoyal  boasting,  luit  un- 
questionably the  monarch's  architectural  designs  were 
conceived  on  a  scale  of  much  splendom-.  They  were 
not   carried  out,  mainly    for   the    prosaic    reason    that 
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ShowiDg  the  Hall,  with  the  Law  Courts  adjoining  designed  by  Sir  John  So.-in6. 

the  necessary  supi)lies  were  unobtainable.  Tlie  King  was  engaged  in  completing  the  work 
begun  in  the  reign  of  his  ])redecessor  upon  tlie  Tower  of  London,  and  the  heavy  demands 
from  this  quarter,  coupled  with  the  expenses  invohcd  in  dealing  with  his  rebellious  suhjpct>. 
completely  depleted  the  exchequer.  It  is  doubtful  wlietlicr  the  plans  ever  even  entered  upon 
tlie  active  stage.  A  tradition  once  existed  that  the  foundations  of  a  vast  building  '-stretching 
from  the  river  of  Thames  even  unto  the  highway"  were  discovei-able  by  the  diligent  searcher, 
but  this  was  only  a  tradition.     The  work  of  Eufus  practically  began  and  ended  with  the  Hall. 

How  much  of  the  present  Hall  belongs  to  the  time  of  its  founder  is  a  subject  upon  which 
antiquarians  have  differed  considerably'.  The  most  reliable  authority,  no  doubt,  is  the  late  31r. 
.T.  L.  Pearson.  R.A..  who  was  employed  by  the  Government  to  act  as  its  adviser  when  the  changes 
consequent  upon  the  removal  of  the  Law  Courts  were  made  in  1884.  This  gentleman  expressed 
the  opinion,  in  his  -  L'eport  on  Westminster  Hall,"  that  "there  remained  only  in  18o4  a  couple 
of  corridors  and  parts  of  a  string-course  on  the  east  side  to  tell  of  its  existence."  Later 
operations  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  ].aw  Courts  resulted  in  the  uncovering  permanently 
on  the  west  side  of  a  large  portion  of  the  t'urliest  Norman  walls.  ••  fortunati'ly  in  a  fairly  perfect 
state  of  preservation."  But  despite  this,  what  the  visitor  of  to-day  sees  of  the  Hall  belongs  to 
a  much   later  period  than  the  early  one  in  which  its  foundations  were  laid. 

According  to  Mr.  Pearson,  there  were  fifteen  distinct  periods  in  which  the  building  was 
altered,  excluding  the  iiccasion  on  which  lie  himself  was  engaged.  Henry  IL,  Ixiehard  L. 
Henry  HI.,  and  Kdwanl  IlL  ail  had  a  hand  in  the  renovation  or  restoration  of  the  Hall.  V>nt 
the  sovereign  to  whom  it  owed  most  of  its  characteristic  features  is  Pichard  H.  Pre\ious  to 
his  time  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  building  consisted  of  nave  and  ai>les.  the  roof 
being  supported  b}'  timber  posts.  The  King  removed  the.^e  obstructions,  heightened  the  wall> 
two  feet,  added  the  existing  roof,  a  new  northern  porch  and  towers,  and  "divers  lodgings"  on 
the  west  side,  where  the  Law  Courts  until  a  few  years  since  stood.  By  these  changes  the 
building  was  completely  transformed.  Imposing  as  it  had  been  before,  it  acquired  a  new 
grandeur  from  the  stateliness  given  to  its  proportions  and  the  beauiv  of  its  roof  As  it  was 
left  by  Richard  II.  we  see  it  in  all  its  essential  features  to-day.  And  what  a  nolile  vista  it  is  I 
As  an  able  historical  writer'  remarks:  "High  above  him,  iiay  bcvDnd  bay.  arch  beyond  arch, 
stretches  the  unri\alled  roof  of 

Colnveblrss  bemiif-  conceived  of  Irisli  wnorl, 

once  framed  with  the  stout  chestnut   timber  of  Normandy's  growth  and  tlie  black  oak  of  Ireland 
'Tlie  Kev.  M-Jckeiizie  E.  L'.   Walcott,  "  Jlemoruils  of  \Vestmiii>ter,"  p.  1>47. 
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In-  that  cuniiing  master  of  his  craft,  Heiny  Yevell,  or  Zeiielly,  between  1397  and  1399.  Still 
along  the  verge  ujion  the  upper  wall,  raised  by  King  Richard  two  feet  more  in  heiglit.  and 
upon  the  shields  borne  bv  the  angels,  which  supports  the  roof,  the  eve  notes  the  bad^e  of 
the  founder — the  chained  hart." 

The  beautiful  roof  has  stood  the  test  of  time  well.  It  was  thoroughly  repaired  in  th(^  last 
year  of  the  reign  of  (jeorge  III.,  when  some  forty  loads  of  oak,  the  remains  of  old  men-of-war 
broken  up  at  Portsmouth  Dockyard,  were  introduced  in  substitution  of  unsound  parts.  Sinc<^ 
then  rejiairs  haxe  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  a  renovation  will 
be  necessary  again  before  many  years  are  out ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  solid 
work  of  Yesell  will  remain  for  the  admiration  of  many  future  generations  of  Englishmen. 

The  changes  made  since  Richard  II. 's  time  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  Hall,  thouo-h 
tliey  ha\e  not  affected  the  structure  to  any  jnaterial  extent,  are  yet  of  considerable  importance 
and  interest.  Originally  the  Courts  of  King's  Eench  and  Chancery  held  their  sittings  at  the 
^oIlth  I'ud  of  the  Hall,  as  shown  in  Hollar's  quaint  drawing.  They  were  separated  from  each 
other  by  a  fliglit  of  ste[is  and  a  passage  communicating  with  a  doorway  leading  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  When  Sir  ,lohn  Soane  in  1824  built  the  range  of  Courts,  demolislied  in  1884, 
the  great  Hall  was  Ireed  from  the  obstructions  which  had  grown  up  at  the  south  end  of  the 
Hall  in  consequence  of  the  sittings  of  tlie  Court.  Subsequently  Sir  Charles  Barry's  plan  of  making 
the  liuilding  the  main  approacli  to  the  House  of  Commons  necessitated  a  still  more  striking 
inno\ation.  This  was  the  setting  back  of  the  great  south  window  and  the  creation  of  the 
lieautii'ul  St.  Stephen's  Porch  at  the  top  of  the  flight  of  steps  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  Hall. 
The  eminent  architect  would  at  the  same  time  have  raised  the  roof,  "  being  thoroughly  satisfied 
of  the  practicablity  of  the  jjrocess  and  of  the  great  improvement  of  proportion  which  nmst  result." 
But  considerations  of  expense  operated  to  prohibit  this  imrtioii  of  his  scheme.  All  things 
considered,   it    is    well.   ]ierlia]is.   tliat    his    hand    was    stayed.       The    work    might    not     have    lieeu 


Trom  a  drawing  by  Hollar  in,  the  BrUith  Museum. 
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successful,  and  failure  would  have  been  almost  a  crime.  As  things  are,  we  have  the  Hall  in  all 
its  ancient  grandeur,  incongruous,  possiblv,  without,  when  seen  in  its  modern  setting,  but  within. 
from  its  graceful  lantei-n,  utilised  in  old  times  to  allow  of  the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  open 
fire  upon  the  floor,  to  the  heraldic  devices  upon  the  walls,  a  perfect  specimen  of  the  great 
chamber  which  for  centuries  served  the  purposes  of  a  Eoyal  Banqueting  Hall  and  a  Royal 
Presence  Chamber. 

It  has  sometimes  heen  claimed  for  the  Hall  that  it  is  the  largest  apartment  unsupported 
by  pillars  in  the  w-orld.  But  this  is  an  error.  Its  dimensions — 290  feet  long  by  68  feet  broad 
and  92  feet  high — are  exceeded  by  those  of  the  Hall  of  Justice  at  Padua  and  of  some  railway 
stations.  Nevertheless,  whether  regarded  fi-om  the  architectural  or  the  historical  standpoint, 
it  has  a  unique  distinction  amongst  the  great  halls  of  the  world. 

Built  originally  to  minister  to  the  passion  for  regal  pomp  which  was  a  characteristic 
weakness  of  William  Rufus  in  common  w'ith  the  other  Norman  Kings,  the  Hall  was  in  its 
early  days  the  scene  of  much  barbaric  jjageantry  and  feasting.  Under  its  splendid  roof-tree, 
as  we  shall  describe  in  detail  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  have  gathered  countless  hosts  of  Royal 
guests  at  coi-onation  feasts  from  the  time  of  the  first  Henry  until  the  accession  of  George  IV 
There  also,  in  Norman  times,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  King,  sitting  on  his  throne,  to  keep 
his  Pentecost  and  Christmas  and  other  great  festivals,  extending  to  enormous  numbers  of  his 
.subjects  the  rude  and  profuse  hospitality  characteristic  of  the  jieriod.  Eoyal  marriage  and 
betrothal  celebrations,  too,  were  held  in  the  Hall,  to  the  acconijianiment  of  much  rejoicing  and 
merriment,  and  with  a  lavish  flow  of  wine,  not  only  in  the  chamber  itself,  but  also  in  the 
fountain  in  New  Palace  Yard.  Nor  was  the  use  of  the  Hall,  even  at  that  period,  confined  to 
festive  gatherings.  As  the  great  public  Audience  Chamber  of  the  King  it  was  frequently  the 
witness  of  incidents  of  dramatic  interest  and  high  historic  importance.  It  was  in  the  Hall 
that  the  faithless  Henry  III.  received  his  outraged  subjects  on  ^Marcli  7th.  1250.  and  by  a  show 
of  hypocritical  contrition  endeavoured  to  allay  their  just  resentment.  Old  Matthew  Paris  has 
supplied  us  with  a  vi\-id  account  of  this  scene  in  all  its  barefaced  audacity.  He  tells  us  how, 
by  command  of  the  King,  the  citizens  of  London  assembled  together  before  him  at  Westminster, 
"  even    to    the    bo^'s    of   twelve    years    old,"  and  how  "  there  was    such   a   crowd    of  people   the 
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whole  court  was  filled  with  them."  Theu  the  historian  describes  the  farce  which  had  been 
prepared  with  much  care  by  the  wily  monarch :  "  Being  met  together,  the  King  humbly,  as 
if  about  to  shed  tears,  entreated  each  one  of  the  citizens  with  heart  and  voice  to  disavow 
all  kind  of  anger,  malevolence,  and  rancour  towards  him ;  for  he  publicly  confessed  that 
he  himself,  but  more  frequently  his  servants,  had  in  many  ways  injured  them,  taking  away 
their  goods  and  retaining  them,  and  in  various  respects  encroaching  on  their  rights  and 
liberties,  wherefore  he  besought  them  to  pardon  him."  The  quaint  record  concludes  by  stating 
that  '-the  citizens,  understanding  that  nothing  further  was  required  of  them,  consented 
to  all  that  the  King  required,  althougli  no  restitution  was  made  of  what  had  been  taken 
from  them." 

A  fitting  jjendant  to  this  ancient  and  Royal  version  of  the  confidence  trick  was  supplied 
three  years  later  in  the  same  place  by  the  same  King,  when  he  attended  a  great  assembly  of  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  convened  to  register  his  vow  that  if  he  failed  to  execute  his  engage- 
ments, he  would  submit  himself  to  excommunication.  Gathering  in  the  Hall,  the  prelates  and 
barons,  each  bearing  a  lighted  taper  in  his  hand,  encircled  the  King  while  the  curse  of  heaven 
was  invoked  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  on  those  who  in  future  should  in  any  respect  violate 
the  two  charters  (the  INIagna  Charta  and  the  Charta  de  P^oresta).  Hands  were  lifted  in  air  and 
brows  bared,  and  "  the  taj^ers  were  then  extinguished  and  thrown,  stinking  and  smoking,  on  the 
ground,  and  the  dire  malediction  uttered  that  the  souls  of  every  one  who  infringed  the  charters 
'  might  thus  be  extinguished  and  stink  and  smoke  in  hell.' "  Weirdly  impressive  in  its  rude 
fervour,  the  ejiisode  was  made  additionally  striking  by  the  action  of  the   King,  who   closed  the 
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ceremony  by  dec-laiining  tlip>e  words :  "  Po 
may  God  help  me,  I  will  inviolably  observe  all 
these  things,  as  I  am  a  man  and  a  Christian. 
a  kniglit  and  a  crowned  and  anointed  King."  ' 
Solemn  as  the  vow  taken  was,  it  was  speedily 
broken,  and,  as  a  consequence,  on  May  2nd, 
1258,  we  find  a  very  different  gathering  meet- 
ing on  the  identical  spot.  It  was  an  assembly 
of  the  barons  intent  on  extracting  from  the 
King  something  more  effective  than  a  lightly 
given  promise.  Clad  in  complete  armour, 
the  barons  presented  a  formidable  and  awe- 
inspiring  appearance.  "Am  I,  then,  a 
prisoner  ?  "  faltered  the  trembling  Henry  when 
his  eyes  lighted  on  the  glittering  array. 
"  Not  so,"  responded  Roger  Bigod  (the  Earl 
of  Norfolk  and  Earl  IMarshal)  ;  "  but  as  you, 
sir,  by  your  partiality  to  foreigners  and  your 
own  prodigality,  have  involved  the  realm  in 
misery,  we  demand  that  the  authority  of 
the  State  be  delegated  to  commissioners,  who 
shall  have  power  to  correct  abuses  and  enact 
salutaiy  laws."  The  King  was  reluctant  to 
submit  to  so  serious  a  curtailment  of  his  pre- 
rogatives; but  the  barons  were  insistent,  and 
eventually  he  submitted.  Rather  more  than 
a  month  later,  at  a  Parliament  assembled 
at  Oxford,  a  council  of  twenty-four  barons 
and  prelates  and  twelve  rejjresentatives  of 
the  people  was  appointed  to  take  over  the 
government  of  the  country.  Out  of  these 
memorable  incidents  in  Westminster  Hall, 
therefore,  directly  arose  the  modern  system 
of  popular  representation. 

Of  a  different  type  from  tlie  scenes  in 
which  Henry  IH.  played  so  degrading  a  part, 
but  not  less  characteristic  of  the  age,  were 
the  stately  courtesies  paid  in  1256  and  1260  to  Alexander  III.  of  Scotland  and  his  Queen,  and 
the  interesting  ceremonial  which  accompanied  the  rendering  of  homage  by  the  same  King  in 
1274  and  1278  to  Robert  the  Bruce,  deputed  to  receive  it  in  the  presence  of  Edward  I.  as 
his  liegeman,  for  lands  which  he  held  in  England.  The  festival  honours  paid  in  the  Hall 
at  Christmastide,  1277,  to  Llewellyn,  the  unfortunate  Prince  of  Wales,  by  his  future  conqueror 
and  oppressor,  too,  must  be  noted,  as  well  as  the  orgies  in  which  "  the  she-wolf  of  France " 
and  the  worthless  Piers  Gaveston  figured — orgies  which  scandalised  the  morality  of  even  that 
easy-going  age.  Nor  must  we  forget  that  it  was  in  this  ancient  Hall  that  the  chivalrous 
Edward  the  Black  Prince  was  created  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  that  it  was  in  a  chamber  off 
the  south  side  of  the  building  he  ten  years  later  breathed  his  last  amid  the  laments  of 
the  people,  "as  though  the  sjiring  was  taken  from  England's  year."  Reminiscent  also  of 
the  inspiring  side  of  English  history  is  the  episode  of  a  visit  to  the  Hall  on  May  24th, 
1357,  after  the  battle  of  Poitiers,  of  the  captive  John,  King  of  France.  Clad  in  Royal  robes 
and  riding  upon  a  snow-white  palfrey,  the  unfortunate  King  was  "about   three   of  the   bell   in 

'  See  illustration  on  page  11. 
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the  afternoon"  received  bv  tlie  chivalrous  Edward  amid  the  strains  of  martial  music  and 
the  singing  of  hymns  of  praise  bv  full-robed  clergy.  The  Lord  Almoner,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
and  a  thousand  citizens,  including  representatives  of  the  great  City  guilds,  followed  in 
the  train,  and  on  going  to  and  returning  from  the  Hall  flowers  were  strewn  in  the  Royal 
visitor's  way.  It  was  a  noble  tribute  from  one  great  soldier  to  a  less  fortunate  one.  and 
was  in  keeping  with  the  whole  treatment  of  John  diunng  his  detention.  But  the  chains 
galled,  nevertheless.  Kallied  on  one  occasion  by  the  gallant  Edward  on  his  melancholy,  and 
asked  to  join  in  some  merry-making  arranged  in  his  honom-,  he  replied  in  a  voice  shaken 
with  emotion,  "Quomodo  cantabimus  canticum  in  terra  aliena?"  (-'How  shall  we  sing  in 
a  strange  land  ? ")  For  some  time  longer  the  French  monarch  had  to  support  as  best  he 
might  his  gilded  exile.  We  find  hira  sitting  at  the  high  table  in  the  Hall  on  Christmas 
Day,  1358,  with  David,  King  of  Scotland,  who  had  come  to  Westminster  to  ofler  his 
service  in  the  P^-ench  wars,  as  well  as  to  arrange  a  treaty  of  commerce.  It  was  not,  in  fact, 
until  after  Edward  had  again  invaded  and  ravaged  France  that  John,  in  an  interview  with 
Edward   ■■in    the    cliajiel    of  the    Palace  at  Westminster,''    ratified    the    Treaty    of    Renunciation 

— so  called  because  of  the  tenor  of  some  of 
its  clauses — and  paved  the  way  to  his  libera- 
tion at  Calais  on  October  16th,   1360. 

Arising  out  of  this  formal  termination 
of  the  bloody  feud  which  had  existed  so  long 
between  England  and  France  was  a  meeting 
of  Parliament  in  the  Hall  with  some  jjictur- 
esque  accompaniments  which  tlirow  an  inter- 
esting light  on  the  tendencies  of  the  age. 
When  the  debates  on  the  treaty  had  been 
carried  through  and  a  cordial  approval  ex- 
tended to  the  terms  of  the  compact,  a  mass 
in  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity  was  celebrated 
in  the  Abbey  Church  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbm-y.  Thereafter  the  King  and  his 
sons,  standing  erect  in  the  presence  of  the 
French  hostages,  "  torches  being  lighted  and 
crosses  held  over  the  eucharist  and  missal," 
witnessed  the  ceremony  of  all  the  English 
peers  present  swearing  '•  upon  the  sacred 
body  of  our  Lord  "  to  keep  the  peace  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Kings. 

The  meeting  of  Parliament  in  the  Hall 
noted  in  this  connection  was  only  one  of  many 
assemblies  called  there  in  those  remote  days. 
Marked  out  alike  by  its  stately  proportions 
and  its  close  association  with  the  Palace  for 
a  Royal  Council  Chamber,  the  Hall  was  fixed 
upon  from  the  earliest  period  of  its  existence 
for  the  holding  of  the  periodical  Councils  of 
State  which  the  caprice  or  the  needs  of  the 
Norman  Kings  caused  to  be  summoned.  For 
a  time  the  gatherings  were  brought  together 
at  irregular  intervals,  and  were  without  any 
definite  form.  But  gradually  a  more  comjilete 
and  regular  system  grew  up,  until  about  the 
year  1265,  mainly  as  a  result  of  the  coercion 
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exercised,  as  already  described,  upon  the  faithless  Henry  III.,  a  Parliament,  as  we  understand 
the  term,  was  held.  To  this  knights  were  summoned  as  representatives  of  counties,  and  citizens 
and  burgesses  for  cities  and  boroughs.  The  City  of  London  sent  four  citizens  to  represent  it, 
and  ever  since  it  has  enjoyed  this  representation — a  circumstance  which  testifies  eloquently  to 
the  historic  continuity  of  our  institutions.  From  this  time  forward  Parliaments  were  systemati- 
cally held,  though  at  irregular  intervals.  On  the  separation  of  the  two  Houses,  which  probably 
was  carried  out  about  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  the  building  fell  into  disuse  for  Parliamentary 
purposes,  though  from  time  to  time  functions  of  special  importance  affecting  the  Government 
continued  to  be  held  there.  These  legislative  traditions  have  been  completely  overshadowed 
by  subsequent  memories  of  more  dramatic  interest;  but  tliey  must  never  be  overlooked,  for 
in  the  Hall  we  see  the  veritable  cradle  of  the  British  Constitution. 

The  last  great  public  ceremony  in  Westminster  Hall— the  lying-in-state  of  the  Eight 
Hon.  William  Ewart  Gladstone — demands  some  notice,  as  it  was  unique  in  the  history 
of  the  building.  The  remains  of  the  great  Chatham  the  night  before  the  interment  in  the 
Temple  of  Keconciliation  hard  by  had  rested  in  the  Painted  Chamber  in  the  Palace  adjoining, 
where,  if  tradition  may  be  relied  on,  the  wasted  frame  of  Edward  the  Confessor  had  been 
prepared  for  the  tomb  seven  hundred  years  previously.  We  have  also  noted  that  Edward  the 
l^jlack  Prince  died  in  a  chamber  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  building.  But  Westminster 
Hall  itself,  with  all  its  historical  associations,  its  pageants  and  pomps,  its  State  trials  and 
Couit  festivities,  had  never  previously  been  used  for  such  a  purpose  as  that  to  which  it 
was  put  on  this  recent  occasion.  Yet  nothing  could  have  been  more  appropriate,  for  through 
this  historic  Hall  the  great  statesman  had  frequently  passed  on  his  way  to  the  House  of 
Commons;  and  within  a  few  yards  of  it  he  had  commenced  that  dazzling  career  wliich  took 
him  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  fame. 

The  arrangements  for  the  ceremony  were  highly  impressive.  Brouglit  in  the  early  morn 
from    Hawarden    Castle    to   Westminster,    the    remains    of    the    aged    statesman    were  .received 
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by  bis  Grace  tbe  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Earl  Marshal,  attended  bv  the  offieers  at  arms  and  the 
Chaplain  of  the  House  of  Commons  (Archdeacon  Wilberforce)  in  his  clerical  robes.  The  coffin 
was  placed  in  the  centre  of  tbe  Hall,  upon  a  raised  bier,  at  the  f(X)t  of  which  was  a 
white  silk  pall  embroidered  with  gold  bearing  the  inscription,  "  Requiescat  in  Pace " — the 
imll  a  gift  to  jMr.  Gladstone  by  the  Armenians,  whose  cause  he  had  so  stoutly  championed. 
With  touching  simplicity  the  arrangements  were  carried  out.  No  flowers  or  decora- 
tions wei'e  placed  in  the  Hall;  no  ostentatious  emblems  of  woe  figured  in  the  picture. 
At  the  corners  of  the  bier  four  massive  silver  candlesticks  with  candles  were  2^1'''^''^^, 
and  behind  the  head  of  tbe  coffin  stood  an  elaborate  embossed  brass  cross,  brought  from 
St.  John's  Chui-ch,  Westminster.  From  sunset  to  dawn  relays  of  clergy  maintained  a 
solemn  vigil. 

Elaborate  arrangements  for  tbe  admission  of  the  imblic  were  devised  by  the  authorities, 
and  admirably  carried  out.  To  regulate  the  movement  of  the  great  throng  of  mourners 
barriers  draped  in  black  were  erected  from  one  end  of  the  Hall  to  the  other,  allowing  of  a 
passage  on  each  side  of  the  coffin,  the  two  ranks  meeting  at  the  upper  part  of  the  building 
near  the  St.  Stephen's  Porch,  where  the  exits  were  provided.  Throughout  the  two  days  that 
the  lying-in-state  continued  there  was  a  continuous  stream  of  humanity  passing  in  gloomy 
and  reverent  silence  by  the  bier.  Class  distinctions  were  obliterated  in  the  general  desire  to 
pav  this  last  tribute  to  the  illustrious  dead.     In  the   throng  were  peers  and    legislators,  judges 

and  great  Chvn-ch  dignitaries,  sharing 
their  common  sorrow  with  the  artisan 
in  bis  working  clothes,  the  jjoliceman 
off  duty,  and  the  soldier  in  uniform. 
Passing  up  the  steps  at  the  end  of 
the  chamber  many  lingered  for  a 
few  moments  to  take  a  final  look  at 
the  catafalque.  From  this  vantage 
point  the  scene  presented  was  one  of 
extreme  solemnity  and  impressive- 
ness.  The  eye  ranged. over  a  great 
mass  of  people  coming  in  from  New 
Palace  Yard  and  moving  slowly  along, 
all  turning  their  heads  reverently 
towards  the  coffin  when  ])assing.  and 
many  exhibiting  signs  of  emotion, 
the  while  an  awed  silence  prevailed, 
liroken  only  by  the  rustling  move- 
ment of  many  feet.  The  effect  was 
heightened  b\'  the  extreme  simplicity 
of  the  central  object,  standing  in 
its  splendid  isolation  in  the  centre 
of  the  chamber,  and  in\oking,  as  it 
seemed,  the  memories  of  six  centuries 
of  national  greatness  which  ai'e  en- 
shrined within  this  stately  edifice. 

Now  comes  the  last  scene  of 
the  ceremony — the  removal  of  the 
body  to  the  grave  prepared  in  the 
Abbey.  Shortly  before  this  sad  duty 
is  discharged,  Sir  Benjamin  Stone, 
THE  COMMONS  ENTRANCE  TO  WESTMINSTER  HALL.  the    member    foT  East    Birmingham, 

The  sole  entrance  to  the  old  House  of  Commons  was  through  the  Hall.  with      the      Special      Sanction      of      th© 
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authorities,  takes  a  photogi-aph  of  the  coffin  as  it  has  been 
viewed  by  tens  of  thousands  of  mourners  in  the  previous  two 
days.  Nature  contributes  her  share  to  the  success  of  the 
effort.  As  the  camera  is  being  adjusted  a  v&y  of  bright 
sunlight  pierces  the  gloom  of  the  interior  and  falls  softly 
on  the  oaken  ca«ket,  suffusing  it  with  a  subdued  radiance. 
Thus  aided  in  his  task,  the  talented  operator  secm-es  a 
priceless  relic  of  a  memorable  episode  in  the  life  of  West- 
minster Hall  to  add  to  the  unique  series  of  historic  photo- 
graphs with  which  he  has  enriched  the  national  collections. 
^Meanwliile,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  members  of 
the  House  of  Peers,  assemble  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  their  House.  Repre- 
sentatives of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  the  Princes  of  the 
Eoyal.  Blood,  representatives  of  foreign  sovereigns,  friends 
and  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  a  deputation  from 
the  Hawarden  estate  are  assembled  in  the  Hall.  After 
a  short  prayer  from  the  Bishop  of  London,  the  officers  of 
arms  marshal  the  procession.  The  various  hei-alds  are  in 
attendance,  wearing  |)lain  black  clothes  in  the  place  of  their 
State  uniforms,  and  carrying  white  staves.  Portcullis  and 
Kouge  Dragon  Pm-suivants-at-Arms  lead  the  way  for  the 
Speaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Speaker,  wearing  his  full-bottomed  wig  and  State  robes,  is  preceded  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms.  wearing  his  silver  chain  of  office  and  carrying  the  mace.  The  officers  of  the 
House  of  Commons  accompany  the  Speaker.  Proceeding  slowly  down  the  steps  at  the  end 
of  the  Hall,  the  Commons  procession  passes  the  coffin,  and  leads  the  way  to  the  Abbey. 
The  members  of  the  House  of  Lords  follow-  next,  led  by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  in  his 
robes,  the  heralds  accompanying  them  being  the  Windsor  and  the  Eichmond.  Kepresentatives 
of  foreign  nations,  escorted  by  the  Lancaster  Herald,  follow  the  Peers,  and  then  the 
coffin    is  2)laced    upon  the  shoulders    of  the  bearers,    the  Earl  ^Marshal   (the   Duke  of  Norfolk) 

walking  in  front,  and  five 
pall-bearers  on  each  side, 
among  them  being  H.R.H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales  (now  his 
.Majesty  the  King),  H.R.H. 
the  Duke  of  York  (now  Prince 
of  Wales),  the  ^larquis  of 
Salisbm-y,  the  Earl  of  Rose- 
bery,  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 
and  the  Earl  of  Kimberley — 
all  Knights  of  the  Garter. 
The  Right  Hon.  Artlmr  J. 
Balfour  and  Sir  William 
^'ernon  Harcourt,  representing 
the  House  of  Commons,  walk 
beside  their  dead  colleague, 
and  with  them  are  Lord 
Reiidel  and  ^Ir.  George 
Armitstead  (ex-M.P.).  both 
intimate  friends  of  the 
deceased.      Slowlv   the    coffin 
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is  borne  to  the  simple  hearse,  merely  a  platform  on  wheels,  drawn  by  two  bay  horses,  and  the 
last  great  State  ceremony  in  Westminster  Hall  is  at  an  end. 

In  connection  with  the  modern  history  of  the  Hall  must  be  mentioned  a  scheme  lately 
under  consideration  for  reviving  the  ancient  Parlianaentary  use  of  the  building.  The  proposal 
arose  out  of  the  disorderly  scenes  witnessed  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  opening  of  the 
first  Parliament  of  the  present  reign  by  his  Majesty  the  King.  In  the  crush  on  this  occasion 
several  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  seriously  hurt,  and  the  episode  altogether  was 
one  which  reflected  small  credit  on  the  august  assembly.  To  obviate  similar  trouble  in  future 
it  was  suggested  that  the  opening  of  Parliament,  instead  of  taking  jilace  in  the  Peers' 
chamber,  should  be  arranged,  as  in  old  days,  in  Westminster  Hall.  It  was  a  distinctly 
fascinating  projjosal,  and  one  for  which  there  was,  ■prima  facie,  much  to  be  said ;  so  the 
Government  apjiointed  a  Committee  of  both  Houses,  composed  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 
members  of  each,  to  inquire  into  the  feasibility  of  the  scheme.  The  Committee  met,  and 
held  several  sittings ;  but  its  report,  when  forthcoming,  was  ojjposed  to  any  change  in  the 
existing  arrangements. 

Before  taking  final  leave  of  the  Hall,  it  is  impossible  not  to  make  some  reference  to  its 
use  through  long  centuries  as  a  great  gathering  place  of  the  public.  At  one  time  there  were 
bookstalls  all  round  the  interior  of  the  building,  and  works  were  issued  from  it  as  from  any 
other  publishing  centre.  This  aspect  of  it  is  illustrated  by  the  following  extract  from  "Pepys' 
Diary":  "January  20,  1659. — At  Westminster  Hall,  where  Mrs.  Lane  and  the  rest  of  the  maids 
had  their   white    scarfs,  all   having   been    at   the   burial    of   a    young   bookseller    in    the    Hall." 
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Again  and  again  the  diarist  pays  visits  to  the 
Hall  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  books. 
It  was  also  a  mart  of  a  different  kind,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  versified  description  of  the  Hall 
as  it  was  in  Henry  V.'s  reign,  by  Lydgate,  monk 
of  Bury : — 

Within  this  Hall  neither  reche  nor  yet  poore 

Wonid  do  for  aught  although  I  should  tire ; 

Which  seeing  I  get  me  out  of  the  doore, 

Where  Fleminge  on  me  began  for  to  cry, 

"  Master,  what  will  you  copen  or  buy  ? 

Fyne  felt  hatts,  or  spectacles  to  reede, 

Lay  downe  yo'  sylver,  and  here  you  may  speede." 

That  the  Hall  was  a  mart  for  the  sale  of  miscellaneous- 
goods  long  after  this  is  indicated  by  an  allusion  in 
the  epilogue  to  Wycherley's  The  Plain  Dealer,  where 
we  read  : — 

In  the  Hall  of  Westminster 
Sleek  sempstress  vends  amidst  the  Courts  her  wares. 

Again,  in  Tom  Brown's  "  Amusements,"  a  work 
published  in  1700,  we  are  given  a  lively  description 
of  the  bazaar-like  character  of  the  building.  Enter- 
ing the  Hall,  the  visitor  "was  surprised  to  see  in 
the  same  place  men  on  the  one  side  with  bauliles  and  toys,  and  on  the  other  taken  up  with 
the  fear  of  judgment,  on  which  depends  their  inevitable  destiny.  In  this  shop  are  to  be 
sold  ribbons  and  gloves,  towers  and  commodes,  by  word  of  mouth  ;  in  another  shop,  lands  and 
tenements  are  disposed  of  by  decree.  On  your  left  hand  you  hear  a  nimble-tongued,  painted 
semjjstress  with  her  charming  treble  invite  you  to  buy  some  of  her  knick-knacks ;  and  on 
your  right  a  deei>-mouthed  cryer  demanding  impossibilities — viz.,  silence  to  be  kept  among 
women  and  lawyers." 

The  stalls  were  gradually  ousted  from  the  Hall,  but  a  thoroughly  clean  sweep  was  not 
made  of  them  until  the  Law  Courts  were  removed  to  the  Strand.  Now  you  would  as  soon 
expect  to  see  any  one  selling  goods  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  as  you  would  in  Westminster  Hall. 
Very  jiroperly  the  authorities  exercise  a  jealous  supervision  over  the  building,  and  allow  in  it 
nothing  inconsistent  with  its  grand  history  and  traditions. 

In  the  eighteenth  century  the  Hall  was  frequently  the  scene  of  great  political  meetings. 
Such  a  use  of  the  building  at  the  present  day  would  be  impossible,  but  no  one  ajjpears  to 
have  objected  to  the  procedure  in  those  days — at  least,  we  may  infer  this  from  the  following 
matter-of-fact  statement  which  appears  in  a  letter  included  in  the  Fox  correspondence,  relating 
to  a  gathering  held  on  Februarv  2nd,  1780:  "Meeting  for  a  petition  (in  the  Westminster 
election  business)  in  Westminster  Hall.  The  Court  party  dispersed  handbills  to  represent  the 
dearness  of  coals,  and  thence  to  excite  the  people  against  the  Duke  of  Kichmond  as  enriched 
by  the  coal  tax.  About  three  thousand  persons  met,  headed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the 
Cavendishes,  Charles  Fox,  Eiehard  Fitzimtrick,  Wilkes,  Sawbridge,  L<ird  Temple,  and  the 
Grenvilles,  General  Burgoyne,  Burke,  Townshends,  etc.  Charles  Fox  was  placed  in  the  chair. 
Sawbridge  moved  the  petition,  and  was  supported  by  Wilkes ;  and  a  petition  similar-  to  that 
of  York  voted,  and  a  Committee  of  Lords  and  others  chosen.  Charles  Fox  then  made  a  fine 
and  warm  speech,  and  was  particularly  severe  on  I.,ord  North  and  the  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
Dr.  Jebb  proposed  Mr.  Fox  for  the  future  candidate  for  Westminster,  which  was  received  with 
universal  applause.  Lord  J.  Cavendish  and  Charles  Turner  likewise  spoke."  To  parallel  this 
gathering  we  must   imagine  the   leaders  of  one  or  other  of  the   great   political    parties  calling 
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in    the    Hall  a  mass  meeting   to  settle    some    important    partisan  move.     But   the  mind  almost 
declines  to  conceive  such  an  act  of  sacrilege. 

As  a  legal  and  judicial  centre  the  Hall  was  long  famous,  apart  from  its  association  with 
State  trials  and  political  impeachments.  JMen  who  are  still  in  middle  age  can  readily  recall 
the  gathering  of  long-robed  and  bevvigged  gentry  who  daily  thronged  its  ample  floor  and  gave 
to  the  place  a  characteristic  appearance.  This  was  an  aspect  it  had  worn  for  centuries. 
Peter  the  Great,  when  he  came  to  London,  was  taken  to  the  Hall  as  one  of  the  sights, 
and  seeing  so  many  men  in  peculiar  costumes  about,  he  asked  who  they  were.  On  being 
told  that  they  were  lawyers,  ■  he  grimly  remarked  that  he  had  but  two  in  his  dominions, 
and  that  he  believed  he  would  hang  one  of  them  up  the  instant  he  got  home  again. 
The  character  of  the  building  as  a  place  of  public  assembly,  and  its  proximity  to  the  Law 
Courts,  suggested  it  as  the  most  suitable  place  in  which  to  put  into  execution  primitive 
decrees  carr3-ing  with  them  personal  humiliation.  One  case  recorded  in  the  national  archives 
is  that  of  Sir  Thomas  Lake,  JMary,  his  wife,  and  Sarah  Swarton,  who,  on  being  convicted 
in  1618-19  of  slandering  the  Countess  of  Exeter,  were  ordered  "to  be  whipped  at  the  cart's 
tail  from  the  prison  to  Westminster,  there  to  be  marked  with  the  letters  F.  and  A.  for  a 
false  accuser,  and  to  be  whipped  to  Cheapside,  and  then  remain  in  prison  in  Bridewell  during 
his  Majesty's  pleasure."  The  disciplinary  measures  of  which  the  Hall  was  the  scene  were 
not  confined  to  the  general  public.  Tliere  is  a  case  recorded  in  the  Hatfield  Papers, 
under  date  1588,  which  indicates  that  disreputable  counsel  were  brought  under  the  lash  of 
public  censure  in  the  building.  The  proceedings  referred  to  touch  the  case  of  one  Gilbert 
Sherrington,  of  Gray's  Inn,  who  was  convicted  of  procuring  Jean  Scolcroft  and  Kichard 
Brereton  to  retract  depositions  they  had  made.  The  offending  knight  of  the  long  robe  was 
first  fined  £'200,  and  then,  on  refusing  submission,  was  fined  a  further  sum  of  1,000  marks, 
"adjudged  to  be  expelled  out  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  sequestered  from  his  practice  for  ever." 
Then,  as  a  final  stroke  of  judicial  severity,  it  was  ordered  "  that  he  should  go  about 
Westminster  Hall  one  day  in  the  term  time  (the  judges  sitting  in  the  Courts  there)  with 
a  paper  on  his  head  declaring  his  offences  for  example  and  warning  to  others."  The  Bar  has 
its  black  sheep  in  these  days,  but  wisely  it  does  not  make  a  pubUc  parade  of  them. 

In  connection  with  this  case  of  subornation,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  once  familial 
figure    which    haunted    Westminster    Hall    was    the    hireling    witness.      Perjm-ed    wretches   were 

wont  to  parade  themselves 
in  tlip  Hall,  a  straw  worn 
in  their  ears  being  the 
recognisable  badge  of  their 
shame.  Sometimes  they 
had  to  stand  in  the  pil- 
lory in  the  adjacent  Palace 
Yard  for  their  offences. 
But  more  often  they  escaped 
without  jiunishment,  owing 
to  the  laxity  of  the  age. 
It  is  possible  that  there  is 
ipiite  as  much  false  swear- 
ing to-day  as  there  ever 
was,  but  it  is  something 
to  the  good  that  there  is 
no  oj)en  bartering  of  the 
truth    in    the    ante-chamber 
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Interesting  as  are  the  legislative  associations  of 
Westminster  Hall,  it  is  in  its  aspect  as  a  judicial 
centre  that  it  has  the  greatest  claims  to  recognition. 
From  the  time  of  the  earliest  Xorman  Kings  to 
tlie  reign  of  Victoria  it  was  the  great  pivot  around 
which  our  judicial  system  revolved.  For  several 
hundred  j'ears  it  was  the  actual  home  of  important 
luancbes  of  the  judiciaiy.  The  connection  of  the 
Hall  with  the  law  grew  out  of  the  traditional 
association  of  the  monarch  with  the  dispensation  of 
justice.  The  King  was  not  only  the  sovereign  head 
of  his  jieople;  he  was  the  fountain  of  justice.  It 
was,  therefore,  essential  that  in  the  Palace  there 
>hould  be  one  spot  where  disputes  could  be  adjusted 
antl  the  law  administered  in  all  cases  where  the 
intervention  of  the  Crown  was  necessary.  At  the 
'lutset  some  of  the  rooms  of  the  Palace  were  used 
fiir  this  purpose;  but  soon  the  centre  of  interest 
gravitated  to  \\'estminster  Hall,  whose  majestic 
jiroportions  and  superb  architecture  rendered  it 
peculiarly  suitable  for  the  impressive  ceremonial  of 
tlie  law.  In  early  days  the  King  dispensed  justice 
in  person.  Seated  on  his  throne  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  Hall,  with  all  the  great  officers  of  State 
grou2)ed  about  him,  he  listened  to  the  complaints  of  aggrieved  subjects.  In  theory  it  was 
a  magnificent  system ;  in  practice  it  worked  out  badly,  for  as  the  King  moved  about,  the 
Courts  had  to  move  with  him ;  and  so  an  element  of  uncertainty  was  introduced  into  the 
jirocedure  which  must  have  added  enormously  to  the  expense  of  justice  while  it  detracted 
from  its  efficiency.  Eventually  the  powers  were  delegated,  and  the  Courts  were  permanently 
settled  in  Westminster  Hall.  Up  to  eighty  years  ago  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  King's 
Bench  actually  sat  in  the  Hall  itself ;  the  other  Comts  were  distributed  about  the  apartments 
of  the  Palace  situated  in  immediate  proximity  to  it.  This  system  continued  until  the  year 
1820,  when  an  extensive  clearance  was  made  on  the  north  side  of  the  Hall  of  the  old  buildings; 
and  upon  the  site  was  erected,  under  the  architectural  supervision  of  Sir  John  Soane,  a  range 
of  buildings  which  accommodated  the  whole  of  the  Com-ts.  Here  the  administration  of  justice 
centred  until  the  new  Palace  of  Justice  arose  in  the  Strand  and  provided  a  habitation  more 
suited  to  the  modern  requirements  of  the  law. 

Around  the  venerable  walls  of  the  great  Hall  cluster  many  traditions  connected  with  the 
dispensation  of  justice.  The  famous  incident  of  Prince  Hal's  outbreak  fills  one  of  the  best- 
known  pages  of  English  histor}'.  One  of  the  Prince's  boon  companions  had  been  arraigned  for 
robbery,  and,  in  order  to  overawe  the  judge,  the  Prince  decided  to  be  present.  But  the 
occupant  of  the  Bench,  Sir  William  Gascoigne.  was  a  man  of  strong   fibre,  and.  unmindful  of 
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the  prisoner's  princely  patron,  he  condemned  him  as  his  offence  deserved.  Upon  this  Prince 
Henry  attempted  to  rescue  the  prisoner  at  the  Bar,  and  for  his  pains  received  a  stem 
admonition  from  the  judge.  Incensed  at  this,  the  Royal  brawler  sprang  up  as  if  to  slay  him 
or  pluck  him  from  his  chair.  Gascoigne  still  was  not  intimidated.  Asserting  "  the  majesty 
of  the  King's  place  of  judgment,"  he  committed  the  Prince  to  prison  in  the  King's  Bench. 
Conscious  of  his  error,  the  impetuous  Prince  sheathed  his  sword  and  quietly  submitted  to  the 
officers  of  justice.  In  the  beautiful  scene  in  The  Second  Part  of  Henry  IV.  where  Prince 
Henry,  as  Henry  V.,  meets  the  Chief  Justice,  we  have  a  fitting  sequel  to  this  moving  episode. 
The  Cliief  Justice,  prompted  by  a  remark  of  the  King,  justifies  his  action: — 

Question  your  royal  thoughts,  make  the  case  yours  ; 
Be  now  the  father  and  propose  a  son. 
Hear  your  own  dignity  so  much  profaned. 
See  your  most  dreadful  laws  so  loosely  slighted, 
Behold  yourself  so  by  a  son  disdain'd  ; 
And  then  imagine  me  taking  your  part, 
And  in  your  power  soft  silencing  your  son  : 
After  this  cold  considerance,  sentence  me  ; 
And,  as  you  are  a  king,  speak  in  your  state 
What  I  have  done  that  misbecame  my  place. 
My  person,  or  my  liege's  sovereignty. 

The  King,  with  the  ardour  of  a  generous  nature,  handsomeU'  acknowledges  the  justice  of  the 
judge's  action  : — 

You  did  commit  me  : 

For  which,  I  do  commit  into  your  hand 

Tlie  unstained  sword  that  you  have  used  to  bear ; 

With  this  remembrance,  that  you  use  the  same 

With  the  like  bold,  just,  and  impartial  spirit. 

As  you  have  done  "gainst  me. 

The  incident  of  Henry's  attack  on  the  judge,  as  Knight  points  out,  has  a  rather  striking 
parallel  in  an  episode  recorded  in  the 
Placita  linll  of  the  34th  of  Edward  I.: 
"Koger  lie  Hexham  complained  to  the 
King  that  whereas  he  was  the  justice 
appointed  to  determine  a  dispute  between 
-Mary,  the  wife  of  William  de  Brewes, 
plaintiff,  and  William  de  Brewes,  defend- 
ant, respecting  a  sum  of  800  marks  which 
she  claimed  from  him,  and  that,  having 
decided  in  favour  of  the  former,  the  saiil 
William,  immediately  after  judgment  was 
pronounced,  contemptuously  approached 
the  bar  and  asked  the  said  Koger  in 
gross  and  upbraiding  language  if  he  would 
defend  that  judgment  ;  and  he  afterwards 
insulted  him  in  bitter  and  taunting  terms 
as  he  was  going  through  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  to  the  King,  saying  to  him. 
'Roger,  thou  hast  now  obtained  thy  will 
of  that  thou  hast  so  long  long  desired.' " 
\\'illiam  de  Brewes,  when  arraigned  for 
this  offence  before  the  King  and  Council, 
admitted  his  guilt,  "and  because,"  con- 
tinues the  record,  "such  contempt  and 
disrespect  as  well  towards  the  King's 
Ministers  as  towards  the  King  himself  or 
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his  Court  are  very  odious  to  tlie  King,  as  of  late  exjiresslv 
appeared  when  his  Majesty  expelled  fi-oin  his  household  for 
nearly  half  a  year  his  dearly  beloved  son  Edward,  Prince  of 
Wales,  on  account  of  certain  improper  words  which  he  had 
addressed  to  one  of  his  Ministers,  and  suffered  him  not  to 
enter  his  presence  until  he  had  rendered  satisfaction  to  the 
said  officer  for  his  offence ;  it  was  decreed  by  the  King  and 
Council  that  the  aforesaid  William  should  proceed  unattired, 
bareheaded,  and  holding  a  torch  in  his  hand,  from  the  King's 
Bench  in  Westminster  Hall  during  full  Court  to  the 
Exchequer,  and  here  ask  pardon  from  the  aforesaid  Roger 
and  make  an  apology  for  his  trespass." 

Most  of  the  great  State  trials  recorded  in  our  history 
have  been  held  within  the  four  walls  of  this  magnificent 
chamber.  Foremost  in  the  long  list  of  historic  names 
handed  down  to  us  in  this  connection  is  that  of  Sir 
William    Wallace,    gallantest   of  soldiers   and    patriots,    and 

most  chivalrous  of  men.  Taken  prisoner  through  the  treachery  of  his  countrymen,  he  was 
conveyed  to  London,  and  placed  upon  trial  for  his  life  in  the  Hall.  A  contemporai'y  account 
of  the  proceedings  1  furnishes  an  interesting  picture  of  the  trial.  From  this  it  is  to  be 
gathered  that  Wallace  was  conducted  to  the  Hall  on  August  23rd,  1305,  by  his  gaoler,  Sir  John 
de  Segrave,  who  was  attended  by  the  mayor,  the  sheriffs,  and  the  aldermen,  and  a  great  train  of 
people.  The  prisoner  was  placed  on  a  scaffold  at  the  south  end  of  the  Hall  with  a  laurel  wreath 
about  his  brow,  in  mockery  of  what  was  said  to  have  been  his  boast,  that  he  would  wear  a  crown 
in  that  Hall.  Peter  IMalory  (the  Justiciar  of  England),  Segrave  Blunt,  the  mayor,  and  two  others 
were  the  judges  apjiointed  for  the  trial.  When  the  Court  met,  Malory  charged  Wallace  with 
being  a  traitor  to  King  Edward  and  other  crimes,  but  the  patriot  answered  spiritedly  that  he  had 
never  been  a  traitor  to  the  King  of  England,  as  he  did  not  owe  him  allegiance.  On  the  same  day 
sentence   was    given   by    Malory    in    the   following   terms :    '•  William    Wallace,   a   Scot,    and  of 

Scottish  descent,  having  been  taken  prisoner  for 
sedition,  homicides,  depredations,  fires,  and  felonies, 
and  after  our  lord  the  King  had  conquei-ed  Scotland, 
forfeited  Baliol,  and  subjugated  all  Scotsmen  to  his 
dominion  as  their  King,  and  had  received  the  oath 
of  homage  and  fealty  of  prelates,  earls,  barons,  and 
others,  and  proclaimed  his  peace  and  appointed  his 
officers  to  keep  it  through  all  Scotland ;  you,  the 
said  William  Wallace,  oblivious  of  3'oiu-  fealty  and 
allegiance,  did,  along  with  an  immense  number  of 
felons,  rise  in  arms  and  attack  the  King's  officers 
and  slay  Sir  William  Hezekig,  Sheriff  of  Lanark, 
when  he  was  holding  a  Court  for  the  pleas  of  the 
King ;  did  with  your  armed  adherents  attack  villages, 
towns,  and  castles,  and  issue  brieves,  as  if  a  superior, 
through  all  Scotland,  and  held  Parliaments  and 
assemblies,  and  not  content  with  so  great  wickedness 
and  sedition,  did  counsel  all  the  prelates,  earls,  and 
barons  of  your  party  to  submit  to  the  dominion  of 
the  King  of  France,  and  to  aid  in  the  destruction 
of  the  realm  of  England ;  did  with  your  accomplices 
Boiejn  cost  him  his  life.  invade  the  couuties   of  Northumberland,  Cumberland, 
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and  Westmoreland,  burning  and  killing  everv 

one    who    used    the    English    tongue,    sparing 

neither   age    nor    sex,    monk    nor    nun ;    and 

when    the    King    had    invaded   Scotland   with 

his   great  army,   restored  peace,  and  defeated 

you,  carrying   your  standard   against  him   in 

mortal   war,   and   offered   you   money    if   vou 

surrendered,    you    did    despise    his    offer    and 

were   outlawed  in    his    Court  as   a   thief  and 

felon  according  to   the  laws    of  England    and 

Scotland ;  and  considering  that  it  is  contiarv 

to    the    laws    of    England    that    any    outlaw 

should  be  allowed  to  answer   in  his    defence, 

your    sentence  is   that    for   your  sedition   and 

for  making  war  against    the    King,  you    shall 

be  carried    from    Westminster   to    the  Tower, 

and    from    the    Tower    to    Aldgate,    and    so 

through  the  City  to  the  Elms  at  Smithfield, 

and  for  your  robberies,  homicides,  and  felonies 

in  England  and  Scotland,  you   shall  be  there 

hanged  and  drawn,  and  as  an  outlaw  beheaded, 

and    afterwards,    for    your    burning    churches 

and  destroying  relics,  your  heart,  liver,  lungs, 

and  entrails  from  which  your  wicked  thoughts 

came    shall    be    burned,    and    finally,    because 

your  sedition,  depredations,  fires,  and  homicides 

were  not  only  against  the   King,  but  against 

the  people  of  England  and  Scotland,  your  head  shall  be  placed  on  London  Bridge,  in  siglit  both 

of  land  and  water  travellers,  and  your  quarters  hung  on  gibbets  at  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Stirling. 

and  Perth,  to  the  terror  of  all  who  pass  by." 

This  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  great  State  trials  held  in  Westminster  Hall.  jMore  than 
two  hundred  years  later,  on  May  13th,  1522,  another  unfortunate  figure  in  history — Edward 
Stafford,  Earl  of  Buckingham — took  his  stand  at  the  bar  in  the  Hall  to  answer  charges  of 
treason.  Dupe  of  a  wretched  astrologer,  his  guilt  was  clear,  and  at  the  hands  of  his  relative, 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  he  received  the  dread  sentence  of  a  traitor.  Just  thirteen  years  later 
Sir  Thomas  INIore,  broken  in  health  by  long  imprisonment,  but  undaunted  in  spirit,  was  seen 
on  the  same  spot  hearing  his  doom  pronounced  by  a  sycophantic  tribunal,  the  too  willing 
tool  of  Henry  Xlll.  As  he  was  led  out  of  the  Hall,  his  son,  brushing  through  the  ranks 
of  the  soldiery,  fell  sobbing  on  his  fiither's  neck  and  implored  the  guards  to  allow  him  to 
share  his  parent's  fate.  The  pathetic  incident  made  a  great  impression  on  those  who  witnessed 
it,  but  nothing  could  move  the  merciless  King,  though  histoi-y  records  that  when  he  received 
the  news  that  the  decree  had  been  executed,  he  abandoned  his  play  at  the  tables  and  shut 
himself  up  alone  in  his  room  to  commune  with  his  bitter  thoughts.  His  remorse,  if  remorse 
it  was,  was  transient,  and  soon  fresh  victims  were  forthcoming  to  appease  his  insatiable  lust  for 
blood.  On  June  I7th,  1535,  a  little  over  a  month  after  More's  condemnation,  John  Fisher,  Bishop 
of  Rochester,  who  had  committed  the  crime  of  opposing  the  tyrant's  divorce,  was  arraigned  in 
the  Hall  for  treason.  Calm  in  the  possession  of  a  clear  conscience  and  a  good  understanding, 
he  met  his  inevitable  doom  with  a  cheerfulness  that  amazed  those  about  him.  One  day  soon 
after  the  trial,  a  rumour  having  gone  forth  that  he  was  to  go  to  his  execution,  his  servant  omitted 
to  prepare  his  dinner.  Addressing  the  man,  he  said  :  "  Well,  for  all  that  report,  thou  seest  me  yet 
alive ;  and,  therefore,  whatsoever  news  thou  shalt  hear  of  me  hereafter,  let  me  no  more  lack  my 
dinner:  and  if  thou  see  me  dead  when  thou  comest.  then  eat  it  thyself;  but  I  promise  thee,  if  I 
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be  alive.  I  nieiin  Iiv  (iod's  grace  to  eat  iip\er  a  wliit  tlie  less."  .More  fortunate  than  this  wortliy 
prelate,  William  Lord  Dacre,  who  was  tried  in  the  Hall  on  July  i)th,  1535,  was  acquitted,  his  being 
perhaps  the  onl}'  instance  of  a  man  of  distinction  singled  out  for  vengeance  escaping  Henrv's  toils. 

The  Protector  Somerset;  his  rival,  Northumberland;  Henry  Grey,  Duke  of  Sutl'olk  ; 
Sir  Thomas  Wyatt ;  Thomas  Howard,  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  Philip  Earl  of  Arundel ;  Kobert 
Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  are  other  names  which  figure  in  the  roll  of  prisoners  condemned 
within  the  Hall  in  this  troublous  Tudor  period.  Even  more  crowded  with  these  fateful 
tragedies  is  the  record  of  the  building  in  the  following  century.  First  in  chronological  order 
we  have  Guy  Eawkes  and  his  co-conspirators  in  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  who  received  here,  in 
January,  1606,  that  frightful  sentence  of  the  traitor  which  was  afterwards  carried  out  with 
a  faithfulness  to  detail  as  realistic  as  it  was  inexpressibly  horrible. 

Another  name  indelibly  imjiressed  upon  the  judicial  records  of  the  apartment  is  that  of 
Thomas  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafibrd,  w-ho  for  eighteen  days  in  1640  stood  his  memorable  trial 
in  the  presence  of  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  and  a  vast 
gathering  of  people.  INIost  elaborate  arrangements  were  made  for  the  safe  custody  of  the 
prisoner.  Daily  the  prisoner  was  brought  from  the  Tower  escorted  by  six  barges,  each  rowed 
by  fifty  pairs  of  oars  and  manned  with  troops.  All  about  Palace  Yard,  King  Street,  and 
Whitehall  troops  were  stationed.  Inside  the  Hall  was  the  flower  of  the  aristocracy,  with 
Charles  and  his  consort  amongst  the  most  eager  and  absorbed  of  the  spectators.  It  was  said 
by  Sir  John  Denham.  in  the  well-known  couplet,  that 

Each  seemed  to  act  the  part  he  came  to  see, 

And  iiciiie  was  in.ir,.  :i    |ciol;rr-on  than  he. 


I  <t>,tt<:tnporari/ 2yi'>'ti- 
IVE    MANEU   OP   THE   SITTING   OF   THE   LORHS     \\1.    .  nMM^.N-   .i]'    I'.dTH    IIOWSES   OF   PARLIAMENT    UPON   THE 
TUYAL   OF   THOMAS   EARLE   OF   STRAFFuUU,    LUKU    LIEUTENANT   OF   IRELAND." 
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But  Sim  fiord's  moving  defence  testifies  that 
tlie  writer's  observation  must  have  been  at 
fault.  Pointing  to  his  children,  who  stood 
beside  him,  he  said:  '"My  lords,  I  have  now 
delayed  your  lordships  longer  than  I  should 
else  have  done.  But  for  the  interest  of  these 
dear  jsledges,  which  a  departed  saint  in  heaven 

has  left  me,  I  should  be  loth "    Here  a 

flood  of  tears  checked  his  utterance.  "  'W'hat 
I  forfeit  for  myself,  it  is  nothing;  but  I 
confess  that  my  indiscretion  should  forfeit 
for  them,  it  wounds  me  very  deeply.  You 
will  jjlease  pardon  my  infirmity.  Something 
[  should  have  said ;  but  I  see  I  shall  not 
be  able,  and  therefore  I  leave  it.  And  now, 
my  lords,  I  thank  God  that  I  have  been,  by 
His  blessing,  sufficiently  instructed  in  the 
extreme  vanity  of  all  temporary  enjoyments 
compared  to  the  importance  of  our  eternal 
dm-ation.  And  so,  my  lords,  even  so  with 
all  humility,  and  with  all  tranquillity  of 
mind,  I  submit  clearly  and  freely  to  your 
judgments  ;  and  whether  that  righteous  doom 
be  to  life  or  death,  I  shall  repiose  myself,  full 
of  gi-atitude  and  confidence,  in  the  arms  of 
the  Great  Author  of  my  existence.  Te  deum 
laudamus.'' 

Stratford's  trial  was  followed  after  the 
lapse  of  nine  years  by  that  of  his  Eoyal 
master.  This  arraignment  of  Charles  I.  is 
without  doubt  the  greatest  and  most  moving 
event  in  the  whole  history  of  Westminster 
Hall.     Now,     more    than     two    and     a     half 

centuries  after  it  happened,  it  exercises  over  the  least  impressionable  visitor  a  peculiarly 
solemn  influence  as,  taking  his  stand  on  the  identical  spot  where  the  monarch  stood 
during  the  four  clays  the  proceedings  lasted,  he  reviews  in  his  mind  the  tremendous 
events  which  flowed  from  that  episode.  To  describe  the  trial  here  would  be  a  work  of 
supererogation.  The  picture  of  Eradshaw  in  his  scarlet  robes,  sitting  in  all  the  panoply  of 
judicial  state  surrounded  by  myrmidons  of  the  triumphant  Parliamentary  party,  who  with 
him  acted  as  the  King's  judges,  is  still  a  vivid  memory.  Who  cannot  recall  from  the 
reading  of  his  schooldays  the  pathetic  spectacle  presented  by  the  King  as,  divested  of  honours, 
but  maintaining  undiminished  his  sovereign  dignity,  he  tenaciously  challenged  the  right  of  the 
tribunal  to  sit  in  judgment  over  him?  Who  does  not  remember  the  courageous  protest  of 
the  noble  Lady  Jairflix,  her  denunciation  of  Cromwell,  and  her  sharp  remark  when  her  husband's 
name  was  called  as  a  member  of  the  Court,  "He  has  more  wit  than  to  be  here"?  Who 
has  forgotten  that  touching  act  of  devotion  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  guards,  who,  as 
the  fallen  King  was  being  led  out  of  the  Hall  on  the  last  day  of  the  trial,  January  27th, 
exclaimed  in  tones  of  eager  sympathy,  "God  bless  you,  sire,"  a  remark  which  earned  for  him 
a  stinging  blow  from  his  superior  officer's  cane?  Equally  flmiiliar  is  the  dramatic  scene  of 
a  few  years  later — a  direct  consequence  of  the  trial — in  which  Cromwell,  clad  in  a  robe  of 
purple  velvet  lined  with  ermine,  and  holding  the  sceptre  in  one  hand  and  the  Bible  in  the 
other,    was    proclaimed    Lord    Protector   in    the    Hall   amid   the    acclamations    of    a    subservient 
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following.  These  are  all  matters  which  go  to  make  up  some  of  the  best-known  jiages  of 
English  history.  But,  indeed,  the  story  of  Westminster  Hall  so  teems  with  great  historic 
memories  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  its  history  from  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 

While  the  recollection  of  Charles  I.'s  downfall  was  still  vivid,  the  seven  bishops — Sancroft, 
liloyd,  Trelawney,  White,  Turner,  Ken,  and  Lake — were  at  the  end  of  June,  1688,  brought 
from  the  Tower  by  water  to  the  Hall  to  stand  their  trial  for  declining  to  accejit  James  II. 's 
Indulgence.  Vast  crowds  of  people  lined  the  banks  and  poured  their  blessings  upon  the  bishops 
as  they  passed  by.  In  the  train  of  the  prisoners  went  a  distinguished  body  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  influence.  On  every  side,  even  in  the  judgment  chamber,  their  eyes  ranged  over 
sympathetic  faces.  After  their  triumphant  acquittal,  the  popular  demonstrations  were  redoubled 
in  fervour.  People  fought  with  their  escort  for  the  privilege  of  touching  their  hands  or  kissing 
the  hems  of  their  garments.  Bystanders  implored  their  blessing  with  an  earnestness  which 
betokened  their  belief  in  the  piety  as  well  as  the  imtriotism  of  the  seven.  So  embarrassing 
did  the  attentions  of  the  mob  at  length  become,  that  the  bishops  had  to  be  smuggled  to  their 
homes  by  devious  routes.  Meanwhile  the  news  of  their  acquittal,  spreading  like  wildfire,  was 
carried  to  James,  who  was  reviewing  a  body  of  troops  on  Hounslow  Heath,  and  it  struck  terror 
into  his  pusillanimous  heart.  A  few  months  later  he  was  a  fugitive  from  the  kingdom  he 
had  misruled. 

Although  this  episode  closed  the  period  of  acute  turmoil  in  which  the  country  had  been 
left  from  the  time  of  Charles  I.'s  diffei-ences  with  his  Parliament,  Westminster  Hall  was  in 
the  succeeding  eighteenth  century  to  witness  many  striking  trials  arising  out  of  the  political 
discords  of  the  period.  There  was,  for  example,  the  impeachment  of  Dr.  Sacheverell  on 
February  27th,  1710,  for  having  in  two  of  his  pulpit  discom-ses  been  too  free  in  his  criticisms 
of  the  actions  of  the  Ministry.  At  this  time  of  day  it  is  difficult  to  realise  the  extent  to 
which  men's  minds  were  stirred  by  this  judicial  event.  All  the  skill  of  statesmanship,  all  the 
eloquence  of  the  Bar  and  the  Bench,  were  invoked  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  and  during  the 
several  days  it  lasted  Westminster  Hall  and  its  precincts  were  crowded  with  people  of  all 
classes  eagerly  intent  on  learning  how  the  impeachment  jirogressed.  Eventually  the  doctor  got 
off  with  the  mild  sentence  of  a  three  years'  suspension — a  punishment  which  only  served 
to  enhance  his  notoriety  and  to  add  to  his  strongly  pronounced  vanity.  As  one  writer  aptly 
puts    it,    "Prayed  for    even    in    the  Royal    Chapel    as  a    person    under    persecution,    escorted   to 
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Westminster  by  enthusiastic  friends,  riding  in  the  same  chariot  with  the  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Oxford  through  a  chorus  of  huzzas,  the  idol  of  lovely  women,  who  had  his  portrait  painted  on 
their  fans  and  kerchiefs,  the  hero  of  the  multitude,  the  champion  of  the  Church,  feted  by  the 
London  citizens,  presented  with  three  thou-and  guineas  by  one  munificent  devotee.  Dr. 
Saclieverell  found  himself  suddenly  famous,  a  martyr  without  the  pangs  of  martyrdom,  a  hero 
without  heroism."  In  the  long  list  of  prisoners  who  were  brought  to  trial  in  the  historic 
edifice  there  was  probably  not  one  whose  f;ite  excited  greater  popular  interest  or  who  was  less 
in  need  of  sympathy.  After  his  trial  he  made  a  triumphal  jirogress  to  his  living  in  Shropshire. 
'•  Presents  of  wine,  chaplets  of  flowers,  thanks  by  mayors,  speeches  of  recorders,  the  firing  of 
cannon,  ringing  of  bells,  processions  headed  by  three  thousand  gentlemen  on  horseback,  bonfires 
and  illuminations,  attested  the  gratitude  of  the  country  to  their  clerical  deliverer."  When  his 
period  of  suspension  was  over.  Dr.  Sacheverell,  by  special  request,  preached  before  the  House 
of  Commons  at  St.  Margaret's  Church.  Afterwards  he  had  a  substantial  reward  for  his  "  suffer- 
ings "  in  the  wealthy  incumbency  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn. 

Of  a  sterner  type  vi-ere  the  next  persons  who  were  arraigned  in  Westminster  Hall,  and 
far  different  was  their  fate.  The  prisoners  were  Viscount  Kenmure,  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater, 
the  Earl  of  Carnwath,  and  the  Lords  Widdrington  and  Nairn,  whose  devotion  to  the  Jacobite 
cause  won  for  them  the  attentions  of  the  Crown.  Kenmure  and  Derwentwater  suiiered  for 
their  generous  indiscretion  at  the  block,  while  Nithisdale  escaped  from  the  Tower  through  the 
connivance  of  his  wife,  who  dressed  him  in  her  woman's  attire  and  remained  in  the  cell  while 
lip    iiiailr    liis    liberty    sure.     The  "Trial  of   the   I-iehel  Lords,"  as  this  episode  was  called    was 
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Iiillowed,  iif'tor  the  iiilciviil  of  a  twelvetnonth,  by  the 
nri-aignment,  on  liis  own  pi-iition,  of  Kohcrt  Hailey,  Earl 
of  Oxfonl.  Iiiipii;;oned  on  tlie  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  the  transactions 
arising  out  of  the  escajie  of  Bolingbroke,  Harley  had 
langnished  in  the  Tower  for  nearly  two  years  almost 
forgotten.  His  reminder  to  liis  accusers  of  his  existence 
secured  for  him  the  trial  at  Westminster  Hall,  with 
the  chai-acterislic  accompaniment  of  the  headsman  with 
axe  and  block.  Notwithstanding  the  presence  of  these 
jiicturesque  adjuncts  of  a  treason  trial,  an  air  of  unreality 
marked  the  proceedings  from  the  beginning.  The 
reasons  which  had  dictated  Harley's  arrest  in  the  first 
instance  had  to  a  large  extent  lost  their  force,  and, 
moreover,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  other  high- 
jilaced  personages  had  abundant  reason  for  ju'eventing  a 
serious  jiressing  of  the  charges.  So  it  came  about  that 
when  some  time  had  been  exp)ended  in  the  discussion 
of  technical  points  of  procedure,  the  Peers  acquitted 
Harley  and  dismissed  the  impeachment.  The  Commons, 
however,  to  save  their  credit,  voted  an  address  to  the 
throne  to  excejjt  the  earl  from  the  act  of  grace,  ex- 
l)ressing  their  regret  at  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  either  of  having  to  give  up  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  highest  imjiortance,  or  seeing  this  ofifender  escape  with  imjiunity  for 
the  present.  The  earl  lived  for  some  years  after  his  trial — long  enough  to  clear  his  reputa- 
tion from  the  taint  of  treason.  But  there  are  circumstances  in  his  conduct  of  public  affairs 
which  are  not  incompatible  with  the  theory  that  he  allowed  his  party  zeal  to  outrun  his  regard 
for  his  country's  honour. 

Dealing  further  with  the  judicial  history  of  Westminster  Hall,  we  may  note  in  brief  detail 
several  trials  which  followed  that  of  Harley.  First,  there  appear  upon  the  stage  the  rebel 
lords  of  1745 — Cromartie,  Kilmarnock,  and  Balmerino.  The  trial  was  conducted  with  much 
solemnity,  and  was  marked  by  some  moving  incidents,  notably  the  jiathetic  jjlea  of  Cromartie 
for  his  life — a  plea  which  was  finally  successful — and  the  action  of  the  gallant  Balmerino  in 
lifting  up  a  child  that  desired  to  see  him  as  he  passed  to  the  place  of  judgment.  Quickly 
succeeding  this  trial  came  on  March  19th  following  the  arraignment  of  Lord  Lovat,  "the 
brutal  chief  of  a  trembling  clan,"  whose  duplicity  and  chicane  had  alienated  his  friends  and 
incensed  his  foes.  Arrested  in  Scotland  under  romantic  circumstances  familiar  to  every  student 
of  Scottish  history,  the  old  chieftain  was  brought  by  easy  stages  to  London.  At  St.  Albans 
he  was  met  by  Hogarth,  who  had  some  acquaintance  with  him,  and  the  great  artist  there 
sketched  that  wonderful  portrait  of  him  which  is  amongst  the  treasures  of  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery.  A  remarkable  success  attended  this  bit  of  artistic  enterprise.  Promptly  engraved, 
impressions  of  the  work  found  such  a  ready  sale  that  the  jiress  was  kept  running  night  and 
day  to  keep  pace  with  the  public  demands.  Meanwhile,  '"the  Fox  of  the  North,"  put  upon 
his  trial  in  Westminster  Hall,  was  conducting  himself  with  characteristic  guile.  Bereft  of  the 
aid  of  counsel  under  the  rule  which  denied  such  assistance  to  those  charged  with  treason,  he 
ably  defended  himself,  endeavouring  to  shift  the  burden  of  his  crime  upon  the  shoulders  of 
his  son.  The  old  peer  was  endowed  with  a  gift  of  mordant  humour,  which  he  exercised  during 
his  examination  unsparingly.  When  the  first  witness,  who  hapjjened  to  be  one  of  his  servants, 
was  called,  he  exclaimed,  "How  dare  you,  sirrah,  appear  without  your  master's  orders?" 
Afterwards,  when  invited  by  the  Lord  High  Steward  to  question  Sir  E.  P'alkener,  who  had 
given  evidence  against  him,  he  stated  that  he  had  no  wish  to  examine  the  witness,  but  he, 
added    he    was    his    obedient    servant,  and  wished    him    all  joy  with    his   young  wife.      Lovat's 
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guilt  was  too  manifest  fur  any  but  one  result.  In  due  form  the  dread  penalty  of  the  traitor's 
crime  was  passed  upon  him.  As  he  was  led  away  Lord  Lovat  fired  a  parting  shot  at  his 
judges.  "  Farewell,  my  lords."  he  said,  with  studied  politeness,  "  we  shall  never  meet  again 
in  the  same  place.  I  am  sure  of  that."  When  a  few  days  later  the  old  man  was  led 
to  execution  on  Tower  Hill,  he  displayed  a  similar  spirit  of  gi'im  pleasantry.  In  the 
course  of  the  morning  a  iiorlion  of  the  scaffold  fell,  causing  the  death  of  several  people. 
"The  more  mischief,  the  more  sport,"  was  his  sardonic  commentar}'.  Again,  when  he  had 
ascended  with  difficulty  to  the  platform  on  which  the  block  was  placed,  and  cast  his  eyes 
over  the  seething  mass  of  people  all  around,  he  remarked  to  a  bystander,  "  "Why  should 
there  be  such  a  bustle  about  taking  off  an  old  grey  head  that  cannot  get  up  three  steps 
without  two  men  to  support  it  ? "  He  died,  in  fact,  as  he  had  lived— a  hardened  cynic, 
looking  upon  all  things  human  as  mere  incidents  in  a  great  game  in  which  honour  and  right- 
dealing  were  amiable  weaknesses,  and  a  low  cunning  and  unscrupulousness  were  the  essentials 
to  success. 

A  prisoner  of  a  different  type  from  Lord  Lovat  next  stood  at  the  judgment  bar  in  the  Hall. 
This  was  Laurence  Shirley,  Earl  of  Ferrers,  who  was  accused  of  the  mui-der  of  his  steward.  Mr. 
Johnson,  at  Stanton,  in  Leicestershire.  Lunacy  was  pleaded  in  extenuation  of  the  act  ;  but  his 
trial,  which  was  conducted  under  circumstances  of  great  impressiveness,  failed  to  justify  the 
defence.  He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  ^lay  5th  following  his  trial  in  the  presence  of  a  vast 
crowd.  Five  years  afterwards,  on  April  17th,  1765,  William  Lord  Byron  jras  put  upon  his 
trial  in  the  Hall  for  the  murder  of  William  Chaworth  in  a  duel  arising  out  of  a  tavern  brawl 
at  the  Star  and  Garter  in  Pall  jNIall.  In  that  easy-going  age  it  was  not  difficult  to  find 
"extenuating  circumstances"  in  such  a  case.  Convicted  of  murder,  Lord  Byron  eventually 
regained  his  freedom  by  claiming  his  privilege  as  a  peer. 

In  striking  contrast  to  these  proceedings  was  u  later  trial  held  within  the  Hall.  It  was 
the  arraignment  of  the  Duchess  of  Kingston,  the  erstwhile  maid  of  honour  to  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  for  bigamy.  This  lady,  young  and  beautiful,  had  had  a  chequered  career,  which  had 
in  it  little  to  recommend  her  to  favourable  notice.  Yet  such  was  the  caprice  of  the  day  that 
her   trial   for   the    serious    ofi'ence   of  marrying  Evelyn  Pierrejioint  during   the   lifetime   of  her 
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liu!^haiid,  Captain  Hervey,  Earl  of 
Bristol,  was  converted  into  some- 
tliing  little  short  of  a  triiinipli 
for  her  vanity.  Crowds  thronged 
the  apjiroaches  to  the  Hall  during 
the  progress  of  the  trial,  and 
ladies  in  all  the  brilliancy  of 
Court  dress  graced  the  jieeresses' 
benches  within.  By  a  judicious 
display  by  the  fair  sinner  of 
emotion  at  the  right  moment, 
the  judges  were  induced  to  avoid 
the  enactment  of  the  jienalty 
for  the  ofifence — the  branding  of 
the  prisoner's  right  hand  upon 
the  block.  Mrs.  Pitt,  who  was  a 
spectator  of  the  trial,  writing  to 
Horace ^lann  during  its  progi-ess, 
gave  an  interesting  pictm-e  of  the 
proceedings.  "  1  am  persuaded,"  she  wrote,  '•  that  the  duchess  is  not  in  the  least  degi-ee 
humbled  by  her  position,  but  miglitily  pleased  with  herself  for  having  secm-ed  so  brilliant  a 
house.  People  fought  and  struggled  for  their  places,  just  as  they  do  at  the  opera  on  a 
great  night."  The  trial,  in  fiict,  was  little  removed  from  a  farce.  Its  chief  result  was  to 
furnish  gossiping  writers  with  a  congenial  topic,  and  add  to  the  records  of  State  trials  an 
instance    of  judicial  frivolity  to  relieve  their  general  gloom. 

Tremendous  as  was  the  excitement  aroused  by  the  proceedings  in  the  Duchess  of 
Kingston's  case,  the  trial  was  quite  sm-passed  in  public  interest  by  the  memorable  imjieaeh- 
ment  of  Warren  Hastings,  which,  commencing  on  February  13th,  1788,  lasted  for  seven 
years.  The  ininiitable  descriptive  pen  of  Macaulay  has  given  us  a  vivid  word-picture  of 
the  wonderful  scene  which  was  presented  on  the  opening  day  of  the  trial :  "  The  grey  old 
walls  were  hung  with  scarlet.  The  long  galleries  were  crowded  by  an  audience  such  as 
has  rarely  excited  the  fears  or  the  emulation  of  an  orator.  There  were  gathered  together 
from  all  parts  of  a  great,  free,  enlightened,  and  prosperous  emjiire  grace  and  female  loveli- 
ness, wit  and  learning,  the  representatives  of  every  science  and  every  art.  There  were 
seated  roimd  the  Queen  the  fair-haired  young  daughters  of  the  House  of  Brunswick.  There 
the  ambassadors  of  great  Kings  and  commonwealths  gazed  with  admiration  on  a  spectacle 
which  no  other  country  in  the  world  could  present.  There  Siddons,  in  the  prime  of 
her  majestic  beauty,  looked  w-ith  emotion  on  a  scene  surpassing  all  the  imitations  of  the 
stage.  There  the  historian  of 
the  Eoman  Empire  thought  of 
the  days  when  Cicero  pleaded 
the  cause  of  Sicily  against  Verres, 
and  when,  before  a  Senate  which 
still  retained  some  show  of 
freedom,  Tacitus  thundered 
against  the  oppressor  of  Africa. 
There  were  seen,  side  by  side, 
the  greatest  painter  and  the 
greatest  scholar  of  the  age.  The 
spectacle  had  allured  Eeynolds 
from  that  easel  which  has  pre- 
served     to      us      the     thon£rhtful  sketches  made  by  hugarth  at  the  trial  of  lord  lovat. 
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foreheads  of  so  many  writers  and  statesmen  and  the  sweet  smiles  of  so  many  noble  matrons. 
It  had  induced  Parr  to  suspend  his  labours  in  that  dark  and  jirofound  mine  from  which 
he  had  exti-acted  a  \ast  treasure  of  erudition — a  treasure  too  often  bm-ied  in  the  earth, 
too  often  jmraded  witli  injudicious  ostentation,  but  still  precious,  massive,  and  splendid. 
There  appeared  the  voluptuous  charms  of  her  to  whom  the  heir  of  the  throne  had  in  secret 
])lighted  his  faith.  There,  too,  was  she,  the  beautiful  mother  of  a  beautiful  race,  the  St.  Cecilia, 
whose  delicate  features,  lighted  up  by  love  and  music,  art  has  rescued  from  the  common  decay. 
There  were  the  members  of  that  brilliant  society  which  quoted,  criticised,  and  exchanged 
repartees  under  the  rich  peacock  hangings  of  j\Ii-s.  JMontagu.  And  there  the  ladies  whose  lips, 
more  persuasive  than  those  of  Fox  himself,  had  carried  the  Westminster  election  against  palace 
and  treasury  shone  round  Georgiana,  Duchess  of  Devonshire." 

'•The  trial,"  another  writer  (Townsend)  says,  "was  unprecedented  in  its  historic  magnitude; 
in  the  depth  of  interest  which  it  excited,  in  the  extent  of  time  and  space  and  detail  which  it 
occupied,  in  the  grandeur  of  the  topics  which  it  involved,  and   in  the  greatness,  not  less  moral 
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than  adventitious,  of  the  managers  of  the  impeachment.  In  their  box  were  enclosed  Burke, 
Fox,  Sheridan,  Windham,  and  Grey,  sujiported,  should  they  require  support,  by  the  professional 
talents  of  Drs.  Lawrence,  Mansfield,  and  Piggott — a  band  unmatched  with  mental  prowess  and 
rich  with  the  spoils  of  the  ransacked  world  of  eloquence.  When  their  stupendous  chief,  who 
rose  far  above  the  common  stature  of  human  intellect,  had  closed  his  most  emphatic  charge— 
'I  impeach  Warren  Hastings  in  the  name  of  our  holy  religion,  which  he  has  disgraced;  I 
impeach  him  in  the  name  of  the  English  Constitution,  which  he  has  violated  and  broken ; 
1  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  Indian  millions  whom  he  has  sacrificed  to  injustice  ;  I  impeach 
him  in  the  name  and  by  the  best  rights  of  human  nature,  which  he  has  stabbed  to  the 
heart.  And  I  conjure  this  high  and  sacred  Court  not  to  let  these  pleadings  be  heard 
in  vain  '—the  very  peers  who  had  to  try  the  charge  said  'Hear,  hear.'  Some  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  peeresses  fainted  away  at  the  recital  of  the  horrors  which  his 
fertile  imagination  had  conjured  up  against  the  agents  of  the  accused  ;  and  had  the  coroneted 
judges  proceeded  immediately  to  their  Painted  Chamber  and  voted  forthwith,  there  is  little 
doubt    thev   would    have    pronounced    a  judgment    of  'Guilty'  almost   by   acclamation."      But 
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fortunately  for  the  pri?onor,  fortunately  for  the  cause  of  justice,  the  trial  was  so  protracted 
that  the  effect  of  Burke's  perferxid  advocacy  was  dissipated  in  a  morass  of  evidence  and 
formalities.  To  revive  the  drooping  interest,  the  gi-eat  orator  resorted  to  humour.  "  The  rajah," 
he  said,  "had  been  arrested  at  the  hour  of  his  devotions.  It  was  alleged  in  extenuation  of  the 
disgrace  that  he  was  not  a  Brahmin.  Suppose  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Thurlow)  should  be  found 
at  his  devotions — the  keejjer  of  the  King's  conscience.  Suppose  he  should  be  taken  away. 
Would  it  remove  the  indignity  that  he  was  not  a  bishop?  No!  The  Chancellor  would  know 
and  feel  the  disgrace.  He  would  think  of  the  devotions  he  had  lost,  and  he  would  not  care 
whether  he  were  a  bishop  or  no!"  The  sally  had  its  effect.  "None,"  says  the  reporter,  "was 
grave  but  the  TiOrd  Chancellor  himself."  But  it  was  a  mere  flash  in  the  pan.  Interest,  which 
was  at  first  at  white  heat,  became  more  and  more  attenuated,  until  the  final  scenes  were 
marked  by  a  display  of  jiublic  weariness  and  indifference,  and  even  aversion.  As  for  the 
criminal — "the  Captain-General  of  Iniquity,"  as  he  had  been  called  b}'  his  rancorous  accusers 
— the  best  opinion  more  and  more  inclined  to  the  view  that  he  was  a  greatly  ill-used 
man.  When,  therefore,  on  April  23rd,  1795,  on  the  one  hundred  and  forty-ninth  day  of 
the  trial,  an  acquittal  was  pronounced  by  twenty-three  peers  against  six,  the  result  was 
received  with    unbounded    satisliiction    in  all  but   the  most   partisan   quarters.     The   trial   lasted 

seven  years  ;  if  the  reckoning  is  made  from  the  time 
Burke  gave  his  notice  of  the  impeachment  to  the 
day  of  the  acquittal,  the  proceedings  extended  over 
ten  years — a  period  which,  as  Seward  says,  "might 
vie  for  duration  with  the  siege  of  Ti'oy." 

Only  on  one  other  occasion  was  the  cumbrous 
machinery  of  iniiirachiiieiit  put  into  motion  in  the 
great  Hall  of  Jiui'us.  This  was  in  the  well-known 
case  of  Lord  IMelville,  who  on  June  2Ist,  1806,  was 
brought  to  the  Bar,  under  circumstances  to  be  narrated 
in  a  later  chapter,  on  charges  of  malversation  of 
public  funds  in  connection  with  the  administration  of 
the  Navy,  of  which  he  was  the  administrative  head. 
In  the  result  he  was  acquitted  by  a  large  majority 
of  his  brother  peers,  and  he  lived  long  enough  to  win 
back  the  entire  confidence  of  Wilberforce  and  other 
friends  whose  suspicions  had  in  a  measure  led  to  the 
inquiry. 

In  a  future  chapter  we  shall  have  something  to 
say  of  the  coronation  festivities  of  which  the  Hall 
has  been  the  scene  from  the  earliest  days  of  its 
existence  to  the  beginning  of  the  piresent  centm-y. 
Meanwhile,  we  take  leave  of  this  building  with  a 
vivid  sense  of  the  difficulty,  inseparable  from  the 
scheme  of  the  work,  of  compressing  into  a  short 
space  an  adequate  survey  of  the  moving  events  of 
its  strange,  eventful  history,  and  of  the  consjiicuous 
part  it  has  played  in  the  life  of  the  nation. 
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On  the  iiiglit  of  Thursday.  October  IGth.  1834.  visitors  travelling  by  coach  to  London  were 
confronted  with  a  magnificent  spectacle.  The  whole  of  the  metropolis  was  illuminated  by  a 
vast  conflagi-ation.  Flames  leapt  high  in  air,  and  a  dense  column  of  black  smoke  rolled  sullerjly 
away  northwards.  Eager  cjuestions  to  ostlers  at  stopping- places  as  the  distant  suburbs  were 
reached  soon  elicited  an  explanation  of  the  phenomena.  The  Houses  of  Parliament  were  on 
fire !  Throughout  that  night  j^ractically  all  London  congregated  about  Westminster  to  watch 
the  remorseless  march  of  the  fire  as  it  swept  from  building  to  building  with  incredible  rapidity. 
Three  regiments  of  Guards  hardly  sufficed  to  keep  back  the  excited  crowd  which  surged  about 

Old  Palace  Yard.  On  the 
river  an  immense  number  of 
small  craft,  filled  with  spec- 
tators, contributed  to  the 
animation  of  the  scene.  For 
hours  the  fire  continued  with- 
out any  stay  to  its  progress. 
In  turn  the  House  of  Lords, 
the  Painted  Chamber,  the 
Poyal  Gallery,  the  library 
of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  residences  of  the  chief 
officials  v.ere  consumed.  It 
seemed  at  one  time  that  the 
whole  of  the  group  of  buildings 
would  be  utterly  destroyed. 
but  the  massive  masonry  of 
Westminster  Hall  fortunately 
]iro\ed  a  barrier  too  stout  for 
the  flames  to  overcome.  As 
morning  began  to  dawn,  with 
a  feeling  of  intense  relief  the 
great  concourse,  which  in- 
cluded in  its  ranks  peers  and 
Ministers,  members  of  Parlia- 
ment and  high  officials,  saw 
that  the  worst  was  over,  and 
that  the  matchless  building 
was  not  to  be  involved  in  the 
general  ruin.  But  the  Palace 
itself    was    a    tiling    of    the 
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104 


The    Destruction    of    the    Palace    by    Fire 


165 


features  of  the  ancient  home  of  the  Norman 
and  Phmtagenet  Kings. 

The  story  of  the  orighi  of  the  fire  is 
not  so  familiar  tliat  it  may  not  be  retold 
■with  interet^t.  At  the  time  the  event  oc- 
curred there  were  strong  suspicions  that  it 
was  the  result  of  jiolitical  incendiarism. 
Colour  was  lent  to  this  theory  liy  an  extra- 
ordinary statement  made  by  a  jNIr.  Cooper,  a 
member  of  a  firm  of  ironfounders  carrying 
on  business  in  Drury  Lane.  This  individual 
averred  that  at  eight  o'clock  on  Thursday, 
October  16th,  1834,  he  went  into  the  commer- 
cial room  of  the  Bush  Inn  at  Dudley,  and 
whilst  he  was  drinking  some  tea  one  of  the 
travellers  there  went  out,  and  returning  in 
about  two  minutes,  observed:  "I  have  just 
heard  that  the  House  of  Lords  is  burnt  down, 
occasioned  by  some  carpenters  being  careless 
with  the  shavings."  L^pou  this  one  of  the 
other  travellers  asked :  "  Is  it  in  the  paper  ?  " 
The  reply  was :  '•  No,  it  cannot  have  got  into 
the  paper."  '•  How  did  you  hear  it  ?  "  was 
the  next  question.  To  this  response  was 
made  by  the  traveller  who  brought  the  in- 
telligence that  his  informant  was  a  person 
on  the  coach.  This  was  the  story,  and  a 
remarkable  story  it  was.  for  it  implied  that 
in  days  when  the  electric  telegraph  was 
unknown  as  a  means  of  communication,  and 
the  quickest  method  of  conveying  intelli- 
gence was  by  stage  coach,  the  news  of  the 
fire  at  Westminster,  which  did  not  break  out  until  seven  o'clock,  was  known  at  Dudley, 
119  miles  ofi',  three  hom's  later.  If  Mr.  Cooper's  statements  were  true,  there  was  clearly 
only  one  explanation  of  the  conflagration — that  it  was  the  outcome  of  a  plot.  But  a 
subsequent  searching  investigation  proved  conclusively  that  they  could  not  be  true.  Not 
only  was  there  evidence  of  a  negative  character  to  controvert  the  statement  that  an 
announcement  of  the  outbreak  was  made  in  the  commercial  room  of  the  Bush  Inn  at 
Dudley  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  Ixit  ]Mr.  Cooper  contradicted  himself  to  such  an  extent  under 
examination  before  the  Committee  of  Loi'ds  of  the  Council  which  investigated  the  causes  of  the 
fire,  as  to  comiiletely  discount  the  value  of  anything  he  said.  Whether  he  was  suffering  under 
some  extraordinary  hallucination,  or  whether  he  had  simply  trumped  up  a  fictitious  and 
sensational  narrative  of  the  origin  of  the  fire  for  purposes  of  notoriety,  it  is  impossible  to  say ; 
but  the  Lords  of  the  Council  had  no  hesitation  in  disbelieving  his  story,  and  tlieir  attitude 
was  the  only  possible  one  in  the  circumstances.  Other  evidence  given  at  the  inquiry  showed 
convincingly  that  the  fire  was  due  to  accidental  and  easily  explainable  causes. 

The  factor  in  producing  the  conflagration  was  a  very  simple  one.  It  was  nothing  more 
than  an  overheated  flue,  brought  about  by  careless  burning,  in  a  furnace  under  the  Peers' 
chamber,  of  an  accumulation  of  "  tallies  "  and  "  foils,"  left  by  the  old  Court  of  Exchequer  when 
it  was  abolished  in  1826.  The  tally  and  the  foil,  it  should  be  explained,  were  pieces  of  stick 
of  unequal  lengths  used  for  the  purpose  of  recording  the  sums  paid  into  the  Exchequer.  As 
thev  had  been  in  store  for  fome  time,  they  were    dry  and    highly  inflammable.      Usually  they 
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had  been  disj)osed  of  either  by  making  an  auto  da  ji  in  Palace  Yard  or  Tothill  Fields,  or  by 
the  simpler  expedient  of  using  them  for  firewood  as  occasion  offered  in  the  Government  offices. 
But  in  an  evil  moment,  in  order  to  completely  clear  the  old  tally  room  for  use  for  other 
pm-poses,  an  order  was  given  for  a  wholesale  burning,  without  any  specific  instructions  as  to  the 
jilace  where  the  operation  was  to  be  performed.  ISIr.  Weobley,  the  clerk  of  the  works,  unhappily 
conceived  the  idea  of  utilising  the  stoves  in  the  House  of  I^ords  for  the  purpose.  With  careful 
firing,  perhajjs  there  would  have  been  no  great  danger,  but  the  work  was  practically  left  to  two 
workmen,  who,  animated  by  a  not  unnatural  desire  to  get  through  their  task  quickly,  piled  the 
wood  upon  the  fire  with  a  rajiidity  which  soon  produced  ominous  results.  Some  visitors  looking 
over  the  House  about  four  o'clock  noticed  that  the  floor  beneath  Black  Eod's  box  was  quite 
warm  to  the  feet,  and  remarked  on  the  danger  that  there  seemed  to  be  from  fire.  jMrs.  Wright, 
the  housekeeper,  however,  made  some  reassuring  remarks  as  to  the  safety  conferred  on  the 
building  by  the  fact  of  the  floor  being  of  stone.  The  visitors  were  not  convinced.  One  of 
them  spoke  of  the  suffocating  heat,  and  another  commented  regretfully  on  the  circumstance 
that  there  was  so  much  smoke  that  he  could  not  see  the  tapestries  on  the  walls,  and  found  it 
impossible  to  discern  the  throne  from  the  Bar.  The  official  optimism,  however,  was  proof 
against  all  evidence  of  danger.  Beyond  conveying  several  warnings  to  tlie  men  tending  the  fire, 
neither  Mrs.  Wright  nor  any  other  responsible  official  did  anything  until  a  little  after  six 
o'clock.  Then  there  was  the  clearest  proof  that  the  House  was  indeed  on  fire.  One  of  the 
female  servants  who  went  out  on  an  errand  about  that  time  returned  screaming,  "Oh,  good 
God,  the  House  of  Lords  is  on  fire  ! "  Thinking  that  it  might  be  only  the  matting  that  was 
alight,  Mrs.  Wright  took  the  keys  and  opened  the  door  of  tlie  chamber,  but  she  was  soon 
convinced  that  a  much  greater  disaster  than  that  was  in  progress.  Flames  were  leaping  up 
from  Black  Eod's  box,  and  tlie  interior  was  filled  with  dust  and  smoke.  The  alarm  was 
hurriedly    given,  and    the    fire   engines — puny  affairs,  mere  squirts  compared  with  the  powerful 
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ainiliaiices  of  to-day — were  sent  for.  But  the  flames  had  got  too  great  a  mastery  to  be  denied. 
So  rajiid  was  the  spread  of  the  conflagration  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the 
most  valuable  of  the  records  were  removed  from  the  offices  in  the  Peers'  buildings  to 
St.  INIargaret's  Church  across  the  way  for  safe  custody.  In  this  connection  Sir  John  E. 
Dorington,  Bart.,  the  present  member  for  the  Tewkesbury  division  of  Gloucestershire,  whose 
father  was  Chief  Engrossing  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  the  Fees  of  the  House  of  Commons,  tells  an 
interesting  story.  He  states  that  on  the  night  of  the  fire  his  father  was  dining  at  the 
AtheniBum  Club,  and  hearing  the  cry  of  "  Fire ! "  went  out.  Discovering,  on  inquiry,  that  the 
outbreak  was  at  the  House  of  Lords,  he  rushed  ofi"  to  his  office  to  save  his  papers.  He 
managed  to  get  in  without  any  great  difficulty,  but  he  had  barely  time  to  open  the  drawers 
where  the  documents  were  left  when  an  attendant  burst  into  the  room  and  said  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  caught.  A  look  around  convinced  Mr.  Dorington  of  the  accuracy  of  that 
statement.  All  the  passages  were  filled  with  smoke,  and  the  threatening  roar  of  the  flames 
came  every  moment  nearer  and  nearer.  Deeming  discretion  the  better  jiart  of  valour,  the 
zealous  official  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  leaving  not  only  his  papers,  but  his  keys  behind  him.  As 
it  was,  he  only  just  managed  to  escape  with  his  life. 

Another  interesting  reminiscence  is  supplied  by  Dean  Stanley  in  his  well-known  work  on 
Westminster  Abbey.  Writing  of  the  associations  of  the  Chajiter  House,  and  of  its  uses  as 
a  Eecord  Chamber,  he  says  :  "On  the  night  of  the  fire  which  consumed  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
in  1834,  when  thousands  were  gathered  below  watching  the  flames,  when  the  waning  afifection 
for  our  ancient  national  monuments  seemed  to  be  revived  in  that  crisis  of  their  fate— wliere,  as 
the  conflagration  was  driven  by  the  wind  towards  Westminster  Hall,  the  innumerable  faces  of 
that  vast  multitude,  lighted  up  in  the  broad  glare  with  more  than  the  light  of  day,  were  visibly 
swayed  by  the  agitations  of  the  devouring  breeze,  and  one  voice,  one  prayer  seemed  to  go  up 
from  every  upturned  countenance,  'Oh!  save  the  Hall':  on  that  night  two  small  figures  might 
have  been  seen  standing  on  the  roof  of  the  Chajiter  House  overlooking  the  terrific  blaze,  parted 
from  tliem  only  by  the  narrow  space  of  Old  Palace  Yard.     One  was  the  Keeper  of  the  Kecords, 
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Sir  F.  ralgrave,  the  other  was  Dean  Irehuid.  Thev  hail  cliiiilied  up  through  the  liole  in  the 
roof  <x)  witness  tlie  awful  scene.  Suddenly  a  gust  of  wind  swept  the  flames  in  that  direction. 
Palgrave,  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  antiquarian  and  of  bis  own  eager  temperament,  turned 
to  tlie  Dean  and  suggested  that  they  should  descend  to  the  Cha})ter  Ifouse  and  carry  off  its 
most  valuable  treasures  into  the  Abbey  for  safety.  Dean  Ireland,  with  the  caution  belonging 
at  once  to  his  office  and  his  character,  answered  that  he  could  not  think  of  doing  so  witliout 
applying  to  Lord  jMelbourne,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury."  As  it  proved,  there  was  no  real  need 
to  take  the  step  proposed  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Eecords.  The  Chapter  House  was  hapjjily  left 
unscathed,  with  all  its  priceless  muniments.  But  great  destruction  was  nevertheless  wrought 
with  valuable  records  preserved  in  the  Parliamentary  buildings. 

As  has  already  been    stated,  the  fire  left  of  the  old  Palace   of  Westminster    little    beyond 
Westminster  Hall  and  a  few  gutted  buildings.     It  was  at   first  hoped   that  it   might  be   possible 


to  restore  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  and  some  other  portions  of  the  original  structure,  but  careful 
expert  examination  showed  the  impossibility  of  this,  excepting  at  an  enormous  cost,  which  would 
not  be  justifiable  in  the  circumstances.  Generally  it  was  felt  that  though  sentiment  might  have 
been  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  demolition  of  the  block  of  buildings  embraced  in  the 
ancient  limits  of  the  Palace,  it  was  absurd  to  allow  it  to  be  the  means  of  creating  a  patchwoik 
arrangement  only,  as  the  restored  building  must  inevitably  be.  The  time  for  makeshifts  had 
passed.  Kot  only  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  but  its  convenience,  demanded  that  the  two 
assemblies  should  be  accommodated  in  a  home  more  imposing  in  size  and  architectmal  pre- 
tensions than  the  one  which  had  hitherto  done  duty  as  such.  This  view,  popularly  held,  was, 
after  close  investigation  and  long  consideration,  supported  by  a  decision  of  a  Select  Committee 
which  was  apjiointed  to  consider  the  matter.  This  body  presented  a  report  in  June,  1835, 
embodying  its  views  in  a  series  of  resolutions.  These  recommended  the  holding  of  a  competition 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  design  of  the  new  structure  should  be' 
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either  Gothic  or  Elizabethan ;  and  that  the  King  slionld  he 
requested  to  appoint  five  Commissioners,  who  should  examine 
the  plans  offered  by  comjietition,  and  select  from  their 
number  "not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five,  as  shall 
seem  to  them  most  worthy  of  attention."  Four  premiums  of 
£500  each  were  promised,  and  it  was  understood  that  the 
architect  receiving  the  first  premium  should  be  employed  to 
undertake  the  work  unless  some  grave  cause  to  the  contrary 
were  discovered,  in  which  case  he  was  to  receive  a  premium 
of  £1,000. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Committee  were  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  a  comiietition  instituted,  with  the  result  that 
ninety-seven  architects  entered  the  lists.  On  November  1st. 
1835,  the  designs  were  sent  in;  on  February  29th,  183G, 
the  award  was  published.  The  successful  competitor  was 
.Air.  Charles  Barry,  an  architect  who  had  already  attaiiird 
some  eminence  in  his  profession  as  the  designer  of  the 
Travellers'  Club,  the  Eeform  Club,  anrl  Bridgewater  House, 
and  the  remodeller  of  Highclere  _  House.  The  report  of  the  ;:::^:^ ^: ^':^::^:t:^^;^ 
Commissioners,  in  which  the  decision  was  set  forth,  stated  that  House, 
they   had    confined   themselves    "to   the   consideration    of    the 

beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  general  design,  to  its  practicability,  to  the  skill  sIkiwu  in  the  various 
arrangements  of  the  building,  and  the  accommodation  afforded";  and  that  on  these  grounds 
they  assigned  the  jmlm  to  ]\Ir.  liarry.  But  while  accepting  his  designs,  and  expressing  confidence 
in  the  author's  skill  in  Gothic  architecture,  they  strongly  recommended  that  "  as  the  beauty 
(if  this  depends  upon  the  attention  to  detail,  for  which  the  architect  has  no  rule  to  guide  him," 
liis  drawings  should  be  submitted  from  time  to  time  "to  competent  judges  of  their  effect,  lest 
liom  over-confidence,  negligence,  or  inattention  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  we  fail  to  obtain 
that  result  to  which  our  just  expectations  have  been  raised." 

This  proposal  to  appoint  a  controlling  Commission  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Barry  without  demur, 

much   to  the   disgust  of  some  of  his  professional  col- 
leagues,    who    held    that    he    should    have     declined 
to  submit    to    so    unusual    a  demand.     Later  on  Mr. 
I'arrv    himself    prolialily    would    have    cordially    sub- 
scribed to  this  view.     But  in  the  flush  of  Victory   he 
doubtless  was  not  disposed  to  .scrutinise    too  carefully 
>    conditions   under   which    it   had    been    won.      He 
s  more  concerned  with  the  criticisms  of  his   plans, 
ich  closely  touched  not  only  his  capacity,  but  even 
:  fairness  of  the  award.      His   design   was   objected 
as  over-ornamented  and  meretricious,  and  comment 
i  made  on  the  dangerously  artistic  character  of  the 
wings  as  tending  to  mislead  the  judges,  who  were 
temptuously  denounced  as  "  mere  amatem-s."     These 
ndiced  attacks  were  followed  by  overt  action  on  the 
t  of  disappointed  competitors.     At   a  meeting  held 
after    the    exhibition    of  the   competitive   designs   in 
Westminster  Hall,   it  was  decided  to  petition    Parlia- 
ment  to  set  aside  the  award  on  the  ground   that   in 
the  accepted  design  considerations  of  expense  and  the 
conditions  of  the  competition  were   disregarded.     iSIr. 
Hume  undertook   to  jiresent  the  petition,  and  he  did 
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so  on  JuiK^  21iiiil.  lS;ir».  folldwiug  up  his  ju-tion  liv  a  liiniial  attack  a  iiKiiitli  later.  V.nt  thf 
Goveniineiit  wdiild  not  licar  of  any  change  in  the  anangeinents.  Sir  Kobert  Peel  pointed  out 
that  to  adii]it  the  ]iiayer  of  the  petition  wouUl  be  to  destroy  the  wliole  principle  of  competition 
and  endanger  the  ]>ublic  faith.  He  added  an  ex]in'ssion  of  compassion  for  Mi".  Barry,  as  a  man 
"hunted  and  pursued"  because  he  was  successful.  In  this  strong  attitude  the  Ministry  was 
sustained  by  the  issuing  oi'  a  protest  by  twelve  competitors  again.st  ''the  indecorous  and  uiiijro- 
fessional  attempts"  to  upset  the  Commission's  decision,  on  the  ground  that  such  proceedings 
tended  to  disunion  in  the  architectural  profession.  'I'liis  timely  expression  of  opinion  liad  its 
effect.  Attacks  became  less  and  less  frequent,  until  they  died  away  in  a  few  anonymous 
mutterings  to  which  not  the  least  attention  was  given. 

At  last  the  way  was  cleared  for  the  commencement  of  the  work.  With  high  iiopes 
Mr.  Barry  entered  upon  his  task.  Popular  interest  in  and  approval  of  his  design  compensated 
him  for  professional  inju.stice,  while  there  was  much  in  the  magnitude  of  the  building  he 
was  employed  upon  to  inspire  him  with  a  feeling  of  elation.  He  did  not  then  see  the 
difficulties  and  harassing  disputes  which  were  to  cast  a  dark  shadow  over  his  life.  Had  he 
done  so,  possibly  he  might  have  paused  before  lie  accepted  the  responsibility,  lionourable  and 
full  of  distinction  though  it  was. 

A  grant  of  money  made  by  the  Plouse  of  Commons,  on  July  3rd.  1837,  was  the  first 
step  taken  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  building.  It  was  followed  almost  immediately 
bv  the  conunencement  of  operations.  The  initial  move  was  the  construction  of  the  river 
wall.  This  was  a  work  of  great  costliness,  and  no  slight  engineering  difficulty.  "A  coffer 
dam  was  constructed,  and  the  foundations  of  the  wall  laid  upon  concrete,  whicli  in  some 
places   is  as   much  as  twelve  feet  in  thickness.       At    the    very  outset    of  the    work    unforeseen 

(litKculties  were  encountered,  and  unforeseen 
e\])enses  incurred.  The  soil  of  the  bed  of 
the  river  was  found  to  be  very  treacherous,  in 
many  places  little  better  than  a  quicksand,  and 
unfortunately  the  same  character  attached  to 
the  ground  under  a  large  portion  of  the 
building.  (ireat  care,  however,  was  taken 
with  the  foundations,  and  they  were  made 
thoroughly  satisfactory.  Still,  as  an  additional 
precaution.  ,Mr.  Barry  resolved  not  to  draw 
the  piles  of  the  coffer  dam,  as  had  been  at 
first  inti'uded.  but  to  cut  them  off  level  with 
the  dredged  lied  of  the  river,  in  order  that 
tlie  lower  part  of  the  dam  might  remain  as 
a  kind  of  fender  or  outwork  to  the  wall, 
protecting  it  against  the  scour  of  the  river, 
which  has  in  other  places  proved  so  dangerous 
to  the  stability  of  buildings."  ' 

This  important  preliminary  operation, 
completed  in  1839,  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  upon  the  struc- 
ture. On  April  27th,  1840,  with  little  or  no 
ceremony,  and  only  passing  public  notice,  tlie 
hrst  stone  of  the  vast  pile  was  laid  by  the 
wife  of  the  architect.  For  more  than  twelve 
years  the  building  operations  continued,  years 
to  the  architect  of  strife  and  bitterness  and 
keen  disappointment.  It  is  not  within  the 
'The  Life  and  Works  of  Sir  C.  Barry." 
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The  design  by  Sir  Charles  Barry  which  was  accepted,  but  carried  out  in  a  greatly  modified  form. 


inoviiice  of  this  work  to  go  minutely  into  the  half-forgotten  controversies  which  raged  around 
the  building  of  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament.  They  created  much  excitement  at  the  time, 
but  to-day  they  have  little  other  tlian  a  purely  historical  interest.  It  may  be  said,  however, 
that  Su'  Charles  Barry  almost  from  the  outset  found  himself  in  a  position  of  discomfort.  First, 
the  Government  appointed  Dr.  Eeid  to  superintend  the  ventilating  and  warming  of  the  building, 
and  so  introduced  an  element  of  discord  which  left  its  mark  upon  the  progress  of  the  building. 
Then  in  1844  there  was  serious  trouble  because,  to  meet  official  demands  for  fresh  accommoda- 
tion, the  architect  had  without  authority  varied  his  plans  in  several  minor  particulars.  F'ollowing 
this,  and  as  a  consequence  of  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  it,  a  Commission  was  on  March  T7th, 
1848,  appointed  '-to  superintend  the  completion  of  the  new  Palace,"  and  the  way  was  paved 
fiir  an  almost  unending  succession  of  disputes  ujjon  points  connected  with  the  internal  arrange- 
ments. Again,  there  was  a  tremendous  controversy,  with  numerous  ramifications,  over  tlie 
designing  of  the  great  clock.  Lastly,  an  undignified  squabble  which  went  on  fur  years,  out- 
lasting, in  fact,  the  life  of  the  architect,  took  place  as  to  the  remuneration  wliich  should  be 
paid  to  jMr.  Barry,  the  authorities  insisting  on  the  payment  of  a  lump  sum,  while  the  ai'chitect 
stood  out  for  the  observance  of  the  professional  custom  of  a  ijercentage  on  the  outlay.  These 
\arious  wrangles  naturally  materially  tended  to  protract  the  work  of  construction.  It  was  as 
late  as  February,  1847,  that  the  first  completed  portion  of  the  new  buildings,  the  House  of 
liOrds,  was  occu2)ied,  and  some  considerable  fm-ther  time  elapsed  before  the  House  of  Commons 
entered  into  possession  of  its  new  home.  Not  until  1852,  when  the  Eoyal  Approach  was 
completed  and  Queen  ^'ictoria  made  for  the  first  time  her  public  entrance  to  the  new  buildings, 
may  the  great  work  be  said  to  have  been  consummated.  Even  then  the  towers  and  other 
areliitectural  featm-es  remained  to  be  constructed.  These  engaged  attention  until  the  year 
1860.  Thus,  it  was  twenty  years  after  the  first  stone  was  laid,  and  when  the  architect 
had  been  borne  to  his  last  resting-jJace  in  Westminster  Abbey,  a  saddened  and  broken-hearted 
man,  that  the  final  touches  were  put  upon  the  splendid   design. 

The    cost    of  the   building  was    enormous,    far   in    excess    of  the    most    liberal    calculations. 
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In  the  original  estimate  the  aniDiuit  reiuiied  was  put  down  at  ,t7(l7.1()4.  It  was  hoi^elessly 
short  of  tlie  mark.  A  I'arliamentary  paper  i>sneii  in  1850  showed  that  the  amount  expended 
or  to  he  expended  u|)  to  that  time  reached  the  enormous  total  of  £'1,997.246  15s.  lid.  Even 
this  sum  does  not  adequately  represent  all  that  the  buildinsf  actually  co.st.  At  least  anotjier 
half-million  would  have  to  be  added  to  obtain  the  proper  total.  This  great  excess  on  the 
original   estimate   was    made   a  subject  of  severe  censure  of  the  architect    (buing   liis    lifetime. 


THt  NEW    PALACE   AT   WESTMINSTER 

outli-ecost  of  Sir  Cburles  Biirry's  ploposed  additional  buildings  on  tho  site  oi  New 
discussed,  but  nevor  adopted. 


id.    Tlicse  addil 


It  was,  in  fact,  the  most  serious  count  in  the  indictment  brought  against  him  by  his  critics. 
His  son,  however,  ably,  and  on  the  whole  successfully,  defends  him '  from  the  charge  of 
e.xtravagance.  The  building,  he  shows,  as  completed,  widely  differed  from  the  structm-e  that 
Sir  Charles  Barry  had  designed.  Not  only  had  considei-able  additions  been  made  to  it  to 
meet  official  exigencies,  but  a  sum  of  half  a  million  had  been  expended  on  fm-niture,  fittings, 
and  decorations  which  had  not  been  provided  for  in  the  first  estimate.  The  simple  truth 
of  the  matter  no  doulit  is  tiiat  the  great  pile  was  to  a  large  extent  a  product  of  development. 
It  grew  with  the  progress  of  the  time  and  with  the  march  of  opinion  as  to  what  was  really 
essential  to  the  equipment  of  the  home  of  the  Imperial  Legislature.  In  subsequent  chapters 
we  shall  describe  in  detail  the  new  buildings  as  completed. 

'  ''The  Life  aud  Work.s  of  Sir  C.  Barry." 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

CORONATION  CEREMONIES  AT  THE  PALACE. 


r>EFORE  taking  leave  of  the  old  Palace  of  Westminster  it  is  desirable,  especially  in  view  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  time  at  which  this  work  is  issued,  that  some  description  should  be  given 
of  the  pageantry  of  which  it  was  the  witness  in  connection  with  coronations.  In  recent  years, 
with  the  fixing  of  the  jjersonal  residence  of  the  Sovereign  mainly  outside  London,  this  aspect 
of  the  historic  site  by  the  Thames  has  been  rather  obscured.  But  in  reality,  if  the  great 
building  had  never  been  associated  with  the  life  of  Parliament  or  the  administration  of  the 
law.  it  would  always  have  been  famous  as  the  sjiot  on  which  had  been  celel^rated  a  remarkable 
series  of  spectacles  connected  with  the  accession  of  the  English  Kings.  With  the  exception  of 
the  late  Sovereign  of  happy  memory  and  her  immediate  predecessor,  there  was  scarcely  an 
occupant  of  the  English  throne  from  the  time  of  Henry  III.  who  had  not  mounted  to  it  by 
way  of  Westminster  Hall.  Even  before  that  period  the  Palace  was  in  a  peculiar  sense 
identitii'd  with  the  ceremonies  in  connection  with  the  beginning  of  a  new  reign.  Indeed,  it 
may  safely  be  asserted  that  so  long  as  there  has  been  a  Palace  at  Westminster  so  long  has 
there  existed  a  close  association  between  the  l)uil(Hng  and  tlie  rites  wliicli  liave  been  the 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  the  monarch's  title  to  power. 

William  the  Conqueror,  with  that  practical,  business-like  instinct  which  was  a  marked 
trait  of  his  character,  quickly  reali.sed  the  value  of  a  Westminster  coronation;  and  as  soon  as 
he    had    made    his    footing    in    the    country    sure,    lu^  ^ 

caused  elaborate  preparations  to  be  undertaken  for  a 
ceremony  in  the  Abbey  with  the  old  imjjressive 
ritual,  and  an  added  element  of  distinction  lent  by 
the  splendour  of  Norman  pageantry.  An  untoward 
incident  during  the  ceremony  went  nearly  to  involv- 
ing the  affair  in  disaster.  At  the  culminating  point 
in  the  service,  where  the  question  was  asked,  "  Will 
ve  have  tins  Prince  to  be  your  King  ? "  a  great  shout 
of  ajiproval  was  sent  up  by  the  congregation,  and 
the  Norman  soldiery  outside,  hearing  it,  believed  that 
the  Englisli  had  revolted.  Acting  on  this  assump- 
tion, thev  started  to  fire  and  plunder  the  houses. 
The  tumult  was  only  quelled  after  it  had  continued 
many  hours  and  much  mischief  had  been  done.  Mean- 
while William,  trembling  with  apprehension,  had  gone 
through  the  service  to  its  close,  and  we  may  be  certain 
that  there  was  little  festivity  or  rejoicing  in  the 
Palace  that  night. 

William  Kufus,  like  his  fether,  was  crowned  at 
Westminster,  but  the  meagre  accounts  of  the  cere- 
mony do  not  indicate  to  what  extent  the  Palace 
shared  in  the  proceedings.  Profiting  by  the  existence 
of  Westminster  Hall,  his  successor,  after  his  crowning 
in  the  Abbev,  received  "all  the  chief  men  of  England, 
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both  clergy  and  laity,"  iii  the  Palace.  Similarly  Stcpln'ii.  who  was  crowiicil  on  St.  Stephen's 
Day,  1135,  in  honour  ol'  the  oeeasion  held  a  splendid  festixal  in  the  I'lilace,  to  which 
all  his  leading  subjects  were  invited.  These  ]ireeedents  were  hiUciwed  in  successive  reigns. 
When  Henry  III.  was  crowned  King  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father  in  1170,  we  gather 
from  the  records  that,  a  grand  banquet  was  given  in  Westminster  Hall.  I'pim  this  oeeasion 
the  father  served  his  son  at  tlu^  table  as  sewer,  "bringing  up  the  bore's  head  with  trum[iets 
before  it  according  to  the  niaiier.  Whereupon,"  proceeds  the  quaint  chronicle  of  Ilolinshed, 
"  the  young  man,  conceiving  a  jaide  in  his  heart,  beheld  the  standers-bv  with  a  more 
stately  countenance  than  he  had  wont  ;  the  Archbishop  of  Yorke,  who  sat  by  him,  marking 
his  behaviour,  turned  unto  him  and  said,  '  Be  glad,  my  good  sonne,  there  is  not  another 
Prince  in  the  world  that  hath  such  a  sewer  at  his  table.'  To  which  the  newe  King  answered 
disdainfullie  thus:  'Why  doest  thou  marvel  at  that?  My  father  in  doing  it,  thinketh  it  not 
more  than  becometh  him;  he  being  borne  of  princelie  blood  onlie  on  tlie  mother's  side, 
serveth  me  that  am  a  King  borne,  having  both  a  King  to  my  father  and  a  tjueen  to 
my  mother.'  Thus  the  young  man,  of  an  evill  and  perverse  nature,  was  putted  uji  in  pride 
bv  his  fiither's  unseemlie  doinge."     It  is    difficult    to    sav  whether  this  storv  is  more  than    the 
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gossip  of  the  old  Pathers,  but  it  is  certainly  jierfectly  consistent  with  the  mean-spirited 
character  of  the  Prince  of  whom  it  is  related.  More  tangilile  than  the  narrative  of  this  abortive 
coronation  are  the  records  of  the  festivities  which  accompanied  the  elevation  of  Kichard  I. 
to  the  throne.  These  were  conducted  with  all  the  pomp  and  display  of  the  age,  and  were 
participated  in  by  the  leading  men  of  the  country.  In  the  writings  of  eye-witiiesses  we  have 
for  the  first  time  mention  of  the  association  of  the  chief  citizen  of  London  with  the  ceremony 
in  the  capacity  of  Chief  Butler,  and  of  tlie  aiipointment  of  the  chief  burgesses  of  Winchester 
to  serve  up  the  viands.  But  records  of  the  earlier  coronation  feasts  in  Westminster  Hall  are 
meagre,  and  it  is  not  until  we  come  to  the  coronation  of  Henry  III.'s  Queen,  Eleanor,  in  1236, 
tiiat  we  have  any  detailed  description.  Of  this  pageant  Matthew  Paris,  however,  supplies  a 
vivid  i^icture.  "At  the  nuptial  feast,"  he  says,  "were  assembled  such  a  multitude  of  the 
nobility  of  both  sexes,  such  numbers  of  the  religious,  such  a  vast  body  of  the  people,  and 
such  a  variety  of  players  (histriones)  that  the  City  of  London  could  scarcely  contain  them 
in  her  capacious  bosom.  In  the  procession  the  Earl  of  Chester  bore  before  the  King  the  sword 
of  St.  Edward  the  Confessor,  called  curtana,  in  token  of  his  being  Earl  of  the  Palace,  comes 
pnlatii,  and  having  authority  to  restrain  the  King  if  he  should  do  wrong;  as  Constable  of 
Chester  he  kept  back  the  people  with  his  rod  when  they  pressed  too  forward.  The  High 
Marshal    of    England     (the    Earl    of    I'embroke)   carried    a   rod    before    the    King,    botli   in    the 


From  the  piclurc  by  John  Opk,  R.A. 


THE    CORONATION'    OF    HENRY    VI. 
This  King  was  crowned  both  in  London  and  in  Palis.     He  was  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age  at  the  time  of  the  solemnity  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

175 


176 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


riiurch  anil  in  the  Hall,  making  way 
for  tlie  King,  and  aiTanging  the  guests 
at  the  lioyal  table.  The  barons,  custodes 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  bare  a  canopy  over 
tlie  King  supported  on  five  spears,  though 
from  some  contentious  scruples  tbey  had 
almost  neglected  their  duty.  The  Earl 
of  Leicester  held  water  for  the  King  to 
wash  before  dinner.  The  Earl  of  Warenne 
officiated  as  the  Koyal  cup-bearer,  in 
lieu  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  who  was  a 
youth  not  yet  knighted.  Master  ^lichael 
Belet  had  the  office  of  butler.  The  Earl 
of  Hereford  was  marshal  of  the  King's 
household.  William  de  Beauchamp  was 
almoner.  The  justiciary  of  the  forests 
remo\ed  the  doles  fi'om  the  King's  table, 
though  he  was  at  first  impeded.  The 
citizens  of  London  poured  the  wine 
abundantly  into  precious  cups;  the  citi- 
zens of  Winchester  had  oversight  of  the 
kitchen  and  napery,  and  others  officiated 
according  to  their  various  claims,  which 
were  decided  salvo  jure,  so  that  they 
might  be  substantiated  on  a  fitter 
occasion,  and  the  joy  of  the  nujitial 
feast  not  be  interrupted  by  contention. 
The  chancellor,  the  chamberlain,  the 
marshal,  and  the  constable,  took  their 
seats  with  reference  to  their  offices,  and 
all  the  barons  in  the  order  of  their 
creation.  The  solemnity,"  the  writer 
goes  on  to  say,  "  was  resplendent  with 
the  clergy  and  knights,  properly  placed. 
But  how  shall  I  describe  the  dainties  of 
the  table,  and  the  abundance  of  divers 
liquors,  the  quantity  of  game,  the  variety 
of  fish,  the  multitude  of  jesters,  and 
the  attention  of  the  waiters  ?  Vt'hatever 
the  world  pours   forth  of  pleasure  and  glory  was  there  especialh'  displayed." 

The  splendour  of  this  feast  was  surpassed  by  that  arranged  in  1274  in  honour  of  the 
coronation  of  Edward  I.  To  furnish  the  material  needs  of  the  occasion  the  country  was 
ransacked  for  supplies  weeks  previously.  Eventually  there  were  forthcoming  440  oxen  and  cows, 
430  sheejj,  450  pigs,  16  fat  boars,  278  flitches  of  bacon,  and  22,460  capons,  besides  other  poultry. 
The  feast  was  attended  by  the  King  of  Scotland,  accompanied  by  one  hundred  knights  on 
horseback,  ''  who  as  soon  as  they  had  dismounted  turned  their  steeds  loose  for  any  one  to 
catch  and  keep  that  thought  proper."  Following  the  Scotch  King  came  Edmund,  Earl  of 
Arundel,  and  the  Earls  of  Gloucester,  Pembroke,  and  Warenne,  "  each  having  in  their  company 
a  hundred  illustrious  knights,  wearing  their  lords'  armour ;  and  when  they  had  alighted  from 
their  palfreys  they  also  set  them  free,  that  whoever  chose  might  take  them  unquestioned." 
ISIeanwhile,  the  aqueduct  in  Chepe  "  poured  forth  white  and  red  wine  like  rain-water,  for 
those  who  would,    to   drink   at    pleasm-e."      This    custom   of  supplying   wine   for   the   populace 
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at  coronations  ninsl  have  involved  great  expense.  A  (liiriiiiiciil  exists  wliirli  shows  that  in 
the  next  reign  a  thousand  pipes  of  wine  were  ordered  IVdiil  ISmdcaux  lor  the  coronation. 
Nor  were  the  creature  comforts  the  only  heavy  charge.  Dm-  oi'  the  liills  pi-eserved  amongst 
the  records  gives  in  minute  detail  the  articles  required  for  the  tilting  u[)  of  Westminster 
Hall  and  the  Abbey  for  Edward  IFI.'s  coronation.  The  total  cost  was  i.'l,()5G  lO.s-.  '.id.,  an 
enormous  sum  for  those  days,  l^ut,  indeed,  the  whole  arrangements  were  concei\eil  on  a  scale 
of  profuse  magnificence — so  much  so,  that  it  took  years  to  discharge  the  liabilities  incurred. 

A  coronation  marked  by  special  magnificence  was  that  of  Uichard  II.  ( >ii  the  day  before 
the  actual  ceremony  the  King  rode  from  the  Tower  to  Westminster  accompanied  by  a  brilliant 
cavalcade  of  noblemen  and  citizens.  Arrived  at  Westminster,  he,  according  to  the  record  in 
the  Close  Rolls,  "entered  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Palace,  and  going  up  to  the  high  marble 
table  which  stood  in  it,  asked  for  wine,  which  being  brought  he  drank  of  it,  as  did  othei-s 
standing  around  him.     The  King  then  retired  with  the  princes  and  his  family  to  his  chamber, 

where  he  supped  royally, 
and  having  bathed  be- 
comingly he  retired  to  rest. 
"In  the  moniing  the 
King  arose,  and  having 
heard  mass,  he  was  clothed 
in  the  purest  vestments, 
and  wore  slippers  or  bus- 
kins only  on  his  feet;  he 
(piitted  his  room  and  de- 
scended into  the  Great 
1  [all  with  a  full  attendance 
(if  princes  and  nobles. 
There  came  to  meet  him 
the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury (Simon  Sudbmy)  and 
other  prelates  in  jwntifical 
habits,  and  the  clergy  of 
the  realm  in  silken  copes, 
with  a  great  concourse  of 
people  at  tlie  high  table 
in  the  Hall.''  Thereafter 
a  procession  was  formed  and  the  King  proceeded  along  a  covered  way  to  the  Abbey,  where 
the  usual  rites  were  performed.  Keturning  to  the  Palace,  the  King  "descended  into  the 
Great  Hall,  and  having  washed  his  hands,  sat  down  in  the  Royal  seat  at  the  high  table, 
where  sat  with  him  many  on  either  hand.  On  the  right  side  of  the  Hall  the  Barons  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  occupied  the  first  table,  the  Clerks  of  the  Chancery  the  second ;  and  at  the 
inferior  tables  on  that  side  were  the  King's  Judges,  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  and  others. 
On  the  left  side  of  the  Hall  were  tables  for  the  8herifi"s,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  many  of 
the  citizens  of  London.  In  the  middle  were  tables  filled  by  distinguished  men  of  the 
Commons  of  the  Kingdom.  .  .  .  During  the  continuance  of  the  entertainment  the  Lord 
Steward,  the  Constable,  and  the  Earl  Marshal,  with  certain  knights  deputed  by  them,  rode 
about  the  Hall  on  noble  coursers  to  jireserve  peace  and  order  among  the  people.  All  the  time 
the  Earl  of  Derby  stood  at  the  King's  right  hand,  holding  the  principal  sword,  drawn  from  its 
scabbard.  The  Earl  of  Stratford  performed  the  office  of  chief  carver.  Dinner  being  finished, 
the  King  arose  and  w^ent  to  his  chamber  witli  the  prelates,  great  men,  and  nobles  before 
mentioned.  Then  the  great  men,  knights,  and  lords  passed  the  remainder  of  the  day  until 
supper  time  in  shews,  dances,  and  solemn  minstrelsy ;  and  having  supped,  the  King  and 
others  retired  to  rest,  fatigued  with  their  exertions  in  this  magnificent  festival." 
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It  is  at  tliis  coronation 
tliat  \\r  first  catch  a  glimjjse 
of  the  King's  Champion,  a 
tainiliar  figure  in  later 
<cremonips.  This  func- 
tionary was  a  creation  of 
the  spirit  of  chivalry  which 
permeated  all  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  regal 
and  national,  at  this  period. 
His  duty  was  to  attend  the 
roronation  festivity  to  clial- 
lenge  to  mortal  combat  all 
who  sliould  dare  to  question 
tlie  Eoyal  right  to  the 
crown.  The  manner  of  his 
conung  was  strictly  laid 
down  in  the  regulations  for 
the  pageant.  In  the  case 
of  Ixichard's  II.'s  coronation, 
according  to  Walsingham, 
the  holder  of  the  office,  Sir 
.John  Dymraok,  "  made  a 
mistake  of  the  juncture  at 
which  he  should  come  in. 
Equipping  himself  with  the 
l)est  suit  of  armour,  save 
one,  and  the  best  steed, 
save  one.  from  the  King's 
armoury  and  stable,  he  pro- 
ceeded on  horseback,  with 
two  attendants  (the  one 
1  tearing  his  spear,  and  the 
.itlier  his  shield),  to  the 
Abbey  gates,  there  to  wait 
I  lie  ending  of  the  mass, 
lint  the  Lord  ]\Iarshal,  the 
Lord  Seneschal,  and  the  Lord 
Constable,  with  Sir  Thomas 
I'l'rcv,  being  all  mounted 
on  their  great  horses,  went  to  the  knight  and  tol<l  him  that  he  should  not  have  come  so  soon, 
but  when  the  King  was  at  dinner;  wherefore  he  had  better  retire,  and,  laying  aside  his 
weighty  armour,  rest  himself  mitil  the  proper  time."  It  is  surmised  by  some  commentators 
that  the  Champion  in  proceeding  to  tlie  Abbey  in  this  instance  was  seeking  to  uphold  an 
ancient  right  to  ride  in  the  procession  as  well  as  to  appear  in  the  Hall.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
it  is  certain  that  on  all  subsequent  occasions  the  Champion's  appearance  was  confined  to 
"VN'estminster  Hall,  where,  however,  it  was  an  essential  featm-e  of  the  festivity.  Mounted  on 
a  snow-white  steed,  and  accompanied  by  a  brilliant  retinue  of  esquires,  heralds,  and  mace-bearers, 
it  was  his  custom  to  ride  in  at  the  great  door,  and  advancing  to  the  top  end  of  the  Hall, 
to  call  upon  his  herald  to  deliver  the  challenge.     This  was  done  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  If  any   person,    of  what    degree    soever,  high    or   low,  shall   gainsay    our   Sovereign    Lord 
King ,  King  of   England  and   France,   Defender  of  the  Faith,   etc.,   to  be  right   heir  to  the 
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imperial  crown  of  this  n-aliii,  or  that  he  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  same;  liere  is  his  Champion, 
who  saith  that  he  lyeth,  and  is  a  false  traytor,  lieing  ready  in  person  to  comliat  with  him; 
and  in  tliis  quarrel  will  ad\enture  his  life  against  him,  on  what  day  soever  he  shall  be 
appointed." 

The  words  uttered,  amid  a  flourish  of  trumpets  the  Champion  threw  down  the  gauntlet 
three  times.  On  the  third  occasion  it  was  customary  for  the  King  to  drink  to  the  Chamjiion 
in  a  gold  (Up  and  tlien  to  pass  it  on  to  the  knight,  who  in  tm-n  drank  to  the  King.  The 
gold  cup  lu'came  a  perquisite  of  the  Champion,  together  with  the  suit  of  armom-  he  wore  and 
the  horse  he  n.ide  at  the  ceremony. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  who  tirst  discharged  the  office,  or  even  when  the  custom  was  instituted. 
There  is  good  ground  for  the  belief,  however,  tliat  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  a  certain  Eoger 
Marmion,  who  died  in  1129,  was  King's  Champion.  This  individual  exercised  the  functions  by 
virtue  of  his  teniu-e  of  the  manors  of  Tamworth  and  Scrivelsby.  Through  him  the  post 
descended  to  Philip  Marmion,  who  is  believed  to  have  acted  as  C'hampion  at  Edward  I.'s 
coronation.  Philip  INlarmion's  death  without  male  issue,  and  tire  consequent  diversion  of  the 
manor  into  the  female  line,  led  to  a  prolonged  dispute  between  the  De  Frevilles  and  the 
Dymmoks,  both  descendants  of  Jane,  Marmion's  eldest  daughter.  Eventually  the  Dymmoks, 
to  use  an  appropriate  metaphor,  became  firmly  seated  in  the  saddle,  and  successive  members  of 
the  family  performed  the  duties  until  the  accession  of  George  TV.,  when  for  the  last  time  the 
Champion,  in  the  person  of  Henry  Dymoke,  representing  the  Rev.  John  D^'moke,  Rector  of 
Scrivelsby,  the  head  of  the  family,  rode  into  Westminster  Hall  to  jjroclaim  his  contempt  for 
the  King's  enemies.  Economical  reasons,  mainly,  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ceremony 
(with  the  banquet)  at  the  two  subsequent  coronations  ;  and  it  is  never  likely  to  be  revived,  for, 
picturesque  as  the  incident  was,  it  would  in  its  modern  framing  lose  the  suggestiveness  and 
romance  which  lent  to  it  in  the  old  days  its  chief  attractiveness. 

The  King's  Champion  has  rather  taken  us  from  the  course  of  our  narrative,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  revert  to  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  to  recall  an  incident  of  high  historic  interest 
and  importance  in  connection  with  the  subject  we  are  treating.  This  was  the  accession  of 
Henry  IV.,   after  the   formal    act    of   abdication    ]icrformed    by  Ricliard    while  a  prisoner  in  the 
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THE  CUAMPIOX   PERFORMING   THE  CEREMOXY   OF    THE    CHALLEXGE    IN    WEST- 
MINSTER HALL  AT   THE  COKONATIOK  OF  JAMES   II. 


Tower.  A'erv  solemn  and  iin- 
]>ivssi\i'  were  the  jiroceedings 
in  I'arliameiit  wliich  passed 
in  the  Great  Hall  on  this 
Septrniher  oOtli.  ]?><)d.  The 
walls  of  the  veneralile  Imild- 
ing  were  "  hung  and  t  riiinned 
sunijit  nonslv.'"  and  the 
managers  of  the  attair  had 
"caused  to  be  set  np  a  lloyall 
chaire,  on  purpose  to  choose 
a  newe  King,  iieare  to  which 
the  prelates  were  sat,  and  on 
tlie  other  side  sat  the  Lords, 
and  after,  the  Commons  in 
order."  Kichard's  renuncia- 
tion was  read  aloud,  and 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
demanded  of  the  States  and 
[)eople  then  present  whether 
they  would,  for  their  own 
interest  and  the  welfare  of 
the  realm,  admit  the  cession 
so  made.  A  great  shout  of  approval  supjilied  an  affirmative  answer,  and  thei-eafter, 
when  sentence  of  deposition  had  been  formally  pronounced  against  Eicliard,  the  Duke  of 
Lancaster,  devoutly  crossing  himself,  spoke  as  follows :  "  In  the  name  of  Father.  Son. 
and  Holy  Ghost,  I,  Henry  of  Lancaster,  challenge  this  realm  of  England,  and  the  crown, 
with  all  the  members  and  appurtenances;  as  that  I  am  descended  by  right  line  of 
the  blood  coming  fi-om  the  good  Lord  King  Henry  IIL ;  and  through  the  right  tliat 
God,  of  His  grace,  hath  sent  me,  with  the  help  of  my  kin  and  of  my  friends,  to 
recover  it ;  the  which  realm  was  in  point  to  be  undone  for  default  of  governance  and 
undoing  of  the  good  laws."  Again  the  assembly  clamorously  signified  its  approbation  of 
the  act,  and  the  new  Sovereign  was  led  to  the  throne  by  the  two  archbishops.  Halting 
at  the  lower  step,  he  knelt  for  a  few  minutes  in  silent  prayer,  and  then  was  placed  in 
the  Royal  seat  by  the  two  ecclesiastics.  The  announcement  of  various  appointments,  and 
the  fixing  of  the  following  IMonday  for  the  coronation  ceremony,  brought  to  a  termination 
a  scene  as  important  in  its  consequences  as  any  that  had  hitherto  been  witnessed  on  that 
famous  spot. 

Shakespeare,  with  his  keen  instinct  for  the  picturesque,  lias  witli  poetic  licence  used  the 
Hall  as  the  setting  for  the  great  scene  in  Richard  II.  in  which  the  act  of  renunciation 
was  performed.  Every  Shakespearean  student  is  familiar  with  the  moving  language  which 
is  put  into  the  unfortunate  King's  mouth.  First  we  have  bitter  reflections  on  his  fallen 
state : — 

Alack  !    wliv  am  I  sent  for  to  a  King, 

Before  I  bave  shook  off  tlie  regal  thoughts 

Wherewith  I  reigned  ?    I  hardly  yet  have  learned 

To  insinuate,  Hatter,  bow,  and  bend  my  limbs : 

Give  sorrow  leave  awhile  to  tutor  me 

To  this  submission.     Yet  I  well  remember 

The  favours  of  these  men:   were  they  not  mine  ? 

I>id  they  not  sometime  cry,  "  All  hail ! "   to   me  ? 

So  Judas  did  to  Clirist :   but  He  in  twelve 

Found  truth  in  all  but  one ;   I,  in  twelve  thousand,  none. 
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At  last  Eicliard  brings  himself  to  make  the  sacrifice, 
formal  act  of  renmiciation  : — 


In  these  pathetic  terms  he  completes  the 


I  give  this  heavy  weight  from  off  my  hearl, 
And  this  unwieldy  sceptre  from  my  hand. 
The  pride  of  kingly  sway  from  out  my  heart  ; 
With  mine  own  tears  I  wash  away  my  balm, 
With  mine  own  hands  I  give  away  my  crown, 
With  mine  own  tongne  deny  my  sacred  state. 
With  mine  own  breath  release  all  duty's  rites: 
All  pomp  and  majesty  I  do  forswear. 

Long  mayst  thou  live  in  Richard's  seat  to  sit, 

And  soon  lie  Eichard  in  an  earthy  pit ! 

God  save  King  Harry,  unking"d  Richard  says. 

There  is  greater  warrant  in  history  for  another  scene  witnessed  in  the  Hall  of  which  stirring 
memories  have  been  handed  down  to  us.  This  was  the  episode  in  1415  which  marked  the 
return  of  Henry  V.  from  the  glorious  field  of  Agincourt.  Modest  as  he  was  brave,  the  gallant 
King  deprecated  the  excessive  fervour  of  his  subjects.  He  prohibited  the  singing  of  songs  of 
conquest.  '•  ^S^eyther  would  he  suffer  to  be  carried  before  him,  nor  showed  unto  the  people,  his 
helmet  whereupon  his  crown  of  gold  was  broke  and  deposed  on  the  field  by  the  violence  of  the 
enemie,  nor  his  other  armour  that  in  that  cruell  battaile  was  so  sore  broken  ;  but  as  the  faithful 
constant  chamf)ion  of  God,  he  eschewed  all  occasions  of  vaine  glory,  and  refused  the  vaine 
praises  of  the  people."  A  fitting  pendant  to  this  picture  of  the  triumphant  monarch  received 
by  his  subjects  was  the  reception  a  few  months  later  by  the  King  in  the  Hall  of  the  Emperor 
Sigismund,  to  conclude  a  peace  on  behalf  of  France. 


THi;    CUKONATIKN 
how  the  King  and  Qi 


t;i;E.Mc_i>V    ly   WESTMINSTER   HALl, — JAMES 


ith  the  nobility  and  others,  did  sit  at  dinner  on  the  day  of  the  coronation,  April  27tb,  10S5.      With  the 
of  serving  up  the  firet  coui-se  of  hot  meat  to  their  Majesties'  table." 
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Henry  TV.'s  coronation  was  conducted  on  a  scale  of  unexampled  gi'andeur.  Froissart,  who 
gives  a  most  minute  account  of  the  ceremony,  states  that  he  was  accompanied  to  Westminster 
from  the  Tower  by  a  cavalcade  of  C.OOO  horse,  "  including  his  own  immediate  attendants 
and  the  City  companies  in  tlieir  respective  liveries."  The  streets  were  jn-ofusely  decorated, 
and  "there  were  nine  fountains  continually  flowing  with  red  and  white  wine,  independently 
of  another  fountain  in  the  Palace  court,  giving  issue  to  similar  liquids  from  various  mouths.'' 
The  banquet  in  Westminster  Hall  was  in  keeping  with  these  arrangements.  As  a  manuscript 
preserved  in  the  British  ]\Iuseum  shows,  the  fare  was  jn'ofuse  to  the  point  of  rejjletion.  In 
the  first  com-se,  in  addition  to  several  dishes  of  mysterious  composition,  there  were  boars  head, 
swans,  capons,  pheasants,  herons,  stmgeons,  and  one  of  those  "  subtleties  "  in  which  the  ancient 
cook  so  gi-eatly  delighted.  The  second  com'se  introduced  "  venison  in  frumenty,"  jelly,  young 
jiigs  stuffed,  jjeacocks,  cranes,  venison  pasty,  tongue,  bittern,  '•  fowls  gilded,"  large  tarts, 
I'ashers  of  ham  or  brawn,  and  another  "  subtlety."  In  the  last  com'se  the  guests  had  served 
for  their  delectation  quinces  in  confection,  young  eagles,  curlews,  partridges,  pigeons,  quails, 
snipe,  small  birds,  rabbits,  w'hite  brawn  sliced,  eggs  in  jelly,  fritters,  sweetmeats,  egg!i.  and 
finally  a  "  subtlety."'  It  was  a  princely  feast,  indeed,  and  one  to  appeal  to  the  most  fastidious 
of  appetites  as  well  as  to  the  most  robust.  A  strong  contrast  to  the  viands  supplied  on  this 
occasion  is  aflTorded  by  the  menu  for  the  coronation  banquet  of  Queen  Katherine,  Consort  of 
Henry  Y.,  on  February  24th,  1421.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  season  was  Lent,  the  dishes  were 
all  fish.  Fabyan,  the  chronicler,  who  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the  banquet,  says  that  in 
the  first  course  was  "  a  sotyltie  called  a  pellycan,  syttyng  on  her  nest  with  her  byrdes,  and  an 
image  of  St.  Katheryne  holdyng  a  booke  and  dysputynge  with  the  doctours."  Other  dishes  in 
the  subsequent  two  com'ses  included,  besides  cai-p,  tiu-bot,  tench,  and  perch,  "porpies  (porpoise) 
rostyd "  and  "  mennj's  (minnows)  fried."  Last,  there  was  "  a  marchpane  garnysshed  with 
dieverss  fygm-es  of  angellys,  amonge  the  whiche  was  set  an  image  of  Seynt  Katheryne."  The 
feast,  according  to  all  accounts,  was  a  great  success,  unlike  that  which  accompanied  the 
coronation  of  Richard  III.  and  his  Consort,  Anne,  on  July  6tli,  1483.  The  third  course  of 
this,  we  are  told,  "  was  so  late  that  there  myght  no  servyce  be  served  say\'ing  wafers  and  hipocrace." 
Subsequent  banquets  of  the  Tudor  period  partook  of  much  the  same  character  as  those  already 
described.  The  coronation  of  Henry  YIII.,  however,  was  distinguished  by  unusual  splendour. 
An  old  writer  gives  a  ^■ivid  picture  of  the  progress  through  the  streets  to  Westminster,  with 
Katherine  of  Arragon  borne   on   a    litter,  with  two   white   palfi'eys  "  apparelled   in   white   satyn 

embi'oidered,  her  heeire  hanging 
downe  to  her  back  of  a  very 
great  length,  bewtefuU  and  goodly 
to  behold,  and  on  her  head  a 
coronate  set  with  inany  rich 
orient  stones."  . I  ousts  and 
tourneys  were  arranged  within 
the  Palace  precincts,  and  in  order 
that  the  King  and  Queen  could 
the  better  witness  them.  "  was 
framed  a  fair  house  covered  with 
tapestry  and  hanged  with  rich 
cloths  of  arras.''  Another  charac- 
teristic featiu-e  of  the  p)ageant 
was  •■  a  cm-ious  fountain,  and  o\'er 
it  a  castle ;  on  the  top  thereof 
a  great  crown  imperial,  all  the 
embattling  being  with  roses  and 
HERB  WOMEN  IN  THE  cuKuxATiox  pKucEssius  uF  jAMLs  II.  pomcgrauates    gilded.    .    .    .    And 

These  ladies  beaded  the  coHeffC  and  strewed  sweet  herbs  in  the  monarch's  jiath.  oUt  ot    Several    places    of  the  same 
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c-a>tle  on  the  ncvfral  days  of  tlic  ooroiiatioii, 
jousts,  and  tourneys,  out  of  tlu-  moutlis  of 
critain  beasts  or  gargels  did  run  red,  white. 
,-.iid  elan-t  ^ine."  In  short,  as  Artliur  Taylor 
in  his  "(ilory  of  I\e<rality  "  observes,  the 
display  was  "worthy  of  the  golden  age  of 
pageants."  Practically  the  same  gorgeous 
ai'rangements  were  made  on  the  occasion  of 
the  coi-onation  of  the  unfortunate  Anne 
l^oleyn.  whom  the  King  made  it  a  special 
point  to  honour.  It  is  recorded  that  during- 
the  banquet  tlie  King,  with  various  am- 
bassadors, stood  to  observe  the  service  in  a 
•■little  closet"  constructed  ■•  out  of  tlie 
('lozotes  of  St.  Stephen's."  Poor  Anne  I  Not 
many  years  later  she  was  a  victim  to  the 
savagery  of  her  tyrant  husband  on  the  scaffold, 
and  subsequently,  on  February  4th.  1.540^ 
Anne  of  Cleves,  her  successor  in  the  fickle 
affections  of  the  King,  was  being  taken  with 
much  .state  from  Greenwich  to  Westminster 
liy  water,  accompanied  by  "the  Lord  ]\Iayoi- 
and  his  brethren,  with  twelve  of  the  chiefe 
comiianies   of    the    citie,   all    in   barges,    gor- 

I  uii    HI   :i  ■,!      m:>   II     I   l: \     \\  I  -  I  II  :\-  I  ,   ,;     il  U.I.    FOIt  ,  •    l       l  -il        1  '  1 

ueouslv    eai'nished,  with    baners,   penons,  and 

Tin;    l.:(llCn.N.M  in.N     of    Ul..)l;i,i:     U.  S  J        ti  '  '      1  ' 

targets,  richlie  covered,  and  furnished  with 
instruments  sweetly  sounding."  The  ri\ei'  procession,  of  which  this  was  an  example,  was  a 
]iopnlar  feature  of  the  pageantry  of  this  period.  When  Elizabeth,  in  accordance  with  custom, 
before  her  coronation  proceeded  to  the  Tower  to  prepare  for  the  ceremony,  she  follow-ed  the 
river  route.  Embarking  on  January  12th,  1559,  at  the  Eoyal  stairs  by  the  Palace  side,  she  was 
escorted  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  City  companies  in  their  handsome  barges  to  the  stern 
old  fortress.  Great  were  the  rejoicings  which  accompanied  her  progress,  but  this  Water 
Triumph,  as  it  was  termed,  was  insignificant  compared  wdth  the  grand  pageant  called  the 
City  Triumph,  which  marked  her  return,  two  days  later,  to  Westminster.  In  her  train  were 
included  the  flower  of  the  nobility,  and  the  streets,  decked  with  lavish  hand,  were  filled  witli 
substantial  citizens.  As  she  passed  along  Cheapside  she  was  presented  with  a  Bible,  which  she 
pressed  to  her  heart  in  a  pious  fervour  which  gave  immense  satisfaction  to  her  peojjle,  who 
saw  in  the  act  an  indication  that  the  Reformed  Faith  would  receive  justice  at  her  hands.  The 
subsequent  ceremonies  in  Westminster  Hall  w-ere  accompanied  by  all  the  time-honom-ed  adjuncts, 
not  omitting  the  Champion's  challenge  and  the  presentation  by  the  Lord  INIayor  of  hyppocras- 
and  sjiiced  wine  in  a  gold  cup,  which  afterwards  became  his  proi)erty. 

With  the  gi-adual  decay  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  the  coronation  functions  were 
divested  of  some  of  their  less  important  featiu'es.  But  the  change  was  not  sufficiently  great 
to  have  any  marked  effect  on  the  ceremony.  As  heretofore,  the  King  on  the  day  of  hi.* 
coronation  went  in  jirocession  from  the  Palace  to  the  Abbey,  and  continued  to  return  thitlier 
immediately  after  the  ceremony  to  preside  at  the  banquet  in  Westminster  Hall,  at  which  the 
purely  secular  portions  of  the  celebration  were  enacted.  t)f  the  later  Stuart  coronations  a 
complete  pictm-e  has  been  left,  us  in  the  works  of  Ashmole  and  Sandford,  -'those  learned 
Heralds,"  as  they  were  termed  by  a  writer  of  a  somewhat  later  day.  The  description  of  the 
ceremony  which  distinguished  Charles  II.'s  accession  is  minute  to  the  point  of  tediousness. 
From  it  we  gather  that  at  seven  o'clock  upon  the  morning  of  the  ceremony  (St.  George's  Day)  "  the 
King  entered  into  his  rich  barge,  took  water  from    the    Priory  Stairs  at  Whitehall,  and    landed 


Coronation    Ceremonies    at    the    Palace 


187 


at  the  Parlianu-iit  Stairs,  iroin  whence  he  proceeded  up  to  the  room  liehind  the  Lords'  House 
called  the  Prince's  lodgings,  when',  after  he  had  reposed  liinisclf  for  a  while,  he  was  arrayed 
in  his  Eoyal  robes  of  crimson  velvet,  furred  with  ermine,  hv  which  time  the  nobility  being 
assembled,  robed  themselves  in  the  Lords'  House  and  the  Painted  Chandler."  All  being  in 
readiness,  and  "the  nobility  having  been  called  over  in  the  Painted  Chamber,"  a  move  was 
made  to  Westminster  Hall,  where  at  the  western  end  his  ^Majesty  was  "set  in  his  chair  under 
a  rich  cloth  of  state."  Thereafter  "  8ir  Gilbert  Talbot,  the  ]\Iaster  of  the  Jewel  House,  presented 
the  sword  of  state,  as  also  the  sword  called  cvriana,  and  two  other  swords,  to  the  Lord  High 
Constable,  who  took  and  delivered  tiiem  to  tlu'  I>i>nl  Higli  Chandierlain.  and  he,  having  drawn 
the  last,  laid  them  upon  the  table  before  the  King."  Tliis  was  followed  by  the  presentation 
of  the  regalia  by  the  clergy  of  the  Abbey,  headed  by  the  Dean,  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
procession  through  New  Palace  Yar-d  and  King  Street  to  the  west  door  of  the  Alibey.  The 
religious  ceremony  completed  there    was  a  return    in    state   to  the  ffall   for  the  banquet.      The 

first  course  was  ushered  in  by  a     _^__ 

gorgeous  procession,  in  wliicli  tlie 
Lord  High  Steward,  the  Karl 
j\Iarshal,  and  the  Lord  High 
Constable,  all  on  iierseback,  "in 
tlieir  rol)es  and  having  theii 
coronets  on  their  heads,"  figurecl 
conspicuously.  When  dinner  was 
on  the  table — rather  cold,  one 
would  suppose,  after  so  much 
ceremony — "the  King  came  forth 
from  the  Liner  Court  of  Wards 
in  his  Royal  robes,  with  the  crown 
on  his  head  and  septer  in  his 
hand,  having  the  three  swords 
borne  naked  before  him."  Soon 
after  he  had  taken  his  seat  "tin' 
Lord  Allington  carried  to  tlie 
King  his  first  draught  of  drink 
in  a  silver  gilt  cup,  being  assisted 
by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery,  Viscount  jMontague, 
and  the  Lord  Paget,  his  assistants." 
Next  appeared  on  the  scene 
"  Thomas  Leigh,  Esq.,  with  a 
mess  of  pottage  called  dellegrout ; 
this  service  being  adjudged  unto 
liim  by  the  aforesaid  Court  of 
Claims,  in  right  of  the  manor  of 
Addington,  in  Surrey  ;  whereupon 
the  Lord  High  Chamberlain 
presented  him  to  the  King,  who 
accepted  his  service,  but  did  not 
eat  thereof."  And  so  the  banquet 
proceeded  to  the  close  of  the 
second  coiu-se,  amid  a  mass  of 
ceremonial  wdiich  iiurst  have 
been  quite  destructive  of  the 
Royal   appetite.     '-Py  this  time. 


THE   CORONATION   OP   GEOKOE   III. 
The  Chanjpion  preparing  to  deliver  his  cballen 
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THE  COURT   OF  CLAIMS 
A  sitting  in  the  Painted  Chambei-  of  the  tiibuniil  which  settled  the  respectivi 


the  (lay  lieing  jirettv  for  spent,  the  King,  having  water  brought  liini  bv  tlie  Earl  (if  Peiiilinikc 
and  his  assistants,  \vashe(i  and  rose  from  dinner,  and  retiring  into  tlie  Inner  Court  of  Wards, 
and   ha\ing  disrobed,  went  privately  to  his  barge  and  so  to  Whitehall,  where  he  landed." 

It  would  seem  rather  curious  that  the  King  should  have  quitted  the  bantjueting  hall 
helore  the  serving  of  the  third  and  hnal  course  if  we  did  not  know  from  Sandford's  jiainstaking 
researches  that  special  jirovision  was  made  for  the  Koyal  table.  A  minute  of  Council  issued 
]irior  to  the  coronati(jn  sets  forth  that  there  -be  provided  for  his  Majesty  in  the  nature  of  an 
ambigue;  but  with  two  courses,  in  regard  to  tlie  ceremonies  that  are  to  be  performed  at  the 
second  cour.-e."  The  nature  of  an  "ambigue"  is  best  explained  by  the  following  quatrain 
quoted  by  Johnson  i'rom  an  old  work  on  the  art  of  cookery  : 

When  straitened  in  your  time,  and  servants  few, 
You'd  ricbly  llien  compose  an  ambigue, 
V\  here  first  and  second  course,  and  your  desert, 
All  in  one  single   table  have  tlieir  part. 

The  arrangement  was.  no  doiilit.  convenient.  Imt  we  cannot  imagine  a  Sovereign  in  these  days 
having  a  special  meal  to  himself;  and  deserting  the  festive  board  in  the  middle  of  the  banquet. 
Something,  however,  must  be  allowed  for  human  weakness.  The  coronation  ceremonies  were 
fatiguing  to  the  point  of  exhaustion.  It  is  recorded  of  one  Sovereign  that  he  was  so  worn 
out  before  the  proceedings  had  half  concluded  that  he  had  to  retire  to  his  apartments  for  re>t. 
Possibly  it  may  have  been  this  cause  which  led  to  the  incident  familiarly  associated  with 
the  crowning  of  James  II.  Eeturning  to  the  Palace  after  the  service  in  the  Abbey,  the  crown 
tottered  on  his  head,  and  would  have  fallen  off  had  not  the  Hon.  Henry  Sidney  rushed  to 
the  rescue.     He  is  reported  to  have  said  as  he  held  the  dazzling  circlet:   '-This  is  not  the  first 
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time  om-  family  have    supported   the    Crown.''    a  grim    piece    of   pleasantry   which    James    could 
hardly  have  relished. 

James  II.'s  coronation  was  arranged  on  a  scheme  of  exceptional  splendour,  and  it  found 
so  much  favour  that  it  formed  the  model  for  subsequent  coronations  up  to,  and  including,  that 
of  George  II.  and  his  Consort,  Queen  Caroline.  C)ne  feature  to  be  noted  in  the  procession  frona 
the  Hall  to  the  Abbey  was  the  presence  of  •■the  Strewer  of  Flowers  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majesty," 
who,  assisted  by  six  "  herb  women,"  strewed  sweet  herbs  and  flowers  from  baskets  they  carried  in 
the  way  of  the  Sovereign  as  he  walked  the  six  hundred  yards  or  more  which  was  the  length 
of  the  conventional  coronation  course.  A  versified  description  of  the  coronation  of  George  II. 
and  Caroline,  recited  by  the  boys  of  the  Westminster  School,  gives  some  interesting  glimpses- 
of  the  pageant.     First,  we  have  the  eagerness  of  anticipation : — 

Chloe,  impatient  for  th'  approaching  sight, 
For  once  vouclisafes  to  rise  by  candlelight. 
Glass,  combs,  anil  essences  in  order  stand. 
Maid,  sempstress,  lacquey,  wait  her  wide  command. 
Swift  fly  the  hours;   and  scarce  by  op'uing  morn 
An  hundred  hands  the  finish'd  fair  adorn. 
Sloop  on  secure,  when  this  day's  toil  is  done  ; 
And  boast  that  once  you've  seen  the  rising  sun. 
IIa]ipy  that  now  you  ne'er  will  want  a  theme 
To  talk  of  waking,  and  when  sleeping  dream. 

Then  comes  the  realisation: — 


First  in  procession  of  the  pompous  day, 

AVith  fragrant  flnw'rs  a  matron  marks  the  way  : 

Kext  trumpets,  kettledrums,  and  various  band. 

Too  hard,  too  many  in  a  verse  to  stand  ; 

Then  peers,  earls,  dukes,  their  different  lights  display, 

And  last  both  Majesties — meridian  day  ! 

To  small  beginnings  what  great  things  we  owe, 

Since  one  old  woman  opens  such  a  show. 
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The   herb   woman   is   not   the    only  figure   in    the   procession  which   attracts    the    curions    notice 
of  the  youthful  spectators  : — 

Beliokl  the  man  in  solemn  stale, 
Wliose  scarlet  mantle  shows  him  great! 
Of  what  new  order  can  he  be? 
The  King's  First  Organ  Blower  he! 
Oh  I    could  I  but  thy  praises  sing, 
First  Organ  Blower  to  the  King! 
The  masters  of  the  tuneful  trade 
Must  own  thy  necessary  aid  ; 
Thou  in  their  harmony  may'st  claim 
At  least  an  equal  share  of  fame  : 
Mute  without  thee  the  organ's  found  ; 
Theirs  are  the  notes  but  thine  the  sound. 


To  the  banquet  in  tlie  Hall  several  verses  are 
indicate  tlie  character  of  the  changes  necessitate 
the  Hall  :— 


devoted.       They    may    be    quoted,    as    they 
1    liv  the    function    in    the    ordinary  uses  of 


When   Pvufus   finish'd  saw  his   Hall,   lie  said 

'Twas  scarce  sufficient  for  a   Koyal  bed. 

When  George  and  C'ar'line  with  their  sinning  train 

Enter  that  roof,  we  may  once  more  complain. 

And  in  regret  with  honest  Rufus  join: 

The   Hall's  too  littlp  for  the  guests  to  dine. 
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Many  expodipiits.  in   fact,   had  to  lie  adopted  to  s(jueeze  the  c-i>iiipaiiy   in: — 

T'adniit   the  guests  tlic   Hall  expands  its   Uoor, 

Each  court  removed,  iind  even  the  Alma  Cur,' 

For  here  both   law  aud   cq\nty  agree 

And  issue  join  upon  one   Common   I'lea, 

That  naught  be  seen  this  day  but   harmony. 

Blest  concord  !   hold  but  till  the  terms  near  spent, 

'Twoulcl  turn  the  lawvcrs'   Christmas  into   Lent. 


Here  we  must  take  lea\e  of  this  lively  record.  It  is  not  t;-reat.  even  as  schoolhoy'.s  dogirerel, 
but  it  is  interesting  as  a  contenqiorary  picture  of  the  coronation,  as  well  as  an  indication  of 
the  close  association  between  the  School  and  the  Palace — an  association  which  to  this  day  is 
marked  by  the  admission  of  certain  of  the  Westminster   scholars    to    the   public    gallery  of  the 

House  of  Commons  without  the  customary  formality 
= "'-"'    '^'' '  of  obtaining  an  order. 

The  coronation  of  George  III.  and  his  Queen 
in  1704  followed  in  all  respects  th<'  familiar  line.s, 
but  it  was  distinguished  by  an  incident  which 
created  some  stir  at  the  time.  \\'hen  the  Champion 
delivered  his  challenge  in  Westminster  Hall,  and 
,        -    ;   .         „..:i..  the    gauntlet   was    thrown    on    the    ground    (so    the 

story  runs),  a  lady's  glove,  apparently  cast  from 
some  of  the  upper  benches,  fluttered  to  the  flags 
by  the  side  of  it.  No  one  was  able  to  detect  the 
owner,  and  subsequent  inquiry  was  not  more  success- 
ful in  unravelling  the  mystery.  Soon,  however,  a 
rumour  got  into  circulation  that  the  glove  had  been 
thrown  by  tlie  Young  Pretender,  who  had  penetrated 
to  the  Hall  disguised  in  female  attire,  out  of  a 
romantic  desire  to  participate  in  the  ceremony — 
jiroliably  an  idle  invention,  so  fiir,  at  least,  as  the 
glove-throwing  is  concerned.  Kut  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  was  widely  believed  at  the  time  that  the 
young  Jacobite  Prince  was  actually  a  sjiectator  of 
the  proceedings.  This  is  shown  by  a  statement 
which  appeared  in  the  GentUman'fi  Magazine  for  1764,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  •■  publicly 
said  that  the  Yoimg  Pretender  himself  came  from  Flanders  to  see  the  coronation;  that  he  was 
in  Westminster  Hall  during  the  ceremony,  and  in  London  two  or  three  days  before  and  after 
it,  under  the  name  of  ]Mr.  Brown." 

A  further  and  more  direct  reference  to  the  subject  is  contained  in  the  follo\\"ing  2)assage 
of  a  letter  written  by  Mi:  Hume  to  one  of  his  literary  fi-iends :  '"What  will  siu-])rise  you  more, 
the  Lord  ilarshal,  a  few  days  after  the  coronation  of  the  present  King,  told  me  that  he  believed 
that  the  Young  Pretender  was  at  that  time  in  London,  or,  at  least,  had  been  so  very  lately,  and 
had  come  over  to  see  the  show  of  tlie  coronation,  and  had  actually  seen  it.  I  asked  my  lord 
the  reason  for  this  strange  fact.  -Why,'  says  he,  'a  gentleman  told  me  so  who  saw  him  there, 
and  whispered  in  his  ear — "Your  Koyal  Highness  is  the  last  of  all  mortals  whom  I  should 
expect  to  see  here."  "It  was  ciu'iosity  that  led  me,"  said  the  other,  "but  1  assure  you,"  added 
he,  "that  the  person  who  is  the  cause  of  all  this  pomp  and  magnificence  is  the  man  I  envy  the 
least." ' "  True  or  false,  the  story  has  been  cited  by  coronation  ^Titers  as  the  solitary  instance 
in  which  the  Champion's  challenge  ever  met  with  a  response  of  any  kind. 


THE   CUOWX   OF   GKOKGE    IV. 


The  Courts  of  Chancery,  the  King's  Bench,  and  the  Common  rie.os,  which  then  stood  within  the  limits  of  the  Hall. 
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THE  CORONATION   PROCESSION   IIP   GEORGE   IV.    FROM    THE   APP.EY    TO   WEST.MINSTEU   HALE. 
The  route  followed  was  from  the  west  door  of  the  Abbey  to  the  great  door  of  Westniinater  H;ill. 

As  tlie  last  of  a  long  line  of  coronations  with  full  honours,  that  of  George  I\'.  demands 
2)articular  notice.  An  immense  sum  of  public  money  was  spent  upon  the  ceremony,  and  no 
■effort  was  spared  to  promote  its  success  as  a  spectacle.  Tlie  arrangements  in  Westminster 
Hall  were  on  an  exceptionally  elaborate  scale.  At  tiie  -.vest em  end  was  the  throne,  with  a 
gorgeous  canopy  embellished  with  a  wealth  of  gold.  I'he  backgrouud  was  of  crimson  velvet, 
with  the  Royal  arms  embroidered  on  it.  In  front  was  the  Eoyal  table,  coloured  purple  with  a 
rim  of  gold,  and  an  interior  square  moulding  also  of  gold.  From  the  roof  were  suspended 
by  gilt  cliains  massive  cut-glass  lustres  with  broad  ornamental  frames,  containing  three  circles 
of  wax  candles.  Scarlet-covered  galleries  rose  from  the  floor  on  either  side  of  the  Hall,  and 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  building  were  boxes  for  the  Eoyal  Family  and  tlie  Foreign  niinister.s, 
resplendent  in  gilding.  It  was  all  \ery  magnificent,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  harmonise  with 
the  permanent  features  of  the  Hall— the  time-stained  roof-tree  and  the  grey  walls.  The  actual 
ceremony  was,  in  some  respects,  even  less  in  keeping  with  the  place.  Although  well-known 
prize-fighters  were  engaged  to  keep  the  peace,  the  utmost  disorder  i)revailed.  Before  the  King 
.appeared  on  the  scene  there  were  squabbles  for  places,  ending  in  one  instance  almost  in  a 
free  fight.  Even  after  his  .Majesty  arrived  there  was  much  dithculty  in  maintaining  a 
semblance  of  order. 

It  is  probable  that  the  efforts  made  by  Queen  Caroline,  the  King's  ill-used  Consort,  to 
secure  a  place  in  the  pageant  h;id  a  demoralising  effect  upon  the  arrangements.  The  question 
■of  the  Queen's  right  to  participate  in  the  coronation  ceremonies  had  been  the  subject  of 
formal  proceedings  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  it  had  been  decided  that  the  Queen  was  not 
entitled  as  of  right  to  be  crowned  at  the  same  time  as  her  husband.  But,  undeterred  by  this 
adverse  ruling,  Caroline  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony.  Early 
on    the    coronation    dav   the   Queen,  accompanied    by  Lord   Hood,   arrived    in   her  carriage,   near 
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tlip  Now  I'alarc  \;m\.  amid  the  plaiiilits  of  the 
iniib.  At  the  I'octs'  t'onier  entrance  of  the  Ahhcy 
Lord  Hood,  on  her  ^Majesty's  behalf,  demanded 
admission.  The  att(>ndant.  however,  firndv  hi;t 
respeetfuUy  declined  to  let  her  pass  without  the 
reijiiisite   authorisation.       ■■l)id  you  ever   hear  ol' 

a   (^Mieen   being  asked   for  a   ticket   before?"   in- 

Ljuired  Lord  Hood.     Tlie  doorkeeper  replied  that 

his  orders  were  general,  and  without  any  excej)- 

tions.     "I  present  to  yon  your  Queen,"  persisted 

the  ]ieer.     "Do  you  refuse  her  admission  ?"     The 

attendant    was    not    to    be    moved.       His    orders 

were  jiereniptory,  and,  reluctant  as  he  might  be 

to    discharge  his    duty,    he   could   not  allow   the 

Queen  to  pass  without  a  ticket.     Lord  Hood  now 

produced  a  ticket  for  one,  and  a  colloquy  ensued 

as  to  whether  the    Queen    should  use   it.      I'lti- 

mately    she    decided    not    to    enter    the    Abbey 

alone.     Then  ensued  a  curious  scene,  described  bv 

an    eye-witness:    "As    she  turned   round  to  quit 

the  spot,  some  persons  in  the  doorway  bm'st  into 

a  vulgar  laugh  of  derision.     Her  ^Majesty  looked 

at  them  contemptuously;  and  Lord  Hood  ob- 
served that  in  such  a  place  he  expected  to  have 

met  decorous  conduct,  at  least,  towards  a  Sovereign 

— instead    of    that    she    had    been    denied    her 

indubitable    right,    and    been    treated    not   only    in    an    ill-mannered,  but    in    an    unmanly    way. 

Her    ^Majesty    then    turned    about   and   passed    through    a    group    of  fashionable    women    who 

were   going   to   the   Abbey   with   tickets,    but   who   did   not   take    the    slightest   notice    of  her. 

On    her    entering    her    carriage    there    was    considerable    disapprobation,    mingled    with    cries    of 

•Shame!    Shame!'    M_)ff !   Off!'    but    the    other    parts    of  the    pojiulace    repeated    the    cries    of 

•The  Queen!    The  Queen!'  with  great  enthusiasm." 

A  more  degrading  and  humiliating  episode  had  never 
been  exjierienced  at  a  coronation,  and  the  King  would  have 
been  less  than  human  if  it  had  not  produced  some  effect 
u[ion  him.  Throughout  the  subsequent  ceremony  he  showed 
himself  ill  at  ease.  A  spectator  who  witnessed  the  ceremony 
thus  pictm-es  liim :  "Precisely  at  ten  o'clock  the  King 
entered  the  hall  from  the  door  behind  the  tin-one,  habited 
in  robes  of  enormous  size  and  richness,  wearing  a  black  hat 
with  a  monstrous  plume  of  ostrich  feathers,  out  of  the  midst 
of  whicli  rose  a  black  heron's  plume.  His  jNIajesty  seemed 
much  oppressed  with  the  weight  of  his  robes.  The  train 
was  of  enormous  length  and  breadth;  it  was  of  crimson 
velvet,  adorned  with  large  golden  stars  and  a  broad  golden 
border.  His  ^lajesty  frequently  wijied  his  face  while  he 
remained  seated.  In  descending  the  steps  of  the  platform 
he  seemed  very  feeble,  and  requested  the  aid  of  an  officer 
who  was  near  him.  Instead  of  standing  under  the  canopy, 
liis  jSIajesty,  perhaps  afraid  of  the  awkwardness  of  the 
QUEEN  CAROLINE.  barons,  preceded  it.     The  canopy  was,  therefore,  always  borne 

Consort  of  Ceoige  IV.  after  him.     When  he  had  got  a  little  way  down  the  Hall,  he 


196 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


J3}/  pcnnission  o/thc  Rotial  Aixkaolmjtcal  Iitetilctc, 
THE  ALB  ■USED   BY  QUEEN  VICTOKIA   AT    llEIi 


liinicil  to  his  train-hcanTs  ami  ri'ijiiestcd  tlx^iii 
to  licar  liis  train  i'arther  fVdiri  liiiii,  ajipareiitly 
with  a  \ii'\v  ti)  roloaso  liiiiisdi'  Ircim  tiie  wciglit." 

'I'lic  an'angcMiiPiits  lor  the  l)aiK[Hct  do  not 
a|i]icar  to  lia\e  iiccii  idtoircthcr  liajijiv.  Souii' 
two  tiioiisaiid  candles  had  been  employed  in  the 
liifhtiiiy;  of  tiie  Hall,  and  the  heat  from  these 
was  t  rfnii'iidous.  Xor  was  this  the  only  incoii- 
vciiiriici'.  ••  lor  ofi'asionally  large  pieces  of  iiicltod 
wax  loll  witlioiit  distinction  of  persons  U]ion  all 
within  rrach."  In  the  circumstances  it  is  only 
natural  that  great  havoc  was  played  with  the 
lurls  of  many  of  the  ladies,  whose  hair  "had 
lost  all  traces  of  the  frisem''s  skill  long  before 
tlie  ceremony  of  the  day  was  concluded."  There 
was  a  singular  lack  of  order  about  the  proceed- 
ings. After  the  King's  retiun  from  the  Abbey, 
and  while  he  was  divesting  himself  of  his  robes 
in  liis  private  a[iartment.  the  lailies  and  gentle- 
men iVom  the  galleries  promenaded  up  and 
down  between  the  tables  and  helped  themselves 
(o  the  dishes  so  bountifully  provided.  Further 
disorder  was  caused  by  the  action  of  some  of 
I  lie  ("ity  aldermen,  wiio  as  soon  as  they  entered 
tJM'  Hall  walked  over  to  one  of  the  tables. 
leaving  scM-ral  behind  who  ought  to  have  pre- 
cedcil  them.  The  mistake  was  corrected,  to 
the  amusement  of  the  otlier  guests,  because. 
says  the  veracious  writer  previously  quoted,  '"of 
the  well-known  attachiuent  of  the  worthy  alder- 
men to  the  enjoyment  of  the  table."  These 
premature  attacks  upon  the  viands  could  scarcelv 
have  served  to  appreciably  diminish  them,  for 
the  supply  was  on  the  most  lavish  scale.  The 
following  particulars  of  the  (juai[tities  fm-nished 
were  published  at  the  time: — 


COROX.VTION. 


KiO  dish 
100  hot  __ 
and  veal. 

160   dishes  of  vegetalil 
480  sauce  boats  :    240 


Hot    Dishes. 

1()0    tureens    of   soup:    80    of  turtle,    40    of 
rici'.   and   40  vermicelli, 
of  fish  :    comprising  80  of  turbot.  40  of  front.  -lO  of  saim.m. 
ints:  includin"-  80  of  venison.  40  of  roast   beef,  with  three  barons.  40  of  mutton 


including  potatoes,  peas,  and  cauliHowerj 
lobsters.    120  butter.    120  mint. 


t'OH>      Dl.sHES. 

80  dishes  of  braised  ham ;  80  savoiu-y  pies  ;  SO  dishes  of  daubed  geese,  two  in  each  ;  80 
dishes  of  savomy  cakes ;  80  pieces  of  beef,  braised  ;  80  dishes  of  capons,  braised,  two  in  each ; 
1,190  side  dishes  of  various  sorts;  320  dishes  of  mounted  pasti-y  ;  320  dishes  of  small  pastry; 
400  dishes  of  jellies  and  creams;  160  dishes  of  shell  fish,  80  of  lobster  and  80  of  cray-fish  ; 
160  dishes  of  cold  roast  fowls;    80  dishes  of  cold  house  lamb. 
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Total 


7.742  lbs. 
2.474  U.S.  (,f 
h(iuse  lilliil)  ; 
qiiiti'ters  of  gni 


(,!r.\NTiTii;s. 

i4';   7.100  Ills,  of  veal  ; 
20    (luaitcrs    of 


lllUttoll 

5  saddles  of  land)  ;  r>r> 
island);  Kit)  landi.s'  swoi't- 
hrcads;  389  cow  heels;  400  calves'  feet; 
2.50  lbs.  of  suet;  160  geese;  720  pullets 
and  caiions;  l.dlO  (■lii(4<ens  ;  520  fowls 
for  sto(4^;  1.7;;()  lli>.  of  bacon;  .550  lbs. 
of  lard;    912   lbs.   of  butler;    8.400  eggs. 

A  gargantuan  feast,  truly!  Needless 
to  sav.  the  crumbs  that  remained  after 
the  diners  had  satisfied  their  appetites 
were  very  substantial.  If  the  old  custom 
liad  been  followed  these  fragments  would 
have  been  left  for  the  crowd  to  scramble 
for  after  the  banquet,  but  in  this  instance 
they  were  handed  over  to  the  poor  of 
St.  Margaret's,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
disgraceful  sceiies  which  at  other  corona- 
tions had  succeeded  the  banquet.  The 
forethought  shown  in  this  respect,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  an  extensive 
appropriation  —  or  misaj)propriation  —  of 
substantial  objects.  What  followed  the 
retirement  of  the  King  is  thus  graphically 
described :  ''  For  a  few  seconds  delicacy, 
or  a  disinclination  to  be  the  first  ti> 
commence  the  scene  of  plunder,  sus- 
pended the  projected  attack,  but  at  last 
a  rude  hand  having  been  thrust  througli 
the  tir.st  ranks,  and  a  golden  fork  having 
been  seized,  this  operated  as  a  signal  to  all.  and  was  followed  by  a  general  snatch.  In  a 
short  time  all  the  small  portable  articles  were  transferred  to  the  pockets  of  the  multitude. 
The  Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  being  alarmed  by  the  confusion,  returned  to  the  Hall,  and  liy 
the  greatest  personal  exertion  succeeded  in  preventing  the  extension  of  the  sup]iosed  '  licensed 
plunder'  to  the  more  costly  parts  of  the  coronation  plate.  With  great  difficulty  all  the 
remaining  part  of  the  plate  was  r(^nioved  to  Cotton  Garden,  and  all  the  apprehensions  on 
this  score  having  subsided,  the  marauders  were  left  to  the  undisturbed  possession  of  their 
coronation  privileges  in  the  body  of  the  Hall,  and  thither  they  turned  their  attentions." 
The  scene  which  ensued  here  was  extraordinary.  '•  A  raging  thirst  was  the  first  want  to  be 
satisfied,  and  in  a  very  few  moments  every  bottle  on  the  board  was  emptied  of  its  contents. 
A  fresh  supply  was,  however,  soon  obtained  from  the  cellan-ts.  and  all  reasonable  calls  of  this 
sort  were  complied  with.  "While  some  were  thus  occupied,  others  still  pursued  the  work  of 
[)lunder.  Arms  were  everywhere  seen  stretched  forth  breaking  and  destroying  the  table  orna- 
ments, which  were  of  themselves  too  cumbrous  to  remove,  for  tlie  purpose  of  obtaining 
some  trophy  commemorati\e  of  the  occasion ;  thus  baskets,  flower-pots,  \-ases,  and  figm-es 
were  everywhere  disappearing,  and  those  were  followed  by  glasses,  knives  and  forks,  saltspoons. 
and,  finally,  the  plates  and  dishes.  These  last  were  of  j.ewter,  and  engraved  with  the  Royal 
arms  and  the  letters  'Geo.  IV.."  and  were,  therefore,  greatly  coveted.  The  dirtv  .state  of  these 
articles,    however,    added   to    the    inconsistency    of    their    appearance    with    full    Com!    dresses, 
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deterred  many  from  approjiriating  them  to  their  own 
use.  although  some,  laying  aside  all  delicacies  of  this 
sort,  dill  not  fail  to  take  out  their  handkerchiefs  and, 
amidst  their  folds,  to  conceal  their  much-prized 
spoils.'- 

WUvu  the  Hall  had  In-cn  th,>n)ugldy  looted, 
every  one  was  anxious  to  get  away  from  the  Palace, 
but  the  crowded  nature  of  the  streets  made  the 
bringing  up  of  the  carriages  a  slow  process.  Ex- 
hausted with  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  and  perhaps 
overcome  by  more  subtle  influences,  the  company 
threw  themselves  down  indiscriminately  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Palace — "  peers  and  peeresses,  judges  and  privy 
councillors,  knights  of  all  orders,  and  commoners  of 
all  degrees  lay  promiscuously,  some  on  sofas,  some 
on  chairs,  and  a  still  greater  number  on  the  matted 
floors  of  the  rooms  and  passages  in  which  they 
happened  to  ha\e  sought  refuge."  In  this  position 
"many  were  oxertaken  with  sleep,  and  scenes  wen- 
presented  extremely  at  variance  with  the  splendil 
and  dignified  spectacle  which  had  been  but  a  few 
hom-s  before  exhibited  in  the  presence  of  thf 
Sovereign."  Not  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morninL; 
had  all  the  guests  departed,  and  at  that  hour,  wi- 
are  told,  "several  of  the  ladies  were  so  completelv 
worn  out  that  it  became  necessary  to  carry  them 
to  their  carriages."  Even  then  the  difficulties  of  the 
Palace  officials  were  not  over.  The  populace,  kept  at 
a  distance  dm-ing  the  ceremony,  had  now  been  per- 
mitted to  surround  the  Palace,  and  were  clamouring 
menacingly  at  the  gates  for  admission.  Hurriedly 
the  coronation  plate — or  such  of  it  as  had  been  left 
by  the  fashionable  depredators — was  carried  to  a 
place  of  safety,  and  one  of  the  officials  was  sent  to 
temporise  with  the  mob.  Fortunately,  the  crowd  was  the  cope  ok  imperial  jiaxtle  worx  by  qceen 
amenable    to  reason.      It  remained  jiassive  wdnle  the  victoria  at  her  coronation. 

official  in  question  harangued  it,    and    the    arrival  of 

a  strong  force  of  military  shortly  afterwards  removed  all  further  cause  of  anxiety.  Thus- 
ended  the  last  and  most  costly  of  the  coronation  feasts  in  Westminster  Hall.  Keviewing  the 
scenes  and  incidents  of  the  day,  it  is  easy  to  understand  why,  when  William  IV.  came  to  the 
throne  a  few  years  later,  it  should  have  been  decided  to  abandon  this  portion  of  the  time- 
honoured  function.  Nor  does  it  appear  remarkable  that  when  Queen  Victoria  was  crowned 
in  1838  there  should  have  been  wanting  a  disposition  to  revise  the  decision  then  come  to. 
Nevertheless,  it  cannot  but  be  regretted  that  this,  perhaps  the  most  attractive  chapter  in 
the  history  of  the  grand  old  Hall,  should  not   have  been  completely  written. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

MEMORIES    OE    ST.    STEPHENS    (continued)— THE    XIXETEENTH    GEXTURY. 


Before  the  great  Parliament arv  era  of  tlie  eighteenth  eeiitLUT  had  passed  away,  with  its 
inspiring  traditions,  there  had  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  thi-  House  of  Commons,  in  tlie 
person  of  George  Canning,  a  new  and  promising  candidate  for  the  hiurels  of  fame.  Entering 
the  House  in  1793,  as  member  for  Xewtown,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  after  a  brilliant  career  at 
Eton  and  Oxford,  Canning  had  instantly  attracted  attention  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  talents. 
His  speeches  were  not  only  marked  by  a  great  charm  of  style  and  natural  eloquence,  but  were 
distinguished  by  an  argumentative  force  and  a  grasjj  of  facts  exceedingly  rare  in  one  so  young. 
A  literary  reputation  dating  back  to  his  Eton  days  helped  to  strengthen  the  fa\'our  with 
which  he  was  received.  With  uncommon  rapidity  for  a  novice  devoid  of  family  ties  and 
influence,    he    worked    his    way    to    the    \ery    front     rank    of    political    aspii-ants    of    liis    day. 

Hi-  owed  his  entry  into  Parliament  to  Pitt, 
and  his  rapid  rise  was  assisted  by  the 
enconragement  and  support  of  the  great 
statesman,  who  showed  a  flattering  confidence 
in  his  powers  by  selecting  him,  from  a 
number  of  formidable  competitors  and  rivals. 
i'or  dutii>s  callmg  for  the  display  of  excep- 
tional skill.  That  ^Minister's  retirement  in 
1801  put  a  temporary  check  upon  Canning's 
advancement.  There  now  came  into  power 
the  "Cabinet  of  ^lediocrities "  known  as 
the  Addington  ]Ministrv.  With  this  group 
of  res[iei-tal)le  nonentities,  the  clever  young 
pnHtieian  had  nothing  in  common.  Soon 
he  was  engaged  in  pouring  upon  it  the 
copious  streams  of  his  mordant  satire. 
Sheridan  took  a  hand  in  the  game,  and 
when  Pitt  himself  returned  to  Westminster 
to  strengthen  the  Opposition,  the  position 
of  Ministers  became  insujjjwrtable.  They 
resigned  in  1803,  and  Pitt,  impelled  by  the 
imperious  necessities  of  the  time,  was  called 
upon  to  form  a  Ministry.  He  attempted 
to  arrange  a  coalition,  of  which  (jrenville 
and  l''ox.  it  was  proposed,  should  be  lead- 
ing niemhers ;  liut  the  King's  ineradicable 
axersion  to  Fox  prevented  the  arrangement. 
In  the  end  a  new  Administration  was  brought 
together,  composed  of  most  of  the  members 
of  the  discredited  Government,  with  Pitt  as 
Prime  Minister.  Pitt's  death  on  January  23rd, 
180S),  put  a  period  to  its  existence,  but  not 
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before  it  bad  taken  tbe 
first  memorable  stej:) 
towards  tbe  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade.  Gren- 
ville  and  Fox  were  now 
associated,  with  the 
King's  reluctant  ac- 
quiescence, in  forming 
a  Government.  It  was  a 
combination  scarcely 
less  fortunate  than  the 
Addington  Administra- 
tion. With  the  fatal 
facility  which  then  ob- 
tained for  coininLj 
damaging  nickname?^, 
the  public,  in  allusion 
to  the  extremely  varied 
elements  which  went  to 
make  up  the  ruling 
body,  applied  to  it  the 
descrijition  "  The  Minis- 
try of  All  the  Talents." 
Weak  from  the  day  nf 
its  formation,  the 
Government  was  heavilv 
shaken  by  the  death  of 
P'ox  on  Sej)tember  lotli. 
1806,  and  when,  in  1807. 
it  introduced  a  bill  to 
relieve  Eoman  Catholic 
and  Dissenting  officers 
from  certain  disabilities, 
in  defiance  of  the  King's 
strongly  held  views  on 
Catholic  emancipation,  it 
courted  the  dismissal 
which  awaited  it  at  the 
Royal  hands. 

Now  came  Canning's 

opjiortunity.  ]\Iarked  out  for  high  office  by  talents  which  shone  with  a  greater  lustre  by  reason 
of  the  dead  level  of  commonplace  to  which  the  i^olitical  forces  of  the  time  had  been  reduced  by 
the  successive  removal  of  the  great  Parliamentary  gladiators  of  the  past  era,  he  stepped,  as  it 
were  by  right,  into  one  of  the  greatest  positions  in  the  new  Ministry  which  was  formed  imder 
the  Duke  of  Portland's  leadership  on  the  dismissal  of  Grenville  and  his  colleagues.  The  office 
entrusted  to  him  was  that  of  Foreign  Secretary,  a  position  of  great  honour  and  resj)onsibility 
at  all  times,  but  rendered  doubly  important  at  this  grave  juncture  in  the  affiiirs  of  the  nation, 
when  the  continental  outlook  was  black  with  the  clouds  of  a  coming  storm.  He  played  his  part 
as  the  exponent  of  the  Government's  foreign  polic}',  and  as  principal  defender  of  their  measures, 
with  a  zeal  and  an  ability  which  delighted  his  friends.  He  was,  in  the  words  of  one  of  his 
biographers,  "the  Ajax  of  the  political  host."  Indomitable,  resom-ceful,  and  indefatigable,  he 
stood  in  the  Parliamentary  arena   and    faced  the  fierce  attacks  which  were  directed  against  the 
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From  an  cagyaving  a/to'  the  picture  hii  .S;  /■  Josh  cj 
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The  third  duke,  and  a  prominent  statesman  who  twi 
Prime  Minister. 
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3  filled  the  office  of 


Acliiiiiiistiation.  The  test  of  his  power  was  the 
vigour  with  which  he  was  personally  assailed 
by  the  Opposition  writers.  .  The  Kev.  Sydney 
Smith,  in  his  "  Letters  of  Peter  Plymley," 
especially  singled  him  out  for  his  keen  shafts 
of  ridicule.  Thus  in  his  seventh  letter  the 
reverend  wit  says  of  him :  "  That  he  is  an 
extraordinary  writer  of  small  poetry,  and  a 
droll  wit  of  the  highest  lustre,  I  do  most 
readily  admit.  After  George  Selwyn,  and 
perhaps  Tickell,  there  has  been  no  such  man 
for  this  half-eentur}'.  The  F'oreign  Secretary 
is  a  gentleman,  a  respectable  as  well  as  a 
highly  agreeable  man  in  private  life ;  but 
you  may  as  well  feed  me  with  decayed 
jiotatoes  as  console  me  for  the  miseries  of 
Ireland  by  the  resources  of  his  se7ise  and  his 
discretion.  It  is  only  the  jaublic  situation 
which  this  gentleman  holds  which  entitles 
me,  or  induces  me,  to  say  so  much  about 
liim.  He  is  a  fly  in  amber ;  nobody  cares 
about  the  fly ;  the  only  question  is,  How  the 
devil  did  it  get  there  ?  Nor  do  I  attack  him 
from  the  love  of  glory,  but  from  the  love  of 
utility,  as  a  burgomaster  hunts  a  rat  in  a 
Dutch  dyke,  for  fear  it  should  flood  a 
province." 
Vituperation   only   seemed    to    enhance   the   reputation   of  the    statesman    against   whom  it 

was    directed.       Steadily    he   increased   his    hold   ujjon    the    House    and    the    country,    until    an 

unfortunate    incident   rudely  cut  short  his  iNIinisterial  career   for   a  time.     This  was  his  quarrel 

with   Castlereagh,  culminating    in    the  historic  duel  on 

Putney  Heath.      Canning's   part   in    the    affair  was  an 

entirely  honourable  one.     Castlereagh's  ground  of  offence 

against  him  was  that  he  had  acted  treacherously  towards 

him  by  promoting   an    intrigue    for   his  removal   from 

the  jjosition    of   War  Secretary  which    he   held  in   the 

Ministry;    but   there  was   no  real  justification   for    the 

charges  of  underhand    dealing.      What    happened    was 

that   Canning,  feeling   that    he  could    not    work    satis- 
factorily with  Castlereagh,  tendered    his  resignation  to 

the   head    of  the  Ministry,  and   only    withdrew    it    on 

the   understanding  that  the  latter    should  be   removed 

to    another    department   more    suited    to    his    talents. 

The    resjjonsibility    for     keeping    the     incident    from 

Castlereagh    rested    with    the    Duke    of    Portland    ami 

the   senior   members   of  the    Cabinet.     They   acted   in 

common   in    the  matter,    and    theirs    was  the  duty  of 

conveying  to  the  War  Secretary  the  decision  come  to. 

Pi'obably    they    would    have    done     so    had    not    some 

mischief-maker   divulged    the   transaction,  representing  From  a  print  inMhiiaUnisos. 

Canning   in    an   unfavourable    light.      A   few  words  of  canning. 

explanation  would  easily   have   smoothed   matters;   but  The  eminent  statesman  as  i 


From  the  painting  by  J.  Lonsdale  in  the  Natioaal  Portrait  Gallery, 

LORD    BROUGHAM, 
The  celebrated  stat-esman  and  jurist,  who  was  a  leading  figure  in  the  public  life  of  the  early  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
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THE  EEV.    SYDNEY  SMITH, 
Wit  and  political  writer  ;  a  keen  opponent  of  Canning  ami  liis  policy. 

satisfied     after     receiving     satisfaction     than 
before." 

As  a  consequence  of  this  unbapp}'  occur- 
rence, both  Canning  and  Castlereagb  retired 
from  office,  and  very  shortly  afterwards  the 
Ministry  completely  broke  up.  The  new 
Government,  of  which  Perceval  was  the  head, 
was  remarkable  chiefly  for  the  inclusion  within 
its  ranks  of  two  young  men  destined  to  win 
renown  upon  the  Parliamentary  stage.  These 
were  Lord  Palmerston,  who  in  his  twenty- 
fifth  year  became  Secretary  for  War,  and 
Robert  Peel,  who  at  twenty-three  was  called 
upon  to  fill  the  position  of  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies.  For  seven  years  Canning 
remained  in  the  cold  shades  of  Opposition. 
When  he  again  took  his  seat  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  it  was  at  the  call  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  in  1816,  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control.  He  had 
been  reconciled  to  Castlereagb  some  time 
previously,  and  had  subjected  himself  to  much 
criticism  by  accepting  at  his  hands  the  post 
of  Ambassador  to  Portugal,  with  an  extravagant 
allowance.     These    attacks   were   revived    now 


when  Castleieagh,  with  cliaracterisiic 
impetuosity,  addressed  an  indignant  letter 
charging  him  with  duplicity  and  demand- 
ing satisfaction.  Canning,  in  accordance 
with  the  code  of  honour  oi'  the  time, 
felt  that  he  had  no  alteriiativi-  but  td 
accept  the  challenge  whicli  was  given. 
The  meeting  took  place  in  early  morning 
on  September  ^Ist,  1809,  the  Earl  of 
Yarmouth  acting  as  Castlereagh's  second, 
and  Mr.  Ellis  supporting  Canning.  Taking 
their  ground,  the  antagonists  fired  and 
missed,  and  no  explanation  being  given, 
they  fired  a  second  time,  with  the  result 
that  Canning  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh.  Yet  a  further  shot  would  liave 
been  delivered  had  not  the  seconds, 
seeing  the  blood  flowing  from  Canning's 
wound,  intervened.  The  jjarties  separ- 
ated with  their  animosity  little,  if  at 
all.  allayed — on  Castlereagh's  part,  at 
all  events.  This  circumstance  was  ac- 
counted for  by  Sheridan  in  his  own 
delightful  fashion.  "  Castlereagb,"  he 
observed,  "is  an  Irishman  even  in  his 
quarrels,    for    he    was    not   a    whit    more 


■•  A   BOX   OF   USEFUL   KNOWLEDGE." 
A  caricature  genially  satirising  Brougham's  many-sidetl  qualitif 
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THE   EIGHT   HOX.   GEOEGE  CANNING. 
A  mature  portrait  of  the  famous  statesman  and  orator,  whose  administration  of  foreign  affairs  constitutes  a  memorable  epoch  in  political  history. 
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tliat  Canning  had  yet  more  (lircL-tly  subonliiiated  liiinsclf  to  liis  old  enemy.  His  reputation 
was  certainly  not  enhanced  by  association  with  the  blundering  of  the  Liverpool  Cabinet;  and 
when  Queen  Caroline,  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  the  Government,  returned  to  England  from 
Italy  in  1820  to  face  her  accusers,  and  the  preliminary  steps  for  lier  trial  were  taken,  he 
availed  himself  of  the  opjiortunity  of  retirement.  His  withdrawal  from  active  official  work  was 
not  of  long  duration.  In  January,  1822,  when  about  to  start  for  India  to  take  up  the  Governor- 
Generalship — a  position  many  years  later  to  be  filled  under  memorable  circumstances  by  his 
son — he  was  called  upon,  by  the  suicide  of  his  old  antagonist  Castlereagh  (then  Marquis  of 
Londonderry),  to  take  over  the  Foreign  Secretaryship).  Almost  at  once  he  was  plunged  into 
the  vortex  of  a  fierce  party  strife  over  the  question  of  Catholic  emancipation.  A  bill  brought 
in  to  relieve  Eoman  Catholic  jjeers  from  their  disability  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords 
found  in  him  an  eloquent  supporter,  and  it  was  carried  by  small  majorities  through  the  House 
of  Commons,  only,  however,  to  be  rejected  by  the  Peers.  It  was  considered  by  the  friends  of 
the  Catholic  party  that  Canning  had  not  displayed  that  ardour  on  their  behalf  which,  from  his 
previously  expressed  opinions  on  the  subject,  they  bad  a  right  to  expect.  As  an  outcome  of 
this  feeling  a  debate  was  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  17th,  1823,  and  the  j\Iinister 
was  violently  attacked.  Then  ensued  one  of  those  memorable  "  scenes  "  which  are  picturesque 
landmarks  in  Parliament's  history.     It  came  about  in  this  fiishion. 

Brougham  made  a  virulent  speech,  in  the  course  of  which,  amid  other  flowers  of  rhetoric, 
he  spoke  of  Canning  as  liaving  '•  exhibited  a  most  incredible  specimen  of  the  most  mon- 
strous truckling,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  office,  that 
the  whole  history  of  political 
tergiversation  could  furnish." 
Stung  to  the  quick  by  this 
accusation  of  ignoble  trimming 
— an  accusation  which  was 
the  more  unbearable  because 
it  was  so  entirely  unjust — 
Canning,  in  a  white  heat  of 
anger,  jumped  to  his  feet  and 
exclaimed,  "  That  is  false." 
The  direct  lie,  given  in  any 
quarter  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  is  a  startling  thing  ; 
but  when  it  comes  from  one 
of  the  highest  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  it  is  a  gi-ave 
breach  of  decorum  indeed.  A 
deep  hush  fell  upon  the 
House.  At  length  the  Speaker, 
slowly  rising,  said  in  a  low 
tone  he  hoped  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  would 
retract  the  expression  he  had 
used.  Such  language,  he  said, 
was  a  complete  violation  of 
the  customs  and  orders  of  the 
House,  and  he  regi-etted  that, 
even  in  haste,  it  should  have 

J-'ioui  the  painting  b>/ sir  nomas  lawrcnccin  the  National  Portrait  Gallery.  in-  A 
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the  decencies  of  debate,  but  said  that  no  consideration  on  earth  should  induce  him  to  retract  the 
sentiment.  A  prolonged  and  animated  discussion  ensued,  leading  to  a  motion  that  both  Canning 
and  Brougham  should  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant -at- Arms.  Brougham  strongly 
opposed  this,  maintaining  that  he  had  committed  no  oSence,  and  that  to  take  such  a  step  as 
that  proposed  would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  principles  of  justice.  He  found  supporters 
for  his  view  in  various  parts  of  the  House,  and  Canning  also  had  his  champions.  At  length 
a  happy  way  out  of  the  impasse  was  found  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion,  and  by  mutual 
explanations  and  a  promise  on  the  part  of  both  statesmen  "to  think  no  more  of  it." 

It  is  pleasant  to  turn  from  this  undignified  squabble,  which  reflected  so  little  credit  on  either 
of  the  princij)al  parties  to  it,  to  an  eijisode  some  three  years  later  in  which  Canning  displayed 
all  his  finest  qualities  as  a  statesman  and  an  orator.  The  occasion  was  a  debate  on  the 
threatened  aggression  of  Spain  upon  Portugal.  In  his  capacity  of  Foreign  Secretary  Canning 
was  called  upon  to  elucidate  the  Ministerial  ]jolicy.  He  did  so  in  a  speech  which  lives  amongst 
the  masterpieces  of  Parliamentary  oratory.  Time  has  divested  the  subject-matter  of  this 
splendid  pronouncement  of  much  of  its  interest  for  modern  readers,  but  its  singular  grace  of 
style,  nobility  of  sentiment,  and  clearness  of  thought  and  expression  give  it  still  a  charm  for 
all  who  appreciate  eloquence.  One  passage  in  the  speech  has  become  classic.  It  is  that  in 
which  Canning,  with  the  far-sightedness  which  was  the  chief  characteristic  of  his  direction  of 
foreign  policy,  anticipated  the  rise  of  the  new  great  Power  in  the  West.  "  If  France,"  he 
said,  "occupied  Spain,  was  it  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  the  consequences  of  that  occupation, 
that  we  should  blockade  Cadiz  ?  No.  I  looked  another  way  ;  I  sought  materials  of  compen- 
sation in  another  hemisphere.  Contemplating  Spain,  such  as  our  ancestors  had  known  her,  I 
resolved  that  if  France  had  Spain,  it  should  not  be  'Spain  with  the  Indies.'  I  called  the 
New  World  into  existence  to  redress  the  balance  of  the  Old." 
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A  tremendous    impression  was  made 
liy     tliis     speeeli,     and     the     efifect    was 
heightened  by  an  equally  powerful  second 
speech  which  Canning  delivered  the  same 
evening    in     reply     to     some     criticisms 
which  were  passed  upon   the  Government 
policy.     One  ^  who  was  present  describes 
the  sensations   which   were   j)roduced    by 
this  remarkable  display  of  oratory.     "  It 
was  an  ejwcli,"  he  says,  "in  a  man's  life 
to  have    heard  him.  .  .  .  Heavens !      He 
surpassed     even     himself.       The     chaste 
elegance,     the    graceful    simplicity,     the 
harmonious  tones  of  his  opening  speech, 
and   the    sublime    energy   of    his    reply, 
will   haunt   me   to   my   grave.      What   a 
liurst    of    feeling   when  he  spoke  of  the 
Portuguese  Charter  !     I  shall  never  forget 
the    deep    earnestness    of    his    tone    and 
the   blaze  of  glory  that   seemed  to  light 
up  his  featm-es.      He  was  equally  gi-and 
wiien    in    his   reply  he   said:    'I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  that  Spain  of  which 
our  ancestors  were  so  justly  jealous,  that 
Sjiain  upon  whose   territories   it    proudly 
boasted   that   the    sun   never   set.'      But 
when,     in     the    style     and     manner     of 
Chatham,  he    said :    '  I    looked   to    Spain 
with  the  Indies,  I  called  a  New  World  into 
existence    to   redress   the    balance  of  the 
Old,'  the    effect  was  actual!}'  terrific.     It 
was   as  if  every  man  in  the  House    had 
been     electrified.      Tierney,    who    before 
that  was  shifting  in  his  seat,  and  taking 
off    his    hat    and    putting    it    on   again, 
taking  large  and  frequent  pinches  of  snuff,  and  turniug  from  side   to    side   till,   I    suppose,  he 
wore    his    breeches    through,    seemed  petritied,    and  sat  fixed   and    staring  with  his  mouth  wide 
open  for  half  a  minute.     Mr.  Canning  seemed  actually  to  have  increased  in  stature,  his  attitude 
was  so  majestic.     I  remarked  his  flourishes  were  made  with  the  left  arm.     The  effect  was  new 
and  beautiful ;  his  chest  heaved  and  expanded,  his  nostril  dilated,  a  noble  pride  slightly  curled 
his  lip,  and  age  and  sickness  were   dissolved   and    forgotten  in   the  ardour  of  youthful   genius. 
All  the  while  serenity  sat  on  his  brow,  that  pointed  to  deeds  of  glory."     JNlaking  every  allowance 
for   the    natural    extravagance    of   an   ardent    admirer    of   the    statesman,  this  vivid  description 
clearly  shows  that  the  oratory  had  an  extraordinary  effect  on  those  who  heard   it.      As   much, 
indeed,  is  proved  by  the  more  prosaic  records  of  Hansard,  which  show  that  l^rougbam,  none  too 
friendly  a  critic,  spoke   of  Canning   having   disjilayed    ''a   degree   of  fervour   unprecedented    in 
effect,  even  beyond  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  former  most  eloquent  orations." 

Canning's  position  in  the  House  now  became  one  of  commanding  influence,  and  when  in 
April,  1827,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  resigned,  it  was  the  most  natural  thing  for  the  King  to  send 
for  him  to  form  a  Government.  Though  Wellington,  Peel,  and  Eldon  refused  to  join  him,  he 
was    able    to   get    together    a   fairly    strong    combination,  in  which   Lord    Palmerston  figured  as 

'  ■'  Diary  of  an  M.P." 


;  edgracin:;  n/lu-  the xriclvii  I,,,  F.  C,-i':.-l:shanJ;. 

VISCOUNT   PALMERSTON. 
I  statesman,  noted  for  his  firm  and  lesolute  fore 


1  policy. 


an  cignu-iiig  a/Ur  the  portnut  h)  iiir  Tlwuas  Laicnncc,  I'.K.A. 

SIR  EOBEKT   PEEL. 

An  early  portrait  of  the  distinguished  statesman  who,  during  an  active  political  career  of  forty  years,  was  closely  associated  with  the  passing  of 

several  great  measures,  notably  the  Bill  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws. 
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Foreign  Secretary.  But  he  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy 
his  triumph.  Seized  with  illness  in  the  middle  of 
Julv,  he  retired  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  villa 
at  "Chiswiek  to  recuperate,  and  expired  there  on 
Aucnist  6th  in  the  same  room  in  which  Fox  had 
breathed  his  last.  He  fomid  a  last  resting-place  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  at  the  foot  of  the  grave  of  Pitt, 
to  whom  he  owed  so  much  in  life. 

Amongst   the  great  orators  whom  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel  knew,  there  are  few  who  take  a  higher  place 
than  Canning.     Endowed  witli  a  fine  presence,  great 
intellectual    attainments,    and    a    voice   whose    melli- 
fluous   tones   needed    only    to   be    heard    to    charm. 
],e     dominated    the     popular     assembly    with     rare 
power.      When    at    his    best,    none    of   his    contem 
poraries  could   approach  him  in  eloquence   and    easy 
flow  of  language.      The  sentences  welled  forth  m  a 
bright,  sparkling  stream,  arresting  attention  by  their 
purity    and  fascinating  beauty.     He  was  gifted  with 
a  pleasing  wit.  which  he  exercised  with  telling  effect 
when  the  occasion  called   for  the  light  treatment  of 
a  subject.     A  more  attractive   personality  altogether 
never  appeared  in  English  public  life. 


LORD  ELDON, 
The  well-known  Lord  Chancellor,  in  his  coronation  robes  and  attended  by  hUi«g' 


cportrait  hy  Sir  Tliotims  Laurence,  PJi.A. 
THE  DUKE  OP  WELLISGTOX, 
o  successive  occasions-in  1S28  and  again  in  1S34- 
fllled  the  office  of  Premier. 


This  survey  of  the 
period    during   which 
Canning    swayed   the 
House    of    Commons 
would  not  be  adequate 
without  some  further 
reference     to    Broug- 
ham, his  great  political 
rival   and   antagonist. 
Like  Canning.  Broug 
ham    entered    Parlia- 
ment  through  aristo- 
cratie  patronage. 
His    sponsor   was  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who, 
struck  with  his  talents, 
offered  him  a  seat  for 
his  borough  of  Camel- 
ford.       Entering    the 
House     of    Commons 
in  the  year  1810,  the 
young  politician,  after 
a      somewhat     disap- 
pointing first  appear- 
ance, pushed  his  way 
to    the   front   by   the 
force  of  a  vigorous  in- 
tellect operating  under 
conditions    favourable 
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to  the  display  of  ability.  Industry  and 
jierseverance  then,  as  subsequently,  were 
the  distinguishing  traits  of  his  character. 
Scarcely  a  night  passed  without  his  making 
a  contribution  to  the  debate.  Sometimes 
he  missed  his  mark,  as  the  ever  inde- 
fatigable orator  is  likely  to  do  ;  but  he 
more  often  succeeded  in  winning  that 
kind  of  fame  which  is  the  meed  of 
the  Parliamentarian  who  can  without 
preparation  intervene  effectively  in  the 
ordinary  discussions  of  the  House.  In 
this  way  stamping  his  individuality  upon 
the  popular  chamber,  he  came  in  a  few 
years  to  be  regarded  as  a  man  to  whom 
great  things  were  possible. 

Brougham  found  his  great  oppor- 
tunity in  the  troubles  of  Queen  Caroline. 
That  flightiest  and  indiscreetest  of  Prin- 
cesses early  enlisted  the  services  of  the 
brilliant  young  lawyer-jiolitician  as  her 
attorney-genei'al,  and  in  this  capacity 
he  was  called  ujjon  to  undertake  her 
defence  when,  on  her  return  to  England 
in  1820,  on  the  accession  of  George  IV.. 
she  was  confronted  with  the  gravest  of 
accusations  that  can  be  brought  against 
a  wife.  Brougham  threw  himself  with 
characteristic  ardour  and  energy  into  the 
defence.  With  remarkable  ability  he  championed  the  Queen's  interests  in  the  exciting  dis- 
cussions which  accompanied  her  appearance  in  London,  and  when,  after  abortive  attempts  to 
patch  up  some  understanding,  Lord  Liverpool's  Government  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords 
the  famous  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  depriving  the  Queen  of  her  Koyal  state  and  annulling 
her  marriage,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  chief  advocate  with  the  determination  to  make  the 
most  of  the  opportunities  which  the  case  afforded  for  forensic  display. 

At  this  time  of  day  it  is  difficult  to  realise  the  tremendous  excitement  which  the  proceedings 
against  the  unfortunate  Queen  aroused  throughout  the  country.  The  City  exuberantly  esj)oused 
her  cause,  as  did  many  poyjular  bodies  throughout  the  countiy.  "\'ast,  cheering  crowds  attended 
her  public  appearances,  and  the  streets  about  her  residence  were  choked  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  twenty-four  hours  by  her  sujiporters.  So  menacing  was  the  aspect  of  affairs  as 
the  day  of  the  opening  of  the  trial  approached,  that  troops  fi-om  all  parts  of  the  country  were 
drafted  to  the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity.  At  the  Houses  of  Parliament  extraordinary  precautions 
were  taken  against  a  popular  outbreak.  A  gunboat  was  moored  in  the  river  opposite  to  the 
House  in  the  Cotton  Green,  in  which  the  witnesses  in  the  trial  were  lodged,  and  detachments 
of  soldiers  were  posted  in  rooms  and  lobbies  around  the  Peers'  chamber.  The  Queen's 
passage  through  the  streets  from  St.  James's  Square,  where  she  was  temporarily  residing,  to  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  was  a  triumphal  progress.  The  popular  fervour  approached  delirium. 
At  imminent  risk  of  their  lives,  women  and  children  clung  to  the  wheels  of  her  carriage.  The 
air  was  rent  with  shouts  of  mingled  indignation  and  encouragement.  On  all  hands  there  were 
demonstrations  of  sympathy  and  respect.  Arriving  at  the  House  of  Lords  the  Queen,  with  erect 
mien  and  radiant  countenance,  was  handed  from  her  carriage  by  the  Usher  of  Black  Eod,  Sir 
Thomas  Tyrrwhytt.     '-Well,  Sir  Thomas,"  she  said  lightly,  "here  I  am  again,  and  here  I  shall 


WILLIAM  WILBEEFOECE, 

Philiinthropist  and  politician,  who  toolc  a  leading  part  in  the  movement  for  the 
abolition  of  slaverj. 
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remain  until  the  day  of  ju.'hjmeiil."  In  the 
Peers'  chamber  itself  she  was  received  with 
every  mark  of  respect.  The  Peers  all  rose  on 
her  entrance,  and  remained  standing  until 
she  had  taken  her  seat  on  the  chair  of  statt'. 
But  that  the  feeling  against  her  was  very 
strong  was  shown  early  in  the  proceedings 
by  the  vote  given  upon  a  motion  by  the 
Duke  of  Leinster  for  the  rescinding  of  the 
order  for  the  second  reading.  For  this  motion 
only  41  peers  ventured  to  vote,  while  there 
were  no  fewer  than  206  against  it.  Several 
days  were  occupied  in  hearing  the  opening 
statement  for  the  prosecution  and  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses — chiefly  Italian 
servants  employed  by  the  Queen  during  her 
stay  in  Italy.  One  dramatic  incident  marked 
these  earlier  ^proceedings.  When  Theodore 
Majocchi,  on  whose  testimony  the  King's 
counsel  chiefly  relied  to  establish  the  Queen's 
guilt,  stepped  into  the  witness  box,  her 
Majesty  cast  on  him  a  look  of  strong 
reproach,  and  muttering  a  poignant  cry, 
darted  out  of  the  chamber ;  for  the  most 
part,  however,  the  trial  took  a  normal  course. 
In  opening  the  Queen's    case  Brougham 


LOUD   EESKIXE, 
Who  was  Lord  Ch.-incellor  in  "The  Ministry  of  All  the  T:iloLt3, 


yl  1  1  N    CAI.OLINE. 
From  a  portrait  taken  about  the  time  of  her  trial. 

made  a  great  speech,  which  lasted  two  days. 
It  Wfis  a  masterly  analysis  of  the  whole  of 
the  evidence,  with  a  presentation  of  the 
(Queen's  case  which  wanted  nothing  in  elo- 
(juence,  argumentative  force,  or  thoroughness. 
The  impi'ession  it  made  on  the  Peers  was 
\ery  great,  and  in  the  country  it  helped  to 
elevate  the  Queen  to  a  yet  higher  jtedestal 
of  popularity.  The  end  of  the  protracted 
business  did  not  come  until  November.  On 
the  6th  of  that  month  a  division  was  taken 
on  the  question  of  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  with  the  result  that  a  majority  of 
twenty-eight  only  was  registered  in  its  favour. 
On  the  third  reading,  which  was  called  on 
Xovt-nibfr  lOth,  this  majority  was  fm-tlier 
reduced  to  nine.  Deeming  that  discretion 
was  the  better  part  of  valour.  Lord  Liver[)0ol 
immediately  announced  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  abandon  the  measure.  This 
declaration  elicited  from  the  venerable  Lord 
Erskine  an  affecting  S])eech,  in  which  he 
spoke  of  his  strength  being  "renovated  and 
repaired "  by  the  end  of  that  '•  horrid 
and    portentous    excrescence    of  a  new    law, 
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reti-ospective,  iniquitous,  and    ojipressive."     This    feeling    was    re-echoed    in    the   country,    where 
the  most  unrestrained  rejoicings  were  indulged  in  at  the  i)ractical  acquittal  of  the  Queen. 

As  a  result  of  the  trial,  Brougham's  position  in  Parliament  and  in  the  country  was 
enormously  strengthened.  When  Canning  became  Premier,  he  showed  his  appreciation  of  his 
old  rival's  talents  by  offering  him  the  post  of  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  Brougham, 
however,  was  not  at  all  anxious  to  exchange  his  political  position  even  for  so  exalted  an  office. 
He  declined  the  offei-,  m-ging  as  a  reason  that  it  would  pi-event  his  sitting  in  Parliament, 
"  True,"  observed  Canning,  "  but  you  will  then  be  only  one  stage  from  the  Woolsack."  "  Yes," 
replied  Brougham,  "  but  the  horses  will  be  off."  In  the  House  of  Commons  Brougham 
remained  for  a  good  many  years  longer,  rising  steadily  higher  in  popular  estimation.  His 
talent  for  oratory  found  several  notable  occasions  for  dis^ilay  during  this  period.  Amongst  his 
most  remarkable  efforts  was  a  speech  delivered  on  law  reform  in  February,  1828.  For  six 
hours  the  orator  held  the  attention  of  the  House  while  he  pom-ed  forth  a  mass  of  erudition 
clothed  in  the  most  felicitous  language.  It  was  said  afterwards  by  a  writer  in  the  Quarterly 
Revieiv  that,  "  directly  or  indirectly,  it  has  probably  led  to  a  greater  number  of  important  and 
beneficial  results  than  any  other  speech,  ancient  or  modern."  But  if  Lord  Brougham  could  be 
serious  and  statesmanlike,  he  could  also  on  occasion  play  the  part  of  the  swashbuckler. 
We  have  already  seen  how  he  demeaned  himself  in  the  episode  with  Caiming.  A  some- 
what similar  incident  occurred  in  1830,  when  on  very  small  provocation  Brougham  in  the 
savagest  manner  attacked  the  Wellington  ^Ministry.  Concluding  a  long  tirade,  he  stretched 
out    his    long    thin    arm    and,    pointing    in    the    direction    of    the    Treasury   Bench,    said :    '•  I 

accuse    you,    I    accuse    his    flatterers — those    mean,    fawning   parasites "      Here    Sir    Eobert 

Peel    rose    and    demanded    to  ,  know    if   Brougham    included    him    in    the    category    of    "  those 
fawning  parasites."     Brougham,  thus  challenged,  made  a  grudging  apology,  and  so  the  incident 

terminated. 

Despite  his  faults  of  temper,  Brougham 
was  immensely  popular,  and  had  a  hold 
on  the  country  the  like  of  which  was 
possessed  by  none  of  his  contemporaries 
save  Canning.  It  was  to  this  fact,  quite 
as  much  as  to  his  great  legal  abilities, 
that  he  owed  his  elevation  to  the  Lord 
Chancellorship.  Brougham  himself  tells 
the  story  in  his  "Life  and  Times."  He 
mentions  that  he  was  offered  the 
Attorney-Generalship,  and  that  he  refused 
the  post,  expressing  a  willingness  to 
take  the  Mastership  of  the  Roll.<.  which 
then  could  conjointly  be  held  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  To  this  both  the 
King  and  the  Ministers  objected.  The 
King,  however,  asked  if  the  Great  Seal 
had  been  offered  to  him,  and  on  Lord 
(irey  (the  Premier)  reph'ing  that  it  had 
not,  because  he  anticipated  an  objection 
from  his  Majesty,  the  King  intimated 
that  there  was  no  one  he  would  rather 
have  for  his  Chancellor.  Thereupon  the 
offer  of  the  Woolsack  was  made  and 
accepted.  Brougham  says  that  the  King 
once  or  twice  afterwards  "alluded  to  this 
wlien    in  jiarticularly  good    humour,   and 


,  Ihcpaiiillngh!/  Sir  Thu. 


ninent  Whig  statesniai 


EAIiL   GBKY, 
,  who,  :is  rreniier,  introduced  the  first  Refor; 
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.>ri;i;y  cauomnk 


Amid  the  acclaniatio 


I I   -1:    'ir    LdKDS    AFTER    HER    TllIAI., 

of  crowds  of  admirers. 


called  me  his  Chancellor  as  named  by  himself,  and  not  by  my  colleagues."  "In  fact,"  adds 
Brougham,  "I  more  than  susjiect  that  the  Tories,  on  going  out,  warned  him  not  to  leave  me 
in  the  Commons,  member  for  Yorkshire,  chief  of  the  Popular  party,  and  irremovable  Master 
of  the  EoUs." 

The  final  years  of  this  story  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  will  ever  be  memorable  for  the 
stormy  debates  and  incidents  which  took  place  there  on  the  question  of  Reform.  At  the 
time  the  pojiular  excitement  rose  to  fever  heat.  The  whole  country  hung  on  the  words 
spoken  at  Westminster.  It  was  universally  felt  that  upon  the  issue  of  the  gi-eat  crisis  depended 
the  prosperity,  and  not  improbably  also  the  peace,  of  the  country.  There  is  no  call  here  to 
trace  in  detail  the  history  of  the  great  movement  which  culminated  in  the  peaceful  revolution 
of  1832.  But  as  final  reminiscences  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  we  may  apjiropr lately  refer  to 
some  of  the  more  striking  episodes  which  marked  the  Parliamentary  debates  on  the  subject. 

The  passing  of  the  second  reading  of  the  first  bill  on  March  21st,  1831,  was  one  of  the 
great  landmarks  in  the  struggle.  Macaulay's  pen  has  left  us  a  picture  of  the  House  on  the 
eventful  evening  which  ranks  amongst  the  most  vivid  descriptions  we  have  of  historic  events 
in  Parliament.  "  Such  a  scene  as  the  division  of  last  Tuesday,"  says  the  historian,  in  a 
letter  to  his  friend  Ellis  on  March  30th,  "I  never  saw,  and  never  expect  to  see  again.  If 
I  should  live  tiftv  years,  the  impression  will  be  as  fresh  and  sharji  in  my  mind  as  if  it  had 
just  taken  jilace.  It  was  like  seeing  Caesar  stabbed  in  the  Senate  House,  or  seeing  Oliver 
taking  the  mace  from  the  table;  a  sight  to  be  seen  only  once  and  never  to  be  forgotten. 
The  crowd  overflowed  the  House  in  e\'ery  part.  When  the  sti'angers  were  cleared  out 
and    the    doors  were    locked,  we    had  608  members    present — more    by  fifty-five  than  ever  were 
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'■THE   HOUSE   WOT   KEEPS   BAD   HOUllS. 
D'Xlkatal  u-itk  all  due  respect  to  Sir  Charles  Weatlterali. 
A  caricature  by  Doyle  illustrative  of  aa  inveterate  bad  habit  of  tlie  Hous. 
occasion  upon  which  a  sitting  lasted  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  se' 
morning. 


in  a  division  liefore. 
The  ayes  and  the  noes 
were  like  two  volleys 
of  cannon  from  opposite 
sides  of  a  field  of  battle. 
When  the  Opposition 
went  out  into  the  Lobby, 
an  ojiriatiiin  which  took 
up  twenty  minutes  or 
more,  we  spread  our- 
selves over  the  benches 
on  both  .sides  of  the 
House;  for  there  were 
many  of  us  who  were 
not  able  to  tind  a  seat 
durin<r  the  evening. 

"  When  the  doors 
were  shut,  we  began  to 
speculate  on  our  numbers. 
Everybody  was  despond- 
ing. 'We  have  lost  it. 
We  are  only  280  at  most. 
I  do  not  think  we  are 
:250.  They  are  300. 
Alderman  Tliomjison  has 
counted  them.  He  says 
they  are  299.' 
was  the  talk 
benches.  ...  I 
hope,  however, 
As     the     tellers 


and  commemorating  an 
;n  o'clock  the  following 


This 
on  our 
had  no 
of  300. 
passed 
along  our  lowest  row  on 
the  left-hand  side  the 
interest  was  insupportable 
■ — 291,  292 — we  were  all  standing  up  and  stretching  forward,  telling  with  the  tellers.  At  300 
there  was  a  short  cry  of  joy,  at  302  another,  supjiressed,  however,  in  a  moment,  for  we 
(lid  not  know  what  the  hostile  force  might  be.  We  knew,  however,  that  we  could  not  be 
severely  beaten. 

"The  doors  were  thrown  open,  and  in  they  came.  Each  as  he  entered  brought  some 
different  report  of  their  numbers.  .  .  .  We  were  all  breathless  when  Charles  Wood,  who 
stood  near  the  door,  jumped  on  a  bench  and  cried  out,  'They  are  only  301.'  We  set  up  a 
shout  that  you  might  have  heard  to  Charing  Cross,  waving  our  hats,  stamping  on  the  floor, 
and  clapjjing  our  hands.  The  tellers  scarcely  got  through  the  crowd,  for  the  House  was 
thronged  up  to  the  table,  and  all  the  floor  was  fluctuating  with  heads  like  the  pit  of  a 
theatre.  But  you  might  have  heard  a  pin  drop  as  Duncannon  read  the  numbers.  Then 
again  the  shouts  broke  out,  and  many  of  us  shed  tears.  I  could  scarcely  refrain.  And  the 
jaw  (}f  Peel  fell;  and  the  face  of  Twiss  was  as  the  face  of  a  damned  soul;  and  Herries  looked 
like  .Judas  taking  his  necktie  off  for  the  last  operation.  We  shook  hands  and  clapped  each 
other  on  the  back,  and  went  out  laughing,  crying,  and  huzzaing  into  the  Lobby.  And  no 
sooner  were  the  doors  opened  than  another  shout  answered  that  within  the  House.  All  the 
passages  and  stairs  into  the  waiting-rooms  were  thronged  by  people  who  had  waited  till  four 
o'clock    in  the  morning    to  know  the  issue.      We  passed    through    a   narrow   lane    between    two 


/^.■o.,i  «  ,l,;,„-ing  l,,i  A,  D.  ileCornuck. 

THE  CARRYING   OP  THE   SECOND   READING   OP   THE   PIRST   REFORM    BILL   IN   THE   HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
By  p.  m  -^ .  .  ity  of  one  in  a  House  of  COS  members,  the  measure  passed  its  second  reading  on  March  21st,  1S31,  amid  a  scene  of  intense  excitement. 
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"BRIXGING  UP  OUR  BILL. 


A  contemporary  caricature  by  a  well-known  hand  representing  Lord  Althorp,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Eail Grey's  Administration, 
handing  over  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Brougham)  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  second  Reform  Bill.  Most  of  the  leading  membei-s  of  the 
Refonn  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  are  represented  in  the  picture. 


thick  masses  of  them  ;  and  all  the  way  down  they  were  shouting  and  waving  their  hats,  till 
we  got  into  the  open  air.  I  called  a  caliriolet,  and  the  first  thing  the  driver  asked  was,  'Is 
the  bill  carried?'  -Yes,  by  one.'  'Thank  God  for  it,  sir!'  And  away  I  rode  to  Gray's  Inn. 
And  so  ended  a  scene  wliich  will  probably  never  be  equalled  till  the  reformed  Parliament 
wants  reform." 

The  defeat  of  the  iNlinistry  on  A^jril  18th  on  an  important  amendment  in  Committee,  the 
abandonment  of  the  Bill,  and  the  infliction  of  a  second  defeat  four  days  later  on  a  question 
of  adjournment,  led  up  to  a  demand  for  a  dissolution,  only  reluctantly  conceded  by  the  King. 
It  was  under  extraordinary  circumstances  that  the  final  act  was  taken.  "The  scenes  which 
occurred  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,"  says  Earl  Russell,  "  so  far  as  I  was  a  witness 
to  them,  were  singular  and  unprecedented.  Before  the  King  arrived  the  House  of  Commons 
was  assembled,  and  Sir  Eobert  Peel  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose  at  the  same  time  to  address 
the  House.  Lord  Althorp,  amid  the  confusion  and  clamour  of  the  contending  parties,  following 
the  precedent  of  ]\Ir.  P'ox,  moved  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  be  now  heard.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  on 
the  other  hand,  imitating  a  precedent  of  Lord  North,  said,  'And  I  rise  to  speak  to  the 
motion.'  But  instead  of  saying  a  few  words,  as  Lord  North  had  done,  to  jiut  an  end  to  all 
further  debate.  Sir  Robert  Peel  quite  lost  his  temper,  and  in  tones  of  the  most  violent 
indignation  attacked  the  impending  dissolution.  As  he  went  on,  the  Tower  guns  began  to 
fire,  to  announce  the  King's  arrival,  and  as  each  discharge  was  heard,  a  loud  cheer  from  the 
Government  side  interrupted  Sir  Robert  Peel's  declamation.  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  was  heard 
to  exclaim,  '  The  next  time  those  guns  are  fired  they  will  be  shotted !  '  Presently  we  were 
all  summoned  to  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  King's  presence  had  jiut  a  stop  to  a  violent 
and  unseemly  discussion.  The  King,  in  his  sjjeech,  announced  the  dissolution,  and  retired  to 
unrobe.     The  scene  that  followed  was  one  of  great  excitement  and  confusion." 


THE    REFORM    BILL   OF   1832   EECEIVIXG   THE   EOYAL   ASSENT    IN   THE    HOUSE   OF   LORDS 
With  this  official  act  teiminated  one  of  the  most  momentous  crises  in  the  history  of  the  country, 

219 


220 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


Koturniny  to  tlic  House  of  Commons  on  Juik* 
14th  enormously  strengthened,  tlie  Keform  jiartv 
immediately  proceeded  to  introduce  a  second  Keiorm 
I'ill.  The  second  reading  was  carried  early  in 
July  by  ii  majority  of  136,  and  after  jJrotracted 
debates  in  Committee,  the  measure  passed  its  final 
stage  on  September  21st.  Its  subsequent  rejection 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  a  majority  of  41  greatly 
exasperated  the  country.  There  was  rioting  at 
many  centres,  and  the  position  of  affairs  became  so 
serious  that  the  Government  deemed  it  advisable 
to  take  measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  political 
organisations.  Meanwhile  a  third  bill  was  drafted, 
and  this  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  December  12th  by  Lord  John  Russell.  A 
majority  of  1G2  was  cast  for  the  measm-e  on  the 
second  reading,  and  on  iMareh  19th  it  passed  its 
final  stage  by  a  majority  of  IIG.  Before  the  last 
division  was  taken.  Lord  John  Russell  made  an 
impressive  speech.  In  this  reference  was  made  to 
the  critical  character  of  the  times,  and  the  op- 
ponents of  reform  were  told  that  the  loss  of  the 
measure  must  result  in  a  bloody  conflict,  involving 
the  destruction  of  the  British  Constitution.  The 
warning  was  not  lost  upon  '  the  House  of  Lords. 
After  a  debate  extendinsf  over  several  nights,    tliev 

of  the  o  J 

on  Ajivil  14th  passed  the  second  reading  by  a 
majority  of  nine.  Kut  the  spirit  of  hostility  to 
the  legislation  was  too  strong  to  allow  the  bill  to  get  through  without  serious  curtailment  of 
its  provisions.  A  \ital  amendment  carried  against  Ministers  precipitated  a  crisis.  For  a  time 
the  issues  of  civil  war  hung  in  the  balance.  At  length,  after  ]\Iinisters  had  resigned  and 
been  recalled,  the  King  gave  written  permission  for  the  creation  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
peers,  if  necessary,  to  force  the  bill  through  unemasculated.  This,  accompanied  by  a  written 
appeal  to  tlic"  02>posing  peers  by  the  King,  was  decisive.  The  measure  passed  its  last  stage 
on  July  4th  by  a  majority  of  84,  in  a  House  of  no  more  than   128  members. 

The  days  of  the  iild  unreformed  Parliament  were  now  numbered.  It  faded  into  history, 
leaving  behind  it,  with  the  recollection  of  some  failings,  many  great  and  ins]iiring  memories, 
and  a  record  which,  on  tlie  whole,  is  a  source  of  pride  to  e\'ery  true  patriot.  The  new  order 
of  Parliament-men  were  not  destined  to  sit  long  in  the  seats  of  the  mighty.  Less  than  two 
years  after  the  reformed  Parliam.ent  held  its  first  sitting  St.  Stephen's  ('lia})el  was  invohed  in 
the  general  ruin  worked  by  the  conflagration  of  October  16th,   1834. 


GEORGE  TEOUT, 
A  well-known  messenijer  of  tbe  House  of  Co 
early  part  of  the  last  century. 


CHAPTER   XYI. 


THE  PRESS    GALLERY. 


It  is  difficult  to  imagine  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons  at  the  present  time  without  its  Pi'ess 
Gallery.  A  corporation  luinibering  considerably  over  two  hundred  members,  jjossessing  an 
elaborate  organisation,  and  having  at  its  disposal  a  commodious  suite  of  dining,  smoking, 
and  writing  rooms,  it  fills  a  \ery  important  place  indeed  in  the  legislative  household.  Yet, 
singular  as  it  may  seem,  the  institution,  measured  by  the  standard  of  Parliamentary  time, 
is  quite  a  modern  one.  dating  very  little  farther  back  than  the  commencement  of  the  last 
reign.  There  were  Parliamentary  reporters  before  that  time,  it  is  true ;  but  they  were 
tolerated  rather  than  recognised,  and  sometimes,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  show,  the 
toler.ition  took  a  form  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  positive  iirohibition. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  usually  been  regarded  as  the  Father  of  Parliamentary  reporters  of  the 
professional  class ;  but  the  honour  of  first  systematically  recording  debates  in  the  House  belongs 
to  Sir  Symonds  D'Ewes,  a  sturdy  old  Parliamentarian  who  flourished  in  Elizabethan  times. 
This  worthy,  with  an  industry  which  does  him  infinite  credit,  set  himself  to  note  down 
regularly  the  speeches  made  by  his  brother  members.  Amid  many  discouragements  the 
worthy  knight  performed  his  self-allotted  task  for  se\'eral  years,  and  the  fruits  of  his  labour 
have  come  down  to  us  in  several  portly  tomes.  Though  these  records  will  not  compai-e 
with  our  modern  Hansard's  in  fulness  and  accuracv,  they  yet  give  a  most  vivid  account 
of  Parliamentary  doings  in  those  remote  times,  the  pages  enshrining  scraps  of  elegance 
and  jiersonal  details  which  are  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  historical  student. 

D'Ewes  had  several  successors  in  this  role  of  unofficial  Parliamentary  reporter.     Burton,  whose 

Diary  is  amongst  the  classics 
of  jiolitical  literature,  was 
one  of  these.  M'ith  an 
industry  not  inferior  to  that 
of  his  predecessor  in  the 
note-taking  line,  he  recorded 
the  doings  of  the  Common- 
wealth Parliaments,  thus 
supplying  to  posterity  an 
authentic  account  of  perhaps 
the  most  interesting  period 
in  the  life  of  Parliament. 
His  reporting  exercises  were 
not  free  from  embarrassment, 
and  even  a  certain  amount 
of  personal  risk.  At  that 
time  note-taking  was 
regarded  as  a  sin  of  a  heinous 
kind,    and    it    had    been    at- 
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cases  with  very  lieavy  penalties.'  Burton,  tlierefore,  had  to  jiick  his  way  warily— now  conceal- 
ing his  notes  when  a  suspicious  member  was  near;  now  allowing  his  pencil  to  remain  idle 
throughout  an  entire  sitting,  for  fear  of  being  called  to  account  by  those  who  frowned  on 
the  jiractice.  He  was  extremely  ventm-esome  once  or  twice,  as  the  entries  in  liis  Diary  show; 
but,  fortunately  for  history,  he  avoided  the  direct  censure  of  the  House. 

Before  Burton  had  become  immersed  in  his  self-imposed  reportorial  duties,  the  House  had 
been  disturbed  by  the  action  of  irresponsible  outsiders  in  giving  publicity  to  debates.  Diurnals 
made  their  ajapearance  with  reports  for  the  most  part  compounded  of  materials  furnished  by 
members.  The  innovation  was  too  flagrant  an  infraction  of  the  practice  of  Parliament  to  be 
allowed  to  escape  notice.  On  July  13th,  1641,  a  formal  resolution  was  joassed  directing 
"  that  no  member  of  this  House  sball  either  give  a  cojjy  or  publish  in  print  anything  that 
he  shall  sjieak  here  without  leave  of  the  House."'  This  prohibition  produced  little  result  ;  so 
on  March  22nd  in  the  ensuing  year  a  more  drastic  resolution  was  framed,  proclaiming  that 
"  whatsoever  person  shall  print  any  Act  or  passages  of  this  House,  under  the  name  of  Diurnal, 
or  otherwise,  without  the  particular  licence  of  this  House,  shall  be  reputed  a  high  contemner 
and  breaker  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  be  punished  accordingly."  No  further  action 
of  a  specific  kind  appears  to  have  been  necessary  at  that  jieriod.  But  before  the  seventeenth 
centmy  closed  the  question  cropped  up  again,  consequent  upon  the  practice  of  "  news- 
writers"  including  amongst  their  tit-bits  of  gossip  references  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 
Strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  securing  its  doings  from  this  vulgar  publicity,  the 
House  on  February  11th,  1695,  ordered  "that  no  news-writers  do  in  their  letters  or  other  papers 
that  they  disperse,  presume  to  intermeddle  with  the  debates  or  any  other  proceedings  of 
this   House."     On  two  subsequent  occasions — on  January   18th,   1697,  and  January  3rd,   1703 — 

the  order  was  revived,  and  on  January  2oth  of 
the  latter  year  the  proceedings  of  Committees 
of  the  House  were  included  in  the  general  ban. 
Still  the  newspaper  men  were  not  intimidated. 
The  obnoxious  references  to  the  proceedings 
continued  to  be  made  in  news-letters  despatched 
from  London.  At  length  the  House  of  Commons 
determined  to  make  an  example  of  these  high 
contemners  and  breakers  of  Parliamentary 
privileges.  In  1727  Edward  Cave  and  Kobert 
Eaikes  were,  by  order  of  the  House,  committed 
to  prison  for  publishing  reports  in  the  Gloucester 
Journal,  and  were  kept  in  custody  for  several 
days,  only  being  released  after  expressing 
contrition  for  their  offence  and  paying  heavy 
fines. 

Up  to  this  period  the  publication  of  rejiorts 
had  been  carried  out  in  a  very  casual  way. 
Soon  a  more  daring  and  sustained  atta,ck  was  to 
be  made  on  the  policy  of  reticence.  A  clear- 
headed business  man,  full  of  ideas,  and  perhaps 
encouraged  rather  than  otherwise  by  his  contest 
with  the  House  in  1727,  Cave  in  1732  formed 
the  resolution  to  publish  in  connection  with  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  which  he  had  just 
started,    a     regular    account    of    the    doings    of 

Oldfield  relates  that  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YII.  a  member  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  acqnainting  the 
Eing  with  the  debates  in  Tarliament,  and  both  he  and  his  posterity  were  debarred  by  an  Act  from  ever  sitting 
or  serving  in  Parliament.  In  a  similar  case  which  oocin-red  in  Elizabeth's  time  the  offender  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  for  six  months,  fined  £500,  and  expelled  the  House. 
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Parliament.  His  practice  was  to  attend 
the  debates  with  one  or  two  friends,  take 
a  few  sly  notes,  and  afterwards  rejjair  to 
some  neighbouring  coffee-house  or  tavern 
and  put  on  paper  the  impressions  gained. 
These  rude  notes  were  subsequently  turned 
over  to  a  literary  hack  for  a  final  polish- 
ing preparatory  to  publication.  Regarded 
as  rejjorts,  the  productions  were  quite 
beneath  contempt,  but  they  were 
sufficiently  near  the  mark  to  arouse  the 
irritable  susceptibilities  of  Parliament. 
In  the  session  of  1737  serious  notice  was 
taken  of  the  breach  of  privilege  involved. 
The  speeches  made  on  the  debate  which 
marked  the  occasion  read  curiously  in 
these  days.  Sir  William  Yonge  implored 
the  House  to  suppress  the  practice  of 
reporting  the  debates ;  "  otherwise,''  he 
said,  "  you  will  have  the  speeches  of  the 
House  every  day  iprinted  even  during 
your  session,  and  we  shall  be  looked  upon 
as  the  most  contemptible  assembly  on  the 
face  of  the  earth."  Pulteney  urged  "  that 
to  2Jrint  sjjeeches,  even  if  they  should  not 
be  misrepresented,  was  making  the  speakers 
accountable  without  doors  for  what  they 
said  within."  Walpole  took  a  higher  and 
what  now  seems  a  more  common-sense  view 
of  the  matter.  "  You  have,  with  great 
justice,"  he  said,  "punished  some  persons 
for  forging  the  names  of  gentlemen  on  the 
backs  of  letters;  but  the  abuse  now  complained  of  is,  I  conceive,  a  forgery  of  a  worse  kind^ 
for  it  tends  to  misrepresent  the  sense  of  Parliament  and  impose  upon  the  understanding  of  the 
whole  nation.  It  is  but  a  petty  damage  that  can  arise  from  a  forged  frank  when  compared 
with  the  infinite  mischief  that  may  be  derived  from  this  practice.  I  have  read  some  debates 
of  this  House,  sir,  in  which  I  have  been  made  to  speak  the  very  reverse  of  what  I  meant. 
I  have  read  others  wherein  all  the  wit,  learning,  and  argument  have  been  thrown  into  one  side, 
and,  on  the  other,   nothing  but  what  was  low,   mean,  and  ridiculous." 

These  expressions  of  opinion  undoubtedly  voiced  the  general  sentiment  of  the  House, 
for  without  a  single  dissentient  it  adopted  a  resolution  affirming  it  to  be  "  a  high  indignity  to, 
and  a  notorious  breach  of  privilege  of,  this  House"  to  publish  reports  of  its  proceedings,  not 
only  during  the  sittings  of  the  House,  but  in  the  recess.  Such  a  demonsti-ation  of  Parliamentary 
feeling  was  not  to  be  lightly  disregarded,  so  Cave  and  his  rival  on  the  London  Magazine, 
who  had  imitated  his  scheme  of  reports,  resorted  to  the  exjoedient  of  investing  the  debates 
with  an  ostensibly  fictitious  character.  The  Gentleman s  Magazine  published  the  reports  as  per- 
taining to  the  Senate  of  Lilliput,  and  the  London  Magazine  gave  a  journal  of  the  proceedings 
in  a  political  club,  conferring  Roman  names  upon  the  speakers.  This  was  a  thin  enough 
disguise,  but  it  served  its  purpose.  Interest  in  the  reports  rather  increased  than  diminished 
after  the  change — so  much  so,  indeed,  that  in  1740,  Cave,  who  had  hitherto  mainly  relied 
upon  the  services  of  William  Guthrie,  a  well-known  writer  of  that  period,  was  induced  to 
seek    Johnson's    aid    to    give     a    finer    literary     flavour    to    the    compilation.       Johnson,     who 
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was  tlien  stnii( idling  to  win 
a  }i<).-itii)ii  ill  the  world, 
readily  undertook  the  task, 
ami  Midii  remarkable  evidences 
i)t  liis  skill  were  seen  in  the 
])agi-s  of  the  Gentleman's. 
>i'e\-er  before  in  the  liistory 
of  Knglish  journalisni  liad 
such  sjieeehes  been  published. 
Perfect  in  literary  form,  and 
adorned  witli  many  classical 
graces,  they  conveyed  the 
inijiression  that  the  Legisla- 
ture was  an  assemblage,  not 
of  country  squires,  but  of 
lcaiiie(l  jirofessors.  Nor  were 
they  wanting  in  robuster 
(|ualitii's.  A  fervent  Toryism 
per\aded  the  eti'usions.  As 
Johnson  himself  put  it  in 
describing  his  essays  at  rejjort- 
ing,  he  ••  let  the  V/hig  dogs 
have  it."  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  sen-timents  set  forth 
in  very  few  cases  resembled 
the  expressed  views  of  the 
ostensible  utterers.  Boswell, 
in  fact,  goes  further,  and 
declares  that  they  did  not  in 
all  cases  even  fit  the  charac- 
ters of  the  men  to  whom  tliey 
were  attributed.  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  unquestionable 
that  the  old  Doctor  in  his  later  years  was  not  at  all  proud  of  his  achievements  in  this  direction. 
He  told  his  fiiithful  henchman  on  one  occasion  that  as  soon  as  he  found  tlcat  the  speeches  were 
thought  genuine,  he  determined  that  he  would  write  no  more  of  them.  ••  lor  he  would  not  be 
accessory  to  the  propagation  of  falsehood."  Again,  a  short  time  before  his  death  he  expressed 
to  Eoswell   his  regret  "for  having  been  the  author  of  fictions  which   had  passed  for  realities." 

While  it  is  thus  pretty  clear  that  Johnson  was  in  no  projier  sense  of  the  ternr  a 
Parliamentary  reporter,  there  is  little  doubt  that  his  work  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
had  a  powerful  influence  in  securing  the  breaking  down  oi  the  absurd  custom  of  regarding 
everything  that  passed  in  the  House  as  inviolably  secret.  '  Vrhen  he  dropped  out  of  the 
business  his  jjlace  was  taken  by  a  Dr.  Gordon,  who  greatly  improved  upon  the  old  system,  and 
for  the  first  time,  perhaps,  gave '  the  public  a  really  accurate  outline  of  the  debate.  His 
enterprise  and  that  of  others  brouglit  the  usual  censure.  In  1753  a  resolution  couched  in  the 
familiar  language  was  passed  warning  those  concerned  of  the  terrible  consequences  that  might 
follow  the  p)ublication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  even  in  the  form  of  minutes  or  some 
such  specious  disgui.se.  As  well  might  the  indignant  Parliament-men  have  attempted  to  sto^) 
the  incoming  tide.  For  good  or  for  evil  the  Press  had  secured  a  lodgment  in  the  chamber, 
and  it  was  ne\er  again  to  be  ousted  from  it.  A  last  vigorous  effort,  however,  was  made  to 
assert  the  right  of  Parliament  to  control  the  publication  of  its  debates.  This  was  on  the 
famous  occasion  in   1771    when    the   House    fought    the    issue    out    with    the   Corporation    of  the 
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<_'ity  of  Ldiidmi.  The  eircumstauces  of  that  nieniorable  struggle  need  not  be  related  at  length 
here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  after  the  House's  decrees  against  the  offending  printers  had  been 
contemptuously  set  at  naught,  and  it  had  retaliated  on  the  insult  offered  to  it  in  the 
imprisonment  of  one  of  its  officers  by  committing  the  Lord  ISIayor  ((,'rosby)  and  one  of  the 
Aldermen  (Oliver)  to  the  Tower,  the  position  of  affairs  as  regards  the  publication  of  debates 
remained  exactly  where  it  was  before  the  contest  was  entered  upon.  Eepresentatives  of  the 
newspapers  continued  to  resort  to  the  j)ublic  galleries;  their  reports,  more  or  less  full  and  accurate, 
regularly  appeared.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  1778  a  member  (Colonel  Luttrell), 
incensed  by  a  distortion  of  his  views  by  one  of  the  "news-writers,''  threatened  as  a  protection 
against  such  indignities  to  move  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  standing  order  relative  to  the 
exclusion  of  strangers.  But  beyond  eliciting  a  strong  expression  of  opinion  from  I*"ox  in  favom' 
of  full  and  free  publication,  the  intervention  of  the  gallant  legislator  came  to  naught. 

It  was  at  about  this  period  that  the  reporting  element  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
strengthened  liy  the  adhesion  of  William  Woodfall — next  to  Johnson,  perhaps  the  most 
remarkable  man  whose  name  figures  in  the  annals  of  Parliamentary  reporting.  Woodfall  was 
a  man  of  fine  literary  taste  and  excellent  judgment.  As  a  dramatic  critic  he  enjoyed  a 
reputation  second  to  that  of  hardly  any  of  his  contemporaries.  But  what  gave  him  Lis  greatest 
fame  was  his  marvellous  memory.  So  extraordinarily  retentive  was  his  mind  that  after  hearing 
a  speech  he  could  without  an  apparent  effort  write  it  out  almost  word  for  word,  even  days 
after  it  had  been  delivered.  According  to  a  colleague  {Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Sun),  his  practice 
during  a  debate  was  to  close  his  eyes  and  lean  with  both  hands  upon  a  stick.  Thus  posed,  he 
would  remain  for  long  periods,  seldom  looking  up  excepting  to  get  the  name  of  a  new  member 
with  whom  he  was  not  acquainted.  Powers  so  remarkable  were  calculated  to  conciliate  prejudices, 
and  it  is  not  surprising  that  Woodfall    enjoyed  amongst   members  a   great   popularity.     To  his 

influence  and  example,  possibly  as  much  as  to  the  development  of  the  power  of  the  Press,  was 

it    due    that    before    the    century   had    closed    there   were  in  regular  attendance    at    the   House 

a  considerable  contingent  of  reporters  taking 

notes   of  debates,  not  only  without  disguise, 

but  with  a  modified  degree  of  approval.     To 

Perry,     the    proprietor     of     the      Morning 

Chronicle,    is    credited    the    introduction    of 

the  system  of  "  turns.''  by  which  each  reporter 

has  a  specified    time  for    taking   notes   and 

is    then    relieved.      It   is    stated   that    Lord 

Chancellor  Campliell.  when  making  his  way 

at  the  Bar,  was  a  member  of  Perry's  corps. 

But  he  was  in  mortal  dread  lest  his  associ- 
ation with  the  reporters  should  be  discovered. 

Since  then  the  tie  between  the  Gallery  and 

the  Bar  has  been  strengthened  by  a  connection 

which  has  embraced  some  of  the  most  famous 

men  of  the  legal  profession. 

In  the  earliest    days  of  regular  Parlia- 
mentary   reporting   no    special   arrangement 

was   made  for  the  convenience  of  the  Press 

visitors.     They  took  their  chance  with  other 

strangers,  and    if  thev  failed  to  get  a  seat, 

it  was  so  much  the  worse  for  them  and  for 

the  papers  they  represented.     Owing,  it  naay 
be,  to   representations    in    high    quarters,  or 

jnore     likely    to     potent     arguments     of    a 

different      kind,     a     regular      system     was 


DANIEL   O'CONNELL, 

{'■  The  LiTjoriitor  '),  whose  quan-el  nith  the  reiiovtei-s  siiprlies  one  of  the 

most  amusing  episodes  in  tlie  history  of  Parliamentary  reporting. 


29 


226 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


eventually  introduced  of  reserving  for  the  repre.-entatives  of  aec-redited  organs  the  back  seat  of 
the  public  gallery.  At  that  time,  and  indeed  until  the  building  of  the  new  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment provided  an  opening  for  the  introduction  of  a  more  dignified  system,  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  doorkeepers  to  levy  a  toll  of  2s.  6d.  on  each  visitor  who  was  not  armed  with  a  member's 
order  and  wished  to  be  present  at  the  debates.  The  reporters  were  exempt  from  this  nightly 
impost,  but  as  a  set-oflf  their  proprietors  paid  at  the  beginning  of  every  session  a  fee  of  three 
guineas  for  each  of  their  representatives.'  This  handsome  douceur  secured  for  the  rej)orter 
\'ery  little  beyond  bare  sitting  accommodation  in  the  gallery.  There  was  a  small  room  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  gallery  immediately  above  the  Lobby,  where  he  was  permitted  to  hang 
his    liat   and    coat  when    going   on  duty    and  to   await  his  call  during  a  debate.      But  this  was 

the  limit  of  the  Legislature's  generosity  to 
the  Press.  The  reporter  usually  found  it 
necessary  to  go  to  his  office  to  transcribe 
his  notes,  and  consequently  his  "turn,"  or 
jieriod  of  note-taking,  was  what  would  now 
be  considered  a  very  long  one,  extending 
ordinarily  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

It  was  not  merely  in  its  omission  to 
provide  the  members  of  the  Press  with 
reasonable  facilities  for  carrying  out  their 
duties  that  the  Legislature  showed  that  it 
failed  to  appreciate  the  public  importance  of 
the  publication  of  a  correct  account  of  its 
debates.  In  the  early  days  of  the  century 
there  was  an  instance  in  which  its  indiffer- 
ence operated  to  exclude  reporters  altogether 
from  the  House  at  a  time  when  there  was  a 
special  call  for  them  to  be  there.  The  occa- 
sion was  Pitt's  great  speech  on  the  state  of 
the  nation  on  May  24th,  1805.  Owing  to 
the  anticipated  rush  for  the  galleries,  special 
instructions  were  given  to  the  attendants 
as  to  the  admission  of  visitors,  and  these 
had  the  effect  of  excluding  the  reporters 
until  the  speech — by  general  consent  the 
greatest  Pitt  ever  made — was  nearly  finished. 
"V'erv  naturally  the  pa2")ers  complained  loudly 
of  the  treatment  meted  out  to  them.  One 
of  the  strongest  of  the  complaints  was  sent 
to  the  then  Speaker  (Abbott)  by  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, who  expressed  the  oj^iinion  "  that  the 
claim  thus  openly  made,  however  qualified,  is  a  matter  that  calis  for  animadversion."  It  is  clear 
from  this  that  there  was  no  love  lost  between  the  leading  men  of  that  period  and  the  Press.  The 
circumstance  probably  was  not  entirely  due  to  the  shortsightedness  of  the  former.  Peporting 
was  then  in  its  infancy.  Shorthand  was  undeveloped,  and  the  art  of  condensation  was  not  so 
widely  known  as  at  present.  ]\loreover,  political  feeling  prompted  the  reporters  to  misrepresent 
or  curtail  speeches  which  were  inimical  to  the  interests  their  papers  were  anxious  to  maintain. 

I  The  number  of  reporters  who  used  the  gallery  under  this  arrangement  wns  stated  by  Mr.  Francis  Wright,  the  chief 
doorkeeper,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  which  sat  in  1833  to  consider  the  establishment  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  be  as  follows  :  Times,  10;  Mornhig  Chronicle,  10;  Morning  lJcraXd,11 ;  Morning  Post,  27;  the  Guardian,  4  ; 
the  Mi-rror  of  Parliament,  7  or  8 ;  the  Morning  Adrcrtiscr,  3;  the  Albion,  1;  the  Globe, I;  the  Standard,  1  :  the 
Courier,  1 ;  the  True  Sun,,  6;  and  the  Sun,  G.  The  witness  stated  that  when  he  was  first  appointed  in  1803  there  were  not 
half  the  number  of  reporters  using  the  gallery  as  at  that  time.     There  were  then  no  evening  papers. 


J'Uoto  by  the  London  Stereoscopic  Co.,  L,d. 
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The  Irish  X.ationalist  leader  and  novelist,  who  v 
Reporters'  Gallery. 
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he  Tiack  row  is  utilised  by  reporters  waiting  their  turn,  leader-w 
admission  to  the  gallery. 

A  striking  instance  in  i^oint  is  sui^ijlied  by  a  complaint  made  against  the  reporters  by 
Mr.  "NVilberforce  about  this  period.  This  politician  read  to  the  House,  amidst  peals  of 
laughter,  an  extract  from  a  newspajier  report  which  represented  him  to  have  advocated  the 
cultivation  of  potatoes  in  the  following  terms :  "  Potatoes  make  men  health^',  vigorous,  and 
active  ;  but  what  is  still  more  in  their  favour,  they  make  men  tall.  More  especially  was  he 
led  to  say  so,  as  being  under  common  size  ;  and  he  must  lament  that  his  guardians  had  not 
fostered  him  under  that  genial  vegetable."  Such  audacious  distortion  of  speech  would  in  these 
days  not  be  possible  on  the  part  of  a  Gallery  reporter;  but  a  century  ago  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Press  in  the  House  permitted  themselves  a  freedom  which  is  astounding.  Thus  we  have 
it  on  authentic  record  that  on  one  occasion,  when  a  solemn  speaker  was  on  his  legs  and 
there  was  a  somewhat  prolonged  interruption  in  the  flow  of  his  eloquence,  the  occupants  of 
the  Press  bench  called  in  loud  tones  for  a  "song  from  ]\Ir.  Speaker."  It  is  not  wonderful, 
when  incidents  like  these  happened,  that  the  reporters  were  not  popular,  and  that  about  the 
year  1795  a  proposal  was  seriously  under  consideration  by  distinguished  members  of  the  House 
"  to  appoint  shorthand  writers  in  order  that  as  the  debates  are  published  they  may  at  least  be 
correct."  ^ 

Desjjite  the  coldness  of  the  attitude  of  the  authorities,  the  Press  gained  enormously  in 
power  at  the  House  as  the  years  went  by.  This  was  clearly  brought  out  during  the  historic 
quarrel  between  O'Connell  and  the  reporters.  The  circumstances  of  this  famous  episode  in  the 
annals  of  Parliamentary  reporting  may  be  recalled.  The  liberator  in  the  session  of  1823 
brought  forward,  as  a  breach  of  privilege,  a  misrepresentation  of  a  speech  he  had  made  on  the 

'  Lord  Colchester's  Diary,  vol.  i.  p.  24. 
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Irish  lithe  question.  In  dei'ciue,  tlie  autlior  of  the  iiiipULriied  n-port  in-ged  that  "during  his 
walk  from  tlie  House  to  the  newspajier  office,  the  rain,  wliich  was  flilling  heavily  at  the  time, 
had  most  unfortunately  streamed  into  liis  pocket,  and  washed  out  the  notes  he  had  made  of 
jSIr.  O'Conncll's  speech.  Upon  which  tlie  latter  remarked  that  it  was  the  most  extraordinary 
shower  of  rain  lie  had  ever  heard  of  ;  inasmuch  as  it  liad  not  only  washed  out  the  speech  he 
did  make,  but  had  washed  in  another,  and  an  entirely  different  one." '  This  was  a  fair  retort, 
and  the  complaint  of  itself  was  not  unreasonable.  But  the  members  of  the  Press,  offended  at 
some  general  charges  of  misrepresentation  preferred  by  O'Connell,  deemed  that  the  cu-cumstances 
detnanded  that  they  should  make  common  cause  with  their  offending  colleague.  Consetjuently 
they  determined  to  suppress  O'Connell's  speeches  altogether.  The  boycott,  to  adopt  a  modern 
phrase,  was  not  at  all  to  the  Irish  leader's  liking  or  to  his  interest.  The  reports  of  his 
speeches  were  in  a  large  measure  the  elements  of  his  strength,  and  any  cessation  of  the  supply 
was  calculated  to  operate  seriously  to  his  detriment.  He  therefore  determined,  after  three 
nights'  suppression  of  his  elocpience,  to  turn  the  tables  on  the  re2)orters — to  boNTott  the 
boycotters.  This  he  did  by  the  simple  expedient  of  using  the  power  given  him  under  the 
rules  of  the  House  of  calling  attention  to  the  presence  of  strangers,  and  so  securing  the  comjilete 
clearance  of  the  public  galleries.  The  move  created  a  considerable  sensation.  Members  had 
become  so  accustomed  to  the  reporters  that  their  absence  had  a  most  paralysing  effect  on 
eloquence.       "  There  was  no  animation  in  their  manner — scarcely  any  attempt   at   that  wit  and 

sarcasm  at  each  other's  expense  so  often  made 
on  other  occasions.  Their  speeches  were  dull 
in  the  highest  degree,  and  for  the  first  time 
within  the  recollection  of  I'arliameutarians 
they  kejit  their  word  when,  on  commencing 
their  orations,  they  jiromised  not  to  tresjmss 
at  any  length  on  the  patience  of  the  House."  - 
In  fine,  O'Connell,  in  making  the  power  of 
Parliament  felt,  also  demonstrated  the 
enormous  hold  tliat  the  Press  had  secured 
on  the  House.  The  quarrel  was  finally 
adjusted  after  a  fashion,  and  it  was  left  to 
the  representative  of  a  later  generation  to 
spy  strangers  again  in  the  House  for  the 
]im-pose  of  obstructing  business  by  impeding 
the  operations  of  the  Press. 

Curiously  enough,  the  earliest  special  pro- 
\  ision  made  for  the  Press  was  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  Accommodation  was  arranged  in 
the  old  Peers'  chamber,  destroyed  by  the 
fire  in  1834,  and  it  was  first  availed  of  on 
October  15th,  1831.  Before  that  the  reporters 
had  to  take  notes  as  best  they  could  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  without  making  too 
ostentatious  a  display  of  their  notebooks. 
It  was  probably  in  some  measure  because 
the  results  in  these  circumstances  were  not 
altogether  satisfactory  that  the  Peers  were 
induced  to  extend  their  hospitality  to  the 
reporters.  The  example  was  not  immediately 
followed  by  the  Commons — indeed,    the   old 


silt   EDWAUU  OLAUKE,    K.C.,   Jl.r., 

Who  commenced  his  brilUimt  career  as  a  reporter  in  the  Press  Gallery  ' 
tbo  House  of  Commons. 


'  "  Kecollections  of  a  r.irliamcutaiy  Career,"  by  Jolm  O'Connell,  M.P..  vol.  i.  p.  220. 
-  "  Kandom  Eecollections  o£  the  House  of  Commons,"  by  James  Grant,  p.  50. 
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system  of  relegating  the  note-taking 
fraternity  to  a  back  seat  in  the 
Strangers'  Gallery  might  have  con- 
tinued for  many  years  but  for  the 
fire,  which  compelled  the  authorities 
to  face  this  question  with  many  others. 
They  could  only  decide  it  in  one 
way.  In  fitting  up  the  old  House 
of  Lords  as  a  temporary  House  of 
Commons,  the  precedent  established 
by  the  Peers  was  borne  in  mind, 
and  on  February  19th,  1835,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Pi'ess  for  the  first 
time  had  an  allotted  position  in  the 
popular  chamber.  The  circumstance 
did  not  pass  without  notice.  There 
were  comments  on  the  significance 
of  the  innovation,  as  illustrating  the 
homage  paid  to  public  opinion  and 
the  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
people  to  know,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Press,  all  that  passed,  within 
the  legislative  walls. ^ 

Once .  extended,  of  course,  the 
recognition  was  not  withdrawn.  In 
preparing  the  designs  of  the  new 
Houses  of  Parliament  Sir  Charles 
Barry  gave  particular  attention-  to 
the  needs  of  the  reporters,  and,  as 
far  as  the  House  of  Cominons  is  con- 
cerned, established  them  in  a  position 
which  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  better.  Situated,  as  their  gallery 
is,  directly  above  and  at  the  back  of  tlie  Speaker,  it  is  admirably  placed  for  seeing  and  hearing 
everything  that  goes  on,  and  to  this  reason,  combined  with  the  fine  acoustic  properties  of 
the  chamber  (especially  since  the  roof  was  lowered),  we  may  attribute  the  rarity  of  the  com- 
plaints that  speakers  are  not  heard.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  Reporters'  Gallery 
faces  the  woolsack,  and  the  position  is  otherwise  objectionable,  things  are  less  satisfactory. 
Attempts  \m\e  been  made  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  at  different  times,  but  without  much 
effect,  as  the  chamber,  though  architecturally  and  decoratively  very  beautiful,  is  acoustically 
defective. 

While  the  authorities  in  recent  years  have  shown  themselves  desirous  of  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  reporters  in  the  Houses  themselves,  they  have  not  been  unmindful  of  their 
comfort  and  convenience  in  other  respects.  Eoom  after  room  has  been  placed  at  their  disposal 
until,  with  the  latest  additions  made  in  the  past  session  (1900-1),  they  now  occupy  a  very 
considerable  section  of  the  portion  of  the  building  at  the  back  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
facing  New  Palace  Yard.  There  are  not  only  telegraph  and  writing  rooms,  and  other  adjuncts 
of  a  professional  character,  but  a  generous  House  also  provides  smoking  and  dining  and  tea 
rooms — in  short,  on  a  small  scale,  all  the  features  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  acconnnodation 
below  stairs  for  members. 

The    provision   made,  though    liberal  to    a  degree  compared  with  that  once    allowed  to  the 
'  Greville's  Diary,  vol.  iii.  p.  205. 
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members  of  the  Press,  is  none  too  uiiiple  for 
the  needs  of  the  great  body  for  whom  it  is 
intended.  With  the  lapse  of  years  has  grown 
up  an  institution  vastly  differing  from  that 
which  in  the  earliest  days  of  accredited 
Parliamentary  rejiorting  went  by  the  name  of 
the  Eeporters'  Gallery.  News  agencies — organ- 
isations quite  unknown  a  half-century  since — 
now  occupy  an  important  place  in  the  hier- 
archy of  note-takers  as  the  supp)liers  of  reports 
to  hundreds  of  papers  all  over  the  country, 
and  indeed  the  Empire.  A  representative  of 
the  world-famed  Renter's  Agency  is  there  to 
transmit  to  every  capiital,  and  to  every  popu- 
lous spot  on  the  face  of  the  civilised  globe, 
the  latest  jironouncement  of  j\Iinistei-s  on  a 
matter  of  foreign  policy,  or  a  digest  of  the 
most  recently  issued  Blue-book.  The  great 
provincial  newspaper's  also  have  successfully 
asserted  their  claims  to  have  representatives 
in  the  gallery,  and  there,  too,  are  to  be 
found  summary-writers,  leader-writers,  London 
correspondents,  and  occasionally  editors,  who 
drop  in  to  see  for  themselves  how  things  are 
going  in  the  political  world,  in  order  that  they 
may  the  better  direct  the  policy  of  the 
papers  they  control.  It  is  a  Press  world  in 
itself,  and  one  which  has  its  own  treasxired 
traditions  and  its  peculiar  customs  and  usages. 
Amongst  the  names  inscribed  upon  its  roll  are 
those  of  men  who  have  won  high  distinction 
in  many  and  varied  walks  of  life.  Dickens  was  an  old  Gallery  hand.  Eminent  authors  and 
politicians  like  ]\lr.  Justin  iNIcCarthy  have  had  their  early  training  there.  It  has  been  the 
cradle  of  the  reputations  of  men  of  the  law  not  less  renowned  than  Sir  Edward  Clarke  and 
the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice  (Lord  Russell  of  Killowen).  From  its  ranks  the  House  itself  has 
been  recruited  to  a  not  inconsiderable  extent.  In  a  sentence,  it  has  fi-om  small  beginnings 
and  humiliating  associations  attained  to  a  position  of  honour  and  influence  which  entitles  it 
to  be  regarded  as  a  national  institution. 

In  connection  with  the  Press  Gallery  a  brief  reference  may  appropriately  be  made  to  the 
publication  of  the  official  reports  of  debates.  As  we  have  seen,  the  printing  by  newspapiers 
of  speeches  delivered  in  the  House  is  by  the  public  accepted  as  a  record  of  what  is  said,  but 
these  accounts  bear  no  responsibility  as  an  official  record.  For  years  Cobbett's  '•  Political 
Register "  and  the  "  Parliamentary  History "  took  a  place  as  works  of  authenticity.  But  it 
was  by  Luke  Hansard,  a  poor,  friendless  boy,  coming  to  London  from  Norwich  at  the  end  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  and  obtaining  a  situation  in  a  printer's  office  as  a  compositor,  that 
the  well-known  "  Hansard "  was  developed.  Published  in  volumes  and  sessional  series,  the 
"  Debates  "  became  a  valuable  and  indispensable  record  of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament.  The 
Hansard  family  subsequently  became,  as  well  as  publishers  of  the  "Debates,"  printers  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  made  a  large  fortune,  until  in  recent  years  the  Government,  by 
moans  of  the  Controller  of  the  Stationery  Office,  took  the  publication  under  their  control. 


rJioto  hi/  Mliutt  .(■  Fry,  Baker  Street,  W. 

MR.   H.   W.    LUCY, 

("  Toby,  in. P.'  ),  a  brilliant  member  of  the  Press  Gallery  who  has  written 
much  .and  well  on  Parliamentary  life  and  history. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

THE  DESIGN  OF  THE  NEW  PALACE. 

'Now  that  we  have  brought  this  great  work  to  the  stage  of  comj)letion,  we  may  appropriately 
survey  the  structure  and  take  note  of  its  chief  features.  Its  design  has  been  subjected  to 
much  criticism  at  different  times,  and  in  some  resjjects  it  is  not  happy.  The  profuse  orna- 
mentation gives  an  impression  of  tawdriness,  and  it  is,  besides,  quite  unsuited  to  the  London 
climate,  as  the  mutilated  character  of  many  of  the  statues  sufficiently  attests.  IMoreover, 
there  is  a  certain  air  of  monotony  about  the  long,  unbroken  facades  which  detracts  from 
artistic  effect.  Still,  with  all  their  limitations,  the  Houses  of  Parliament  remain  without  a 
compeer  among  moderir  buildings  in  this  country.  Their  majestic  towers  and  broken  outlines, 
their  fine  vistas  and  their  vast  proportions  (they  occupy  eight  acres  of  ground),  all  tend 
to  make  them  an  object  of  wonder  and  admiration  to  the  stranger  who  sees  them  for  the 
first  time. 

In  style  the  building  is  Grotliie.  "  Of  all  styles,"  we  are  told,  "  Mr.  Barry  admired 
most  the  Early  English,  but  he  thought  it  hardly  fit  for  other  than  ecclesiastical  purposes. 
Finally,  he  chose  Perpendicular,  thinking  that  it  would  lend  itself  more  easily  to  the  requu-e- 
ments  of  the  building,  and  to  the  principle  of  regularity  which  he  intended  to  introduce 
in  his  design.  But  if  he  could  have  had  a  site  to  his  mind,  and  had  been  left  free  to  choose 
his    style,    there    is    little    doulit   that   he   would    have    preferred    Italian.      The   example    most 
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frequently  in  his  tbouglits 
was  Inigo  Jones's  grand 
design  for  the  Palace  at 
Whitehall.  He  actually  pre- 
pared some  sketches  and 
studies  for  an  Italian  design, 
in  defiance  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  competitors.  ]5ut 
he  felt  that  under  all  cir- 
cumstances Gothic  was  the 
style  best  fitted  for  the  new 
Palace,  and  if  Westminster 
Hall  was  to  be  made  a 
feature  in  the  design,  the 
only  style  possible ;  and  he 
was  consoled  for  the  loss  of 
Italian  by  the  thought  of 
the  facility  given  by  Gothic 
for  the  erection  of  towers, 
the  one  method  by  which 
he  thought  it  possible  to 
redeem  from  insignificance 
a  great  building,  in  which 
convenience  forbade  great 
gcMicral  height,  and  for 
which  a  low  and  unfavour- 
able site  had  been  }>ro- 
vided." 

Tliese  general  consider- 
ations help  us  to  understand 
and  appreciate  the  architec- 
tural features  of  the  building. 
But  it  must  never  be  for- 
gotten   that    the   Houses  of 

square  iuwei.3  in  me  hujju.  o 

Parliament,  as  we  know 
them  to-day,  were  only  a  part  of  Sir  Charles  Earry's  original  concejition.  His  plan  was  "  to 
enclose  New  Palace  Yard,  creating  at  the  angles  a  lofty  gate  tower,  visible  from  Bridge  Street 
to  the  Abbey.  Beyond  this  point  was  to  be  a  grand  quadrangle,  in  which  the  Victoria  Tower 
should  be  the  principal  feature,  and  from  that  tower  a  grand  approach  was  to  lead  to 
Buckingham  Palace."  A  glance  at  the  illustration  on  page  172  will  show  w-hat  a  transforma- 
tion the  additions  would  have  effected  in  the  appearance  of  the  design.  The  change,  it  will 
generally  be  conceded,  would  have  been  for  the  better.  It  would  have  given  the  design  that 
unity  which  it  at  present  lacks,  and  sui:)plied  a  noble  approach  to  the  precincts,  such  as  the 
importance  of  the  building  demands.  Economical  reasons,  as  they  often  do  in  these  matters, 
stepped  in  to  prohibit  the  scheme,  and  it  was  reluctantly  laid  aside  by  the  architect.  But 
he  reverted  to  it  in  1853,  when  the  question  of  providing  new  Government  offices  was  under 
discussion.  He  then  urged  with  much  insistence  that  to  leave  New  Palace  Yard  open,  or  to 
enclose  it  only  with  a  rail,  would  be  artistically  a  great  blunder,  since  the  Parliament  buildings 
would  he  viewed  from  the  higher  ground  of  Bridge  Street,  and  appear  actually  sunk,  while 
the  area  itself,  having  a  considerable  diagonal  fall  across  the  open  space,  would  further  tend 
to  destroy  the  effectiveness  of  the  prospect.  "  By  pulling  down  the  Law  Courts,  and  opening 
the  whole  side  of  Westminster  Hall,  he  conceived  that  a  still  worse  effect  would  be  produced; 
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for  the  scale  and  parts  of  the  Hall  are  so  large  that  it  mu>t  be  utterly'  incongruous  with  the 
buildings  around  it."  These  arguments  failed  to  carr^-  weight  with  the  Government  of  the 
time.  Nor  did  the  project  recommend  itself  more  strongly  to  Loi-d  Palmerston's  ^Ministry, 
when  the  architect's  son  brought  it  forward  in  1864.  New  Palace  Yard  was  left  open  as  a 
permanent  aiTangement,  and  quite  recently  the  final  touch  has  been  given  to  the  plan  he 
condemned  by  the  appropriation  of  the  site  of  the  old  Law  Courts  as  an  open  space. 
Therefore,  to  criticise  Sir  Charles  Earry  for  the  lack  of  harmony  in  the  Parliament  Square 
front  of  the  Plouses  of  Parliament  is  scarcely  fair.  Xo  one  was  more  sensible  than  he  of  the 
deficiencies  of  the  design  in  its  truncated  form. 

A   remarkable    building  in    every  respect    was  that   which   finally  emerged    from    the    ashes 
of  the  old  Palace  of  Westminster.     In  point  of  size  it  is  unique  amongst  the    public  buildings 


THE   HOUSES   OP   PAltLIAMEST,    I'RUJl    LAMBETH   BRIDGE. 
This  view  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  gives  the  best  general  idea  of  Sir  Charles  Barry's  great  worl;. 

of  this  country,  and  probalily  the  only  Continental  structures  to  comjiare  with  it  are  the 
^'atican  and  the  Escurial  at  Madrid,  uj)on  the  latter  of  which  seven  millions  were  lavished. 
Occupying,  as  we  have  shown,  eight  acres  of  ground,  and  embracing  within  its  confines  upwards 
of  five  hundred  rooms,  many  of  them  of  great  size,  it  is  more  a  little  town  than  a  building. 
Even  those  who  have  frequented  the  place  for  years  have  been  known  to  be  temporarily  at 
fault  as  to  their  proper  direction  in  its  labyrinthine  corridors  or  its  complicated  maze  of  courts. 
Fn  a  decorative  sense  the  gi-eat  work  is  not  less  wonderful.  There  are  some  seven  hundred 
monuments  in  and  about  the  structm-e.  Nearly  every  single  foot  of  the  front  has  its  own 
cunningly  worked  design.  To  Sir  Charles  Bany,  in  fact,  may  fittingly  be  applied  in  a  slightly 
altered  form  Heber's  description  of  the  Mogul  builder  of  the  Taj  ]\Iahal  at  Agra,  that  he 
"  built  like   a  Titan  and   finished  like  a  jeweller." 
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To  see  tlie  magnificent  pile  at  its  licst  it  nni>l  he  xirweil  from  tlie  Lambeth  Palace, 
preferably  in  the  early  afternoon  lA'  a  late  siuinner  ilay.  whm  the  soft  mists,  mellowed  by 
the  setting  sun,  are  gathering  abont  its  lofty  towers  ami  its  pinnacled  roofs.  From  that  point 
we  ai'e  able  to  realise  something  of  the  real  grandeur  of  Sir  Charles  Barry's  design.  On  tlic 
left,  dominating  the  whole,  arises  in  majestic  beauty  to  a  height  of  330  feet  the  "N'ictoria 
Tower,  the  largest  and  loftiest  square  tower  in  the  world.  From  this  gigantic  structure  to 
the  river  is  the  south  front,  impressive  in  its  simplicity  and  regularity  of  outline.  Then, 
.stretching  away  for  a  distance  of  960  feet,  is  the  uoble  river  front,  flanked  at  either  end  by 
projecting   wings,    whose    lofty   pinnacles   and    rich    tracery   and    carving    emphasise   afresh   tlie 

sumptuousness  of  the 
design.  It  has  often 
been  objected  that  the 
lowness  of  this  front 
in  compari-son  with  its 
gi-eat  length  seriously 
tletracts  from  its  effec- 
tiveness, and  it  is 
impossible  to  deny  the 
justice  of  the  criticism. 
I5ut  it  should  not  be 
overlooked  that  the 
site  is  a  de^ilorably 
bad  one  for  a  palatial 
erection  of  this  char- 
acter. It  is  so  low 
that  the  spectator 
must  almost  inevit- 
alily  look  down  upon 
a  considerable  part  of 
the  building.  Then 
it  has  also  to  be 
remembered  that  the 
extreme  length  given 
to  the  front  was  not 
contemplated  when 
the  plans  were  origin- 
ally i'ramed.  Heavy 
demands  for  increased 
accommodation  as  the 
building  progressed  ' 
forced  upon  Sir  Charles 
]^>arvy  extensions  in 
this  direction  which 
were  against  liis  better 
judgment.  He  at- 
tempted, not  without 
success,    to   neutralise 

THE   BASE   OF   THE   VICTORIA   TOWER.  ^'"'         ettcct         Ot        tlie 

iilea  is  fmnislieil  of  the  ninssiveness  nf  the  toner  and  the  beauty  of   the  cliangO       by        slightly 

iuchitecturai  detail.  raisinij      the       whole 


'  It  is  stated  by  llr.  Eairy  in  liis  life  of  bis  father  that  claims  for  space  arising  out  of  the  ventilation  schemes  of 
Dr.  Keid  absorbed  one-third  of  the  cubical  contents  ot  the  building  as  originally  planned. 
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centre  and  heightening  into  towers  the  masses  which  flanked  it.  But  all  that  he  could 
accomplish  in  this  way  did  not  give  the  front  that  impressiveness  of  elevation  which,  owing 
to  its  great  length,  it  should  possess.  Still,  the  fault,  if  fault  it  is,  is  not  sufficiently  grave 
to  destroy  the  general  effectiveness  of  the  design.  London  has  architecturally  few  fairer 
prospects  to  offer  than  that  quarter-mile  of  fretted  stonework  rising,  as  it  seems  to  the 
spectator,  from  his  Lambeth  vantage-ground,  from  the  swift-running  tideway. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  on  the  land  side  there  is  no  really  good  general  view  obtainalile 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  What  should  be  the  best  front,  that  facing  towards  Parliament 
Square,  is  its  worst.  Here  the  spectator  looks  upon  a  mass  of  buildings  without  uniformity 
of  design  or  architectm-al  beauty.  On  the  one  band  is  the  mediaeval  fi'ont  of  "Westminster 
Hall,  sm-mounted  by  its  vast,  high-pitched  roof,  offering  to  view  a  great  expanse  of  blue  slate. 
On  the  other  is  the  modern  Gothic  work  of  Sir  Charles  Barry,  seen  in  its  most  unfavom-able 
light.  The  Clock  Tower,  which  should  play  an  important  part  in  the  pictm-e,  is  too  near  to 
have  its  proper  effect.  The  whole  is  a  jumble  which  leaves  on  the  stranger  who  sees  only 
this  side  of  our  senatorial  buildings  a  very  inadequate  notion  of  their  beauty  and  importance. 

Infinitely  more  imposing  is  the  prospect  which  offers  from  the  pavement  about  Henry  VII. 's 
Chapel.  Here  we  get  to  a  part  of  the  building  in  which  Sir  Charles  Bany  was  able  to  work 
out  his  own  ideas,  free  from  the  trammels  imposed  in  the  case  of  the  New  Palace  lard 
front.  The  A'ictoria  Tower,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  is  the  imposing  central 
feature.  Curious  as  it  may  seem,  it  was  not  jarovided  for  in  the  original  design.  It  was  added 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  Dr.  Eeid  in  the  matter  of  ventilation.  Yet  no  part  of  the 
building  had  more  time  and  care  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  architect.  The  plans  underwent 
repeated   alterations.      The   tower,   we   are    told,   "  was   originally  treated   with   all  the    solidity 
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nt  a  •  kf'cp,'  hilt  tho  reduction  in 
]ilaii  was  compensated  by  increase 
ill  liciglit.  and  the  whole  character 
lit  the  desii^n  was  necessarily 
cliangril.  The  entrance  at  first 
was  of  iiiodrrair  diinensions,  and 
thi-  toj)  of  the  niche  band  ranged 
with  the  cornice  of  the  building. 
It  was  now  raised  to  its  present 
niagniticeiit  dimensions;  the 
iiichfs  riMiiained,  and  the  upjier 
part  of  the  tower  was  divided 
into  tliree  large  and  two  smaller 
stories.  The  design  and  arrange- 
ment of  these  cost  incalculable 
trouble  before  it  assumed  its 
present  form,  divided  into  three 
windows,  and  the  upper  story 
rendt  red  the  prominent  one  by 
the  archeil  and  canopied  windows.'' 
In  short,  this  architectural  after- 
tliought  became  the  great  domi- 
nating factor  in  the  design. 
I'lit  it  is  something  more  than 
an  architectural  feature.  Ac- 
commodating an  archway  fifty 
feet  higli  and  proportionately 
wide,  it  supplies  an  appropriate 
State  entrance  to  the  building, 
and  compensates  for  the  loss  of 
the  grand  staux-ase  which  was 
one  of  the  original  ideas  in  Sir 
Charles  Barry's  feiiile  brain.  It 
is,  besides,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  the  great  record-house  of 
the  Senate  and  its  ventilating  shaft.  Viewing  the  structure  from  the  further  side  of  Old 
Palace  Yard,  we  miss  something  of  its  imposing  gi-andem-  by  the  nearness  of  the  object,  but 
nevertheless  the  vista  which  is  provided  by  the  we.stern  fafade,  with  the  huge  mass  of  the 
tower  looming  against  the   sky,   is  an   exceedingly  fine  one. 

Considered  as  a  whole,  the  exterior  of  the  pile  cannot,  howe\er,  be  regarded  otherwise 
than  as  disappointing.  It  is  imposing  in  its  bigness,  it  is,  as  we  have  seen,  in  some  of  its 
aspects  full  of  beauty  ;  but  it  lacks  that  overpowering  sense  of  distinction  which  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  in  so  costly  and  ambitious  a  structure.  The  deficiencies  of  the  site  account 
for  much.  They  were  so  thoroughly  realised  at  the  time  the  work  was  undertaken,  that 
jji'oposals  were  made  to  locate  the  new  Houses  of  Paidiament  in  some  other  position  than  the 
old  one,  amongst  the  areas  suggested  being  the  liigh  ground  in  St.  James's  Park  and  Trafalgar 
Square.  Still,  bad  as  the  site  is,  it  is  not  alone  resjjonsible  for  the  artistic  shortcomings  of  the 
building.  If  Sir  Charles  Barry's  plans  had  been  carried  out  in  their  completeness,  and  the 
missing  wings  and  grand  gateway  in  Xew  Palace  Yard  had  been  added,  a  far  greater  lutistic 
success  would  have  been  achieved. 
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DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

The  main  pnti-.inco  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is  by  way  of  the  stately  Victoria  Tower,  the 
most  remarkable  feature,  lioth  in  design  and  construction,  of  this  noble  pile.  iSeventy-five  feet 
square,  and  four  huiKlreil  and  twenty  feet  high  to  the  flagstaff  from  which  the  Royal  Standard 
floats  0:1  State  occasions,  and  the  Union  Jack  always  during  the  sittings  of  Parliament,  the 
structure  arrests  attention  by  reason  of  its  massive  and  splendid  proportions.  The  tower  is  more 
than  twice  the  height  of  the  ilonument  at  London  Bridge,  is  sixty  feet  higher  than  the  top 
of  the  cross  en  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  and  is  nearly  three  times  the  height  of  the 
leaning  tower  of  Pi<a.  It  is  situated  so  near  the  river  that  doubts  were  at  first  entertained 
as  to  the  possibility  of  its  erection,  with  due  regard  to  safety.  In  order  to  ensure  stability 
the  building  operations  were  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  caution.  Only  thirty  feet  of  the 
tower  was  erected  in  a  single  year,  and  meanwliile  the  most  vigilant  watch  was  kept  to 
detect  any  signs  of  settlement.  Fortunately  nothing  untoward  occurred  then,  or  has  occurred 
since,  to  cast  doubt  on  Sir  Charles  Barry's  judgment  in  designing  so  striking  an  architectural 
feature  and  placing  it  in  the  position  it  is — a  stone's-throw  from  the  swift-rushing  waters  of 
the  Thames. 

If  outwardly  the  tower  is  remarkable,  it  is  internally  not  without  special  features  of 
interest.  Over  the  entrance  archway  the  longest  spiral  staircase  in  the  world  begins,  giving 
access  to  the  toj)  of  the  tower.  The  windings  give  the  idea  of  looking  througli  the  wrong 
end  of  a  telescope. 
It  is  a  difficult  way. 
trodden  liy  few  feet, 
for  the  various  cliam- 
liers  of  wliicli  the 
tower  is  composed  are 
utilised  for  the  storage 
of  State  records  in 
little  request.  An 
absolutely  fireproof 
system  of  construction 
renders  this  building 
the  safest,  as  it  is  per- 
haps also  the  most 
ornate,  muniment- 
house  in   the  world. 

Access  to  the 
interior  of  the  Palace 
is  by  way  of  the  Koyal 
staircase  under  the 
archway.  This  is  an 
imposing  Hight  of 
steps,  lined  with 
statuary      and      em- 

,   ,,.  ,  ",   .  .        ,  .  IHK  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Through  this  douiway  direct  access  is  obtainable  to  the  most  imix>rtant  apartments  of  the  building. 
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of  architectural  detail.  Passing  the  (iiiard  Koom.  the  \i>it(ir  liiitls  himself'  in  tlie  Koyal  IJohiiiir- 
IJoom.  Standing  in  this  apartnient  and  facing  the  door  leading  to  the  inteiinr  of  the  Palace, 
he  is  on  a  direct  h'ne  with  tlie  Speaker's  Chair  at  the  o])]iosite  (>xtrenie  of  the  hnilding.  It 
is  possihle  to  jn-oceed  the  entire  distance  of  seven  linndred  feet  withnut  ascending  or  descend- 
ing a  single  stop. 

The  King's  Robing-Room  contains  chairs  of  State  of  handsiinie  d(>sigii.  ( )n  the  cciHiig 
of  the  room  badges  of  the  English  monarchs  are  painted,  and  upon  the  walls  are  the  first  of 
the  fresco  paintings  which  aliound  in  the  many  rooms  presently  to  be  described.  Of  recent 
years  some  controversy  has  taken  place  regarding  the  condition  of  these  works  of  art.  Tlie 
qnestion    first    came    into    prominence    in    1804,    when    Mr.    Herbert    Gladstone,    who    was    then 


JiQnoihfccd  bif  psrniiMton  of  the  Art  l/n 


i  of  London  fi'Oiil  their  large  engrailing  of  the  picture  hy  D,  Madit 
"THE  DEATH   OP  NELSON'." 
From  the  famous  fresco  la  the  Royal  Giillery. 


First  Commissioner  of  Works,  discovering  that  some  of  the  pictures  were  showing  signs  of 
decay,  consulted  the  President  of  the  Royal  Academy  on  the  subject,  with  the  result  that 
Mr.  A.  H.  Chm-ch,  professor  of  chemistry,  was  called  in  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  best 
means  of  preserving  the  pictures.  That  gentleman  at  once  became  interested,  and  most 
readily  placed  his  services  gratuitously  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government.  He  made 
experimental  trials  upon  the  services  of  the  frescoes,  carefully  keeping  them  under  observation, 
and  subsequently  made  an  exhaustive  rejiort  to  the  [Ministry,  explaining  the  result  of  his 
work,  suggesting  certain  means  to  be  adopted  in  future  for  better  preserving  the  frescoes, 
and  offering  his  services  again  should  they  be  required. 

In  the  Robing-room    the    legend    of  King    Arthur   and    the    Knights    of   tlie    Round    Table 
is  taken  as  the  theme  for  a  series  of  paintings    by  j\Ir.    Dyce,  R.A.,  and    attention    is    at    once 


THE    KIXG  S    ROIJIX(_i-IiO(LAr, 
Where  the  Royal  procession  is  formed  on  the  opening  of  Paili: 


THE   KIXG  S   ROBING-ROOai. 

riew  of  the  apartment,  showing  the  Royal  chair. 
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fixed  u]io:i  tliem.  Tlic  suhjerts  aro  :  '■  Ilosij'ttalitij" — "  tlio  admission  of  Sir  Tristram  to  tlie 
fellowship  of  the  IJouiid  Tal)]!'";  "Courtesy" — ••  Sir  Tristram  harping  to  La  Belle  Isidore"; 
"Generosity" — "  Kin<r  Aithur,  unhorsed,  is  spared  by  liis  adversary'';  ''  Belirjion" — "the  vision 
of  Sir  (ialahail  ami  his  Coinpaiiy";  and  "Mercy" — "Sir  (lawaine  swearing  to  be  mereiful  antl 
to   pi-otect    all    ladies." 

In  this  room  the  L'oval  jirocessiou  is  formed,  and  proeeeds  to  the  Ixoyal  (iallery — the 
largest  apartment,  excepting  Westminster  Hall,  in  tlii>  building.  The  Koyal  Gallery,  a  hundred 
and  t(Mi  feet  long,  admirably  carries  out  the  idea  intended.  At  oixlinary  times  it  is  destitute 
of  all  furniture  and   eumbroiis  fittings,   but  upon   State  occasions  rows  of  seats  are  placed  ahjiig 


x'oii  of  the  Art  i'ltion  of  lonilon  from  tluir  lnr:ri  <,t<jrari,ig  oj  the  pktm-ehy  V.  il/ao(.s.,  /(..-I. 

"  THE  MEETING  OP  WELLINGTON  AND   BLUCHER  AFTER  WATERLOO." 

From  the  famous  fiesco  in  the  Eoyal  Gallery. 


both  sides,  under  the  control  of  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  who  issues  tickets  of  admission 
to  visitors  desirous  of  seeing  the  procession  pass  along. 

The  fresco  jiaintings  here  are  the  well-known  pictures  liy  I).  ^Liclise,  K.A. — '"The  Meeting 
of  Wellington  and  Blucher  after  Waterloo"  and  "The  Death  of  Nelson."  Both  are  studies 
intensely  dramatic  and  picturesque.  They  are  companion  pictures,  each  measuring  forty-five  feet 
long  by  twelve  feet  high.  The  figures  are  ^minted  life-size,  and  the  ai'tist  has  availed  himself 
of  every  possible  means  to  secure  accuracy  of  the  portraits  as  well  as  of  the  detads  of  military 
and  naval  costumes  of  the  period. 

It  was  in  the  Royal  Gallery  that  on  July  18th,  1901,  Earl  Russell  stood  his  trial  for 
bigamy.  JNIarked  by  all  the  picturesque  accessories  which  attend  a  State  trial,  the  pi'oceedings 
excited  much  interest  in  political  and  social  circles.  At  the  cost  of  several  hundred  pounds 
the  interior  was  completely  transformed  to  serve  the  purposes  intended.      At  one  end  a   Royal 


Fioiii  n  /)niicii!:;  ui.uli-  "ii  l/n'  «/.../  /,v  .-J.  /'.  .l/<(- 


THE  OPENING  OF   PARLIAMENT  BY  KING  EDWARD   VII. 

T„  .1, ,  „!,t„r»  fh..  Kim  ■,ti<l  the  yiieeu  in  their  robes  of  State,  anil  attended  by  tbe  great  Officers  of  State,  are  ehown  passing  through  the  Royal  Gallery 
in  tni  picture  tui-  imub  .1  ^^  ^^^.^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  p^^^,  q^^^^^^ 
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throne  and  canopy  of  crimson  cloth  was  erected,  as  the  trial  was  supposed  to  take  place  in  tlie 
actual  presence  of  the  Sovereign.  I'jion  the  dais  in  front  of  the  throne  was  placed  a  chair  of 
State  for  the  occupation  of  the  Lord  High  Steward  (f.ord  Halsburv),  who  acted  as  president  at 
the  trial.  Other  of  his  Majesty's  judges  who  had  been  summoned  to  attend  were  accommodated 
upon  woolsacks  in  front.  Eight  and  left  of  the  throne  seats  were  placed  for  Irish  and  Scottish 
peers  who  are  not  peers  of  Parliament,  and  seats  were  also  allocated  for  peeresses  and  eldest, 
sons  of  peers.  Xear  the  judges  were  tables  for  officials  of  the  court,  counsel,  and  others,  and 
a  witness-box  was  erected  close  by.  A  chair  for  the  accused  peer  occujiied  a  prominent  place 
in  the  centre,  between  the  woolsacks  and  the  Bar,  which  divided  the  actual  precincts  of  the 
court  from  strangers  pri\ileged  to  attend.  The  remainder  of  the  space  within  the  Bar  was  filled 
with  benches,  covered  with  scarlet    clotli,  for  peers  who  funned  the   jurv  to    decide    the  fate  of 


TUE   rilEEs'    CUA-MDEi;:    VIEW   FEdJI   THE   WOOLSACK. 
Tile  Kalleries  .it  the  end  are  resevvcil  for  strangers  acd  n:emliere  of  the  Press  ;  those  nt  the  sides  are  for  l.vlies. 

the  prisoner.  The  actual  trial  proved  of  great  interest  to  the  student  of  constitutional  forms,  but 
it  is  of  so  recent  occurrence  that  there  is  no  need  here  to  do  more  than  state  that  it  resulted 
in  a  sentence  of  three  months'  imprisonment  upon  the  Earl  following  upon  his  plea  of  guilty. 
Resuming  our  torn-,  we  come  to  the  Prince's  Chamber,  where  the  Sovereign  is  received  by 
the  leading  nobility  on  great  State  occasions,  such  as  the  opening  of  Parliament.  The  apart- 
ment is  an  ante-room  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  was  originally  intended  to  form  the  ujiper 
end  of  the  Royal  Gallery.  It  is  of  the  same  height  as  that  chamber,  but  of  a  width  wliich 
prevents  a  just  appreciation  of  the  beauty  of  the  smTounding  decorations,  whicli  are  very 
profuse.  The  splendid  marble  statue  group  of  figures  by  3Ir.  J.  Gibson,  R.A..  "Her  most 
Gracious  Majesty  Queen  ^'ictoria,"  sitting  upon  the  throne,  holding  the  sceptre  and  the  laurel 
croum,  supported  by  "  Justice "  and  "  Clemency,"  is  an  attractive  work,  but  bare  and  cold,  and 
out  of  character  with  the    arrangements    of   the    chamber,  giving    it    a    cramped    and  congested 


ini;  i:n',  Ai.  i^Ai.i.i;i;y. 

Here  distinguishej  visitors  aie  lieiiiiittcil  to  see  the  Royal  procession  pass  through  at  the  opening  of  Farliament. 


THE   ROYAL   GALLERY.   AS   FITTED    UP   FOIt   THE   TItlAL   OF    LORD    RUSSELL. 
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apjjcanmce.  Tlie  fireplaces 
are  of  elaborate  desii(ii.  ami 
tlicl.as-n-lii'is.if  :\Ir.  William 
TIhm.,1.  •■Tlic  Ki.'ld  of  the 
Clntl,  ,,f  (i,,!,!.-'  ••Tlir  Escape 
..r  Man  (^iiceii  of  Scots." 
'•The  .Murder  of  Kizzio." 
"  Raleigh's  Chivalrv  to  Queen 
Klizabcth."  and  ntljers  are 
well  \V(irt!i  iiispcctii)ii.  as  alxi 
are  the  fuU-lengt  li  portraits 
I  if  Sovereigns  of  England  and 
their  consorts.  TIk^  ceiling 
of  the  apartment  is  dark  lilue 
with   gold-work. 

The  Pekks'  Chamber. 
If  the  visitor  enters  one 
of  the  doors  on  either  side 
of  the  Prince's  Chamber  and 
takes  his  stand  in  the  Peer>' 
charabei-,  he  will  have  a  strik- 
ing coup  d'oeil  presented  to 
him.  The  beauty  of  the 
THE  ruiNci:s  ciiAMiii:!:,  architecture,  the  perfect    pro- 

Wliere  the  King  is  receiveil  by  the  leading  nobility,  no  stianj;:ei-s  beinjx  permitted  to  be  laesent.  V)OrtioUS    of    the     chamber     the 

gorgeous  decorations  and  embellishments,  and  the  exf|nisite  harmony  of  the  coloming  all  go  to 
make  up  a  picture  of  a  very  impressive  kind.  To  lie  \ie\ved  at  its  best  the  splendid  apartment 
must  be  seen,  as  it  was  recently,  when  the  ,So\ereign.  in  the  fullest  regal  state,  attends  to  open 
Parliament  iu  person.  The  sjjectacle  then  presented  excels  in  stately  magniiicence  anything 
that  this,  or  probably 
any  other,  country  has 
to  show.  All  exact 
description  of  the 
ceremony  will  be 
given  in  a  subsequent 
chapter,  and  mean- 
while we  may  supi>ly 
som  e  further  p  a  r  - 
ticulars  of  the  leading 
structural  and  decora- 
tive features  of  this, 
the  culminating  effort 
of  Parry's  genius  for 
design. 

The  dimensions 
of  the  chamber  are 
92  by  48  feet,  the 
height  being  about 
the     same     as     the 

,  ,    ,        mi  11  THE   B.\R   OF   THE   llnUSE   OF   I.eRIl: 

breadth.  The  excellent 

In  the  enclosed   space  the   Speaker  stands  when  attendiiiG:    Ihc   Ipper   Ui 

use  made  of  the  area  stand  behind  him. 


the  Commons 
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'•MOSES  BRIXGIXG   DOWN  TH'E  TABLES   OF   THE   LAW,"    BY   J.    E.    HERBERT,    R.A. 
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TAIXTIXG    IN    THE   PEERS'    ROBINO-ROOM  :  ' 

■THE  JUDGMENT   OF   DANIEL,"  BY  J.   E.    HERBERT,   R.A. 
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"Siiivit  of  Justice,"  hy  D.  Maclise,  E.A.  "Spirit  of  Cliivahy,"  l)y  D.  Maclise,  R.A.  "  Spirit  of  Religion,"  bj  J.  C.  Horsley,  A.R.A. 

FnESCOES   OVEK   TIIU   PTUAXGERS    GALLEKY   IN   THE  HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

of  4,140  feet  at  the  command  of  the  architect  gives  the  appearance  of  a  nmcli  hirt,rfr  hall.  No 
massive  chandeliers  or  lustres  interrupt  the  view  of  the  elegant  ceiling,  which  is  liuilf  perfectly 
horizontal,  with  massive  ribs  carved  and  gilded,  and  divided  into  compartments  and  panels  of 
sub-divisions;  at  the  intersecting  points  are  pendants,  which  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  design. 
Tlie  historical  devices  which  figure  upon  the  ceiling  are  of  great  beauty.  Regal  crowns  and  lioyal 
monograms  are  appropriately  painted  at  the  throne  end,  while  at  other  parts  cognisances  of 
the  earlier  monarchs  are  represented  -the  white  hart  of  Eichard  II.,  the  sun  of  the  House 
of  York,  the  crown  in  a  bush  of  Heiu-y  VII.,  the  falcon,  the  dragon,  and  the  gi-eyhound,  the 
lion  passant  of  England,  the  lion  rampant  of  Scotland,  the  harp  of  Ireland.  Sceptres  and  orbs, 
the  scales  of  justice,  ecclesiastical  mitres  and  croziers,  etc.,  all  find  a  jilacc  among  the  paintings 
of  the  panelling  above.  The  United  Kingdom  is  not  alone  represented,  for  devices  can  he 
seen  of  the  pomegranate  of  Castile,  the  portcullis  of  Beairfort,  the  lily  of  France,  and  shields  with 
the  armorial  bearings  of  counties  which  composed  the  Saxon  He2>tarchy.  The  whole  ceiling 
is  a  study  of  heraldic  art.  A  soft,  mellow  light  is  obtained  in  the  daytime  by  means  of  stained 
glass  windows  on  each  side  of  the  House,  extending  nearly  from  the  roof  more  than  half-way 
down  towards  the  floor.  Upon  the  windows  are  rich  paintings  representing  the  Kings  and 
Queens,  arranged  in  chronological  order  and  divided  into  sections,  of  Royal  lines  of  England 
and  Scotland,  and,  after  the  Union,  of  the  crown  of  (ireat  ]5vitaiii.  I'clow  the  windows  is 
an  oak  panelling  supplying  exquisite  specimens  of  the  art  of  wood-carving,  and  along  the 
sides  of  the  House  nuis  a  light  gallery  with  a  single  row  of  seats  supported  by  an  elegantly 
designed  I'ailing  of  brasswork.  The  entrance  to  this  gallerv  is  liy  doors  in  the  oak  ]ianelling. 
and   here  at   times  distinguished   lady   \isitois   wafcli   the  proceedings   below.      The   ladies'    of  the 

'  Occasionally,  however,  the  presence  of  ladies  has  a  disconceiting  effect  upon  noble  oiators,  as  witness  the 
following  extract  from  Lord  Maliuesbury's  memoirs:  "The  number  of  ladies  who  attended  the  debate  (on  Lord 
Ellenborough's  want  of  confidence  motion,  May  12th,  1855)  created  great  displeasure  among  the  peers.  Lord 
Ellenborough  said  that  it  rcade  him  nervous;  and  Lord  Lyndhurst  positively  refused  to  .speak,  saying  that  the 
House  looked  like  a  casino,  and  not  a  place  where  business  is  transacted.  Lord  Redesdale  was  also  very  angry, 
as  the  ladies  overflowed  from  the  gallery  into  the  House.  This  invasion  will,  I  fear,  lead  to  more  stringent  and 
less  agreeable  arrangements  in  future." 


Detailed    Description    of    the    House    of    Lords 
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Eoyal  Family  and  other  distinguished  visitors  may  upon  occasions  of  interest  be  seen  seated 
in  this  gallery,  no  objection  being  entertained  in  the  L'pper  House  to  the  visible  presence 
of  the  fair  sex.  At  the  north  end  of  the  House,  immediately  above  the  Bar  and  facing  the 
throne,  are  built  convenient  galleries  for  strangers  (who  are  admitted  upon  the  orders  of  peers) 
and  for  the  representatives  of  the  Press.  Behind  these  galleries,  within  three  archwavs,  are 
painted  frescoes,  "The  Spirit  of  Justice"  and  "The  Spirit  of  Chivalry,"'  by  D.  ^laclise,  E.A., 
and  "The  Spirit  of  Religion,"  by  J.  C.  Horsley,  A.E.A. 

The  floor  presents  to  the  spectator  three  divisions,  the  upper  and  lower  sections  occu2)ying 
tlie  entire  width  of  the  House.  The  former,  as  we  ha\e  seen,  is  entirely  taken  up  by  the 
throne  and  canopy,  while  the  other  end,  under  the  Strangers'  Gallery,  forms  a  space  below  the 
Bar,  and  is  technically  outside  the  precincts  of  the  chamber.  Here  during  the  sitting  of 
the  House  strangers  having  the  entree  are  allowed  to  stand,  and  a  limited  niimber  of  chairs 
are  placed  for  ladies,  who  are  admitted  upon  the  personal  application  of  members  of  either 
House  to  tVie  Yeoman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  who  is  seated  close  to  the  Bar,  and  has  charge 
of  the  arrangements  of  this  portion  of  the  House.  In  the  body  of  the  House,  comprising  the 
central  division,  is  placed,  in  front  of  the  woolsack,  the  table  at  which  the  Clerk  of  the 
J'arliaments  and  his  colleagues  are  seated.  The  remaining  space  on  the  floor  is  filled  U])  liv 
cross  benches,  and  at  each 
side  five  rows  of  other  seats 
rise  in  an  elevated  position 
to  the  side  walls.  Noble  lords 
who  are  members  of  the 
Government,  and  their  su[i- 
porters,  sit  at  the  right  of 
the  throne,  and  the  Opposition 
peei's  upon  the  left.  The  cross 
benches  are  reserved  for  those 
who  have  no  pronouncoil 
political  opinions,  and  upon 
ordinary  occasions  may  here 
be  seen  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
^^'ales  and  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, it  being  contrary  to 
usage  for  peers  of  Royal  blood 
to  identify  themselves  with 
either  political  party. 

Leaving  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  massive  brass  gates 
at  the  doorways  and  the 
standards  used  for  lighting 
purposes  afford  a  welcome 
relief  to  the  eye  from  the 
sombreness  of  the  Peers' 
Loljby,  which  is  used  as  a 
cloak-room.  To  the  right  are 
passages  leading  to  the  dining- 
rooms,  libraries,  etc.,  and  to 
the  left,  somewhat  out  of  the 
track  we  are  pursuing,  is 
situated  the  Peers'  robing- 
room.  This  apartment  was 
originally  intended  for  a  hall 
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of  justico,  but  was  found  too  small  for  the  purpose.  It  is  n.iw  usnl  for  the  meetings  of 
Koyal  Con)niissions!,  Committees,  cte.  The  frescoes  here,  bv  .1.  I\.  llcrlnit.  H.A..  have  attracted 
considerable  attention  in  the  woild  of  art.  They  illu>trate  "JIunuiH  Justice  and  its 
Development  of  T.,a\v  and  Judgment.''  ■•  .^b]sl•s  luinging  down  the  Tallies  <if  the  Law."  and 
••Till'  Judgment  of  Daniel." 

The  Ce.ntu.vl  JI.all. 
From  the  Peers'  Lobby  a  short  corridor  leads  to  the  Octagon  Hall,  wliich  is  the  centre 
of  the  building,  and  marks  the  division  between  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons. 
Each  of  the  eight  sides  is  beautifully  arched;  the  roof  is  supported  by  massive  beams,  and 
the  windows  are  of  stained  glass.  Over  the  archways  north  and  south,  leading  respectively  to 
the    House    of  ('oninidns    and  House  of  Lords,  are    glass    mosaic    ])ictures    of  the    ]i;itron    saints 


THE   CESTRAL   HALL,    SHOWIXC    THE   LAST   STATUE   OF   MR.    GLADSTONE. 
The  doov  'behind  it  is  the  eutranco  to  the  Strangers'  Gallerj  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

of  St.  George  and  St.  Da\id,  the  work  of  Sir  E.  J.  Poynter,  P.R.A.,  and  other  similar  works. 
St.  Andrew  and  St.  Patrick  will,  when  finished,  find  a  place  upon  the  alternate  recesses  of  the 
walls.  The  Central  Hall  is  used  principally  as  a  waiting  place  for  strangers  wishing  to  interview 
members,  or  seeking  admission  to  the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  entrance  to  which 
is  in  one  of  the  corners.  In  this  hall,  at  times  of  political  excitement,  animated  crowds  may 
sometimes  be  seen  waiting  till  the  small  hours  of  the  morning  to  learn  the  first  news  of  an 
important  division  expected  to  take  place  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Round  the  hall  are 
statues  of  deceased  statesmen  of  modern  times — Earl  Kussell.  Earl  Granville,  Sir  Stafford 
Xorthcote,  and  the  Eight  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone.  The  last  named  is  a  lifelike  representation  of 
the  popular  statesman,  standing  in  a  characteristic  attitude.  It  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
the  statuary  of  the  Palace. 

The  encaustic  tile  pavement  of  this  hall  and  the  corridors  is  sjieeially  noticeable.     Inscrijitions 
and  mottoes  are  freely  introduced.     The  most  conspicuous  is  that  in  the  Central   Hall,  where  the 
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\  isitor.  as  lie  paces  the  floor,  reads : 
••  l'",xi('pt  the  I^ord  keep  the  house 
their  labour  is  but  lost  that  build  it.'' 

Passing  under  the  eastern  arch- 
way of  the  hall  a  passage  gives  access 
lo  a  small  lower  waiting  hall  at  the 
loot  of  the  staircase  leading  to  the 
ujiper  storv  of  the  building,  where  the 
cnmniittee-i-ooms  are  situated.  On 
the  first  landing  of  this  staircase  a 
-tatiie  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Barrv, 
tlie  ai'chitect  of  the  Palace,  is  placed 
ill  a  position  strangely  inappropriate 
;iii(l  unworthy  of  the  man  who 
devoted  the  greater  jiart  of  his  life  to 
designing  this  great   pile. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  Centi-al 
Hall,  on  a  slightly  lower  level,  is  St. 
Stephen's  Hall.  This  occupies  the 
lutual  site  of  the  old  St.  .Stephen's 
Chapel,  in  which  the  House  of 
t'cimmons  met  for  three  hundred  years. 
In  the  hall  brass  tablets  indicate  the 
]iositions  occupied  by  the  Speaker's 
<  'hair  and  the  table  of  the  old  Hou^e. 
Tlie  actual  table  designed  by  Sir 
( 'liristopher  Wren  in  1707,  and  saved 
liom  the  fire  in  1834,  is  now  to  be 
seen  in  the  members'  tea-room,  it 
having  been  jilaced  there  at  the 
suggestion  of  Sir  Eeginald  F.  D. 
Palgrave,  K.C.B.,  late  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  locating  the  positions  of  historic 
interest  in  connection  with  the  old  building  and  the  new. 

Compared  with  other  parts  of  the  Palace,  St.  Stephen's  Hall  is  plain  as  regards  decoration, 
but  although  no  paintings  are  to  be  seen  upon  the  walls,  round  the  hall  are  marble  statues 
of  bygone  statesmen  who  have  taken  their  share  in  the  Parliamentary  warfare  of  previous 
generations.  The  visitor  is  confronted  with  the  effigies  of  Hampden.  Walpole,  Chatham, 
Burke,  Fox,  Pitt,  and  Grattan,  with  others  who  have  thundered  out  their  eloquence  almost 
upon  the  spot  upon  which  he  is  standing,  and  though  unpretending  and  simple,  the  apartment 
in  point  of  historic  interest  ranks  higher  than  any  part  of  either  House  of  Parliament. 

Passing  for  a  few  moments  out  of  the  western  door,  we  stand  upon  the  flight  of  steps 
in  front  of  the  large  stained  glass  window,  and  obtain  a  fine  view  of  Westminster  Hall. 


STATUE    OF 
ri.icecl  at  the  foot  of  the  st 


ase  leiuling  to  the  i 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

DETAILED  DESCRIFTIOX  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  CO^LMOXS. 

From  the  Central  Hall  the  visitor  approaches  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  corridor  to 
the  left  as  be  enters  from  St.  Stephen's  Hall.  During  the  sittings  of  the  House  admission 
is  jealously  guarded  by  two  experienced  police  constables,  who  have  strict  orders  to  allow  no 
unauthorised  person  to  enter.  It  may  be  noted  in  passing  that  the  whole  of  the  precincts  and 
approaches  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  are  guarded  by  the  civil  authorities,  contrary  to 
the  custom  which  obtains  in  most  foreign  senate  houses,  where  the  military  are  much  in 
evidence.  This  arrangement  is  by  no  means  accidental,  for  it  is  a  fixed  principle  of  the 
Constitution  that  armed  soldiers,  theoretically  servants  of  the  Sovereign,  must  not  be  i:)ermitted 
to  control  any  of  the  proceedings  of  the  peojDle's  representatives.  The  historic  incident  already 
narrated   of  the   attempted  arrest   of  the   five   members  by  Charles   I.  will   occur   to   mind    in 
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EL_ - 

BUST   Oi''   LORD   ItAXDOLPH  CHURCHILL, 

Placed  on   llie   n-.embers'  stiiiaise  of  the  House 
ot  CoiiiDioiis. 


ihis  cDinicctidii.  'I'll  the  iiiiwaiTiUitiiblo  intrusion  of  tlic 
iiiisguiiU'd  SliKirl  KiiiL,r  was  in  large  measure  due  the  sul)se- 
(|uent  Kevohit  inn.  Inciilentally  it  e>tat)lislie(l  inoi'e  tirnily 
tlie  practice  (if  civil  su[ier\  isinn  ol'  tlie  legishiti\e  ])reciiicts: 
so  tliat  even  now  an  order  goes  forth  at  the  upening  ot 
everv  session  ihiecting  the  Coiniiiissioner  of  Police  to  watch 
'M-r  tlie  conM'nience  of  meniiiers  coming  to  and  going 
om  St.  Stephen's,  an  order  respondeil  to  iiy  the  despatch 
111  an  experienced  lunly  of  picked  men  of  the  A  llivision. 
who  discharge  their  duties  with  unfailing  tact  and  discretion 
under  the  supervision  of  an  officer  of  long  experience. 

The  Commons  corridor  contains  the  final  series  of 
frescoes,  among  them  being  "The  Last  Sleep  of  Argvll."" 
•  Monk  Declaring  for  a  Free  Parliament,''  and  "The 
Acquittal  of  the  Seven  Bishops."  Passing  them,  the  visitor 
enters  the  Lobby,  a  description  of  which  has  been  given  in 
another  chapter.  To  the  right  of  the  Lobby  is  the  Liln-ary 
corridor,  and  here  we  notice  ranged  along  tlie  walls  rows  of 
oak-panelled  lockers,  which  are  allotted  one  to  each  member, 
and  used  for  keeping  private  documents.  At  the  end  of 
this  corridor  is  a  passage  leading  to  the  Speaker's  offices. 
and  a  staircase  which  gives  access  to  the  smoking-room, 
where  friends  of  members  are  admitted.  In  this  room  some 
years  ago  a  scene  of  rare  interest  took  plact'.  It  happened 
that  one  evening  a  well-known  member  had  been  entertaining  at  the  House  a  small  party, 
among  them  a  thought-reading  expert,  who  at  tliat  time  was  creating  a  considerable  stir 
in    London    societv.       The    idea    suggested    itself   to    some    one    that    a    demonstration    in    the 

smoking-room  would  be  a  pleasant  way  of  passing 
a  dull  evening.  To  another  the  e\-en  lia]i)iier 
notion  occurred  of  getting  the  late  ^Ir.  (ilad>tnne 
to  jcin  in  the  seance.  It  was  a  somewhat  startling 
proposal,  but  with  th(>  exercise  of  dijilomacv  it 
was  snccessfuUy  carried  throirgh.  At  tlie  appointed 
hour  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  was 
then  Premier,  duly  appeared  in  the  smoking-room, 
a  part  of  the  House  which  the  oldest  member  never 
remembered  seeing  him  in  previously.  In  his  eager, 
impulsive  fashion  he  entered  into  the  sjiirit  of 
the  thing,  and  after  witnessing  with  interest  the 
expjeriments  upon  others,  handed  himself  over  to  the 
thought-reader  for  the  exercise  of  his  powi'rs.  It 
was  not  an  entirely  successful  demonstration.  Indeed, 
the  operator  confessed  freely  that  he  had  never  had 
a  more  difficult  suliject.  The  incident,  however, 
created  much  amtisement,  and  served  the  useful 
piu'pose  of  providing  a  subject  for  small  talk  for  days 
afterwards. 

Ketracing  our  steps  to  the  corridor,  we  notice  at 
the  head  of  the  stairs  the  news[)aper-room,  separated 
by  folding  doors  from  the  tea-room,  whei-e  are  hung 
a  nnnilier  of  ancient  prints  showing  the  old  Palace 
of  Westminster,  the  be(iuest  of  Sir  William  Fraser.  M.P. 


ME.   HKXRY   1).    EUSKIXK,    C.V.O., 

The  Scigffiint-at-Arms  of  tlio  House  ot  Coiunions  and  G 
ot  the  Robes  to  his  .Majesty  the  King. 
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At  the  cxtrciiic  riid  of  the  CMivriilnr  is  tlio 
Miiti'  (if  I'lxiiiis  wliicli  ciiiiiiirisc  the  l.ilirarv, 
;i  lull  irl'i-ii'iicr  to  which  is  made  in  a  special 
i'lKi|itci'.  'I'mniiig  Ijiick  and  proceeding  again 
to  the  Jjilihy.  we  see  the  members'  private 
staiicasc.  which  affords  a  direct  outlet  from 
the  Commons  to  tlie  Cloisters  and  cloak-room 
(111  the  gvoimd  floor,  and  gives  access  besides 
to  Westminster  Hall,  the  >?tar  Cliamber 
t-ourtyard.  and  >>ew  Palace  "i'ard.  Jn  the 
cl(_>al<-riii)m  tlio  now  familiar  tape  machines 
are  at  work  bringing  the  latest  news  from  the 
outer  world.  Another  comparatively  modern 
innovation  is  a  room  set  apart  for  secretai-iid 
work.  Here  busy  members  contrive,  in  tlie 
intervals  of  their  legislative  labours,  to  transact, 
with  tlie  aid  of  private  secretaries,  a  con- 
sidcralile  aiuoimt  of  urgent  work,  both  con- 
nected with  their  Parliamentary  duties  and 
their  jirivate  business.  Tyiiewriters  are  avail- 
alile  in  the  building,  and  the  telephone  is 
also  at  hand,  so  that  it  is  possible  for  an 
active  legislator  to  make  the  utmost  use  of  his 
leisure.  A  further  concession  to  the  spirit  of 
progress  which  has  been  made  of  late  years 
is  the  provision  along  the  side  of  the  Star 
Chamber  court  of  a  convenient  place  for  the 
storage  of  bicycles,  these  modern  means  of 
locomotion  being  used  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  members.  Special  accommodation  for  motors 
has  yet  to  be  supplied,  but  doubtless  it  will 
be  forthcoming  in  the  not  distant  future. 
Upon  the  members'  staircase  are  marble  busts  of  the  late  ^Ir.  W.  H.  Smith  and  the 
lamented  Lord  Eandolph  Churchill.  The  latter  effigy  is  placed  upon  an  elevated  pedestal 
close  to  the  wall,  and  is  a  lifelike  repi-esentation  of  the  statesman  in  his  official  robes  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  artist  has  happily  caught  the  expression  of  the  noble 
lord  when  in  his  prime,  and  the  figure  seems  to  look  down  upon  the  spot  he  so  frecpiently 
passed. 

At  the  door  of  the  Legislati\'e  Chamber,  the  cpiaint  hooded  chairs  of  the  doorkeepers  are 
placed  ;  here  sit  the  two  imjiortant  officers  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  guarding  the  enti-ance  to 
the  House.  Their  duties  are  of  a  responsible  nature.  The  face  of  every  member  is  known  to 
them,  and  their  vigilant  eyes  are  always  on  the  alert  lest  any  strangers  should  attempt  to  pass 
through  the  doorway.  The  chief  doorkeeper  has  fitted  by  the  side  of  his  chair  a  handle,  by 
which  electrical  communication  is  made  with  all  parts  of  the  building  when  a  division  is 
called,  bells  ringing  for  two  minutes,  while  the  sand-glass  on  the  table  of  the  House  runs 
down.  He "  also  heralds  the  ajiproach  of  Black  Eod  when  that  functionary  appears  to  summon 
the  Commons  to  the  Lords,  and  calls  aloud,  ''Make  way  for  the  Speaker!"  when  that  high 
personage  passes  out  of  the  House.  The  door  is  of  massive  oak,  and  on  one  of  the  panels 
a  small  grating  can  be  uncovered  from  within,  to  enable  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  issue 
directions  when  a  division  is  proceeding  and  the  door  closed  and  locked.  The  stone  archway 
of  the  door  is  finely  carved,  and  concealed  electric  lights  bring  into  prominence  the  minute 
work  of  the  scnl]itor. 


roin  a-pholo  In,  Sir  Bciijuiuui  Slo,ie,  21. P 


PART   OP   THE   CLOISTER  OF   ST.    STEPHEN'S  CHAPEL,  * 

Xow  used  as  a  cloak-room  for  members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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xi::\vsrAPKr.-uiioM,  iiorsi:  or  ti'.MJinNs. 
The  paiiei^  .ire  .arranged  upon  staiuU  in  Tarious  pait^  o{  the 


On  passing  into  the  House  tlie  visitor  is  struck  by  its  small  and  impretentious  appearance 
in  conijjarison  with  the  magnificence  of  the  gilded  Upper  House.  As  regards  the  seating 
accommodation,  although  at  times  some  incon\enience  may  be  felt,  the  general  arrangements 
are  deemed  sufficient,  for  a  larger  House  would  look  desolate  witli  a  small  attendance  of 
members,  and,  moreover,  the  important  question  of  the  acoustic  pro2)ertics  hail  to  be  carefully 
considered  in  fixing  the  size.  In  the  House  as  at  present  constructed,  any  member  speaking 
can  be  heard  without  difficulty,  and  the  strain  upon  an  orator  is  minimised.  As  to  the  want  of 
embellishment,  the  House  of  Commons,  it  should  be  remembered,  is  designed  for  conducting  the 
business  of  the  nation,  while  the  House  of  Lords  is  the  scene  of  functions  in  which  display  and 
ceremony  play  a  conspicuous  part.  But  with  all  its  limitatinns  the  J{ou>e  of  Commons 
chamber  is  really  a  handsome  apartment.  It  is  of  tlie  same  widlh  and  height  as  the  Lords, 
without  any  cross  benches  in  the  body  of  the  House.  The  n>ws  of  dark  green-covered  seats,  with 
tlie  wide  gangway  in  the  centre,  rise  with  an  easy  gradient  on  each  side,  and  the  galleries  along 
the  sides  take  off  any  appearance  of  bareness.  The  fine  ricli  oak  woodwork,  tlie  coloured 
decorations  of  the  panels  round  the  galleries,  and  the  relief  of  the  bright  brasswork  at  pai'ts 
give  the  impression  of  stability  and  usefulness.  Tlie  Speaker's  Cliair.  Iniilt  of  elegantly  carved 
oak,  with  the  massive  hood  above,  is  traditional  in  its  constructinii.  and  the  table  of  the  House, 
also  planned  like  those  formerly  used,  occupy  a  largi^  space  of  tin-  Hour.  At  the  table  sits  the 
Clerk  of  the  Hcnise.  in  wig  and  gown,  with  the  two  assistant  clerks  beside  him.  Buoks  fm- 
quick  reference  are  upon  the  table,  and  at  the  end  the  niac<'  is  placed  in  full  \  lew  of  all 
present,  while  at  either  side  of  the  mace  are  large  brass-clamped  boxes  in  which  are  deposited 
the  Eoll  of  Parliament  signed  by  members  upon  taking  the  oath.  The  box  on  the  ^linisterial 
side  of  the  House,  to  the  right  of  the  Speaker,  is  exactly  opposite  the  seat  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  who  when  sjieaking  frequently  strikes  emphatically  the  wood  to  enforce  his 
arguments.  ^Marks  of  the  signet  rings  worn  by  ^Ir.  Gladstone  are_  still  to  be  seen— an 
evidence  of  the  "force''  of  his  arguments. 
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The  chair  of  the  &'ergeant-at-Aniis.  near  the  B,:r,  ii^  always  occupied  by  that  officer  or  his 
deputy  when  the  House  is  sitting.  He  is  responsible  for  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  House 
in  case  of  disorder  arising,  and  he  carries  the  mace  to  and  from  the  House,  and  into  his  charge 
otfenders  against  the  rules  or  dignity  of  the  House  are  committed,  be  being  their  custodian 
while  they  occupy  the  prison  house,  built  in  the  lower  jiart  of  the  great  Clock  Tower. 

The  galleries  for  members  running  along  the  sides  of  the  House  under  the  large  windows 
are  chiefly  used  when  the  House  is  crowded,  but  it  is  contrary  to  custom  to  speak  from  this 
position,  though  uf)on  occasions  members  have  astonished  the  House  by  standing  up  and 
asking  questions  of  jMinisters,  who  have  replied  to  them.  At  the  end  of  these  galleries,  close 
to  that  of  the  Press,  seats  are  allotted  for  the  Chaplain  of  the  House  and  the  Speaker's  private 
secretary,  and  near  the  end,  joining  the  Distinguished  Strangers'  and  Peers'  Galleries,  clerks  and 
officers  of  the  House  by  usage  may  occupy  seats. 

The  Peers'  Gallery  is  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House,  and  runs  from  the  clock  in 
the  centre  to  the  west  wall.  The  King,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  was  not  an  infiequent  visitor, 
and  occupied  the  seat  of  honour  over  the  clock.  Ambassadors,  judges,  and  other  privileged 
personages  are  accommodated  in  the  front  gallery,  running  from  the  centre  to  the  east  wall, 
and  immediately  behind  them  seats  are  found  for  other  distinguished  visitors,  admission  to  these 
galleries  being  controlled  by  the  Speaker.  The  remaining  part  of  the  gallery,  providing  one 
hundred  and  fifty  seats,  is  for  strangers,  who  are  admitted  on  personal  application  to  the  Speaker's 
secretary  by  a  member  of  the  House.  Behind  the  gallery  may  be  noticed  a  screen  similar  to  that 
at  the  other  end  of  the  House  in  front  of  the  Ladies'  Gallery,  and  this  conceals  a  single  row 
of  seats,  also  for  ladies,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  having  the  privilege  of  granting  admission  to  it. 

The  better-known  Ladies'  Gallery  is  divided  into  two  parts.  One  side  is  at  the  disposal 
I  if  the  Speaker's  wife,  who  has  at  her  command  a  number  of  seats  for  personal  friends. 
If.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Wales  and  other  Eoyal  ladies,  wives  of  Cabinet  Ministers,  and  other 
leaders  of  fashion,  usually  have  the  entree.      The  other  parts  of  the  gallery  are  at  the  disjiosal  of 


MEMBERS'    SM0KINi:-E005I,    llnl'^E    of    li'MMoNS 
Games  of  chess  and  draughts  are  played  in  this  toum. 
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members,    but    so    limited    is    tlie   accoinmodatioii    that    a    liallot    for    places  takes  place  a  week 
in  advance. 

Under  the  galleries  on  either  side  of  the  door,  the  back  row  of  seats  below  the  Bar  is 
reserved  for  private  secretaries  of  Ministers  and  chief  permanent  oflficers  of  public  departments, 
whose  aid  is  indispensable  to  the  Ministers.  The  doors  to  these  seats  are  just  at  the  entrance 
and  beside  the  inner  swing-doors  of  the  House.  It  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps  on  tiie 
Jlinisterial  side  of  the  House  that  some  years  ago  a  miscreant  placed  the  dynannte  wliich 
exploded  and  wrecked  a  portion  of  the  House,  bringing  down  the  entire  front  gallery. 

The  ceiling  of  the  House,  horizontal  in  the  centre  and  sloping  at  the  sides  and  ends,  is 
fitted  with  panels  of  pale-colom-ed  glass  and  coloured  designs.  Behind  the  glass  are  the 
lighting  arrangements,  and  the  visitor  at  night  is  struck  with  the  beautiful  way  the  whole 
House  is  lighted.  The  strong  gas-lights,  with  powerful  reflectors,  shine  with  equal  power  through 
the  tinted  glass.  The  ornamental  pendants  have  rings  of  jets  concealed.  Behind  each  pillar 
supporting  the  galleries,  and  in  various  otherwise  dark  corners,  small  electric  lights  are  placed. 
The  whole   effect  is  much    admired.     Xot   a  shadow  is  to  be  seen  ;    no  glare  strains  the  eves ; 

the  appearance  is  that  given 
by  mellow  sunlight.  From 
the  back  of  the  Speaker's 
Chair  a  passage  leads  to 
^linisters'  private  rooms  and 
othcial  residences,  and  there  is 
also  a  jirivate  staircase  giving 
access  to  the  Ladies'  Gallery. 
Surrounding  the  body  of  the 
House  the  division  lobbies 
form  i)art  of  the  main  struc- 
ture. They  are  wide,  com- 
modious, and  well  fitted  up. 
witli  writing-tables  placed 
near  the  bay-windows,  and 
with  bookcases  along  the  walls 
containing  volumes  of  Parlia- 
mentary debates. 

The  method  of  taking  a 
division  of  the  House  is  very 
simple,  yet  most  effective. 
The  question  being  put  from 
the  Chair,  strangers  withdraw  from  below  the  Bar  and  tellers  are  appointed.  The  "Ayes" 
pass  out  behind  the  Speaker's  Chair  into  the  Lobby  on  the  west  side  of  the  House.  The 
"Xoes"  leave  by  the  main  door  near  the  Bar  on  the  east  side,  both  returning  in  the  opposite 
direction  to  which  they  enter,  but  the  House  is  entirely  cleared  before  the  doors  are  opened 
for  members  to  retm-n.  Clerks  take  the  names  of  all  passing  through,  the  names  being 
printed  with  the  votes  and  proceedings.  The  tellers  count  the  numbers  audibly  as  the  members 
pass  them  at  the  doors  to  return  into  the  House,  and,  the  record  agi-eeing  with  the  list  taken 
by  the  clerks,  the  result  is  reported  to  the  House.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  only  since 
1836  have  the  names  of  members  voting  been  published,  and  that  formerly  all  strangers  in 
the  galleries,  including  the  members  of  the  Press,  were  excluded  ;  but,  as  explained  in  the 
chapter  on  the  history  of  the  admission  of  the  Press,  the  days  of  secrecy  have  gone  by,  and 
publicity  in  the  full  light  of  public  opinion  takes  the  place  of  mystery. 


UKASD   STAIECASE,   HOUSE   OP  C01I.yOXS. 
Used  by  members  only.    The  entrance  is  in  Westminster  Hall. 
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The  tellers  stand  at  the  end  of  the  Lobby  and  count  the  number  of  members  passing  through. 
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As  members  pass  the  desk  their  names  are  registered  by  clerks. 
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CHATTER    XX. 

THE   LinUARY. 

A  FEATIT!F,  of  the  House  of  Commons  little  kno\\7i  outside,  but  kec^uly  appreciaterl  ■nitliiii. 
is  the  Library.  Located  in  a  fine  suite  of  rooms  on  the  main  floor,  overlooking  the  river,  it  is 
a  favoured  retreat  of  the  more  studious  members,  who  find  it  possible  to  associate  their  legis- 
lative labours  with  a  certain  amount  of  literary  or  research  work.  There  are  many  strange 
things  about  the  Houses  of  Parliament;  but  perhaps  the  strangest  is  that  until  well  into  the 
nineteenth  century  the  House  had  nothing  which  could  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  Library. 
What  the  famous  orators  of  other  days,  the  Walpoles,  the  Pulteneys,  and  the  Pitts,  did  without 
such  an  arsenal  of  fact  at  their  elbows  as  a  well-selected  collection  of  books  is,  it  is  difficult 
now  to  imagine.  Maybe  in  that  period  of  political  oratory  there  was  little  of  real  speech- 
preparing  in  the  legislative  precincts.  The  tii  quoque  line  of  ijolitical  argument  had  then 
not  attained  to  the  high  development  it  has  since  reached,  and  there  was  existing  none  of 
the  oratorical  material  from  which  weaj)ons  could  be  fashioned  to  confuse  and  confute  an 
ojijionent. 

Whatever  the  cause  of  the  neglect,  it  is  an  indubitable  fact  that,  except  in  an  informal, 
irregular  fashion,  no  such  institution  as  a  Library  existed  until  1818.  In  that  year  it  seems 
to  have  occm'red  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  it  ought  to  provide  some  system  by  which 
members  might  consult  Parliamentary  papers  and  other  works  of  reference.  Its  sense  of  its 
intellectual    deficiency    was     stimulated    by    the     fact,    set    forth    in    the    preface    to    the    first 
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catalogue,  issued  in  1830,  that  the  books  required  for  the  use  of  Select  Committees,  consisting 
of  Acts  of  Parliament  and  joiu-nals,  sessional  rep<;>rts  and  papers,  had  accumulated  in  such 
quantity  that  they  %Tere  not  readily  accessible.  The  plain  need  was  for  an  official  Librarian 
who  would  take  charge  of  and  classify  such  books  as  were  already  in  the  possession  of  the 
authorities,  and  deal  with  additions  which  might  subsequently  be  made.  Such  a  gentleman 
was  found  in  the  person  of  Mv.  Benjamin  Spiller,  who  held  the  app)ointment  for  a  good  many 
years.  At  the  outset  the  Library  was  housed  in  a  small  room,  known  as  '•  the  Speaker's 
Chamber,"  some  seventeen  feet  six  inches  long  by  sixteen  feet  nine  inches  wide.  It  was  situated 
between  Bellamy's  coffee-room  and  the  smoking-room,  and,  seeing  the  free  and  easy  manners 
which  then  prevailed,  it  could  not  have  been  a  very  delectable  place  for  the  studious  member. 
As  much  as  this  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  official  literatm-e  on  the  subject  ;  members  seem 
to  have  lieen  in  the  habit  of  dropping  in  fi-om  one  or  other  of  the  resorts,  bringing  with 
them  no  doubt  the  atmosphere  and  manners  of  those  establishments.  Owing  to  this  cause 
a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  in  1825,  and  another  a  j'ear  latex%  to  consider  the  question 
of  providing  more  suitable  accommodation.  A  proposal  emanating  from  the  latter  of  these 
bodies  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Library  was  adopted,  and  in  1828  the  building  was  ready 
for  occu[)ation.  So  greatly  was  it  appreciated,  that  before  the  session  was  out  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  felt  constrained  to  bring  forward  a  vote  of  ±'2,000  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  establishment.  The  appetite  of  members  giew  on  what  it  fed  on.  Before  another 
year  was  out,  like  Oliver  Twist,  they  were  asking  for  ■•  more."  Again  two  successive  Select 
Committees  deliberated  upon  the  question  of  perfecting  the  Library.  The  outcome  of  the 
deliberations  was  a  report  recommending  additions  to  the  collection  of  books,  which  was  stated 
to  be  especially  weak  in  works  relating  to  law  and  history.  There  was  certainly  room  for 
improvement,  for  at  the  time  the  entire  library  numbered  only  some  4,500  books,  and  many 
of  these,  no  doubt  the  bulk,  were  official  publications. 

Certain  additions  to  the  stock  were  made  in  consequence  of  the  Committee's  findings,  but  the 
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fire  of  1834,  which  destroyed  the  Library  in  common  with 
the  Legislative  Chambers,  ])ut  an  end  to  the  necessity 
of  dealing  with  the  matter  in  the  form  contemplated. 
It  was  no  longer  a  question  cjf  additions  to  the  stock  of 
books,  but  of  building  up  an  entirely  new  library.  No 
doubt  existed  in  the  minds  of  leading  members  as  to 
what  the  situation  demanded.  The  Select  Committee 
which  sat  in  1835  to  formulate  a  scheme  for  the  build- 
ing of  new  Houses  of  Parliament  in  its  report  included 
rrconuncndations  that  there  should  be  a  Library  consisting 
of  three  rooms,  each  sixty  feet  long,  and  wide  and  lofty 
in  proportion,  and  that  there  should  be  in  addition  ac- 
commodation for  the  Librarian  over  the  Library,  or  cor.- 
tiguous  to  it.  These  directions  were  borne  in  mind  by 
Sir  Charles  Barry  when  he  framed  his  designs.  He  allotted 
a-  considerable  jjortion  of  the  river  frontage  on  the  main 
Hoor  to  four  beautiful  apartments — three  for  the  use  of 
nicmlx'rs  and  one  for  the  Speaker's  private  use.  Subse- 
quent to  the  opening  of  the  new  building  in  1852,  an 
additional  room,  used  at  first  exclusively  as  a  committee- 
room,  was  equijjped  for  the  uses  of  the  Library,  and 
eventually  completely  tiansferred  to  it.  It  is  now  known 
under  the  distinctive  name  of  the  "  map-room."  This  suite  of  apartments  would  have  satisfied 
the  highest  aspirations  of  the  most  ardent  of  bibliophilic  members  of  the  j)re-Reform  times. 
Ample  in  proportions,  lofty  and  airy,  and  possessing,  with  the  attractions  of  a  delightful  outlook, 
the  advantages  of  quiet  and  seclusion,  the  Libraiy  constitutes  perhaps  the  most  desirable 
establishment  of  the  kind  there  is  in  London. 

In  the  daytime  the  rooms  are  the  lightest  part  of  the  building.  The  large  double  windows 
are  so  made  that  perfect  quietude  is  obtained ;  the  temperature  is  kept  in  a  suitable  condition ; 
specially  designed  seamless  carpets   prevent   any  noise  in  walking,  and   the   thousands  of  books 

are  so  conveniently  arranged  tliat  a  new-comer  examining 
tlie  excellent  catalogues  can  at  once  locate  the  particular 
work  he  is  in  search  of.  Not  only  Parliamentary  and 
historii'al  works  of  reference  are  kept,  but  rare  editions  of 
standard  literature  can  be  consulted,  every  book  being 
handsomely  bound.  The  Library  is  under  the  personal 
control  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  Librarian,  ]\Ir.  Ealph  C. 
Walpole,  whose  forbears  for  generations  were  connected 
witli  the  House  of  Commons,  had  had  a  long  experience 
t)f  rarliamentary  service  in  various  departments  of  the 
House  before  receiving  his  present  appointment. 

Apart  from  its  bibliographical  contents,  the  Library 
is  of  special  interest  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  there 
are  to  be  seen  in  its  confines  some  curious  relics  of  the 
past.  Here,  under  a  glass  case,  is  exposed  for  the 
inspection  of  the  visitor  a  long  key,  hinged  in  the 
centre,  supposed  to  have  been  used  by  Guido  Fawkes 
to  obtain  entrance  to  the  vaults  under  the  old  House 
of  Lords  when  be  was  engaged  upon  the  infamous  Gun- 
iiowder  Plot.     It  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  J.  Bech.  M.A., 

IK     Tliu.MAS    EUSKINE    MAY,    K.C.B.     (LORD  '  ,  ,     ,  ^,  ,  ,,,  -n       i\  i       i  i   •  '     i  J 

FARNBOROuGii),  ^"    ^^^    ^^^^    Speaker    {Mr.    Peel),    and    by   him    placed 

For  a  long  iieriod  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons.  in  its  present  positiou.      A  uiore    important  exhibit  is  a, 
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selection  of  the  manuscript  journals  of  the  House  dealing  with  the  period  of  the  Kevolution. 
Three  memorable  episodes  are  chosen  for  illustration.  First  are  shown  the  pages  of  the  journal 
which  were  mutilated  by  James  I.  on  December  18th,  1621,  when,  to  show  his  contempt  of 
the  "Protestation"  of  the  liberties  of  the  House  made  twelve  days  earlier,  he  utterly  annihi- 
lated the  offending  record.  Next  is  displayed  the  journal  entry  concerning  the  attempted 
arrest  of  the  five  members  on  the  benches  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  Charles  I.  on 
January  4th,  1641-2.  Finally  there  is  open  for  inspection  the  page  of  the  journal  which  marks 
the  dispersion  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  Oliver  Cromwell  on  April  20th,  1652.  Eloquent 
memorials  these  of  times  of  stress  and  tribulation  in  the  life  of  Parliament,  and  on  that 
account  of  absorbing  attractiveness.  Not  improbably  the  visitor  who  sees  them  will  be  led 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  great  collection  of  records  of  which  they  form  but  a  very  small  part, 
and  for  his  behoof  the  erudite  Sir  Reginald  Palgrave,  the  late  Clerk  of  the  House,  has  got 
together  some  salient  facts  which  may  be  appropriately  given  here. 

"The  manuscript  journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,"  says  this  authority,  "escaped  the 
great  fire  of  October,  1834,  which  destroyed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ancient  Palace  of 
Westminster.  These  volumes  i-ange  in  series  from  the  year  1547,  the  first  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Edward  YL,  to  the  year  1 800. 

"A  daily  record  of  their  proceedings  is  essential  to  the  being  of  a  Parliament,  and  tlie 
existence  of  journal  books  of  the  House  of  Commons  before  the  year  1547  may  be  accepted 
as  a  certainty,  even  if  evidence  to  that  effect  was  not  afforded  by  the  statute  of  6th  Henry  VIII., 
whicli  enacted  that  those  members  of  Parliament  who  absented  themselves  from  Parliament 
without  the  licence  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  'entered  of  record  in  the  book  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Parliament  appointed  for  the  Commons,  should  be  deprived  of  theu-  wages.' 

"The  two  first  journal  books,  which  contain  the  records  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
the  first  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  to  the  twenty-third  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  known 
to  historical  students  of  three  hundred  years  ago  as  '  Seymom- '  and  '  Onslow,'  the  names  of  the 
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clerks  who  sat,  pen  in  luiinl.  with  tliose  books  before  them  on  the  table  of  the  House;  and 
that  Seymour  may  claim  to  lie  the  most  ancient  of  the  manuscript  journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons  is  attested  by  evidence  reaching   back  in  time  to  the  year   1G41.     The  learned  and 

dilififent  Sir  William  Halewill. 
XS.,  wlio  in  the  year  IGOl   sat  for 

the  Comish  constituency  of 
Bossiney,  states  in  his  book, 
'  The  Manner  how  Statutes 
are  enacted  in  Parliament,' 
published  in  1C41,  that  'the 
volume  containing  the  jom- 
nals  of  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament  for  the  first 
year  of  King  Edward  VI.  is 
the  most  ancient  that  they  have.'  That  the  series  of  the  manuscript  jom-nals  should  close  with 
the  volume  which  records  the  session  of  1800  may  be  attributed,  not  to  oflScial  neglect,  but 
to  what  may  be  termed  natural  causes,  to  that  inevitable  and  most  useful  resort  to  the  printing 
press  which  increases  more  and  more.  .  .   . 

"The  manuscript  journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,  strongly  marked,  esjiecially  in  the 
earlier  volumes,  with  a  picturesque  interest,  possess  no  historical  value,  as  they  were  published 
in  a  printed  form  more  than  a  centuiy  ago.  In  the  year  1742,  acting  on  the  report  of  a 
Select  Committee,  based  on  information  supjilied  by  ]Mi-.  Hardinge,  the  then  Clerk  of  the 
House,  the  Commons  ordered  the  printing  of  their  jom-nals  from  the  commencement  of 
the  manuscript  series,  and  of  complete  indexes  thereto,  both  general  and  glossarial.  The 
undertaking  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Eichardson,  then  in  tlio  fii-^t  I'lo.iin  of  -Pnitn-hi.  or  Virtue 
Rewarded,'  '  a  printer  in  whose 
skill  and  integrity'  j\Ir. 
Hardinge  could  '  confide.'  The 
journals  were  jirinted  in  Roman 
letter  uj)on  'fine  English 
demy,'  worth  Ids.  a  ream ; 
and  the  outlay  tluis  com- 
menced reached  in  the  year 
1825  a  grand  total  of  between 
£160,000  and  £170,000." 

These  references  to  the 
jomuals  recall  the  circum- 
stance that  in  the  Library  is 
perpetuated,  b}'  means  of  a 
bust,  the  meinoiy  of  the  late 
Su-  T.  Erskine'  ]\Iay  (Lord 
Farnborough),  whose  "  History 
of  Parliamentary  Practice,"  based  on  a  lifelong  association  with  the  records  of  the  Parliamentary 
past  and  a  career  of  many  yeai-s  at  the  table  of  the  House,  is  the  standard  authority  on  all 
that  concerns  the  work  of  Parliament.  The  memorial  is  particularly  appropriate  in  the  position 
it  occupies,  as  it  was  as  Assistant  Librarian  from  1831  to  1847  that  this  eminent  official  laid  the 
foundations  of  that  profound  knowledge  of  the  procedm-e  of  Parliament  which  he  subsequently 
turned  to  such  good  account. 


THE   JIANTfCRirT   JOURXALS. 
:ords  of  Ihrce  great  events  during  the  Stuart  peri) 
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A    YEOMAN    OF   THE   GUARD. 

One   of  ihe   famous  corps,  a  dctadimcnt   of  wliicli,  nt   tlic  Opening  of  every  Session,  searches  the 
\'aults  of  llie  Houses  of  i'arliamcnt  for  explosives. 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

BELOW   STAIRS    AT    ST.    STEPHEX'S. 

Those  who  only  know  the  Houses  of  Parliament  as  visitors  hardly  realise  how  immense  is 
the  area  devoted  to  what  may  be  termed  the  domestic  services  of  the  two  Houses.  In 
what,  familiarly  speaking,  may  be  called  the  basement  of  the  Palace  is  quite  a  new  world, 
peopled  with  officials  and  servants  who  never  come  into  the  blaze  of  the  footlights,  but 
who  ne\-ertheless  play  an  important  part  in  the  staging  of  the  great  legislative  drama. 
The  heating,  the  lighting,  and  the  ventilating  arrangements  of  the  vast  building  are  all 
manipulated  from  here ;  and  also  on  this  level  are  the  kitchens,  the  wine-cellars,  and  the 
other  essential  adjuncts  of  that  social  and  festive  side  of  Parliamentary  life  which  has  been 
sketched  in  earlier  chapiters.  Only  the  very  Old  Pai'liamentary  Hands  on  the  stafif  know 
thoroughly  this  locality  in  all  its  many  ramifications.  It  is  a  wondrous  maze  of  passages  and 
courts,  murky  apartment.*,  and  musty  cellars  and  storerooms,  bewildering  in  the  multiplicity  o' 
its  details,  but  an  indispensable  part  of  Barry's  mighty  plan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  opening  day  of  every  session  there  is  a  solemn  function  enacted 
in  these  nether  regions  of  the  Palace.  From  the  Tower  comes  a  detachment  of  Yeomen  of 
the  Guard  in  the  full  glory  of  their  jiicturesque  miiforms.  Attended  by  the  Deputy  Great 
Chamberlain,  the  police  and  other  officials,  they  make  a  close  inspection  of  every  nook  and 
corner  of  the  place  with  intent  to  discover  whether  any  stray  barrels  of  gunpowder  or  dynamite 
bombs  have  been  surreptitiously  pilaced  there  by  evil-doers.  Provided  with  lanterns  and 
carrying  halberds,  the  worthy  Beefeaters  make  their  tour,  which  usually  lasts  nearly  two 
hours.  It  is  terminated  by  a  pleasant  little  ceremony,  in  which  the  Sovereign's  health  is 
drunk  in  a  glass  of   good  wine.       This  custom  dates  from    the  davs  of   the    first  Bellamy,  who 
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From  a  print  published  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  the  plot. 
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Show 
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AN   ETCHING    BV    UEOKGE   CliUIKSHAKK, 

iiu  tin'  iiiii-]iii  iliii  ~  tx,  .i\  It  Iil^■  the  tunnel  from  thu 
111  >  'l,i  Till,,  >  1 1 ,1  M  ii:i  ,i  li\  I  i.,111  prior  to  their  obtaining 
.i.ii  c.l   li.r  ,,il,i    ill, .1.1    III.    Iluuse  of  Lords,    where  the 

\V,kT  WHS  iihlliiiiU.|>    l.hirnl. 


■ll;ir    (if    wiiie.-i     under     llie     did 

Mdii<.       'I  lie    wiirthy    Boniface    winiid 

■liii;;-   ]i.'ulydii    its   riiinids  and    wnuld 

simiile     the    (■iilitelit>    df    tlie     Imttles 

liv     wliirli     they      Weie     h-ui  fi  illlldi'ii.       Whell     the     fire 

(if    is:;-!     didve     Me^rs.     J!eliaiiiy"s    liu>ine-s    out    nf 

the   leeisUiti\e   precincts,   tir^t    to  tiie   vault.s   beneath 

the  Sessions  House  at   Westminster,  and  afterwards 

td    Parliament  Street,   tlie   hospitable  usai,^^  was  not 

discdiitiniied.  a>   it    mieht    ha\e   been.      'J  he   ^'eomen 

\M're    invited    tn    the    tinn's    new    headijiiarters,    and 

tliei'e    I'acb    year    since    they    have    liad    their    cake 

and  wirie  and  toasted  their  Suvereign  with  liec()iniiii( 

enthusiasm. 

It  is,  of  course,  to  (iuido  Fawkes  of  infamous 
memory  tluit  we  are  indebted  for  tliis  annual 
appearance  of  tlie  Yeomen  of  the  (iuanl  at  St. 
Stephen's.  That  historic  conspirator  so  nearly 
succeeded  on  one  memoralile  Fifth  of  November  in 
blowing  the  estates  of  the  realm  in  Parliament  to 
the  skies,  that  it  was  deemed  necessai-y  by  the 
authorities  to  take  the  precaution  of  searching  the 
vaults  prior  to  the  opening  of  every  session,  in 
order  to  pi'eclude  the  possibility  of  e.xplosives  being 
]ilaeed  there.  The  Gunpowder  Plot,  as  it  has  ever  been  familiarly  known,  has  not  the 
fascination  it  once  had  for  the  popular  mind.  Bat  from  the  jilaee  it  occupies  in  I'arlianieiitary 
annals  it  merits  more  than  a  j'fissing  reference  in  a  work  of  this  description.  The  con- 
spiracy had  its  origin  in  the  penal  legislation  against  Roman  Catholics  which  followed  the 
accession    of  James   I.     Brooding  over   the    wrongs    inflicted    upon   their   co-religionists,    a   trio 

of  fanatics  consisting  of  Eobert  Catesby,  John 
Wright,  and  Thomas  Winter  conceived  the  idea  of 
wreaking  a  terrible  vengeance  on  the  King  and 
P'U'liament  which  had  sanctioned  them,  (iuido 
P  iwkes  was  early  initiated  into  the  plot,  as  well 
is  mother  staunch  Roman  Catholic  named  Thomas 
J'  u\  They  both  eagerly  entered  into  the  con- 
sul ixc\,  as  did  others  who  were  at  subsequent 
[(iiodb  invited  to  join. 

The  first  step  towards  the  execution  of  tlie 
dnbolical  scheme  was  taken  on  ^lay  24tli,  1604. 
when  Percy,  acting  under  Catesby's  instructions, 
land  I  tenement  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Old 
Pditf  Yard,  adjoining  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
1 1(  I  being  to  construct  a  mine  to  the  vaults  under 
thit  ajiartment,  A  meeting  of  the  commissioners 
^lipomted  to  discuss  the  terms  of  the  Union  of 
Fnghnd  with  Scotland  temporarily  deranged  the 
t  lU'-]^  u'ators'  plans,  and  it  was  not  until  December 
nth  1004.  that  they  found  themselves  in  a  position 
to  commence  operations.  On  that  day,  having  laid 
in  a  store  of  provisions  to  save  them  froip  the 
necessity  of  "-oinir  abroad,  thev    started  to  excavate. 


AN  ETCHING   BY   GEORGE  CRUIKSHANlv, 


Showing  Guy  Fawkes  laying  the  train  of  gunpowdi 
for  tin  final  act. 


1  readir 
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Their  labours  were  from  time  to  time  intenupted  by  fancied  sounds,  the  creation  of  their 
superstitious  fears ;  but  the  work,  nevertheless,  proceeded  steadily.  For  a  fortnight  the  con- 
spirators, reinforced  by  three  kindred  spirits,  kept  at  their  posts  below  ground,  only  Fawkes, 
who  acted  as  sentinel,  showing  himself  in  public.  About  Christmas  information  was  obtained 
that  Parliament  would  not  meet  until  October  instead  of  in  February,  as  was  originally 
arranged  ;  and  ccmsequently  the  work  was  suspended  and  the  conspirators  separated  for  a  few 
weeks.  \\'lien  they  again  came  together  in  P>bruarv  an  incident  occurred  which  greatly 
facilitated  the  execution  of  their  designs.  This  was  the  renting  from  a  coal-dealer  named 
Bright  of  a  cellar  which  was  actually  below  the  House  of  Lords.  Tlie  acquisition  of  this 
place  i-endered  the  construction  of  the  mine  unnecessary,  and  so,  abandoning  the  excavation, 
the  conspirators  proceeded  to  prejiare  nmre  directly  for  the  carrying  out  of  their  plot.     Thirty- 

"  \xi^nt 

J^rgod  and  nianYjaWecmK.i:i^iredlopxmifii^^^f'^c^^ 


^JttfiV^  ktc/e(ipi^ f^y-Weccion  i^omem^ 

FACSIMILE   OF   THE   LETTER  TO   LORD   MOXTEAGLE, 
The  delivery  of  which  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  plot. 

six  barrels  of  gunpowder  were  brought  across  from  Lambeth  and  stored  in  the  recesses  of  the 
cellar,  and  upon  them  were  placed  faggots  and  rubbish,  so  as  to  conceal  the  tell-tale  store  from 
prying  eyes.  By  ^Lay  all  was  in  readiness  for  the  fatal  stroke,  and  once  more  the  party 
separated.  They  met  again  at  different  times,  and  by  jMichaelmas  the  final  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  the  momentous  day,  which  proved  to  be  November  5th.  Sir  Everard 
Digby,  Ambrose  Eookwood,  and  Sir  P'rancis  Tresham,  who  had  been  brought  into  the  conspiracy, 
were  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  providing  armed  men  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  plotters 
after  the  explosion  had  occurred.  LTpon  P\awkes  de\-olved  the  dubious  honour  of  firing  the 
train  by  means  of  a  slow  match.  It  was  contemplated  that  the  fuse  would  burn  fifteen 
minutes,  sufficiently  long  to  enable  Fawkes  to  cross  the  river  to  Lambeth  and  make  good  his 
escape  to  the  Continent  with  the  good  news  of  the  punishment  of  the  tyrants. 
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So  far.  everything  promised  well  lor  the 
desperate  venture,  and  tiiere  is  small  douht 
that  snecess  would  have  crowned  it,  had  not 
one  or  two  of  the  eonsjiirators  almost  at  the 
la-t  moment  felt  qualms  of  conscience  at  in- 
volving some  of  their  friends  in  the  general 
ruin  which  they  destined  for  Parliament. 
'J'he  advisability  of  informing  these  of  their 
danger  was  discussed,  and  it  was  agreed  that, 
short  of  a  specific  warning,  everything  should 
be  done  to  induce  those  for  whom  concern 
was  felt  to  give  the  House  of  Lords  a  wide 
berth  on  the  opening  of  Parliament.  As  an 
outcome  of  these  deliberations.  Lord  ^lonteagle 
received  on  October  26th  a  letter  in  a  .strange 
handwi-iting  entreating  him  to  absent  himself 
from  attendance  on  the  King  on  November  5th. 
Perplexed  at  the  mysterious  terms  of  the 
communication.  Lord  ilonteagle  '"  repaired  to 
Wliitehall  to  the  Erie  of  Salisbury,  his 
.Alaje-^ty's  principal  Secretary,  whom  he  found 
in  the  com])any  of  the  Lord  Admirall,  the 
Erie  of  Suiiblke,  the  Erie  of  Worcester  and 
lule  of  Northampton,  ready  to  go  to  supper, 
and  then  drewe  the  Erie  of  Salisbury  asyde 
into  another  chamber  and  imparted  to  him 
the  letter."  The  significance  of  the  document 
vvas  quickly  recognised,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  the  chai'acter  of  the  plot  was  divined. 
]3ut  it  was  decided  to  make  no  arrests  until 
the  day  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
when  the  conspirators  would  have  matured 
their  plans.  A  preliminary  search  of  the 
cellars  by  the  Earl  of  Suifolk,  who  was  ac- 
companied on  the  occasion  by  Lord  Monteagle,  aroused  the  suspicions  of  the  conspirator.s,  and 
Fawkes,  on  the  evening  of  November  4th,  went  off  to  give  the  alarm  to  Percy.  Returning 
at  midnight  to  his  post,  he  was  arrested  by  Sir  Thomas  Knyvett,  a  Westminster  magistrate, 
who,  with  an  armed  force,  was  awaiting  him.  The  murder  was  now  out.  It  required  only  a 
brief  examination  of  the  cellar  to  discover  the  barrels  of  gunpowder,  the  slow  match,  and  a 
dai'k  lantern  ready  lighted  for  operations.  Fawkes  was  promptly  taken  to  Whitehall  to  the 
bedchamber  of  the  King,  where  were  assembled  ail  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  and  the  Lord  Admiral.  Here,  after  orders  had  been  given  to  make  all  doors 
fast,  the  prisoner  was  interrogated.  ISIaiutaining  a  defiant,  almost  a  truculent,  demeanour,  he 
replied  to  the  questions  put  to  him  with  remarkable  sang-froid.  He  declined  to  state  who 
were  his  fellow-conspirators,  and  said  that  his  only  regi-et  was  that  the  explosion  had  not 
taken  place.  Asked  by  the  King  whether  he  did  not  regret  his  attack  on  the  Royal  Family, 
he  observed  that  desjjerate  diseases  required  dangerous  remedies.  A  Scotch  noble  inquired 
why  he  had  prepared  so  many  barrels  of  gunpowder.  "  To  blow  Scotchmen  back  to  Scotland," 
returned  the  imperturbable  Fawkes.  Perceiving  that  nothing  was  to  be  got  out  of  the  prisoner, 
the  King  committed  him  to  the  Tower.  There  other  and  more  effectual  means  were  adopted 
to  secure  the  information  required.  Put  to  the  torture  of  the  rack,  Fawkes  broke  down 
comjiletely.      He  confessed  everything,  afterwards  setting  his  trembling  hand    to    the    document 


AN  ARCH   OP   THE  CELLAR   UNDER   THE   OLD   HOFSE   OP 
LORDS   IN   WHICH   THE   GUNPOWDER  WAS   PLACED   BY   GUT 
FAWKES   AND   HIS   BROTHER  CONSPIRATORS. 
The  photograph  is  from  the  original  arch  re-erected  in  the  .Sir  John 
Soane  Sruseuni. 
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upim  wliicli  his  statements  were  recorded.  Subsequently,  on  January  27th,  1G05-6,  in 
company  with  six  other  conspirators,  he  was  arraigned  before  a  special  commission  on  the 
charge  of  high  treason  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  condemned  to  death.  Sir  Everard  Digby  was 
afterwards  brought  to  trial  separately  and  condemned.  On  January  olst  Fawkes,  Winter, 
Kookwood,  and  Keyes  were  brought  to  Old  Palace  Yard, 
where,  on  a  scaffold  erected  immediately  opposite  the  scene 
of  their  crime,  they  were  executed  with  the  terrible  ac- 
companiments which  were  then  associated  ^yith  the  traitor's 
doom.  Thus  closed  an  episode  which  has  perhaps  left  a 
more  vix'id  impression  irpon  the  popular  imagination  tlian 
any  other  event  in  Parliamentary  history. 

After  this  somewhat  lengthy  reference  to  the  great  plot, 
the  memory  of  which  is  so  curiously  preserved  in  the  cere- 
mony of  search  by  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  we  may    say 

something  about  the  purely  modern  aspects  of  this  Underground  St.  Stephen's.  First  and  fore- 
most to  claim  our  notice  are  the  ai'rangements  for  ventilation.  These  have  from  time  to  time 
provided  the  material  for  hot  controversy.  At  the  very  outset  there  was  serious  trouble  on 
the  subject  between  Sir  Charles  Barry  and  Dr.  Reid.  The  latter  was  specially  appointed 
by  the  Government  to  deal  with  the  ventilation  of  the  building,  and  there  was  continual 
clashing  between  him  and  the  great  architect,  who  took  umbrage,  not  w'ithout  considerable 
justification,  at  the  large  independent  powers  conferred  upon  his  rival.  At  length  the  work 
was  completed  at  enormous  cost    and   a  lavish    expenditure   of  the  time  and  temper  of  all  eon- 


THE   SIGNATURES   OP   GUV   FAWKES 
BEFOBE   AND   APTEE  TORTURE. 


FrOM  aphoto  iii  Ilmni  W.  Taunt,  O.rwrd.     A,'<jvstc,i  lliichriUz  Cotla-Uou. 

OLD   LANTERN   PRESERVED    IN   THE   ASHMOLEAN  MUSEUM,   OXFORD, 
Eeputed  to  be  the  identical  lantern  found  in  the  jiossession  of  Guy  Fawkes  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.     It  was  presented  to  the  University  in  li341. 

cerned.  Since  then  the  question  has  been  a  ^jrolific  soui'ce  of  bickering  and  dissension.  In 
the  House  the  system  has  been  fiercely  assailed,  and  outside  it  experts  have  agreed  to  differ 
as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  highly  scientific  system  established.  Committees  have  sat  from 
time  to  time  to  consider  the  question  in  all  its  phases,  and  on  their  recommendation  various 
changes  have  been  made,  with  the  result  that  the  Parliamentary  buildings  have  now  perhaj^s 
the  most  elaborate  and  costly  scheme  of  ventilation  of  any  structure  in  the  world.  Perfect, 
however,  it  can   hardly  ever  te,  because    of   the    enormous    difficulties  which  have   to   be   faced 
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KXIXUTION   OF   SOME   OF   THE    GUNPOWDER  CONSPIRATORS   AT   TYBURX. 
From  :i  conteinpoiiiiy  .tiiJ  somewhat  f^inciful  Dutch  inint. 

ill  tlie  lowuess  of  the  site,  tlie  prolonged  sittings  of  the  Commons,  and  the  fluctuatiiiLj  character 
of  the  attendance. 

The  first  alteration  made  in  Dr.  Keid's  scheme  was  carried  through  under  Sir  (ioldswortliy 
Chirney's  supervision  in  1854.  In  that  year  the  Victoria  Tower  and  the  Clock  Tower,  instead 
of  being  used,  as  hitherto,  for  taking  in  the  fresli  air.  were  pnt  to  service  as  upcast  shafts 
for  getting  rid  of  the  vitiated  air.  the  fresh  air  supjily  being  obtained  from  gratings  in 
the  courtyards  of  the  building.  This  system,  although  an  improvement,  did  not  give  complete 
satisfaction,  and  further  investigations  at  different  periods  were  made  without  remedying  the 
evils  complained  of.  ^Matters  became  so  bad  that  one  evening  the  late  Lord  Eandolph  Churchill 
induced  the  House  of  Commons  to  adjourn  in  the  middle  of  a  debate,  as  a  protest  against  the 
foulness  of  the  atmosphere.  The  result  of  investigations  by  experts  was  that  the  present  system 
was  adopted,  an  explanation  of  the  main  points  of  which,  aided  by  the  illustrations,  will  give 
a  general  idea  of  the  trouble  taken  to  purify  the  air. 

One  of  the  main  improvements,  suggested  by  ^Ir.  William  J.  I'lim.  the  resident  engineer. 
who  for  many  years  had  the  ventilating  and  lighting  arrangements  under  his  care,  was  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  air  for  ventilating  purposes  should  be  taken  in  at  the  Terrace  on  the 
river  side  of  the  building.  The  system  was  adopted,  and  extending  along  the  six  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  of  Terrace  frontage  ai'e  thirty-fi\e  openings  into  a  corresponding  number  of  inlet 
air  chambers.  Into  these  chambers,  which  are  provided  with  waterproof  floors  covered  with  lead, 
the  air  comes,  and  passes  first  through  spray  jets  of  water,  and  is  then  transmitted  to  various  parts 
of  the  building.  Certain  of  tlie  air  inlet  chambers  are  devoted  exclusively  to  the  ventilation 
of  the  debating  chamber  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  air  passing  along  a  special  passage  or 
gallery,  the  roof  and  walls  of  which  are  protected  from  the  wash  of  the  water  issuing  from 
the  jets  by  screens  of  light  open  canvas,  also  forming  a  cooling  surface  with  which  the  passing 
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Tin;  1-IltK  ALUAY>  KKI'T  1;URXIN(;  AT  THE  BuTTOlI 
OF  THE  CLOCK  TOWER  FOB  THE  PURPOSE  OF  VEN- 
TILATION. 


air  comes  in  contact.  At  tlie  extreniifv  of  this 
passage  the  current  of  air  during  hot  weather  is 
brought  in  contact  with  ten  or  a  dozen  blocks  of 
ice,  each  block  averaging  in  weight  alioiit  two 
hundredweight.  The  air,  passing  round  and  about 
these  blocks  of  ice,  becomes  only  slightly  lowered 
in  temperature — an  exce.ssively  low  temjierature 
in  hot  weather  not  being  desirable.  After  passing 
through  the  ice  chamber,  the  air  is  drawn  through 
a  quickly  revolving  fan  or  air  propeller,  and  dis- 
charged against  a  rough  kind  of  filter,  consisting 
of  a  wide  screen  of  canvas,  technically  known  as 
a  "scrim,"  luuing  an  area  of  six  humlrpd  sujjer- 
ficial  feet.  This  large  surface  permits  a  free 
passage  of  air  at  a  low  \elocity.  and  arrests  any 
particles  of  dust  or  smuts  that  have  passed 
through  the  propeller,  should  any  have  escaped 
l)recipitation  of  the  water  spra}s.  Tlie  scrim 
being  passed,  the  air  finds  its  way  tlirough  open- 
ings provided  with  regulating  doors  or  flaps  into 
a  chamber  overhead,  where,  if  necessary,  the 
warming  apparatus,  consisting  of  rows  of  steam- 
heating  batteries,  is  brought  into  play.  ])ut  it 
may  be  asked.  What  aliout  foggy  weather? 
Sprays,  ice,  scrims,  etc.,  are  very  well,  but  at 
Westminster  the  genuine  London  fog  delights 
to  settle.  The  fog  filter  here  comes  into  action.  The  V-shaped  filtering  ajjparatus,  consisting 
of  two  layers  of  cotton-wool,  each  three  inches  in  thickness,  is  invaluable.  The  air  is  forced 
by  means  of  the  propelling  fan  through  this  bed  of  cotton- wool,  and  an-ests  and  holds  in  sus- 
pension the  heavy  particles  of  the  foggy  vapour,  wlrile  the  pure  air  passes  through  the  large 
area  of  the  filtering  sm-face.  This  interesting  process,  simple,  yet  very  effective,  practically 
keeps  the  fog  at  bay.     Proof  of  its    efficacy  is   to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  wool  becomes 

perfectly  black  after  a  heavy 
fog.  But  to  resume  :  the  pure 
air  reaching  the  equalising 
chamber  immediately  below 
"the  House" — an  apartment 
corresjjonding  exactly  in  size 
with  the  debating  chamber — 
rises  through  the  floor. 

Now  comes  into  jilay  an 
ingenious  arrangement  for 
distributing  the  air.  In  tlie 
equalising  chamber  is  con- 
stantly on  duty  during  the 
sittings  of  the  House  an 
attendant  whose  duty  is,  as 
it  were,  to  keep  his  finger 
on  the  legislative  pulse.  If 
there  are  signs  of  rising  he;it. 
the  supply  of  cool  air  is 
increased    by  the    turn  of   a 


WOOL   USED    IN   THE   VENTILATION  DEPARTMENT   FOR   FILTERING   THE  AIR. 
On  the  right  the  wool  is  shown  after  IjeiDg  in  use  for  twenty-four  hours  on  .1  foggy  day. 
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valve.  Should  there  lio  crowdinij  in  any  J  art  of  the  Iloiisi',  an  extra  supi)ly  of  air  is  sent 
through  the  floor  at  this  jiarticular  point,  and  this  without  reducing  tlic  temperature.  Even 
a  sudden  influx  of  members  to  hear  a  popular  speaker  or  a  rapid  thinning  of  the  House  when 
business  of  special  interest  is  completed  receives  attention.  \Vith  the  means  at  his  co:Minanil 
the  attendant  on  duty  is  enabled  to  maintain  an  equable  temperature  throughout  the  whole 
area  of  the  House.  To  such  a  nicety  is  the  system  regulated  that  it  has  been  known  that 
the  spot  occupied  by  a  member  in  delicate  health  has  had  special  attention  bestowed  upon  it. 
'Jhe  air  in  its  upward  course  passes  through  the  floor  of  the  House,  composed  of  perforated 
plates  of  cast-iron  covered  with  a  coarse  netting  of  whip-cord,  and  the  vitiated  air  finds  an 
exit  through  the  ceiling  of  the  chamber.  Thence  it  passes  through  flue  tubes  in  connection 
with   the    gas-burners   to   the   air   shaft   of  the    Clock   Tower,  where,  with   the  aid  of  a   strong 


CH.\MBEHS   FOR   THE   SUPPLY  OF   FRESH   ATR  TTXDER   THE   HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

draught  created  by  a  huge  furnace  burning  in  tlie  basement,  it  escapes  through  the  top  of  the 
tower  at  the  lantern  chamber. 

The  House  of  Lords  of  course  shares  in  all  the  warming  and  ventilating  arrangements 
enjoyed  by  the  Lower  House.  The  general  view  under  the  Gilded  Chamber  embraces  some 
of  the  features  of  that  of  the  Commons,  but  necessarily  less  complex  is  the  machinery  employed 
in  a  jiait  of  the  Legislature  where  all-night  sittings  are  practically  unknown. 

The  great  steam  boilers  are  in  St.  Stephen's  Court,  near  the  Central  Tower,  about  miil-way 
between  the  two  Houses.  Here  steam  is  supplied  for  general  use.  Besides  the  heating  and 
ventilating,  the  kitchens  have  to  be  considered,  steam  and  gas  being  used  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  this  department. 

Under  the  Speaker's  Green,  near  the  Clock  Tower,  is  placed  the  ejector  sewage  chamber. 
The  system  adopted  is  that  knovra  as  the  Shone  hydro-pneumatic,  and  whatever  ground  there 
may  have  been  in  the  past  for  complaint  under  different  conditions,  since  the  jiresent  pneumatic 
svstem  has  been    in  force  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing    perfect  drainage.      In 
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a  corner  of  the  chamber  a  model  of  the  ejector  is  placed,  whereby  the  system  in  action  can 
be  seen.  The  engine  employed  for  compressing  the  air  for  actuating  the  ejectors  is  a  powerful 
specimen  of  its  kind,  and  the  view  of  the  plant  as  driven  by  steam-engines  shows  the  general 
plan  of  its  construction. 

Electric  lighting  is  of  course  used  to  a  large  extent,  but  the  current  is  chiefly  supplied  by 
an  outside  corporation,  the  principal 
cables  coming  into  the  building  at 
the  south  end.  The  main  switchboard 
is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
comjiany's  mains  and  those  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliami-nt.  The  switches 
are  designed  to  move  in  a  circular 
direction  only,  so  that  each  time 
after  the  current  has  been  switched 
otf,  on  the  renewal  of  the  contact 
the  current  becomes  reversed,  the 
calile  which  had  been  '•  positive " 
Ix'fore  the  movement  of  the  switch 
becoming  '■  negative  ''  afterwards.  The 
general  lighting  of  the  halls,  corridors, 
and  rooms  is  controlled  by  the 
switches;  but  in  certain  cases,  such 
as  the  suspended  adjustable  lamps 
over  desks  and  writing-tables  in  the 
^linisters',  reporters',  secretaries",  and 
clerks'  rooms,  sujiplementary  switches 
are  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  occu- 
pants, in  order  to  enable  them  to 
obtain  light  when  required  and  to 
extinguish  the  burners  when  no  longer 
wanted  without  the  intervention  of 
the  lighting  attendant.  In  all  cases, 
however,  the  current  is  controlled  at 
the  local  switchboard. 

Gas  is  the  illuminant  used  in  the  Legislative  Chamber,  sixty-four  double-ringed  Argand 
burners  being  in  action,  a  single  light  being  placed  in  the  centre  of  each  of  the  horizontal 
ground  glass  panels  of  the  ceiling.  The  light  is  reflected  downwards  by  means  of  iron  concave 
reflectors  painted  with  "  zinc  white,"  while  the  products  of  combustion  from  each  burner  are 
carried  away  through  an  iron  pipe  and  discharged  into  the  uptake  of  a  ventilating  furnace 
o\er  the  Lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Immediately  over  the  gas-burner  and  between  it 
and  the  flue-pipe  is  a  short  chimney  of  clear,  well-annealed  glass,  to  enable  the  entire  frame 
to  be  utilised.  Beneath  each  of  the  glass  panels  a  fine  wire  is  placed  to  prevent  accident  from 
falling  glass  should  a  panel  become  accidentally  cracked.  All  the  framework  of  the  ceiling  is 
coated  with  asbestos  paint,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  to  avoid  fire.  The  consumption  of 
gas  in  each  burner  is  twenty-one  cubic  feet  per  hour.  As  the  centre  of  the  flame  from  the 
burners  rises  several  inches  above  the  ceiling  beams,  considerable  shadows  would  ordinarily  be 
thrown  upon  tlie  panels  forming  the  slope  of  the  roof  through  which  no  light  passes.  In 
order  to  prevent  this,  pendants  project  into  the  chamber,  each  having  suspended  from  its 
lower  end  a  reflector  and,  concealed  from  \iew,  a  small  gas-ring  burner.  No  products  whatever 
from  the  gas-lights  are  allowed  to  enter  the  chamber,  while  the  heat  from  the  ceiling  does  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  temperature  beneath.  The  effect  produced  by  these  lighting  arrange- 
ments within    the    debating    chamber  is    extremely    satisfactory,  a    soft  and    mellow  light    being 
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diffused  in  vvrry  part.  Jicncatli 
the  galleries,  wliieh  extend  the 
whole  leiiijth  and  width  of  the 
chamber,  smidl  lights  are  phieed 
in  order  that  the  general  lighting 
from  overhead  may  not  cast  a 
shadow  upon  the  back  rows  of 
the  memher.s'  seats.  These  lights 
are  out  of  view  from  the  body  of 
the  House. 

From  what  has  been  stated 
it  will  be  gathered  that  a  highly 
complicated  organisation  has  its 
home  in  the  lower  regions  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that 
legislators  owe  much  of  the  health 
and  comfort  which  they  enjov 
in  the  daily  discharge  of  theii 
duties  to  the  assiduity  and  skill 
of  the  permanent  engineering 
staff     in     the      working     of    the 

arrangements.  Criticisms  have  often  been  passed  upon  some  of  the  features  of  the  ventilating 
machinery,  and  even  the  efficacy  of  the  system  itself  has  been  called  in  question.  But  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  having  regard  to  the  natural  difficulties  presented  by  the 
lowness  of  the  situation  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  a  real  scientific  success  has  been  achieved 
by  those  to  whom  the  work  has  been  entrusted.  Certainly  there  is  no  other  great  building 
in    tlie  world  upion    the  ventilation   of  which  so  much  ]iainstaking  care  lias  been   bestowed. 


ELECTKIC    SWITCHES   rXDER   THE   HOUSE   OF   Lni!DS. 


THE   UADIATORS   USDER  THE   HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

THE   CLOCK  TOWER  AXD  BIG   BEX. 


The  Clock  Tower  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is  to-day  the  most  familiar  landmark  in  West- 
minster ;  but  though  modern  in  construction,  it  is  the  representative  of  hoarv  traditions.  For 
more  than  five  centuries  a  clock  tower  looked  out  on  the  great  world  which  centred  at  the 
Palace  of  Westminster,  and  to  it  generations  of  Londoners  turned  as  to  an  institution  charged 
with  invaluable  functions  in  a  day  when  public  clocks  were  of  extreme  rarity  and  watches 
were  practically  unknown.  It  is  to  be  seen  in  Hollar's  drawing  of  New  Palace  Yard — a  square 
massive  structure,  rising  in  the  centre  of  and  high  above  the  line  of  low  buildings  which 
formed  the  eastern  side  of  the  sjjace.  The  exact  site  is  not  now  easy  to  determine  ;  but  we 
shall  not  be  far  wrong  if  we  assume  that  it  stood  at  the  Parliament  Street  end  of  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  Parliament  Chambers. 

A  curious  and,  it  is  believed,  true  story  is  associated  with  the  foundation  of  this  ancient 
cliicliard.  According  to  the  chroniclers,  it  had  its  origin  in  an  episode  in  which  )Sir  Ealph 
Heigham,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  figured  to  his  disadvantage.  This  judge 
altered  a  court  record  with  intent  to  relieve  a  poor  man  of  a  part  of  his  liabilitv,  and  the 
circumstance  becoming  knomi,  he  was  fined  eight  hundred  marks  by  the  King  for  so  grave  a  lapse 
from  the  jiath  of  judicial  duty.  The  moriey,  by  one  of  those  whimsical  impulses  which  marked 
the  careers  of  our  medifeval  8olons,  was 
applied  to  the  erection  of  a  tower  to  ac- 
commodate a  clock,  the  bell  of  which,  striking 
the  hours,  would  be  an  ever-present  reminder 
to  the  judges  in  the  adjacent  Courts  "to 
indifferently  administer  justice."'  Li  order 
to  give  greater  point  to  the  lesson  conveyed, 
the  dial  bore  the  legend,  ^^  Discite  justitiam 
rnoniti."  That  the  legend  associated  with 
the  Clock  Tower  was  cherished  long  after  the 
erring  Heigham  had  jjassed  away  is  shown 
by  an  anecdote  related  of  two  Elizabethan 
judges.  Some  matter  had  come  before  them 
in  which  an  alteration  of  the  records  was 
involved.  One  was  inclined  to  favour  the 
change  proposed,  whereujion  the  other  de- 
murred with  the  observation,  "Brother,  I 
have  no  mind  to  build  a  new  clock  tower." 
It  is  stated  by  some  authorities  that 
this  Westminster  clock  was  the  first  pulilie 
clock  erected  in  England ;  but  there  is 
reason  to  think  that  some  of  the  cathedrals 
have  prior  claims  to  the  honour  of  introducing 
to  the  commonalty  the  mechanism  of  a 
striking  clock.     Uncpiestionablv,  however,  the     '-"^"  •^'^'"^'^  Tnui;i;,  wi:sTMiNsTi;u,  fkum  iioLLAE't 

\.-       .        •        ,  11  '  1  1  ING  OP  NEW  PALACE  YARD. 

\\  estmmster    clock    was    a    very    early    and 

.,  ,.  1  p     ,  ,".,''.  The  ancient  prototype  of  the  present  Clock  Tower.     In  it  was 

mterestmg     example      Oi      horologlCal     science.  famoustellknownas-Greit  Tom  of  Westminster.'' 
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It  liad  a  bell  of  gl'oat  size,  whose  soiionnis  tones  eould  l)e  heard  as  far  as  the  City  when  the 
wind  was  in  the  right  direction.  P'irst  dubbed  "Edward''  in  compliment  to  the  Confessor,  it 
after  the  Keformation  became  familiarly  known  by  tlie  name  of  ''Great  Tom,"  in  allusion,  it 
is  conjectured,  to  the  depth  of  its  note.  For  centuries  the  bell  tolled  forth  the  hours  and 
filled  a  jilace  in  the  popular  afifections.  A  singular  story  associated  with  it  is  that  of  the 
sentry  on  duty  at  Windsor  Castle  during  the  reign  of  William  III.  who,  charged  with  sleeping 
at  his  post,  saved  himself  by  the  defence  that  he  heard  the  clock  strike  tliirteen  instead  of 
twelve.  According  to  the  statements  published  at  the  time  of  the  man's  death,  the  assertion 
as  to  the  wrong  striking  of  the  clock  was  at  first  disbelieved  by  the  Court  owing  to  the 
great  distance  which  the  sound  had  to  travel;  but  after  his  condemnation  by  the  court-martial 
several  reputable  persons  came  forward  and  made  affidavits  to  the  effect  that  the  clock  did 
actually  sti-ike  thirteen,  whereupon  the  King  gi-anted  a  free  pardon  to  the  prisoner. 


GALLERY   OVER  CLOCK    i-Atli,    l;li.    1.1..S. 

The  figures  photographed  in  the  picture  supply  a  means  of  gaugicg  the  size  of  the  architectural  ornamentations,  which  appear  very  small  from  the 

ground  level. 

The  aberration  of  the  clock  thus  celebrated  indicates  that  it  had  with  the  lapse  of  age 
become  decrepit.  Colour  is  lent  to  this  theory  by  a  transaction  carried  through  on  August  1st, 
1698,  by  which  the  Vestry  of  St.  ]Margaret's,  Westminster,  received  a  grant  of  the  clochard 
under  the  Privy  Seal,  with  the  right,  apparently,  to  disi^ose  of  it  as  they  deemed  best.  Some 
little  time  afterwards  the  old  tower  was  pulled  do\vn  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Christoither 
Wren,  and  the  bell  was  transferred  to  St.  Paul's,  with  the  intent  that  it  should  have  a  place 
in  the  great  building  then  approaching  completion.  Its  immense  weight— it  sealed  82  cwt.  2  qrs. 
21  lb.— made  the  removal  over  the  indifferent  roads  with  the  means  then  available  a  matter 
of  great  difficulty.  All  went  well  until  it  reached  Temple  Bar,  when  a  sudden  Im-ch  of  the 
carriage  brought  the  great  piece  of  metal  violently  to  the  ground,  irremediably  injuring  it. 
The  bell  was  recast  in  171G  by  Whitman,  and,  after  remaining  for  some  years  in  a  shed  in 
the  Cathedral  Yard,  was   hoisted   to   its    position  in   the  Western  Tower,  from  whence  its  deep 


JPvom  a -photo  by  W.  S.  Campbell.     Copyright,  Hutchinson  d:  Co. 

THE  CLOCK   TOWER,    FROM   THE   ROOF   OP  WESTMINSTER   HALL. 
The  view  from  this  position  is  one  of  the  most  striking  that  is  obtainable. 
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boudoir 


nolcs  now  sound  out  upon  I^)ndou.  The 
cldck  (lisiippcareil — wlieiico  no  one  knows. 
.Most  probably  it  was  rflosrali'd  to  tlio 
rubbish-heap,  as  many  other  interesting 
relics  of  old    Lonilon    lia\c   lii'eu    >ince. 

When  I'any  (jrew  up  his  plans  for 
the  new  Palaee  of  Westminster,  he  very 
liapi>ily  revived  the  memory  of  Westminster's 
ancient  institution  by  making  a  clock  tower 
a  leading  feature  of  his  design.  He  attached 
much  importance  to  the  structure,  and 
devoted  especial  pains  to  its  construction. 
In  the  result  we  have  the  stately  edifice 
soaring  in  its  solid  majesty  more  than 
three  hundred  feet  above  the  river.  The 
tower  is  best  seen  by  the  si^ectator  when 
he  aijpiroaches  it  from  the  Surrey  side  of 
Westminster  Bridge.  P'rom  that  point  it 
stands  out  'in  liold  outline,  its  imposing 
a})pearance  giving  the  impression  of  a 
greater  altitude  than  it  really  possesses. 
At  the  base  of  the  tower  burns  a  fire  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  a  draught  in  the 
ventilating  shaft  which  runs  up  the  build- 
ing. At  a  slightly  higher  elevation,  on  a 
level  with  Bridge  Street,  are  the  apartments 
wliieh  constitute  the  Parliamentary  prison. 
(_)r  this  institution  and  its  occasional  occu- 
/    y  v*  "1        i      i;!  f^'  ■      \- Vlffiin  pants  we  shall  have  something  to  say  later. 

#^  i'S^  ''^'-i  f  ^^vJlj*  3Ieanwhile,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that,  as 

prisons  go,  the  place  is  comfortable  enough  ; 
but  pjrisoners  are  sadly  disturbed  by  the 
striking  of  the  great  clock,  the  bells  of  which 
produce  a  iiai-ticularly  disagreeable  vibration. 
As  perhaps  becomes  its  position  as  one 
of  the  principal  clocks  in  the  world,  the 
great  clock  of  Westnunster  was  cradled  in 
strife.  Aliout  it  raged  for  years  a  fierce 
controversy — or,  rather,  controversies,  for 
there  were  a  series  of  them — which  engaged 
the  close  attention  of  the  ^linistry  of  the 
day  and  even  of  Parliament  itself.  The 
history  of  the  struggle  as  related  in  the 
voluminous  Parliamentary  papers  is  not 
without  interest,  and  occasionally  amuse- 
ment, for  the  jjublic  of  to-day.  The  person- 
alities which  were  freely  e.xchanged  between 
the  contending  parties  are  reminiscent 
ratlier  of  Eatanswill  than  of  Westminster: 
nil    Nil'  . H    iiii.  M  ii  K   i''\\];i:.  the  moods  in  which  the   contesting  jiarties 

are  shown    are    characteristic    more    of   the 
than    of   the  workshop  or  of   the    Senate  House.     Viewed  now  from  the  calm  vantage- 
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gniund    of   the    historical    investigator,    they    excite    wonder    that   ^^uch    lieat    should  have    been 
enyendcred  over  so  prosaic  and  business-like  a  matter. 

At  the  outset  the  disputation  was  as  to  who  should  make  the  clock.  Barry  favoured  Mr. 
Vulliamy,  the  clockniaker  to  the  Queen,  the  constructor  of  the  Windsor  Castle  clock,  and  the 
descendant  of  a  race  of  tradesmen  who  had  basked  in  the  sun  of  Royal  favour  in  unbroken 
line  from  the  leign  of  George  II.  Air.  G.  B.  Airy,  the  Astronomer -Royal,  supported  the 
interests  of  jNJr.  Dent,  chronometer-maker  of  the  Strand,  the  designer  of  the  Royal  Exchange  clock, 
which  he  asserted  was  "the  best  jiublic  clock  in  the  world."  A  third  Richmond  appeared  in 
the  field  in  the  person  of  jNJr.  Whitehurst,  of  Derby,  described  as  "  a  man  of  reputation  in 
the  North  of  England,  and  known  as  the  inventor  of  the  'Watchman's  clock.'"  Mr.  Vulliamy 
liad  the  advantage  of  the  start.  He  was  asked  by  Barry  to  ju'cfjare  plans  and  specifications  of 
a  suitable  clock,  and  he  did  so  in    the    fall    expeetatinn   that    the    work    of   construction    would 


In  the  perfection  of  its  niechar 


BIG   BEN  :   THi.   CLOCK   WORKS. 
1  the  clock  stands  h-igh  amongst  the  great  clocks  of  tlu 


irid,  if,  indeed,  it  is  not  at  the  very  head. 


c  ime  to  him.  But  he  was  soon  undeceived  on  this  point.  An  intimation  was  conveyed  to 
him  that  there  would  be  a  competition  for  the  honour,  and  that  the  Astronomer-Royal  would  be 
the  referee.  This  was  enough  for  the  independent  old  clockniaker,  who  is  stated  by  Mr.  Airy, 
in  one  of  his  official  communications,  with  some  truth,  to  have  had  an  "unmanageable  temper." 
lie  wrote  promptly  declining  to  enter  into  any  competition,  partly  on  general  grounds,  partly 
because  he  objected  to  the  appointment  of  the  Astronomer-Royal  as  sole  referee — that  gentleman 
having  "shown  himself  to  be  sti'ongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  an  individual  known  for  many 
years  as  an  eminent  maker  of  marine  chronometers,  but  who  has  only  within  the  last  three 
years  turned  his  attention  to  making  public  clocks." 

•Mr.  X'ulliainy's  retirement  left  Air.  Dent  and  Air.  Whitrhurst  face  to  face.  But  there  was 
never  any  serious  rivalry  between  the  two.  Aided  by  tlie  Astronomer-Royal's  powerful 
patronage,  and  further  assisted  by  the  extreme  lowness  of  his  estimate — £1,500  — Air.  Dent  had 
things  practically  his  own  way.     Before,  however,  the  business  was  closed,  an  incident  occurred 
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which  went  iirar  causiiiir  his  wilhih-nval  Iroin  the  an-]]!'.  This  was  tlic  L;i\iiJi;'  mit  uf  (inliTs 
for  sonic  of  the  sinalJiT  clocks  in  the  ]'al:icc  to  ."Mi-.  \'nlliainy.  In  iniljcnatinn  at  the 
recognition  of  his  ii\al  lie  inliniatc(l  his  intent  imi  ti>  retire  from  the  coiniiel  if  ion.  l'"inall\'  an 
assurance  was  given  him  that  no  Iniiher  1'a\onrs  shonhl  he  bestowed  on  .Mr.  A'ullianiy.  ami. 
satisfied  with  the  pledge,  he  once  inoi(>  entered  the  arena,  to  recei\'e  evenlnally  his  rewaid  in 
the  shape  of  the  contract  for  the  construction   of  the  clock. 

Xow  commenced  another  and  sharper  controversy  relative  to  the  clock.  Before  the  contract 
was  finallv  given  out  in  18.52,  the  Government  had  associated  with  the  Astronomer-Royal  as 
referee  ]\Ir.  Edmund  Beckett  Denison  (the  present  Lord  Grimthorpe).  This  gentleman  had  given  a 
profound  study  to  the  subject  of  clockmaking,  and  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  mechanical 
side  of  tlie  question  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  professional  expert.  To  these  practical  gifts  he 
added  a  Very  pretty  facility  for  vigorous  controversy.  A  spade  in  his  eyes  was  a  spade,  and 
such  he  was  wont  to  call  it.  His  fighting  instincts,  as  well  as  his  technical  lore,  were  called 
into  play  soon  after  he  had  entered  upon  the  scene  as  an  associate  of  ISIr.   Airy.     The  cause  of 

offence  was  a  memorial  pre- 
sented by  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Clockmakers 
expressing  surprise  that  the 
iinler  for  the  clock  had  b(^en 
Liiven  tlircct  to  .Mr.  Dent 
under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  Astronomer- Koyal  and 
."\Ir.  Edward  Beckett  Denison, 
a  barrister,  in  place  of  sub- 
mitting it.  as  was  originally 
intended,  to  comjietition. 
An  attack  was  made  on  ^Ir. 
Dent's  reputation  in  the  me- 
morial, and  there  was  also  a 
sharp  thrust  at  ]Mr.  Denison, 
whose  com[ietence  to  judge 
in  such  a  matter  was  im- 
pugned, and  who  was  charged 
with  engineering  an  "extrava- 
gant puff"  of  himself  in 
connection  with  the  Crystal  Palace  clock,  the  design  of  which  he  furnished  to  Mr.  Dent. 
A  reply  was  forthcoming  from  ilr.  Denison  couched  in  very  plain  language.  It  was  the 
plainer  because — as  a  result,  it  seemed,  of  the  memorial — an  additional  referee  had  been 
appointed  in  the  person  of  a  Mr.  Stephenson.  JMr.  YuUiamy  was  singled  out  as  the  in- 
stigator of  the  memorial,  and  to  show  his  animus  a  remark  of  bis  was  cited  to  the  effect 
that  "  Mr.  Dent  will  never  make  that  clock."  Scornful  reference  was  made  to  the  cajuicities 
of  the  memorialists  to  judge  clocks  as  illustrated  by  a  eulogy  of  the  thirty-hour  clock  at 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  Paris,  and  they  were  told  that  if  ever  they  examined  that  clock  at 
all  "they  do  not  at  this  moment  understand  either  the  nature  or  the  object  of  its  con- 
struction." As  for  the  additional  referee,  Mr.  Denison  flatly  declined  to  act  with  him.  and  he 
told  Lord  John  Planners  (who  had  succeeded  to  the  First  Commissionersbip  of  Works)  that 
"  there  was  no  power  now  existing  in  anybody  to  subject  Mr.  Dent  to  the  control  of  any  other 
persons,  besides  those  to  whom  be  is  subjected  by  his  contract."  Eetorts,  by  no  means  all  of 
the  courteous  order,  followed,  and  for  months  the  fiery  controversy  raged.  Before  it  quite  died 
out  new  conditions  arose,  and  with  them  fresh  matter  for  dispute.  First  came  the  death  of 
]Mr.  Dent,  bringing  in  its  train  a  legacy  of  legal  difficulties  with  reference  to  the  contract, 
which   were    oidy  settled  after  prolonged  correspondence  and  a    reference  to  the  Law  Officers  of 


THE  MECHANISM  FOR  STBIKIKG  lilG  BEN. 
'^h  the  arrangements  are  extremely  complicated,  they  very  rarely  get  out  of  order. 
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the  Crown.  Then  followed  a  sage  discussion  amongst  the  pundits  of  the  Treasury  as  to  whether 
the  contractor  for  the  clock  was  entitled  to  be  i^aid  his  charges  at  the  time  agreed  upon  iies])ite 
the  fact  that  owing  to  the  delay  in  building  the  tower  the  condition  precedent  stipulated — 
that  the  clock  should  be  fixed  and  completed  in  Februarj',  1854: — had  not  been  fulfilled.  Close 
upon  this  controversy  came  a  rupture  between  Mr.  Airy  and  IMr.  Beckett  Peiiison,  culminating, 
alter  a  brisk  correspon- 
dence, in  the  resignation 
of  the  former. 

^Meanwhile,  a  con- 
stant battle  was  pro- 
c  e  e  d  i  n  g  between  the 
clockmakers  and  ]Mr. 
Denison  on  the  one 
hand,  and  Sir  Charles 
Barry  and  the  Office  of 
Works  on  the  other,  as 
to  the  structural  features 
of  the  tower,  and  the 
exact  rights  of  the  former 
to  be  consulted  upon 
them.  When  this  had 
been  settled  after  a 
fashion,  difficulties  arose 
over  the  construction  of 
the  hands.  They  were 
first  made  of  cast-iron, 
and  proved  too  heavy  to 
lie  put  up.  Afterwards, 
when  lighter  ones  of 
gun-metal  had  been  made. 
they  were  so  fixed  that 
they  fell  over  a  minute 
or  two  every  time  after 
they  passed  the  vertical. 

The  last,  in  some 
respects  the  greatest, 
trouble  was  approjjriately 
o\er  tlic  Ijig  liell.  There 
w  a  s  a  n  a  c  r  i  m  o  n  i  o  u  s 
correspondence  as  to  who 
should  cast  this  adjunct 
of  the  clock  and  who 
should  superintend  the 
work,  and  when  these 
points  had  been  settled 
and  "  Big  Ben "' — so  named  after  Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  First  Commissioner  of  Works — ^had  been 
created,  other  and  more  practical  worries  had  to  be  faced.  Brought  by  sea  from  the  manu- 
factory of  Messrs.  Warner,  the  bell-founders,  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  the  bell  very  narrowly  escaped 
finding  a  resting-place  on  the  ocean  bed,  owing  to  a  severe  storm  which  overtook  the  vessel 
on  which  it  was  embarked.  When  at  length  it  reached  London  and  had  been  hung  for  testing 
purposes  at  the  foot  of  the  Clock  Tower  in  Palace  Yard,  the  discovery  was  made  that,  in 
casting,  the  bell    absorbed  two  tons  more  metal  than  had  been  calculated,  and  therefore  required 

3G 
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tone  of  ir  was  true 
some  months'  trial. 


the  (juestion  was  set  at  rest  by  the  eraekiug 
of  the  hell.  l'|iou  examination  a  fault  in 
the  casting  was  discovered,  a  .spot  where  two 
>t reams  of  metal,  which  should  have  met,  had 
never  joined.  J-'o  "  Big  Ben  "'  the  first  was  dis- 
carded, to  be  recast  by  Messrs.  Mears,  of 
Whilecliapel.  But  the  chapter  of  accidents 
was  not  to  end  yet.  After  the  casting  opera- 
tion a  flaw  revealed  itself  in  the  metal.  This 
seemed  likely  to  make  another  casting 
necessary,  but  it  w:as  eventually  found  possi- 
ble by  cutting  out  a  piece  of  metal  to 
remedy  the  defects.  1'he  renovated  bell  was 
at  last  hoisted  to  its  ]ierch  in  the  towei-.  and 
there  it  has  remained  for  forty-three  years 
sounding  with  its  deep  boom  the  hours,  with 
only  an  occasional  few  days'  lireak,  brought 
or  the  necessity  of  carrying  out  repairs  to  the  clock.     The  bell  weighs  thirteen 

The  four  quart er-chiiu(> 


Till;   LANTi:UX 


about   ])y  storms 

and  a  half  tons,  and  the  striking  clapper  weighs  seven  hundredweight. 

bells  together  make  nearly  eight  and  a  half  tons  of  metal. 

The  internal  arrangements  of  the  Clock  Tower  merit  notice  for  the  ingenuity  with  whicli 
the  architectural  featm'es  have  been  made  to  subserve  the  pm-poses  of  the  clock.  Eeached  by 
a  winding  staircase  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  steps  is  an  inner  gallery  which  runs 
round  the  inside  of  the  fom'  huge  opal  glass  clock  faces,  each  of  which  is  twenty-three  feet 
in  diameter.  At  the  back  ordinary  gas  brackets  project  from  the  wall,  the  illumination  of 
the  dials  by  gas-light  being  considered  preferable  to  electricity,  this  illuminant  possessing  the 
advantage  of  keeping  the  atmosphere  warm  round  the  clock  works.  The  minute  hand  of  each 
dial  is  fourteen  feet  long,  and  weigh  about  two  hundredweight.  The  figures  are  two  feet  long, 
and  the  minute  spaces  each  measure  a  foot  square. 

Enclosed  by  the  four  walls  behind  the  dials,  the  clock-room  fills  up  a  considerable  space. 
Here  all  is  perfectly  clean  and  orderly,  the  monster  works  going  smoothly  anil  wit li  little  sound. 
So  careful  are  the  authorities  to  ensure  perfect  accuracy  in  the  time  kept,  that  twice  a  day 
the  ruling  of  the  clock  is  automatically  telegraphed  to  Greenwich  Observatory  in  order  to 
enable  the  performance  of  the  instrument  to  be  checked.  The  pendulum  is  not  touched 
unless  an  error  of  two  seconds  is  discovered,  and  this  is  not  a  very  frequent  occurrence.  The 
pendulum,  which  hangs  in  a  chamber  of  sheet  iron  as  a  protection  against  wind  influence, 
is  thirteen  feet  long,  and  beats  two  seconds.  The  bob  of  the  pendulum  weighs  four  hundred- 
weight. The  weights  of  the  clock  weigh  nearly  two  and  a  half  tons,  and  fall  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  feet.  The  laborious  task  of  winding  up  the  great  clock  is  performed 
by  two  men,  who  three  times  a  week  spend  fi\e  hours  in  the  clock-room.  None  of  tlie 
various  suggestions  for  winding  by  other  means  than  manual  labour  have  yet  met  with 
approval. 

Above  the  clock  dials  is  an  open  gallery  which  affords  a  fine  view  for  miles  round.  '1  he 
northern  heights  and   the  Surrev   hills  stand  out    clearlv.       The  Thauies  \'allev  is  well   defined. 
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and  the  river  itself  seen  from  this  spot  sho.vs  the  windings  scarcely  appreciated  when 
travelling  upon  the  surface  level.  Close  by,  the  parks  contrast  pleasantly  with  the  mass  of 
buildings  eastward.  The  river  bridges,  the  embankments  and  approaches  to  them,  all  crowded 
with  mo\ing  traffic,  are  seen  with  peculiar  fiiscination  from  the  lofty  spot,  while  a  good  idea 
of  tlie  full  life  and  hustle  of  the  western  London  streets  is  also  obtainable.  The  grand  old 
Abbey  quite  close  stands  isolated,  and  seems  small  compared  with  the  actual  space  occujned. 
and,  looking  immediately  down,  the  whole  plan  and  arrangement  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
is  seen  in  all  its  completeness.  Finally,  on  the  southern  side  the  visitor  has  a  pretty  view  of 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital  and  of  the  Albert  Embankment. 

In  the  belhy  behind  the  gallery  swings  "  Big  Ben  "  and  tlie  four  quarter-bells,  and  reached 
by  a  ladder  going  still  higher  is  the  monster  lantern  signal-light  always  kept  burning  after  dark 
when  the  House  of  Commons  is  at  work.  I'^or  many  years  a  lantern  of  a  different  construction, 
situated  slightly  higher 
than  the  present  one, 
was  in  use.  This  light 
only  shed  its  effulgence 
over  West  London,  a 
display  of  partiality 
which  in  course  of  time 
gave  rise  to  a  consi<ler- 
able  amount  of  dissatis- 
faction. So  great  was 
the  discontent  of  mem- 
bers who  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  live  in  South. 
East,  or  North  London, 
that  the  Ciovernment 
deemed  it  politic  to  make 
the  change  to  the  present 
system  of  lighting,  which 
treats  all  points  of  tlie 
compass  on  an  etjual 
footing.  The  illuminat- 
ing apparatus  is  a  lantern 
nine  feet  in  diameter 
and  twelve  feet  high, 
standing  in  the  centre 
of  an  iron  chamber 
situated  aliout  two 
hundred  and  hfty  feet 
from  the  ground.  It  is 
equipped  with  a  dioptric 
apparatus,  a  refracting 
belt  of  polished  glass, 
and  a  Wigham  light- 
house sixty-eight-jet 
burner.  The  jets  are 
so  placed  with  regard 
to  each  other  that,  when 
drawn  into  shape  by  the 
overhanging  flue  with 
a     talc    terminal,     they 
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produce  a  solid  mass  of  flame,  coiisuiniiii,^  almut  two  Iniiidrfd  and  fovlv  cnhic  fi'ct  of  i^nis  an 
hour,  with  illuminating  jjower  of  two  thou.sand  four  hundred  candles,  'llie  naked  flatm-s  iVoui 
the  burners  fall  without  interruption  upon  every  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  diojitric  ajtparatus, 
and  the  whole  is  within  the  substantially  constructed  glazed  lantern.  The  body  of  the  liglit 
is  so  powerful  that  on  being  thrown  through  the  openings  between  the  stanchions  supiwrting 
the  spire,  the  principal  supports  or  the  four  comers  of  the  tower  do  not  seriously  intercept 
the  rays,  but  allow  a  beam  of  light  to  be  diffused  throughout  the  entire  circle.  Mechanical 
arrangements  are  in  force  for  regulating  the  quantity  of  gas  in  use  according  to  the  atmospheric 
conditions,  and  a  clockwork  mechanism  is  attached   to  imjrart  flashes    to    the    light  if   required. 


THE   BELFRY. 
Showing  a  portion  of  "  Big  Ben"  and  the  siuiiller  bells  upon  whieh  the  qiiai-te 


Although,  like  the  clock,  the  signal  is  lighted  by  a  man  ascending  the  tower,  a  lever,  situated 
in  the  ventilating  chamber  immediately  beneath  the  floor  of  tlie  House  of  Commons,  is  used 
for  extinguishing  the  light  du-ectly  the  Speaker  vacates  his  cliair  at  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Taking  it  as  a  whole,  the  Clock  Tower  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  modern 
Palace  of  Westminster.  Now  that  tlie  bitter  controversies  which  attended  the  raising  and 
equipment  of  this  structure  have  died  away,  we  can  without  prejudice  or  partisanship  admire 
the  beauty  of  Barry's  architecture  and  the  practical  value  of  Lord  (iiimthorpe's  work  upon  the 
clock,  which  is  not  only  one  of  the  largest  timepieces  in  the  world,  luif  is  al>o  one  oi  the 
finest  in  a  mechanical  sense. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

THE    CRYPT   CHAPEL    AM)    CLOISTERS   AND    THE   JEWEL    TOWER. 

''A  POEM  in  stone"  is  the  enthusiastic  desciiptiDn  applied  by  one  writer  to  the  beautiful 
little  structure  beneath  St.  Stephen's  Hall  which,  anciently  styled  St.  ]\Iary-in-the- Vaults,  is 
familiarly  known  at  the  present  day  as  tlie  Crypt  Chapel.^  The  term  is  not  misapjilied. 
Amongst  minor  ecclesiastical  buildings  in  the  country  there  is  none  which  embodies  in  a 
higher  degree  the  sentiment  of  architectm-e.  Built  in  the  thirteenth  centmy,  in  the  heyday' 
of  Gothic  art,  it  combines  with  jierfect  proportions  the  juost  exquisite  beauty  of  decorative 
detail.  Its  clustering  masses  of  carved  stone-work,  gorgeous  in  their  prodigality  of  detail,  its 
windows  tilled  with  delicate  tracery,  its  complete  harmony  of  style — these  give  to  the  chajiel 
a  charm  and  a  grace  which  do  not  flxil  to  strike  the  least  impressionable  of  visitoi's. 


A   .SECTION   OF   THE  CliYPT   CHAPEL, 
3  .and  one  of  the  most  el.iborjite  portions  of  the  be.-iutiful  stone-\ 


It  is  characteristic  of  the  indifference  and  neglect  ot  ancient  monuments  and  works  of  art 
which     prevailed    during    the    Georgian    period    that    this    magnificent     e.\ample    of    decorated 
Gothic  work  was  pn)faned  by  being  put  to  the  base.st  service.     Difficult  as    it    is  to  credit    the 
'  A  picture  of  the  Crypt  Chapel  as  it  now  is  will  be  found  on  page  7  of  the  Introduction. 
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\aii(lalisiu  wliicli  mulil  sanction  sncli  a  jiro- 
i-i'dm-c.  it  is  an  undonlitcd  fact  that  for  a 
L,ni'al  many  years  it  was  nsed  as  a  coal-cellar 
and  a  hnnber-rooni.  Jii  tliis  humiliatinir 
condition  it  might  have  remained  liad  not 
accommodation  been  required  for  Lord  Walpole 
when  appointed  Auditor  of  the  Excherpier 
about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centurv. 
It  was  then  cleared  out.  refurbisliod  and 
decorated,  and  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
domestic  apartment.  Subsequently,  during 
the  occupancy  of  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Addington 
(afterwards  Lord  Sidmouth).  it  was  by  vote 
of  the  House  given  over  to  the  Speaker, 
with  adjacent  loortions  of  the  old  Palace,  for 
an  official  residence.  Its  graceful  proportions 
and  fine  architectural  embellishments  sug- 
gested its  appropriation  as  a  State  dining- 
icvini.  and  to  this  pur[io.-e  it  was  devoted 
for  many  years.  During  the  period  that 
the  chapel  and  cloisters  were  in  domestic 
occupation,  they  were  shamefully  treated. 
••  Whilst  the  latter  were  partly  fitted  for 
the  appendages  of  a  Idtchen,  for  servant.s' 
offices,  and  the  most  menial  purposes,  the 
area  was  occupied  by  a  large  shed-like 
kitchen ;  part  of  the  exquisite  lower  oratory 
was  converted  into  a  scullery,  and  chimneys, 
sinks,  and  closets  were  cut  into  or  hacked 
away  without  the  least  regard  either  to  tlie 
i"""  -^^^^^^^^^m         stability    of    tlie    edifice    or    its    architectural 

The  fire  of  1834,  which  cleared  off  the 
flimsy  accretions  of  the  old  Palace  like  so 
the  luesent  Speaker's  grand-  much  matchwood,  raged  about  the  massive 
Normau  masonry  of  the  chapel  in  vain.  With 
an  important  section  of  the  adjacent  cloisters  it  emerged  practically  uninjured.  P'ortunately,  the 
ch-cumstauces  which  made  it  imperative  to  remove  the  old  walls  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  above 
did  not  operate  here.  Sir  Charles  Barry  found  it  possible  to  build  upon  the  old  work,  and 
his  son,  llr.  E.  ]\I.  Barry,  E.A.,  b}'  restoring  it  where  it  needed  restoration,  and  adding  to  it 
where  an  extension  was  suggested  in  the  interest  of  harmony,  assisted  to  re\'iv-e  in  some  degree 
the  ancient  glories  of  this  portion  of  the  old  Palace.  Most  of  the  alterations  were  made  in 
the  upper  cloisters,  now  used  as  a  members'  cloak-room.  These  were  practically  rebuilt,  but 
so  carefully  was  the  work  done  that  a  visitor  would  probably  not  detect  any  material  difference 
between  the  two  sections  of  the  structure. 

While  the  work  of  restoration  was  being  carried  out  in  1852.  the  workmen  came  upon 
the  remains  of  an  ecclesiastic  embedded  in  the  masonry  of  the  north  wall  of  the  crypt.  The 
body,  from  its  position  on  the  right  hand  of  the  altar,  and  from  the  fact  that  a  pastoral  cross 
was  buried  with  it,  was  supposed  to  be  that  of  some  high  dignitary  of  the  Church.  A 
suggestion  made  at  the  time  was  that  the  remains  were  those  of  William  Lyndwoode.  Bishop 
of  St.  David's  and  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  who  founded  a  chantry  in  the  Chapel  of  St. 
'  Bniflcv  and  Britton's  "^Vncient  Palace  of  Westmiuster." 


)XT   IX   THE  CRYPT   CHAPEL, 


l-jist  nsed  at  the  christening 


The   Crypt   Chapel  and   Cloisters   and   the  Jewel  Tower      287 


Stephen  by  deed,  and  died  in  144().  Tliis  view  is  supported  by  a  passage  in  the  patent  roll  of 
32  Henry  IV.,  m.  4,  which  sets  forth  the  terms  of  a  licence,  dated  July  19th,  from  the  King  to 
"  Robert  Pyke,  clerk,  and  Adrian  Grenebough.  executors  of  Wm.  Ljmdwoode,  lately  Bishop  of  St. 
])avid's  and  Keejier  of  the  Privy  Seal,  for  the  foundation  of  a  perpetual  chantr\'  in  the  Under- 
(.'hapel  of  St.  Stephen,  within  the  King's  Palace  of  Westminster,  for  two  perpetual  chaplains, 
or  at  least  for  one  perpetual  chaplain,  to  celebrate  Divine  service  daily  in  the  aforesaid  chapel, 
or  one  of  them  in  the  under-chapel  (St.  ^Mary's),  and  the  other  at  the  Chapel  of  St.  IMary 
de  la  Pieu,  situated  near  the  King's  said  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  for  the  healthful  estate  of 
the  King  and  his  Consort  jNIargaret,  Queen  of  England,  and  their  souls  when  they  shall  die; 
and  also  for  the  soul  of  the  aforesaid  Bishop,  whose  body  lies  buried  in  the  said  under-chapel.'' 
Whether  the  body  was  actually  that  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's  or  not.  certain  it  is 
that    the  chapel    was    used  as   a    place    of   sepulture,    ami    wA    in    an    isolated    ease,    either.       It 


The  clock  which  i 


TUIi  CLOISTERS,   HOUSE   OF  CO.MMOXS. 
1  on  tlie  right  of  the  picture  was  saved  from  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  in  1S34. 


follows,  therefore,  that  the  apijropriation  of  the  building  to  secular  uses  was  a  desecration 
wliich  ought  not  to  have  been  tolerated.  Animated  by  a  spirit  of  greater  reverence,  the 
authorities  to-day  have  appropriated  the  beautiful  structure  to  the  pm-poses  of  a  private  chapel 
for  the  Speaker.  Occasional  services  of  a  special  character  are  held  in  the  building,  as,  for 
example,  when  recently  the  christening  of  a  grandchild  of  the  present  Speaker  was  performed 
there. 

Associated  with  the  Crypt  Chapel,  and  architecturally  in  harmony  with  it,  is  a  beautiful 
little  chamber  known  familiarly  as  the  "  Oratory.''  Originally  a  chantry  chapel  built  by  some 
jiious  mediceval  benefactor  of  St.  Stephen's,  it  has  gone  through  many  vicissitudes.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  of  its  traditions  assigns  to  it  the  dubious  honour  of  being  the  place  in 
which  the  death  warrant  of  Charles  I.  was  signed.  But  considerable  doubt  has  been  cast  upon 
this  .story  by  historical  investigators,  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  trace  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  fatal  document  was  signed.  According  to  the  evidence  of  a  witness  named 
Ewer,    who    appeared    at    the    trial    of   Henry    ]\Iarten,    the    signatures    were   appended    in    the 
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Painted  Chamber,  and  it  was  there  that  occurred  the  ill-timed  horseplay  between  Cromwell 
and  Marten,  during  which  the  two  inked  each  other's  faces  with  the  pens  with  which  they 
wrote  their  names.  Other  testimony  gnes  to  show  that  several  signatures  were  inscribed 
subsequently  at  Ciialloner's  house  in  Clcrkenwell.  The  jirobaliiliry  is  that  after  tlie  first 
signing  additional  names  were  introduced  to  widen  the  sphere  of  responsibility,  and  that  some 
of  these  were  appended  to  the  warrant  in  the  Oratory  as  well  as  at  Challoner's  house.  The 
chamber,  however,  stands  in  need  of  no  adventitious  aid,  such  as  a  picturesque  story  like  this 
supplies  to  recommend  it  to  notice.  It  is  an  architectural  gem  of  the  purest  water,  and  as 
such  will  always  attract  the  attention  of  ail  lovers  of  beauty. 

Even  older  than  the  crypt  and  Uw  cloisters,  thougli  without  any  pi'ctensions  to  tlie 
ai-chiteetural  interest  with  which  those  portions  of  the  ancient  Palace  are  invested,  is  the 
structure  known  as  the  Jewel  Tower.  Tucked  away  behind  the  buildings  in  Old  Palac(>  "i'ard, 
facing  the  House  of  Lords,  it  easily  escapes  notice.  Indeed,  comparatively  few  people  know 
of  its  existence.  Yet  it  is,  next  to  the  Abbey  and  Westminster  Hall,  historically  the  most 
interesting  building  in  this  locality,  for  it  is  the  sole  portion  of  the  ancient  Palace  of  West- 
minster that  has  come  down 
to  us  in  jiractically  its  original 


f'orni.  ^^'ak■ott  speaks  of  it  as 
of  ••the  age  of  Willianr  Kufus," 
liut  Sir  Ciilbei^t  Scott  places  it 
somewhat  later — in  the  reign 
of  Eichard  II.  Whatever  the 
precise  date  of  the  structure, 
its  exceptional  anti([uity  is 
beyond  question,  for  there  are 
records  extant  which  show 
that  in  1377  it  was  granted 
by  the  abbot  and  con\'ent,  with 
a  small  close  adjoining  it,  to 
l''dward  III.  It  was  used  by 
I  hat  monarch  as  a  repository 
for  the  State  jewels,  and  it 
then  received  the  name  which 
is  used  to  designate  it  to  the 
present  day.  In  its  char- 
acter of  treasure  house  it 
was  the  witness  of  some  strange 
incidents.  But  these  do  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the 
present  narrative.  Architec- 
turally the  tower  has  many 
jioints  of  interest.  "The  walls."' 
says  Sir  Gilbert  Scott.  ••  are 
pei^fect,  even  to  the  pai'apets, 
and  the  original  doorways 
remain,  their  heads  being  of 
the  form  called  the  shouldered 
arch,  so  much  used  in  domestic 
work  throughout  the  ^liddle 
Ages,  from  the  twelfth  century 
to  the  fifteenth.  ...  A  modern 
vault  has  been  introduceil  over 
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the  fir.-'t  Hoor  room, 
probably  as  a  security 
against  fire,  tliis  room 
having  had  originally 
a  -wooden  ceiling  ;  bnt 
fortunately  the  ground 
rooms  have  been  jire- 
served  intact,  with 
their  original  ground 
\aults,  with  moulded 
riljs  and  carved  bosses 
— evidently  a  part  of 
the  same  work  as  tin- 
t'h  listers  and  other 
vaulted  sul)-structures 
of  Abbot  Littlington." 

After  serving  for 
many  years  the  pur- 
poses of  a  treasure 
rliamlier,  it  was  turned 
over  to  the  Grovern- 
ment  authorities  for 
the  storage  of 
records,  and  canir 
to  be  known  as  the 
Parliament  Chamber. 
It  was  the  depository 
of  the  legislativi- 
archives  until  tlie 
construction  of  tin- 
mighty  ^'ictoria 
Tower  hard  b  \' 
furnished  a  muni- 
ment chamber  more 
fitted  to  the  needs 
of  the  Imperial 
Legislature.  But.  as 
Uean  Stanley  aptly 
says,  the  grey  fortress 
still  remains,  and. 
\Y\t\\      tlie      'I'reasurv 

and  Chapter  House,  forms  the  tri2)le  link  of  the  English  State  and  Church  with  the  venerable 
past.  "Comparing  the  concentration  of  English  historical  edifices  at  Westminster  with  those 
at  Kome  under  the  Capitol,  as  the  Temple  of  Saturn  finds  its  likeness  in  the  Treasury  and 
tlie  Temple  of  Concord  (where  the  Senate  assembled)  in  the  Chapter  House  and  refectory,  so 
the  missive  walls  of  the  Tabularium,  where  the  decrees  of  the  Senate  were  carefully  guarded, 
corri'spond  to  the  square  tower  of  the  Parliament  Office,  overlooking  the  garden  of  the  precincts 
from  which  it  has  long  been  parted."' 

During  the  rebuilding  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  after  the  fire  of  1834,  the  tower 
formed  part  of  the  Speaker's  residence,  and  in  1806  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Department 
of  the  Eoard  of  Trade,  and  is  now  used  as  part  of  the  Government  Standards  Weights 
and    Measures    Office.      An    interesting    account    of    the    standards    and   their    connection    with 
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THE   OLD   STANDARDS,  JEWEL   TOWER. 
Snnie  of  the  ancient  measures  preserved  by  the  Standards  Department  in  the  Tower. 

Parlicimeut  is  given  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Chaney  in  his  recent  work,'  from  whicli  we  learn  that 
until  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  the  standards  in  use  had  been  those  of  Henry  "\'II.  The  legal 
standards  made  by  Elizabeth  continued  down  to  1824,  when  a  uniform  system  of  weights  and 
measures  was  introduced  by  legislation,  the  outcome  of  the  reports  of  various  Parliamentary 
inquiries  extending  over  a  period  of  sixty  j'ears.  In  1825,  under  the  advice  of  various  scientific 
authorities,  brass  copies  of  the  new  Imperial  standards  were  made  and  deposited  at  the  office 
of  the  Exchequer.  They  became  known  as  the  "  Exchequer  standards,"  and  are  now  included 
in  those  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  They  had  been  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  1758  ;  but  these  standards  did  not 
escape  the  ravages  of  the  fire  in  1834,  and  were  injured  or  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed 
when  the  Houses  of  Parliament  were  burned.  Later,  however,  certain  of  them  were  discovered 
in  the  ruins,  among  them  particularly  the  yard  measure,  and  tliey  are  now  preserved,  still 
under  the  charge  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  in  a  lobby  leading  to  that  officer's  residence, 
reached  by  a  corridor  at  the  back  of  the  Speaker's  Chair. 

In  1854,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  a  Royal  Commission,  new  Imperial 
standards  were  made  and  duly  legalised.  The  yard  and  the  pound  w-ere  verified  by  compni-ison. 
Copies  of  the  new  Imperial  standards  were  then  deposited  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  Koyal 
]Mint,  etc.,  and  they"  are  known  as  the  "Parliamentary  copies,"  the  object  being  that  should 
the  original  standards  be  lost  or  injured,  authentic  copies  can  be  easily  found.  By  a  subsequent 
Act  of  Parliament  the  '-Parliamentary  copies"  are  required  to  be  compared  with  each  other 
once  in  twenty  years,  and  upon  the  last  occasion  (1892)  ]\Ir.  Speaker  Arthur  W.  Peel, 
accompanied  by  the  high  officers  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain,  met  together  for  the  purpose.  The  "Parliamentary  copies"  of  the  standards  were 
removed  from  their  place  of  deposit  within  the  wall  under   the    blank    wintlow    on    the    right- 

'  '=  Treatise  on  Standard  Weights  and  Measures  in  use  in  the  British  Empire,"  1S97. 
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hand  side  of  the  second  hmding  of  the  puldic  staircase  heading  from  the  lower  waiting  hall 
up  to  the  Commons  committee-rooms  in  the  new  Palace  of  Westminster,  and  being  compared 
with  the  standards  produced  by  the  Board  of  Trade  were  declared  not  in  any  way  destroyed, 
defaced,  or  otherwise  injured,  but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
they  were  immured  in  1872.  Subsequently,  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Chaney, 
the  Superintendent  of  Weights  and  JMeasures,  they  were  replaced  in  their  original  eases  and 
lioxes  in  the  following  manner :  The  platinum  pound  was  wrajipjed  in  Swedish  filtering  paper, 
and  was  then  placed  in  its  silver-gilt  case,  which  in  its  tm'n  was  placed  in  a  square  solid  bronze 
case ;  the  bronze  case  was  afterwards  deposited  in  a  mahogany  box,  which  was  screwed  down 
and  sealed.  The  immured  yard  was  placed  on  its  eight  rollers  within  a  mahogany  liox.  which 
was  also  screwed  down  and  sealed.  Both  mahogany  boxes  were  then  deposited  within  a  lead 
case,  which  was  soldered  down.  Finally,  the  oak  box  was  put  within  the  cavity  in  the  stone 
wall.  Before  the  removal  of  the  standards  a  mason  had  carefully  sawn  through  the  cement 
round  the  joints  of  a  large  stone  which  closed  the  cavity,  and  after  they  had  been  re-deposited 
the  same  stone  was  inserted  and  was  grouted  in  with  cement.  The  brass  tablet  now  upon  the 
wall  records  the  fact  that  "Within  this  wall  are  deposited  standards  of  the  British  yard 
measure  and  the  British  pound  weight."  This  record  of  the  standards  makes  it  evident  that 
the  present  Imperial  measures,  etc.,  were  derived  from  those  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  these 
in  their  turn  from  the  time  of  Henry  YII.,  the  latter  having  withstood  the  changes  of  four 
centuries. 

At  one  period  the  standards  were  kept,  under  the  charge  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  the  Pyx  Chapel  at  Westminster  Abbey.  Tlie  entrance  to  this  is  near  the  Chapter 
House,  through  massive  double  doors  which  are  still  in  a  state  of  good  preservation.  In 
the  interior  are  shown  the  altar  (which,  it  ap)pears,  may  have  been  used  for  coinage  purposes),  a 
number  of  old  oak  j)resses  in  which  State  records  were  stored,  and  chests  in  which  the 
standards  and  assays  of  gold  and  silver  were  deposited.  Dean  Stanley  in  his  "  Memorials 
of    Westminster    Abbey "    thus     describes    the    Pyx    Chapel :    ••  In     the     east    cloister     is    an 
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aiificiit  douhle  door  made  of  oak.  cacli  door 
having  three  locks  wldch  admit  to  tho 
chapel,  which  was  no  less  than  the  Tn'asury 
of  England — a  grand  word,  which,  while  it 
conveys  us  back  to  the  most  primitive  times, 
is  yet  big  with  the  destinies  of  the  present 
and  the  future  of  that  sacred  body.  It  was 
probably  immediately  after  the  Conquest 
that  the  Kings  detei'mined  to  lodge  their 
treasures  there,  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  inviolable  sanctuary  which  St.  Peter  had 
conseci'ated  and  the  bones  of  the  Confessor 
had  sanctified." 

Connected  with  the  ganlcn  wliidi  once 
existed  about  the  Jewel  Tower  is  a  curious 
story  which  Dean  Stanley  recalls  in  his 
fascinating  work.  '•  Not  far  from  the  tower,' 
he  says,  "  lived  a  hermit  who  formed  an 
adjunct  of  the  monastic  community  —  an 
advanced  guard  of  peculiar  sanctity.  The 
anchorite  who  occupied  this  tenement  at  the 
close  of  the  fourteenth  century  was  Iniried 
in  a  leaden  coffin  in  a  small  chapel  attached 
to  his  cell.  A  cci'tain  William  Ushborne, 
keeper  of  the  adjacent  Palace,  suborned  a 
plunilier  of  the  convent  to  dig  up  the 
sacred  bones,  which  he  tossed  into  the  well 
in  the  centre  of  the  cloister  cemetery,  and 
had  the  leaden  coffin  conveyed  by  its  iron 
clasps  to  his  office.  The  sacrilege  was  first  visiti^i  on  the  poor  plumber,  who  was  seized 
with  sudden  faintness  und  died  in  Ushborne's  house.  This,  howexer.  was  but  the  beginning 
of  Ushborne's  crimes.  He  afterwards  contriveil  to  appropriate  the  waste  marsh  (lietween 
the  tower  and  the  river\  which  he  turned  into  a  garden,  with  a  pond  to  preserve  his  own 
fresh  fish.  (Jn  a  certain  fast  day — the  Vigil  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincnla — the  day  before 
the  great  c<inventual  fea>t  on  the  fat  bucks  of  Windsor — he  invited  liis  Westminster 
neighbours  to  a  su]ii)er.  C)iit  of  tlie  pond  he  had  fished  a  large  pike.  He  himself  began 
upon  it,  and  after  two  or  three  mouthfiils  he  screamed  out,  'Look!  look!  here  is  come  a 
fellow  who  is  going  to  clioke  me,'  and,  thus  caught  without  the  viaticum  liy  the  very  fish 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  his  sacrilege,  he  died  on  the  spot,  and  was  buried  in  the 
choir  of  St.  Margaret's."  This  story  long  went  round  the  monastic  circle  at  Westminster,  and 
lent  to  this  corner  of  the  Abbey  precincts  a  tinge  of  real  romance  until  the  modern  "  house- 
breaker "  and  road-maker  came  along  and  gave  to  the  scene  of  the  ghostly  hermit's  retreat  a 
thoroughly  modern  and  commonplace  appearance.  The  well-known  hoiise  in  Old  Palace  Yard 
occupied  by  Mr.  Labouchere  abuts  upon  the  Jewel  Tower,  and  it  could  not  have  been  far  from 
his  garden   that  tiie  sacrilegious  Ushborne  caught  tlu^  mysterious  pike  which  caused  his  death. 


TUB    JJiWKL    TUVVEli, 

case  and  old  dool",  the  qiiaint  shape  of  which 
he  noted. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 


ST.    STEPHEN'S    CHAPEL. 


In  the  general  description  of  the  old  Palace  of  Westminster  allusion  has  been 
erection  of  St.  Stephen's  Clia})el ;  but  in  view  of  the  architectural  importance  of 
and  its  fame  as  the  home  of  the  House  of  Commons  during  thi-ee  centuries, 
lengthened  reference  to  it  seems  to  be  demanded  before  we  take  final  leave  of  the 
features  of  the  Palace  of 
Westminster,  old  and  new. 
As  a  collegiate  chapel,  with 
all  the  attributes  of  such  an 
ecclesiastical  establishment, 
situated  in  the  heart  of  the 
Palace  of  the  King,  it  enjoyed 
during  the  early  centuries  of 
its  existence  a  special  dis- 
tinction. Jewels  were  lavished 
upon  its  shrines  with  extra- 
ordinary profuseness.  Its 
decorations  also,  as  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  show,  were 
on  a  scale  of  magnificence 
such  as  marked  no  other 
sacred  building  of  that  period. 
Jloreover,  its  services  were  of 
exceptional  splendour;  in  fact, 
there  were  few  churches  in 
the  country  which,  in  its  day, 
were  more  famous,  "i'et  sucli 
were  its  vicissitudes  that 
the  building  is  remembered 
in  this  age,  not  as  a  great 
ecclesiastical  establishment, 
but  as  a  political  and  legisla- 
tive centre  second  to  none  in 
the  world  for  the  engrossing 
interest  of  the  events  of  which 
it  has  been  the  scene. 

When  the  fa  i  t  h  f  u  1 
Commons  left  the  Chapter 
House  of  the  .-Mihey — or  were 
ejected  from  it  for  disorderly 
behaviour  according  to  one 
autliority — the  Chapel,  in 
which  they  were  then  installed, 


made  t 

the  bu 

some 

architc 


o    tlie 

ilding 

more 

ctural 


294 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


OSE  OF  Tin:  BASSO-KELIEVOS 
THE  CESTUE  OF  THE  GROINS  OF 
STEPHEX'S   CHAPEL   CLOISTERS. 


A  FIGURE  OF  AN  ASGEL  WHICH 
APPEARED  IN  THE  OKNAJIENTAL  STONE- 
WORK OF  THE  OLD  ST.  STEPHEN'S 
CHAPEL   CLOISTERS. 


had  sadly  degenerated.     Its 

rich    endowinents    diverted 

to    other    uses,'    its    clergy 

scattered,  and  the  sjjirit  of 

(k'votion    which     had    once 

ministcriMl    to    its    magnifi- 
cence extinct,,  it  had  fallen 

into    neglect,    and   possibly 

also  into  some  decay.       In 

what  manner  it  was  ada[>tc(l 

to    its    legislative   jiurposes 

there    is    no    record    extant 

to  sliow.     The  presumption 

is  that  when  it  was  handed 

over    to    the    Commons    in 

the  years  immediately  suc- 
ceeding the  Act  for  the  suppression  of  the  religious  foundations,  it  was  fitted  up  in  much  the  style 
which  marked  it  in  the  next  century.  In  the  earliest  views  extant  of  the  House  of  Commons  — 
those  on  the  seals  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  cast  in  1648  — 
the  walls  are  shown  with  a  plain  wainscoting  and  with  the  ecclesiastical  features  of  the  edifice  other- 
wise disguised.  A  change  appears  to  have  been  made  a  little  later  by  the  introduction  of  tapestry 
hangings,  for  the  Commonwealth  seal  of  1651  represents  the  walls  thus  covered.  The  aspect  of 
the  House  was  not  materially  changed  until  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when,  to  provide  greater 
accommodation.  Sir  Christojiher  Wren  was  called  in  to  erect  galleries.  Whatever  the  services 
of  the  eminent  architect  elsewhere,  he  shone  very  inconspicuously  in  his  work  at  the  Palace  of 
Westminster.  His  alterations  were  mostly  in  the  nature  of  disfigurements,  tending,  as  they  did,  to 
conceal,  and  in  some  instances  to  mutilate,  the  beautiful  work  of  the  ancient  Chapel.  Mewing  the 
matter  in  the  light  of  subsequent  discoveries,  it  is  extraordinary  that  so  great  a  master  of  taste 
should  have  given  his  sanction  to  changes  which  tended  to  mar  still  further  such  a  noble  edifice 
as  the  Chapel  even  then  was.  But  it  is  possible  that  his  hands  were  tied  by  his  instructions — that 
the  duty  imposed  upon  him  was  not  to  renovate  and  restore,  but  merely  to  provide  additional 
elbow-i-oom  for  members,  whose  numbers  had  been  swollen  by  the  then  recent  Union  with  Scotland. 
After  the  completion  of  Wren's  alterations,  the  Chapel  underwent  no  other  important 
change  until  a  further  addition  to  the  accommodation  was  rendered  necessary  in  1800  by  the 
admission  of  one  hundred  and  three  Irish  members  as  a  consequence  of  the  Union  with  Irelaud. 
To  meet  the  exigency  an  ingenious  scheme  was  adojited.     This  was  the  razing  of  the  old  side  walls 

of  the   Chapel,   which  were 

tliree    feet    thick,    and    the 

1  luildingupon  the  fonndat  ion 

(if    a    new    wall    only    one 

loot  thick.     In  this  way  an 

adilitidual  widtli  of  four  feet 

was  obtained  in  the  chamber. 

sufficient  to  meet  the    nrw 

demands. 

As  soun  as    the  wains- 
coting   was    renio\'ed    jire- 

paratory    to     carrying     out 

tlie  plan,  it   was   discoxeivd 

that     the     old     stone     walls 


REPRKsEN'rA  rin.N  oF  1111^  SAVIOCR 
S!^EN  IN  THE  MASONRY  OP  THE  OLD 
STEPHEN'S  CHAPEL   CLOISTERS. 


'    By  a  st.atute  of    1    Edward 
VI.  (A.D.  15-17) 


SACRED  JIONOGRA.M  USED  IX  THE 
ORNA.VIENTATION  OF  THE  OLD  ST. 
STEPHE5{'S  chapel  CLOISTERS. 


RrproJiiceil  from  Smith's 


ARMORIAL   BEARINGS  PROM  ST.   STEPHEN'S  CHAPEL 
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were  enriclicd  witli  a  sej'ies  of  beautiful  paintings,  many  (if  tliciu  in  a  perfect  state  of 
preservation.  Some  remarkably  fine  sculptured  figures  anil  urnaincnls  were  also  brought  to 
light,  and  it  was  furthermore  seen  that  the  elegant  tracery  of  the  windows  had  been  adorned 
with  ancient  stained  glass.  The  sulijicts  trealcd  were  mostly  scrijrfural.  ••  I  pnn  one  side  was 
seen  St.  Mary  and  k^t.  Joseph;  before  them  knelt  King  Edward  III.,  his  (^m cu  and  Court 
laying  their  rich  offerings  before  the  feet  of  the  Blessed  Child.  I'jmiu  the  walls  wcrr  jiaintings 
rejiresenting  scri^jtural  subjects  ;  and  on  each  side  of  the  altar  were  frescoes  of  the  Nativity 
of  Our  INIost  Bles.sed  Lord  and  Saviour,  the  presentation  t)f  the  Holy  Infant  in  the  Temjjle,  the 
marriage  of  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  the  temptation  of  the  Redeemer  in  the  Wilderness.  In  the 
windows  were  represented  Adam  and  Eve,  Noah  and  his  family,  Abraham,  Joseph,  the  history 
of  the  Israelites,  and  the  chief  incidents  in  the  life  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  from  his  baptism  in 
the  Eiver  Jordan  until  the  last  dread  hours  of  the  Crucifixion  upon  Calvary."  ' 

The  discoveries  created  a  great  sensation  in  antiquarian  cii'cles,  and  a  thorough  inve.stigation 
of  the  remains  was  made.  Upon  the  irrefragable  evidence  afforded  by  the  old  records  of  the 
work  done  at  the  Chapel  and  the  payments  made  for  it,  it  was  conckuled  that  the  jiaintings 
were  executed  between  the  years  1345  and  13G4,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  An  interesting 
circumstance  also  disclosed  was  that  many  of  the  paintings  were  in  oils,  and  that  they  were 
consequently  amongst  the  earliest  specimens    of  that    class    of  art   work   in    existence. 

Little  need  be  said  of  the  later  structural  history  of  the  Chapel.  In  its  enlarged 
condition  it  remained  unchanged  until  the  tire  of  18154  burnt  out  the  flimsy  galleries  and 
partitions  and  other  modern  features,  and  left  tlie  shell  of  the  ancient  building  standing,  gaunt 
and  black,  but  yet  with  many  traces  of  its  old  beauty  upon  it.  Afterwards,  as  is  related 
elsewhere,  the  walls  were  pulled  down  to  make  way  for  the  new  Palace  of  Westminster  of 
Sir  Charles  Barry,  and  all  that  is  left  to  us  of  the  famous  building  is  its  brilliant  memories 
of  three  hundred  years  of  national  life.  F)ut  what  memories  tliey  are  !  Across  the  floor  flit 
the  images  of  all  the  gi'eat  men  who  helped  in  the  government  of  the  country  from  the 
spacious  age  of  Elizabeth  to  the  Golden  Era  of  A'ictoria.  Cecil,  Coke,  Hyde,  Pym,  Hampden, 
Cromwell,  Soraers,  Walpole,  Bolingbroke.  Harley,  St.  John,  the  two  Pitts,  Fox,  Pelhani, 
-Mansfield,  Sheridan,  Burke,  Canning,  Melbourne,  Peel,  Gladstone — these  are  a  few  of  the 
names  that  instantly  <i<'(ur  to  the  mind  in  connection  with  this  ancient  building.  Its  secular 
history  is  an  epitome  of  the  growth  and  devolopment  of  modern  constitutional  government. 
Some  of  the  greatest  events  in  English  history — events  which  had  tlieir  direct  influence  in 
the  moulding  of  the  British  Empire — actually  occurred  within  its  walls.  If  it  still  existed, 
no  single  chamber  would  have  a  profounder  interest  or  more  stirring  associations  for  the 
politician  or  for  the  student. 

'  Wnlrott's  "  llcmorials  of  Westminster." 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

PARLIAMENT  IN  BEING— ROYAL   SPEECHES. 


P'ar  back  in  the  remote  past  of  Parliamentary  history  must  be  sought  the  genesis  of  those 
ornate  ceremonies  'which  now  accompany  the  opening  of  Parliament.  But  in  the  earliest  days 
no  doubt  the  forms  in  many  respects  differed  very  widely  from  those  now  observed.  At  that 
period  the  monarch  lived  almost  constantly  in  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  and  as  Parliaments 
were  customarily  held  in  one  or  other  of  its  rooms  there  was  little  scope  for  disjjlay  apart 
from  that  associated  with  the  ordinary  everyday  life  of  the  Court.  Moreover,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  understand  that  the  Norman  and  Plantagenet  Kings  did  not  feel  impelled  to  emphasise  by 
spectacle  the  existence  of  the  controlling  authority  which  from  time  to  time  set  itself  to 
oppose  their  arljitrary  decrees.  Parliament  met  and  discharged  certain  functions,  and  that  is 
about  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject. 

The  earliest  authentic  record  in  any  detail  of  the  opening  of  Parliament  is  of  the  assembly 
.summoned  at  Westminster  by  Henry  III.  on  January  28th,  1242.  On  this  occasion  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  speech  from  the  throne,  as  we  now  understand  the  term.  The 
monarch's  demands,  which  were  for  financial  aid  to  j^rosecute  a  war  with  France  for  the 
recovery  of  his  lost  possessions,  were  voiced  by  Earl  Eichard,  Archbishoj)  Walter  Grey,  and 
the  Provost  of  Beverley.  To  them  the  Parliament  gave  an  unfavourable  answer  in  a  memorable 
document  which  constitutes  the  first  recorded  example  of  a  reply  to  the  throne.  Two  years 
later,  when  the  f>ressing  necessities  of  the  State  constrained  the  King  again  to  seek  the  assistance 
of  his  subjects,  he  acted  as  his  own  spokesman.  A  similar  course  was  adojjted  by  him  on 
subsequent  occasions.  Indeed,  with  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  growth  of  the  popular  discontent 
at  the  King's  misgovernment,  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  largely  partook  of  the  character 
of  an  altercation  between  Henry  and  his  barons.  Edward  I.,  following  the  precedent  thus 
established  of  direct  personal  communication  with  Parliament,  intervened  freely  in  the 
discussions  in  the  national  council  cliandiei 
and  exercised  a  real  influence  in  the  framing 
of  those  laws  which  have  won  for  him  the 
title  of  the  "English  Justinian."  To  him 
we  owe  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  Kin^  s 
speech  that  was  ever  delivered.  It  was  not 
the  studied,  formal  composition  which  now 
passes  under  the  name,  but  an  impassioned 
harangue — an  appeal  to  the  people  if  e\ei 
there  was  one— delivered  from  a  wooden  stage 
erected  in  front  of  Westminster  Hall.  The 
occasion  of  this  notable  piece  of  Eo\  il 
oratory  was  the  crisis  precipitated  in  12'J7 
by  Edward's  unconstitutional  act  in  ordering 
a  general  military  levy  of  the  countiy 
Alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the 
earls  and  barons,  led  by  Bohun  and  Bigod, 
the  King  decided  upon  a  frank  public  con- 
fession of  his  error;  and  a  promise  of  amend 
ment  as  the  best  means  of  recovering  his 
lost    authority.       His    address — one    of    the 
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The  monkish  aspect  of  the  assembly  will  be  noted.     In  the  earlier  Parlii 

meats  the  ecclesiastical  element  was  very  pronounced. 
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earliest,  it'  not  the  earliest,  platform 
speeches  in  our  history — was  tremendously 
effective.  In  strains  of  real  eloquence,  if 
we  are  to  believe  the  chronicler  (Matthew 
of  Westminster),  he  expressed  his  sorrow 
at  jiast  faults  and  his  determination  to 
govern  constitutionally  in  the  future. 
Concluding,  he  said:  '"I  am  going  to 
expose  myself  to  danger  for  your  sakes. 
I  jn'ay  you.  if  I  return,  receive  me  as 
you  lia\e  me  now.  ami  I  will  restoi-e  to 
you  all  that  has  liceii  taken.  But  if  I 
return  not,  crown  my  son  as  your  King." 
Deeply  stirred  by  the  oration,  the  assem- 
bled populace  lifted  uj)  their  hands  in 
token  of  their  devotion. 

As  Parliament  developed  in  power, 
the  proceedings  became  more  regular  and 
protracted,  and  the  relations  of  the  King 
with  the  assembly  grew  less  intimate. 
In  course  of  time  the  custom  arose  of 
the  King  having  his  speech  delivered 
by  deputy,  that  deputy  being  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  Almost  simultaneously  there  was  established  the  practice,  followed  to  this  day,  of  a 
debate  on  the  speech,  terminated  by  the  adojition  of  an  address  to  the  Crown.  j\Iost  authorities 
assign  the  delivery  of  the  first  regular  reply  to  a  Royal  speech  to  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
It  is  certain  that  from  that  jJeriod  dates  much  of  the  procedure  of  Parliament  as  we  know  it 
to-day.  The  rule  of  the  delivery  of  a  speech  bj  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  maintained 
without  exce^jtions.  There  was  a  notable  departure  from  the  ordinary  practice  on  May  2nd,  1421, 
when  Henry  Y.  declared  "  with  his  own  mouth "  the  Royal  wishes.  The  King's  necessities  at 
the  time  were  great,  owing  to  the  costliness  of  the  war  with  France,  and  he  no  doubt  felt 
the  desirability  of  exercising  his  great  personal  influence  to  secure  the  supplies  requisite  for 
the  execution  of  his  plans.  With  his  death  the  old  order  of  the  delivery  of  Royal  sj^eeches  by 
proxy  was  revei'ted  to  of  necessity.  Henry  YI.  was  a  mere  infant  when  he  commenced  to 
reign,  and  the  opening  of  his  first  Parliament  supplies  perhaps  as  curious  a  pictm'e  as  any 
that  the  records  on  this  branch  of  the  subject  afford.  The  tiny  monarch  was  brought  from  the 
Tower  on  a  very  tall  horse  through  the  crowded  streets,  and  after  being  regaled  with  fare  suited 
to  his  tender  age,  was  solemnly  taken  to  the  House  of  Lords,  where,  sitting  on  his  mother's 
lap,  he  discharged  his  part — most  probably  a  noisy  one — in  the  day's  ceremony.  "  It  was  a 
strange  sight,"  says  an  old  chronicler,  "and  the  first  time  it  was  ever  so  seen  in  England." 

With  little  variation  the  procedure  at  the  opening  of  Parliament  remained  as  it  was  in 
Henry  YI.'s  reign  until  the  imperious  Elizabeth  appeared  upon  the  throne.  The  Mrgin  Queen, 
with  her  love  of  disjjlay  and  her  dominating  force  of  character,  infused  a  new  personal  element 
into  the  ceremony,  giving  to  it  a  brilliancy  and  imjiortance  that  had  never  previously  marked 
it.  The  industrious  D'Ewes,  as  watchful  for  jiicturesque  incident  as  the  latter-day  professional 
Parliamentary  sketch-writers,  has  left  us  sojne  vivid  word-pictures  of  these  great  legislative 
functions.  As  they  are  the  first  really  detailed  descrijitions  of  the  opening  of  Parliament  that 
are  extant,  some  excerpts  from  them  will  not  be  without  interest  or  value.  The  narrative,  so 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  opens  with  the  assembly  of  the  first  Parliament  of  Elizabeth's  reign 
on  ISlonday,  January  2oth,  1558.  This  is  the  scene  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  D'Ewes  saw  it  :— 
"  Her  Majesty  sat  in  the  Chair  of  Estate,  and  when  she  stood  up  her  mantle  was  assisted 
and  borne  up  from  her  arms  by  two  Noblemen  or  others  of  Eminent  Rank  thereunto  appointed. 
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The  populace  are  shovn  lifting  „p  their  hands  in  token  of  their  devotion. 
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The  two  Seats,  on  the  right  and  left  hand  of  the  Chair  of  Estate,  were  void  in  respect  that 
the  first  was  Anciently  for  the  King  of  Scots,  when  he  used  to  come  to  onr  Parliaments, 
and  the  other  on  the  left  hand  is  for  the  Prince,  the  immediate  heir  to  the  Crown.  On  the 
form  on  the  right  side  of  the  Chair  of  Estate,  wliich  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  Upper 
House,  usually  sat  the  spiritual  Lords — the  Archbishop  of  York  beginning  the  form  and  the 
Alibot  of  Westminster  ending  it.  This  was  the  last  Abbot  that  ever  sat  in  the  House  in 
England,  and  upon  this  occasion  the  two  Archbishops  sat  upon  one  form  by  themselves,  and  then 
the  other  Bishops  in  order  upon  two  forms,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  State.  The  Bishop  of 
London  first,  the  Bishop  of  Durham  second,  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  in  the  third  jJace, 
and  then  all  the  other  Bishops  according  to  the  antiquity  of  their  Consecrations.  On  the  left 
side  of  the  Chair  of  State,  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  Upper  House,  upon  the  foremost 
form,  sat  all  the  Temporal  Lords  above  the  degree  of  Barons.  The  Marquis  of  Winchester, 
Lord  Treasurer  of  England,  beginning  that  form,  and  the  Viscountess  Bindon  ending  it.  The 
Barons  sat  on  the  second  form,  on  the  left  hand  of  the  State.  The  Lord  Clinton,  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England,  began  the  form  by  virtue  of  his  Office,  and  the  Lord  St.  John  of  Bletsoe 
ended  it.  Upon  subsequent  meetings  of  the  House  in  this  and  the  next  session  one  form 
was  deemed  sufficient  for  all  the  Barons,  but  upon  this  occasion,  the  attendance  being  large, 
many  Barons  sat  upon  other  Forms,  Cross-ways,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  House. 

"  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  although  the  Lord  Keeper  and  also  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Secretary, 
was  under  the  degree  of  a  Baron ;  being  but  a  knight,  stood  behind  the  Cloth  of  the  Estate  on 
the  right  hand.  Upon  subsequent  occasions.  Her  JNIajesty  not  being  present,  his  Lordship  sat 
on  the  first  Woolsack,  which  is  placed  athwart  the  House,  the  Seal  and  !Mace  by  him. 

"On  the  Woolsack  on  the  north  side  of  the  House  and  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Estate 
sat  the  two  Chief  Justices  and  other  Judges.  Chi  the  Woolsack  on  the  left  hand  of  the  Estate 
and  on  the  south  side  of  the  House,  sat  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and 
the  Queen's  Learned  Council  and  others.  All  these  may  be  said  to  sit  on  the  inner  side  of 
the  Woolsacks,  and  the  Queen's  Learned  Council  on  the  outside,  next  the  Bishops. 

"The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Clerk  of  the  Parliament  sat  on  the  Lower  Woolsack  and 
had  a  Table  before  them.  The  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  had  to  assist  him,  his  Clerks,  but  they 
kneeled  behind  the  Woolsack,  and  wrote  thereon. 

"All  the  ■  Peers  had  their  Mantles,  Hoods,  and  Surcoats  of  Crimson  Velvet  or  Scarlet, 
furred  witla    ."Miniver,  their    Arms    imt  on    the  right    side,  and    the    Duke  of  Norfolk  had    four 

bars  of  Miniver,  the  Marquis  of 
Winchester  and  the  Earls  three, 
and  the  Barons  two. 

"The  Knights,  Citizens,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  House  of 
Connnons  having  been  summoned 
l\v  Her  Majesty's  Command,  as 
many  as  could  be  conveniently 
let  in  stood  below  the  rail  or 
bar  of  the  House.  Sir  Nicholas 
Bacon,  after  conferring  privately 
with  the  Queen,  delivered  Her 
^lajesty's  reason  for  summoning 
Parliament.  As  soon  as  Lord 
Keeper  ended  his  Speech  the 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses 
retired  to  the  House  of  Commons 
EDWARD  VI.  AND  HIS  COUNCIL.  to  clect  their  Speaker." 

.  scene  in  one  of  the  old  room,  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster-  The  opening  of   a  Subsequent 

inubabiy  the  Tainted  Chamber.  Parliament— that  of  1562 — found 


The  picture  represents 


from  a  draicUg  bi/  A.  D.  ilcConrikk. 

HENRY   VI.    OPENING   PARLIAMENT   WITH   HIS   MOTHER. 
This  is  the  only  instance  recorded  in  English  history  in  wliich  Parliament  was  opened  by  a  Sovereign  of  tender  years. 

301 


302 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


CHAUl.I 
ome  little  tin 


IS   WAY   TO   OPEN   PARLIAMENT, 
las  accustomed  to  make  the  journey  through  the  streets  < 
retinue,  also  mounted. 


lu-rseliack  with  a  great 


D'Ewes  again  at   his   j'ost,  indefatigably  recording    Lis  imjaressions.      This  time   lie    gives   us  a 
glimj)se  of  the  spectacle  outside  the  Parliament  House. 

"On  Tuesday,  January  12th,"  he  says,  "the  Parliament  was  held,  and  about  11  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  Her  Majesty  took  her  Horse  at  the  Hall  Door  and  jaroceeded  in  the  following 
manner  to  the  Church  of  Westminster.  First,  all  Gentlemen  two  and  two,  then  Esquires, 
Knights,  Bannerets,  and  Lords  being  no  Barons,  or  under  age.  Then  the  Trumpeters,  the 
Queen's  Sergeant  in  his  Circot-Hood  and  Mantle,  unlined,  of  Scarlet,  the  Queen's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor,  Justices,  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  Master  of  the  EoUs  in  his  Gown,  and 
Knights  Councillors  in  their  Gowns.  After  these  came  Sir  William  Cecil,  Chief  Secretary, 
and  Sir  Edward  Kogers,  Comptroller,  and  William  Howard  bearing  the  Queen's  Cloak  and 
Hat,  followed  by  thirty  Barons  in  their  jNIantles,  Ploods,  and  Circots  furr'd,  and  two  rows  of 
Miniver  on  their  right  Shoulders.  Then  the  Bishops,  their  Robes  of  Scarlet  lined  and  a  hood 
down  their  backs  of  JMiniver,  the  Viscounts,  Earls,  followed  by  the  IMarquis  of  Winchester  and 
jMarquis  of  Northampton.  Lord  Keeper's  Sergeant  and  Seal,  and  after  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  in  his  Gown.  Now  came  the  Heralds  Clarenceux  and  Norrys  and 
Queen's  Sergeant-at-Arms,  followed  by  Garter.  The  Uuke  of  Norfolk,  with  Gilt  Rod  as  Marshal, 
the  Lord  Treasurer  with  the  Cap  of  Estate,  and  the  Earl  of  Worcester  with  the  Sword.  Now 
came  Her  jMajesty  on  horseback,  a  little  behind  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  Vice-Chamberlain. 
Her  Grace  apparelled  in  her  ISIantle  opened  before,  furred  with  Ermines,  and  her  Kirtle  of 
Crimson  Velvet  close  before  and  close  sleeves,  but  the  Hands  turned  up  with  Ermines  and  a 
hood  hanging  low,  round  about  her  neck.  Over  all  a  rich  collar,  set  with  Stones  and  other 
jewels,  and  on  her  head  a  rich  Caul.  And  the  next  after  her,  the  Lord  Robert  Dudley,  blaster 
of  the  Horse,  leading  a  spare  horse.  And  after  all  other  ladies  two  and  two,  in  their  ordinary 
apparel.  By  the  side  the  Queen  went  with  her  footmen,  and  along  on  either  side  of  her  went 
the  pensioners,  with  their  Axes  ;  after  the  ladies  followed  the  Captain  of  the  Guard,  Sir  William 
St.  Loe.  and  then  the  tiuard. 


Fro,,!  a  dmwuui  urJind  hy  the  then  Garter. 

THE   HOUSE   OP   PEERS,   WITH   HENRY  VIII.   ON   THE   THRONE. 
W'olsey  is  seen  on  tlie  left  c,f  the  idcture  seated  by  the  throne,  with  tlie  Cardinal's  hat  above  his  head.    Xext  to  him  is  Warrham,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury.    The  .Speaker  c.f  the  House  of  Commons  is  in  attendance  at  the  Bar  with  others  o£  the  Lower  House,  one  of  whom  is  covered,  a. 
privilege  granted  to  several  persons  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
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"In  this  order  Her  Majesty  proceeded  to  the  North  Door  of  the  Church  of  Westminster, 
where  the  Dean  there  and  the  Dean  of  the  Chapel  met  her.  and  tlie  whole  chapel  in  copes. 
St.  Edward's  Staff  was  delivered  to  her.  A  canoi)y  was  borne  over  her  by  Knights,  and  her 
Grace's  Train  was,  from  the  weight  thereof,  held  from  her  by  Lord  Eobert  Dudley,  Master  of 
the  Horse,  and  Sir  Francis  Knowles,  A'ice-Chamberlain,  and  so  proceeded  to  the  Travers  beside 
the  Table  of  Administration.  All  the  Lords  sat  dowix  beside  the  Travers,  Lords  Spiritual 
on  the  one  side,  Temporal  on  the  other,  and  the  Sword  and  Cap  of  Estate  was  laid  upon  the 
table.  The  choir  having  sung  the  English  j)rocession,  Mr.  Noell,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  began  his 
sermon,  first  offering  a  prayer  for  the  Queen's  JMajesty  and  the  Universal  Church,  and  the 
Honourable  Assembly  of  three  Estates  there  i^resent,  that  they  might  make  such  laws,  as  should 
be   to  God's  Glory  and  the  good  of  the  Realm. 

"  The  sermon  being  ended  and  a  psalm  sung.  Her  Majesty  and  the  rest  orderly  on  foot 
proceeded  out  of  the  South  Door,  where  she  delivered  the  Dean  her  sceptre,  and  so  proceeded 
to  the  Parliament  Chamber,  where  the  Queen  stayed  a  while  in  her  privy  Chamber,  till  all  the 
Lords  and  others  were  placed,  and  tlien  Her  Highness  came  forth,  and  went  and  sat  down 
in  her  Royal  place  and  the  Chair  of  Estate  (the  Sword  and  Cap  of  Maintenance  borne  before 
her),  and  when  slie  stood  u]}  her  mantle  was  held  by  Lord  Dudley  as  before. 

'•  The  Lord  Keeper  sat  alone 
upon  the  uppermost  sack,  until 
the  Queen  was  seated,  and  then 
went  and  stood  without  the  Rail 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  Cloth 
of  Estate,  the  Lord  Treasurer 
holding  the  Cap  of  Estate  on 
the  right  hand  before  the  Queen, 
(iarter  standing  by  him,  and  on 
the  left  hand  standing  the  Earl 
of  Worcester  with  the  Sword 
and  by  him  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain. The  peers  sat  upon  the 
forms  and  sacks  in  accordance 
with  their  ranks. 

"  At  the  right  hand  of  the 
(Jueen  sat  on  the  ground  three 
or  four  ladies,  and  no  more,  and 
at  the  back  of  the  Cloth  of  Estate,  behind  the  rail,  kneeled  certain  Lords  under  age  and 
other  noblemen's  sons  and  heirs. 

"Her  Majesty  in  this  solemn  manner  being  seated,  the  House  of  Commons  had  notice 
thereof,  and  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses  repaired  to  the  Upper  House,  and  being,  as 
many  as  conveniently  could,  let  in,  she  commanded  Sir  ]S'icholas  Bacon,  the  Lord  Keeper,  to 
open  the  cause  of  calling  and  assembling  of  Parliament.  After  the  delivery  of  the  Royal 
Message,  the  Commons  were  directed  to  'go,  and  elect  one,  a  discreet,  wise,  and  learned  man, 
to  be  yoiu-  Speaker,'  and  the  Queen  returned  to  her  Chamber,  thence  attended  by  the  Lords  to 
the  water-side,  where  she  took  her  boat  and  departed  to  Whitehall,  from  whence  she  came." 

A  fmther  description  penned  by  D'Ewes,  relative  to  the  opening  of  Parliament  on 
April  2nd,  1571,  shows  the  ceremony  fi-om  yet  another  jaoint  of  view.  Says  the  old  diarist: 
"  Her  Majesty  came  about  1 1  o'clock  towards  Westminster,  having  first  riding  before  her  the 
gentlemen  sworn  to  attend  her  person,  etc.  .  .  .  Her  Majesty  sat  in  her  Coach  in  Her  Imperial 
Robes,  and  a  wreath  or  coronet  of  Gold,  set  with  rich  pearls  and  stones,  over  her  head ;  Her 
Coach,  drawn  by  two  palfries,  covered  with  rich  Crimson  Velvet,  drawn  out,  irabossed  and 
embroidered  very  richly.  Next  after  her  Chariot  followed  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  Master  of 
the  Horse.     Then  forty-seven  Ladies  and  women  of  honour."     After  service  in  the  Abbey,  "she 
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entered  into    the    Upper    House  of  Parliament,  and    there  sat  in  princely  and    seeming  comfort. 
.    .    .  Then  Her  Majesty  stood    up>   in    her   regal    seat,  and    with    princely   grace    and  singular 
good    countenance,  after   a    long    stay,  spake    a   few  words,  ordering   the    Lord    Keepier  to  show 
cause  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament." 

These  graphic  records  of  D'Ewes  bring  before  us  in  pleasant  fasliion  the  pageantry  which 
accompanied  the  ojiening  of  Parliament  in  the  Elizabethan  period.  Ap)art  from  their  interest 
as  pictures  of  the  Legislature  as  it  was  three  centuries  ago,  they  have  a  historic  importance  from 
the  light  they  throw  on  ceremonial  usages  and  the  laws  of  precedence.  In  reading  them  it  is 
imi>ossible  to  avoid  being  struck  with  the  small  departure  from  the  order  of  jirocedm-e  that 
has  been  made    in    the    three    hundred    years    that    have    elapsed    since    the    descriptions    were 


J'lom  an  engraving  after  a  drawing  by  Cn'-U-f^/'irni: 
KING   GEORGE   III.    ATTACKED  BY  A   MOB   ON   HIS   RETURN  PRO.M  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS  AFTER  OPENING  PARLIAMENT 

ON   OCTOBER  29TH,    1795. 
A  bullet  pierced  one  nf  the  carriage  windows,  bnt  the  King  was  xrnhurt.     The  outrage  arose  out  of  the  ferment  caused  by  the  French  Revolution. 

p>enned.      In    all    main    essentials   the   ceremony  is   the    same   to-day  as  it  was  then,  and  even 
many  of  the  details  are  identical. 

Happily,  D'Ewes's  labours  as  a  Parliamentary  reporter  did  not  close  with  the  death 
of  Elizabeth.  When  James  I.  mounted  the  throne  he  was  still  at  his  post,  as  assiduous 
as  e\er  in  committing  to  paper  his  imjjressions  of  Parliamentary  events.  Highly  amusing 
some  of  these  records  are  in  their  quaint  directness  of  language  and  their  photographic 
comjjleteness.  One  of  the  fullest  and  most  characteristic  descriptions  is  that  which  relates 
to  the  opening  of  the  Parliament  of  1620-21.  On  this  occasion  D'Ewes,  having  posted 
himself  in  a  "  convenient  place,"  though  "  not  without  some  danger  escaped,"'  carefully  noted 
the  various  features  of  the  Eoyal  procession  as  it  passed  from  Whitehall  to  Westminster. 
"Prince  Charles  rode,  with  a  rich  coronet  upon  his  head,  between  the  Sergeant-at-Arras, 
carrying  maces,  and  the  pensioners  carrying  their   pole-axes,  both  on  foot."      Next   rode    before 
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his  ^liijer^ty  "  Henry  Vere,  Earl  of 
Oxenf'ord,  Lord  Great  Chainlicrlain 
of  England,  with  Thomas  Howard. 
Earl  of  Arundel,  Earl  ^Marshal  of 
England,  on  his  left  hand,  both  bare- 
headed." The  King  himself  appeared 
"witii  a  rich  crown  upon  his  head 
and  most  royally  com2)arisoned."'  In 
his  passage  through  the  .streets  oc- 
curred these  passages  which  the  diarist 
notes  "were  accounted  somewhat  re- 
markable." as,  indeed,  they  were, 
according  to  our  twentieth-century 
ideas  of  Royal  dignity  at  least: 
"First,  he  spake  often  and  lovingly 
to  his  people,  standing  thick  and 
three  folds  on  all  sides  to  behold 
him.  '  God  bless  ye  !  God  bless  ye  I 
contrary  to  his  former  and  hasty  and  passionate  custom,  which  often  in  his  sudden  distemper 
would  bid  a  plague  on  such  as  flocked  to  see  him.  Secondly,  though  the  ^\'indows  were  filled  with 
many  great  ladies  as  he  rode  along,  yet  that  he  spake  to  none  of  them  but  to  the  ^larquis  of 
Buckingham's  mother  and  wife,  who  was  the  sole  daughter  and  heir  of  the  Earl  of  Rutland. 
Thirdly,  that  he  spake  particularly  and  bowed  to  the  Count  of  Gondemar.  tlie  Spanish 
Ambassador.     And   fourthly,  that  looking  up    to    one  window  as  he  passed,  full  of  gentlewomen 

and  ladies,  all  in  yellow  bands,  he  cried  out  aloud,  '  A  take  ye,  are  ye  there  ? '    at  which 

being  much  ashamed,  they  all  withdrew  themsehes  suddenly  from  the  window." 

Arrived  at  last  at  the  House  of  Lords,  the  King  made  "  a  pithy  and  eloquent  speech," 
profuse  in  promises  of  the  removal  of  monopolies  and  other  grie\'ances  which  at  the  time 
pressed  hardly  upon  his  subjects.  His  Majesty  concluded  by  desiring  Parliament  "  cheerfully  and 
speedily  to  agree  ujion  a  sufficient  supply  of  his  wants  by  subsidies,  promising  them  for  the 
time  to  come  to  play  the  good  husband  and  observing  that  in  part  he  had  done  so  already." 
"  I  doubt  not,"  oracularly  remarks  D'Ewes  in  winding  up  his  narrative,  '•  these  blessed  ])romises 
took  not  a  due  and  proportional  effect,  according  as  the  loyal  subject  did  liope  ;  yet  did  King 
James,  a  prince  whose  piety,  learning,  and  gracious  government  after  ages  many  miss  and 
wish  for,  really  at  this  time  intend  the  performance  of  them." 

James  in  this  case,  it  will  lie  noted,  acted  as  his  own  spokesman.  This  was  his  usual 
practice.  Like  Elizabeth,  he  found  great  pleasure  in  lecturing  Parliament,  and  he  did  so  at 
times  with  a  freedom  which,  as  has  been  shown  in  an  earlier  chapter,  has  supplied  us  with 
some  astonishing  examples  of  Royal  eloquence.  He  was  not  above  cracking  jokes  when  he 
addressed  the  people's  representatives ;  once  he  almost  melted  into  tears  as  he  expostulated 
with  them  on  their  frowarduess.  At  all  times  he  was  curiously  garrulous.  On  one  occasion 
he  spoke  for  ujiwards  of  an  hour,  to  the  astonishment  of  legislators,  who  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  such  Royal  feats  of  oratory.  The  personal  tradition  was  more  than  maintained 
in  the  reign  of  his  son,  the  ill-fated  Charles.  Royal  speeches  at  that  period  were  not 
infrequently  impassioned  utterances  pregnant  with  great  events.  He  regarded  his  control  of 
Parliamentary  proceedings  as  very  real,  and  did  not  hesitate,  as  in  the  case  of  the  attempt  to 
arrest  the  five  members,  to  directly  interpose  in  the  proceedings  of  either  House  when  it  was 
necessary  to  do  so  to  secure  his  ends.  In  the  Commonwealth  the  Royal  speech  necessarily 
disappeared,  but  the  form  remained  with  other  Parliamentary  usages,  and  invariably  Cromwell 
in  meeting  his  Parliaments  addressed  them  directly  in  \igorous  rhetoric,  of  wliich  he  was  so 
accomplished  a  ma>ter. 

The  Restoration  witnessed  a  change    from    the    rule    of   personal    oratory.       Charles    II.  did 
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not  shine  as  a  speaker,  and  his  utterances  were  in  the  main  characterised  by  a  hnsiness-like 
brevity.  Sometimes  he  did  not  even  trouble  the  Houses  with  a  speech  of  anv  kimL  Thus, 
on  February  4th,  1673,  we  find  Sir  Edward  Harley  writing  to  his  wife  to  the  following  efteet : 
"This  day  Pai-liament  was  convened.  The  King  did  not  sjieak;  the  Lord  Chancellor  shortly 
only  to  recommend  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  which  pi-oved  to  be  Sir  Job  Charlton." 

A  striking  departure  from  this  easy-going  system  was  made  after  the  Revolution  of  1688. 
When  out  of  the  old  Court  and  Country  factions  grew  the  iiermanent  division  of  members  of 
Parliament  into  Whigs  and  Tories — Ministerialists  and  members  of  the  Opposition — and  power 
went  to  the  strongest,  the  drafting  of  the  Koyal  speeches  became  a  matter  of  high  political 
concern.  At  the  outset,  probably  the  work  of  compilation  was  that  of  individual  Ministers  who 
were  most  in  touch  with  the  Sovereign.  This  is  indicated  by  the  following  letter  from  Lord 
Godolphin  to  Robert  Harley  (afterwai'ds  Earl  of  Oxford)  under  date  September  16th,   1702  : — 

"  I  had  a  mind  to  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  rough  draft  of  what  I  have  prejiared  for 
her  ^lajesty's  speech  to  the  approaching  Parliament,  being  uncertain  how  long  before  the  time 
of  their  meeting  I  may  have  the  good  fortune  to  see  you,  and  being  also  extremelv  desirous 
of  your  thoughts  and  amendments  vqMn  it  before  it  be  exj^osed  to  anybody  else." 

Godolphin's  apparently  casual  consultation  with  his  colleague  was  the  forerunner  of  a 
settled  system  of  deliberation  upon  the  Royal  speeches.  Gradually  all  the  leading  members  of 
the  ruling  party — in  other  words,  the  Cabinet — shared  the  responsibility  for  the  work ;  and  it 
is  evident  from  a  passage  in  the  "  Pelham  Correspondence"  that  even  in  early  Georgian  days 
tlie  Ministerial  control  of  the  framing  of  the  speech  was  very  real.  Erom  this  communication 
we  gather  that  in  1744  the  King  (George  II.)  directed  Pelham  to  draw  up  a  sketch  of  the 
intended  speech  to  Parliament  in  order  that  he  might  form  a  proper  judgment  of  the  measures 
likely  to  be  recommended    by  them.       A    draft    of   the  speech    having    been    presented    by  the 
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m  a  contcmporarii  prints 

WILLIAM    IV.    PROROGUING   PARLIAMENT,   APRIL,    1S31. 
One  of  the  last  State  ceremonies  pe.-fornied  in  the  old  House  of  Lords, 


Cbaneollor,  "  the  King  produced 
u  transerijit  in  his  own  luintl 
with  several  alterations,  and  in 
particular  an  assurance  that  he 
would  agree  to  no  peace  until 
all  the  allies  were  satisfied."  This 
course,  says  the  author,  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  the 
Pelhams,  and  "it  was,  not 
without  great  and  undisguised 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
King,  reduced  to  the  simple 
avowal  that  his  Majesty  would 
not  al)an(l<)n  his  allies."  Still, 
the  change  was  made,  and  in  that 
circumstance  we  have  a  significant 
illustration  of  the  development  of 
tlie  speech  from  a  personal  ex- 
pression of  the  Royal  wishes  into 
a  Ministerial  declaration  of  policy. 
A  good  many  years  before  this  period  a  custom  had  arisen  which  demands  some  notice. 
This  was  the  submission  of  the  draft  of  the  Eoyal  speech  at  a  specially  summoned  gathering 
of  the  Ministerial  party  on  the  eve  of  the  assembling  of  Parliament.  The  meeting-place  was 
the  Cockpit,  an  annexe  of  the  old  Palace  of  Whiteliall,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  ancient 
institution  of  that  name  established  by  the  sport-loving  Henry  VIII.  Doubts  have  been  cast,  and 
by  no  less  an  authority  than  Lord  Rosebery,  upon  the  exact  locale  of  this  famous  building;  but 
all  maps  and  plans  clearly  indicate  that  it  occupied  the  ground  upon  which  the  Treasury  is  built. 
Some  reference  to  its  singularly  interesting  history  will  be  made  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  sufficient  for  immediate  purposes  to  state  that  in  Walpole's  time  it  was  used 
for  Ministerial  business  much  as  the  houses  in  Downing  Street  are  to-day,  and  that  in  addition 
it  was  a  rendezvous  for  supporters  of  those  in  i)ower.  How  or  exactly  when  the  practice  of 
submitting  the  Royal  speech  for  approval  was  introduced  it  is  difficult  to  say.  It  is  fairly 
certain,  however,  that  it  was  regularly  observed  during  the  greater  part  of  Walpole's  long 
period  of  power,  and  that  when  he  disappeared  from  the  scene  it  was  continued  as  a 
matter  of  course  as  an  established  piece  of  party  proceilure.  We  gather  this  from  a  letter 
which  Walpole  himself  addressed  on  October  31st,  1742,  to  Pelham.  Writing  from  his 
retirement  at  Houghton,  the  ex-Premier  said  :  "  You  must  be  the  first  wheel  in  the  machine, 
and  whoever  will  think  of  making  your  authority  less  will  create  difficulties  that  will  not  be 
easily  got  through.  Upon  this  principle  I  venture  to  give  you  my  opinion  upon  a  point  that 
seems  to  me  very  material,  relating  to  the  meeting  at  the  Cockpit,  to  communicate  the  King's 
speech,  the  day  before  the  session,  where  I  think  you  must  j)reside."  ^  The  advice  here  given 
by  the  old  jMinister  to  Pelham  to  preside  at  the  msetings  was  clearly  conveyed  with  the 
object  of  inducing  him  to  emphasise  his  leadershi]^  by  presiding.  \^'hat  was  the  custom 
then  remained  the  custom  so  long  as  there  were  such  things  as  Cockpit  meetings.  Unless 
prevented  by  illness,  the  head  of  the  IMinistry  was  in  the  chair  at  these  pre-Parliamentary 
assemblages,  and  it  was  by  him  usually  that  the  terms  of  the  speech  were  made  known, 
with  such  explanations  as  were  deemed  necessary.  It  would  appear  from  a  statement  in  a 
life  of  Lord  Chatham  jiublished  immediately  after  his  death,  that  the  Peers  had  a  separate 
gathering.  Referring  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  on  November  25th,  1762,  the  writer  says: 
"  In  the  evening  of  the  day  preceding  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  met  as  usual  at  the  Cockpit.  JMr.  Fox  took  the  chair  and  produced  to  the 
'  "Pelham  Correspondence,"  vol.  i.  p.  35. 
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company  a  paper  which  he  only  called  a  .speech,  and  which,  he  said,  he  would  as  usual  read 
to  tliein.  He  afterwards  produced  an  address  which  he  read ;  and  then  said  tliat  Lord 
Carysfort  and  Lord  Charles  Spencer  had  been  so  blind  as  to  undertake  to  move  and  second 
that  address.  The  same  ceremony  is  observed  in  respect  to  the  House  of  Lords.  The  speech 
is  read  by  some  peer  who  is  supposed  to  conduct  the  business  of  that  House.  Tlie  manager 
of  the  House  of  Commons  takes  the  chair  at  the  Cockpit."  An  allusion  in  the  "  Chatham 
Correspondence"  to  a  meeting  in  1770,  where  an  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
is  described  as  '•  a  very  moderate  one."'  ajipears  to  show  that  the  muster  was  customarily 
a  full  one.  Nor,  it  appears  from  an  entry  in  Lord  Colchester's  Diary,  was  the  gathering 
exclusively  one  of  legislators.  Says  this  writer,  under  date  December  19th,  1798:  "Went 
to  the  Cockpit  in  the  evening  to  hear  the  King's  siieech  read.  Two-thirds  of  the 
room  were  filled  with  strangers  and  blackguard  news-writers."  Clear  ]jroof  is  here  afforded 
that  the  once  select  gatherings  of  IMinisterialists  had  degenerated  into  a  miscellaneous  public 
assembly,  to  which  almost  any  one  who  took  the  trouble  to  attend  was  admitted.  Probably 
from  this  cause  the  custom 
was  about  this  time  dis- 
continued. In  "Fox's 
Correspondence  "  the  editor 
(Lord  Holland)  mentions 
the  years  1794  or  179,) 
as  the  date  of  the  last 
gathering;  but  Lord 
Colchester  makes  it  clear 
that  the  assemblies  were 
held  subsecjuent ly  for 
several  years.  There  is, 
howe\'er.  no  reason  to  sup- 
jjose  that  they  outlived 
the  eighteenth  century. 

When  the  Cockpit 
ceased  to  be  a  rallying 
l)oint  for  Ministerialists  on 
the  eve  of  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  other 
means  were  adopted  to 
secm-e  the  ends  sought 
by  these  assemblages. 
Some  time  afterwards 
came  into  existence  the 
system  of  full-dress- 
dinners  giAen  by  leaders 
of  both  political  parties 
to  their  most  important 
supjiorters  in  the  two 
Houses.  At  these  func- 
tions, when  the  duties  of 
hiispitality  had  been  dis- 
charged, the  host  of  the 
evening  was  accustomed 
to  read  to  his  guests 
the  terms  of  the  Eoyal 
speech,     a     draft     copy     of 


I    u  t  an  tuj  an  ij  ajl  j  the  d  atn  ig  bj  Oi  itave  Ja     I 
THE  OPENING   OP  PARLIAMENT   BY  QUEEN   VICTORIA,   JANTAIiY   3IST,    1S5G. 
le  Prince  Consort  is  on  the  Queen's  left  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  (H.M.  the  King)  on  the  rij 
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wliich  was  in  liis  possPst<ion.  Tlion  llierc  would  lie  informal  talk  upon  the  principal  point 
toiiclicil  ui")ii.  with  consultations  as  to  the  best  nirans  of  meeting  attacks,  or,  in  tiie 
case  of  the  Opposition,  of  making  tliem.  In  this  way  both  parties  were  fully  ])repared  for 
the  political  fray  into  which  the  debate  on  the  address  invariably  resolves  itself.  The 
arrangements  sketched  continue  to  tlie  present  day.  In  four  centres,  at  least,  on  the  night 
befoi'e  the  Parliamentary  machine  is  set  going  at  Westminster,  a  dignified  comjmny  gathers 
around  the  festis-e  board,  and,  rmder  the  stimulating  influences  of  hospitality  gracefully 
dispensed,  is  made  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  the  Ministerial  programme  of  the  session. 
In  some  instances  a  stately  reception  follows  the  dinner,  and  all  the  great  iiolitical  and 
social  world  assembles  in  the  ornate  saloons  of  tlie  statesman  who  happens  to  be  at  the 
head  of  his  party  in  either  House,  to  exchange  confidences  as  to  the  prospects  of  the  session, 
and,  what  is  not  less  important  in  many  eyes,  to  discuss  the  promise  of  the  season.  The 
next  morning,  when  the  public  opens  its  paper  at  the  breakfast-table,  it  finds  set  forth  in 
discreet  language  a  fairly  complete  sketch  of  what  the  speech  to  be  delivered  some  hours  later 

is  to  contain.  How  it  is 
done  only  editors  know, 
;;nd  wild  horses,  of  course, 
would  not  extract  a  con- 
fession Irom  them  ;  but  we 
may  shrewdly  guess  that 
the  ubiquitous  representa- 
tives of  the  Press  who 
found  their  way  into  the 
old  Cockpit  meetings  — 
mucli  to  Lord  Colchester's 
disgust — are  not  very  far 
off  when  disclosures  are 
being  made,  under  the 
strict  seal  of  confidence,  to 
the  men  of  both  parties. 
It  should  be  stated  for 
the  sake  of  strict  accuracy 
that  in  the  two  last 
sessions  of  Parliament  the 
customary  insjiiration  has 
been  denied  the  editor, 
and  as  a  consequence  the 
newspapers  have  lacked 
the  my.steriously  concocted 
advance  sketches  of  the 
Ivoyal  speech. 

From  the  framing  of 
the  Koyal  speech  to  its 
delivery  is  only  a  step, 
but  it  is  a  most  imjiortant 
stej).  P.efore  it  can  be 
acconqilished  sonre  highly 
important  preliminaries 
liave  to  be  discharged. 
Tliis  is  always  the  case; 
luit  when,  as  has  happened 
in     the     two    most    recent 


THE    Ol'ENl.Nt;    ul'    I'AULIA-ME.N  r    l;Y 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Conu 
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>ons  at  the  Bar  of  the  Uouse  of  Lords. 
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sessions,  the  monnvcli  attends 
to  open  Parliament  in  person, 
the  introductory  ceremonies 
are  immensely  increased  in 
significance  and  interest. 
From  a  State  ceremony  tlie 
function  develojis  into  a 
grand  Eoyal  pageant  with  all 
the  picturesque  adjuncts 
which  belong  to  a  monarchy 
whose  traditions  go  back  the 
best  part  of  a  thousand  years. 
Taking  their  seats  in  the 
gorgeous  State  carriage,  re- 
splendent in  gilt  and  colour, 
and  with  the  I?oyal  Crown 
glittei-ing  at  the  apex  of  its 
rounded  roof,  the  King  and 
(^•ueen  in  their  regal  robes 
are  conveyed  through  the 
crowded  streets  from 
Buckingham  Palace  to  West- 
minster. The  eight  cream- 
coloured  ponies  drawing  the 
Koyal  carriage  excite  much 
admiration,  and  a  magnificent 
escort  of  Life  Guards,  with 
cuirasses  flashing  in  the 
sunlight  and  plumes  nodding 
in  the  air,  lends  an  added 
element  of  beauty  to  the 
scene.  Thunders  of  applause 
go  up  and  all  hats  are  lifted 
as  the  dazzling  cortege  sweeps  majestically  onward  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  It  was  not  always 
so,  as  the  Parliamentary  annals  plainly  show.  On  the  very  first  occasion  (1762)  that  this  superb 
State  coach,  which  has  attracted  so  many  admiring  comments,  was  used,  there  was  a  dangerous 
disturbance  which  went  near  to  seriously  embarrassing  the  authorities.  ^  Now,  the  only  difficulty 
encountered  is  that  presented  by  the  multitudinous  throng  of  loyal  spectators,  who,  in  their 
anxiety  to  acclaim  their  monarch,  give  the  police  and  the  troops  keejjing  the  streets  an 
immensity  of  trouble.  The  "  thin  red  (and  blue)  line,"  however,  is  maintained  intact.  In  due 
course  the  team  of  Flemish  ponies  are  pulled  up  under  the  great  Victoria  Tower  at  the 
majestic  Eoyal  entrance  to  the  Parliamentary  building. 

Received  by  the  great  officers  of  State  their  Majesties  alight,  and,  ascending  the  crimson- 
carpeted  staircase,  are  escorted  to  the  Eoyal  Eobing-Eoom.  Here  the  procession  is  formed  and 
with  measured  tread  the  Eoyal  couple  pass  onwards  through  the  Eoyal  Gallery  between  lines 
of   bowing  spectators.     jSIeanwhile,  a  brilliant  gathering  is  awaiting  with    eager    expectancy  the 


THE   ROYAL   ENTKANCF,  TO   THE    HOI- 1 
ateway  at  tLo  foot  of  the  Victoria  Tower  w  liich  is  the  ] 
Houses  of  Parliament. 


'  "Such  a  mob  was  perhaps  never  seen  as  to-day  (November  25th,  17G2)  between  Charing  Cross  and  West- 
minster Hall.  The  King's  magnificent  coach  might  be  supposed  to  have  brought  them  together,  but  what 
kept  them  there  after  the  coach  had  gone  back  is,  perhaps,  not  so  satisfactory  to  think  of.  In  short,  Lord 
Bute  was  insulted  both  going  and  coming  from  the  House,  and  towards  evening  some  soldiers  were  called  iu 
to  support  the  constables  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  in  clearing  of  the  streets,  so  that  the  members  might 
get  away." — Mitcuell  MS. 
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advent  of  the  King  and  his 
Consort.  Kvery  jiart  of  this 
gorgeous  "  Gilded  Chamber  " 
save  that  about  tlie  throne 
is  filled  with  a  magnificently 
attired  audience.  Resplen- 
dent uniforms  of  the  most 
fiimous  regiments  in  Europe 
vie  with  the  brilliant  garb 
of  Eastern  diplomats  and  of 
distinguished  Oriental  visitors 
in  richness  of  colouring, 
(i  littering  orders  flash  on 
every  side,  and  the  ten  thou- 
sand facets  of  costly  diamond 
coronets  and  stars  scintillate 
until  the  eye  almost  wearies 
of  their  radiance.  In  the 
seating  of  the  assembly  strict 
precedence  of  rank  has  been 
observed.  On  one  side  of 
the  chamber  nearest  the 
throne  are  the  dukes  and 
duchesses ;  on  the  other  side 
are  seen  the  spiritual  peers 
in  their  accustomed  places. 
Along  the  remaining  front 
rows  of  seats  are  the  other 
jieers.  dressed  in  scarlet  robes 
trimmed  with  ermine  and 
white  fur.  Upon  the  floor 
of  the  House  two  rows  of 
seats  are  occui3ied  by  the 
judges  of  the  High  Court, 
all  attired  in  their  crimson 
State  robes  and  full-bottomed  wigs.  Behind  the  bishops  on  the  right  of  the  throne  are 
the  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps,  making  together  a  dazzling  parterre  of  colour.  The 
peeresses,  restricted  in  number  owing  to  the  revised  ai'rangements  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  Commons  to  be  hereafter  mentioned,  have  a  place  on  the  back  benches,  and  in  their 
beautiful  dresses,  adorned  by  flashing  brilliants,  contribute  an  attractive  element  to  an  already 
highly  entrancing  scene. 

One  by  one  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family  arrive  and  are  seated  right  and  left  of  the 
throne.  Behind  the  chairs  of  the  princesses  the  ladies-in-waiting  take  up  their  position. 
Then  the  sound  of  the  guns  firing  the  Royal  salute  in  St.  James's  Park  comes  faintly  in 
from  the  outer  world,  noting  the  arrival  of  their  JNIajesties.  Shortly  afterwards  the  head  of  the 
procession  is  seen  coming  in  through  the  doorway.  Amid  a  rustle  of  robes  and  the  dying 
murmur  of  suppressed  conversation,  the  gathering  rises  to  its  feet.  Simultaneously  there 
become  visible  the  four  pursuivants — Rouge  Croix,  Blue  ]\Iantle,  Rouge  Dragon,  and  Portcullis, 
in  their  tabards  embroidered  in  gold  and  crimson  with  the  Royal  arms.  Following  them  are 
heralds  in  equally  gorgeous  costumes.  These  picturesque  survivals  of  the  Middle  Ages  march 
slowly  to  the  front  of  the  throne,  two  by  two,  make  a  stately  obeisance,  and  pass  to  their 
allotted    places    by  the   side.       Equerries-in-waiting,  gentlemen  ushers,  and  grooms-in-waiting  to 
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lii>  -Majesty  prccc'dp  tlie  eiitranoe 
(if  tlic  ('oinptnjller  and  Trcasuver 
(if  till'  Houseliold,  these  two 
iilliceis  each  earning  a  white 
wand.  Tlien  comes  tiie  I'rivate 
Secietarv  to  tlie  Kiii^  and 
Keeper  of  the  I'rivy  I'urse  in 
fall  ("onrt  costume,  followed 
closely  by  the  great  officers  of 
State  who  are  members  of  the 
(iovernment  and  peers  of  the 
realm.  The  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
riiiue  .Minister  and  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  wearinsf  his  robes  of  a 
peer,  liows  right  and  left  as  he 
Viasses  the  throne,  the  Koyal 
ladies  on  either  side  returning 
tlie  salutation.  The  Lord  High 
('hancellor  follows  the  Prime 
.Minister  and  takes  np  his  jiosi- 
tion  at  the  right  of  the  throne. 
The  "  Keeper  of  the  King's  Con- 
^cience"  plays  an  important  part 
ill  the  proceedings  later  on. 
(^)uickly  follows  General  Sir 
Michael  Biddulph  in  his  military 
uniform,  (ientleman  L'sher  of  the 
I'.hick  i;od  (the  ebony  staflf  he 
carries  will  soon  be  used  to 
deniand  admittance  to  the 
Commons  House).  }\orroy,  re- 
presenting Garter  King-at-Arms, 
passes  by  the  front  of  the  throne, 
his  gorgeous  tabard  attracting 
much  attention,  and  he  is  followed 
by  the  hereditary  holders  of  two 
of  the  great  offices  of  the  State — 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  as  Earl 
jNlarshal  and  the  Lord  Great  Chamlierlain  — tlie  ]\laii|uis  of  Cholmondeley  having  succeeded  to  the 
latter  office  upon  the  accession  of  the  King.  These  two  great  officers  take  up  their  allotted 
2:)laces.  Three  of  the  most  interesting  personages  now  enter.  The  jNLarquis  of  Londonderry  bears 
the  Sword  of  State,  holding  it  aloft  with  both  hands;  the  long  heavy  weapon  is  in  its  sheathed 
scabbard  of  crimson  velvet  encircled  with  gold  metal  plates.  Then  follows  the  Duke  of  De\onshire, 
Lord  President  of  the  Council,  carrying  in  his  two  hands  a  cushion  of  crimson  velvet  edged 
with  gold  trimmings  ;  upon  the  cushion  is  the  Imperial  Crown  glittering  with  its  rubies,  emeralds, 
sapphires,  pearls,  and  diamonds — priceless  jewels  and  gems  numbering  upwards  of  three  thousand. 
Following  the  Lord  President  comes  the  premier  marquis  of  England,  Lord  Winchester,  who  by 
hereditary  right  carries  the  Cap  of  ]\Laintenance  or. Dignity  upon  the  toj:)  of  a  short  white  staff. 
The  pageant  is  now  near  its  completion  as  their  Majesties  King  Edward  and  Queen 
Alexandra  enter,  full  of  dignity,  in  their  State  robes,  with  long  trains  held  up  by  youthful 
pages  of  honour  dressed  in  scarlet.  Hand  in  hand  the  King  and  his  Royal  Consort  walk  up 
the  steps  to  the  Koyal  chairs,  and  the    King  conducts  his  popular  Queen  to  her  seat,  and  she, 
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^vith  wuiiiiinly  grace,  kisses  the  liainl  of  liis  Maje.-t_v  liduri-  rdiasing  it.  The  Iviiig  tlien 
seating  himself  upon  his  thnme  to  the  riglit  of  the  (^hiccii.  witli  a  motion  of  the  liand 
commands  the  assembhige  to  he  seated.  A  slight  pause,  and  th(>  <ientlenian  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod  is  desjiatched  to  summon  the  faithful  Commons  to  atteml  tlic  King.  There  is  little  need 
for  the  official  reminder,  as,  thanks  to  the  arrangements  made  to  obviate  the  disorderly  and 
undignified  scramble  for  jjlaces  which  until  this  year  (1902)  marked  the  advent  of  the  members 
of  the  popular  ciiamber,  the  positions  allotted  to  this  section  of  the  Legislature  are  already 
filled.  The  Speaker,  however,  appears  in  full  state  at  the  ]jar,  with  the  l^ergeant-at-Arms  and 
a  proper  escort  of  leading  members.  Now  the  Lord  Chancellor,  bending  low,  hands  to  the 
King  a  cojiy  of  the  lioyal  speech,  which  his  IMajesty  reads  in  a  clear,  resonant  voice  heard 
in  every  part  of  the  chamber.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  the  King  resumes  his 
seat,  tlie  Speaker,  with  a  profound  obeisance,  withdraws,  and  soon  the  brilliant  pageant  is 
at  an  end. 

The  ceremonies  which  mark  the  close  of  a  Parliamentary  session  are,  when  the  Sovereign 
elects  to  be  present,  from  a  spectacular  jioint  of  view  very  similar  to  those  which  accompany 
its  opening.  It  has  been  the  custom,  however,  in  later  years  for  the  Eoyal  speech  which 
marks  the  prorogation  to  be  delivered  by  commission.  The  proceedings  are  usually  purely 
formal,  and  are  only  participated  in  by  a  handful  of  legislators  who  have  been  detained 
reluctantly  at  their  posts  by  business -or  official  duties.  For  a  great  many  years  Ministers 
were  in  the  habit  of  celebrating  their  release  from  sessional  cares  by  dining  together  at  the 
Ship  Hotel  at  Greenwich.  The^e  "  whitebait  dinners,"  as  they  were  termed,  are  traditionally 
believed  to  have  originated  in  a  friendly  custom  which  Pitt  had  of  dining  with  Sir  Robert 
Preston,  a  wealthy  merchant  who  sat  for  Dover  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  place  of  meeting  at  first  was  the  host's  residence  at  Dagenham,  in  Essex;  but  as  this 
proved  inconvenient,  the  venue  was  changed  to  Greenwich,  then  a  poj^ular  resort  for  diners. 
Gradually  what  was  a  purely  private  function  became  widened  into  a  semi-iiublic  and  entirely 
political  fixture.  So  it  continued  imtil  1868,  when  Mr.  Gladstone  discontinued  it.  There 
was  a  revival  of  the  feast  in  1874  by  ISIr.  Disraeli;  but  the  fashion  was  not  congenial  to  the 
modern  spirit  of  Parliamentary  life,  which  is  to  scamper  off  to  the  country  the  moment  that 
the  business  at  "Westminster  is  over.  After  lingering  on  for  some  years,  it  finally  flickered  out 
during  ]\lr.  Gladstone's  second  Administration. 


From  a  dvaKing  hi/  Hidiuy  Pa(ji.t, 


KING  EDWARD    GOING   To    nil  N    Ills    FIRST   PARLIAMENT. 
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CHAPTEll   XXVI. 

FARLIAMKM  IX  BElXd :    THE   SPEAKER. 

Iv  is  difficniU  in  thi'sc-  days  to  imagine  a  Parliament  without  a  Sjieaker.  He  is  the  teystone 
of  the  whole  edilice.  Ixemove  him  and  the  entire  constitutional  structure  coUajises  like  a  house 
of  cards.  Yet  there  was  a  jieriod  when  the  Parliatnentary  authority  contrived  to  do  its 
business  in  ignorance  of  the  \iitnes  which  repose  in  the  great  office — perhaps  the  most 
dignified  position  ojien  to  the  andiitious  Eriton.  True,  that  was  a  very  long  time  ago,  when 
the  country  managed  to  get  on  without  a  good  many  things  that  are  now  deemed  indisjiensable. 
Still,  it  is  worth  remembering  that,  ancient  as  tlie  Speakership  is  and  respectable  as  are  its 
traditions,  it  was  a  development  of  the  constitutional  system  and  not,  as  many  of  the  great 
public  offices  are,  of  antecedent  origin. 

Authorities  are  sharplv  divided  as  to  when  the  Speaker  first  made  his  appearance  upon 
the  Parliamentary  scene.  In  one  <piarter.  as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  opening  chapter,  an 
attem]it  has  been  made,  not  without  plausihility.  to  discover  a  Speaker  in  a  Parliament  of 
Iv.hvard  I.  Other  experts  fix  the  creation  of  the  office  much  later.  The  truth  probably  is  that 
l)uth  to  a  certain  extent  are  right.  There  were  persons  chosen  to  voice  the  general  sentiments 
of-  the  Commons  in  the  very  earliest  councils  of  the  Norman  Kings,  but  their  duties  were 
those  rather  of  the  foreman  of  a  jury  than  the  presiding  bead  of  a  deliberative  bo<ly.  They 
were  mouthpieces  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word.  Upon  them  alone  devolved  the  right  of 
expressing    the    popular    view    as    to    the    demands,    usually    of  a   financial    character,  made  by 

the  Crown. 

The  name  which  first  appears  upon  the 
ancient  Parliament  rolls  in  tliis  cliaracter 
is  that  of  Peter  de  ^lontfort.  who,  in 
the  forty-fourth  year  of  Henrj"  III.'s  reign 
(liiGO),  appended  his  signature  to  the  refusal 
of  Parliament  to  suffer  the  recall  of  Adomar, 
the  Bi.shop-elect  of  Winchester.  No  other 
occupant  of  the  office  is  met  with  in  the 
records  for  many  years,  and  fur  this  and 
other  reasons  it  is  conjectured  that  the 
position  did  not  acquire  real  p)ermanence 
until  the  two  Houses  commenced  to  sit  apart 
from  each  other,  and  the  necessity  arose  for 
some  intermediary.  However  this  may  be. 
it  is  only  when  we  reach  1377,  near  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IK.,  that  we 
come  upon  a  regular  line  of  Speakers.  In 
that  year,  we  are  told.  Sir  Thomas  Hunger- 
ford  was  apjiointed  parlour,  or  "mouth."  of 
the  House,  and  thereafter  we  nu'et  with 
successive  appointments  to  the  Chair.  They 
were  made  yearly  at  the  outset,  and  when, 
as  in  i;S77,  there  were  two  Parliaments 
within  tlie  twelve  months,  a  sejjarafe  Sjjcaker 
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was  nominated  for  each. 
The  rale  of  fresh  blood 
obtained  for  numv  years.. 
In  fact,  the  practice  of 
giving  a  certain  per- 
manency to  tlie  office, 
and  dismissing  the  occu- 
pant when  increasing 
years  or  infirmity  compel 
him  to  resign  with  a 
peerage  and  a  handsome 
pension,  is  coniparati\'ely 
a  modern  one. 

Of  the  manner  of 
the  election  of  Speaker 
in  remote  times  we  have 
evidence  wlien  we  reach 
the  appointment  of  Sir 
James  Pickering,  who 
served  in  1378.  The 
candidate  selected  by  the 
(_'ommons  was  presented 
fm-  the  King's  approval. 
Arrived  in  the  Eoyal 
presence,  he  requested 
that  "if  he  should  utter 
anything  to  the  damage, 
slander,  or  disgrace  of 
the  King  or  his  crown, 
or  in  lessening  the  honour 
and  estates  of  the  great 
I>ords,  it  might  not  be 
taken  notice  of  liy  the 
King,  and  that  the  Lords 
would  pass  it  by  as  if 
nothing  had  been  said ; 
for  the  Commons  highly 
desired  to  maintain  the 
honour  and  estate  of  the  King;  as  also  to  jireserNe  tlie  rcAerence  due  to  the  Lords  on  all  points." 
The  record  pn-oceeds  to  say  that,  after  this,  on  the  part  of  the  Commons,  "  he  humbly  thanked 
the  King  for  his  promise  to  preserve  the  good  laws  and  customs  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  punish 
whosoever  should  act  against  them;  the  Commons  kneeling  on  the  ground  and  praying  God  that 
they  might  be  put  in  due  execution."  In  this  quaint  account — the  first  recorded — of  the  election 
of  a  jjarlour  in  Eichard  IL's  reign,  we  have  the  germ  of  the  ceremony  of  inducting  a  Speaker 
as  it  is  arranged  to-day,  only  we  have  departed,  fortunately,  a  long  way  from  the  abject  spirit  in 
which  "  the  Nether  House "  in  those  remote  days  sought  the  Eoyal  sanction  in  their  nomination. 

'•  With  bated  breath  and  whispering  humbleness "  the  popular  representatives  of  medieval 
times  approached  the  throne.  They  seemed  to  I  ,ke  a  real  pleasure  in  grovelling.  Thus,  we 
are  told  of  Sir  John  Bussey,  who  was  Speaker  in  1394,  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
customary  titles  of  honour  of  the  King,  "  but  invented  unusual  terms  and  such  ejjithets  as 
were  rather  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Majesty  of  God  than  to  any  earthly  potentate."  There  was 
an  improvement  on  this  in  1401,  when,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  Commons  "all  knelt 
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320 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


Ix-fiire  the  King,  and 
liumbly  Jjesouglit  liini 
to  pardon  them  if 
through  ignorance  they 
might  have  oilVndcd." 
At  llie  same  time  the 
J-^jieaker  made  what  is 
caUcd  a  "  long  preacli- 
mcnt,"  comparing  the 
heginning  and  ending 
of  the  Parliament  to 
the  sacrifice  of  the 
jNLips.  But  there  \Yeri' 
occasions  when  the 
sturdy, , self-reliant 
spirit  of  the  race 
manifested  itself.  One 
of  these  was  when  Sir 
John  Tiptoft,  the  first 
Sjieaker  of  the  reign 
of  Hemy  IV.,  having 
asked  to  be  excused 
on  account  of  his  youth 
and  lieen  refused, 
lectured  the  monarch  in 
0}ien  Parliament  with 
quite  youthful  audacity. 
I  [e  •'  expressed  surprise 
at  his  excuse  not  being 
received;  and  told  the 
monai-ch'  pilainly  that 
his  house  was  far  more 
chargeable,  yet  less 
honourable,   than    that 

of  any  of  his  progenitors."  The  King  must  have  been  aghast  at  such  insolence,;  but  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  moved  by  the  indiscretion  to  withdraw  his  refusal  of  the  plea.  Even 
more  surprising  in  its  boldness  was  the  conduct  of  an  earlier  occupant  of  the  Clmir  (Sir  Peter 
de  la  Mare),  who  denounced  in  scathing  terms  Edward  III.'s  partiality  for  the  celebrated 
favourite,  Alice  Perrers,  and  was  committed  a  close  prisoner  to  ]S"ottingham  Castle  for  his 
pains.     These,  however,  were  but  isolated  instances  of  independence  of  spirit. 

The  language  used  by  the  Commons  became,  if  anything,  more  ser\ile  as  the  days  of  the 
popular  chamber  lengthened.  Wheu  we  reach  Tudor  times  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
some  astounding  examples  of  Parliamentary,  obsequiousness.  .  One  Speaker  (Sir  Thomas  Inglefield) 
in  the  early  part  of  Henry  VIII.'s  reign,  referred  to  the  youthful  monarch's  "  promising  valour, 
wonderful  temperance,  divine  moderation  in  justice,  and  avowed  desire  of  clemency."  This  was 
quite  put  into  the  shade  by  the  hyperbolic  eulogy  of  a  successor  in  the  Chair  (Richard  Eich), 
"who  compared  the  King  for  justice  and  prudence  to  Solomon,  for  strength  and  fortitude  to 
Samson,  and-  for  beauty  and  comeliness  to  Absalom."  The  palmy  period  of  Parliamentary 
sycophancy,  however,  was  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  the  Queen's  notorious  vanity  was  pandered 
to  to  an-' extent  which  even  disgusted  the  Eoyal  lady  herself,  amjjle  as  her  capacity  for 
absorbing  flattery  was.  One  specimen  of  this  fulsome  oratory  must  sufEce.  It  was  delivered 
by  Speaker    Crooke,  in    an    address    of   thanks    to    the    Queen    for  withdrawing    her    grants    of 
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monoijolies.  "All  ot  ns.  in  all  duty  and  (liaid<(nliic><."  faid  the  !Sj:cakt'r.  "  clo  flirow  <]u\y]t 
ourso'lvcs  at-  tlio  fret  of  ymn-  Majesty.  Neither  do  we  ])resent  our  thanks  in  wenls  of  any 
outward  thing,  which  ean  he  no  .sufficient  retrihution  for  .so  great  goodness,  liul.  in  all  (lut\- 
and  thankfulness,  jirostrate  at  your  feet,  we  jiresent  our  most  loyal  and  thankful  hearts, 
even  the  last  dro])  of  blood  in  our  hi-ai'ts,  and  the  last  s|iiiit  of  hrealli  in  our  nostrils,  to- 
be  poured  out.  to  be  breathed  u]i  for  your  safety."  ••  Then,  afti-r  three  low  reverences 
made,"  says  the  i-eporter  in  an  apjiropriate  winding  n|)  of  the  incident,  "he  with  the  rest- 
kneeled  down." 

If  the  (>arlii'r  S[ieakers  assumed  a  Uriah  Heep  demeanour  in  approaching  the  nutnavch,  it. 
should,  in  justice  to  their  consistency,  be  stated  that  they  were  quite  as  painfuUv  Inunble  in 
their  dealings  with  tlieir  fellow-Commoners.  A  tradition  grew  up  at  the  periodical  elections, 
to  the  (.'hair,  of    the  nominee  of   the  House    excusing    himself   for  accepting    the    offici'  on   the 
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plea  of  his  incapacity  for  the  piosition.  Entirely  insincere  in  thought  and  expression,  these 
utterances  leave  a  slimy  trail  all  through  the  pages  of  Parliamentary  history,  making  us- 
almost  doubt  whether  the  men  who  spoke  these  things  could  actually  have  accomplished  the 
part  we  know  they  played  in  the  building  up  of  the  greatest  Constitution  known  to  history. 
There  is  one  classic  descrijition  of  an  election  of  a  Speaker  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
Elizabeth's  reign,  which  must  be  given,  not  only  for  the  light  it  throws  on  tlu'  point  we 
are  elucidating,  but  because  of  the  diverting  glimpse  it  gives  of  the  manners  of  the  Tudor 
Parliament  men.  D'Ewes  and  Townsend  are  the  reporters.  Their  accuracy  may  lie  safely 
relied  on,  for  they  were  nothing  if  not  jiainstaking.  Thev  show  the  House  assembled  on  a 
certain  day  for  the  election  of  Speaker.  First  there  is  a  speec'.i  Irom  Sir  William  Knolls,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Household.  Said  this  worthy,  "I  will  deliver  my  opinion  unto  you  who  is 
most  fit  for  this  place,  being  a  member  of  this  Hou.se,  and  those  good  abilities  which  I  know 
to  be  in  him.     (Here  he  made  a  little  pause,  and  the  House  hawked  and  spat,  and  after  silence 
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made,  lie  proceeded.)  Unto  this  place 
of  dignity  and  calling,  in  niv  opinion 
(here  he  stayed  a  little).  Mv.  Sergeant 
Yelverton  (looking  unto  liim)  is  the 
fittest  niiin  to  hi'  preferred  (after 
which  words  .Mi-,  '^'clvciton  hlushed 
and  pnt  off  liis  hat.  and  after  sat 
bareheaded),  for  1  know  liini  to  ln'  a 
man  wise  and  learned,  secret  and  cir- 
cumsjiect,  religious  and  faithful,  no 
way  disable,  but  every  way  able  to 
supply  this  place."  This  appeared 
to  be  the  general  view.  '•The  whole 
House,"  proceeds  the  narration,  '•  cried, 
'Aye,  aye,  aye,  let  him  be!'  and 
the  IMaster  Comptroller  made  a  lov,- 
reverence  and  sat  down  ;  and  after  a 
little  pause  and  silence  ^Ir.  Sergeant 
Yelverton  rose,  and,  after  a  very 
humble  reverence,  said:  •^^'hence  your 
unexpected  choice  of  me  to  lie  your 
mouth  or  Speaker  did  proceed  1  am 
utterly  ignorant.  If  from  my  merits, 
sti'ange  it  were  that  few  deserts 
sliould  purchase  suddenly  so  great  an 
honour'.  Not  from  my  ability  doth 
tins  your  choice  jiruceed,  for  well 
known  it  is  to  a  great  nunih<'r  in 
this  jihice  now  assendiled  that  my 
estate  is  notlung  correspondent  tor  the  maintenance  of  this  dignity;  for  my  father  dying 
left  me  a  younger  brother,  nothing  to  me  but  my  liare  annuity.  Then  growing  to  man's 
estate  and  some  small  practice  of  the  law.  I  took  a  wife,  liy  whom  I  have  had  many 
children,  the  keejiing  of  us  all  being  a  great  impoverishment  to  my  estate,  and  the  daily 
living  of  us  all  nothing  but  my  early  industi-y.  ^'either  from  my  person  nor  nature  doth 
this  choice  arise,  for  he  that  supplieth  this  place  ought  to  l)e  a  man  big  and  c<imely,  stately 
and  well-spoken,  his  voice  great,  his  courage  majestical,  Ids  nature  haughty,  and  his  purse 
plentiful  and  heavy ;  but,  contrarily,  the  stature  of  my  body  is  small,  myself  not  so  well- 
spoken,  my  voice  low,  mv  carriage  lawyer-like  and  of  the  common  fashion,  my  nature  soft 
and  bashful,  my  jau-se  thin,  light,  and  never  yet  plentiful.'"  It  is  sad  to  know  that, 
despite  these  manifold  defects,  the  worthy  Yelverton  was  elected  to  the  Chair  and  filled  it  with 
moderate  success. 

This  style  of  hollow  self-depreciation,  after  a  long  vogue,  was  finally  laid  aside  for  a  more 
dignified  and  self-respecting  method  of  election.  The  dawn  of  a  new  spirit  is  seen  in  the 
records  of  the  a])pointment  of  Sir  Heneage  Finch,  wlio  was  elected  Speaker  in  the  first 
Parliament  of  Charles  I.  "  Since,"  observed  this  worthy,  "  we  all  stand  for  hundreds  and 
thousands,  for  figiu-es  and  cyphers,  as  your  JNIajesty,  the  supreme  and  sovereign  auditor,  shall 
please  to  pilace  and  value  us,  and,  like  coin  to  pass,  ai'e  made  current  liv  your  Koyal  stamp 
and  impression  only,  I  shall  neither  disaljle  nor  undervalire  myself,  but  witli  a  faithful  and 
clieerful  heart  apply  myself  with  the  best  of  my  strength  and  abilities  to  the  performance  of 
this  weighty  and  public  charge."  Not  less  manly  and  dignified  was  the  conduct  on  election 
of  Sergeant  Glanvill,  who  presided  over  '-the  Short  Parliament"  of  1640.  His  address  to  the 
King  on  his  presentation  for  acceptance  was  couched  in  elevated  language,  and  when  the  Eoyal 
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assent  lunl  been  given  lie  at  once  suliinilled.  dliserving- :  "-My  professidu  lialli  taiiglit  me  lliat 
tVdiii  the  highest  judire  and  the  highest  seat  of  justice  there  lyeth  no  writ  of  error,  no  ai)peal." 
When  the  KestoKil  ion  eaiiie,  witli  its  extravagant  loyalty  and  excessive  deference  to  Koyal 
authority,  thiTe  was  a  hi|ise  into  the  old  fashion  of  stilted  self-depreciation  and  l'iil>oiue 
adidation.  JJiit  the  lesson  (jf  independence  hail  sunk  too  deeply  into  the  minds  of  Parliann-ntaiiaiis 
during  the  Commonwealth  to  permit  of  more  than  a  ti'inpoi-ary  display  of  the  ancient  fjualitv. 
Ere  the  reign  had  closed,  a  Speakei-  of  the  House  of  ('onuiions.  in  tlie  person  of  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  was  found  addressing  the  King  in  language  of  a  character  which  indicated  unrnistakablv 
the  independent  temper  of  "the  faithful  Commons."  '•  I  am  come  hither."'  he  said,  when  lie 
went  to  the  King  for  his  approval  on  his  being  nominated  in  ]G7!J  a  second  time  for  office — 
"I  am  come  liither  for  your  Majesty's  approbation,  which,  if  your  Majesty  please  to  grant.  I 
shall  do  the  Commons  and  you  the  best  service  I  can."  Seyniciur.  in  the  previous  session,  had 
taken  a  leading  part  in  ojjposing  the  King's  unconstitutional  acts,  and  Charles  did  not  lueau 
to  allow  him  to  remain  in  a  ]iositi(in  in  wIiIcIl  he  was  able  to  continue  the  annoyance.  Jle 
consequently  put  the  Lord  Chancellor  up  to  say  that  he  disapproved  the  choice,  as  he  was 
entitled  to  do  under  his  prerogative.  Indignant  at  the  slight  cast  upon  them,  the  House  of 
Commons  spent  several  days  in  discussing  the  best  means  of  asserting  the  right  they  claimed 
to  choose  their  own  Speaker.  The  King,  however,  was  obdurate,  and  ultimately  the  Commons 
reluctantly  ended  the  crisis  by  appointing  Sergeant  Gregory  as  their  Sjieaker.  a  choice  that 
was  immediately  ratified  by  the  King. 

Coincident  with  the  constitutional  changes  which  followed  the  l\e\olut  ieu  of  1(188  was  a 
great  enhancement  of  tlie  dignity  of  the  Speaker's  office.  The  occupant  of  the  Chair  was  no 
longer  the  creature  of  the  Court  or  the  subservient  tool  of  a  faction.  He  was  the  recognised 
head  of  the  popular  brarich  of  the  Legislature,  and  on  this  account  fit  to  tal'Ce  rank  with  the 
highest  in  the  land.  When  the  Convention  Parliament  assembled  at  the  Banqueting  Hall. 
Whitehall,  to  offer  William  and  Mary  the  Crown,  Mr.  Powle,  the  S])eaker,  occupied  one 
of  the  most  prominent  positions,  and  in  the  subsequent  procession  through  the  streets  to 
proclaim  th(>  new  monarchs  his  carriage  actually  headed  the  procession,  taking  jirecedence 
e\c-n  of  that  of  the  Earl  JMarshal.  Still  more  eloquent  of  the  increased  imiwrtance  and 
indeijendence  of  the  position  is  the  circumstance  that  in  1700  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton, 
whose   candidature    was    strongly   supported    by    the    King,    was    defeated    in    a    full    House    by 

fourteen  votes.  It  was,  however, 
left  to  Artliin-  ()nsl>iw.  who  presided 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  thirty-four  years,  to 
bring  the  office  to  its  greatest  position 
of  authority.  Of  this  great  Speaker's 
career  we  shall  have  sonn'thing  to  say 
in  a  lati'r  chapter,  wlii'ii  wi'  t'onie  to 
deal  with  the  jiersonal  side  of  th(^ 
Speakership.  Put  we  Jiiay  here  ap[:ro- 
priately  cite  an  anecdote  related  liy 
Hatsell  which  illustrates  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Onslow  of  the  dignity 
of  his  office.  Tlie  story  goes  that 
Lord  Southampton  (then  Colonel  Fitz- 
roy)  being  in  attendance  ujion  the 
King's  person  as  one  of  the  grooms 
of  the  bedchamber,  and  coming  in  late 
to  make  a  quorum,  was  reprimand(>d 
by  the  Speaker  for  his  dilatoriuess. 
whereupon     Colonel     Fitzroy    excused 
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liiniself  1)V  saying  that  he 
was  in  waiting  npon  his 
^lajesty.  "  Sir,"  said  ^Ir. 
Onslow  in  a  loud  and  coni- 
'■  don't  tell 
this  is  your 
in  ;  this  is 
Animated 
not     to    sav 


nianding    voice, 
me  of  waiting  ; 
[ilacc    to    attrni 
your  lirst   duty, 
iiy     this     higli. 
somewhat     haughty,     spirit. 
Onslow    dri'w    to    the    CJiair 
in     the     enurse    of    his    long 
tenure   of   it  that  feeling  of 
respect — almost  of  veneration 
— whicli  still  attaches    to  it. 
After     his     time     the     otHce 
had  its   \icissitudi's.     It    was 
sometimes  the  sport  of  faction 
—  occasionally  it  was  in  weak 
hands  ;   Init    never  again  was 
it    corruptly    or     unworthilv 
filled. 

A  few  words  u]ion  the 
(juestion  of  tlie  emoluments 
of  the  Speakership  may  not 
be  dcvdid  of  interest  and 
instruction.  In  the  earliest 
period  of  which  we  ha\"e 
authentic  records  of  pay- 
ments, the  office  apjiears  to 
have  carried  with  it  a  salary  of  .i.5  a  day — a  hy  no  m(:'ans  extravagant  stipend  even  when 
the  greater  value  of  money  in  those  days  is  borne  in  nund.  After  the  Eestoration,  Speakers 
received  tl.UOO  as  equipment  money  on  their  appointment,  and  a  fee  of  £5  on  every 
private  bill  that  was  introduced  int<;)  tlie  House.  These  irregular  payments  were  highly 
unsatisfactory  from  many  points  of  \iew.  and  they  were  finally  swept  away  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  wdiich  established  the  princi[ile  of  a  fixed  salary.  By  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
of  William  I\'.,  tlie  salary  of  the  Speaker  was  fixed  at  iG.OOO  per  annum,  to  be  paid,  free  of 
all  taxes,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  and  later,  during  the  same  reign,  the  salary  was 
reduced  to  £'5,000  with  the  appjointment  of  an  official  secretary,  to  receive  i.500  per  annum. 
The  allowance  of  £1,000  as  equipiment  money  upon  first  appointment  continues,  but  a  grant 
of  2,000  ounces  of  plate  has  taken  the  form  of  a  ]iermanent  service,  which  is  supplied  with 
the  furniture  of  the  official  residence.  The  supply  rf  two  hog.sheads  of  claret  has  ceased,  and 
the  sum  of  £100  a  year  allowed  for  stationery  has  been  discontinued,  the  State  furnishing 
what  is  required  in  this  direction. 

By  customary  usage  the  Speaker,  on  retirement,  receives  a  pension  of  £4,000  a  year  and 
a  peerage.  A  condition  of  the  grant  is  that  one-half  of  the  annuity  shall  be  suspended  during 
any  period  that  the  recipjient  holds  "  a  place,  office,  or  employment  imder  his  ^lajesty  of 
eipial  or  greater  amount  of  salary,  profit,  o--  erl(jlument  than  the  anrount  of  tlie  annuity." 
Besides  these  direct  personal  advantages,  the  occupant  of  the  Chair  has  placed  at  his  disposal, 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  dignity,  the  ser\ices  of  a  chaplain,  a  private  secretary,  and  a 
train-bearer,  and  there  is  also  a  Speaker's  Counsel  to  aid  in  the  unravelling  of  knotty  legal 
points.     Furthermore,  there  are  several  pleasant  little  perquisites   attaching   to   the   office,  such 
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as  a  luick  ami  a  cIdc,  usually  sent  fVuin  tli(> 
ii'iiyal  |iicscr\cs  al  Wiiiilscir.  and  a  wiilth  of 
IiidihIcIoIIi  liiniishcil  at  Clii-istinas  liytlic  Clotli- 
workors'  ('oin]iau_v.  With  it  all  the  Speaker 
cannot  in  thrse  days  "i'  pi'oftise  hosjiitality  be 
said  to  lie  highly  remunerated.  It'  the  social 
duties  at  the  Speaker's  House  are  at  all  ade- 
quately discharged,  the  allowance  from  the 
Kxchequer  can  scarcely  suffice  to  cover  actual 
t'X]ienses. 

;\Iany  and  varied  are  the  duties  pertaining 
to  tlie  Chair.  Besides  acting  as  president  of  the 
popular  chamber  and  the  interpreter  of  its  will, 
th(-  Speaker  discharges  various  important  fmic- 
tions.  He,  as  mouthpiece,  demands  judgment  on 
behalf  of  the  House  in  cases  of  impeachment  by 
the  t'ommons.  He  issues  all  warrants  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  House  for  the  arrest  and 
commitment  of  offenders.  His  powers  extend  to 
India  in  ccrl"ain  cases  for  the  examination  of 
witnesses.  The  Spjeaker  signs,  after  first  perusing, 
the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  House,  which 
are  printed  and  circulated  daily  to  members  ;  he 
approves  returns  presented  to  the  House  before 
being  printed  ;  controls  the  issue  of  all  Parlimentarv 
„.„,,         ..    .',,,,         ,       n„fi,„     A  ,,„„  .,=  ..,„      paiiers    laid    nvion    the    table;    sanctions    the  rules 

"' The  question  IS,  tli.xt  I  do  iiott  le  i\e  tbe  (  rnir     A-^  ninny  as  ;uo        J-     i  i  J 

of  ihiit  opinion,  say  •  .\ie     i f  II  e  umti  uy,  vij  " No."'  i'l'pl.ving  to  private  bill  agents,  whose    duties  and 

'■A  PAKTiNG  coMPLiMKNT  responsibilities  are  governed  by  Standing  (.)rders ; 

'■  To  the  itu/U  iio,>  Chalks  Manners  svitM,  ^^^^  j-,g  ]-^f^g^   finally,  considerable  powers  regarding 

"  Sne.ikci- of  tlie  Hovise  of  Commons  in  six  <iuccessi\e  P.ar]ian:ents.        ,i  „     .„, ^i-'„„        v  j.^    ,■„    „  l      •        4-I  •       l  l  r 

',_,..,..,,,       ,         „       ,,,,,.•        tie    taxation    ot    costs  incurred    m   ths    branch    ol 

wliose  last  act  m  his  o,^cml  dial  acta  7U"t  tin  ni^t  ahnh  linl  not  give 

universal  satisfaction.  Parliamentary  business— the  reports  of  the  taxing 

'**  The  first  Commoner  amongst  gentlemen,  anil  the  lirst  gentleman       otficCl'S    beincr    submitted    to    lliln. 

amongst  Commoners.- '•  /\i-°i  i-  1  ii-i 

Only  m  modern  times  has  authorised  provision 
been  made  for  supplying  a  Deputy  Speaker  in  case  of  need,  although  during  the  Protectorate 
temporary  Speakers  were  allowed  to  act.  The  custom  was,  in  the  event  of  a  Speaker's  illness, 
for  the  Clerk  to  inform  members  of  the  fact,  anil  for  the  House  thereafter  to  immediatelv 
adjourn.  Vi'lieii  the  Speaker's  absence  continued  for  a  considerable  time,  lie  resigned,  and 
another  would  be  elected  with  all  the  formalities,  including  the  permission  of  the  Crown  and 
lioyal  ap}ii'o\al.  Upon  the  return  of  the  first  Speaker,  the  one  occupying  his  place  would  resign, 
or  become  indisposed,  and  the  former  re-elected  with  a  repetition  of  the  formal  proceedings.  In 
1853  a  Committee  considered  the  subject,  and  recommended  a  change  in  the  procedure,  and 
the  House  resolved  to  allow  the  Chairman  of  V.'ays  and  Jleans  to  act  as  Deputy  Speaker.  Two 
years  later  an  Act  was  passed,  the  pi'ovisions  of  which  extended  alb  the  powers  possessed  bv  the 
Speaker  to  his  Deputy,  whose  actions  were  to  be  as  xalid  in  every  respect  as  those  of  the  Speaker. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  House  each  day  the  Speaktn-  proceeds  to  the  House  with  much 
formality.  Preceded  by  a  messenger  is  the  Sergeaiit-at-Arms,  attired  in  Court  dress  and 
carrying  the  mace.'  Then  comes  ]\lr.  Speaker,  attired  in  Court  dress  and  full  wig.  his  long 
gown  being  hekl  up  by  his  train-bearer;  alid  in  the  rear  are  the  cha[)Iain  and  the  pirivafe 
secretary.  Members  join  the  procession  uiion  its  way,  and  walk  into  the  House  to  ]irayers. 
All  members  and  strangers  present  in  the  Loliby  raise  their  hats  respectfully  as  Mr.  Speaker 
and  his  retinue  pass  along. 

'  Tlie  mace  has  been  in  use  since  tlie  Restoration,  and  bears  upon  it  the  initials  •'  C.  II." 
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The  arduous  cliMvacter  df  llic  duties  of  tlif  Six'akrrship  may  l)i'  gathered  fioin  tlie  lirief 
sketch  that  has  liccn  giveu  of  the  responsiliilitii's  of  the  Cliair.  'J  here  is,  indeed,  no  great 
•office  in  the  State  whieli  makes  a  heavier  ciUl  n])on  tlie  strengtli  of  its  occupant.  Tlie  mere 
plivsical  strain  of  sitting  for  iiiauy  hours  av  a  stretc'h  in  one  ]iosilion.  witli  mental  faculties 
alert,  is  enormous.  Only  (he  strmigot  c(iii>t  itutions  can  come  sal  i>fact(irily  through  such  an 
ordeal.  I''ortunately  the  great  line  of  modern  Speakers  to  whom  the  observations  mainlv 
apply — for  tlie  practice  of  long  and  late  sittings  is  an  evil  which  has  become  acute  onlv  in 
'Comparatively  recent  times — have  been  men  as  reni>\vned  for  their  bodily  endurance  as  for  their 
high  intellectual  and  moral  qualities.  Cases  of  actual  breakdown  have  been  rare,  and  there 
are  exti-aordinarily  few  instances  in  which  sei'ious  indisposition  has  interfered  with  the  regular 
■discharge  of  the  Speakers  office.  Still,  even  Jove  sometimes  nods,  and  there  have  been 
occasions  when,  amid  "the  dreary  drip  of  dilatory  declamation,"  tired  nature  has  asserted 
itself,  and  the  wciglited  eyelids  of  Urst  Commoners  have  closed  in  slumber.  It  is  to  one 
of  these  episodes  that  Wentwortli  ]\Iackworth  Praed,  who  was  a  member  of  the  short-lived 
Ministry  of  Sir  Kobert  Peel  known  as  "the  Hundred  Days,"  refers  in  these  stan/as: — 


Sleep,  Mr.  Speaker ;  it's  only  fair, 

If  you  don't  in  J'our  bed,  you  should  in  your  cliair 

Longer  and  longer  still  they  grow, 

Tory  and  Iladical,  Aye  and  No, 

Talking  by  night  and  talking  by  day ; 

Sleep,  Mr.  Speaker,  sleep  while  you  may. 


Sleep,  Mr.  Speaker ;  sweet  to  men 
Is  the  sleep  that  Cometh  but  now  and  then. 
Sweet  to  the  sorrowful,  sweet  to  the  ill. 
Sweet  to  the  children  that  work  in  the  mill. 
You  have  more  need  of  sleep  than  they  ; 
Sleep,  Mr.  Speaker,  sleep  while  you  may. 


After  all,  however,  a  tendency  to  sonniolence  has  been  one  of  the  least  conspicuous  of  the 
"weaknesses  that  have  marked  the  occupancy  of  the  Chair  at  any  period.  The  Speaker's  eye 
has  sometimes  been  accused  of  a  lack  of  impartiality  by  heated  partisans,  but  its  vigilance  has 
rarely  been  called  in  question. 


An  .imusing  incident  in  the  Ho 


,       "  CAUGHT  KAPPIXG. 
:  of  Commons  in  1S32,  in  wliich  a  drowsy  Chaiiiuan  of  Committees  is  detected  sleeping  during  the  progress  of 
a  deh.ite  in  Committee,  over  wiiich  he  is  presiding. 


CARDINAL    WOLSEY, 

3e  visit  to  the  House  of  CommoDS  elicited  a  memorable 
reply  from  Sir  Thomas  More,  the  then  Speaker. 


CHAPTEE    XXYII. 

SPEAKEBS—FAMOUS    A  XT)    IX  FAMOUS. 

The  history  of  the  Speakership  which  lias  lieen  sketched 
in  general  outline  in  the  preceding  chapter  would  not  be 
■complete  without  some  more  detailed  reference  to  the 
personal  aspects  of  the  office.  JIany  great  names  are 
associated  with  the  Chair — names  which  have  left  an 
indelible  mark  upon  the  annals  of  the  countr\'.  ]More- 
over,  the  jiosition  is  peculiarly  one  in  which  individual 
characteristics  have  strikingly  manifested  themselves, 
and  it  is  only  by  the  biographical  jjrocess  that  can  be 
properly  elucidated  the  more  notable  incidents  which 
have  accompianied  the  development  of  the  prerogati\es 
and  powers  of  the  Chair.  It  is,  perhaps,  fortunate,  in 
view  of  the  exigencies  of  space,  that  the  earlier  names 
which  figure  iipon  the  Speakers'  roll  were  those  of  men 
mostly  undistinguished.  Worthy  knights  of  the  shire, 
commoners  temporarily  withdrawii  from  an  honourable 
obscurity  by  a  fleeting  popularity,  and  mediocre  lawyers 
using  their  position  for  purposes  of  personal  aggran- 
disement— such  was  the  character  of  the  vast  majority 
of  those  whom  the   House  delighted  to   honour  in  the 

first  two  centuries  of  its  existence.  Where  fame  came  to  any  of  them,  it  was  mostly  due  to 
their  fortuitous  association  with  some  historic  event  which  had  passed  outside  the  walls  of  the 
Parliament  House. 

A  case  in  point  is  tliat  of  Sir  Henry  Bedford,  who.  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.  (1403),  submitted  what  was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  absolutely  the  first,  votes  of 
thanks  tendered  by  Parliament  to  a  victorious  general.  The  circumstances  of  this  incident 
in  Parliamentary  history  are  so  singular  that  they  may  be  related  in  the  quaint  phraseology  of 
the  ancient  record.  According  to  this,  the  Commons,  on  October  16th,  "by  the  mouth  of  their 
Speaker  gave  the  King  their  most  humble  thanks  for  his  many  valiant  exploits — namely, 
for  his  last  expedition  into  Scotland  and  for  his  three  several  journey's  into  Wales  since  the 
former,  wherein,"  continues  the  chronicler,  "  they  took  occasion  to  praise  the  valour  of  the 
Prince,  and  forgot  not  to  mention  the  noble  service  performed  by  Lord  Thomas,  the  King's 
second  son,  in  Ireland.  As  for  the  victory  in  Scotland,  they  humbly  hoped  that  by  good  policy 
it  might  be  made  to  turn  to  the  advantage  and  ease  of  the  Commons,  and  because  in  that 
battle  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  behaved  gallantly  they  prayed  the  King  to  give  him  thanks." 
A  curious  sequel  to  this  episode  was  supplied  four  days  later,  when,  "the  King  seated  on  his 
throne  in  the  Lords,  the  Commons  being  then  assembled,"  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  and 
his  son,  Harry  Hotspur,  brought  before  the  King  the  leading  prisoners  taken  in  the  bloody 
fight  at  Halidon  Hill,  where  ten  thousand  Scots  were  slain.  "  These  prisoners,"  says  the 
historian,  "  on  coming  into  the  King's  presence  kneeled  three  times :  first  at  the  door  of 
the  Whitehall  within  the  King's  Palace,  then  in  the  midst  of  the  Hall,  and,  lastly,  before  the 
throne ;   and  whilst   they  were    still  kneeling    Sir    Adam    Forester,  in    the    name    of  them   all, 
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luimblv  praved  the  King  that  th<'y  iiiighl  he  eiitrrlaiiicd  accoiiling  to  tlie  coiivsp  of  wav.  whiclr 
the  King,  because  they  were  taken  figliting  valiantly  in  the  field,  readily  granted.  Finally, 
they  were  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Steward  of  the  Household  to  await  the  King's  i^leasure." 
A  fifteenth-century  Speaker  whose  illustrious  name  entitles  him  to  a  word  of  passing 
comment  was  Thomas  Chaucer,  who  officiated  in  the  Parliament  of  1408.  He  was  a  near 
relative  of  the  poi't.  liut  apjicais  to  have  had  little  in  common  with  "The  Father  of  English 
Poetry."  About  the  only  fact  of  interest  associated  with  him  was  the  eqiiivocal  remark  of  the 
King  when  he  made  the  usual  protestation  on  election,  "that  he  expected  the  Commons  would 
speak  no  unbecoming  words,  or  attempt  anything  that  was  not  consistent  with  decency."'  A 
second  name  of  high  distinction  in  the  country's  annals  is  that  of  John  Russel,  who,  elected 
Speaker  on  October  14th,  1423,  laid  the  enduring  foundations  of  the  great  house  of  Bedford. 
Eut  these  are  only  chance  landmarks  in  a  barren  land. 

When  we  approach  the  troubled  period  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  we  find  the  Speakership 
a  dangerous  office  for  those  who  filled  it.  William  Tresham,  who  occupied  the  Chair  in  1439 
and  again  in  1447,  was  barbarously  murdered  on  the  King's  highway  not  far  from  Northamjiton. 
as  he  went  to  meet  the  Duke  of  York.  He  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  impeachment  of 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  it  is  conjectured,  probably  correctly,  that  the  outrage  was  in  revenge 
for  his  official  share  in  that  transaction.  Not  less  tragic  and  even  more  historic  was  the  fate 
which  awaited  Thomas  Thorpe,  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Essex,  who  was  elected  Speaker  in 
1452,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YI.  He  became  involved  in  the  fierce  internecine  struggle  which 
was  raging  at  the  time  by  seizing,  on  behalf  of  the  King's  party,  some  warlike  stores  which 
the  Duke  of    York  had  depo^ited    in  the    palace    of   the    Bishop    of   Durham.       An    action    for 

trespass  was  brought  bv  the  Duke,  and  the  un- 
fortunate Speaker  was  cast  into  the  Fleet  Prison 
in  execution  of  a  decree  for  damages.  The 
Commons  strongly  j^rotested  against  this  outrage 
to  their  head,  urging  that  he  was  privileged  in 
what  he  did  "by  common  custom,  time  out  of 
memory  of  man  and  ever  afore  these  times,  used 
in  every  of  the  Parliaments  of  the  King's  noble 
progenitors."  The  appeal  was  in  vain.  Thorpe's 
imprisonment  was  made  more  effective,  and  a  new 
Sjieaker  was  elected  in  his  place  by  order  of  the 
Peers  of  Parliament.  At  length  the  unfortunate 
upholder  of  constitutional  rights  escaped,  but 
only  to  be  recaptured  and,  by  the  Duke  of  York's 
orders,  cast  into  Newgate.  After  remaining  here 
for  some  time  he  was  transferred  to  the  Marshal- 
sea,  and  finally  met  his  end  on  the  scaffold  at 
Harringay  Park,  in  Middlesex,  now  one  of  the 
most  thriving  of  London's  northern  suburbs.  Sir 
William  Oldhall,  another  Speaker  of  this  period — 
he  was  elected  in  1451 — was  attainted  of  treason, 
but  appears  to  have  escaped  the  fate  of  Thori)e. 
Next  on  the  list  calling  for  notice  is  Thomas 
Lo\ell,  who  may  be  described  as  "  The  Fighting- 
Sjieakor."  Elected  on  November  7th,  1486,  Lovell, 
as  a  staunch  adherent  of  Henry  YIL,  in  the  follow- 
ing year  took  the  field  with  the  King's  forces 
against  the  Simnel  faction,  and  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  at  the  battle  of  Stoke,  receiving 
for  his  part  in  the  transaction  the  honour  of  the 


UlCilAKD    III.. 
In  whose  reign  was  apjiointed  to  the  Sije-ikersbip  the  notorious 
William  Catesby.    The  boar  supporters  are  noticeable  in  the  coat 
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(i alter.  Engaged  on  the  rebel  side 
ill  this  encounter,  wliich  proved  so 
disastrous  to  the  Simnel  cause,  was 
Lord  Lovell,  a  kinsman  of  the  Speaker. 
With  the  name  of  this  nobleman  a 
tragic  legend  is  associated  which  is 
the  foundation  of  the  romance  of  "  The 
Old  English  Baron "  and  of  that  most 
popular  of  old-time  ballads,  "The 
]\Iistletoe  Bough."  The  story  goes 
that,  flying  from  the  battlefield.  Lord 
Lovell  sought  refuge  in  one  of  his 
own  castles.  A  faithful  retainer 
received  him  and  conducted  him  for 
security  to  an  old  cellar.  Here  for 
some  still  unexplained  cause  he  was 
left  and  viltimately  died  of  starvation. 
The  mystery  of  his  disappearance  was 
not  elucidated  until  about  a  century 
and  half  ago,  when,  upon  the  opening 
of  the  vault  for  sume  purpose,  the 
skeleton  was  found. 

Leaving  the  troubled  period  of 
the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  we  come  across 
a  group  of  occupants  of  the  Chair 
whose  names  have  been  handed  down 
to  infamy.  First  in  order  of  chrono- 
logical precedence,  if  not  in  moral 
degradation,  is  William  Catesby,  the 
willing  tool  of  the  crafty  Duke  of 
Gloucester  (Richard  III.).  He  is  traditionally  believed  to  have  been  an  active  participator  in 
the  murder  of  the  young  Princes  in  the  Tower,  and  at  all  events  had  a  hand  in  most  of  the 
merciless  acts  of  general  policy  by  which  his  tyrant  master  was  seated  upon  the  throne.  It 
was  in  allusion  to  his  influence,  with  that  of  RatcUfl'e  and  Lovell,  two  other  of  Richard's  myr- 
midons, that  Colingburn  penned  his  well-known  distich : — 

The  cat,  the  rat,  and   Lovell  our  dog 
Eule  all  England  under  the  ho?. 


SIK  CHKISTOrHEK   WRAY, 
Wild  was  Speaker  in  i:Tl 


The  last  phrase  of  the  couplet  is  an  allusion  to  the  lioar  which  Richard  adopted  as  one  of  his 
supporters.  Catesby  accompanied  his  master  to  Bosworth  Field,  where  he  was  ca[)tured.  and 
from  the  field  of  battle  sent  to  the  scaffold  at  Leicester  three  days  later. 

Next  on  our  black  list  we  make  acquaintance  with  as  pretty  a  brace  of  ruffians  as  are 
to  be  met  with  in  the  pages  of  English  history.  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the  reference 
is  to  Empson  and  Dudley,  the  notorious  Ministers  of  Henry  VII.,  whose  extortions,  even 
in  that  age  of  misgovernment  and  oppression,  were  of  monstrous  import.  Sir  Richard 
Empson,  who  was  elected  to  the  Chair  in  the  Parliament  of  1491,  was  of  common  origin,  his 
father  being  a  sieve-maker  at  Towcester.  He  was  a  man  of  haughty  and  overbearing 
disp)osition,  and  for  his  cruel  exactions  on  behalf  of  his  Royal  master  was  hated  by  the  poor 
with  a  poisonous  hate.  The  popular  feeling  towards  him  is  illustrated  by  a  story  narrated  by 
his  biographers.  It  is  stated  that  an  old  man  in  Warwickshire,  "  accounted  very  judicious  in 
judicial  astrology,"  was  one  day  scoffingly  asked  by  Empson  when  the  sun  would  change.  To 
this  the  old  man  jiromptly  replied  :    ••  Even  when  such  a  wicked   lawyer  as  you  go  to  heaven." 
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Empson's  companinn  in  iniquity.  Ivlward  Dudle_y,  who  filled  the  ("hair  in  loO:'.  was  a  man 
of  good  birth  and  attainments,  but  utterly  unscrupulous.  It  was  said  of  his  eleetion  "that 
a  man  may  easily  guess  how  absolute  the  King  took  himself  to  be  with  his  Parliament 
when  the  creature  Dudley,  that  was  so  odious  to  the  public,  was  made  Speaker."  It  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  a  just  retribution  in  the  end  overtook  this  precious  pair.  When 
Heniy  VIII.  came  to  the  throne  in  1560  they  were  brought  to  the  scaffold  to  appease  the 
popular  anger. 

It  is  refreshing  to  turn  from  these  unhallowed  associations  of  the  Speakersliip  to  the  recollec- 
tions which  cluster  about  the  illustrious  name  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  to  whom  Townsend,  in  his 
"Memoirs  of  the  House  of  Commons,"  refers  glowingly,  but  not.  perhaj^s,  untruh',  as  "the 
first  great  man  and  still  the  greatest  of  his  race ;  the  first  English  gentleman  who  signalised 
himself  as  an  orator ;  the  first  writer  of  prose  which  is  still  intelligible ;  the  first  layman 
Chancellor  of  England,  the  celebrated  magistracy  which  has  rarely  been  filled  by  a  more 
learned,  never  by  a  better,  man."  More's  cai-eer  as  a  member  commenced  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  soon  after  he  came  of  age.  His  sturdy  opposition  in  the  House  to  the  marriage 
of  Princess  llargaret  with  the  Scotch  King  brought  him  into  disgrace  at  Court,  and  he  was 
forced  into  retirement  for  some  years.  Finding  favour  with  Henry  VIII.,  he  in  1523  returned 
to  Parliament,  and  was  promptly  elected  Speaker.  Soon  he  was  called  upon  to  show  that 
strong  independence  which  was  so  marked  a  featm-e  of  his  character.  The  King,  in  desperate 
need  of  money,  commissioned  Wolsey  to  endeavour  to  secure  assent  to  an  enormous  subsidy 
of  £800,000,  to  be  raised  by  a  ^iroperty  tax  of  a  fifth  of  men's  lands  and  goods.  Notice  was 
given  to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  projected  intrusion,  and  there  was  a  protracted  and 
earnest  debate  as  to  whether  the  Cardinal  should  be  admitted  with  a  few  followers  only  or 
with  his  w'hole  train.  Opinion  ruled  in  favour  of  the  former  course ;  but  ^lore  took  a  different 
line  in  a  speech  which  is  a  masterjjiece  of  policy. 

"IMaisters,"   he   said,  "forasmuch  as  my  Lord   Cardinal  lately,  as  yee  woote  well,  layde  to 


JU'RAL    PAINTINGS    ON    THE    SlIUTII    blUL    ur    .^T.    >TEriIi:NS    CllArKL. 

i.my  beautiful  medieval  embellishments  of  the  Cliripel  iliscovered  when  the  alterations  were  made  to  admit  the  Irish  members  aftei 

the  Union. 


KING   HENRY   THE   EIGHTH, 
In  whose  reign  the  Speakeiship  was  degraded  by  its  association  with  many  despotic  exercises  of  tlie  l^yal  authority. 
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our  cliarge  the  lightness  of  our  tonirucs  fci- 
thinges  uttered  out  of  this  House,  it  should 
not  in  my  mind  be  amisse  to  receave  him  with 
all  his  pomjic  ;  with  his  maces,  his  pilliirs.  his 
poleaxes,  his  cross,  liis  hatto.  and  the  (jrcat 
Seale  too:  to  the  intent  that  if  he  tinrle  the 
like  fault  with   us,  then   we   niav  lav  the   l>la.ine 


til 


wh 


up 
him."  ' 

So  it   was   settl 
should  come  in  full 


tirace     hiiiuji'th    with 


.'d  that  the  regal  \\"olsey 
state,  and  he  did  so,  with 
results,  however,  which  were  very  disapi^ointing 
to  his  vanity.  The  House  maintiiined  a 
resolute  silence  in  the  fare  of  all  his  appeals. 
At  length,  losing  patience,  he  in  imperious 
language  insisted  upon  a  reasonable  answer. 
Then  the  Speaker,  '■  falling  upon  his  knees 
with  abject  huuiility,  excused  the  silence  of  the 
House,  abashed,"  as  it  was,  "at  the  sight  of 
so  noble  a  jiersonage,  who  was  able  to  amaze 
the  wisest  and  most  learned  men  in  the  realm." 
Thereafter  "  with  many  probable  arguments 
he  endeavoured  to  show  the  Cardinal  that  his 
manner  of  coming  thither  was  neither  expedient 
nor  agreeable  to  the  ancient  liberties  of  the 
House,  and  in  conclusion  told  him  that. except 
all  the  members  could  put  their  several  thoughts 
into  his  head,  he  alone  was  unable  in  so 
weighty  a  matter  to  give  his  Grace  a  sulBcient 
answer." 

Finding  that  his  entreaties  were  useless, 
VVolsey  swept  out  of  the  House  (the  Chapter 
House)  in  a  towering  passion.  Meeting  More 
a  little  later  at  Whitehall,  Wolsey  said  to  him  : 
"Would  to  God  you  had  been  at  Eome.  Sir 
Thomas,  when  I  made  you  Sjieaker  !  "  '■  Your 
Grace  not  offended,  so  would  I,  too,  m^'  lord," 

replied  the  imjierturbable  More,  "for  then  I  should  have  seen  the  place  I  have  long  desired 
to  visit. '  The  King  shared  Wolsey's  anger  at  the  defeat  of  his  scheme,  and  he  vented  it  in 
characteristic  style.  Sending  for  Edward  JMontague,  a  very  influential  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  greeted  that  gentleman  as  he  awaited  the  Eoyal  commands  on  bended  knees  with 
the  words  :  "  Ho  !  man,  will  they  not  suffer  my  bill  to  pass  ? "  Then,  placing  his  hand  on 
Montague's  head,  he  added  sternly,  "  Get  my  bill  passed  by  to-morrow,  or  else  to-morrow  this 
head  of  yours  shall  be  off."  This  argument,  partially  at  least,  succeeded  where  Vrolse^-'s 
argument  failed.  The  measure  passed,  though  in  a  greatly  modified  form.  Some  of  More's 
biographers  have  represented  that  his  attitude  on  this  question  of  a  subsidy  was  not  so  firm 
as  it  is  represented  in  the  account  quoted,  and  that  he  on  the  occasion  enforced  the  Cardinal's 
demands  with  arguments  of  his  own.  It  is  quite  possible  that  this  may  have  been  the  case, 
as  More  was  too  keenly  alive  to  the  weight  of  the  Eoyal  hand  to  offend  if  he  could  avoid  it. 
Whatever  the  truth  on  the  point  may  be,  he  must  be  admitted,  even  by  his  severest  critics. 
to    have    behaved    in  the  then    circumstances   of   Parliament   with   becoming    spirit,  and    a  full 
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appreciation  of  what  was  due  to  the  independence  of  tlie  poimhir  chamber.  Still,  jNIore's 
occupancy  of  the  Chair  cannot  be  said  to  be  the  jiortion  of  his  career  which  reflects  the  highest 
histre  upon  his  name.  Most  people  will  prefer  to  turn  from  the  degenerate  legislative  era  in 
which  he  acted  as  the  Commons'  mouthpiece  to  those  closing  scenes  in  bis  eventful  life  in  which 
a  successor  of  his  in  the  Chair,  Sir  Eichard  Eich,  played  so  mean  and  dishonourable  a  part. 
It  is  a  familiar  tale,  but  it  will  bear  rejietitimi. 

Imjirisoned  in  the  Tower  at  the  behest  of  the  Eoj-al  tyrant  be  had  served  so  well,  he  was 
visited  one  day  by  Eich.  Thereupon  a  singular  colloquy  ensued  between  them.  The  conversation 
was  opened  by  Rich:  ■' '  r'orasnmch  as  it  is  well  known,  Mr.  Blore,  that  you  are  a  man  both 
wise  and  well  learned,  as  well  in  the  laws  of  the  realm  as  otherwise,  I  pray  you,  sir,  let  me 
be  so  bold  as  of  good  will  to  put  you  this  case  :  Admit  that  there  were  an  Act  of  Parliament 
made  that  all  tlie  realm  should  take  me  for  King,  would  not  j-ou,  Mr.  JMore,  take  me  for 
King?'  'Yes,  sir,'  said  Sir  Thomas  JNIore.  'that  wcjuld  I.'  'I  put  the  ease  further,'  said 
jNIr.  Eich:  'that  there  were  an  Act  of  Parliament  that  all  the  realm  should  take  me  for  Pope, 
would  you  not  then  take  me  for  Pope?'  '  P'or  aiiswei-.'  said  Sir  Thomas,  'to  your  first  case, 
the  Parliament  may  well  meddle  with  t/he  state  of  temporal  princes,  but  to  make  answer  to 
your  other  case  I  will  put  ymi  this  case:  Suppose  the  Parliament  would  make  a  law  that  God 
should  not  be  (iod.  would  you  then.  Mr.  Eich,  say  that  God  should  not  be  God?'  'No,'  said 
he,  '  since  no  Parliament  may  make  such  a  law,  no  more  (as  Mr.  Eich  rejjorted  Sir  Thomas- 
should  say,  but  yet  he  made  no  such  inference  as  he  avoucheth  after  to  Mr.  Eich's  face)  could 
the  Parliament  make  the  King  supreme  head  of  the  Church.'"  The  mean-spirited  Eich  reported 
the  conversation,  and  upon  it  a  charge  of  treason  was  constructed,  leading  ultimately  to- 
Flore's  execution  u])i>n  Tower  ilill. 

The  records  of  Sir  Richard  Eich's  Speakershiji  exhibit  him  in  quite  as  unfavourable  a  light 
as  might  be  anticipated  from  his  treacherous  conduct  towards  More.  Soon  after  he  was 
appointed  in  1537,  the  King  visited 
the  House  of  Lords  to  pass  bills  that 
were  awaiting  the  Royal  assent.  Eich 
took  advantage  of  the  oijportunity  to 
deliver  a  fawning  speech  in  which  he 
likened  the  King  to  the  sun.  '-fdr  as 
the  sun,"  said  he.  "  expels  all  tin- 
noxious  vapours  which  would  otlieiwise 
be  hurtful  to  us,  and  by  its  heat 
cherishes  and  brings  forth  those  seeds, 
plants,  and  fruits  necessary  for  the 
support  of  human  life,  so  this  our 
most  excellent  Prince  takes  away  by 
his  prudence  all  those  enormities 
which  may  hereafter  be  anyways  hurt- 
ful to  US  and  our  posterity,  and  takes 
care  to  enact  such  laws  as  will  be  a 
defence  to  the  good  and  a  great 
terror  to  evil-doers."  The  man.  no 
doubt,  was  a  mere  creature  of  the 
King,  ami  maintained  liiiiisi'lf  in 
power  liy  pandering  to  his  vicious 
and  tyrannical  propensities. 

Well  worthy  to  be  bracketed  with 
Eich  is  bis  immediate  successor.  Sir 
Nicholas  Hare.  This  Speaker  presided 
over  the  historic  Parliament  which  met 
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The  view  is  interesting  as  affording  a  glimpse  of  the 

Speaker's  residence  in  the  old  Palace  of  Westminster, 


in  l.JK)  to  Iriid  it.s  sanction  to  the  despotic 
(Iccivi's  (if  J I  en  IV  \'ni.  During  the  session 
aijout  seventy  Acts  received  the  Koyal  assent, 
some  of  them  of  a  character  which  has  left  a 
deep  stain  upon  the  legislative  annals.  A  few- 
examples  may  be  cited.  Besides  a  statute 
[iroviding  for  the  divorce  of  the  King  from 
his  two  wives,  there  were  Acts  decreeing  the 
burning  at  the  stake  of  any  one  wlio  should 
presume  to  think  or  obstinately  affirm  that 
the  Communion  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  in 
both  kinds  is  necessary  for  the  health  of 
man's  soul,  or  that  private  masses  were  not 
laudable,  or  that  auricular  confession  was  not 
expedient  and  necessary.  Monstrous  as  these 
enactments  were,  we  find  that  at  the  close  of 
the  session  the  Speaker,  in  the  most  nauseous 
strain  of  sycophancy,  "congratulated  the 
kingdom,  and  thought  great  praises  were  due 
to  God  for  the  blessing  of  such  a  ruler."  Tiie 
times  must,  indeed,  have  been  out  of  joint 
when  such  things  could  happen ;  and  un- 
fortunately they  were  not,  as  far  as  the 
Speakership  is  concerned,  to  change,  ^\'hen 
"  the  English  Bluebeard "  disappeared  from 
the  scene,  and,  after  a  brief  interval  of  light, 
during  wliich  the  Boy  King  reigned,  31ary,  of  sinister  memory,  ascended  the  throne,  the  degrada- 
tion of  Parliament  was  intensified,  if  possible.  The  lowest  depth  was  reached  in  1554-5,  when  the 
two  Houses,  after  repealing  all  the  laws  of  Henry  YIH.  and  Edward  VI.  relating  to  the  Reforma- 
tion, at  the  close  of  the  Parliament  went  in  solemn  procession  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  to  return 
thanks  for  their  "conversion"  to  the  Catholic  Church.  Ninety  crosses  were  borne  in  the 
procession,  in  which  figured  a  hundred  and  sixteen  priests  in  full  vestments.  Bishop  Bonner 
carried  the  pyx  under  a  splendid  canopy,  and  with  him  were  seven  other  bishops.  Behind 
walked  the  House  of  Lords,  and  then  the  House  of  Commons,  with  its  Speaker  (Clement 
Heigham)  and  the  mace.  jNIass  was  celebrated  in  the  Cathedral  with  all  the  pomp  of  the 
Roman  ritual  as  a  final  act  of  solemnity  to  impress  the  pojjulace  with  the  reality  of  the 
change.  Yet  only  a  few  years  passed  away  before  the  old  laws  were  re-established  and  the 
Reformation  was  in  full  blast  again,  with  Parliament  as  its  sturdiest  defenders.  The  Speakers 
of  those  distracted  times  must  not,  perhajis,  be  blamed  too  severely  for  their  shai-e  in  the 
transactions  which  now  seem  so  contemptible.  They  were  the  products  of  a  day  when  inde- 
pendence of  work  or  thought  was  a  heinous  crime,  and  the  noblest  were  either  s3'cophants  or 
fanatics. 

The  Elizabethan  Speakers  were  too  deejily  imbued  with  tlie  old  bad  traditions  to  do  mucli 
to  elevate  the  office.  In  the  main  they  were  quite  imdistinguished,  and  have  left  behind 
them  little  but  their  names  and  a  monotonous  succession  of  truckling  speeches  in  praise  of 
Royalty  or  in  insincere  dej)reciation  of  themselves.  One  Speaker  who,  however,  must  not  be 
passed  over  without  special  mention  is  Richard  Onslow — the  bearer  of  a  name  subsequently 
to  become  famous  in  the  history  of  the  Chair.  It  is  curious  that  this  individual  was 
elected  against  his  will — or  perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  that  he  was  ai)pointed 
in  defiance  of  his  expressed  wish  to  be  fiassed  over.  The  question  of  his  selection  was  settled 
by  a  division,  the  first,  it  is  believed,  in  the  history  of  the  Speakershiji.  Eighty-two  votes  were 
cast  in  favour  of  overriding  his  refusal,   and  seventy  as^ainst.     The   diffidence  shown  bv  Onslow 
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was  to  a  gi-eat  extent  justified,  for  his  tenure  of  office  was  by  no  means  remarkable  for  the 
ability  (Hs))layed  in  the  conduct  of  the  proceedings.  The  Speaker's  name  is  chiefly  associated 
with  an  adulatory  speech  delivered  at  the  jieriod  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Parliament.  Elizabeth 
was  so  well  satisfied  with  this  that  she  deigned  to  supplement  the  Lord  Keejier's  customary 
harangue  with  a  speech  of  her  own  "as  a  jjeriphrasis,"  for  though  she  had  "not  been  used 
nor  loved  to  speak  in  open  assemblies,"  yet  she  on  this  occasion  broke  the  rule  of  silence, 
'■remembering  that  commonly  Princes'  own  words  be  better  printed  in  the  hearers  memory 
than  those  spoken  by  their  command." 

Richard  Onslow  was  succeeded  by  a  number  of  very  worthy  men  who  made  admirable 
courtiers,  but  were  not  eminent  in  any  other  character.  One  who  may  be  singled  out  for  mention 
for  jiersonal  reasons  is  Sir  John  Popliam,  who  was  Speaker  in  1.581,  the  twenty-third  year  of 
Elizabeth's  reign.  This  worthy  had  climbed  to  the  Chair  under  romantic  circumstances.  When 
quite  J'oung  he  was  kidnapped  from  his  parents  by  a  band  of  gypsies,  and  by  them  held  for 
some  years,  when  circumstances  led  to  his  restoration  to  his  home.  In  consequence,  it  i& 
supposed  by  his  biographers,  of  his  vagabond  life,  he  was  as  a  young  man  noted  for  his  reckless 
and  dissipated  habits.  Ultimately,  through  the  influence  of  his  wife,  he  reformed,  .studied  for 
the  law.  became  a  member  of  Parliament  in  1572.  and,  as  ab-eady  noted,  was  elected  Speaker 
in  1581.  Another  occupant  of  the  Chair  of  the  Elizabethan  period  who  should  be  particularised 
is  Sir  John  Puckering,  who  was  installed  in  November,  1585.  It  I'ell  to  the  lot  of  this 
Speaker  to  take  a  pirominent  part  in  the  jiroceedings  which  led  to  the  execution  of  ^lary 
Queen  of  Scots.  Selected  to  present  to  Elizabeth  the  petition  of  Parliament  that  the  unfortunate 
Queen  should  be  con.^igned  to  the  scaffold,  Puckering  discharged  his  mission  by  making  a 
speech  conceived  in  an  implacable  spirit.  Elizabeth,  wdth  a  sincerity  which  may  reasonably 
be  doubted,  manifested  a  reluctance  to  accept  the  advice  tendered,  and  requested  that  there 
should  be  found  "a  more  pleasing  expedient  whereby  both  the  Queen  of  Scots'  life  may-  be 
spared  and  my  security  provided  for."  The  Commons  declined  to  alter  their  decision,  where- 
upon Elizabeth  replied  in  a  speech  wdiich  was 
a  masterpiece  of  Jesuitical  refinement.  '■  If," 
she  observed,  "  I  shall  say  unto  you  I  mean 
not  to  grant  your  petition,  by  my  faith  I  should 
say  unto  you  more  than,  perhaps,  I  mean. 
And  if  I  said  unto  you  I  mean  to  grant 
your  petition,  I  should  then  tell  you  mor.- 
than  is  fit  for  you  to  know.  And  thus  I  nni-i 
deliver  you  an  answer  answerless."  Parlia- 
ment, with  a  shrewd  appreciation  of  the  Quei^i- 
real  sentiments,  declined  to  be  put  off  in  thi- 
way,  and  persisted  in  asking  for  the  carryiiiL; 
out  of  the  sentence,  urging  that  "as  it  weii- 
injustice  to  deny  execution  of  the  law  tii  any 
one  of  her  subjects  that  should  demand  it,  so 
nuich  more  were  it  so  to  the  whole  body  of 
her  people  of  England  unanimously  and  with 
one  voice  humbly  and  instantly  suing  i^r 
the  same."  Elizabeth's  scruple.s,  genuine  la 
assumed,  as  is  well  known,  were  finally  over- 
come. Mary  Queen  of  Scots  died  the  traitor's 
death.  Partly,  perhaps,  for  his  zeal  shown  in 
this  case,  Puckering  secui-ed  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellorship, and  distinguished  himself  in  that 
ofiBce  by  his  devotion  to  the  Protestant  cause. 
A   favourite  maxim  of  his  was  that  "he  that  Westminster. 
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is    tlmixiughly    I'lipisli    cannot    but    be    a 
trayter." 

It  fell  to  Puckeriug's  lot  while  hold- 
ing the  Great  Seal  to  assist  at  the  installa- 
tion in  the  Chair  of  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  men 
who  ha\e  filled  the  office.  The  period 
of  Coke's  Sjieakership  was,  on  the  whole, 
the  least  creditable  portion  of  his  career. 
As  we  have  shown  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  he  strengthened  if  anything  the 
degrading  traditions  which  had  grown  up 
about  the  Chair.  Of  his  ingenuity  in 
liyperbole  we  have  some  amusing  speci- 
mens in  the  pages  of  D'Ewes.  Thus, 
in  a  speech  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
Coke,  addressing  the  Queen,  compared 
Parliament  to  "  that  sweet  commonwealth 
of  little  bees."  Her  Majesty  was  the 
queen  bee,  and  they  lived  under  the  pro- 
tection of  her  wings.  "  Under  j-our  happy 
government  we  live  upon  honey ;  but 
where  the  bee  sucketh  honey  there  also 
the  spider  draweth  poison.  Some  such 
venoms  there  be ;  but  such  drones  and 
door  bees  we  will  expel  the  hi\e  and 
serve  your  Majesty,  and  withstand  any 
enemy  that  shall  assault  }'ou.  Our  lands,  our  goods,  our  lives,  are  prostrate  at  3'our  feet  to  be 
commanded."  High  as  is  the  flight  here  taken,  it  did  not  carry  the  orator  quite  so  far  as 
the  eloquence  of  Sir  Edward  Philips,  the  Speaker  of  the  first  Parliament  of  James  I.,  carried 
him.  It  must  be  read  in  full  to  adequately  appreciate  its  supreme  qualities ;  but  a  few 
passages  may  suffice  to  con\ey  an  idea  of  the  spirit  of  the  whole.  Commencing  his  discom-se, 
this  worthy  said  :  "  ]Most  renowned  and  of  all  others  most  worthy  to  be  admired  Sovereign,  as 
the  supreme  and  all-powerful  King  of  Heaven  hath  created  man  to  go\ern  His  works,  so  did 
He  depute  terrestrial  beings  in  whom  His  image  was  to  govern  man,  but  yet  so  as  still  to 
think  that  they  were  but  men."  Afterwards  proceeding  to  speak  of  himself,  he  dwelt  with 
pom[ious  magnificence  of  diction  upon  the  position  he  was  called  upon  to  fill.  "This  great 
and  important  public  service  requireth  to  be  managed  by  the  absolute  perfection  of  experience, 
the  mother  of  jirudence;  by  the  profoundness  of  literature,  the  fother  of  true  judgment;  and 
by  tlie  fulness  and  grace  of  Nature's  gifts,  which  are  the  beauty  and  ornament  of  arts  and 
actions;  from  the  virtues  of  all  and  every  whereof  I  am  so  far  estranged,  that  not  tasting  of 
Parnassus'  springs  at  all,  nor  of  that  honey  left  upon  the  li^is  of  Plato  and  Pindarus  by  the 
bees,  birds  of  the  Muses,  I  remain  untouched  with  the  contrary,  and  thereby  am  disabled 
to  undergo  the  weight  of  so  heavy  a  burthen,  under  which  I  ilo  already  groan,  and  shall  both 
faint  and  fail  if  not  by  your  justice  disburthened,  or  by  your  clemency  commiserate."  Here, 
fortunately,  we  touch  the  topmost  summit— or  more  properly,  perhaps,  plumb  the  very  lowest 
depth— of  the  rhetorical  insincerities  which  so  long  marked  the  utterances  of  the  occupants 
of  the  Cliair.  The  fashion  gradually  went  out,  and  with  the  introduction  of  higher  ideals 
of  dignity  the    Speakership  gained  in  strength. 

A  worthy  pioneer  of  the  new  school  was  Sir  John  Grlan\'ille,  who  is  described  by  Clarendon 
as  a  man  "very  etpuil  to  the  work,  very  well  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  in  Parliament, 
of  a    quick    conception,    and    of   a   ready    and    voluble    expression."       His  personal   qualities  are 
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attractively  illnstniteil  by  an  iiitcrcsl  ing  story  told  of  his  dealings  with  his  elder  brother, 
Sir  Francis  (ilanville.  Tliis  individnal  by  his  dissijiated  habits  so  l)rouglit  disgrace  upon 
his  family  tiiat  his  fallirr  cut  iiiin  oft'  witli  tlie  proverbial  shilling.  Wlien  the  will 
disinheriting  him  was  read.  8ir  Francis  tilanville  was  overwhelmed  with  shame  and  remorse, 
and  forthwith  resolved  to  lead  a  better  life.  Retiring  from  society,  he  counnenced  an 
honourable  and  useful  career,  and  in  time  became  quite  an  altered  man.  His  brother,  the 
Speaker,  observing  the  change,  invited  the  reformed  prodigal  to  a  sumjituous  banquet,  at 
which  many  distinguished  friends  of  the  family  were  also  guests.  When  the  feast  had 
proceeded  some  time,  a  dish  was  set  before  Sir  Francis  Glanville,  and  he  was  invited  by  the 
host  to  help  himself  to  the  contents.  Eemoving  the  lid,  the  knight  found  a  bundle  of  papers, 
which  on  examination  proved  to  be  the  title-deeds  of  an  important  section  of  the  ancestral 
estates,  with  a  conveyance  of  the  projierty  to  himself  in  due  legal  form.  A  veil  may  be  drawn 
over  the  scene  that  followed ;  but  it  should  be  said  that  this  pleasing  incident,  so  eloquent  of 
a  generous  and  high-minded  disposition,  did  much  to  raise  Sir  John  Glanville  in  the  estimation 
of  his  fellows.  As  a  Speaker  he  showed  himself  a  man  of  gi-eat  judgment  and  discernment. 
His  speeches  were  eloquent  without  the  insincerity  which  had  long  marked  the  utterances  from 
the  Chair ;  and  generally  he  set  an  example  of  dignity  which  was  not  lost  upon  his  immediate 
successors.  Though  not  in  any  sense  a  great  man,  his  memory  deserves  a  warm  corner  in  the 
Parliamentarian's  heart  as  that  of  one  of  the  most  honourable  and  high-minded  members 
who  were  ever  called  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  popular  chamber. 

William  Lenthall,  who  was  Glanville's  successor,  was  a  Speaker  of  a  very  different  type. 
History  differs  as  to  the  interpretation  to  be  put  upon  some  of  his  actions,  but  there  is  a 
general  agreement  amongst  writers  that  he  was  lacking  in  fibre  and  to  a  certain  extent  in 
principle.      The  one  great  episode  in  his  career,  his  vindication   of   Parliamentary   privilege    in 

the  memorable  answer  he  gave  to  Charles 
I.  when  he  went  to  the  House  of  Commons 
to  arrest  the  five  members,  was  belittled 
by  subsequent  acts  of  indecision  and 
time-serving.  Nothing  can  quite  wijje 
out  the  stain  of  the  degrading  scene 
which  was  witnessed  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1647,  when  the  army  and  the 
Parliament  having  fallen  out,  a  mob  of 
Presbyterian  apprentices  broke  in  upon 
the  affrighted  assembly  and  compelled 
it  to  pass  resolutions  rescinding  votes 
already  agreed  upon.  Lenthall's  part  in 
the  business  was  little  to  his  credit. 
Even  after  he  had  lent  his  sanction  to 
the  miserable  farce  and  was  making  his 
way  out  through  the  Lobby,  he  permitted 
himself  to  be  dragged  back  to  the  Chair 
by  the  rioters  to  put  a  vote  in  favour  of 
the  King's  being  brought  to  London. 
The  distracted  state  of  the  country  at 
the  time  may  be  held  to  be  some  excuse 
for  the  weakness  shown  in  the  circum- 
stances. Still,  something  more  was  ex- 
pected of  a  Speaker  even  under  duress 
than  a  participation  in  a  heinous  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  House,  followed 
bv  an  undignified  scuffle  from  Palace  Yard 
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A  great  figure  of  the  Ci 


:iltli  period.     As  Siie;iker  he  juit  the  questii 
for  the  trial  of  Charles  1. 
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in  a  strange  carriage  to  escape  the  further 
unwelcome  attentions  of  the  mob.'  Xor  does 
liis  subsequent  conduct  remove  the  impression 
which  tliis  episode  gives  of  his  character. 
On  another  occasion  when  he  wished  to  avoid 
an  inconvenient  attenilance  at  tlie  House,  he 
])leaded  a  desire  to  jirepare  himself  for  the 
Sacrament  as  an  excuse  for  absence.  He 
accepted  .£6.000  as  a  gift  from  Parliament 
after  his  speech  to  the  King,  and,  what  is  far 
more  to  his  discredit,  pocketed  a  douceur  of 
.€50  for  his  good  otKces  in  promoting  a  petition. 
Furthermore,  he  received  with  alacrity  from 
Cromwell  one  of  those  singular  patents  of 
nobility  which  the  Protector,  with  a  true 
appreciation  of  human  weakness,  distributed 
amongst  his  subservient  following.  Finally, 
when  unmistakable  signs  told  him  that  the 
tide  had  turned  against  the  Commonwealth, 
lie  trimmed  his  sails  so  as  to  take  the 
greatest  advantage  of  it.  We  have  in  the 
records  of  the  days  which  preceded  the 
Restoration  an  interesting  picture  of  him 
standing  in  his  gown  at  the  gate  of  lii< 
residence  (the  Polls  House)  in  Chancery  Lane 
reviewing  the  troops  jirior  to  JMonk's  arrival,  making  encouraging  speeches  to  them  and  des- 
patching tliem  eastwards  with  instructions  to  occupy  the  Tower.  Almost  simultaneously  we  find 
him  in  the  House  of  Commons  violently  oj^posing  the  bill  brought  in  compelling  all  members 
to  take  an  oath  abjuring  the  House  of  Stuart.  Again,  he  is  seen  offering  an  eloquent  welcome 
to  Monk  on  his  arrival,  and  subsequently  with  him  making  arrangements  for  the  reinstatement 
of  Parliament  on  its  proper  basis.  Energetic,  however,  as  he  showed  himself  in  bringing  about 
the  Restoration,  he  could  not  efface  the  impression  of  his  previous  acts  of  antagonism  to  the 
dynasty.  He  was  actually  included  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  list  of  persons  exempted 
from  the  Act  of  Indemnity.  It  might  have  gone  badly  with  him  but  for  the  intervention  of 
the  Lords,  who  modified  the  penalty  by  substituting  for  the  major  ban  a  simple  decree  dis- 
abling him  from  ever  again  holding  public  office.  For  this  small  mercy  he  had  to  be  thankful. 
Even  his  disgraceful  action  in  giving  evidence  as  to  words  spoken  in  the  House  in  the  trials 
of  the  regicides  failed  to  secure  his  rehabilitation.  He  died  unhonoured  and  unlamented  in 
September,  1G62.  On  his  dying  bed  he  made  a  confession  of  his  contrition  for  his  share  in 
the  execution  of  Charles  I.  '•  I  confess  with  Saul,"  he  said,  "  I  held  their  clothes  while  they 
murdered  him ;  but  herein  I  was  not  so  criminal  as  Saul,  for  I  never  consented  to  his  death. 
No  excuse  can  be  made  for  me,  that  I  proposed  the  bloody  question  for  trying  the  King;  but 
I  hoped  even  then  when  I  put  the  question,  the  very  putting  the  question  would  have  cleared 
him,  because  I  believed  there  were  four  to  one  against  it — Cromwell  and  his  agents  deceived 
me."  Lenthall  is  one  of  the  great  names  in  Parliament,  but  it  is  great  because  of  its 
association  with  memorable  events,  and  not  for  the  qualities  displaj'ed  by  its  owner. 

There  were  several  successors  to  Lenthall  before  Charles  II.  came  into  his  own.  A  singular 
circumstance  is  to  be  noted  in  reference  to  those  who  were  a]ipointed  just  previous  to  the 
Restoration.     After   Cromwell's    death,  his    son    Richard,  acting    on    the    advice    of  his    Council, 

'  Lentli.-UI,  describing  the  incident  liiniself,  says  that  the  mob  did '-justle.  pull,  and  hale  the  Speaker  all  the 
way  be  went  down  to  his  carocho,  and  force  him  (to  avoid  the  violence)  to  betake  himself  to  the  next  carocbe  to  escape 
the  violence." 
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resolved  to  call  Parliament  together.  The  Houses  assembled  on  January  27th,  1658,  and  My. 
Challoner  Chute  was  chosen  Speaker.  The  "heats  and  tmnults  "  of  the  House  were  too  much 
for  him.  Within  a  very  brief  jieriod  he  became  indisposed,  and  Sir  Lilleborne  Long  was 
elected  in  his  place.  Again  the  choice  was  unfortunate,  for  in  a  short  time  the  new  Speaker 
sickened  and  died.  Then  Mr.  Bamfield  was  appointed  j^^'o  tempore.  He  had  hardly  been 
nominated  when  ]Mr.  Chute  died.  The  House  by  this  time  thought  it  had  had  enough  of 
electing  Speakers,  so  it  left  Mr.  Bamfield  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  Chair. 

The  period  of  military  a.scendency  which  accompanied  the  Eestoration  was  one  of  degrada- 
tion for  the  Chair.  A  turbulent  element  was  imparted  with  the  colonels  who  filled  the 
benches,  and  scenes  of  disorder  were  frequent.  Burton,  in  his  "  Diary,"  gives  some  amusing 
examples  of  the  scant  respect  shown  to  the  Speaker  in  those  days.  The  occupant  of  the  Chair 
was  openly  flouted  and  laughed  at,  and  once  when,  after  much  provocation,  he  attempted  to 
assert  his  authority,  he  was  told  that  he  behaved  himself  "  like  a  Busby  ^  among  so  many 
schoolboys,  and  takes  a  little  too  much  on  him,  but  grandlv."  Edward  Seymour,  who  was  first 
elected  Speaker  in  1673,  redeemed  the  Chair  from  the  humiliating  position  to  which  it  was 
brought  by  the  weakness  of  the  earlier  Eestoration  Sjjeakers.  Haughty  in  spirit,  with  a  keen 
sense  of  what  was  due  to  him  as  a  descendant  of  tlie  Protector  Somerset,  he  by  sheer  force 
of  character  reduced  the  factious  assembly  to  order.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to 
his  action  on  one  occasion  in  quelling  a  dangerous  disturbance  while  the  House  was  in 
Committee  by  resuming  the  Chair,  and  compelling  excited  members  to  give  pledges  for  their 
good  behaviour.  But  this,  though  a  consjiicuous  illustration  of  the  masterfulness  of  his 
disposition,  is  only  one  of  many  episodes  in  which  he  figured  as  the  autocrat  of  the  popular 
assembly.  Once  he  ordered  an  eminent  lawyer  of  the  day  into  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  because  he  showed  no  respect  as  the  Speaker's  procession  passed  through  Westminster 
Hall.  An  even  more  remarkable  assertion  of  his  dignity  is  to  be  found  in  a  story  which  Lord 
Dartmouth,  a  contemporary,  relates :  "  On 
one  occasion,  in  passing  through  Charing  Cross, 
his  (the  Speaker's)  carriage  broke  down,  and 
he  ordered  the  beadles  to  stoji  the  next 
gentleman's  they  met  and  bring  it  to  him. 
The  gentleman  in  it  was  much  surprised  to 
be  turned  out  of  his  own  coach,  Init  Sir 
Edward  told  him  it  was  more  proper  fi.ir 
liim  to  walk  in  the  streets  than  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  left  him  so 
to  do  without  any  further  apology." 

Pride,  however,  sometimes  has  a  fall.  It 
had  in  Seymour's  case.  One  day  a  petition 
was  put  into  his  hands  by  a  waggish 
member.  Unfolding  it  and  adjusting  his 
spectacles  with  his  accustomed  gravity,  he 
began  to  read:  --The  humble  petition  of 
Oliver  Cromwell '  The  devil  !  '"  he  ejacu- 
lated. "The  laughter  was  so  loud  and  long," 
says  the  narrator,  "  that,  throwing  down  the 
paper,  the  old  man  fled  from  the  House  in 
his  wrath."'  It  should  in  justice  to  Seymour 
be  said  that  his  bearing  towards  Royalty 
was  quite  as  haughty  as  it  was  towards  lesser 
mortals.  On  an  historic  occasion  a  message 
being  brought  from  the  House  of  Lords  that 

'  Dr.  Busbv,  the  famous  headmaster  of  Westminster  School. 
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the  King  was  on  tlie  tlironp  awaiting  his  presence  to  hear  tiie  prorogation  of  Piirliament, 
he  refused  to  stir  until  the  Bill  of  Supply  liad  been  brought  from  the  House  of  Lords 
according  to  precedent,  and  when  again  warned,  he  declared  that  he  would  be  torn  by  wild 
horses  sooner  than  quit  the  Chair.  His  persistency  carried  the  day.  The  bill  was  sent  down 
and  the  rights  of  the  po[)ular  chamber  were  vindicated.  But  the  incident  was  not  allowed  to 
be  overlooked  when  the  time  came  for  Seymour  to  seek  re-election.  The  King,  on  being  asked 
to  give  his  sanction  to  the  appointment,  flatly  refused,  and  in  the  end  the  Commons  had  to 
make  a  fresh  choice.  At  a  subsequent  period  Seymour  liad  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  an 
impeachment,  one  of  the  counts  in  the  indictment  against  him  being  that  he  had  received 
exorbitant  jiensions  as  Speaker.  It  was  a  corrupt  age,  and  high-minded,  or  at  least  high- 
stomached,  as    Seymour  was.  he    was    not    altogether    exempt    from    the    common    weakness    of 

desiring  to  enrich  himself  through  his  public  position. 

For  thorough-paced  unblushing  venality,  however, 
we  must  refer  to  the  career  of  Sir  John  Trev(jr.  wlio 
was  the  first  Speaker  after  the  accession  of  William  HI. 
Treviir  was.  perhaps,  as  ill  favoured  physically  as  any 
member  who  ever  sat  in  the  Speaker's  Chair.  Of 
ungainly  figm'e,  and  with  a  lowering  countenance  which 
was  made  more  repellent  by  a  villainous  .squint,  he 
created  a  most  unfavom'able  impression  on  all  who  saw 
him.  The  feeling  of  repulsion  was  justified.  When 
he  had  been  five  years  in  the  Chair  whispers  went  about 
that  he  had  what  the  law  terms  an  "illicit  gratifica- 
tion "  from  the  City  of  London  in  respect  of  a  bill 
before  the  House  relative  to  the  orphans  committed 
to  the  care  of  that  body,  and  had  in  addition  taken 
a  similarly  unholy  j'^VU^ei't  from  the  East  India 
Company  for  his  good  offices  in  respect  of  some  legis- 
lation in  which  they  were  interested.  With  a  righteous 
desire  to  ascertain  the  truth,  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  a  Committee,  with  Mr.  Patrick  Foley  as  chair- 
main,  to  probe  the  matter  to  the  bottom.  In  the  result 
the  allegations  were  proved  up  to  the  hilt.  There  was 
actually  an  official  entry  of  Trevor's  shame  on  the  cor- 
jiorate  records:  "That  Jlr.  Chamberlain  do  pay  to  the 
Hon.  Sir  John  Trevor,  Knight,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  sum  of  1,000  guineas,  so  soon  as  a  bill 
be  passed  into  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  satisfying  the 
debts  of  the  orphans  and  other  creditors  of  the  said  City." 
An  endorsement  on  the  back  of  the  order  set  forth  that 
"the  within-mentioned  1,000  guineas  were  delivered  and 
paid  unto  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Trevor  this  22nd  June, 
1694,  in  the  presence  of  Sir  Eobert  Clayton  and  Sir 
James  Houblon,  which  at  22s.  exchange  comes  to  £1,100." 
The  bribe  from  the  East  India  Company  was  equally 
well  authenticated.  Thus  there  was  no  alternative  but 
for  the  House  to  proceed  to  vindicate  its  honour.  A 
resolution  to  the  following  effect  was  drafted:  "That 
Sir  John  Trevor,  Sjjeaker  of  this  House,  receiving  a 
gratuity  of  1,000  guineas  from  the  City  of  London,  after 
passing  of  the  Orphans  Bill,  is  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanour."'     Extraordinarv  though  it  may  seem 
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to  our  mndprn  way  of  luok- 
iiiLC  at  tliiiiiTs.  it  dcvolveil 
ii[](in  Sir  John  Ti\'\or  him^ell 
to  put  this  denunciation  of  his 
i;uihy  conduct  to  the  Hous=. 
Siianic  would  have  ovei- 
\\lu'hnod  a  h'ss  siensitive  man. 
but  Trevor  was  not  con- 
stituted that  way,  though  it 
was  with  blanched  cheek  and 
(jLiivering  lip  that  lie  put  the 
fatal  (piestion.  There  wa^  a 
roar  of  "Ayes."  ami  almost 
complete  silence  when  tlie 
'■Noes"  were  called.  Slijjping 
out  of  his  seat,  Trevor  made 
for  his  home,  there  to  hide 
his  face  from  the  public  gaze. 
When  the  next  day  came 
round,  and  the  House  awaiti'd 
with  eager  expectancy  his 
advent,  a  note  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Clerk.  It 
was  to  tlie  following  eti'ect  :  — 

"Gentle.men. — 

••  I  did  intend  to 
have  waiteil  on  you  this  niDin- 
ing ;  but,  after  1  was  up,  I 
was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  a 
violent  cholic.  I  hope  to  be 
in  a    condition    of   attendiiisj 


-  r,tcr  L  hi  ,,i  ll.r  .\nl<'Mtul  Portrait  GriUcr!/. 
GEORGE  MONK,    DTJKE  OF   ALBEMABLE, 
:  declaration  for  a  Free  Parliament  led  directly  to  the  Restcrat;< 


you  to-morrow  morning.     In  the  meantime,  I  desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  my  attendance. 
"  I  am.  with  all  duty,  gentlemen, 

•■  Your  most  obedient   humble  servant, 

"J.  Tkevou.  Spealcn:" 

Anxious  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  hasty  action,  the  House  adjourned  until  the  next 
day.  Then  another  letter  was  forthcoming  from  Trevor  intimating  that  his  illness  still 
prevented  his  attendance.  Upon  receipt  of  this,  the  House  decided  to  act  in  the  only  possible 
way  by  exjielling  Trevor  from  the  office  he  had  dishonoured,  and  electing  in  his  place  a  new 
Speaker.  The  King  put  no  ol.istacles  in  the  way  of  the  vindication  of  the  House's  good  name  ; 
but  he  showed  a  little  too  much  anxietv  to  secure  the  election  of  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  a 
worthy  country  gentleman,  to  suit  the  indejjendent  spirit  of  the  times.  When  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Household  rose  in  his  place  and  expressed  his  desire  to  "  nominate "  Sir  Thomas 
Littleton,  members  flared  up,  and  the  opinion  was  plainly  exjiressed  "  t  hat  it  was  contrary  to 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  House  of  choosing  their  own  speaker,  to  liave  any  person  who 
brought  a  message  from  the  King  to  nominate  one  to  them."  To  place  the  matter  beyond 
dispute,  j\Ir.  Paul  P'oley  was  put  up  in  opposition,  and  on  a  di\ision  the  Court  nominee  was 
rejected  by  179  votes  to  146.  Thereafter  ^Mr.  Foley  was  elected  to  the  Chair  unanimously, 
the  choice  of  the  House  being  subsecjuently  ratified  by  Lord  Keeper  Somers  on  behalf  of  the 
King.     The  Speaker  distinguished  himself  during  his  term  of  office  by  his  vigorous  intervention 
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in  the  debates  in  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  King,  particularly  those  relative  to  the 
army.  This  action,  so  opposed  to  all  modern  notions  of  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  appears  to 
have  commended  him  to  the  House  rather  than  not,  for  when  a  new  Parliament  was  .summoned 
in  1695  he  was  re-elected  without  challenge,  and  continued  to  serve  until  1698.  when  his  old 
rival.  Sir  Tliomas  Littleton,  was  ajipointed. 

Trevor,  meanwhile,  thougli  disgraced,  was  far  from  being  ruined.  He  actually  had  the 
effrontery  to  contemplate  re-entering  Parliament  at  the  general  election  of  1695,  and  was  only 
prevented  from  submitting  himself  to  the  electors  by  the  express  commands  of  the  King,  who 
gave  as  a  reason  for  the  prohibition  that  his  re-admission  might  lead  to  "inconvenience," 
through  the  revival  of  the  old  scandal.  William  III.  was  not  particularly  shocked  at  the 
corruption  of  the  ex-Speaker.  The  man's  crime  in  his  eyes  was  that  he  had  been  found  out. 
In  thus  regarding  the  incident,  he  only  reflected  the  popular  sentiment  of  that  lax  time,  which 
turned    tlie  whole    scandal    into    a   jest,  and,  in    allusion    to    Trevor's    physical    defect,  spoke  of 


J-Vyi/t  a  dtixicing  made  bejorc  inejire. 

VIEW  OP  THE  PARLIAMENTARY   BUILDINGS  AND   SPEAKERS   HOUSE. 
The  meanness  of  the  oU  buihUngs  compared  with  the  masnificence  of  the  present  Houses  of  Parliament  will  be  noted, 

.Tustice  being  blind,  while  Bribery  only  squinted.  That  the  feeling  of  indignation  could  not 
have  been  very  deej)  is  conclusively  proved  by  the  fact  that  Trevor  was  permitted  to  retain 
his  judicial  oflSce  of  Master  of  the  Kolls.  and  by  the  further  circumstance  that  he  was  one  of 
the  eight  Commoners  elected  to  the  first  Privy  Council.  It  has  been  left  to  posterity  to 
[ii-onounce  upon  him  the  sweeping  condemnation  of  being  the  most  disgraceful  figure  who  ever 
occu])ied  the  Speaker's  Chair. 

It  is  pleasant  to  turn  iVom  the  degrading  associations  of  this  late  seventeenth-century  period 
to  the  era  which  followed,  in  which  the  honoured  name  of  Onslow  conferred  lustre  on  tiie 
splendid  office  with  which  we  are  dealing.  first  to  be  noted,  though  second  of  the  famous 
line  of  Speakers,  is  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  who  was  voted  to  the  Chair  in  1708.  A  hot-tempered, 
somewhat  vain,  man,  known  to  his  intimates  as  '-Stiff  Dick,"  he  showed  himself  during  his 
Speakership  a  great  stickler  for  forms.  One  story,  illu>trative  of  this  side  of  his  character,  is 
told  bv  Sir  Arthur  Onslow,  his  eminent  relative  and  successor  in  office.  According  to  this 
authoritv.   "When  Sir  Kichard  Onslow  went   up  with  the  House    to    demand    judgment    against, 
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Dr.  Sacheverell,  as  the  ^Maoe  wa^i  guiiig  into  tlu'  Houst-  of  Lords  before  the  Speaker,  the  Black 
Eod  endeavoured  to  hinder  it  by  putting  his  black  rod  across  the  door  ;  on  which  the  Speaker 
said  :  '  If  he  did  not  immediately  take  away  the  black  rod,  he  would  return  to  the  House  of 
Commons."  The  Black  Eod  asked  him  to  stay  a  little  and  he  would  acquaint  the  Lords. 
The  door  was  shut  down,  and  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  stood  without.  After  a  little 
time  the  door  was  opened,  and  Mr.  Speaker  with  the  Mace  went  in.  As  Mr.  Speaker  was 
going  to  the  Bar,  the  Black  I\od  attempted  to  interpose  himself  between  the  Speaker  and  the 
.Mace,  upon  which  the  Speaker  said  aloud  :  '  My  Lords,  if  you  do  not  immediately  order  your 
Black  Eod  to  go  away,  I  will  immediately  return  to  the  House  of  Commons.'  Tin  n  Lord 
Chancellor  Cowper  directed  the  Black  Eod  to  go  from  thence.  Then  Mr.  Speaker  with  the  Mace 
went  up  to  the  Bar.  The  Black  Eod  was  then  ordered  to  bring  the  prisoner,  and  the  Black  Eod 
was  going  to  put  him  on  the  right  hand  of  j\lr.  Speaker,  who  upon  that  said  :  '  If  you  do  not 
order  the  Black  Eod  to  go  with  the  jirisoner  on  the  left  hand  of  me  at  some  distance.  I  will 
return  to  the  House  of  Commons.'  Upon  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  directed  the  Black  Eod  so 
to  do ;  and  then  Mr.  Speaker  demanded  the  judgment,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  accordingly 
pronounced  sentence  upon  the  pmsoner  kneeling  at  the  Bar."  "  Stiff  Dick's "  sense  of  his 
dignity,  though  perhaps  excessive,  was  not  without  its  value  in  securing  respect  for  the  Chair. 
^larkedly  dm-ing  his  pieriod  of  office  there  was  a  strengthening  of  the  position  of  the  Speaker 
in  the  House  and  a  growth  in  the  i^restige  of  the  ofHce  outside. 

But  it  was  during  the  long  term  of  office,  lasting  over  thirty-three  years  and  extending 
through  five  Parliaments,  of  his  distinguished  nephew,  previously  referred  to,  that  the  Speaker- 
ship attained  to  its  highest  point  of  eminence.  Sir  Arthur  Onslow  became  Speaker  in  1827, 
five  years  after  his  entrance  to  the  House  as  member  for  Guildford.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous 
understanding,  imbued  with  liberal  ideas,  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  piublic  duties.  In 
the  Chair  he  soon  acquired  a  rejaitation  for  firmness,  tempered  by  sound  judgment.  His  decisions 
were  rarely  challenged,  and  on  questions  even  outside  his  I'arliamentary  duties  his  views 
carried  great  weight.  Throughout  the 
thirty-three  years  he  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  popular  chamber  he 
exercised  almost  despotic  sway.  Yet  such 
was  the  respect  he  secured  by  his  im- 
partiality and  firmness  that  his  re-election 
on  each  of  the  five  occasions  he  was 
presented  for  the  Iviyal  approliatidu  was 
carried  with  entlnisiasin.  In  cdHiUKiri  with 
his  kinsmair.  Sir  Eichard  Onslow,  he  was 
extremely  punctilious.  The  respect  due 
to  the  Chair  was  exacted  with  unswerving 
firmness  on  all  occasions,  and  he  was 
quick  to  resent  any  disregard  of  its  decrees. 
••  Naming  a  member "  in  his  period  of 
office  was  a  punishment  which  carried  with 
it  a  subtle  terror  for  the  Parliamentary 
evil-doer.  Invariably  the  proces-i  served 
to  bring  the  delinquent  to  a  sense  of  his 
criminality.  A  familiar  story,  cm'rent 
in  Parliamentary  literature,  asserts  that 
<  )nsl()w.  once  asked  what  the  conseqirences 
I  if  disregarding  a  "naming"  would  be, 
replied:  "The  Lord  in  heaven  only 
knows  '"  ;  but  there  is  reason  to  think  that 
this    is    a    legend    pint    about  by  some  of 
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liis  critics  in  riiliculc  of  liis  overpowering 
disj)la\'s  (iT  (liLtiiiiv.  Ilnr.icc  Walpole  tells  a 
storv  in  a  icitrv  to  Sir  lluraci'  .Mann  in  1758 
which  shows  I  hat  at  least  llicre  was  a  strong 
disposition  to  extract  fun  from  I  hi'  littlr  weak- 
nesses of  the  Speaker.  A  debate'  wa-  proceed- 
ing in  Committee  in  reference  to  some  new 
taxes.  "Lord  (Strange  said:  "I  will  bring 
him  down  from  the  gallery,'  and  i)roposed 
that  the  Speaker  should  be  exempt  from 
the  ])lace  tax.  He  came  down  and  besought 
not  to  be  exempted.  Lord  Strange  persisted; 
so  did  the  Speaker.  Aftci-  the  deliate.  T>ord 
Strange,  going  out.  said:  ■  ^^■e^.  did  I  not 
sliow  my  dromedary  well?'  1  should  tell 
you  that  one  of  the  fashionable  sights  of 
tlie  winter  has  lieen  a  dromedaiy  and  camel, 
the  p)roprietor  of  which  has  entertained  the 
town  with  a  droll  variety  of  advertise- 
ments."" 

Sir  Arthur  Onslow  may  well  be  pardoned 
for  taking  an  exalted  view  of  his  position,  and 
of  what  was  due  to  it  from  himself  as  well  as  others,  for  he  thereby  fixed  a  standard  of  rectitude 
and  personal  sacrifice  which  has  ever  since  been  associated  with  the  occupancy  of  the  Chair. 
How.  apart  from  the  impertinent  triflers  of  the  House,  his  splendid  services  to  the  cause  of 
constitutional  government  were  regarded  is  eloquently  shown  by  the  honours  lavished  upon  him 
when,  in  1701,  failing  health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  jiost  he  had  so  long  filled.  The 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  presented  him  with  its  freedom  "  as  a  gi-ateful  and  lasting 
testimony  of  the  respectful  love  and  veneration'"  which  the  citizens  entertained  "of  the  un- 
wearied and  disinterested  laljonrs  he  bi'stowt-d.  and  the  impartial  and  judicious  conduct  he 
maintained  in  the  execution  of  his  innjortant  otfice."  ]\Iore  substantial  recognition  of  the 
Speaker"s  services  came  from  the  King,  who,  at  the  direct  request  of  the  Commons,  granted 
an  annuity  of  £3,000  for  the  lives  of  himself  and  his  son  George.  These  gi-ants  were  .subse- 
quently settled ,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  was  to  supply  a  precedent  for  a  permanent 
system  by  which  the  services  of  Speakers  on  relinquishing  office  were  rewarded  by  a  grateful 
country.  Su-  Arthm-  Onslow's  reimtation  as  an  interpreter  of  the  rules  of  the  House  survi\ed 
long  after  he  disappeared  from  St.  Stephen's  Chapel.  A  humorous  proof  of  this  is  sujiplied 
by  an  incident  w-hich  is  related  of  a  debate  a  good  many  years  after  his  resignation.  ]3urke 
was  inveighing  with  his  customary  ardour  against  a  motion  to  prevent  the  publication  of  tiie 
proceeding.!  of  the  House,  when  he  was  brought  up  by  a  son  of  Sir  Arthur  Onslow,  who 
challenged  his  views,  and  recalled  his  family  connection  with  three  Speakers  as  a  circumstance 
which  entitled  his  own  arguments  to  weight.  Burke  was  quite  equal  to  the  occasion.  "  I  have 
not,"  he  said  with  crushing  scorn,  "the  advantage  of  a  Parliamentary  genealogy.  I  was  not  born. 
like  the  honourable  gentleman,  with  •  Onlcr  "  running  tlirough  my  veins.  But  as  that  gentle- 
man boasts  of  his  father,  bis  son  will  ncxcr  boast  of  him.  The  Parliamentary  line  is  cut  off.'' 
The  spirit  of  sturdy  independence  which  Onslow  assiduously  cultivated  during  his  tenure 
of  office  was  worthily  .sustained  by  his  immediate  successors,  Sir  John  Cust  and  Sir  Fletcher 
Xorton ;  the  latter,  indeed,  if  anything,  improved  upon  the  Onslow  traditions.  He  was 
particularly  resolute  in  his  attitude'  towards  the  House  of  Lords.  Once  when  there  was  a 
disturbance  amongst  the  members  be  called  to  the  offenders  '•  with  all  the  softness  of  a  bassoon, 
'Pray,  gentlemen,  be  orderly;  you  are  almost  as  bad  as  the  other  House,'"  a  pointed  allu-sion 
to    a    riotous    scene  which    had    occurred    a    short    time    previouslv  in    connection  with  a  violent 
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(lis])nte  tlien  proceeding  between  the  twd  Jlmises  as  to  the  right  of  the  Commons  to  be  present 
in  the  Peers'  chamber  dnring  a  debate.  At  another  time — in  1772 — Bm-ke  having  comphrined 
with  much  indignation  of  a  detention  of  three  hours'  duration  at  the  door  of  the  House  of 
Lords  with  a  bill  sent  up  from  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  House  having  in  revenge 
promptly  rejected  a  bill  sent  <!own  1'rom  the  House  of  Lords,  \orton  tossed  tlie  measure  across 
the  table  on  to  the  floor,  and.  with  liis  tacit  sanction,  the  document  was  literally  kicked  out 
of  the  Legislati\e  Cliaml.ier  l)y  an  irate  body  of  memliers.  But  the  most  striking  example  of 
his  lofty  spirit  is  supplied  by  Horace  Walpole.  The  occasion  was  the  presentation  to  the 
King  in  April.  1777.  of  a  lull  providing  for  the  payment  of  his  3Lajesty"s  debts  and  augmenting 
the  Royal  revenue  by  .t,lUO,0(;0  a  year.  Li  lianding  in  the  measure  Xcaton  made  a  speech 
informing  the  King  that  bis  faithful  ConiUKins  "had,  in  a  time  of  public  distress,  full  of 
(lifficidty  and  danger,  and  labouring  under  burdens  almost  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  granted  him 
a  supply  and  great  additiiiial  revenue,  great  beyond  example,  great  beyond  his  Majesty's 
highest  expense  (he  really  usimI  the  word  •  wants.'  but  in  his  jirinted  speech  changed  it  to 
'expense'),  but  hoping  that  what  they  had  contributed  so  liberally  would  be  emplo^'ed  wisely." 
The  speech  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  King,  and  a  few  days  later,  probably  at  liis  instigation, 
reference  was  made  to  it  by  a  member  (Rigby),  who  took  the  Speaker  severely  to  task  for  his 
remarks.  Norton,  in  his  turn,  was  greatly  incensed  at  the  attack.  He  felt  that  his  dignity  was 
outraged  l.iy  a  censin-e  emanating  from  such  a  quarter,  and  wotdd  pi-obably  have  resigned  had 
not  Rigby.  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Lord  North,  apologised,  and  the  House  passed  a 
resolution  justifying  him  in  the  course  he  had  adopted. 

Though  Norton  was,  as  tliese  incidents  show,  a  strong  Speakc-r.   he  was  not  a  discreet  one. 
He  is  exhibited  in  a  conspicuously  unfavouiable  light   bv  \\'al[M)le  in  a  deliate  which  took  place 
in  Committee    on    ]\larch    13th,   1780.  on    a    question    bearing    upon  the   revenue  of  the  Crown. 
Invited  by  Charles   P^ox  to  give    his  ojiinion 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  inalienable   character 
of  the  King's  revenue  expounded  by  his   old 
antagonist  Rigby,    the    Speakei-,  who    was    in 
the  gallery  at  the  time,  came  down  and  ••  made 
a  warm  and  good  speech  against  the  increased 
influence  of  the  Crown."      Not   content  with 
this,  "  he  broke  out  into  the  most  extravagant 
and  profligate  rhapsody  that  perhaps  was  ever 
heard  in  that  place,  accusing  Lord   North  of 
duplicity,  and  expressing  himself  his  personal 
enemy  on  the  grounds  of  a  story  he  had  the 

impudence  and  absurdity  to  tell  with  as  little 

modesty  in  the  high  estimation  at  which  he 

rated  himself.     He  acquainted  the  House  that 

the    Duke    of   Grafton,    when    jMinister,    had 

offered  him  the  posts  of  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre 

and  the  Speakership),  with  a  promise   of  the 

Viest    place    in    the    law  that    should   become 

vacant,  without  which,  as  he  thought  himself 

at  the  head  of  his  profession,    he  would    not 

quit    his    business.     He    asserted    that    Lord 

North  had  been  pri\'y  to  this  bargain,  and  yet 

had  broken  it  by  offering   a  large  jiecmiiary 

brilie   to  Lord  Chief  Justice  de  Grey  to  quit 

that  post    in    favour    of  Wedderburn."     Lord 

North   denied  Norton's  version  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  in  the  end  ••  the  dialogue  degener- 
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ated  into  billingsgate."  On  a  suhseijiient  day,  stung  by  tlio  severe  criticisms  passed  upon  hini 
by  the  Press.  Norton  ottered  a  qualified  ajmlogy  to  the  House  for  his  indecent  behaviour.  It 
was  generally  felt,  however,  that  the  outbreak  was  unpardonable  in  a  Speaker,  and  wlii'u.  a 
few  months  Later,  Norton  came  up  for  re-election,  Mr.  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall  was  jiut  up 
in  opposition  to  him,  and,  on  a  division,  elected  by  203  votes  to  170.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was 
subsequently  elevated  to  the  peerage  as  Baron  Grantly. 

The  new  Speaker  was  not  a  man  of  particidar  note  as  a  politician,  and  his  tenure  of  the 
Chair  was  in  harmony  with  his  earlier  career.  His  chief  claim  to  distinction  is  that  he  figures 
in  the  lioUiad  in  these  lines : — 


TliPre  Cornwall  sits,  and.  oil  !  iinhuiipT  fate, 
JIuft  sit  for  ever  through  the  long  debate. 
I'ainful  pre-eminence  !     He  licars,  'tis  true, 
Fox,  Xortli,  and  F.nrkf — but  l,ear?  Sir  Jo^cjih  '  too. 

l-"ollowing  ^Ir.  Cornwall  came  two  S])eakers.  \\'illiain  Wyndham  (irenville  and  Henrv  Addington. 
both  of  whom  were  destined  after  quitting  office  to  attain  to  the  highest  jiosition  in  the 
Ministry  of  the  day.-  Grenville's  occupancy  of  the  Chair  was  for  a  very  brief  period,  and 
he  has  left  only  a  slight  mark  on  the  annals  of  the  Speakership.  Addington,  on  the  other 
hand,  served  during  twelve  busy,  eventful  years,  his  connection  only  being  severed  by  his 
elevation  to  the  Premiership.  He  made  a  most  capable  Speaker.  He  was  tactful  and  con- 
ciliatory, and  was  endowed  with  the  requisite  firmness  for  dealing  with  the  rather  combustible 
elements  that  went  to  make  up  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  centurv. 
The  weakest  and,  for  hi.s  own  reputation,  most  foolish  of  his  acts  was  to  accept  the  King's 
invitation  to  form  an  Administration  on  Pitt's  resignation  over  the  Catholic  question  in  1801. 
Nature  had  not  marked  him  out  for  a  statesman.  At  the  highest  he  was  but  a  respectable 
mediocrity  with  a  talent  for  public  liusiness  and  sound  judgment  of  men.  As  we  have  seen 
in   an   earlier  chapter,  his    failure  as  a    First  Minister  was   complete.       In  fact,  it    may  be  said 

of  him  that  while  he  was  one  of  the  best   of  Speakers, 
he  was  one  of  the  worst  of  Premiers. 

Emerging  into  the  nineteenth  century,  we  reach 
what  we  maj'  describe  as  the  line  of  modern  Speakers. 
First  of  this  distinguished  band  was  Sir  John  Free- 
man-Mitford,  who  presided  over  the  first  House  of 
Commons  which  assembled  after  the  Union  with 
In-lanil.  He  occujiied  the  Chair  only  a  year,  and 
though  the  year  was  one  of  great  political  excite- 
iiiiMit.  he  did  not  display  any  special  talent  in  the 
direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  House.  History  takes 
account  of  him  chiefly  because  he  was  the  first  to  be 
directly  ennobled  for  .services  as  .Spi'aker.  He  took 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  Lord  Redesdale. 
His  successor  as  Speaker  was  ]\Ir.  Charles  Abbot, 
afterwards  Lord  Colcliester.  who  was  elected  in  1802 
and  held  office  for  fifteen  years.  It  is  always  diffi- 
cult away  from  the  period  in  which  a  Speaker  lived 
to  decide  precisely  upon  the  position  he  is  entitled 
to  occupy,  as  his  reputation  is  built  up,  not  so  much 
jii,    |.ni  i;  '""'      upon  what  he  does  or  says,  as  ujion  what  he  does  not 

'  Sir  Joseph  llawbev,  a  well-known  bore  of  the  period. 

-  Four  Speakei-s  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  afterwards  occupied  the  position  of  Treraier — viz  ,  Robert  Harley, 
elected  Speaker  in  1700;  Spencer  Compton,  who,  as  Earl  of  Wilmington,  was  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  1742-3; 
William  Wyndham  Grenville,  afterwards  Lord  Grenville,  who  was  the  hetid  of  "the  Jlinistry  of  all  the  Talents" 
ill  1S06-7;    and   Henry  Addington,  afterwards  Lord  Sidmouth    who   was  Prime   Minister  from   1801  to  ISOl. 
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say  and  what  he  refrains  from  doing. 
In  other  words,  the  most  successful  occu- 
pants of  the  Chair  are  those  who  have 
to  obtrude  their  individuality  least  on 
the  House.  Speaker  Abbot,  estimated 
by  whatever  standard  may  be  set  up, 
IS  undeniably  entitled  to  a  position  in 
the  front  rank  of  those  who  have  presided 
over  the  House  of  Commons.  His  rule 
was  autocratic;  but  there  was  a  good 
thick  fold  of  velvet  over  the  iron  hand. 
If  at  times  members  were  made  to  feel 
that  his  decisions  were  arbitrary,  they 
also  had  to  admit  that  they  were  enforced 
with  all  courtesy.  In  the  popular  mind 
his  Speakership  will  ever  be  associated 
with  the  episode  connected  with  the 
passing  of  the  resolution  for  Lord  Mel- 
ville's impeachment.  Amongst  the  many 
historic  scenes  which  took  place  within 
the  walls  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  this  was 
perhaps  the  most  genuinely  dramatic. 
It  may  certainly  be  safely  asserted  that 
nothing  more  moving  ever  passed  there. 
A  few  sentences  of  explanation  are  necessary  to  liriiig  home  to  readers  the  full  interest  of  the  drama 
that  was  enacted  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  that  eventful  day  in  April,  1805.  Charges  of 
corruption  had  been  levelled  against  Henry  Dundas,  Lord  Mehille,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
in  connection  with  his  earlier  official  career  as  Treasurer  of  the  Xavy.  The  accusation  was 
(hat  he  had  withth'awn  large  sums  of  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  England,  placed  them  with 
a  private  bank,  and  reaped  a  rich  but  ignoble  har\est  in  the  accruing  interest.  Testimony  was 
forthcoming  of  a  damning  kind,  proving  beyond  question  that  tlie  public  funds  had  been  utilised 
in  the  way  described,  and  the  only  question  was  as  to  Lord  ^Melville's  personal  responsibility. 
Public  opinion,  ever  prone  to  think  the  worst,  went  strongly  against  him.  It  was  argued  that 
the  large  transactions  which  had  passed  could  not  possibly  have  been  put  through  without  the 
[Minister's  guilty  acquiescence.  In  this  position  of  affairs  the  matter  was  brought  forward  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  form  of  a  motion  for  Melville's  impeachment. 

Pitt  ably  and  energetically  defended  his  colleague  and  friend  from  the  aspersions  cast  upon 
him.  and  other  leading  members  eloquently  espoused  his  cause.  But  the  feeling  against  him  in 
the  House  was  very  strong.  On  a  division  being  taken  it  was  found  that  there  were  216  members 
for  the  impeachment  and  exactly  the  same  number  against.  Then  followed  that  remarkable 
incident  to  which  allusion  has  been  made.  Upon  the  Speaker's  casting  vote  depended  the 
issue.  How  would  he  give  it  ?  A  thrill  went  through  the  House  as  members  silently  awaited  the 
decision.  -  "i'et  it  was  long,"  says  one  who  was  present,^  "before  the  Speaker  gave  his  vote; 
agitation  overcame  him ;  his  face  gi-ew  white  as  a  sheet.  Terrible  as  was  the  distress  to  all 
who  awaited  the  decision  from  the  Chair,  terrible  as  was  the  Speaker's  distress,  this  moment 
of  suspense  lasted  ten  long  minutes.  There  the  Speaker  sat  in  silence ;  all  were  silent.  At 
length  his  voice  was  heard;  he  gave  his  vote,  and  he  condemned  Lord  ^lelville."  The  effect 
of  the  decision  on  Pitt  was  striking.  "At  the  sound  of  the  Speaker's  voice  the  Prime 
^linister  crushed  his  hat  over  his  brows  to  hide  the  tears  that  poured  over  his  cheeks.  He 
flushed  in  haste  out  of  the  House.  Some  of  his  opjionents,  I  am  ashamed  to  say.  thrust 
themselves    near    -to    >ee    how    Billy    looked.'     His    friends    gathered    in    defence    around    and 
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scieuiicil  liiiii  IVoiii  iiidc  glancfs."  The  Great  roiriinoiipr. 
ir  is  li('lii'\cil.  iic\cr  completely  recovered  from  the  blow. 
So  iuliinate  liad  lii'  been  with  .Mchille.  and  so  conscious 
was  he  of  his  rectilllde.  that  he  felt  the  refli-ctioli  U|ion  his 
honour  as  he  nnehl  if  it  had  l)een  upon  his  own.  \\'ithiii  a, 
few  months  of  t  he  occurrence  of  this  incident  Pitt  -was  carried 
to  his  last  resting-place  in  the  Alihey. 

In  consonance  with  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
.Melville  was  on  April  29th,  ISOO,  brought  to  tiial  before 
his  peers,  his  case  furnishing  the  last  instance  of  an  impeach- 
ment which  the  records  of  tlie  country  supply.  The  impugned 
.Alinister  made  a  gallant  defence,  averring  that  the  transactions 
with  wdiich  he  was  chai'ged  were  carried  through  without 
his  knowledge  or  consent.  After  a  patient  investigation  he 
was  ac(juitted  of  all  personal  corruption,  and  with  that  verdict, 
pronounced  by  the  great  majority  of  his  pein-s.  the  jiublic 
acijuiesced.  Even  Wilberforce,  who  took  a  leading  part  in 
bringing  about  the  trial,  was  satisfieii  with  the  result,  as  is 
clear  from  his  diary,  where  he  records  witli  evident  satis- 
faction haxiiig  by  cliance  met  ]\Ielville  and  shaken  him 
cordially  by  the  hand — an  experience,  he  says,  which  he 
would  not  have  jjarted  with  for  a  thousand  jiounds. 
Mr.  Abbot's  Speakership  continued  uninterruptedly  until  1817,  when  he  resigned  through 
failing  health  and  was  elevated  to  the  jieerage  with  the  title  of  Lord  Colchester.  His 
successor  was  >Sir  Charles  i\Ianners  Sutton,  who  sat  in  the  Chair  during  five  successive  Parlia- 
ments, his  entire  period  of  service  lasting  eighteen  years.  A  pleasant  picture  of  this  Speaker 
is  supiilied  by  ]\Ir.  (jrant  in  his  "Random  Recollections  of  the  House  of  Commons.''  ''A  man 
of  moie  conciliating,  bland,  and  gentlemanly  manners,"  sa,ys  this  writer,  "never  crossed  the 
threshold  of  St.  Stephen's.  .  .  .  He  never  suffered  his  political  prejudices,  strong  as  they 
were,  to  interfere  with  the  amenities  of  gentlemanly  intercourse.  The  perfect  gentleman  was 
\isil)le  in  everything  he  said  and  did  ;  nay,  it  was  visilile  in  his  very  person,  wdiether  you 
saw  him  walking  in  tlie  streets  or  filling  the  Chair  in  the  House  of  Commons.  There  was 
a  mildness  and  good  nature  in  his  features  which  could  not  fail  to  strike  the  stranger  the 
moment  he  saw  him.  and  which  was  certain  of  prepossessing  every  one  in  his  favour.  Witli 
these  softer  and  more  amiable  features  there  were  blended  a  dignity  and  energy  of  character 
which  in\aria.bly  secured  the  respect  of  memliers.  .  .  .  His  voice  was,  without  e.xception,  the 
mist  sonorous,  powerful,  and  melodious  I  e\er  heard;  its  compass  surprising  when  he  called 
out,  as  he  too  often  had  occasion  to  do,  'Order,  oi-der  !  '  The  sounds,  even  when  he  manifestly 
gaA-e  no  play  to  his  lungs,  but  spoke  with  as  little  effort  as  if  he  had  been  speaking  in  a 
whisper,  fell  on  j"our  ear — it  )nattered  not  in  wliat  part  of  the  House  you  were  at  the  time — 
with  a  loudness  and  depth  of  intonation  wliich  at  once  startled  and  delighted  you.  U  very 
great  noise  and  confusion  jn-evailed  in  the  House  at  the  time,  and  he  consequently  uttered 
the  words  'Order,  order!'  with  some  energy,  you  would  have  supposed  you  heard  the  voice  of 
a  Boanerges." 

Once,  and  once  only.  Sir  Charles  Suttoi^  availed  himself  of  the  privilege  of  speaking 
in  Committee.  The  subject  under  debate  was  a  question  affecting  the  privileges  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  member.  His  speech  lasted  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes.  '•  It  did  not,"  says  Mr.  Grant,  "  indicate  a  vigorous  or  comprehensive  mind,  but  it 
was,  in  the  delivery,  as  fine  a  specimen  of  elocution  as  one  could  wish  to  hear."  Though,  as 
Mv.  Grant  notes,  Sir  Charles  Manners  Sutton  was  widely  popular  and  had  a  reputation  for 
impartiality,  it  was  sometimes  thought  by  the  Liberals  that  he  did  not  exercise  his  powers 
with  absolute  fairness.      His  critics  averred  that   when  several    members  rose  to  reply  to  a  Tory 
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speech  of  ability,  lie  took  cure  to  fix  his  eye  on  the  k^ast  talented  of  the  members;  and 
conversely,  that  when  a  number  of  Tories  got  up  to  answer  a  Liberal  speech,  he  in\'ariably 
took  particular  jiains  to  ensure  that  the  ablest  of  the  group  should  address  the  House.  The 
feeling  of  discontent  culminated  in  a  vigorous  attack  upon  his  position  when  a  new  Pai'liament 
met  on  February  19th,  1835.  The  Whigs  then  put  up  in  opijosition  to  him  James  Abercromb}', 
a  respected  member  who  sat  for  Edinbuvgli.  On  a  division  this  gentleman  was  elected  by  316 
to  310  votes.  As  a  consequence  of  the  vote,  Sir  Charles  ^Manners  Sutton  retired  to  the  House 
of  Lords  with  the  title  of  Viscount  Canterbury  and  the  customary  pension.  The  \ietory  was 
dearly  gained,  for  Mr.  Abercromby  proved  but  an  indifferent  Speaker.  Though  personally  an 
estimable  man.  he  lacked  the  force  of  character  essential  to  an  effective  control  of  the  House. 
His  health,  moreover,  was  too  delicate  to  withstand  the  severe  physical  strain  which  the 
Speakership  imposes  upon  those  who  discharge  its  duties.  His  retirement  in  3Lay,  1839,  with 
the  title  of  Lord  Dunfermline,  was,  therefore,  hailed  with  something  like  satisfaction  even  bv 
those  who  had  placed  him  in  the  Chair. 

The  filling  of  the  vacancy  led  to  another  trial  of  party  strength.  On  behalf  of  the  Whigs 
Mr.  Charles  Shaw  Lefevre  was  proposed,  and  the  Tories  nominated  jNIr.  Henry  Goulburn.  The 
division  showed  that  the  opinion  of  the  House  was  very  much  what  it  had  been  at  the  previous 
contest.  For  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  317  votes  were  given,  as  against  299  cast  for  his  opponent. 
Events  entirely  justified  the  choice  made  by  the  House.  Li  a  career  which  extended  over 
eighteen  years,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  revealed  the  highest  qualities  as  a  Speaker.  His  knowledge 
of  Parliamentary  procedure  was  deep  and  thorough,  and  his  rulings  were  as  invariably  sound  and 
logical  as  they  were  impartial.  When  in  1841  Sir  Eobert  Peel  came  into  jjower  with  a  big 
Conservative  majority  at  his  back,  there  was  a  desire  amongst  some  of  the  more  extreme  of 
his  followers  to  elect  a  Speaker  of  their  own  political  complexion.  But  the  Tory  Premier  set 
his  face  determinedly  against  this  idea.  As  soon  as  ]Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  had  been  proposed  for 
re-election,  he  rose  and  seconded  the  motion 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  interest.  His 
contention  was  that  the  person  elected  to 
the  Chair  who  had  conscientiously  and  ably 
performed  his  duties  should  not,  on  a  change 
of  Government,  be  displaced  because  his 
political  opinions  were  antagonistic  to 
those  of  the  majority.  The  view  set  forth 
was  in  harmony  with  the  bulk  of  the 
precedents  fmiiished  since  1727,  when 
Arthur  (_)nslow  was  elected  to  the  Chair, 
and  the  House  ratified  it  by  a  unanimou- 
\ote.  Thei'eafter  ^Ir.  Shaw  Lefevre  re- 
mained in  undisturbed  possession  of  his 
office  until  1857,  when  he  retired  to  enjoy 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  with  the  title  of 
Viscount  Eversley,  the  well-earned  fruits 
of  a  laborious  career. 

His  successor  was  jNIr.  John  Evelyn 
Denison,  who,  elected  in  1857,  continued 
in  office  until  1872.  He  suffered  some- 
what by  comparison  with  his  brilliant 
])redecessor,  but  his  Speakership,  if  not 
particularly  distinguished,  witnessed  no 
diminution    in    either    the     efficiency    or 

dignity  of  the  office.       He    was,    however.  oharles  manners  sutton,  viscount  canteebuky, 

not    at   all  punctilious  in  his  managemei.t  speaker  from  isiv  to  isss. 
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of  the  House.  Palmerston,  in  one  of  his  nightly  reports  addressed  from  the  Treasury  Bencli 
to  the  hite  Queen  Victoria,  mentions  an  incident  which  clearly  brings  this  out.  It  hai)i)ene(l 
towards  the  end  of  the  session  of  1860,  when  everybody  was  anxious  to  get  away.  ".Members.'' 
he  wrote,  "are  leaving  town,  but  the  tiresome  ones,  who  have  no  occupation  of  their  own  and 
no  chance  of  seeing  their  names  in  the  newspapers  when  Parliament  is  up,  remain  to  obstruct 
and  delav  by  talking.  The  Speakei-,  who  has  not  been  quite  well,  grows  as  impatient  as  any 
oflficial  who  has  hired  a  grousing  moor  and  cannot  get  to  it ;  and  a  few  nights  ago,  when  a 
tiresome  orator  got  up  to  speak  just  as  an  end  to  the  debate  had  been  expected,  the  Si>eaker 
:;ried  'Oh!  oh!'  in  chorus  with  the  rest  of  the  House." 

yiv.  Denison  (thereafter  to  be  known  as  Viscount  Ossington)  retired  amid  general  good 
wishes  in  1872,  giving  place  to  ]\Ir.  Henry  Bouverie  Brand.  It  was  this  gentleman's  lot  to 
ofBeiate  during  one  of  the  most  stirring  and  stormy  jieriods  of  Parliamentary  history.  The 
organisation  of  the  Nationalist  Irish  party  under  the  leadershi[)  of  Mr.  Parnell  and  the 
simultaneous  development  of  the  system  of  persistent  obstruction  of  debates  as  a  weapon  of 
partisan  warfare,  gave  a  vigour  and  liveliness  to  the  jiroceedings  which  had  never  before  been 
surpassed,  and  only  equalled,  perhajis,  in  the  Cromwellian  period,  when  the  Indejiendent  and 
Presbyterian  factions  were  fighting  for  ascendency.  It  is  impossible  to  go  in  any  detail  into 
the  actions  of  the  Speaker  in  these  troubled  days  without  trenching  upon  matters  which  lie 
altogether  beyond  the  province  of  a  work  such  as  this ;  and  there  is  the  less  necessity  for  any 
such  review  as  the  facts  are  still  fresh  in  the  public  memory.  One  episode  only  calls  for 
particular  notice.  This  was  the  historic  debate  of  January,  1881,  on  the  motion  to  introduce 
the  Protection  of  Person  and  Property  in  Ireland  Bill.  Introduced  at  four  o'clock  on  Monday, 
•Tanuarv  olst,  the   motion    was   debated    continuously   by  the    Nationalist    members    throughout 

that  day  and  the  whole  of  the 
next,  and  Wednesday  morning 
still  found  the  House  engaged 
upon  the  que^tion.  Every- 
thing seemed  to  portend 
another  day's  debate  at  least, 
when  at  nine  o'clock  ]\Ir. 
Gladstone,  the  Premier,  entered 
the  House,  accompanied  by 
the  leaders  of  the  Ojiposition. 
Simultaneously  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  Chair,  and,  read- 
ing from  a  paper,  set  forth  the 
reasons  which  in  his  ojiinion 
lendered  it  necessary  to  jiut 
an  end  to  the  debate,  though 
no  jiower  under  the  rules 
existed  to  do  so.  A  crisis, 
he  said,  had  arisen  which 
demanded  the  prompt  inter- 
position of  the  Chair  and  the 
House.  "The  usual  rules 
\  ha\e    been    proved    powerless 

to  ensm-e  orderly  and  effective 

debate.  An  impjortant  measm-e 

recommended  in  her  ^Majesty's 

J     .    1  ^       „. ,       ,  „  ,  gracious      speech     nearlv     a 
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the  State  bv  a  decisive  inajoritv,  is 
being  arrested  by  the  action  of  an 
inconsiderable  minority,  the  members 
of  which  have  resorted  to  these  modes 
of  obstruction,  which  have  been  recog- 
nised by  the  House  as  a  Parliamentary 
offence.  The  dignity,  the  credit,  and 
the  authority  of  the  House  are  seriously 
threatened,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
they  should  be  vindicated.  ...  A  new 
and  exceptional  course  is  imperatively 
demanded,  and  I  am  satisfied  I  shall 
best  carry  out  tlie  will  of  the  House 
and  may  rely  on  its  support  if  I  decline 
to  call  upon  any  more  members  to 
speak,  and  at  once  proceed  to  put  the 
several  questions  to  the  House.  I 
feel  assured  that  the  House  will  be 
prepared  to  exercise  all  its  powers  in 
giving  effect  to  these  proceedings." 
Cheers,  answered  by  defiant  cries  from 
the  Nationalist  benches,  punctuated  the 
reading  of  the  document,  the  signifi- 
cance of  which  was  at  once  seen. 
Thereafter,  the  House  divided  on  the 
several  motions  before  it,  and  finally 
adjourned  after  an  unprecedented 
sitting  of  forty-one  and  a  half  hours. 
jMr.  Speaker  Brand's  action  on  this 
occasion  was  subsequently  hotly 
challenged  by  the  Nationalists,  but 
the  general  sense  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  heartily  aj^proved  of 
the  step  taken,  and,  in  view  of  the  issues  in\olved,  history  will  probably  acquiesce  in  the 
verdict  on  the  princii)le  tiiat  a  desperate  remedy  may  be  legitimately  employed  in  the  relief 
of  a  desjierate  disease.  Out  of  this  memorable  incident  originated  the  rules  for  the  closure  of 
debate  which  are  now  an  important  and  valued  part  of  the  system  of  Parliamentary  procedure. 
If  he  had  no  other  title  to  fame,  ]\Ir.  Speaker  Brand's  reputation  would  be  established  by 
his  firm  and  judicious  conduct  throughout  these  exciting  times.  But  his  claim  to  posthumous 
recognition  goes  far  beyond  that,  consisting,  as  it  does,  of  a  uniform  discharge  with  high 
distinction  of  the  responsible  duties  of  the  Chair. 

In  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Peel,  whose  elevation  to  the  Chair  followed  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Brand  and  his  removal  to  the  Upper  House  with  the  title  of  "\'iscount  Hampden  in  1884, 
a  successor  was  found  entirely  worthy  to  wear  the  dropped  mantle.  Bearing  the  name  of  one 
of  the  greatest  of  modern  British  statesmen,  richly  endowed  with  the  intellectual  and  physical 
qualities  which  are  most  esteemed  in  a  Speaker,  and  imbued  in  a  strong  degree  with  the 
traditions  of  Parliamentary  life,  he  lea2:)t  at  once  into  a  position  of  commanding  authority  and 
influence.  His  firm,  strong  hand  was  felt  immediately  in  the  direction  of  the  proceedings. 
Infractions  of  the  recognised  rules  met  with  stern  and  in.stant  punishment.  He  steadily  yet 
courteously  set  his  face  against  the  smallest  departure  from  the  etiquette  of  the  House,  which 
long  centuries  of  usage  had  sanctioned  and  sanctified.  In  time  even  the  most  irresponsible 
members  were  held  under  the  spell  of  his  striking  personality,  and  would  shrink  into  nothingness 
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at  the  .sound  of  liis  awe- 
inspiring  voice,  or  even  at  a 
glance  of  his  jjenetrating  eye. 
No  de.spotic  monarch  ever 
commanded  more  unquestion- 
ing allegiance  or  more  abso- 
lute obedience.  His  wonder- 
ful power  over  the  House  was 
perhaps  never  more  impres- 
sively revealed  than  in  the 
disordei-ly  scene  of  July  27th, 
1893,  when  his  mere  appear- 
ance in  the  Chair  served  to 
still  angry  jiassions  which 
had  only  a  few  minutes 
previously  ventetl  themselves 
with  almost  unexampled 
violence  and  disregard  of 
personal  dignity.  A  weak 
man  would  ha\e  aggravated 
the  situation  by  injudicious 
displays  of  temper  or  in- 
discriminate dealing  out  of 
ceusm'e.  ^Ir.  Peel  avoided 
these  pitfalls.  Calm  and 
dignified,  he  with  a  few 
words  allayed  the  raging 
storm  and  brought  tlie  House  to  a  sense  of  the  shame  which  the  earlier  incidents  reflected 
upon  it.  It  was  a  triunip)h  of  the  strong  mind — a  notable  testimony  to  the  influence  of 
character,  ^^■hen  the  circumstances  which  ga\'e  rise  to  the  ejiisode  are  forgotten,  31r.  Peel's 
action  will  be  treasured  amongst  the  most  splendid  of  the  traditions  which  cluster  about  the 
Chair.  It  would,  however,  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  gi-eat  reputation  which  this 
eminent  Speaker  secured  was  solely  due  to  his  masterly  nature.  The  pink  of  courtesy,  he 
always  in  his  relations  with  members  maintained  the  pleasantest  relations.  Xo  legitimate 
appeal  was  ever  made  to  him  in  vain  from  whatever  quarter  of  the  House  it  might  come. 
He  regarded  himself  as  in  a  real  and  personal  sense  the  head  of  the  legislative  family,  and 
whether  dispensing  princely  hosjiitality  in  the  Speaker's  House  or  discharging  the  more 
practical  duties  pertaining  to  his  office,  he  never  permitted  himself  to  make  in\idious  distinctions 
based  either  on  social  prejudice  or  partisan   predilections. 

His  address  to  the  House  upon  retirement  from  the  Chair  was  a  fit  termination  to  his 
illustrious  career.  The  scene,  not  only  in  the  House,  but  in  the  Lobby,  was  a  memorable  one. 
Passing  through  the  Lobby  for  the  last  time,  he  was  saluted  by  a  crowd  of  members  of  both 
Houses,  and  distinguished  visitors.  The  appearance  of  the  House,  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
betokened  an  event  of  unusual  importance,  and  when  Speaker  Peel  rose  from  his  seat  he  was 
received  with  thunderous  cheers  by  the  whole  House,  and  his  farewell  speech  was  punctuated 
by  loud  demonstrations  of  applause.  After  referring  to  the  cause  of  his  retirement  and  the 
consideration  he  had  recei\-ed  from  all  sides  of  the  House  during  his  tenure  of  ofiice,  he  said : 
"  If  at  any  time  I  have  given  offence  to  any  one  member,  or  more  members,  I  hope  an  Act 
of  Oblivion  may  be  passed.  If  I  have  ever  deviated  from  that  calm  which  should  ever 
characterise  the  utterances  of  the  occupants  of  the  Chair,  I  have  ne\er  been  consciously  actuated 
by  personal  or  political  feeling.  I  have  tried  to  consult  the  advantage  and  permanent  interes<s 
of  this  assembly.   ...  I  have  passed  through  many  sessions,   I  have  witnessed  many  changes" — 
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referring  to  tlie  institution  of  the  closure  of  debate.  ••Finally,"  continued.  i\Ir.  Peel,  "let  me 
say  a  few  parting  words  in  conclusion,  and  I  wish  to  speak,  not  with  the  brief  remnant  of 
authority  which  is  still  left  to  me  with  the  sands  of  my  official  life  rapidly  running  out — I 
would  rather  speak  as  a  member  of  thirty  years'  ex2:)erience  in  this  House,  who  speaks  to  hU 
brother  members  and  comrades,  if  I  may  dare  to  use  the  term.  I  would  faiu  hope  that,  by  the 
co-operation  of  all  its  members,  this  House  may  continue  to  be  a  pattern  and  a  model  to 
foreign  nations,  and  to  those  great  people  who  have  left  our  shores  and  iiave  carried  our  blood, 
our  race,  our  language,  our  institutions,  and  our  habits  of  thought  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth.  I  would  fain  indulge  in  the  belief  and  the  hope — and  as  I  speak  with  the  traditions  of 
this  House  and  its  glorious  memories  crowding  on  my  mind,  that  hope  and  that  belief  become 
stronger  and  more  emphasised — though  with  both  hojje  '  and  belief  I  would  couple  an  earnest 
but  a  humble  prayer  that  this  House  may  have  centuries  of  honour,  of  dignity,  of  usefulness 
before  it,  and  that  it  may  continue  to  hold,  not  a  prominent  only,  but  a  first  and  foremost 
l^osition  among  the  legislative  assemblies  of  the  world."  With  some  emotion  jNIr.  Peel  referred 
to  the  kindness  he  had  experienced  from  all  sections  of  the  House — "  a  kindness  the  expression 
of  which  adds  perhaps  to  the  poignancy  of  my  feelings  and  accentuates  my  regret  on  leaving 
the  Chair,  but  the  memory  of  which  will  after  a  short  time  mitigate,  I  am  sure,  to  me  the 
inevitable  i)ain  of  parting."  The  Peel  tenure  of  the  Cliair  will  have  a  place  in  history  with 
the  greatest  of  Parliamentary  memories. 

It  was  with  serious  misgiving  that  the  House  of  Comiiions    addressed    itself  to  the  task  of 
providing    a    successor    to    Mr.  Peel    when,  in    18D.5.    somewhat    serious    indisposition    prompted 


From  a  phofo  by  Muult  it  Fo. 

HENRY   BOUVEEIE  BRAND,   VISCOUNT    HAMPDEN, 
Speaker  ot  the  House  of  Commons  from  1872  to  1SS4. 


From  a  photo  by  J.  Russell  i-  Sons. 
THE    ItlGHT   HON.   VISCOUXT  PEEL,  PorR   TIMES  ELECTED 

SPEAKER  OP  THE   HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
He  is  the  youngest  son  of  the  celebrated  Prime  Minister,  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
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biiii  to  seek  his  well-earned  repose  in  the  House  of  Lords.  A  Speaker  is  always  difficult  to 
replace;  a  successful  one  can  never  be  adequately  replaced — immediately  at  least.  Those  who 
occupy  the  Chair  grow  into  the  position,  as  it  were.  As  they  are  necessarily  untried  in  tlie 
duties  of  the  office,  tliey  have  to  establish  their  influence  and  their  own  traditions  before  tlie 
House  can  be  induced  to  extend  to  them  that  unqualified  allegiance  which  is  indispensable  to 
the  smooth  working  of  the  Parliamentary  machine.  Such  was  the  ijerplexity  which  Mr.  Peel's 
retirement  caused  that  each  party  resohed  to  put  forward  a  nominee  for  the  office.  The 
Unionists    favoured    Sir    ^Matthew    White    Ridley,    a   highly   respected   and   widely   experienced 

member  of  their  party,  who  in  many 
responsible  positions  had  shown  him- 
self i^ossessed  of  those  special  personal 
qualities  which  are  most  desirable 
in  a  Speaker.  On  the  Liberal  side 
.Mr.  William  ("om't  Gully  was  adopted 
as  candidate.  This  gentleman  oc- 
cupied a  piisition  of  considerable 
eminence  at  the  Par,  but  he  had  up 
to  that  time  not  been  at  all  jn-o- 
minent  in  Parliament.  What  the 
House  knew  of  him,  however,  was 
all  to  his  advantage,  and  his  fine 
presence,  courtly  bearing,  and  un- 
tarnished i-eputation  convinced  the 
Liberals,  who  were  in  the  ascendency 
at  the  time,  that  in  voting  for  him 
they  were  making  a  suitable  choice. 
The  result  of  the  division  in  the 
circumstances  was  a  foregone  con- 
clusion. For  ^Ir.  Gully  285  members 
voted,  as  against  274  who  supported 
Sir  Matthew  White  Eidley's  candi- 
dature. The  contest  left  a  little 
soreness  in  the  minds  of  the  Unionist 
party,  who  had  regarded  Sir-  Matthew 
White  Eidley's  claims  as  incontest- 
ably  superior  to  those  of  his  oppo- 
nent ;  but  this  soon  wore  away  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Gully's  tactful 
and  impartial  discharge  of  his  duties. 
Hence  it  happened  that  when  the 
Unionists  came  back  to  power  shortly 
afterwards  they  confi^rmed  him  in  his  position,  and  he  was,  quite  as  a  matter  of  course,  again 
re-elected  by  the  new  House  of  Commons  which  assembled  after  the  general  election  of  1900. 
Many  years  of  useful  work  in  the  (hair  are,  it  may  be  hoped,  still  before  him.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  cjuite  out  of  place  in  a  work  of  this  description  to  attempt  anything  like  a  survey 
of  his  career.  We  may,  however,  with  confidence  anticipate  that  the  verdict  which  history 
will  write  upon  his  Speakership  will  be  neither  unflattering  to  him  in  a  personal  sensf  nor 
lacking  in  appreciation  of  the  virtues  which  repose  in  his  quiet,  undemonstrative,  yet  strong 
handling  of  the  House  dm-ins;  his  term  of  office. 


SPEAKERS  CORRmoR.    HOUSn   OF  CeMMON'S, 
^  comiminication  between  the  Speaker's  House  and  the  legislative  apartn 
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The  first  function  performed  by  a  newly  elected  House  of  Coiuinons  is  the  election  of  the 
Speaker,  who  is  chosen,  generally  unanimously,  as  president  of  the  assembly  and  mouthpiece 
of  the  House  as  a  whole.  The  ceremony  is  interesting  and  attractive  as  marking  the  first  act 
the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people  perform  in  Parliament  when  assembling  together  for 
the  first  time. 

The  House  on  these  occasions  presents  an  animated  appearance.  Fresh  from  the  House 
of  Lords  after  receiving  directions  from  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  proceed  to  elect  their 
Speaker,  members  crowd  the  benches,  and  the  galleries  are  also  full  of  visitors.  The  pro- 
ceedings are  opened  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  who,  as  the  chief  jiermanent  official,  rises 
from  his  seat  at  the  table  and  points  with  his  finger  to  a  gentleman  who,  it  has  been 
arranged,  is  to  projiose  a  fellow  member  for  Speaker.  The  motion  is  seconded  by  another 
member,  usually  belonging  to  the  opposite  political  jiai-ty  when  the  choice  of  Speaker  is 
unanimous,  and  both  proposer  and  seconder  are  generally  leading  but  unofficial  members  of 
their  respective  parties.  No  other  nomination  ha\ing  been  made,  the  Speaker-elect  rises  in 
his  place  and   expresses   his  sense  of  the  honour   jiroposed  to   be  conferred  upon   him,  and   his 

willingness  to  accept  the  office.  He  is  then 
conducted  along  the  floor  to  the  Speaker's  Chair, 
from  the  steps  of  which  he  tenders  his  thanks 
and  acknowledgments  to  the  House  and  seats 
himself  in  the  Chair  amid  loud  cheers.  The 
mace,  which  until  now  has  been  under  the  table, 
is  placed  upon  the  table  by  the  Sergeaut-at- 
Arms  in  full  view  of  the  House — a  position  it 
occupies  during  the  sitting  of  the  House  with 
the  Speaker  in  the  Chair.  Congratulations  to 
^Ir.  Speaker-elect  are  then  made  by  the  lead- 
ing members,  and  the  House  immediately 
adjourns.  In  the  event  of  more  than  one  can- 
didate being  proposed  for  the  office,  a  debate 
and  division  follow,  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
directing  the  proceedings,  and  ajipointing  the 
tellers  for  the  division.  Upon  only  two  occasions  ^ 
during  the  last  sixty-three  years  has  a  contest 
occurred.  The  next  day  the  Speaker-elect 
(without  his  official  robes  or  wig,  but  in  Court 
dress),  attended  by  the  Commons,  proceeds  to 
the  House  of  Lords  to  receive  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  the  appro\-al  of  his  jNLajesty  the  King, 
which  having  been  given  in  due  form,  the  First 


STITDTED. 


mace  upon  the  table. 


'  In  1839  Mr.  Charles  Shaw  Lefevre,  afterwards  Viscount  Eversley  (Liberal),  was  elected  Speaker  over  Mr.  Henry 
Goulburn  (Conservative)  by  317  against  2i)9  votes.  In  1895  Mr.  William  Court  Gully,  Q.C.  (Liberal),  was  elected  over 
Sir  Matthew  Wliite  Ridley  (Conservative)  by  2S5  against  274  votes. 
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Coniiiioiipr  claims  for  himself  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commons  all  tlieir  undoubted  rights 
and  privileges,  '•  especially  freedom  of  speech  in  debate,  freedom  from  arrest  of  their  persons 
and  sei-vants,  and  above  all  freedom  of  access  to  his  Majesty  whenever  occasion  shall  require 
it."  He  also  prays  that  if  any  error  may  be  committed  it  shall  be  imputed  to  him  alone, 
and  not  to  the  faithful  Commons.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  on  behalf  of  the  King,  confirms  all 
the  rights  and    privileges,  and   the    Speaker  and   Commons  return    to   their  own    House.      The 

former  then  takes  the  oath  as  follows  :  "  I, ,  do  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  to  his  INIajesty 

King  Edwai'd  YII.,  his  heirs  and  successors,  according  to  law.  So  help  me,  God."  The  business 
of  swearing  in  membei-s  proceeds  in  an  appointed  order,  the  Speaker  going  through  the 
ceremony  first.     It  is  optional  whether  members  take  the  oath  or  make  an  affirmation   to   the 

same  efiect.^ 

The  House  of  Com- 
mons may  now  be  said  to 
be  properly  constituted  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 
This  begins  each  session,  as 
already  described,  with  liis 
Majesty's  S2:)eech  from  the 
throne  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  delivered  by  the 
Sovereign  or  the  Eo\-al 
Commissioners  appointed 
under  the  Great  Seal,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Commons, 
who  have  been  summoned 
to  the  Bar  of  the  Upper 
House  by  the  Black  Eod. 
The  speech  relates  events 
of  public  importance  which 
have  happened  since  the  last 
prorogation,  the  Government 
legislative  progi-amme  for  the 
ensuing  session,  and  other 
matters  of  national  interest 
it  is  thought  desirable 
to  communicate  to  the 
nation. 

The  recognised  jjeriod 
occupied  by  an  ordinary 
session  of  Parliament  is  six  months  of  the  year— the  Houses  meeting  at  the  beginning  of 
February,  and  proroguing  by  the  middle  of  August,  with  short  intervals  of  adjournment  at 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide.  It  not  infrequently  happens,  however,  that  exceptional  jiressure  of 
public  affairs  or  financial  exigencies  render  it  necessary  for  the  Houses  to  sit  until  late  in 
the  summer,  or  hold  a  further  nreeting  before  Christmas.  The  decision  as  to  whether  an 
adjourned  sitting  is  necessary  rests  with  the  Government,  but  the  hours  of  meeting  and  the 
general  arrangements  for  conducting  business  in  the  House  of  Commons  are  regulated  by 
standing  orders  and  sessional  resolutions,  agreed  to  by  the  House  itself,  while  certain  unwritten 
customs  prevail,  the  breach  of  which  is  quickly  resented.  The  time  of  meeting  has  varied 
according  to  the  social  customs  of  the  jieriod.  Turning  to  the  journals  of  the  House,  we  find 
that  in    1604    members  assembled  at  6  a.m.,  and   a   few   years    later  at    7    a.m.      In    1641,  on 

'  Formerly  the  oath,  by  a  statute  of  the  7th  Elizabeth,  was  takea  before  the  Lord  Steward,  but  the  enactment  was 
repealed  in  1829,  and  the  present  procedure  substituted. 


INDUCTION   OF   THE    srEAKIilt-ELECT. 

The  proposer  and  seconder  conduct  the  Speaker-elect  along  the  floor  of  the  House  to  the  Speaker's 

Chair. 
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bWEABING   IN    Ml  MLI  I        VT.    IHE   HOL'-E  (  1    C(  MMCNs 
Members  takin;  tlic  oath  at  the  trible  at  the  oi>eniiig  of  a  new  Pailiament. 

Sunday,  August  Stli,  a  meeting  took  place  at  6  a.m.  to  enable  members  to  attend  St.  Margaret's 
Church  to  hear  prayers  and  sermon.  It  was  a  long  service,  apparently,  for  the  return  to  the 
House  was  not  made  until  nine  o'clock.  The  House  rose  at  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day.  Later 
on  the  custom  of  early  sittings  was  abandoned,  and  the  hour  of  assembly  was  fixed  for  twelve 
o'clock.  It  gradually  got  later  until  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  members 
met  as  late  as  fom-  o'clock,  and  the  sittings  were  conducted  without  any  stated  time  for 
adjournment.  This  arrangement  continued  imtil  recent  times,  when  a  revision  of  the  rules 
was  made,  by  virtue  of  which  the  House  met  on  JMondays,  Tuesdays,  Thiu'sdays,  and  Fridays 
at  three  o'clock,  and  sat  until  not  later  than  1  a.m.,  no  opyiosed  business  being  taken  after 
midnight.  On  Wednesdays  the  sitting  lasted  from  12  noon  until  6  p.m.  The  day  was  given 
up  to  the  discussion  of  private  members'  bills,  excepting  towards  the  close  of  the  session. 
when  the  Government  monopolised  the  whole  time  of  the  House  with  its  own  work.  In 
the  present  session  a  sweeping  change  in  the  whole  system  of  arranging  business  has  been 
made  after  prolonged  debates  in  the  House.  Under  the  new  rules,  on  JMonday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday  the  sittings  commence  at  2  p.m.  and  may  extend  to  1  a.m..  with 
an  adjournment  for  dinner  between  7.30  p.m.  and  9  p.m.,  and  Friday  becomes  the  off  day, 
the  hours  of  business  being  from  12  noon  to  6  p.m.,  as  on  Wednesday  under  the  old  system. 

The  business  of  the  session  commences  with  the  consideration  of  the  Eoyal  speech,  but 
before  the  discussion  is  actually  entered  upon,  in  order  to  assert  the  right  to  act  without 
refei-ence  to  any  authority  than  theu-  own,  the  Commons  (and  also  the  Lords)  invariably  at 
the  beginning  of  each  session  read  a  bill  a  first  time  'pro  forma.  In  the  Lords  this  custom 
is  regulated  by  standing  order,  in  the  Commons  by  usage.  The  practice  in  the  House  of 
Commons  takes  the  foi-m  of  the  Clerk  holding  in  his  hand  a  dummy  form  of  a  bill  and 
reading  out  the  title:  "Outlawries  Bill — for  the  more  efficient  preventing  clandestine  outlawries.". 
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The  bill  is  thus  read  a  first  time  aud  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  but  no  day  is  fixed 
for  further  proceeding  with  it.  In  the  session  of  1794  a  member  endeavoured  to  raise  a 
debate  upon  this  proceeding,  but  the  Speaker  ruled  him  out  of  order. 

The  origin  of  this  formality  may  probably  be  traced  to  the  reign  of  James  I.,  as  in  1C04' 
the  Houses  were  occupied  with  a  case  resjiecting  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons. 
The  incident  arose  out  of  the  election  of  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  as  knight  of  the  shire  for 
Bucks,  and  the  refusal  of  the  return  of  his  election  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown — :"  Quia  utlegatus 
(outlawed)."  Another  writ  was  issued  and  Sir  John  Fortescue  elected.  A  long  debate  took 
place,  and  it  was  decided  "  Sir  F.  Goodwin  was  duly  elected  and  (cle  jure)  ought  to  be 
received."  He  took  the  oath  and  his  seat  in  the  House.  The  House  of  Lords  took  the 
matter  up  and  requested  a  conference  with  the  Commons  ;  the  latter  objected,  stating  "that  they 
do  conceive  it  does  not  stand  in  honour  and  order  of  the  House  to  give  account  of  any  of  their 
proceedings  and  doings."  On  the  intervention  of  the  King  eventually  a  conference  took  place 
with  the  judges,  with  the  re.sult  that  it  was  decided  that  neither  member  was  allowed  to  have 
the  seat,  and  a  warrant  for  a  new  election  was  allowed  by  the  Commons,  they  having  admitted 
that  by  receiving  Goodwin  "  outlaws  may  be  makers  of  laws,  which  is  contrary  to  all  law,"  and 
an  Act  was  jirepared  "that  outlaws  henceforward  shall  stand  disabled  to  serve  in  Parliament." 

The  inference  from  this  seems  to  be  that  the  Commons,  resenting  the  interferences  of 
Lords  and  King  in  1604,  although  it  was  aj^parently  justified  in  the  particular  case,  from  that 
time  to  the  present  have  introduced  an  Outlawries  Bill  in  form  every  session,  but  in  doing  so 
have  taken  the  opportunity  of  acting  in  the  matter  independent  of  the  Royal  message  as  to  the 
cause  of  Parliament  being  summoned — a  sort  of  retaliation  for  having  in  former  days  been  com- 
pelled to  admit  itself  in  the  wrong  in  insisting  ujion  nn  outlaw  taking  liis  -[ilace  in  the  House. 


LOWER   SIIOKIKO-RUOM,   HOUSE   OF  COJIMOXS. 
A  popular  place  of  re&ort  for  memberg,  who  are  permitted  to  introduce  their  friends  without  restriction. 


Parry's  '•  rarliaments  and  Councils." 
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When  the  King's  speech  is  reached,  the  Speaker,  explaining  that  he  has  olitaincd  -fDr 
greater  accuracy "  a  copy  of  the  document,  reads  it  to  the  House,  and  meanwhile  it  is 
circulated  by  the  Vote  Office  to  members  of  the  Conimons  and  the  representatives  of  the 
Press.  Two  supjiorters  of  the  Government  now  respectively  projiose  and  second  an  address 
thanking  his  Majesty.  It  is  the  practice  for  these  gentlemen  to  appear  in  Court  dress  or 
uniform,  a  custom  for  which  no  absolute  reason  can  be  assigned,  though  it- has  been  conjectured 
bv  Parliamentary  authorities  that  this  is  the  last  remains  of  what  was  seen  in  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century  when  "the  floor  of  the  House  presented  a  gay  scene;  members  wore 
their  orders  and  stars  glittered  on  the  benches,  both  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Speaker." 
A  notable  exception  to   the  old   custom    took  place  a  few  years  back,  when  one  of  the  Labour 


tlio  votes  and  jiroceedi] 


VOTE   OFFICE, 
ud  Parlj-lmentaiy  papei-s  ar 
the  Speiiker. 


libers.     TliO  department  is  under  tht 


members  who  was    selected   to   second  the  address  appeared  in  ordinary  evening  dress  upon  the 
occasion. 

The  discussion  of  the  King's  speech  may  range  over  the  whole  field  of  politics — Govern- 
ment doings  and  misdoings  during  the  recess,  proposals  of  legislation  and  non-proposals,  and 
matters  of  general  interest — and  although  in  former  times  the  debate  was  usually  finished  in 
one  or  two  nights,  in  recent  sessions  a  week  has  been  considered  a  moderate  time  to  occupv ; 
occasionally  a  fortnight  or  even  longer  has  been  taken  up  by  the  various  questions  raised.^ 
An  important  paragraph  appears  in  the  Eoyal  message  and  is  addressed  to  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  only.  It  states  that  the  estimates  for  the  public  service  shall  be  presented 
to  them,  and.  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  general  debate  ujion  the  speech  the  House  resolves 
that  upon  a  certain  day  it  will  appoint  the    Committee  of   Supply  to  consider   the  demands  of 

'  In  the  year  1887  sixteen  sittings  were  occupied  by  the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  Queen's  speech. 
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the  Sovereign  for  means  to  maintain  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  other  liraiiclios  of  (lie  public 
service.  The  Committee  having  thus  been  set  up,  certain  allotted  days  are  thenceforward 
devoted  throughout  the  session  to  it.  As  a  corollary  to  Supjily,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  accompanies  its  partner  through  the  session,  devoting  its  attention  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  supplies  granted  shall  be  raised,  its  chief  function  being  the  consideration  of  the 
Budget  resolutions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
sets  forth  his  proposals  by  presenting  a  balance  sheet  for  the  year  of  the  finances  of  (he 
nation,  explaining  what  revision,  addition,  or  reduction  of  taxation  is  to  take  place. 

A  confusion  sometimes  arises  in  the  minds  of  newcomers  as  to  the  functions  and  practice 
of  these  two  Committees.  They  are  distinct  from  each  other,  each  comprising  the  whole  House 
without  a  Speaker.  The  president  is  a  member  (empowered  to  act  as  Deputy  Speaker  when 
necessary).  He  is  appointed  for  the  Parliament,  with  a  salary  of  £2,500  per  annum. ^  The 
proceedings  of  the  Committees  are  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  House  itself,  and  although 
the  Commons  may  amend  the  Committees'  proceedings,  which  eventually  form  a  bill,  the  House 
of  Lords  cannot  amend  or  alter,  but  only  pass  or  reject  it.  Supply  decides  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  granted  and  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  spent ;  AVays  and  Means  the  method 
of  raising  it. 

Prayers    are    read    daily  by  the    Spoakor's    chajJain    immediately   after   the    Speaker    enters 

the  House.  At  prayers  the 
doors  are  closed  and  no 
strangers  or  representatives 
of  the  Press  are  permitted  to 
be  present.  The  occupants 
of  the  Ladies'  Gallery  are 
not  disturbed,  for  this  ijor- 
tion  of  the  Chamber  having 
a  brass  "  grille  "  in  front  is 
technically  outside  the  i)re- 
cincts  of  the  House.  The 
Speaker,  standing  at  the 
table,  gives  the  responses, 
and  memliers  present  stand  at  their  places  in  front  of  their  seats.  Attendance  is  optional  at 
prayers  ;  but  by  attending  a  member  is  entitled  to  secure  a  particular  seat  until  the  rising  of 
the  House,  he  fixing  thereon  a  card,  j'rovided  for  the  jmriaose,  with  his  name  upon  it.  ^Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  who  occupy  the  front  bench  on  the  right  of  the  Sjjeaker,  and  ex-JMinisters  that 
on  his  left,  have  seats  permanently  allotted  to  them.  While  Committees  are  sitting,  members 
serving  upon  them,  and  in  attendance,  are  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  securing  a  seat  in  the 
House  before  prayers  by  applying  for  a  particular  kind  of  ticket  at  the  Vote  Office. 

The  system  of  securing  i)laces  has  been  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
seating  accommodation^  for  the  whole  House  at  one  time;  but  by  general  practice  a  seat  is 
usually  reserved  for  a  member  who  has  left  his  hat  upon  it,  and  by  courtesy  members  of  long 
standing  and  generally  recognised  position  are  usually  conceded  the  right  to  occupy  the  same 
places.  At  times  of  special  interest  so  great  is  the  anxiety  to  secure  a  seat  that  members 
will  arrive  before  daylight;  and  upon  the  introduction  of  the  Home  Eule  Bill  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
in  1892.  Mr.  Speaker  Peel  was  asked  to  fix  an  hour  before  which  no  seat  should  be  appropriated. 
He  decided  that  upon  this  particular  occasion  twelve  o'clock  noon  would  be  reasonalile,  and 
stated  that  "great  inconvenience,  almost  indecorum,  has  arisen  from  members  coming  into  this 
House  at  the  dawn  of  day,  and  even  before  it.  The  House  has  to  be  cleaned,  and  the  servants 
have  to  be  here  for  the  purpose,  so  that  if  members  arrive  at  an  inconveniently  early  hour  it 
will  interfere   with  that   proceeding."      At  the  apjiointed   time  a  crowd   of   members    assembled 

'  In  the  present  session  a  Deputy  Chairman  has  been  appointed,  without  salary. 

'  The  number  of  seats  for  tlie  use  of  members  in  the  House  at  the  present  time  is    440. 


!  .a  seat  by  placing  hi 
occupy. 
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at   the  ilcior  of   the  House,  thi'  wiuUe  of   the  seats  were  quickly  appropriated,  and  chairs  placed 
aloiii,'  the   floor. 

A  ciuoruiii  is  necessary  at  the  beginning  of  business,  and,  prayers  being  concluded,  the 
Speaker  inav.  if  he  thinks  tit.  count  the  House.  If  forty  members  are  present,  he  takes  the 
t'hair;  if  not,  waiting  until  four  o'clock,  he  counts  again,  and  the  requisite  number  still  not 
attending,  he  adjourns  the  House  till  next  day.  Why  forty  forms  the  quorum  out  of  a  House 
of  six  hundred  and  seventy  members  is  a  question  that  frequently  occurs  to  a  newcomer,  and 
e\en  the  experienced  member  may  not  be  aware  that  in  1640  the  Commons  decided  that  "it 
be  a  constant  rule  that  Mr.  Speaker  is  not  to  go  into  the  Chair  till  there  be  at  least  forty 
members  in  the  House."  It  has  been  conjectured  by  a  historian  of  that  period  that  as  forty 
was  the  number  of  English  counties  (excluding  Wales),  the  intention  of  the  House  was  that 
the  equivalent  number  of  members,  one  for  each  county,  should  be  present  for  the  transaction 
of  afi'airs.  Vrhatever  the  origin  of  the  rule,  it  is  strictly  observed.  Upon  notice  being  taken 
that  fortv  members  are  not  present,  the  Speaker  orders  strangers  to  withdraw,  and  electric 
bells  are  rung  throughout  the  building  for  two  minutes,  giving  notice  to  those  within  the 
precincts  of  the  fact  that  the  House  is  about  to  lie  counted,  and  if  a  quorum  is  not  forthcoming. 

the  House  at  once  adjourns. 

Many  and  ingenious 
devices  are  adopted  by 
members  interested  in  the 
burking  of  particular  business 
to  secure  an  adjournment  by 
the  simple  means  of  reducing 
the  attendance  below  the 
minimum.  There  is  a  well- 
authenticated  story  of  a  new- 
member  who  had  rushed  in 
breathless  at  the  summons 
of  the  electric  bells  for  a 
count  being  met  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  Lobby  by  an 
arch-plotter  with  a  bland 
invitation  to  pair,  and  of  his 
falling  innocently  into  the 
trap  and  going  contentedly  away,  while  his  absence  ju-st  served  to  make  the  "count"  successful. 
Petitioning  Parliament  for  the  redress  of  grievances  is,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Peel,  when 
Speaker,  "  an  ancient  and  most  valuable  right,  but  its  value  can  only  be  maintained  if  the 
petitions  presented  to  this  House  are  genuine,  authentic,  and  are  the  free  and  unfettered 
expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  people."  The  words  were  spoken  in  1887,  when  one  Keginald 
Bidmead,  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  by  the  Sergeant -at- Arms,  was  publicly  reprimanded 
for  forging  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  names  to  various  petitions,  an  offence  for  which,  he 
was  reminded,  men  had  in  quite  recent  times  been  committed  to  Jsewgate.  It  is  therefore  of 
some  importance  that  the  practice  and  general  rules  governing  these  expressions  of  the  wishes 
of  the  people  to  their  rejjresentatives  should  be  understood,  although  in  these  days  less  weight 
is  jjerhaps  attached  to  this  method  of  calling  attention  to  grievances.  Upon  receiving  the 
petition,  which  may  be  despatched  free  of  postage  within  certain  limits,  before  presenting 
it  to  the  House  the  member  must  see  that  it  is  written  in  the  English  language,  or  if 
accomjianied  by  a  translation,  he  must  certify  that  it  is  correct  (printed,  lithographed,  or 
typewritten  documents  are  not  accepted),  and  the  address  of  every  person  signing  the  petition 
must  also  be  there.  JNloreover,  the  language  used  must  be  resj)ectful  and  temperate,  free 
from  imputations  upon  the  character  of  Parliament,  the  administration  of  the  law  or  other 
constituted   authorities  ;   nor   is   reference    permitted   to   be   made  to  any  debate  in  Parliament, 


UUSINESS   INDICATOR,   SMOKISG   ROOM,   HOUSE   OF  COMMOSS. 
Designeil  to  show  members  the  position  of  business  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  a  giTen  moment. 
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although  if  the  petition  relates 
to  any  matter  or  subject  to  which 
the  member  presenting  it  may 
intend  calling  attention,  he  may 
propose  that  the  petition  he 
printed  and  circulated  with  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  House.  It  is 
the  practice  for  the  member  to 
sign  his  name  at  the  top  as  a 
means  of  identification,  and  lie 
may  present  it  openly  to  the 
House  after  j^rayers,  or  deposit 
it  less  publicly  in  the  proper 
quarter  by  placing  it  in  a  large 
bag  hanging  at  the  side  of  the 
table.  A  more  picturesque 
method  with  regard  to  petitions 
from  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London  is  adopted.  The 
Sheriffs  attending  in  their  State 
robes  are  permitted  to  come  to 
the  Bar  of  the  House,  and  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  with  the  mace, 
introduces  them.  The  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublin  are  entitled  to 
the  same  privilege,  their  Lord 
Mayor,  fully  accoutred  with  his 
emblems  of  ofBce  and  attended 
by  his  officers,  entering  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  House,  and,  being 
observed  by  the  Speaker,  is 
challenged  by  him.  '•  My  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin,  what  have  you 
there  ?  "  the  answer  being  a  re- 
cital of  the  substance  of  the 
petition.  The  time-honoured  custom  of  entertaining  a  number  of  members  to  dinner  at  the 
House  is  followed  by  both  the  Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  London  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin.  All  jjetitions  presented  to  the  House  are  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  appointed 
early  in  the  session  :  they  are  carefully  examined,  and  reports  are  periodically  published 
giving  a  general  summary  of  the  particulars  of  the  prayer  and  number  of  signatures,  the  actual 
petitions  being  stored  away  among  the  archives  of  Parliament. 

Question  time  affords  an  opportunity  for  the  stranger  visiting  the  House  of  witnessing 
one  of  the  most  interesting  periods  of  the  sitting,  and  sujaplies  a  means  of  identifying 
many  of  the  unofficial  members  and  most  of  the  ^Ministers.  ^Nlany  and  varied  are  the  topics 
touched  upon,  from  the  supposed  unfair  treatment  of  an  obscure  postal  official  in  the  West 
of  Ireland  to  the  latest  move  of  the  Government  in  their  foreign  policy.  The  answers  given, 
although  sometimes  p)urely  of  the  departmental  ordei-,  are  not  infrequently  amusing  and 
entertaining.  An  attempt  to  corner  a  Alinister  by  a  well-timed  sujjplementary  question  arising 
out  of  his  answer  is  invariably  received  by  his  opponents  with  acclamation ;  the  skilful  answer 
turning  the  tables  upon  the  inquirer  never  fails  to  be  ap^jreciated  by  both  sides  of  the  House. 
Notice  of  questions  for  a  future  day  are  written  out  and  handed  in  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Table 
and  are  subject   to   revision   under   the    direction   of  the    Speaker ;    they   then   appear   in    the 
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]irinttHl  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  in  due  course  take  their  place  upon  the  orders  of  the 
day.  They  may  be  answered  orally  or  by  means  of  the  answers  being  printed  and  circulated 
with  the  votes  the  following  morning.  The  questions  are  grouped  for  the  convenience  of 
Ministers;  those  to  the  Leader  of  the  House  are  by  arrangement  placed  at  the  bottom  of 
the  list,  a  system  which  was  adopted  when  Mr.  Gladstone  was  Prime  Minister,  in  order  to 
afford  him  the  opportunity  of  arriving  at  the  House  later  in  the  afternoons.  The  practice  is 
for  tlie  Speaker  to  call  ui^on  the  member  whose  name  appears  first  upon  the  list.  The 
gentleman  indicated  then  rises  in  his  place  and  says  :  "  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  thr 
Exchequer  question  No.  1,"  as  the  case  may  be,  and  so  on,  it  being  contrary  to  the  rule 
now  to  read  the  terms  of  the   questions,  although    until   recent   years  the    practice  of  reading 


GROUP   OF   VOTE   OFFICE   MESSENGERS. 
The  corps  emiiloyed  to  distribute  tbe  votes  and  proceedings  .and  Parliamentary  papers  amongst  the  membei-s. 

them  throughout  was  retained.  The  change  was  brought  about  in  consequence  of  a  section 
of  members  during  a  stormy  period  of  politics  making  full  use  of  this  opportunity  of 
prolonging  the  proceedings  by  asking  a  great  many  questions  of  extreme  length,  upon 
subjects  of  limited  interest,  and  reading  them  word  for  word.  The  INIinister  concerned  has 
had  notice  of  the  question  to  be  asked  sent  him,  and  when  the  time  arrives  to  reply,  he 
usually  reads  out  the  answer  which  has  been  written  out  by  the  officers  of  his  departments. 
In  matters  considered  urgent  a  private  notice  sent  the  same  day  may  suffice,  and  where 
the  general  convenience  of  the  House  is  concerned,  a  question  may  be  asked  and  answered 
without  previous  notice.  The  popiUarity  of  questions  may  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  while 
the  number  handed  in  varies  according  to  the  period  of  the  session,  it  is  not  an  uncommon 
experience  to  find  seventy  or  eighty  upon  the  order  paper  for  one  day.  Even  upwards  of  a 
hundred  of  such  questions  have  been  knomi  to  be  asked  and  answered  at  a  single  sitting. 

The  ambition  of   the  representatives  of  tlie  people  to  i>rove  their  usefulness  in  Parliament 


F.om  o.dm<ri,trih„  A.  IL  .Vrr „•(-. 
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is  strikinirlv  shown  by  the  miinlipr  of  inililic  hills  int  i-Dcluced  in  each  session'  by  unofficial 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  'Jlu'  (list inct ion  between  private  and  public  bills  is 
wide,  for  though  each  class  undergoes  equivalent  treatment  in  the  House  by  being  read  three 
times,  the  Committee  stage  is  of  an  entirely  different  nature.  In  the  introduction  of  a  private 
or  local  bill  the  House  must  first  be  approached  by  petition  (as  was  the  system  for  public 
i>ills  up  to  the  reign  of  Henry  YI.),  and  seeking,  as  the  measures  do,  powers  to  construct 
railways,  tramways,  and  facilities  for  gas  and  water  iindertakings,  or  similar  projects,  their 
passage  through  Parliament  is  conducted  mainly  b\'  agents  employed  by  the  j)i"omoters  of  the 
bills.  The  particulars  are  thoroughly  sifted  by  a  small  Committee,  and  counsel  are  engaged 
and  heard  both  for  and  against  the  details.  Though  the  House  may  reject  a  jirivate  bill  on 
second  or  third  reading,  this  course  is  rarely  followed. 

Public  bills  introduced  by  the  Government  of  tlie  day  form  the  main  features 
of  the  order  2]aper.  They  have  all  the  facilities  for  being  introduced  and  considered  the 
executive    can     command,    and    in    the    later    months    of   the    session    the    whole    time    of    the 

House  is  usually 
in  the  hands  of  the 
-Alinisters.  The  un- 
otticial  or  so-called 
private  member  is  in 
a  very  different  jiosi- 
tiou.  His  little 
measure  may  meet 
at  every  turn  with 
delays  and  misfor- 
tunes, and  may  drag 
its  weary  life  through 
the  whole  session 
without  getting  be- 
yond the  initial 
stage,  disappearing 
in  the  closing  days. 
At  the  outset  the 
elements  of  chance 
liave  to  be  en- 
countered, a  ballot 
deciding  priority  of 
hrst  reading  or  in- 
troduction. The 
ballot  is  really  for 
first  places  on  an 
early  Friday  of 
the  session,  for  the 
longer  the  second 
reading  is  delayed 
the  less  chance  a  bill 
will  stand  of  being 
discussed.  Therefore, 
excepting  for  the 
first  few  Fridays 
available,  a  consider- 
able   amount   of   in- 
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Three  hurnlred  public  bills  were  introduced  in  the  session  of  UlOI. 
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genuity  will  be  exercised  in  fixing  a  day  for  second  reading,  when  the  principle  of  the  bill  is 
discussed — this  stage  being  the  critical  one,  as  by  general  practice  the  first  reading  is  allowed 
without  objection,  although  in  some  cases  the  House  has  exercised  its  right  in  refusing  to  allow 
the  introduction  of  a  bill.^  The  measure  is  introduced  in  "  dummy  "  form,  simply  bearing  its 
title,  but  before  second  reading  it  is  by  order  of  the  House  i^rinted  and  circulated  among 
members,  who  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  their  constituents  and  others  interested  an 
authorised  number  of  copies,  which  are  despatched  from  the  Yote  Office  free  of  j)ostage, 
members  signing  their  names  upon  the  corner  of  the  wrappers  provided  for  the  purpose. 
This,  the  last  remains  of  the  old  "franking"  system  abolished  in  1840,  is  a  jjrivilege  keenly 
appreciated  by  members,  many  thousands  of  copies  of  the  various  measures  introduced  being 
annually  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom. 

The  second  reading  accomplished,  Committee,  and,  if  the  bill  is  amended,  report  stage  as 
well  as  third  reading  have  to  be  gone  through.  Here  another  dilemma  presents  itself,  for  the 
chance  of  a  measure  passing  this  ordeal  before  Whitsuntide  is .  remote,  unless  it  is  of  such 
a  nature  that  opposition  may  be  disarmed.  On  the  thii-d  and  fourth  Fridays  after  Whit 
Sunday  bills  are  arranged  upon  the  order  paper  so  as  to  give  priority  to  those  most  forward, 
and  the  session  being  so  far  advanced,  Government  business  occupies  the  whole  time  of  the 
House  for  the  i-emainder  of  the  session.  With  this  brief  sm-vey  of  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  a  private  member  in  getting  his  little  bill  through  the  Commons  alone,  afterwards  to  pass 
the  scrutiny  of  the  Upper  House,  it  may  he  readily  understood  that  not  five  per  cent  of  the 
non-Government  measures  introduced  have  an  opportunity  of  even  being  discussed. 

The    right    of   voting    supplies    of   money  for   the    public    service,  a  reference  to  which  has 

'  On  June  17th,  1S75,  Dr.  Kenealy  was  refused  leave  to  bring  iu  a  bill  in  favour  of  triennial  Parliaments. 
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already  been  made,  is  a  function  which  has  been  vested  in  the  Commons  for  centuries,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  ancient  rights  possessed  by  that  assend)ly.  A  considerable  amount  of  time 
is  occupied  by  supply,  and  of  recent  years  it  has  been  found  necessary,  with  the  curtailment 
of  the  hours  of  sitting,  to  frame  special  rules '  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  discussions 
within  reasonable  limits.  After  the  estimates  are  presented  and  printed,  Thursdays  are  allotted 
almost  exclusively  for  considering  them,  the  House  going  into  Committee  without  previous 
discussion  immediately  after  private  business  and  questions  are  finished.  Twenty  days,  subject 
to  three  additional  days  being  proposed  at  the  discretion  of  the  G^overnment,  all  before 
August  5th,  are  allowed  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Service  estimates,  including  votes  on 
account.  On  the  last  but  one  of  the  allotted  days,  at  10  p.m.,  the  Chairman  puts  forthwitli 
every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  outstanding  votes,  and  the  following  day,  also  at 
10  p.m.,  the  Speaker  adopts  a  similar  method  to  complete  the  report  stages.  Supplementary 
estimates  relating  to  a  previous  session  and  votes  of  credit  are  exemjjted  from  these  rules. 
A  standing  order  of  the  House  gives  facilities  for  raising  a  preliminary  discussion  on  first 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Service  estimates  respectively, 
or  a  vote  of  credit,  should  an  amendment  be  moved  relating  to  the  estimates  proposed  to  be 
taken.  This  is  popularly  known  as  "  moving  the  SjDeaker  out  of  the  Chair,"  and  in  the  case 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  affords  an  opportunity  for  a  general  survey  of  the  position  of  these 
important  parts  of  the  public  service.  In  Committee  considerable  latitude  is  allowed  in 
discussing  the  items  of  the  estimates,  and  a  reduction  or  omission  of  any  of  them  may  be 
proposed  to  accentuate  a  particular  grievance  brought  forward,  but  although  the  Committee, 
or  subsequently  the   House   on   report,  may  grant,  refuse,  or  reduce   an  item  in  the  estimates, 

an  increase  cannot  be  proposed. 

For  centuries  the  House  possessed 
no  power  of  terminating  a  debate, 
but  the  prolonged  sittings  of  1881 
on  the  introduction  of  a  Government 
l)ill  for  tlie  better  protection  of 
person  and  property  in  Ireland  led 
the  Speaker  (Mr.  Brand),  after  a 
debate  lasting  forty-two  hours,  to 
refuse  further  discussion,  and  it  be- 
came evident  that  some  rule  was 
necessary  to  govern  such  proceedings 
in  future.  The  power  now  possessed 
by  the  House  of  closing  a  debate 
has  been  substantially  in  its  present 
inrni  in  operation  since  1887,  al- 
though the  principle  of  a  closure 
was  agreed  to  in  1882,  a  special 
autumn  session  in  the  latter  year 
liaving  been  held  to  deal  with  the 
rules  of  procedure.  The  decision 
of  the  House  then  upon  the  question 
placed  the  responsibility  upon  the 
Speaker  of  initiating  the  closure  by 
interpreting  the  "evident  sense  of 
the  House."  But  the  standing  order 
now  in  force  allows  any  member  to 
rise  in  his  place  after  a  question 
has    been    proposed,    and    to    move 


Fioia  a  drawing  b>/  J.  tl'tUter  Jl'iisvn. 
PASSAGE  OF   MR.    GLADSTONE'S   SECOND   HOME   RULE   BILL    FROM   THE 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS  TO  THE  HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 
The  Cleik  of  the  Uouse  of  Commons  cjirriea  the  bill  to  tlie  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords 


'   Since  189G  a  sessional  resolution  has  been  agreed  to  early  each  session  dealing  with  the  business  of  supply. 


From  Ihe  painting  by  G .  F.  Watts,   R.A.,  iiy  his  s/.ecial  pemnss,o,i. 

THE   MARQUESS  OF  SALISBURY,   K.G. 

The  iMt  of  Queen  Vlotori»s  Prime  Ministers.    He  was  first  .ppointed  to  the  hiiibe.t  'JBce  i",V=  "S'?"  *"  ''*"•  ''°*  ""  """"  '"'""''J'"''"' 
re-!ifiiointed  in  1886,  1B36  and  1900.    He  resigned,  Bnally,  in  190i 
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nii;:  post  office,  iiousk  of  commons. 
The  I'llicc  in  tbL^  L.'bbj  ;it  which  the  bulk  of  the  postal  and  telegiajjh  business  of  members  is  transacted, 

"that  the  question  be  now  put."  his  projiosal  being  at  once  put  to  the  vote,  unless  it 
appears  to  the  Chair  that  to  do  so  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  rules  of  the  House  or  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  minority.  Provision  is  made  by  the  rule  for  following  up 
and  deciding  any  further  proceedings  dependent  upon  the  particular  question  carried  by  closure, 
even  though  the  hom-  of  adjournment  has  arrived,  but  in  order  to  carry  the  closure,  upon  a 
division  taking  place  not  less  than  one  hundred  members  must  have  voted  in  the  majority 
in  support  of  the  motion.  The  rule  may  be  put  in  force  when  either  the  Speaker,  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  jVIeans,  or  Deputy  Chairman  is  presiding. 

The  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  governing  the  general  transaction  of  business,  order  of 
debate,  conduct  of  members,  etc.,  have  been  settled,  some  by  standing  orders  agreed  to  at  an 
ancient  period,  some  by  tradition,  while  others  are  of  comparatively  recent  date,  and  have  been 
adojited  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  assembly  when  called  upon  at  times  of  unforeseen 
difficulties  which  the  existing  orders  were  unable  to  deal  with.  Framed  for  the  well-being 
and  general  convenience  of  the  whole  body  of  members,  certain  of  the  rules  are  in  practice 
■worked  with  an  elasticity  suitable  to  the  wishes  of  the  various  sections  of  the  House. 

A  member  is  in  duty  bound  to  attend  the  service  of  the  House  unless  leave  of  absence 
has  been  obtained  on  account  of  illness  or  other  sufficient  cause,  the  notice  of  motion  gi-anting 
him  leave  stating  the  reason  and  period  of  absence  required,  during  which  time  he  is  exempted 
from  serving  upon  any  Committee  to  which  he  may  have  been  appointed.  This  rule  is  not 
now  so  frequently  resorted  to  as  formerly,  the  system  of  pairing  taking  the  place  of  the 
time-honoured  custom  of  asking  leave.  By  pairing,  a  member  makes  an  arrangement  with 
another  of  the  opposite  party,  both  agreeing  to  absent  themselves  for  the  time  required,  and 
their  votes  in  divisions  for  party  purposes  are  thereby  neutralised.  For  the  conxenience  of 
members,  a  book  is  placed  near  the  entrance  to  the  House  showing  the  pairs  an-anged. 
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A  characteristic  specin 


THE  DEPUTY   SPEAKERS   OFFICE, 
n  of  the  private  apartriit-nts  allutted  to  iiigh  Parlit 


Members  entering  or  leaving  the  House  uncover,  and,  passing  to  their  seats,  bow  to  the 
Speaker  or  occupant  of  the  Chair,  and  it  is  a  breach  of  order  to  pass  between  the  Chair  and 
a  member  speaking  from  the  lower  benches,  or  between  the  Chair  and  the  mace  when  the 
latter  has  been  taken  off  the  table  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

In  a  debate  a  Minister  or  ex-Minister  rising  is  called  upon  to  speak ;  but  two  or  more 
unofficial  members  rising  together,  the  Speaker  calls  upon  the  member  who  is  first  observed 
bv  liiiii.  or  who,  in  jiopular  phraseology,  "catches  his  eye."  The  House  can,  however,  determine 
which  member  shall  first  be  heard  should  the  Speaker's  call  be  questioned.  By  courtesy,  a 
new  member  who  has  not  spoken  in  the  Parliament  is  generally  called  upon  in  preference 
to  others  rising  at  the  same  time.  A  member  should  address  himself  to  the  Chau-,  and  he 
may  not  read  his  speech,  though  notes  for  reference  are  permitted.  He  may  only  speak  once 
upon  the  same  question,  though  under  certain  conditions  he  may  offer  an  exjjlanation  to 
remove  any  misunderstanding  of  any  part  of  his  speech.  The  mover  of  a  substantive  motion 
is  allowed  to  reply  to  the  arguments  against  it ;  and  a  member  who  has  moved  an  order  of 
the  day,  such  as  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  etc.,  by  merely  raising  his  hat  without  rising, 
reserves  his  speech  for  a  later  jjeriod  of  the  debate.  It  is  contrary  to  order  to  use  the  name 
of  his  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of  influencmg  the  House  in  its  deliberations,  or  to  refer  to  a 
member  by  name,  the  practice  in  the  latter  case  being  to  use  the  words  "the  right  honourable 
gentleman,"  or  "the  honourable  member  for  ,"  stating  the  constituency  represented. 

Upon  the  termination  of  a  debate  the  Speaker — or  if  the  House  is  in  Committee,  the 
Chairman — rises  in  his  place  and,  putting  the  question  to  be  decided,  adds,  "As  many  as  are  of 
that  opinion  will  say  'Aye,'   the  contrary  'No,'"   and  declares   in    his   opinion    by  the  number 
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of  voices  whether  the  "  Ayes "  or  "  Noes "  have  it.  His  decision  being  challenged,  he  directs 
strangers  to  withdraw  and  the  House  proceeds  to  a  division.  A  two-minute  sand-glass  upon 
the  table  is  tinned  by  the  Clerk,  and  notice  is  given  by  electric  bells,  and  by  the  stentorian 
shouts  of  "Division"  by  the  police,  to  members  in  the  various  parts  of  the  building  that  a 
vote  is  about  to  be  taken.  After  the  lapse  of  the  two  minutes"  grace  allowed,  the  doors  of 
the  House  are  locked  and  the  Speaker  again  puts  the  question.  His  decision  still  being 
challenged,  he  directs  the  "Ayes"  to  go  to  the  right  lobby  and  the  "Noes"  to  the  left," and 
appoints  two  tellers  for  each  side.  The  tellers  are  members,  and,  in  the  case  of  party 
divisions,  are  usually  the  Whips.  One  of  these  functionaries  from  each  party  take  their  stand 
together  at  the  exit  doors  of  the  lobbies,  and  in  that  position  they  count  the  number  of 
members  passing  through.  Clerks  stationed  at  desks  record  their  names  for  subsequent 
publication  in  a  list  which  is  printed  and  circulated  with  the  votes  and  proceedings.  At  the 
conclusion  of  a  division  the  tellers  walk  up  to  the  table  and  report  the,  numbers,  the  Speaker 
announcing  the  result  to  the  House.  In  case  the  numbers  are  equal,  the  Speaker  has  to  give 
a  casting  vote,  the  practice  being  adopted  in  this  event  of  voting  in  such  a  manner  that  a 
further  opportunity  may  be  afforded  the  House  of  deciding  the  question,  and  the  reasons,  if 
given  -by  the  Speaker,  are  entered  in  the  journals.  All  members  present'  in  the  House  when  the 
question  is  put  from  the  Chair  are  required  to  vote,  but  any  member  having  a  direct  2iecuniary 
interest  in  a  question  which  is  about  to  be  decided  is  not  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  division, 
and  should  he  do  so  his  vote  is  lialile  to  be  disallowed.  A  provision  is  in  force  by  which  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman,  if  in  his  oi)inion  a  division  is  frivolously  or  vexatiously  claimed,  may 
take  the  vote  by  calling  upon  both  sides  successively  to  rise  in  their  places;  and  he  mav 
declare  the  determination  of  the  House  with- 
out a  division,  the  names  of  the  minority 
being  taken  down  by  the  Clerk  in  the  House 
and  printed  with  the  list  of  divisions. 

Tolerant   as   the    House    shows    itself   to 

any     of     its     memliers    who 

conmiit    a    breach    of   order, 

resent     disorderly     conduct 

disregard    of    the     authority 

In    an    assembly    of   divided 


unintentionally 
it  will  quickly 
and  deliberate 
of  the  Chair, 
opinion  Parlia- 
mentary politics  will  sometimes  drift  into 
personal  feeling,  accompanied  liy  scenes  of 
turbulence  and  excitement.  The  present 
House  of  Commons  has  means  at  its 
command  for  the  maintenance  of  order  in 
debate  and  for  checking  disorderly  con- 
duct. Irrelevance  or  tedious  repetition 
l^ersisted  in  may  lead  to  the  member  so 
offending  being  ordered  to  discontinue  his 
speech ;  gross  disorder,  to  his  being  ordered 
to  immediately  withdraw  from  the  House 
for  the  remainder  of  the  sitting;  and  the 
serious  offence  of  disregarding  the  authority 
of  the  Chair,  wilfully  and  persistently  ob- 
structing the  business  of  the  House,  will 
bring  upon  liini  the  danger  of  being 
"named"  by  the  Speaker  with  the  penalty 
of  being  suspended  from  the  service  of 
the  House.' 


many  clever  caricatures  produced  by  the  lamented  Qu 
Counsel  during  the  period  he  sat  in  the  House. 


A  revision  of  the  rules  o£  procedure  was  under  consideration  wiiile  tliis  cliapter  was  in  tlie  press. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


CALLED   TO   THE  BAR—FARLIAMEXTARY  PRIVILEGE. 


The  exercise  of  the  punitive  powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  supplies  one  of  tlie  most  interesting 
chapters  in  the  history  of  Parliament.  Though  essentially  a  deliberative  body,  the  popular  chamber 
has  reposed  in  it  in  certain  circumstances  a  judicial  authority  independent  of  the  Com-ts  of  Law, 
and  even  at  times  in  supersession  of  them.  The  House  can  order  an  offender  against  its  code 
to  dm-ance  vile  without  trial  other  than  that  which  it  decrees,  and  as  long  as  Parliament  is  in 
session  the  prisoner  cannot  secure  his  freedom  except  by  the  will  of  the  assembly.  Privilege 
is  the  bed-rock  of  this  far-reaching  power.  Contempt  of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  like 
the  ordinary  contempt  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  brings  into  play  forces  outside  and  beyond  the 
ordinary  machinery  of  the  law.  As  there  is  no  appeal  fi-om  the  decree  of  the  insulted  judge 
on  the  Bench  who  summarily  commits  to  prison  a  violator  of  the  decencies  of  his  coui-t,  so 
there    is    none    to    call    in    question    the   penal   measures  taken  by  the  House  of  Commons  for 

the    vindication    of    its    offended 
majesty. 

W hat  exactly  constitutes 
Parliamentary  privilege  it  would 
lie  difficult  to  say.  For  centuries 
controversy  has  raged  over  the 
question  without  a  definite  under- 
standing being  reached  as  to  the 
limits  to  which  the  strong  arm 
of  the  House  may  extend  in 
cases  where  it  considers  that 
ofifence  has  been  given.  As  we 
shall  show,  at  ditferent  periods 
a  singularly  wide  range  has  been 
given  to  this  legi.slative  version 
of  the  doctrine  of  Icse  majeste. 
The  House  has  elected  to  be  its 
own  interpreter  of  its  prerogatives, 
and  naturally  in  such  circum- 
stances they  have  varied  with 
the  changing  conditions  and 
sentiments  of  the  times.  Selden, 
tlie  great  Parliamentarian  of  the 
Civil  War  period,  once  said: 
•■  Parliament  men  are  as  gi-eat 
1  princes  as  any  in  the  world. 
Whatsoever  they  jjlease is  privilege 
'  t  Pai'liament ;  whatsoever  they 
dislike  is  breach  of  privilege." 
JOHN  sELDEx,  q.j^j^j.     gjjj-ewd    description    aptly 

■A  patriot,  who  took  such  a  prominent  piu;   ,u  ,.,v  .-....^^io  ,  -i       i     ,i  •,  ■  •       i    •        i 

precediDgtheCiviiwar.  described  the  position  m  Ins  day. 
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and  it  still  to  a  certain  extent  applies.  In  these  broad  outlines  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
House  are  understood ;  but  he  would  be  a  clever  constitutionalist  who  could  say  absolutely 
where  they  begin  and  where  they  end.  I>ess  of  doubt  surrounds  the  origin  of  Parliamentary 
privilege.  It  is  unquestionably,  as  history  clearly  shows,  a  creation  of  the  great  battle  for 
freedom  fought  in  the  earlier  centmies  of  Parliamentary  government.  The  right  of  liberty 
of  speech  persistently  demanded  and  finally  grudgingly  conceded  carried  with  it  the  power  to 
protect  the  House  collectively  from  the  violation  of  its  privacy,  and  the  member  individually  from 
the  consequences  of  words  uttered  in  the  chamber.  ]Saturally  flowing  from  such  power  was  the 
authority  to  punish  whatever  tended  to  restrict  the  free  discharge  by  members  of  their  duties, 
whether  it  were  in  the  nature  of  physical  compulsion,  or  in  the  indirect  form  of  written  libels. 

The  earliest  cases  of  breach  of  privilege  recorded  concern  almost  exclusively  the  position 
of  members  as  it  was  affected  by  judicial  processes.  From  the  very  infancy  almost  of 
Parliamentary  go\ernment  the  legislator  has  been  exempt  from  arrest  for  debt.  In  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.  we  find  the  Templars,  "  who  had  certain  tenants  in  the  Parliament  House  who 
were  behind  with  their  rents,"  humbly  petitioning  the  King  to  allow  them  "to  distrain  either 
their  bodies  or  their  goods  for  the  same,"  and  receiving  in  reply  an  emphatic  refusal  on  the 
ground  of  the  privileged  position  of  the  debtors.  Less  consideration  was  shown  to  a  member 
of  ancient  times,  Fearne  by  name,  who  was  committed  to  the  Marshalsea  for  the  vulgar  oSence 
of  picking  pockets,  and  was  allowed  to  languish  in  that  unsavom-y  retreat  without  the  House 
raising  a  finger  to  protect  him.  But  it  seems  to  have  been  recognised  from  the  very  outset, 
and  the  princijile  obtains  to  this  day,  that  privilege  did  not  protect  a  member  charged  with 
offences  against  the  criminal  law.  Sufficient  was  done  by  the  authorities  when,  on  the  convic- 
tion of  a  legislator  for  such  offences,  they  notified  the  Speaker  of  the  fact,  in  order  to  allow 
him     to    understand    that    the    detention    was    unavoidable.      Such    jirotection    as   was    given    in 
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the  first  instance  even  in  civil  cases  was 
cDnlerred  by  the  common  law.  and  not  by  the 
action  of  th(^  House  itself.  It  is,  in  fact,  not 
nntil  the  reit^n  of  Heuiv  \l\l.  that  we  are 
brought  into  contact  with  tlie  working  of  the 
Parliamentary  machinery  for  the  vindication 
of  privilege.  The  "leading  case"  in  this 
connection  is  that  of  Ferrers,  a  burgess  of 
the  King,  who  in  the  thirty-fouitli  year  of 
Henry  VIII.  was  arrested  for  delit  and 
cast  into  the  Counter  Prison  in  the  City 
of  London.  The  Sergeant-at-Arms.  who  was 
lironijitly  sent  by  the  House  to  demand 
his  release,  was  ill-treated,  and  his  mace 
broken.  Indignant  at  tlie  insult  offered 
their  authority,  the  Commons  committed  tlie 
Sheriffs  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Counter  to  the 
Little  Ease  at  the  Tower.  The  King  upheld 
them  in  this  step.  Addressing  the  Chancellor 
and  the  Speaker,  he  insisted  that  the  member 
should  have  his  privilege.  "  For,"'  said  he,  "  I 
1  OW  LK  understand  that  you,  not  only  for  yourselves, 
but  also  for  your  necessary  servants,  even  to 
your  cooks  and  housekeepers,  enjoy  the  privilege 
insomuch  as  my  Lord  Chancellor  hath  informed 
us  that  he  being  Speaker  of  the  Parliament, 
the  cook  of  the  Temple  was  arrested  in 
London,  and  as  he  served  the  Speaker  in 
office    during    the   Parliament,    was   taken   out 

A  Welsh  juilge  who  nanowly  escaped  being  sentenced  to  death  at  the      of    executioU     by    the    privilege     of    Parliament." 
Bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Civil  War  period.  Influence     SO    pOWCrful    COuld     not     fail     tO     bring 

the  civic  functionaries  to  reason.  After  a  brief  enjoyment  of  the  discomforts  of  "the  Little  Ease," 
they  made  their  submission.  But  the  jirecise  legal  position  of  a  gaoler  holding  a  member 
imprisoned  for  debt  was  still  left  in  doubt.  In  March,  1603,  Sir  Thomas  Shirley  having  been 
committed  to  the  Fleet,  and  a  complaint  having  been  made  to  the  House  of  the  l;xct,  a  debate 
was  held  as  to  the  best  means  to  adopt  to  secure  his  release.  It  was  at  first  decided  to  send 
six  members  with  the  Sergeant  and  his  mace  to  forcibly  remove  the  prisoner.  But  the  House 
thought  better  of  this  curious  scheme,  and  finally  agreed  to  try  the'  effect  of  "  the  Little 
Ease  "  upon  the  recalcitrant  gaoler.  Their  decision  was  a  wise  one,  for  one  night's  incarceration 
in  the  famous  dungeon  convinced  the  gaoler  that  he  had  better  submit.  He  caused  to  be 
intimated  to  the  House  that  he  was  prepared  to  deliver  the  prisoner  up  if  he  was  absolved 
from  the  legal  consequences.  This,  however,  did  not  satisfy  members.  They  demanded  un- 
conditional surrender.  In  the  sequel  they  carried  their  point,  and  I\Ir.  Gaoler  was  not  in  his 
turn  released  until  he  had  on  his  knees  at  the  Bar  made  humble  confession  of  his  fault  and 
agreed  to  piay  the  fees  incurred  by  his  action. 

From  the  speech  of  Henry  VIII.  quoted  aliove.  it  is  to  be  gathered  that  the  jirivilege 
of  a  member  was  held  to  e.xtend  to  his  servants.  This,  in  fact,  was  very  much  the  case. 
The  journals  are  strewn  with  records  of  complaints  of  interference  with  the  liberty  of 
individuals,  many  of  whom  were  in  the  most  nominal  sense  of  the  word  servants.  As  far 
back  as  1601  we  find  a  Mr.  William  Cooke,  a  member,  making  a  serious  claim  to  the 
intervention  of  the  House  because  his  tailor  had  been  seized  for  debt  and  cast  into  the  Fleet 
Prison.     Townsend,  in  bis  "Proceedings  of  Parliament.''  relates  the  upshot  of  the  affair:  "The 
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THE   SEEGBAUT-AT-ARMS   OF   THE   HOUSE   OF  COITMGXS   ILL-TEEATED    IN   THE   CITY. 
An  incident  arising  out  of  the  arrest  of  a  member  of  Parliament  by  the  City  authorities  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
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THE   COMMONS  COEUIDOK, 

I  the  Lobby  to  the  great  Central  Hall.    Strangers  in  the  gallerii 


uade  to  wait  here  du 


])erson  that  arrested  ;\Ir.  Cooke's  man  was  brought  in,  who.  after  a  sharp  speech  deHvered  bv 
Mv.  Speaker,  showing  that  he  had  committed  a  heinous  offence  to  arrest  any  member  of  the 
House  or  his  servant,  know-ing  that  both  their  persons,  their  servants'  goods,  and  everything 
they  had  were  privileged  during  this  great  Council.  '  Hoiv  durst  you  presume  to  do  it  f '  To 
which  the  poor  man  answered  upon  his  knees,  'That  he  knew  not  that  his  master  was  of  the 
House.  I  do  acknowledge  that  1  have  offended,  and  humbly  crave  pardon,  and  I  protest  upon 
ray  salvation  I  would  not  have  done  it  had  I  known  his  master  had  been  privileged.'"  After 
this  handsome  amend  the  House  could  onlj^  extend  a  gracious  pardon  to  the  offender,  though 
he  had  to  discharge  the  fees  before  he  was  given  his  liberty. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  which  attended  the  enforcement  of  tlie  principle  in  this  and 
like  cases,  members  of  both  Houses  strained  their  prerogati\-es  to  a  scandalous  extent. 
According  to  Clarendon,  jirotections  were  given  ad  libitum,  and  they  were  "commonly  sold  by 
their  servants  to  bankrupt  citizens,  and  to  such  who  were  able,  but  refused,  to  pay  their  just  debts." 
So  great  were  the  demands  irlade  under  the  system  that  the  citizens  of  London,  when  pressed  for 
a  loan  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  November,  1641,  urged  the  existence  of  the  custom  as 
a  reason  for  non-compliance  with  the  demand.  The  most  degrading  feature  of  the  practice  was 
that  members  sold  their  protections  for  hard  cash.  As  little  as  16s.  or  17s.  was  received  by 
one  member,  a  certain  Jlr.  Benson,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  for  extending  Parliamentary 
rights  to  fraudulent  debtors.  In  his  case  the  House  was  shamed  into  activity,  and  he  was, 
for  his  conduct,  declared  by  a  vote  of  the  House  to  be  "unworthy  and  unfit  to  be  a  member," 
and  expelled  accordingly.  A  somewhat  similar  incident  took  place  later,  when  Sir  John 
Pretiman,  who  sat  for  Leicester,  was  suspended  from  sitting  in  the  House  for  taking  under 
Lis  wing  "a  most  notorious  fellow,"  wliom  he  ftUsely  represented  to  be  a  menial  servant   in  liis 
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■pmiilov.  but  was  actually  only  a  conuuonplace  rogue,  who  sought  to  evade  his  liabilities. 
Alarvell.  in  his  letters  to  his  constituents,  describes  the  curious  sequel  to  the  decree  of  the 
House:  '-The  Sergeant  was  sent  into  the  Speaker's  chamber  with  his  mace  to  bring  him 
(Pretinian)  to  receive  the  sentence  upon  his  knees  at  the  Bar.  Hereupon  the  House  being 
disappointed  (for  in  the  meanwhile  he  was  escajDed  by  the  back  door)  ordered  that  door  to  be 
nailed  up  for  the  future,  have  revived  their  votes  of  1663  against  all  paper  protections,  against 
lirotections  to  any  but  menial  servants ;  and  to-day,  after  a  long  debate  for  expelling  him, 
the  House  have  for  some  good  reason  given  him  till  the  second  Tuesday  after  our  next 
meeting  to  appear."  Pretiman  managed  to  e\ade  the  penalty  passed  ujion  him.  But,  stirred 
to  energy  by  the  disclosures  in  his  case,  the  Speaker  in  1667  issued  a  mandate  to  call  in  all 
jiroteetions,  with  the  result  that  it  was  found  that  as  many  as  eight  hundred  persons  wei-e  in 
the  enjoyment  of  immunity  from  arrest  in  London  and  ^Middlesex  alone.  In  consequence  of  the 
ferment  caused  by  the  action  of  the  House,  a  startling  case  of  oppression,  nurtured  under 
the  system,  was  brought  to  light  through  the  medium  of  a  jjetition  presented  to  the  House 
by  a  Mrs.  Cottington.  This  lady  averred  that  Colonel  Waiiklyn,  a  member,  gave  protection  to 
her  husband,  who  was  an  indej^endeiit  gentleman  with  an  income  of  £2,000  a  \'ear,  to  screen 
him  from  the  consequences  of  an  action  that  was  p)ending  in  reference  to  the  validity  of  their 
marriage.  Even  the  morality  of  that  lax  age  was  shocked  at  tliis  infamous  perv^ersion  of  the 
rights  of  privilege.  When  Colonel  Wanklyn  had  been  called  upon  to  explain,  and  practically 
admitted  his  guilt,  Mr.  Hale,  a  county  member,  rose  and  said  with  a  terseness  which  showed  his 
horror  and  contempt :  "  This  man  is  not  fit  to  keep  us  company,  and  I  humbly  move  that  he 
may  be  turned  out  of  the  House."  The  pro[)osal  found  favour  with  the  members,  who 
unanimously  agreed  to  the  motion  for  expulsion.  There  was  a  discussion  as  to  whether  the  erring 
legislator  should  receive  his  sentence  on  his  knees  like  any  common  I'avliamentary  malefactor  ; 
liut  he  was  spared  this  humiliation.  Nevertheless,  he  was  so  sensible  of  the  degradation  of  his 
position,  that  when  he  had  been  told  the  de- 
i-ision  of  the  House  he  broke  down  completely, 
and.  weeping,  was  led  away  by  his  friends. 

Drastic  as  the  action  taken  in  these 
oases  was,  it  was  not  entirely  effectual.  For 
many  years  afterwards  the  abuses  of  tlie 
rights  of  privilege  continued  to  the  scandal 
■of  good  citizens,  who  found  themselves 
deprived  of  their  just  dues  through  the 
readiness  with  which  unscrupulous  members 
lent  their  authority.  It  was  not,  in  fact, 
until  the  eighteenth  century  was  entered 
upon  that  the  custom  of  extending  pro- 
tection to  members'  servants  was  finally 
abandoned.  Even  after  tliat  the  right  of 
privilege  was  occasionally  abused. 

There  was  a  very  gross  case  brought  to 
light  in  1807,  when  a  member  named  jNIills 
was  dischai'ged  from  custody  on  the  strength 
of  his  privilege,  although  he  had  notoriously 
purchased  his  seat  in  order  to  escape  pa}'- 
ment  of  his  debts,  which  amounted  to  a 
very  large  sum.  An  equally  flagrant  misuse 
of  the  Parliamentary  position  was  made  about 
the  same  time  in  the  case  of  a  JNIr.  Bourke, 
whose  friends  secured  his  return  for  a  pocket 
borough    in    order    to     free    him    from    the 


From  an  etching  hij  Shtfborn,  b,i  pcrmUsion  of  ilcssrs.  Miicrad:  Uogcrs. 

SAMUEL   PEPYS. 

The  famous  diarist,  who  made  a  memorable  apjiearance  at  the  Bar  of  tlie 

House  of  CommoDs. 
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King's  Bench,  wlipve  he  was  confined  for  debt.  This  individual  actually  never  sat  in  the 
House.  Immediately  the  prison  doors,  were  opened  to  him  by  the  j)otent  influence  of  privilege, 
he  took  his  departure  to  the  Continent,  from  whence  he  never  returned. 

Simultaneously  with  the  misuse  of  the  jiowers  of  Parliamentary  privilege  for  sordid  reasons, 
was  a  straining  of  the  prerogatives  on  grounds  more  or  less  fantastic  and  trivial.  A  member's 
servant's  cloak  was  retained  at  a  tavern.  Forthwith  a  solemn  complaint  was  made  to  the 
House,  on  grounds  of  privilege,  and  the  unfortunate  innkeeper  was  committed  to  prison. 
In  another  case  a  man  employed  by  a  member  was  confined  for  failing  to  contribute  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  illegitimate  child.  With  minute  care  the  House  investigated  the  matter, 
and  finally  rescued  the  peccant  parent  from  his  awkward  position.  Again,  a  tremendous  stir 
was  caused  in  Parliament  in  1698  over  the  felling  of  a  tree  situate  upon  the  estate  of  Sir 
Ealph  Dutton,  a  member,  by  a  neighbour,  ]\Ii\  Greville.  The  momentous  matter  was  in  due 
form  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  who,  after  an  exhaustive  investigation,  came  to  the 
conclusion  "That  ]\Ir.  Greville  was  not  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  in  aiding  and  abetting 
the  cutting  down  the  tree  called  Forden  Elm."  But  the  most  extraordinary  case  of  all  was 
one  which  formed  the  subject  of  debate  at  the  close  of  1661.  It  concerned  the  custody  of  a 
corpse,  of  all  things.  Sir  Reginald  Palgrave  relates  the  particulars  as  follows,  in  his  interesting 
little  work,  "The  House  of  Commons":    "A  member,  as  executor  to  a  will,  was  arranging  the 

funeral  of  his  dead  friend.     A  quarrel  arose,  and 
S        T     1  the    family   took   possession    of   the    corpse,   that 

they,  and  not  the  executor,  might  manage 
the  burial.  .'^o  he  put  his  pi-ivileges  in  force, 
and,  as  is  duly  recorded  in  the  journal  of 
December  12th,  1661,  the  House  of  Commons 
sent  their  Sergeant  and  his  messengers  '  to  make 
diligent  search  for  the  said  corpse,'  to  the  end 
that  the  said  member  of  Parliament  'might 
decently  inter  the  same.'" 

Another  singular  case  was  that  of  John 
Ayloflfe,  who  in  1638  was  called  to  account  for 
printing  "  The  Appeal "  and  "  The  Votes  of 
Parliament,"  and  "  for  having  laid,  in  a  libellous 
manner,  a  wooden  shoe  in  the  Speaker's  chair." 
How  heinous  this  individual's  offences  were 
considered  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
in  1640  he  is  found*  petitioning  the  King  for 
pardon  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  two 
years  in  exile.  Also  worth  recalling  is  an  incident 
related  by  Edward  Harley  in  a  letter  to  his 
father  dated  February  5th.  l(i'J7-8.  -^Mr.  Powil's 
second  son,"  says  the  writer,  "was  this  day 
re^arimanded  upon  his  knees  for  saying  some 
things  that  reflected  upon  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  which  he  could  not  make  out.  It  put 
some  in  mind  of  the  story  of  the  jester  that  was 
whijit  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  for  calling  the 
Lord  Nottingham  'fool.'" 

This  question  of  Parliament ai-y  privilege  had 

its    tragic    as    well    as    its    amusing   side.     There 

is,    for   instance,    the   case   of    David    Jenkins,    a 

Welsh    judge,    who    in    the    period   immediately 

Historical  JIanuscnptf,  Appendix,  .'Jth  Report,  p.  235. 


TITUS  GATES, 
and  jierjurer,  standing;  in  the  piilory  for  h 
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A  portrait  of  the  peij 


preceding  tlie  Civil  War  was  actually  con- 
demned to  death  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  contempt  of  the  High  Court 
of  Parliament.  Jenkins,  who  was  a  staunch 
adherent  of  the  Eoyalist  cause,  was  brought 
to  the  Bar  to  answer  for  his  judicial  conduct 
in  sentencing  to  death  jiersons  wlio  had 
taken  up  arms  against  the  King  in  Wales. 
In  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  tln' 
old  fellow  was  required  to  kneel.  His  reply 
to  the  summons  was  a  startling  one:  "Sinci- 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  this  House,  ha\f 
renounced  all  your  duty  and  allegiance  to 
your  sovereign  and  natm'al  liege  lord  tin- 
King,  and  are  become  a  den  of  thieves, 
should  I  bciw  myself  in  this  House  of 
Rimmon,  the  Lord  would  not  pardon  me  in 
this  thing."  The  House  was  in  an  uproar 
at  once,  and  a  motion  was  made  and  carried 
that  Jenkins  and  Sir  Francis  Butler,  who 
was  associated  with  him  at  the  Bar,  should 
be  condemned  to  death  for  high  treason. 
Before  steps  could  be  taken  to  give  effect 
to  the  motion,  Henry  Marten,  an  influential 
member  of  the  Parliamentary  party,  put  in 
a  plea  for  reconsideration  of  the  hasty  action. 
"Mr.  Speaker,"  said  he,  "every  one  must  believe  that  this  old  gentleman  here  is  fully 
possessed  in  his  head  that  he  is  pro  aris  et  focis  mori,  that  he  should  die  a  martyr  for  this 
cause,  for  otherwise  he  never  would  have  provoked  the  House  by  such  biting  expressions ; 
whereby  it  is  apparent  if  3'ou  execute  him,  you  do  what  he  hopes  for  and  desires,  and  whose 
execution  might  have  a  great  influence  upon  the  people,  since  not  condemned  by  a  jury. 
Wherefore  my  motion  is  that  this  Plouse  should  suspend  the  day  of  execution,  and  in  the 
meantime  force  him  to  live  in  spight  of  his  teeth."  This  sensible  appeal  had  its  effect. 
Jenkins  and  his  companion  were  committed  to  Newgate  on  the  understanding  that  the  sentence 
should  be  suspended.  After  a  period  of  confinement,  during  which  the  old  judge  occupied  himself 
in  making  elaborate  preparations  for  his  appearance  upon  the  scaffold,  they  were  set  at  liberty. 
The  degradation  of  kneeling  at  the  Bar,  from  which  the  soul  of  the  sturdy  Jenkins 
revolted,  was  for  centuries  an  inevitable  accompaniment  of  an  appearance  before  the  House 
in  the  character  of  culprit.  It  was  finally  abandoned  in  1750,  as  the  result  of  the  obstinate 
stand  made  by  a  Mr.  ISlurray,  who  had  inciuTed  the  displeasure  of  the  House  by  his  conduct 
in  an  election  for  the  City  of  Westminster  then  just  concluded.  jMr.  jNIm-ray  was  bracketed 
with  a  Mr.  Crowle  in  the  proceedings.  The  latter  gentleman,  who  was  accused  of  wilfully 
and  unjustly  protracting  the  scrutiny,  and  of  using  "  disrespectful  words  in  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  this  House,"  ate  his  humble  pie  without  demur.  Murray  was  of  sterner  metal. 
When,  after  protracted  proceedings,  he  was  adjudged  guilty  of  " dangerous  and  seditious  practices 
in  violation  and  contempt  of  the  authority  and  privileges  of  this  House  and  of  the  freedom 
of  elections,"  he  was  ordered  to  kneel  in  the  customary  way  to  receive  sentence,  he  flatly 
declined  to  comply.  ""i'oiir  obeisances,  sir,"  shouted  the  Speaker.  But  still  the  culprit 
declined,  and  he  continued  in  this  mood  in  sjDite  of  all  the  commands  made  to  him.  The 
House  was  horror-struck  at  this  flagrant  defiance.  As  soon  as  it  recovered  its  equanimity 
sufficiently  it  passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  Murray,  "having  in  a  most  insolent,  audacious 
manner,    at    the    Bar    of    this    House,    absolutely   refused    to    be    upon    his    knees    as    required 
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by  tlie    said    resolution,  is    guilty  of  a    high 

and  most  dangerous  contempt  of  the  autliority 

and  privileges  of  this  House."    Supplementing 

this    lofty    condemnation    were    a    series    of 

resolutions  decreeing  that  Slurray  should   be 

committed  a  close  prisoner  to  Newgate,  that 

while   there    he  should    not    be   allowed    the 

use    of    pen,    ink,    or    pai)er,    and    that    no 

person  should    be    permitted    to    have  access 

to    him   without    the   leave    of    the    House. 

Finally,    a    Committee    was    appointed    '•  to 

consider    and    report     to     the    House    what 

methods  may  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  the 

House    in    relation    to    the    said    contempt." 

Four   days  after  this  liolt  was  delivered — on 

February  8th,  1750 — it  was  reported   to  the 

House    by  the    keeper   of  Newgate   that  the 

prisoner  was  ill  and  desired  that  a  physician 

and    an    apothecary    might    be    allowed    to 

resort   to  him.     The  permission  was  granted, 

and    on    April    2nd    the   physician    appeared 

at    the   Bar    of  the    House    to    say    that    he 

apprehended    Sir.  ]\Iunay  to    have    the    gaol 

distemper    coming  upon    him.    and    that    he 

left  him    so   extremely    ill,  that   if  he   were 

not   immediately   removed    from    his    present 

l)lace    of    confinement,    there    would    be    no 

possibility  of  saving  him.     Even  this  alarming  report  did  not   secure  the  unfortunate  jirisoner's 

release.      The    House    merely    gave    orders    for    his    transfer    from    Newgate    to    the    custody 

of    the    Sergeant-at-Arms,    specifying    that    the    conditions    of    his    detention    should    continue 

as    heretofore.     Mr.    Murray   was    not    at    all    grateful    for    this    half-hearted    concession.      "Wiien 

the   Deputy  Sergeant-at-Arms  went   to   him   to  arrange   for  his   removal,  he    declined    to    leave, 

and  commented   strongly  on  the  action  of  his  friends,  who  had  apjjealed  to  the  House  without 

his  knowledge.     As   a    consequence  of  his  attitude  the  order  for  removal  was  revoked,   and  the 

prisoner  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Newgate  until  the  end   of  the    session,  when   the   power   of 

the    House   over   him  lapsed.     In  the  next   session   the    orders   with   reference   to   the    prisoner 

were  revived,  and  a  fresh  decree  for  his  committal  was  made.     But  when  the  Deputy  Sergeant 

went   to    make   the   arrest,  it  was  found   that   the    bird    bad    Hown.     The  implacable   Commons 

passed  a  resolution  for  an  address  to   the    King  to   issue  a  proclamation  for   the   apprehension 

of  Murray,  with   the   jiromise   of  a   reward   for   the    same.     This   final  ebullition  was,  however, 

a  mere  flash  in  the  pan.      ]\Iurray  went  scot  free,   and  never  afterwards  was  the  Parliamentary 

koiv  tow  enforced. 

Either  in  the  character  of  culprits  or  suppliants  many  well-known  historical  figures  have  been 
seen  at  the  Bar  of  the  House.  Pride  stood  there  for  a  space  to  answer  for  his  delinquencies 
in  the  Cromwellian  period;  and  on  ^Nlarch  5th,  1667-8,  Pejjys  made  a  memorable  appearance 
there  to  defend  himself  and  his  brother  officials  of  the  Navy  Office  froni  charges  brought  against 
them  in  connection  with  the  humiliating  raid  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  De  Euyter  up  the 
Medway  in  the  previous  year.  On  the  whole,  perhaps,  this  was  the  most  picturesque  incident 
in  the  life  of  the  diarist,  as  it  is  certainly  not  the  least  attractive  chapter  in  the  annals  of  the 
House  of  Commons'  discijilinary  proceedings.  In  his  diary  Pepys  gives  us,  as  might  be  expected, 
a  most  minute  account  of  the  whole  business.  Fust  we  have  a  picture  of  him  on  ]\Iarch  4th 
l)reparing  for  the  ordeal,   anxious  and    sleepless  and   sick   at    heart.     On  the  great    morning  we 


COLONEL  WARDLE, 

A  pvomicent  military  member  of  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
oentnry.  He  moved  tlie  resolution  condemn.atory  of  the  Duke  of  York 
in  the  celeliiated  deliate  of  February  1st,  ISOO. 
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find  liim  at  the  "Dog"  at  'SVestiniiistt'r,  fortifying  himself  with  a  half-pint  of  mulled  sack,  and 
thence  proceeding  to  Westminster  Hall,  where,  dropping  in  at  another  house  of  call,  he  quaffed 
"  a  dram  of  brandy."  This  preliminary  preparation  appears  to  have  been  beneficial,  for  Pepys 
tt'lls  us  that  with  the  warmth  of  the  drink  "1  did  find  nn^self  in  better  order  as  to  courage 
truly." 

Proceeding  to  the  Lobby,  Pepys  and  his  jiarty  awaited  the  summons  of  the  House.  It 
came  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock.  Marching  in  with  the  mace  before  them,  they  took 
their  stand  at  the  Bar,  facing  "a  mighty  full  House."  Looking  around,  the  diarist  noted  the 
air  of  eager  expectancy  that  prevailed.  He  also  with  misgiving  perceived  that  there  was  a  strong 
current  of  prejudice  against  him  and  his  brother  officials.  But  he  put  a  bold  face  on  things. 
Here  is  his  account  of  what  passed  :  "  After  the  Speaker  had  told  us  the  dissatisfaction  of  the 
House,  and  read  the  report  of  the  Committee,  I  began  our  defence  most  acceptably  and 
smoothly,  and  continued  at  it  without  any  hesitation  or  loose,  but  with  full  scope  and  all 
my  reason  fi'ee  about  me  as  if  it  had  been  at  my  own  table,  from  that  time  till  past  three 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  so  ended  without  any  interruption  from  the  Speaker ;  but  we  withdrew. 
And  then  all  my  fellow  officers  and  all  the  world  that  was  within  hearing  did  congratulate  me 
and  cry  up  my  speech  as  the  best  thing  they  ever  heard.  .  .  .  We  were  called  in  again 
by  and  by  to  answer  only  one  question,  touching  our  l>aying  tickets  to  ticket-mongers  ;  and 
so  out ;  and  we  were  in  hopes  to  have  had  a  vote  this  day  in  our  favour,  and  so  the  generality 
of  the  House  was.  But  my  speech  being  so  long  many  had  gone  out  to  dinner  and  come 
in  again  half  drunk  ;  and  then  there  was  two  or  three  that  are  professed  enemies  to  us  and 
e\ery  one  else.  ...  I  say  these  did  rise  up  and  speak  against  the  coming  to  a  vote  now.  .  .  . 
However,  it  is  jjlain  we  have  got  great  ground,  and  everybody  says  I  have  got  the  most  honour 
that  any  could  have  had  opportunity  of  getting;  and  so  with  our  hearts  all  overjoyed  at  this, 
we  all  to  dinner  at  Lord  Brouncker's." 

The  next  day  Pepys  tasted  to  the  full  tlie  sweets  of  liis  success:  '-Up  betimes  and  with 
Sir  D.  Grawden  to  Sir  W.  Coventry's  chamber,  where  the  first  words  he  said  to  me  were  :  '  Good 


MRS.   CLARKE   AT   THE   BAR  OF   THE    HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 
1  which  the  .artist  has  freely  treated  a  sensational  episode  which  occurred  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  1st,  1803. 
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imuiow.  ]Mi-.  Pepys,  that  must  be 
Speaker  of  the  Parliament  House/ 
and  did  protest  that  I  had  got 
honour  for  ever  in  Parliament." 
Later  the  same  day  Pepys,  walk- 
ing in  St.  James's  Park,  met  the 
King,  who  congratulated  him  on 
his  success.  Subsequently,  on 
looking  in  at  Westminster  Hall, 
he  met  "Mr.  G.  Montagu,  who 
came  to  me  and  kissed  me  and 
told  me  that  he  had  often  here- 
tofore kissed  my  hands,  but  now 
he  would  kiss  my  lips,  protesting 
that  I  was  another  Cicero,  and 
said  that  the  world  said  the 
same  of  me."  In  short,  Pepys 
awoke  that  March  morning  in 
1667  and  found  himself  fiimous. 
His  triumph  induced  him  to 
seriously  think  of  seeking 
Parliamentary  honours,  and  in 
1609  he  actually  presented  him- 
self as  a  candidate  for  the  re- 
]iresentatiou  of  Aid  borough,  in 
Sufi'olk,  but  without  success.  His 
entrance  into  Parliament  was 
delayed  until  1673,  when  he  was 
elected  for  Castle  Rising,  in 
Norfolk.  By  that  time  the  fame 
of  his  oratorical  achievement  had 
evaporated,  and  he  was  able  to  accomplisli  little  beyond  fiu-nishing  a  subject  for  the  religious 
bigotry  of  the  time,  his  house  being  searched  on  suspicion  that  he  had  a  crucifix  and  other 
Popish  emblems  concealed  there. 

In  the  same  year  that  Pepys  made  his  interesting  debut  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
astounding  imj)ostor,  Titus  Gates,  faced  the  Commons  with  a  brazen-faced  impudence  thoroughly 
characteristic  of  the  man.  The  prince  of  perjurers  was  summoned  before  the  House  ont)ctober  21st, 
1678,  to  make  good  his  charges  against  "the  Popish  recusants."  His  levity  under  examination  was 
such  that  the  Speaker  several  times  rebuked  him,  and  he  was  only  silenced  by  a  stern  intimation 
that  he  came  there  not  to  expostulate,  but  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  House.  Unfortunately  his 
words  were  accorded  a  greater  weight  than  from  this  episode  might  have  been  anticipated. 
Directly  arising  out  of  his  examination  was  the  well-known  resolution  of  October  31st.  1678, 
affirming  "  that  there  is  and  hath  been  a  damnable  and  hellish  plot  contrived  and  carried  on 
by  Popish  recusants  for  assassinating  and  murdering  the  King,  for  subverting  the  Government, 
and  rooting  out  and  destroying  the  Protestant  religion."  Gates,  emboldened  by  the  success 
of  his  perjury,  afterwards  put  in  a  bill  for  £678  12s.  6d.  for  expenses  incurred  "in  bringing 
the  truth  to  light."  Such  was  his  influence  at  the  time,  that  the  charges  were  paid  without  a 
murmm'.  despite  the  fact  that  he  was  already  in  receipt  of  a  weekly  salary.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  follow  his  infamous  career  furtlier.  for  Parliament  was  not  again  concerned  with  his  affairs 
— at  least  directly. 

As  is  to  be  gathered  from  this  incident,  the  "call  to  the  Bar"  was  made  for  piu-poses  of 
inquiry  as  well  as  for  discip)linai-y  reasons.      Nowadays  the  functions  exercised  in    Gates's  case 
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The  mistress  of  the   Duke  of  Vork,  who  w.is  summoned  to  the  Bar  of  tlie  House  of 
Commons  in  1S09  in  connection  with  the  conupt  sale  of  connnissions  in  the  army. 
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are  delegated  to  Committees,  who  make 
a  report  to  the  House,  but  before  the 
practice  fell  into  desuetude,  the  House' 
concerned  itself  directly  with  the  in- 
vestigation of  not  a  few  matters  which 
in  their  day  occupied  a  large  space  in 
the  jiublic  mind.  In  this  connection 
special  reference  may  be  made  to  the 
well-known  case  of  ]Mrs.  Clarke,  the 
mistress  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who 
was  required  to  give  evidence  at  the 
Bar  of  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
charges  brought  against  the  Duke  in 
connection  with  the  corrupt  sale  of 
commissions  in  the  army,  the  disclosures 
regarding  which  had  half-scandalised, 
half-amused,  the  country  in  the  early 
nineteenth-century  period  in  which  the 
transactions  occurred.  j\Irs.  Clarke  had 
shown  by  the  audacity  of  her  dealings 
that  she  was  a  woman  not  easily  to 
be  intimidated,  and  her  conduct  in 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel  was  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  reputation  she  had 
made  for  herself.  Summoned  before 
the  House,  she  appeared  at  the  Bar 
on  February  1st,  1809,  calm  and  self- 
possessed,  and  armed  at  all  points  for 
the  ordeal  she  was  to  undergo.  Her  The  Minister  «iio  i,i.,vea 
gi-eat  charms  were  set  off  by  an  exquisite  '^'""'"^  "'  rersorai  coimption. 

toilette.  A  lovely  Thais,  as  one  writer  puts  it,  she  dazzled  the  gravest.  The  examination 
which  was  calculated  to  lead  to  lier  discomfiture  resulted  in  a  piersonal  triumj)h.  By  her  ready 
wit  she  turned  the  tables  on  her  accusers,  answering  all  questions  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause 
annoyance.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  had  aroused  her  ire  by  withdrawing  his  protection  in 
consequence  of  the  exposures,  suffered  especially  at  her  hands.  Whatever  could  be  stated 
to  his  detriment  was  readily  detailed.  She  showed  a  malicious  joy  in  making  things  uncom- 
fortable all  round.  Wilberforce  in  his  diary  gives  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  episode  as  it- 
presented  itself  to  his  somewhat  austere  mind.  "  This  melancholy  business,"  he  writes,  "  will 
do  irreparable  mischief  to  public  morals  by  accustoming  the  public  to  hear  without  emotion 
shameless  violations  of  decency.  The  House  examined  Mrs.  •  Clarke  for  two  hours,  cross-examin- 
ing her  in  the  Old  Bailey  way.  She,  elegantly  dressed,  consummately  impudent,  and  very 
clever,  got  clearly  the  better  of  the  tussle."  At  the  close  of  the  long  examination  a  motion 
was  proposed  by  Colonel  Wardle  declaring  that  the  Duke  of  Y'ork  had  been  guilty  of  corrupt, 
practices  and  connivance  of  such  practices,  and  praying  that  he  be  dismissed  from  the  command 
of  the  army.  This  drastic  resolution  found  some  favour,  but  the  House  as  a  whole  was  not 
disposed  to  accept  so  extreme  a  view  of  the  transactions.  It  finally  agreed  to  an  amendment 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Perceval  absolving  the  Duke  from  personal  corruption  and  from 
criminal  connivance  in  the  malpractices  brought  to  light.  The  scandal  was  too  gross  for  this 
exculpatory  declaration  to  have  full  weight.  With  a  discretion  which  he  had  not  always 
shown,  the  Duke  voluntarily  resigned  his  command  almost  immediately.  Mrs.  Clarke  retired 
into  an  unhonoured  though  affluent  obscurity  with  a  handsome  provision  for  life. 

Though    the    call   to    the    Bar   of  the    House    has    in    the    majority  of  cases    reflected   little 
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ju  )iiuve(l  the  resolution  exculpating  the  Duke  of  Yorlv  fro 
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credit  upon  the  person  summoned,  it  has  occasionally  been  made  to  assume  the  character  of 
A  distinguished  honour.  In  1G89  Schomherg  attended  at  the  House  to  return  thanks  for  the 
grant  of  a  imndi-ed  llionsaiid  pounds  which  had  been  niailc  to  hiiii  in  recognition  of  his 
services  in  Ireland.  "A  chair,"  says  ^lacaulay,  "was  set  inr  him  within  the  Bar.  He  took 
his  seat  there  with  the  mace  at  his  right  l^and,  rose,  and  in  a  few  graceful  words  retuined 
his  thanks,  and  took  his  leave.  The  Sjieaker  rei)lied  that  the  Commons  could  never  forget 
the  obligation  under  which  they  already  lay  to  his  Grace,  that  they  saw  him  with  pleasure 
at  the  head  of  an  English  army,  that  they  felt  entire  confidence  in  his  zeal  and  ability,  and 
that  at  whatever  distance  he  might  be,  he  would  always  be  in  a  peculiar  manner  an  object  of 
their  care."  The  precedent  set  on  this  interesting  occasion,  Macaulay  notes,  was  followed  with 
the  utmost  minuteness  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  later  on  an  occasion  more  interesting 
.still.  "Exactly  on  the  same  spot  on  which  in  July,  1689,  Schomberg  had  acknowledged  the 
liberality  of  the  nation,  a  chair  was  set,  in  July,  1814,  for  a  still  more  illustrious  warrior  who 
came  to  return  thanks  for  a  still  more  splendid  mark  of  public  gratitude."  The  reference,  of 
■com'se  is  to  Wellington,  who  attended  at  the  House  of  Commons  to  receive  the  thanks  of  a 
grateful  Senate,  and  to  hear  the  announcement  of  the  money  vote  made  to  him  for  his  services 
in  the  Peninsular  campaign. 

A  few  months  after  Mrs.  Clarke  made  her  sensational  ai)pearanee  at  the  Bar  of  the  House 
•of  Commons,  an  additional  chapter  of  a  not  less  exciting  character  was  added  to  the  records 
•of  the   House.     On    February  10th,   1810,  a   Mr.  Gale  Jones,  the  manager  of  a  Covent  Garden 

debating  society,  issued  a 
pampldet  stating  that  the 
action  of  a  member  of  the 
House  in  sjjying  strangers, 
and  having  the  galleries 
cleared  during  a  debate,  was 
••  an  insidious  and  ill-timed 
attack  upon  the  liberties  of 
tiie  Press,  tending  to  aggra- 
vate the  discontent  of  the 
people,  and  rendering  their 
rejiresentatives  objects  of 
jealous  suspicion."  Gale 
. I  ones  was  quickly  broiight 
to  the  Bar,  and,  although 
he  humbly  acknowledged  his 
fault,  he  was  promptly  com- 
mitted to  prison.  Three 
weeks  afterwards  .Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  member  for  West- 
minster, proposed  that  the 
culprit  should  be  released; 
but  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  House  decided  against 
the  motion.  8ir  Francis 
Burdett.  irritated  at  his 
defeat.  slu)rtly  afterwards 
commenced  an  attack  upon 
_        ^  ^^  the     House    of   Commons  by 

^j««=.«  ..,.., ^^  J.N A /r  >  ■..  ..      publishing  a  letter  in  CoW(c/<'s 

SIR   FEAXCIS   BURDETT,  ...      ,  .  %,    ,  .    .        ,  ti       •    , 

.    ,  Meekly      Political      Rei/ister 

eli-kcoun  member  for  \\estminster,  whose  defiance  of  the  House  of  Commons  gave  rise  to  ^  r       i 

intense  popular  excitement  in  isio.  denying    the    power    ot    the 


Fnm  Iht  Painting  in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  by  Sir  Tliomas  La-urcnc,  P.k.  1 


THE  RIGHT  HON.  WARREN   HASTINGS. 

A  fiue  porti-ait  of  the  great  Indian  Administrator  at  tbe  age  of  86.    It  was  painted  in  1811  forth.:  wif.-  ..f  t'nl.in.-I  llartnn.  aide-de-ettinp  lu  Hastings. 
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THI-;    JiAK   OF    THE    HOUSE    OV   COMMON.-^. 
It  is  at  this  spot  that  persons  summoned  to  appear  before  the  House  of  Commons  are  made  to  stand. 

House  to  '•  imprison  the  people  of  England,"  and  strongly  insisting  npon  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  His  conduct  was  then  complained  of  by  a  brother 
membei",  the  matter  being  brought  liefore  the  Commons  as  a  breach  of  privilege.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  thus  challenged,  declared  that  "he  had  no  intention  of  violating  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  not  knowing  that  he  had  done  so,  he  had  only  to  say  that  he  remained 
of  the  opinion  which  he  had  expressed  in  that  publication. 

Long  and  acrimonious  debates  took  place,  relieved  at  times  by  adjournments  and 
divisions.  In  the  course  of  discussion  a  military  officer,  a  member  of  the  House,  called 
another  "  a  brewer  of  bad  porter,"  which  caused  a  great  commotion ;  but.  as  described  by 
Lord  Colchester,'  then  Speaker  Abbot,  "I  saw  Whitbread  instantly  took  the  thing  with 
good-humoui-,  and  I  refused  to  let  anybody  else  speak  till  the  uproar  subsided.  He  then 
rose  and  said:  'Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  as  a  tradesman  to  complain  of  the  gallant  officer  for 
abusing  the  commodity  which  I  sell,'  etc.,  upon  which  the  whole  House  burst  into  laughter 
and  approbation  of  the  self-command  and  good-humour  with  which  Whitbread  pit  an  end  to 
the  fury  of  his  friends."  In  the  end,  the  House  sitting  until  half-past  seven  in  the  morning, 
it  was  decided  to  commit  Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  the  Tower,  and,  as  Lord  Colchester  noted, 
"the  Sergeant  with  his  deputy  came  home  with  me,  and  the  warrants  were  written  out  and 
signed  by  me  before  nine  o'clock."  In  the  meantime,  Sir  Francis  having  left  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  Sergeant -at-Arms  an  hour  later  repaired  to  Piccadilly,  where  Sir  P'rancis  Burdett 
lived,  only  to  find  that  the  member  was  "not  at  home."  Sir  Francis,  however,  wrote  to  the 
Speaker  expressing  his  readiness  to  be  there  the  following  day  at  twelve  o'clock.  Bat  the 
House  would  brook  no  delay,  and  the  Sergeant  was  instructed  to  arrest  the  member  at  once, 
it   having  been  provided   that  all   the   ci\il   aid   required    could   be    obtained   upon  applying  at 

'  Diarv,  vol.  ii. 
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the  Secretar}'  of  State's  offioe,  where  magistrater;  were  in  wait  in  f^.  These  authorities,  however, 
in  view  of  the  public  excitement  j)revalent,  decided  that  it  was  not  possible  to  take  the  member 
that  night,  as  they  had  not  force  enougli  to  deal  with  the  mob  in  Piccadilly,  and  as,  moreover, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  arrange  witii  the  Lord  Mayor  of  I^ondon  to  convey  the  prisoner 
through  the  City. 

The  next  day  the  Sjjeaker  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Francis  I'unlett  declaring  I  hat 
having  been  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  Citj'  of  Westminster  to  maintain  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  the  land,  "  he  would  never  betray  his  trust.  The  action  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  illegal,  and  he  would  only  submit  to  superior  force."  A  messenger  was  sent  with 
the  warrant  to  deliver  it  into  the  hands  of  Sir  P'rancis,  and  although  he  succeeded  in 
placing  it  in  the  hand  of  the  member,  he  was  promirtly  turned  out  of  the  house.  Such  was 
the  state  of  public  feeling  that  Piccadilly  was  a  centre  of  dangerous  ferment ;  the  Guards 
had  to  be  called  out,  the  Eiot  Act  read,  and  the  mob  scattered.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  now 
wrote  to  the  sheriifs  of  3Iiddlesex,  complaining  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  deprive 
him  of  his  liberty,  and  asking  protection  from  violence  and  oppression,  his  home  being  then 
beset  by  a  military  force.  The  sheriffs  declining  to  be  brought  into  the  matter,  events  were 
allowed  to  take  their  course.  Still  the  refractoiy  member  held  the  fort,  and  next  day  it  is 
recorded  that  the  Life  Guards  advanced  through  the  Park  and  Stable  Yard  to  Piccadilly,  and 
that  the  Riot  Act  was  again   read. 

Nor  was  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  free  from  exciten^ent.  Indeed, 
so  threatening  was  the  state  of  affairs,  that  the  Speaker  ordered  all  the  doors  and  passages 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  shut  up,  and  also  the  grand  passage  from  Westminster 
Hall  to  Old  Palace  Yard.  ]\iver  fencibles  were  moored  on  the  Thames  opposite  the 
Speaker's  garden  ;  St.  Clary's  Volunteers  were  under  arms  in  Westminster  Hall,  with 
jjatrols  as  far  as  Downing  Street ;  George  Street,  Bridge  Street,  and  Abingdon  Street  were  also 
protected.  At  the  House  of  Lords  end  of  the  Palace  suddenly  an  alarm  of  fire  was  raised,  a 
lighted  basket  of  coal  being  discovered  within  the  wooden  fence  of  Parliament  Place,  near  the 
housekeeper's  apartments.  Eventually  superior  force  was  provided  by  the  Government,  and 
thirty  police  officers,  protected  by  the  military,  forced  an  entrance  into  Sir  Francis  Burdett's 
house,  down  the  area,  through  the  hall,  where  a  party  of  Foot  Guai-ds  remained.  The  officers 
passed  into  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  di'awing-room,  where  he  was  discovered  with  his  family.  The 
warrant   of  the    Speaker  was  read  by  the   Sergeant-at-Arms,  and   the    member  for  Westminster 

was  forcibly  removed  to  the  carriage  in  waiting  for 
him.  This,  with  a  jiowerful  escort  of  Life  Guards 
and  dragoons,  was  driven  through  the  principal  streets 
to  the  City.  On  arriving  at  Tower  Hill,  the  carriage 
was  with  difficulty  forced  through  the  assembled 
mob.  At  length,  however,  the  palisade  of  the  Tower 
was  reached,  and  Sir  Francis,  with  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  of  the  House  of  Commons,  was  received 
and  conducted  to  the  Governor's  private  apartments. 

The  (juards,  on  returning  from  the  Towei-,  were 
severely  pelted  with  stones,  and  they  retaliated  by 
firing  upon  their  assailants.  Great  public  excite- 
ment continued  throughout  London.  The  AN'est- 
minster  electors  called  a  meeting  in  Palace  Yard; 
but  the  gates  were  locked,  and  measures  taken  to 
secure  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  invasion. 
Lord  Cochrane  and  others  persuaded  the  people  ti> 
disperse,  his  lordship  promising  to  present  a  petition 
complaining  of  the  member's  imprisonment,  the 
corruption    of  the  House   of  Commons,  and  praying 


From  a  Uiuiciii<j  by  S.  D,-hmmumL  li.  A. 

CHARLES  ABBOT,   LORD  COLCHESTEn, 


Who  presided  as  Siwaker  over  the  stomiy  debates  which 
niinated  in  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  committal  to  the  Towe 
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for  reform   of   Parliament. 

This  petition  was  rejected 

b}'  the  House  on  account 

of  its    being    couched    in 

disrespectful    language; 

and  in  the  meantime  Sir 

Francis  Burdett  caused  an 

action  at  law  to  be  entered 

against  the  Speaker  for  the 

recovery  of  £30,000,  and 

also    one     against     the 

Sergeant-at-Arms     for 

£20,000,    on    account    of 

illegal  warrant  and  arrest. 

At    the    prorogation    of 

Parliament  the    liberaticjn 

of  the   j^risoner    was    the 

occasion  of  a  gi-eat  demon- 
stration   l)y    his     friends. 

Crowds    of  his    sujjporters 

assembled   to  receive  him 

on  Tower  Hill,  only  to  he 

disappointed,    as     the 

member  departed  privately 

by  water.    The  assemblage, 

not  to  be  deprived  of  their 

demonstration,  escorted 
the  empty  car  provided  to 
the  residence  of  the  mem- 
ber in  Piccadilly,  and  so 
terminated  a  most  exciting 
episode. 

In  recent  times  the 
history  of  this  phase  of 
Parliamentary  life  has 
furnished  little  that  is  of 
more  than  transient  in- 
terest, excepting  the  Brad- 
laugh  episode,  to  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  in  another  chapter.  An  arrest  of  a 
member  in  the  precincts  of  the  House,  the  intimidation  of  a  witness  called  before  a  Select 
Conmiittee,  the  libelling  of  members  by  profane  editors  and  printers — these  are  a  samf)le  of 
the  matters  which  have  engaged  the  serious,  it  may  be  said  the  solemn,  notice  of  the  House. 
Such  incidents  create  great  stir  at  the  time  they  occur,  for  the  House  notoriously  is  never  so 
genuinely  interested  as  when  it  is  engaged  in  threshing  out  some  personal  issue.  But  they 
are  mostly  mere  trifles  on  the  surface  of  Parliamentary  life,  leaving  behind  them  only  tlie 
faintest  impression.  The  truth  is  that,  though  the  disciplinary  powers  of  the  House  are 
nominally  as  great  as  ever  they  were,  they  have  lost  much  of  their  effectiveness  by  being 
shorn  of  the  accessories  which  in  old  times  gave  them  potency.  Even  the  censure  passed 
from  the  Chair,  the  invariable  accompaniment  of  a  proved  infraction  of  the  Parliamentary 
law,  is  not  so  awe-inspiring  as  it  once  was.  It  has  sometimes  been  known  to  mini.ster  to  a 
passion  for  notoriety  rather  than  to  inspire  a  sense  of  humiliation.  Parliament,  in  truth,  does 
not  conspicuously  shine  when  it  dons  the  mantle  of  Justice. 


■roM  a  d,-a,c:,uj  h>j  S.  Tiuja. 
THE   EDITOK  AND    PIBLISHER   OF 
\VILI.I.\5I     THOJI.\S 


STRONG    AND     MR. 
COJI.MOXS   ON   AUGt 
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CHAPTER    XXX. 

THE  HOUSE  AT  PRAYERS. 

There  has  never  been  a  time  in  tlie  long  lii^^tory  of  Parliiunent  wlien  the  work  of  the 
I^egislature  was  divorced  from  the  practice  of  religious  rites.  The  observances  have  \aried  in 
degree  as  well  as  in  character — they  have  occasionally  been  degraded  by  association  with 
political  ends  or  motives ;  but  the  sacred  duty  has  ever  been  recognised  in  some  form  or 
another.  In  the  earliest  legislative  era  the  work  of  a  Parliamentary  session  was  preceded  by 
mass,  usnally  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stejihon.  Later,  when  the  two  Houses  separated,  the 
custom  w-as  kept  up,  the  practice  in  Tudor  times  being  for  the  House  of  Lords  to  attend 
service  in  the  Abbey  and  for  the  Commons  to  resort  to  St.  Margaret's  Church.  Occasionally, 
it  would  seem  from  an  incident  recorded  in  1426,  the  presence  of  legislators  in  a  body  at 
church  was  taken  advantage  of  by  ecclesiastics  to  read  them  a  lesson  upon  the  errors  of  their 
public  waj's.  In  that  year  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  taking  for  his  text  "  Render  unto 
Csesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  and  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's,"  delivered  an 
impassioned  harangue  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Statute  of  Praemunire,  l\y  which  foreigners 


.  mau(;aiiet  s  church,  Westminster. 

Ill  flout  of  the  parish  church  of  the  House  of  Commons-. 
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were  disabled  from  holding 
any  ecclesiastical  dignity  in 
this  country.  For  the  salva- 
tion of  their  souls  and  the 
good  of  the  kingdom  the 
listening  legislators  were  im- 
plored to  give  the  Pope 
satisfaction  by  withdrawing 
the  obnoxious  enactment. 
Such  was  the  prelate's  zeal 
and  earnestness,  that  it  is 
reported  he  shed  tears  copi- 
ously. But  they  were  idle 
tears.  With  a  full  aj)preci- 
ation  of  the  value  of  the 
law,  Parlianaeut  elected  to 
keep  it  on  the  Statute  Book, 
where  it  remains  to  this  day. 
The  Parliamentary 
attendances  at  mass  were 
marked  by  much  external 
pomp  and  ceremony.  Of  one 
celebration  which  ushered 
in  the  Parliament  of  1.340 
we  have  a  particularly  vivid 
account  preserved  to  us.  A 
State  procession  organised  on 
the  most  elaborate  scale 
passed  through  the  streets, 
the  King  being  in  the  midst 
in  all  the  panoply  of  regal 
state.  In  the  train 
marched  all  the  great  officers 
of  State,  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, the  dignitaries   of    the 

law,  and  twenty  abbots.  The  last-named  were  present  by  special  command  of  the  King, 
and  the  fact  of  their  presence  is  noteworthy,  as  it  was  their  final  appearance  upon  the 
Parliamentary  stage.  Before  the  session  thus  ceremoniously  entered  upon  closed,  the  legis- 
lative bolt  had  fallen  which  destroyed  the  abbeys  and  monasteries.  On  the  approach  of 
the  Keformation  the  character  of  the  sessional  service  changed.  There  was,  however,  a  brief 
return  to  old  wavs  in  the  reign  of  Mary,  whose  excessive  zeal  for  the  Eoman  Catholic 
ritual  prompted  her  to  organise,  the  day  before  the  dissolution  of  the  Parliament  of  1554,  a 
solemn  "procession  of  both  Houses  to  St.  Paul's  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  their  conversion  to 
the  Catholic  Church." 

With  Elizabeth's  accession  we  enter  upon  a  new  phase  of  the  subject.  For  the  first  time 
we  read  in  the  journals  of  devotions  in  the  Legislative  Chamber  itself.  We  find  mention  of 
the  Litany  being  said  by  the  Clerk  kneeling,  and  answered  by  the  whole  House  on  their  knees. 
In  1571  Mr.  Christopher  Wray,  the  Speaker,  proposed  that  the  Litany  should  be  said  every 
day.  and  also  a  prayer  by  Mr.  Speaker,  "such  as  he  should  think  fittest  for  the  time."  The 
Litany  was  most  probably  that  of  the  second  established  Prayer  Book,  being  the  first  book  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  or  the  first  book  of  Edward  VI.,  which  (with  changes)  was  subsequently 
adopted,  and  which  renjained  in  use  until  it  was  suppressed  at  the  time  of  the  Great  Kebellion. 


POUCH   OF  ST.    MARGARET'S  CHORCH,   WESTMINSTER, 
cted  iu  memory  of  Robert  Lowe,  Viscount  Shevbrooke,  by  his  wido 
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In  1580,  before  the  election  of 
Mr.  Speaker  Popham,  the  Hou>e  agreed 
to  a  motion  for  prayer,  "  that  it  might 
please  God,  both  in  that  and  in  the 
residue  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House 
to  direct  them  with  His  Holy  Spirit.' 
and  a  form  of  prayer  was  offered,  which 
was  read  by  the  Clerk.  In  the  same  year 
Mr.  Sjieaker  coming  to  the  House  after 
eleven  o'clock,  is  stated  to  have  read 
the  usual  prayer,  omitting  the  Litany 
for  the  shortness  of  time.  The  form  of 
prayer  used  in  Parliament  only  during 
Elizabeth's  reign  was  as  follows: — 

"  0  Mercifiil  God  and  Father,  for- 
asmuch as  no  counsel  c-an  stand,  nor  any 
can  prosper,  but  such  as  are  humbly 
iPithered  in  thy  Xame.  to  feel  the  sweet 
taste  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  we  gladly 
acknowledge  that  by  thy  favour  standeth 
"he  p>eaceable  protection  of  our  Queen 
and  Kealm,  and  likewise  this  favourable 
liberty  granted  unto  us  at  this  time  to 
?i]ake  our  meeting  together,  which  thy 
"luntiful  goodness  we  most  thankfully 
acknowledge,  do  withal  earnestly  Jfray 
thy  divine  [Majesty  so  to  incline  our 
hearts,  as  our  counsel  may  be  subject  in 
true  obedience  to  thy  Holy  Word  and  Will.  And  sith  it  hath  pleased  thee  to  govern  this 
Kealm  by  ordinary  assembling  the  three  estates  of  the  same :  our  humble  prayer  is,  that 
thou  wilt  graft  in  us  good  minds  to  conceive,  free  liberty  to  speak,  and  on  all  sides  a  ready 
and  quiet  consent  to  such  wholesome  Laws  and  Statutes,  as  may  declare  us  to  be  thy  people. 
and  this  Keahn  to  be  prosperously  ruled  bv  thv  good  guiding  and  defence ;  so  that  we  and 
our  jjosterity  may  with  cheerful  hearts  wait  for  thy  appearance  in  judgment,  that  art  only 
able  to  present  us  faultless  before  God  our  heavenly  Father:  to  whom  with  thee  and  onr 
Saviour  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  glory  both  now  and  ever.     Amen." 

Although  this  prayer  appears  to  be  the  recognised  one,  upon  occasions  a  si>ecial  apf>eal  to 
the  Almighty  was  made,  as  in  1586,^  when  both  Houses  presented  a  joint  petition  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  for  the  execution  of  ilary  Queen  of  Scots.  Her  Majesty  answered,  and  subsequently 
sent  a  message  in  favour  of  Mary.  Both  Houses  resolved  to  abide  by  their  petition,  and  upon 
Elizabeth  giving  an  ambiguous  answer,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Household,  Sir  Francis  KnoUes, 
took  occasion  to  propose  that  earnest  and  devout  prayer  should  be  made  to  God  to  incUne 
her  Majesty's  heart  to  the  petition,  and  that  some  apt  and  special  course  of  prayer  might  be 
de\"ised  and  put  down  by  some  one,  and  not  only  exercised  in  the  House  every  day,  but  also 
by  all  members  elsewhere  abroad  and  privately  in  their  chambers. 

Doling  the  later  Protestant  Parliaments  it  was  the  custom  for  the  Speaker  to  compose 
a  prayer  to  be  read  by  him  every  morning  during  the  session.  The  journals  of  the  House 
are  missing  for  the  fater  years  of  Queen  Eli^beth's  reign ;  but  Sir  Symonds  D'Ewes's  journal 
for  1597  gives  the  Sjjeakers  (Serjeant  Yelverton)  prayer : — 

"0   Eternal   God,  Loid   of  Heaven   and  Earth,  the   great  and  mighty  Conneellor,  we,  thy 
poor  servants  assembled  before  thee  in  this  honourable  senate,  humbly  acknowledge  our  great  and 
'  "  ParSiansentaiy  and  CVjnstitntioDal  Historr  of  Ensrland.''  vcL  ir.  p.  300. 
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SIR  BENJAMIN   ItUDYF.ItD. 

nown  member  of  Parliament  of  the 
of  Charles  I. 


iiiaiiifold  ^-iiis  iuul  ini])erfectic)iis,  and  tliereln-  our  un- 
wortliiness  to  receive  any  grace  and  assistance  from  thee ; 
yet.  most  merciful  Father,  since  by  thy  providence  we  are 
called  from  all  parts  of  the  land  to  this  famous  Council 
of  I'avliaiiiciit  to  advise  of  those  things  which  concern 
thy  glory,  the  good  of  tliy  Church,  the  prosperity  of  our 
f'rince.  and  the  weal  of  her  people:  we  most  entirely 
beseech  thee  that,  pardoning  all  our  sins  in  the  blood  of 
thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  it  would  please  thee,  by  the  bright- 
ness of  thy  Spirit,  to  expel  darkness  and  vanity  from  our 
minds  and  partiality  from  our  speeches,  and  grant  unto 
us  such  wisdom  and  integrity  of  heart  as  becometh  the 
servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  subjects  of  a  gracious  Prince, 
and  members  of  this  honourable  House.  Let  not  us,  0 
Lord,  who  are  met  together  for  the  public  good  of  the 
whole  land,  be  more  careless  and  remiss  than  we  use  to 
be  in  oiu-  own  private  causes.  Give  grace,  we  beseech 
thee,  that  every  one  of  us  may  labour  to  show  a  good 
conscience  to  thy  ZVIajesty,  a  good  zeal  to  thy  Word,  and 
a  loyal  heart  to  our  Prince  and  a  Christian  love  to  our 
country  and  commonwealth.  O  Lord,  so  unite  and  conjoin  the  hearts  of  her  excellent  Majesty 
and  this  whole  assembly  as  they  may  be  a  threefold  cord  not  easily  broken :  giving  sti'ength  to 
such  godly  laws  as  be  already  enacted,  that  they  may  be  better  executed,  and  enacting  such  as 
are  further  requisite  for  the  bridling  of  the  wicked,  and  the  encouragement  unto  the  godly  and 
well-atiected  subjects,  that  so  thy  great  blessing  may  be  continued  towards  us,  and  thy  grievous 
judgment  turned  from  us ;  and  that  only  for  Christ  Jesus'  sake,  our  most  glorious  and  only 
^lediator  and  Advocate,  to  whom,  with  thy  blessed  Majesty  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour 
and  praise,  power  and  dominion,  from  this  time  forth  for  evermore.     Amen." 

At  the  accession  of  James  I.  (1603),  Parliament  meeting  on  March  23rd,  the  business  on 
the  opening  day  was  preceded  by  "prayers  to  God  for  good  success";  and  we  further  learn 
that  "  such  prayers  as  had  been  ordinary  in  former  Parliaments  in  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen 
were  placed  in  the  front  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer."  The  reading  was  undertaken  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  a  special  prayer,  fitly  conceived  for  the  time  and  purpose,  was 
read  by  Mr.  Speaker  Edward  Phillips,  '-which  was  voluntary  and  not  of  duty  or  necessity, 
though  heretofore  of  late  time  the  like  hath  been  done  by  other  Speakers."  This  Speaker's 
prayer  was  continued  every  day  of  the  sitting.  In  ICOG  the  Gunpowder  Plot  was  the  occasion 
of  the  framing  of  a  special  prayer : — 

'•And  forasmuch  as  all  and  every  one  of  us  ha\e  in  this  place,  with  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment and  without  any  merit  of  ours,  found  a  most  evident  assurance  of  thy  mercie  and 
goodnesse,  in  a  miraculous  deliverance  from  the  greatest  danger  by  Popish  treaeherie,  that  ever 
was  attempted  or  threatened,  towards  om-  King,  our  State,  and  us :  give  us,  good  Lord,  hearts 
above  the  hearts  of  men  to  offer  unto  thee  in  the  same  place  a  daily  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving 
in  the  highest  measm-e,  together  with  a  fervent  and  incessant  zeal,  care,  and  diligence  in  all 
our  jjroceedings  for  the  settling  of  peace  and  hapfiy  estate  of  thy  Chmxh  among  us ;  the 
j)reservation  of  cm-  King,  his  jRoyal  progenie,  ourselves,  and  our  jiosteritie ;  and  for  the 
preventing,  suppi-essing,  and  small  rooting  out  of  the  spring,  issue,  and  fruit  of  all  such  hellish 
and  Popish  hearts,  intentions,  and  practices,  to  the  everlasting  praise  and  glorie  of  thy  blessed 
Name." 

The  prayer  for  the  Speaker  was  proposed  to  be  added,  but  apiwreutly  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  as  to  its  being  read,  for  the  journals  of  March  20th,  1C06.  record  that  "many 
of  the  House  were  assembled  and  the  ordinary  prayers  said  by  the  Clerk,  but  not  the  prayer 
wanted  to  be  said  h\  ^Ir.  Speaker,  being  so  directed  by  the  assembly." 
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During  Charles  I.'s  reigu  the  reUgious  observances  of  the  House  occupied  much  attention. 
A  manuscript  in  the  library  of  the  late  Sir  II.  Knyghtley,  and  printed  by  the  Camden  Society, 
gives  a  detailed  and  curious  report  of  a  debate  which  took  place  in  1625  on  the  question  of 
the  ordering  of  a  public  f;xst.  First  there  was  a  proposal  for  a  Communion  from  Sir  Edward 
Giles.  This  was  immediately  followed  by  a  motion  from  Sir  .Miles  Fleetwood  to  petition  the 
King  '•  for  a  publick  fast  to  our  owne  members."  The  Communion  was  ordered,  and  ]\Ir.  Racket 
ap2Jointed  preacher.  Then  "  some  question  was  made  of  the  place.  It  was  propounded  by 
Sir  J.  Jejihson,  seconded  by  JMr.  D.  Norton,  to  be  in  our  owne  House "  ;  but  to  this  course 
strong  objection  was  urged  by  Sir  B.  Kudyerd.  '"I  beseech  you,'  he  said,  'not  to  refu.se 
the  church — remember  it  is  God's  house — lest  we  make  this  a  coventicle  which  should  be 
a  Councell.'  Soe  it  was  agreed  to  be  kept  in  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster."  As  to  the  fast, 
the  King,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  Commons,  ga\e  directions  for  one  day  weekly  to  be 
observed  throughout  the  kingdom;  "but  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament  hee  left  it  to  themselves 
when  they  would  begin,  and  to  make  choice  of  their  owne  day."  A  conference  between  the 
two  Houses  was  now  held  "  to  agree  upon  a  time  and  place  for  the  faste,  and  whether  it  bee 
together  or  asunder."  In  the  result  "the  time  propounded  was  Satterdaye ;  the  place  for  them 
(the  Lords)  the  Collegiate  Church  (Westminster  Abbey) ;  two  bishops  appointed  to  preach ; 
three  lords  to  observe  such  as  were  absent ;  the  manner  according  to  the  King's  directions  in 
print ;  and  a  collection  for  the  poore."  The  same  day,  adds  the  writer,  "  was  appointed  for 
ourselves;  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster,  the  place;  three  jjreachers — Dr.  Preston,  Mr.  Sute, 
and  Mr.  ( )ldsworth ;  and  likewise  a  gatheringe  for  the  poore."  With  three  preachers  to  minister 
to  their  spiritual  needs,  the  faithful  Commons  must  have  lacked  nothing  in  the  way  of  mental 
sustenance.       Kut  it  was  an  age  when  long  sermons  and  many  of  them  were  the  rule — brevity 
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in  tlie  preacher,  iiideeil,  would  have  been  looked  upon  ahiio^t  as  an  insult.  Nor.  it  is  to  lie 
feared,  was  the  desire  always  for  spiritual  enlightenment  in  the  pulpit  discomses.  Too  often 
they  were  made  vehicles  for  political  propaganda;  the  service  itself  was  not  always  entirely 
free  from  political  significance.  We  read,  for  example,  in  a  letter  dated  April  24th,  1640,  from 
Sir  Edward  Harley  to  his  wife,  that  the  King  attended  the  service  at  .St.  Margaret's  Church 
which  preceded  the  opening  of  the  "Short  Parliament."  and  that  in  response  to  the  prayers 
''the  people  cried  'Amen'  so  loud  that  it  made  his  head  ache."  Poor  Charles!  His  head  was 
soon  to  he  free  from  such  influences. 

The  political  Parliamentary  sermon  was  a  marked  feature  of  the  Commonwealth.  From 
the  pulpit  of  St.  .Margaret's  many  fervent  discourses  were  thundered  forth  by  the  '-hot 
gospellers"  of  the  period.  The  fashion  did  not  entirely  go  out  with  the  Commonwealth.  On 
.January  31st,  1688-9,  Dr.  Sbai-pe,  preaching  before  the  House  of  Commons  at  St.  Margaret's 
according  to  their  ajopointment,  delivered  what  in  the  then  circumstances  was  a  very  dubious 
discourse.  His  text  was  from  Psalm  li. — "Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness" — and  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  used  several  expressions  which  were  taken  notice  of,  "as  that  king  killing 
and  king  dethroning  or  depriving  of  kings  were  Popish  doctrines."  The  reference  was  so 
clearly  a  reflection  on  the  strong  attitude  assumed  by  the  popular  chamber  towards  James  11. 
that  the  Commons  decided  to  withhold  the  customary  vote  of  thanks  to  the  preacher.  Xearly 
a  century  later,  on  Eestoration  Day  (January  30th),  1772,  history  rejieated  itself.  On  that  occasion 
the  pulpit  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Nowell,  who  appears  to  have  gi\en  great  umbrage  by  the 
tenor  of  his  discourse.  The  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  incident,  as  related  by  Gibbon 
in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Holroyd  in  February,  1772,  are  curious.  "To-day,"  wrote  the 
historian,  "  the  House  of  Commons  was  emplo^^ed  in  a  \ery  odd  way.  Tommy  Townshend 
moved  tliat  the  sermon   of  Dr.  Xowell.  who  preached  before  the  House  on  January  30th,  should 

be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman, 
as  containing  arbitrary,  Tory,  high- 
Hown  doctrines.  The  House  was 
nearly  agreeing  to  this  motion  till 
they  recollected  that  they  had  already 
thanked  the  preacher  for  his  excel- 
lent discourse,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
|iriiitiMl.  Nowell's  bookseller  is  much 
obliged  to  the  Eight  Hon.  Tommy 
Townshend."  Gibbon  is  a  little  wrong 
in  his  facts.  The  journals  show  that 
I  he  House  ordered  the  thanks  of 
l>r.  Nowell  to  be  expunged  therefrom. 
An  abortive  attempt  also  seems  to 
liave  been  made  in  consequence  of 
the  incident  to  do  away  with  the 
observance  of  Restoration  Day  al- 
together. 

In  tracing  the  career  of  the 
political  sermon,  we  have  digressed 
-omewhat  from  the  more  immediate 
theme  with  which  we  have  been 
dealing — flie  dexclopment  of  the 
devotional  system  in  the  House  of 
Commons  itself.  Reverting  to  the 
reign  of  Charles  I,,  it  may  be  noted 
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entered  into  nnd 
signed  hy  mo^t  nf 
tlie  members  not  to 
lay  down  arms  "  so 
long  as  the  Pajiists 
now  in  open  war 
against  the  Parlia- 
ment shall  by  force 
of  arms  be  protected 
from  the  justice 
thereof,"  etc.  Upon 
the  discovery  of  the 
alleged  "  horrid 
Popish  and  traitorous 
plot  for  seizing  the 
(_'  i  t  y  ,  forcing  t  h  e 
Parliament  and  join- 
ing with  the  armies 
raised  by  the  King," 
the  Commons  ordered 
that  some  clause  be 
inserted  in  the 
Speaker's  prayer  for 
giving  thanks  f  o  r 
this  discovery  and 
deliverance,  and  to 
beg  grace  of  God  to 
perform  what  they 
had  undertaken  by 
this  covenant.  And 
it  was  decided  tliat 
a  book  be  p)repared 
and  the  vow  and 
covenant  e  n  t  e  r  e  d 
therein,  all  members 
that  entered  into  the 
covenant  being  re- 
quired    to    subscribe 

t  heir    names  showing  the  "  Raleigh  window  "  siibscribeil  for  by  Ait 

It  is  at  this  period  that  we  first  meet  with  the  chaplain — a  functionary  who  is  now  an 
important  and  indispensable  member  of  the  establishment  of  the  House.  The  earliest  record 
bearing  on  the  point  appears  in  the  journals  for  1G43:  "That  one  of  the  ministers  of  the 
assembly  shall  be  appointed  to  pray  with  the  House  every  morning.'  At  the  same  time  two 
members  were  chosen  to  move  the  assembly  in  the  matter.  A  further  stage  was  reached  in 
1650,  when  the  House  resolved:  "The  Governor  of  the  College  of  "Westminster  do  take 
care  that  some  fit  and  able  person  or  p)ersons  do  attend  de  die  in  diem  to  pray  in  Parliament, 
and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly."  A  few  years  later,  during  the  Commonwealth, 
it  was  ordered  "  that  the  lecturers  who  j^reach  the  morning  lecture  in  the  Abbey  at  West- 
minster be  desired  to  begin  their  sermon  at  seven  of  the  clock  and  to  end  at  eight  of  the 
clock  ;  and  then  resort  to  the  House  to  pray  with  them  daily,  before  they  enter  into  their 
daily  work ;  and  that  ]Mr.  Scobell,  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  do  give  notice  to  the  ministers 
hereof."     There   does   not   appear    to    have    been    any  stated    fee    or  payment    for    the    services 
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ifiKli-rril,  hut  in  10.5'J  the  House 
hi->to\vi'(l  the  sum  of  £50  uixjn  a 
iuini;^ter  for  his  great  labour  and  pains 
ill  attending  the  House  every  morn- 
ing since  the  first  meeting  of  the 
I'ailiament  and  performing  the  duty 
of  prayers.  Other  minsters  were 
awarded  the  thanks  of  the  House 
for  prayers  and  preacliing.  A  regular 
(■ha[)lain  was  first  appointed  at  the 
Restoration,  and  the  importance  of 
recognising  the  office  was  given  effect 
to  by  the  House  ordering  members 
of  his  ^Majesty's  Privy  Council  to 
attend  the  King  and  humbly  re- 
commend Mr.  Edward  Voyce,  blaster 
of  Arts,  for  some  signal  mark  of 
favom-  in  regard  to  his  constant  and 
diligent  attendance  upon  the  House 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Parliament 
as  chaplain. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  prayers 
were  formerly  read  b}'  the  Lord 
Keeper,  then  by  ministers,  and  after- 
wards by  the  youngest  bishop.  Now 
the  practice  is  for  a  selected  bishop 
to  officiate,  according  to  arrangement. 
"With  the  apjwintment  of  a  regular 
cliaplain  in  KiCO,  compulsory  attend - 
nice  of  members  at  prayers  was  not 
insisted  upon.  Although  no  relax- 
ing of  the  understood  rules  in  the 
Commons  took  place,  the  House  of 
Lords  then  decided  that  "  no  penalty, 
prejudice,  or  reflection  shall  be  ujMn 
any  that  are  not  present  at  prayers," 
and  the  Commons  appear  to  have  tacitly  followed  the  example  of  the  Lords.  But  betore  that 
period  the  Lower  House  from  time  to  time  made  orders  regarding  the  absentees  from  their 
daily  devotions.  In  Elizabeth's  reign  it  was  decided  "that  every  of  this  House  that  cometh 
after  the  prayer,  which  shall  begin  at  eight  of  the  clock,  shall  pay  fourpence  to  the  poor 
men's  box."  In  Charles  I's  reign  the  penalty  was  increased  to  twelve  pence,  and  upon  one 
occasion  in  1642  the  money  gathered  of  the  members  of  the  House  coming  too  late  for  prayers 
was  ordered  to  be  given  to  Dr.  Laiton  to  relieve  him  of  his  necessities. 

The  Commonwealth,  in  addition  to  aptjointing  special  ministers  for  prayers,  fixed  certain 
days  for  devotions.  In  1653,  July  11th  was  formally  appointed  "for  seeking  the  Lord  in 
a  special  manner  for  counsel  and  a  blessing  on  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,"  and  the  next 
day  a  Pible  was  ordered  to  be  jn'ovided  for  the  service  of  the  House. 

In  1660,  upon  Charles  II.  ascending  the  throne,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  inform 
themselves  what  form  of  prayer  had  hitherto  been  used  in  the  House,  but  no  report  was 
made  by  the  Committee.  But  a  similar  inquiry  was  held  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the 
prayers  enlarged  to  pray  for  the  Queen  and  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  rest  of  the  Eoyal 
Familv.  and  thanks  were  ordered  to  be  given  for  the  Kestoration  of  the  King  and  Parliament 
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to  "tlie  luqjpy  condition  tliat  now  it  is  in."  The  revision  of  the  present  Prayer  liook  was 
finished  on  December  20tb,  1661,  and  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  of  which  it  was  made  a  part, 
recei\ed  the  Eoyal  assent  on  ]May  19th,   1662. 

P'rom  this  period  to  the  jiresent  only  casual  references  appear  in  the  records  of  Parliament 
to  the  question  of  the  devotions  of  the  House.  At  times,  however,  allusions  have  been  made 
to  the  prayers  in  the  course  of  discussion  on  religious  matters,  as  in  the  case  of  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  in  1829  when  introducing  the  Bill  for  the  Eelief  of  Roman  Catholic  Disabilities.  "I 
rise,  sir,"  .said  the  eminent  statesman  on  that  occasion,  "  to  discuss  this  great  question  in 
the  spirit  enjoined  in  one  of  those  beautiful  prayers  b\'  which  on  the  present,  as  on  every 
other  occasion,  the  proceedings  of  this  House  are  auspicated.  In  one  of  the  solemn  appeals 
to  tlie  Almighty  source  of  all  wisdom  and  goodness,  we  are  taught  to  lay  aside  all  personal 
interests  and  prejudices  and  partial  affections  in  order  that  God  may  grant,  in  the  simple 
iuid  ai>proiiriate  language  of  tliat  prayer,  the  result  of  our  counsels  on  this  day  may  tend  to 
the  maintenance  of  true  religion  and  of  justice:  to  the  safety,  honour,  and  happiness  of  the 
kingdom :  to  the  public  welfare,  peace,  and  tranquillity  of  the  realm,  and  to  the  uniting 
and  knitting  together  of  the  hearts  of  all  classes  of  persons  and  all  estates  in  the  realm  in 
true  Chri.stian  charity." 

The  jiresent  form  of  prayer  is  marked  by  an  impressive  simplicity.  It  opens  with 
Psalm  Ixvii. — "tiod  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  u.s,"  etc.  Then  follow  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
2irayers  for  the  King  and  the  Queen  and  the  members  of  the  Eoyal  Family,  and  this  special 
invocation  to  the  Almighty  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  : — 

••Almighty  God.  by  whom  alone  kings 
reign,  and  princes  decree  justice  :  and  from 
whom  alone  cometh  all  counsel,  wisdom,  and 
understanding:  we,  thine  unworthy  servants, 
here  gathered  together  in  thy  A\ame,  do 
most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  send  down  the 
Heavenly  Wisdom  from  above,  to  direct  and 
guide  us  in  all  our  consultations  :  and  grant 
that,  we  having  thy  fear  always  before  our 
eyes,  and  laying  aside  all  pn'ivate  interests, 
jirejudices,  and  partial  affections,  the  result 
of  all  our  counsels  may  be  to  the  glory 
of  thy  blessed  Name,  the  maintenance  of 
true  religion  and  justice,  the  safety,  honour, 
and  haj^inness  of  the  King,  the  publick 
welfare,  peace,  and  tranquillity  of  the  realm, 
and  the  uniting  and  knitting  together  of 
the  hearts  of  all  j^ersons  and  estates  within 
the  same  in  true  Christian  love  and  charity 
one  towards  another,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen." 

The  present  chaplain  to  the  House  of 
<  'ommons,  the  Eev.  Basil  Wilberforce,  D.D., 
is  also  Eector  of  St.  John's,  Westminster, 
and  Ai-chdeacon  of  Westminster.  He  is  the 
youngest  son  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Winchester 
and  grandson  of  the  celebrated  William 
Wilberforce,  ^I.P.,  who  played  so  conspicuous 

and  honourable  a  part  in   the  movement  for       im    \i    iuable  akchdeacox  wilberforce.  chaplain 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  to  the  house  of  commoxs. 


CHAPTER   XXXI. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

A  STRANGER  dropping  by  chance  into  Barry's  vast  building  might  find  himself  in  an  enormously 
long  corridor  on  the  first  floor,  out  of  which  ojien  a  succession  of  ornate  apartments,  eacli 
equipped  with  a  horseshoe  table  and  a  profusion  of  green  leather-covered  chairs.  With  some- 
what nebulous  views  of  the  duties  of  a  legislator,  he  would  ask  for  information,  and  then 
possibly  for  the  first  time  would  learn  that  the  debates  in  the  House  constitute  only  a  part, 
and  that  not  the  most  onerous  part,  of  the  transactions  of  Parliament.  ]More  detailed  inquiry 
would  bring  him  to  the  discovery  that  each  working  day  in  the  Parliamentary  session, 
excepting  Friday,  a  group  of  members  is  engaged  for  several  hours  in  each  of  these  rooms, 
with  the  aid,  in  some  instances,  of  an  imposing  array  of  counsel  and  Parliamentary  agents, 
and  witnesses  drawn  possibly  from  the  remotest  confines  of  the  kingdom,  in  threshing  out 
with  painful  minuteness  the  details  of  some  railway  project  or  corporate  improvement  scheme, 
or  it  may  be  discussing  the  bearings  of  the  latest  economic  movement  aifecting  the  body 
politic,  or  patiently  investigating  a  grave  public  scandal.  Thus  informed,  he  would  not 
unlikely  arrive  at   the   conclusion    that    here    was    centred  the   actual  workroom  of  Parliament, 


COMJUTTEE-ROOM   NO.    15, 

Where  tlie  meetings  of  tlie  Irish  Tiu rianientary  jiaity  were  lield  to  discuss  the  question  of  Mr.  rarneU's  leadership  after  the  trial  of  the  suit  for 
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And  if  liP  was  so  persuaded, 
lip  would  not  ho  far  wrong. 
][owever  unprofital.ile  may 
be  the  discussions  below 
stairs,  here  there  is  always 
real  progress  made ;  liowever 
meagre  the  sessional  output 
as  far  as  general  legislation  is 
concerned,  here  there  is  ever  a 
rich  harvest  of  achievement. 

The  Committee  system 
of  the  House  of  Commons 
provides  an  interesting  object 
of  study,  whether  it  is  re- 
garded from  the  historical  or 
the  constitutional  standpoint. 
Seeing  it  as  we  do  to-day, 
so  vast  and  comjilex  in  its 
organisation,  so  powerful  in 
its  influence  on  the  life  of 
the  country,  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  that  there  was 
ever  a  time  when  Parliament 
existed  without  its  aid.  Yet 
such  is  certainly  the  case. 
For  a  long  time,  probably 
for  several  centuries,  the 
Legislature  conducted  its 
operations  without  the  de- 
legation of  any  portion  of 
its  duties.  Probably  the 
dawn  of  the  system  was  the 
establishment  of  the  practice  of  going  into  Committee  of  the  whole  House  when  monetary 
matters  were  under  discussion.  This,  however,  was  an  adoption  of  the  princijile  merely  in 
name,  for  the  House  was  constituted  precisely  as  at  other  times,  with  the  exception  that  the 
Speaker  was  replaced  in  the  Chair  by  a  private  member.  The  arrangement  was  resorted  to 
from  motives  of  prudence.  In  ancient  times  the  Speaker  was  more  often  than  not  a  creature 
of  the  King,  a  functionary  who  played  the  part  of  the  spy  and  the  eavesdropper,  rather  than 
of  the  mouthpiece  which  he  was  properly  considered  to  be.  The  ''faithful  Commons"  were 
not  so  faithful  that  they  wanted  every  word  they  uttered  about  the  monarch's  probably 
extortionate  demands  for  subsidies  carried  forthwith  to  the  Koyal  presence  chamber,  so  they 
discreetly  excluded  the  First  Commoner  before  they  approached  their  business.  Gradually  this 
practice  crystallised  into  an  established  and  cherished  usage.  Thus  it  happens  that  to  this 
very  day  the  Speaker  has  to  be  "  got  out  of  the  Chair " — oftentimes  a  long  and  tedious 
process — before  money  matters  can  be  dealt  with. 

Using  the  term  "  Committee "  in  its  wider  and  more  po}iular  sense  of  a  delegated  body, 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  system  had  its  origin  in  the  practice  which  grew  up  ot 
the  two  Houses  conferring  together  for  specific  purposes.  A  certain  number  of  members 
from  each  met,  usually  in  the  old  apartment  of  the  Palace  known  as  the  Painted  Chamber, 
and  discussed  points  at  issue  between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  or  questions  upon 
which  it  was  desii'able  a  common  decision  should  be  arrived  at.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some 
arrangement    of  the    kind    came    into    existence    within    a    comparatively    short   time    of    the 
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separation  of  the  two  Houses. 
But  for  its  formal  recognition 
we    must    come    down    as    far 
as  the  beginning  of   the  six- 
teenth   century.       About    the 
earliest  reference  tliat  can  lie 
found  in  the  journals  is  under 
date  iSIay  otli,  1539,  when   it 
seems    a    Committee    was 
apjiointed   "to  pluck   up  and 
extirpate   the  diversities   con- 
cerning the  Christian  religion 
in     the    kingdom."       Another 
i-ecord,    dated    February    .5tli, 
1544,   relates  to   the   holding 
of     a     conference     at     eight 
o'clock     a.m.      between      "  a 
Committee    of    twelve    Lords 
and    as    many    Commons," 
summoned     to    consider    the 
question      of     altering     '"the 
King's    stile.''        On    the    day 
following  the  meeting  a  bill 
was    sent    up    by    which    it 
was     ordained     that     "  the 
t^tile  of  '  King  of  England, 
l"'rance,    and    Ireland, 
Defender    of    the    Faith, 
y      and    of    the    Church    of 
England,    and    also 
of  Ireland,  in  earth 
the  supreme  Head,' 
shall  be  united  and 
TAPESTHY  IN  THE  TAINTED  cHAjiBEu.  annexed     for     cver 

The.,e  tapestries  ,vere  set  «i>  in  the  reign  of  Cl,..rles  H.,  and  removed  in  1800.  ^^^^^^     ^j^^     Imperial 

crown  of  the  Eealm  of  England."  The  custom,  which  seems  at  first  to  have  been  applied 
to  high  concerns  of  State  oidy,  was  gradually  extended  so  as  to  embrace  matters  which 
touched  what  may  be  termed  the  domestic  life  of  the  House.  One  notable  Committee 
summoned  in  the  reign  of  IMary,  October  6th,  1553,  had  before  it  a  question  of  considerable 
constitutional  interest.  It  seems  that  a  certain  Dr.  Nowell,  a  Prebendary  of  Westminster, 
having  been  returned  as  member  for  Looe,  in  Cornwall,  it  was  debated  whether  as  a  clergyman 
he  was  entitled  to  sit  in  the  House.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  search  for  precedents, 
and  it  reported  in  due  course  against  Dr.  Nowell's  claim,  whereupon  the  House  resolved  that 
the  doctor  "being  represented  in  the  Convocation,  he  cannot  be  a  memlier  of  tliis  House." 
The  worthy  man  was  expelled  accordingly,  and  the  only  satisfaction  be  had  was  in  furnishing 
a  most  interesting  leading  case  for  future  guidance. 

When  we  reach  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  traces  of  the  existence  of  the  Committee  in 
the  Parliamentary  records  are  numerous.  At  the  meeting  of  her  first  Parliament,  on  January  30th, 
1559,  a  Committee  of  twent^v-foin-  members  was  appointed  to  treat  of  a  subsidy.  On  October  30th, 
i'566,  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  was  nominated  to  deal  with  the  delicate  question  of  the 
Queen's  marriage.  In  1571  as  many  as  three  Committees  appear  to  have  been  created.  Two 
were  made   up  of  members   of  the  House  of   Commons,   and  the    third    was    a    body   of   "Privy 
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Councillors  with  otlier^."  The  hist-named  Coiiunittee  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  exaiuiiiing 
into  an  allegation  that  some  members  "  had  received  fees  and  rewards  for  their  voices."  It 
is  satisfactory  to  know  that  it  reported  that  it  "could  not  learn  of  any  member  that  had  sold 
his  voice  in  the  House,  or  any  way  dealt  unlawfully  or  indirectly  iu  that  liehalf."  The  place 
of  meeting  of  Committees  at  this  period  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fixed.  The  Star  Chamber 
seems  to  have  shared  with  the  Painted  Chamlier  the  lidiidur  cif  accommodating  the  delegated 
bodies.  On  one  occasion — in  April,  1571 — the  Temjile  Church  supplied  a  meeting-place. 
Later,  in  the  stormy  times  of  Charles  I.,  (irocers'  Hall,  in  the  City,  accommodated  a  historic 
Committee  of  the   House. 

A  knotty  ]ioint  was  sulimittcd  to  a  ('oniiiiittcc  wliicli  was  .summoned  on  ]\Iarch  iiord, 
1G07,  in  the  reign  of  James  1.  It  was  instructed  t(j  search  for  precedents  under  the  following 
circumstances,  as  recorded  in  the  journals:  "The  Speaker  is  sick,  and  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  choosing  a  Speaker  from  day  to  day.  The  King  nuist  give  leave  and  approve  after 
choice  made."  The  Committee,  after  due  deliberation  and  apparently  fruitless  investigation 
for  precedents  for  dealing  with  so  embarrassing  a  situation,  came  to  the  sensible  conclusion 
tliat  "if  then'  l)e  no  precedent  it  is  tit  to  make  one."  This  solution  of  the  difficulty  was, 
however,  avoided,  for  the  Speaker  having  recovered  from  liis  indisiiosition.  put  in  an  appearance 
at  the  next   sitting,  and  "it  being  Coronation   Day,  the  members  adjourn  and  attend  church." 

\Mien  we  approach  tlie  troubled  period  of  the  l\e\olution.  tlie  Committee  system  is  fovnid  to 
undergo  a  striking  expansion.  blatters  of  privilege  con.stitute  tlie  main  staple  of  the  subjects 
relegated  for  inquiry.  The  many  tlisputed  jioints  affecting  tlie  Royal  jirerogative  came  before 
select  bodies  of  members  for  consideration,  and  out  of  the  decisions  come  to  by  them  some 
of  the  most  momentous  incidents  of  tliose  ^tirrilly■  times  directly  arose.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  the  development  of  the  Committee  system  was  far  from  being  exclusively 
political    in    its    character.     V.'e    read,    under    date    March    20th,    1628,    of  the    appointment    of 
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Committees  for  religion,  courts  of  justice,  grievances,  and  trade.  There  were  st.mding  Committees 
similiar  to  the  Grand  Committees  on  Law  and  Trade  wlucli  are  part  of  the  existing  Parlia- 
mentary- system.  We  have,  in  fact,  a  distinct  foreshadowing  of  the  great  institution  as  we 
know  it  to-day.  Ajijiarently  the  rapid  growth  of  the  system  was  not  altogether  to  the  tastes 
of  some  members,  for  on  .Tune  11th,  1641,  we  have  a  record  of  the  a])pointment  of  a  Committee 
"for  lessening  Committees."  This  attempt  to  put  the  break  on  the  Parliamentary  machine  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  a  brilliant  success.  As  the  years  rolled  by  the  activity  of  Committees 
became,  if  anything,  more  marked.  V/hen  the  struggle  with  the  King  reached  the  acute  stage, 
the  determination  of  many  grave  problems  was  submitted  to  chosen  bodies  of  Parliamentarians. 
One  Committee  was  a]>pointed  "to  consider  the  sequestering  and  seizing  the  estates  of  all  who 
are  or  shall  be  in  war  against  the  Parliament."  Another  body  was  selected  (on  February  Sltli. 
1643)  "to  consider  and  bring  in  an  enumeration  of  those  more  crying  national  sins  for  whiih 
the  nation  hath  not  as  yet  been  humbled  before  God."  The  next  day  a  Grand  Committee  was 
appointed  "to  consider  the  taking  away  the  exercise  of  all  arbitrary  power  in  all  places  and 
preventing  the  exercise  of  the  same  for  the  future."  In  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth 
the  controversies  of  the  day  are  not  less  accurately  reflected  in  the  subjects  dealt  with.  (_)n 
]\Iarch  IDth,  1649,  a  Committee  of  "plundered  ministers"  met  to  deliberate  upon  a  book.  "The 
.Agreement  of  the  People  called  into  Consideration  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Province  of  Lancaster." 
In    1652   a  reference  was   made  to  a  Committee  "to  consider  what  cathedrals  are  fit   to    stand 

and  wliat  are  to  be  pulled 
down."  Then  on  November 
2oth,  16.56,  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee sits  on  the  bill  "for 
uniting  Ireland  into  one 
C  o  m  m  o  n  w  e  a  1 1  h  w  i  t  h 
England."  Finally,  on 
April  4th,  16.57,  we  read  of 
a  report  made  from  "  the 
Committee  appointed  to 
attend  his  Highness,  of  his 
answer,  'That  he  was  not 
alile,  according  to  his  duty 
to  God  and  to  them,  to 
undertake  this  charge  under 
the  title  of  King.'" 

^o  the  records  proceed, 
contributing  those  abstract 
and  brief  chronicles  of 
Parliamentary  life  from  which 
the  historian  draws  his  fiicts. 
and  the  constitutionalist  his 
information.  Early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  we 
emerge  quite  into  the  light 
of  the  modern  system  with 
its  appointment  of  Select 
Comnnttees,  charged  with 
the  functions  of  a  semi- 
judicial  inquiry.  The  great 
financial  mania  popularly 
known  as  the  South  Sea 
Bubble  supplied  the  occasion 
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for  an  inquiry  at  this  early 
period  wliicli  has  left  its  niai'k 
oil  history.  Sitting  in  1721,  the 
Committee  went  exhaustively  into 
the  whole  of  the  incidents  which 
accomjiaiiied  this  extraordinary 
movement,  and  finally  presented 
a  report  which  inculpated  Sunder- 
land, the  Prime  Minister,  Aislabie, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Excliccjuci-. 
Secretary  Craggs,  and  other  pro- 
minent personages  in  the  frauds 
that  had  undoubtedly  been 
practised.  Aislabie  was  expelleil  % 
from  the  House  and  committed  ? 
to  the  Tower  for  his  share  in  5, 
the  transactions.  Sunderland  was 
exonerated  by  his  brother  p)eers 
fi-om  personal  corruption,  but  such 
was  the  feeling  of  the  hour  that 
he  was  compelled  to  resign  office. 
^Nlore  tragic  was  the  fate  of 
Craggs,  who  in  a  fit  of  desperation 
committed  suicide.  Anotherdeath 
traceable  to  the  investigation 
was  that  of  Lord  Stanhope,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  was  so 
incensed  at  a  charge  of  corrup- 
tion brought  against  Ministers 
by  the  Duke  of  Wharton  in  the 
debate  on  the  suliject  in  the 
House   of  Lords    that    he    had   a   fit,    from    which    he    died   the    following    day. 

Another  body,  whose  deliberations  have  been  rendered  historic  by  the  great  picture  by 
Hogarth  in  the  national  collection,  sat  in  1728  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Fleet-Prison  and 
otlier  gaols,  the  ghastly  horrors  of  which  had  oiitraged  the  sentiment  of  even  that  callous 
age.  The  report  of  the  Committee,  laid  before  the  House  on  jNlarch  20th  the  same  year  by 
General  Oglethorjie,  the  chairman,  disclosed  an  astounding  state  of  affairs.  It  showed  that  the 
patent  of  the  office  of  Warden  of  the  Prison  having  been  purchased  early  in  the  eighteenth  century 
for  £5,000  by  Thomas  Bambridge,  that  individual  established  for  himself  a  little  kingdom,  in 
which  he  ruled  with  the  iron  hand  of  the  despot.  When  it  suited  his,  purpose  he  aided  and 
assisted  prisoners  to  escape.  To  facilitate  this  end  he  '•  caused  a  private  door  to  be  made 
tlirough  the  walls  of  the  prison  out  of  the  yard  wliere  the  dogs  are."  He  always  kept  the 
keys  of  this  door  himself,  and  it  was  proved  that  with  his  own  hands  he  let  out  a  notorious 
smuggler  named  Boyce,  who  was  imprisoned  for  defrauding  the  revenue  to  the  extent  of 
upwards  of  £30,000.  Not  infrequently  Bambridge  declined  to  accept  prisoners  even  when 
regularly  committed  by  the  courts  of  law.  He. preferred  that  they  should  be  sent  to  an 
adjoining  sponging-house  belonging  to  himself,  where  they  were  subjected  to  systematised 
extortion.  If  their  friends  were  wealthy,  and  were  willing  to  pay  liberally,  the  detenus  had 
handsome  rooms  placed  at  their  disposal,  with  every  luxury.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  were 
poor  and  friendless,  they  were  banished  to  garrets,  where  they  slept  three  in  one  bed  and  • 
were  almost  starved.  The  horrors  of  the  sponging-house  were  such  that  prisoners  were  glad 
to   purchase   the    "privilege"   of  being   admitted   to   the   prison   if  they   could   by  any   means 


JA1II>,    1H~1     I.M.I     -IVMIOPE, 
Secretary   of  St.ate   in   the   leigQ  of   George 


412 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


raise  till'  iiioiH-v.  If  their  ihniani.r 
was  iiiit  a  liberal  one,  tliev  were 
turned  down  to  tlie  coninion  side, 
and  even  imt  into  irons  ami  incar- 
cerated in  loathsome  dungeons. 

j\lany  instances  were  cited  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Bambridge's 
cruelty.  Captain  John  ^lackpheach-is, 
a  merchant  and  considerable  trader 
in  1720,  being  bound  for  large  sums 
to  the  Crown  for  a  person,  was  after- 
wards ruined  by  tlie  misfortunes  of 
that  year.  lie  was  committed  to 
the  Fleet ;  and  having  paid  his 
commitment  fees,  furnished  a  room. 
Bambridge  demanded  an  extravagant 
price  for  the  accommodation,  which 
Captain  Mackpheadris  refused  to  pay, 
otfei  ing  the  legal  eliarge.  Eambridge 
locked  the  prisoner  out  of  his  room 
and  forced  him  to  lie  in  the  open 
yard  called  "The  ]!are."  Here  the 
Captain  built  himself  a  hut  to 
afford  protection  from  the  weather 
At  night  the  hut  was  pulled  down, 
and  I'lambridge.  although  the 
prisoner  was  unarmed,  attacked  him 
witli  his  sword,  and  was  only  pre- 
vented from  killing  him  liy  soaie 
of  the  other  prisoners  carrying  him 
into  a  room.  Ne.xt  morning  Bam- 
bridge brought  a  detachment  of  soldiers  and  (udeied  the  prisoner  to  be  dragged  out  and  put 
in  great  irons.  These  jiroved  too  small,  so  that  in  forcing  them  on  the  legs  were  nearly  broken. 
The  wretched  jirisoner  lay  without  a  beil.  loaded  with  the  irons,  which  were  so  close  riveted 
that  they  kept  him  in  contimial  tin-tare,  and  e\entaally  caused  the  legs  to  mortify.  By  some 
means  the  prisoner  petitioned  the  judges,  and  Bambridge  was  reprimanded;  l.iut  he  cuiitiimed 
to  keep  his  victim  in  irons  until  six  guineas  vvei-e  paid  him. 

A  systematic  course  of  cruelty  was  also  adopted  by  Bamliridge  tow^ards  another  victim. 
Captain  Sinclair,  who  was  confined  in  a  loathsome  place  called  the  Strong  Koom,  till  he  lost 
the  use  of  his  limbs  and  memory,  and  lietanie  a  human  wreck.  Yet  another  case  was  that 
of  ^Ir.  John  Holder,  a  Spanish  merchant,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Pleet.  This  individual 
had  a  room  which  he  fitted  up  with  his  own  furniture,  and  he  also  luid  with  him  all  his 
books,  accormts,  etc.,  to  the  value  of  about  £'30,000.  I'ambridge  took  possession  of  the  room 
and  its  contents,  and  turned  Holder  over  to  the  common  side.  As  a  direct  consequence  of  the 
cruel  tri>atinent  to  which  the  prisoner  was  subjected  in  his  forcible  removal,  he  lost  his  life. 

The  rejiort  of  the  Committee  contained  various  recommendations  for  dealing  with  the 
infiimous  conduct  of  Bambridge  and  his  accomplices;  and  the  House  of  Commons  resolved 
unanimously  that  "Thomas  ]5a,inbridge,  the  Acting  Warden  of  the  Fleet  Prison,  wilfully 
permitted  several  debtors  to  the  Crown  in  great  sums  of  money  to  escape,  and  hath  been 
guilty  of  the  most  notorious  breaches  of  his  trust,  great  extortions,  and  the  highest  crimes, 
and  hath  arbitrarily  and  unlawfully  loaded  with  irons,  put  into  dimgeons,  and  ojjpressed 
prisoners    under    his    charge,    treating  them    in    a    inor-t     barbanms    and    cruel    manner 
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violation  and  contempt  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom";  also  "'lliat  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  j\Iajesty  that  he  will  be  graciously  ])leased  to  direct  his  Attorney-General 
forthwith  to  prosecute  in  the  most  etifectual  manner  the  said  Thomas  Cambridge  for  his  crimes." 
The  House  ordered  Cambridge  to  be  comnnttcd  to  Newgate,  and  the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant 
accordingly.  A  bill  was  brought  in  by  tieneral  Oglethorpe,  Mr.  Earle,  Lord  Percival,  and  "Sh. 
Hughes  for  disabling  Bambridge  from  holding  the  office  of  Warden  ;  and  another  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  General  Oglethorpe,  -Mr.  Cornwall,  Mr.  Glanville,  and  Mr.  Hughes  for  better  regulating 
the  prison,  and  pireventing  and  pmnishing  arbitrary  and  illegal  practices  of  the  Warden  in  future. 

Monstrous  as  were  the  cruelties  perjietrated  by  Bambridge  in  the  Fleet  Prison,  they 
were  surpassed  in  infamy  by  the  jiractices  of  the  gaolers  of  the  ^Marshalsea  Prison,  into  the 
condtict  of  which  establishment  the  Committee  also  inquired.  A  i)ersonal  examination  of 
some  of  the  ]irisoners  revealed  the  existence  of  a  system  of  torture  of  the  most  atrocious 
description.  On  one  occasion,  a  prisoner  having  tried  to  escape,  the  ruthless  tyrants,  in 
order  to  extort  a  confession  as  to  his  accomplices,  screwed  certain  instruments  of  iron  upon 
his  thumbs,  so  close  that  they  forced  the  blood  out  of  them.  "  After  this,"  proceeds  the 
rep)ort,  "  he  was  taken  to  a  room,  where,  besides  the  other  irons  he  had  on,  they  fixed  on  his 
neck  and  hands  an  iron  instrument  called  a  collar,  like  a  pair  of  tongs;  and  he  being  a 
large  and  lusty  man,  when  they  screwed  the  instrument  close,  his  eyes  were  ready  to  start 
out   of  his    head,   the    blood  gushed  out   of  his  ears  and  nose,   and   he  foamed  at  the   mouth. 

After  these  tortures,  he  was 
confined  to  a  strong  room 
for  many  days,  with  a  \crv 
heavy  jiair  of  irons  called 
sheers  on  his  legs." 

Another  case  was  that 
of  a  prisoner,  not  having 
any  friends  to  support  him. 
who  was  almost  starved  to 
death.  Upon  attempts  to 
escape  he  was  taken  by 
the  keepers,  ch'agged  by  the 
heels,  barbarously  beaten, 
and  put  into  irons.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  gaolers,  for 
their  diversion,  as  they 
called  it.  fixed  on  his  liead 
an  iron  engine  or  instru- 
ment, which  appeared  to  be 
an  iron  scull  cap,  and  screwed 
it  so  close  that  the  blood 
was  forced  out  of  his  ears 
and  nose;  at  the  same  time 
his  tliumbs  were  put  into 
thumb-screws  and  screwed 
tight.  Tlie  miserable  man 
was  eventually  released  and 
put  into  St.  Thomas's  Hos- 
pital, where  he  died. 
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painted,  brings  liome  to  ns  as  even 
this  remarkable  report  of  the 
Commons  Committee  cannot  do,  the 
horrors  of  the  licensed  infernos  into 
which  the  prisoners  of  that  age  were 
shot.  Amazing  as  it  may  seem  to 
our  modei-n  miderstandings,the  strong 
report  of  the  Committee  proved  a 
harmless  bolt.  The  arch-scoundrel 
Bambridge,  after  being  detained  in 
custody  for  a  time  on  charges  of 
murder,  was.  through  some  mysterious 
influence. released,  and  his  companions 
in  iniquity  were  equally  fortunate  in 
escaping  tlie  punishment  they  justly 
merited.  Truly  those  were  the  dark 
days  of  prison  administration. 

^lany  Committees  for  special 
jiurposes  were  held  at  different  periods 
during  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
matters  with  which  they  dealt  were 
largely  jiolitical,  and  the  interest  in 
them  has  evaporated  with  the  lapse 
of  time.  I)Ut  there  were  some  ex- 
ceptions to  this  rule.  For  example, 
a  Committee  which  sat  in  1788  and 
1789  "to  inspect  the  several  houses 
and  other  buildings  immediately 
adjoining  to  Westminster  Hall  and 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  and 
the  offices  thereto  belonging,"  dealt 
with  the  question  of  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  old  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment in  such  a  fashion  as  to  furnish 
many  points  of  attraction  for  those 
wlio  are  interested  in  the  life  and 
history  of  St.  Stephen's.  One  feature 
of  the  Committee  work  which  may 
be  particularly  nientioneil  is  the 
distinct  foreshadowing  of  the 
disaster  which  ultimately  destroyed 
the  old  Palace.  So  impressed  were  they  with  the  danger  of  fire  which  reposed  in  the 
congeries  of  ramshackle  buildings  of  which  the  Palace  consisted,  that  tliey  presented  a  special 
interim  report  urging  the  removal  of  all  private  i-esidences  from  the  precincts  as  an  absolutely 
essential  measure  of  jirecaution.  When  the  time  came  for  them  to  formulate  their  main 
report,  the}'  showed  an  equal  degree  of  prescience  in  sketching  the  outlines  of  a  suitable  home 
for  the  ^Mother  of  Parliaments.  "Your  Committee  cannot  help  thinking,"  they  remarked, 
"that  some  great  and  noble  plan  ought  to  be  adopted,  conformable  to  which  i^ublic  buildings 
should  be  erected,  not  only  substantial  and  convenient,  but  also  of  a  magnificence  suitable 
to  the  dignity  of  this  country."  At  the  instance  of  the  Committee  a  body  of  eminent  artists, 
including  Adam,  Dance,  and  Soane  among.st  others,  was  a]ipointed  to  inspect  the  buildings 
and  make  a  rejiort  upon  them.     The  professional  view  when  forthcoming  was  fully  in  harmony 
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with  the  sentiments  of  the  Committee. 
They  declared  their  astonishment  at  the 
buildings  having  so  long  escaped  the 
danger  of  fire.  They  described  them  as 
•■  unprotected  by  walls  of  either  brick  or 
stone,  connected  and  joined  together  by 
either  boarded  or  lath-and-plastered  iiarti- 
tions;  with  iron  bars  to  defend  the  windows 
of  the  most  consequential  offices,  which 
serve  to  attract  the  lightning,'  to  the 
destruction  of  their  valuable  contents ; 
with  funnels  and  chimneys  running  up  in 
old,  decayed  piers  in  the  very  bosom  of 
these  combustible  materials,  in  many  of 
wliich  fire  from  a  neglected  chimney  might 
consume  the  whole  ;  without  the  possi- 
bility of  bringing  sufficient  water  to  extin- 
guish the  Hanies.  such  aid  being  hitherto 
overlooked  or  deemed  unnecessary,  and 
not  more  than  one  engine  kejit  near  tlie 
most  essential  offices  in  this  kingdom." 
It  is  curious  how  exactly  the  architectural 
experts  divined  the  som-ce  of  the  mischief 
which  was  ultimately  to  lay  the  Palace 
of  Westminster  in  ashes.  As  our  readers  will  remember,  it  was  a  fire  from  a  '"neglected 
chimney"  which  set   the   old   luiilding  in  a  lilaze  and  ultimately  encompassed  its  ruin. 

Of  a  (Iiffer(Mit  type,  and  wider  in  its  range  of  interest  to  this  Committee,  was  a  Parlia- 
mentary body  which  assembled  in  1792  to  inquire  into  the  abuses  attending  the  holding  of 
State  lotteries.  The  investigation  was  directed  towards,  not  the  direct  evils  of  the  lotteries, 
but  against  certain  indirect  evils  which  grew  out  of  them.  People,  not  content  with  the 
gamble  with  which  the  Government  considerately  provided  them,  embarked  on  a  system  of 
betting  on  the  results  of  the  drawings.  These  insurances,  as  they  were  called,  attained  to 
enormous  projiortions.  Offices  were  established  all  over  the  country,  and  every  town  was  over- 
run with  touting  agents  whose  business  it  was  to  introduce  customers  to  their  principals.  The 
evidence  recorded  before  the  Committee  gives  a  singular  glimpse  of  life  in  that  end-of- 
the-eighteenth-century  period.  According,  to  an  official  witness,  the  in>urance  offices  were 
•'generally  marked  by  a  large  number  upon  the  windows,  or  a  green  curtain  or  blind,''  and 
were  cased  with  oak  plank  plated  with  i run  — presumably  so  as  to  lie  able  to  stand  a  siege. 
At  the  door  commonly  stood  a  man  witli  an  alarm  bell,  and  when  any  person  ap})roacheil 
whom  he  had  reason  to  suspect  was  inimical  to  the  busines.s,  he  rang  the  bell  as  a  warning  to 
the  officials  to  escapl^  wliich  tliey  usually  di<l  by  scaling  a  back  wall  or  climbing  to  tlie  roof. 
Occasionally  a  fieri'e  bulldog  was  left  in  the  office,  to  be  released  when  the  myrmidons  of 
the  law  proved  too  pressing  in  their  attentions.  As  a  further  safeguard  the  office-keepers 
never  showed  their  faces  to  a  i-u-tonier.  'llie  applicant  for  an  insurance  presented  himself 
at  a  little  window  in  an  oak  partition  and  olitained  Ids  \ouclier  from  the  man  who  was  sitting 
concealed  from  view  behind.  ^  ery  large  sums,  aniounting  to  several  liundred  pounds,  were 
often  paid  as  the  ]irice  of  insurance  of  a  single  ticket.  The  business,  demoralising  in  itself. 
was  rendered  more  obnoxious  by  the  character  of  the  agents.  Man}'  of  these  individuals  of 
the  poorer  class  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  the  insurances  they  had  collected  to  larger  agents. 
From  them   tliev  would   ultimatelv   receive   the  amounts    to  which   the   more   fortunate   insurers 


'  Tliis  reads  curiously  as  a  professional  oiiiuion  in  these  days,  but,  of  course,  tlie  properties  of  the  liohtniiig  conductor 
were  then  little  known. 
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were  eiititlcil  ;  Init.  iii>ti';iil  of  Imiuliiig  these  sums  over,  tlie  raM-als  (lisaiipearrrl  witli  the  iiinnev. 
It  is  clear  trnni  tin's  tliat  the  "welsher"  is  not  altogether  a  ))ro(luct  of  our  inoilrni  cIn  ihsat  ion. 
Indeed,  there  is  a  remarkable  family  resemblance  between  the  jiroblenis  which  the  investi- 
gating authority  of  1798  was  called  upon  to  solve  and  those  whirh  nnly  this  soMcm  (I'Mrj 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  a  Parlianientary  Committee.  U'he  Lottery  Committee,  it  may 
be  noted,  had  litth'  other  result  than  the  exposure  of  the  mischievous  influences  of  the 
clandestine  lottery  insurance  othce.  It  was  not  until  St;ite  lotteries  themselves  were  snpprc.-sed 
as  a  dangerous  nuisance  that  the  irregularities  which  iornied  the  subject  of  the  17'JH  incjniry 
were  finally  swept  away. 

Long  before  the  nineteenth  cent\iry  was  entered  upon  the  Parlianu-ulary  Commit  tee  .system 
had  settled  into  tlie  groove  in  whicli  it  now  works.  For  the  most  part  the  subjects  dealt 
with  were  of  a  conimoniilace  character,  or  touclied  matters  in  regard  to  which  the  inii-rest  was 
eiihemeral.  An  exception  is  su])plied  by  a  Committee  which  sat  in  the  year  1815  to  consider 
what  was  described  in  the  repoit  a^  a  matter  of  high  importance  as  affecting  the  privileges 
of  members,  and  one  in  regard  to  whicli  they  could  find  nothing  in  the  journals  to  guide 
them,  the  case  being  entirely  of  a  novel  naturi-.  The  cu-cumstances  as  set  forth  were  peculiar. 
In  June,  1814,  Lord  Cochrane  liad  been  indicted  for  conspu-ac\-,  and  was  sentenced  by  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  to  twelve  months'  impri.sonment.  In  July.  1814.  he  was  returned 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  Westminster,  but  remaining  in  jirison  until  the 
following  ]\Jarch,  he  made  his  escape  and  went  to  the  House  before  prayers,  and  took  liis  seat 
on  the  Privy  Councillors'  Bench  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Chair.  Soon  after  Lord  Cochrane 
had    entered  the   House  the    ^Marshal   of  the   King's   Bench   ajipeared   with  two    or  three  of  his 

officers  and  other  assistants,  and 
carried  his  lordship  away  to  prison, 
notwithstanding  a  remonstrance  from 
him,  that  they  had  no  right  to  lay 
their  hands  upon  him  there.  The 
Committee,  after  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  decided  that  the 
privileges  of  Parliament  had  not  been 
violated  so  as  to  call  for  the  inter- 
l)osition  of  the  House  by  any  pro- 
ceedings against  the  ^Marshal  of  the 
Iving's  ])(Mich. 

It  is  imperative  on  all  membei"s, 
excepting  those  in  ad\anced  years, 
to  attend  sittings  of  Committees 
when  summoned.  If  they  absent 
themselves  deliberately,  they  make 
themselves  liable  to  very  serious 
consequences.  It  rarely  happens, 
fortunately,  that  any  coercion  is 
needed  to  bring  a  legislator  to  a 
sense  of  duty.  But  there  is  one 
instance  on  record  of  a  comparatively 
modern  date  which  shows  that  the 
House  is  ready  to  apply  the  severest 
punitive  measm'es  on  occasion.  The 
case  is   that  of  JMr.  Smith   O'Brien, 

From  the  p<uatin,t,,  James  JU...,.r,'.,  J. r.......o.^o/^lcs.r,.Macmilh^ni  who  Came    iuto    violent   Collision    with 

LOUD   COCHRANE,  1           U                  -AT 
The  celebmted  aiilor,  whose  .iction  r>s  one  of  the  memliere  for  Westminsttr  formed  the       ^'^^      HoUSC     lU     MaV,     184G,     for    de- 
subject  of  investigiitiou  by  .1  Select  Committee  in  1S15.  dining   to   serve   on    English   Kailwav 
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Committees,  When 
it  was  made  j^erfectly 
clear  that  the  refusal 
was  deliberate  and 
arose  from  political 
grounds  connected 
with  the  memlier's 
desire  to  participate 
in  the  great  agitation 
that  was  then  in 
progress  in  Ireland 
over  Peel's  Coercion 
Bill,  the  House  by 
vote  gave  'Sh:  O'Brien 
into  the  custody  of 
the  Sergeant-at-Anns. 
By  this  functionai-y 
he  was  conducted  to 
an  improvised  Parlia- 
mentary prison  in 
Old    Palace    Yard. 

Here,  as   he  resolutely  refused  to   purge    his   offence,  he  was   incarcerated   for  some  little  time, 

receiving    meanwhile   the    tribute    of   a    fer\'ent    partisanship    in   the    shape    of   complimentary 

resolutions  j^assed  by  various  public  bodies  and  jiolitical  organisations  in  Ireland. 

At  one  time  the  practice  of  entrusting  important   inquiries  to  a  Committee   of  the  whole 

House  was  much  favom'ed.     For  the  nonce  the   House  became  a  semi-judicial  body,  and  heanl 

counsel,    examined   the   witnesses,  and    discharged    all  the    usual   functions    of  a   court    of    law. 

Amongst    examples   cited    by    Sir    Erskine    ^lay    in    his    great    work    on    Parliamentary    practice 

are   the  inquiries  in   1774    into  the  miscarriage  of  tlie   Fleet   before  Toulon  ;    in    1782  into  the 

want    of  success    of   the    naval   forces    during    the  American  war;    in   1809   into   the  conduct  of 

the    Duke   of    York ; 

in     1810      into      the 

failure  of  tlie  expedi- 
tion  to    the    Scheldt  ; 

and  in  1808  and  181 2 

into  the  operation  of 

the  Orders  in  Council. 

The  custom  which  w.is 

first    adopted    in    tin' 

case    of    StraS'ord's 

Attainder   Bill    wa^ 

ultimately  abandoni'd 

as  too  cumbrous.   Nc  i\v 

the     Royal    Commi^- 

siou,  a  body  appointed 

by   the   Sovereign  on 

tiie     advice     of     his 

^Ministers  and  holding 

its    sittings    apart 

f  r  o  m     P  a  r  1  i  a  m  e  n  t , 

takes     the     place    of  mk.  smith  obriens  isiPRibONMENr. 

these     Committees     of  Passage  to  the  Peers'  Entrance. 
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tlic  wliiik'  House.  An- 
iitlicr  cild  Parliamentary 
iiihtitutjon  which  fell  into 
desuetude  as  tlic  nine- 
teeiith  century  advanced 
was  tlie  system  of  Grand 
Committees,  which,  as 
already  noted,  was  .set  on 
foot  in  1628.  In  recent 
times,  however,  tlic  old 
arrangement  has  lie(>n 
revived  to  a  certain  extent 
by  the  regular  appoint- 
ment every  session  of 
Grand  Committees  to  deal 
with  liills  and  matters 
affect  ing  law  and  trade. 

It  is  unnecessary  to 
follow  the  Committee 
system  in  detail  tlirougli 
the  nineteenth  century. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
period  witnessed  an 
cniirmous  gi-owth  of  the 
number  of  bodies  which 
were  created  every  session 
to  aid  the  work  of  the 
Legislature.  The  last 
great  Parliamentary  in- 
(juiry  was  that  undertaken 
by  the  Select  Committee 
which  sat  in  IS'Jt)  and 
again  in  1897  to  investi- 
gate the  circumstances  of 
the  Jameson  Raid  and  the  complications  which  resulted  from  it  in  South  Africa.  Some  of  the 
most  eminent  members  of  the  House  assisted  at  the  investigation,  including  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach,  Sir  William  Harcourt,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman. 
Since  Warren  Hastings  had  been  impeached  in  the  adjacent  Hall  a  century  before,  there  had 
not  been  a  keener  or  more  widesjjread  interest  displayed  in  any  Parliamentar}''  investigation. 
'I'he  public  excitement  reached  its  culminating  jioint  when  the  late  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  came 
forward  and  submitted  himself  to  examination  on  his  personal  share  in  the  events  which  gave 
rise  to  the  inquiry.  For  several  days  the  world  listened  with,  curious  interest  while  the  South 
African  statesman  set  forth  in  characteristic  w'ay  his  version  of  the  causation  of  the  Raid  and 
of  the  incidents  that  had  attended  and  followed  it.  At  length,  after  sittings  marked  with 
many  dramatic  incidents  and  some  curious  personal  I'iiisodes,  the  Committee  delivered  a  report 
denouncing  the  Raid,  and  apportioning  the  blame  amongst  those  guilty  of  its  inception  and 
executio]!.  A  storm  of  criticism  was  excited  by  the  inquiry,  and  controversy  still  rages  around 
certain  aspects  of  it.  Into  these  matters  it  is  unnecessary  to  examine  here.  It  must  be 
left  to  history,  with  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  facts  than  the  world  at  present  possesses,  to 
pronounce  an  inqjartial  verdict  upon  the  disputed  points.  ^Mcinwhile,  we  may  be  content 
to  take  leave  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  system  with  this  striking  example,  in  which 
we  see  the  power  of  investigation  inherent  in  the  legislative  body  in  its  most  impressive  form. 


t  (I  jihnlo  h)i  Etliolt  d:  Fi-i/,  Bakcv  Sti-at,  IF. 

THE   EIGHT   HON. 

e  great  South  African  statesman,  wlio  gave 


CECIL  J.    RHODES, 
evidence  before  tlie  S.iutli  Afrii 


A  sitting  of  tlie  f:l 


Tin;    SOUTH   AFIilCAX   COMJIITTEK   OP   IXQUIRY. 
rarIi:Lmeiitiii.v  tribunal  ivhich  siit  in  IS'.IG  ami  1S97  to  investisate  the  Janit 


'  CHAPTER    XXXII. 

LORD   CH AX CELLORS— FAMOUS  AXD   INFAMOUS. 

No  record  of  the  life  of  Parliament  would  lie  eomjalete  without  an  account  of  the  Lord 
Chancellorship,  and  of  some  of  tlie  illustrious  men  who  have  filled  that  great  ofhee.  The  most 
historic  and  dignified  position  under  the  Crown,  it  has  attracted  to  itself  in  the  course  of 
the  eight  centuries  of  its  existence  a  mass  of  tradition  which  is  closely  interwoven  with  the 
constitutional  development  of  the  country.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Speakershijx  the  history  of 
the  office  is  stained  with  instances  of  jiersonal  corruption  and  petty  meanness  ;  but  in  times 
of  stress  and  jieril.  as  well  as  in  days  of  peaceful  political  progress,  the  Lord  Chancellor — or 
the  Lord  Keeper,  as  he  was  in  eru'lier  times  styled — has  ever  been  a  splendid  figure,  wielding 
on  occasions  a  power  little  inferior  to  that  of  the  King  himself. 

The  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  is,  by  prescription. 
Prolocutor,  or  Speaker,  of  the  House  of  Lords,  although  in  the  latter  capacity  his  functions  are 
somewhat  of  an  anomalous  and  disconnected  character.  He  is  the  highest  civil  subject  in  the 
realm,  and  upon  State  occasions  takes  precedence,  after  the  Royal  Familv,  of  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects  excepting  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  to  slay  him  is  high  treason.  At  the 
opening  of  Parliament  by  the  King    in  person,  tlie  Lord  Chancellor,  kneeling   upon   one   knee. 

hands  his  ^lajesty  the  speech,  and,  if 
so  desired  by  the  Sovereign,  it  is  his 
duty  to  read  it  to  "  'Sly  Lords  and 
(Tentlemen."  after  the  Commons  have 
been  summoned  to  the  Bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  Occupying  the  oldest 
otfice  in  the  Government,  the  English 
Chancellor  soon  after  the  Norman  Con- 
quest became  a  judicial  ofiieer  of  high 
rank  and  confidential  adviser  of  the 
Soxereign  in  State  aifairs.  At  first  he 
was  styled  the  Chancellor  of  the  King, 
and  Blackstone  states  that  "  he  became 
keeper  of  the  King's  conscience,  visitor 
of  all  hospitals  and  colleges  of  the 
King's  foundation,  and  patron  of  all 
Crown  livings." 

Though  the  oflace  is  now  held  by  a 
lawyer  of  the  highest  distinction,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  originally  an 
ecclesiastic,  and  the  existence  of  the 
office  in  P]ngland,  as  in  other  States  of 
Europe,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  influence 
the  I\oman  Emjiire  had  on  the  consti- 
tution of  modern  nations.  The  last 
Ffomaii- Liiii.-i"-.,!.,  loi  iinahmken.  jirelate  to   fill    the    otfice  of  Lord  Chan- 

AECHBisHOP  WILLIAMS,  LORD  KEEPER  FROM  1621  TO  1025.  cellor   and    Keeper  was  John    Williams, 

The  Lost  prelate  to  occupy  the  wools,ick.  Archbishop    of  Yoi'k  frOIll    1(521    tO    1625; 
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but  the  ecclesiastical  influence  still  pertains  to  the  position 
to  the  extent  of  its  occupant  continuing  to  act  as  patron  to 
a  certain  extent  of  Crown  livings  in  the  Church.  Although 
holding  three  offices,  it  is  as  Lord  Chancellor  that  the 
influence  of  the  holder  of  the  office  is  greatest  and  of 
most  importance.  He  is  President  of  the  highest  Court 
of  Appeal  in  the  land  and  of  the  Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  a  Privy  Councillor,  and  holds  an 
administrative  office,  taking  part  in  the  political  policy  of 
the  Government  of  the  day  as  a  member  of  the  Cabinet : 
yet  when  appointed  to  the  woolsack  he  is  not  necessarily 
a  peer  of  the  realm,  although  the  honour  of  being  ennobled 
now  invariably  follows.  Sir  Kobert  Henley,  who  was  ap- 
pointed in  1757,  was  not  created  a  peer  until  17G4.  ami 
a  little  more  than  a  century  later.  Sir  William  Page  \\'oiiil 
occujjied  the  woolsack  nearly  a  week  before  he  was  sworn 
as  Baron  Hathei'ley.  With  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  is 
combined  that  of  Lord  Keeper ;  but  there  is  now  no  essential 
difference  between  them,  and  few  duties  are  performed  by  the 
latter  ;  but  the  position  confers  all  responsibility  pertaining 
to  it  as  custodian  of  the  Great  Seal.     The  seal  is  used  for 

the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  sometimes  for  Ireland,  under  the  signed  authority  of  the 
Sovereign.  It  legalises  public  documents  of  great  imiaortance,  such  as  writs  to  summon 
Parliament,  treaties  with  foreign  countries,  etc.,  and  although  the  duties  in  connection  with  it 
are  performed  by  the  officers  of  the  Keejjer,  he  is    responsible  for  its  safe  custody. 

As  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords  the  Chancellor  has  an  unimportant  part  to  perform, 
his  duties  being  almost  exclusively  confined  to  mere  formal  proceedings,  and  putting  the 
question  at  the  termination  of  a  debate,  whether  the  "Contents"  or  "Non-contents"  have  it. 
As  a  peer  he  has  only  the  same  rights  as  the  other  peers.  He  does  not  decide  points  of  order, 
the  House  taking  upon  itself  that  duty ;  but  he  has  the  privilege  of  intervening  in  a  debate. 
When  he  exercises  this  right,  stepj)ing  aside  from  the  woolsack,  he  severs  himself  temporarily 
from  his  office  and  takes  his  place  in  the  House  as  a  peer.  He  is  not  as  Speaker  addressed 
in  debate;  the  peer  speaking  beginning  his  address  with  "My  Lords."  In  a  division  the 
Lord  Chancellor  takes  a  j)ait  and  votes  first,  and  if  the  numbers  are  equal  declares  the  "  Non- 
contents  "  have  it,  no  casting  vote  being  exercised,  as  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  salary 
settled  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  combined  offices  is  £10,000  per  annum;  and  upon  retire- 
ment a  pension  of  £5,000  is  enjoyed.     The  holder  of  the  office  must  not  be  a  Eoman  Catholic. 

As  has  been  noted,  the  Lord  Chancellor — or  Lord  Keeper,  as  the  occupant  of  the  office  was 
then  styled — was  in  the  earliest  times  invariably  an  ecclesiastic.  Indeed,  it  was  not  until  the 
period  of  the  Eeformation,  when  with  the  casting  off  of  the  dominion  of  Eome  many  old  links 
were  snapped,  that  the  law  took  the  place  of  the  Church  in  supplying  men  to  have  the  custody 
of  the  Great  Seal,  and  perform  the  more  difficult  task  of  keeping  the  King's  conscience. 
Kunning  the  eye  over  the  list  of  past  Lord  Chancellors,  we  come  across  the  names  of  most 
of  the  great  religious  dignitaries  who  have  left  their  mark  on  mediiEval  English  history. 
Eoger  of  Salisbury,  Thomas  a  Becket,  Walter  de  Grey,  Eichard.  Abbot  of  Evesham,  William 
of  Wykeham,  Simm  of  Sudbm-y,  and  Cardinal  Wolsey  each  in  turn  filled  the  office.  Wolsey, 
the  greatest  of  tie  race  of  ecclesiastical  Chancellors,  was  also  the  last.  His  successor  was  the 
illustrious  Sir  Thomas  Jlore,  a  man  whose  bent  of  mind  and  personal  habits  were  peculiarly 
those  of  the  Churchman  and  of  the  scholar,  liut  who,  nevertheless,  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  lay  liOrd  Chancellor.  Afterwards,  for  a  brief  period  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  "\'I. 
and  of  Mary,  the  old  order  was  restored  in  the  persons  of  Thomas  Goodrich,  Bishop  of  Ely  ; 
Stephen    Gardiner,    Bishop    of   Winchester ;    and    Nicholas    Heath,    Archbishop    of  York.     But 
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witli  the  Mccession  of  Elizabeth  and  the 
appointment  of  Sir  Nicholas  Biieoii  as 
Lord  Keeper,  the  legal  line  was  rt- 
establislied,  never  again  to  b:;  broken, 
excepting  in  the  single  instance,  pre- 
viously referred  to,  of  John  Williams. 
Archbishoi)  of  York,  who  held  the  Great 
Seal  for  four  years  from  I'ilil,  in  tli<' 
reign  of  James  I. 

The  Elizabethan  Lord  Keepers  and 
Lord  Chancellors'  were  perhaps  the  most 
illustrious  of  a  great  line.  They  com- 
prise Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  ;  William  Cecil, 
Lord  Burghley ;  and  Sir  P^-ancis  Bacon — 
a  trio  whose  names  are  indelibly  written 
in  the  annals  of  England.  Their  per- 
sonal histories  are  intimately  blended. 
Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  was  the  father  of  Sir 
Francis  Bacon,  and  he  was  the  brother- 
in-law  of  William  Cecil,  with  whom  he  in 
early  life  was  a  fellow-student  at  Corjjus 
STKPHEN-  GAEDixER,  BISHOP  OF  WINCHESTER.  Christi     Collcge,     Cambridge.      Nicholas 

Bacon  owed  his  advancement  to  high  office  primarily  to  his  family  connection  with  Elizabeth's 
great  Minister,  who  secured  him  the  appointment  of  Attorney  to  the  Court  of  Wards  in  1546, 
and  so  paved  the  way  for  his  elevation  to  the  greater  dignity.  But  he  was  a  man  of  marked 
ability,  and  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  reign  of  Henry  ^'IIL  by  forming  a  scheme  for 
the  creation  of  a  university  for  statesmen  iu  London  out  of  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  State  by  the  Keformation.  His  conversation  was  salted  witli  a  ready  wit  which  commended 
him  to  the  favour  of  his  Eoyal  mistress,  who  above  all  things  loved  a  joke — when  not  at 
her  own  expense.  His  later  years  were  troubled  with  an  exceeding  corpulence  of  habit  which 
rendered  walking  difficult.  Contemporary  writers  show  him  panting  and  puffing  as  he  walked 
to  the  woolsack  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  then,  having  seated  himself  and  recovered  his 
breath,  giving  three  tajjs  with  his  stick  to  signify  that  business  might  commence. 

Lord  Burghley's  connection  with  the  Lord  Chancellorship  constitutes  one  of  the  slenderest 
of  the  titles  which  he  possesses  to  fame.  It  lasted  only  for  a  short  time,  in  1591,  towards  the 
close  of  his  busy  life,  when,  old  and  in  failing  health,  he  had  neither  the  disposition  nor  the 
power  to  take  any  very  active  part  in  public  affiiirs.  It  was  a  little  after  this  period  that 
he  wrote  to  his  son:  '"If  I  may  not  have  leisure  to  ease  my  head,  I  shall  shortly  ease  it  in 
my  grave;"  and  it  was  but  a  few  months  after  handing  over  the  Great  Seal  to  Sir  John 
Puckering,  his  successor,  that  his  secretary  drew  this  piathetic  picture  of  his  condition  : 
"  ^lethinks  he  is  nothing  frighted,  but  lying  upon  his  couch  he  museth  or  slumbereth.  And 
being  a  little  before  supper  at  the  fire,  "I  offered  him  some  letters  and  other  papers,  and  be 
was  soon  weary  of  them  and  told  me  he  was  unfit  to  hear  suits."'  The  aged  statesman,  in 
fact,  could  not  have  been  more  than  in  a  nominal  and  ornamental  sense  Lord  Chancellor, 
because  of  the  serious  decay  of  his  powers  which  is  here  indicated.  Slight,  however,  as  the 
association  was,  Lord  Burghley's  is  a  name  which  confers  such  lustre  on  the  Lord  Chancellorship 
that  it  must  not  be  readily  dispensed  with. 

The  last  of  the  eminent  trio  to  whom  we  have  referred  was  in  some  respects  the  greatest, 
in  others,  the  least.  In  literature  the  name  of  Bacon  has  its  place  with  that  of  Shakespeare 
and  Ben  Jonson  amongst  the  greatest  of  early  English  writers ;  in  the  law  it  figures  in  an 
unenviable  black  list  in  company  with  others  whose    history  we    shall    shortly  have    to  recount. 

'  Historical  Manuscripts;   Hatfield  Papers,  Pai-t  IV.  p.  4. 
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As  in  the  case  of  other  great  men  who  have  a  dubious  past,  Bacon  has  not  wanted  apologists, 
and  all  that  could  be  said  for  him  has  been  well  said ;  but,  despite  the  whitewashing,  the 
essential  fact-  cannot  be  obscured  that,  partly  on  his  own  admission,  he  was  found  guilty  of 
bribery  and  corruption  as  Lord  Chancellor  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
suifered  accordingly.  This  unfortunate  chajrter  in  Bacon's  life  dates  back  to  the  year  1620, 
when  he  was  at  the  zenith  of  his  career.  He  had  just  published  his  great  work,  the  "  Novum 
Organum."  and  had  thereby  won  for  himself  a  European  fame.  In  addition  he  had  been 
created  Baron  Yerulam  and  Viscount  St.  Albans  with  much  Royal  pomp — a  mark  of  honour 
which,  though,  as  jMacaulay  points  out,  posterity  has  resolutely  declined  to  endorse,  is  yet 
indicative  of  the  height  to  which  the  Chancellor  had  climbed.  Fortune  in  every  respect 
seemed  to  favour  him,  when  suddenly  out  of  a  blue  sky  came  a  death-de<aling  bolt,  in  the 
shape  of  accusations  of  bribery  preferred  by  a  Select  Committee  which  had  been  investigating 
the  condition  of  the  Courts  of  Justice.  The  indictment  covered  two  specific  cases.  In  the 
first  a  man  named  Aubrey  was  concerned.     While  waiting  for  the  adjustment  of  a  suit  he  had 


7H^ 


ansion  w.os  anciently  the  town  inn  or  residence  of  tlie  liishops  of  X.irwich,  and  changed  its  name  to  York  Honse  In  the  reign  ot'  yueen 
Mary,  when  Archbishop  Heath  purchased  it  for  the  use  of  that  see.  In  the  reign  of  James  I.,  being  exchanged  with  the  Crown,  it  \v;rs  granted  to 
Geuru'e  Viiliers.  The  water-gate  which  appeal^  in  the  picture  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Victoria  Embankment  Gardens,  adjacent  to  the  Charing 
Cross  Station  of  the  District  Railway. 

pending  in  Chancery,  he  was  told  by  some  of  the  hangers-on  of  the  Court  that  a  present  to 
higb  quarters  would  facilitate  matters.  Taking  the  hint,  Aubrey  went  to  York  House,  where 
Bacon  resided,  and  left  a  hundred  guineas,  which  he  had  borrowed  for  the  purpose  from  a 
usurer.  Tlie  Chancellor  took  the  money,  and  Aubrey  went  away  in  the  expectation  that  all 
would  go  well  with  his  business.  In  this,  however,  he  was  disappointed,  for  shortly  afterwards 
an  adverse  decree  was  registered.  The  second  case  related  to  a  similar  transaction,  only  in  this 
instance  the  douceur  was  £400.  Evidence  was  at  hand  proving  the  charges  up  to  the  hilt. 
In  the  circumstances  the  House  felt  it  had  no  alternative  but  to  take  proceedings  for  an 
impeachment.  The  King  suggested  the  aj^pointment  of  a  special  tribunal  consisting  of 
eighteen  Commissioners  drawn  from  the  two  Houses ;  but  the  Commons  were  not  disjiosed  to 
create  such  a  precedent.  On  jNIarch  19th,  the  same  day  as  the  King's  message  was  read,  they 
called  a  conference  with  the  Lords  and  delivered  the  heads  of  the  impeachment.  "At  this 
c<3nference,"  says  jMacaulay,  '•  Bacon  was  not  present.  Overwhelmed  with  shame  and  remorse, 
and  abandoned  by  all  those  in  whom  he  had  weakly  put  his  trust,  he  had  shut  himself  up  in 
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liis  cliaiiihcr  IVmn  tli(»  eves  nC  men.  The  (li'ject  imi  dT  iniiid  mhhi  ilisdrdcred  liis  hodv. 
l!iicl<iiii,rliani.  ^vlio  visited  Idiii  liy  the  KiiiL;"s  unler,  ■liuiiid  hi>  Iciid-hi]!  very  sick  and  heavy.' 
It  appears  iViiiii  a  |)athetic  h'tter  which  the  unhajipy  iiiaii  ad(h'essed  to  tlie  Peers  on  the  day 
of  the  conference  that  he  neither  expected  nor  wishi^d  to  survive  his  disgrace.  During  several 
days  he  remained  in  liis  lied,  refusing  to  see  any  human  being.  He  passionately  told  his 
attendants  to  leave  him,  to  forget  him,  never  again  to  name  his  name,  never  to  remember 
that  there  had  been  such  a  man  in  the  world."  In  the  meantime  new  charges  of  corruption 
W'cre  daily  being  brought  to  light,  and  an  additional  impetus  was  thereby  being  given  to  the 
preliminaries  for  the  impeacliment.  An  adjournment  of  Parliament  by  the  King  broke  al)rii]itly 
in  upon  tlie  proceedings,  but  when  the  Houses  reassembled  upon  A))ril  17tli  they  entered  with 
redoubled  vigour  upon  the  task  of  investigation.  Bacon,  persuaded  to  that  course  by  liis 
friends,  now  sent  to  the  Lords  a  qualified  confession  of  his  guilt  ;  and.  on  this  being  i-eturned 
as  inadequate,  he  followed  it  up  with  a  more  explicit  document,  in  the  course  of  which  lie 
said  :  ••  L'pou  advised  consideration  of  the  charges,  descending  into  my  own  conscience,  and 
calUng  my  memory  to  account  so  far  as  I  ain  able,  I  do  jjlainly  and  ingenuously  confess  tliat 
I  am  guilty  of  corruption,  and  do  renounce  all  defence."  Upon  receipt  of  this  the  Loi'ds  sent 
a  Committee  to  Bacon  to  inquire  whether  the  confession  was  really  his  own.  "]My  lords,"  said 
Bacon,  "it  is  my  act,  my  hand,  my  heart.  I  beseech  your  lordships  to  be  merciful  to  a 
broken  reed."     There  was  nothing  left  now  but  to  pass  sentence.     This  was  done  the  next  day 

in  the  absence  of  Bacon,  who 
was  too  ill  to  attend.  The 
erring  Loi'd  Chancellor  was 
mulcted  in  a  fine  of  i4().0!)0, 
was  ordered  to  be  imprisoned 
in  the  Tower  at  the  King's 
pleasure,  was  declared  incap- 
able of  holding  any  office  in  the 
State  or  of  sitting  in  Parlia- 
ment, and,  as  a  final  touch,  was 
banished  from  the  Court.  Pros- 
trate with  shame  and  broken  in 
liealth,  Bacon  was  conveyed  to 
the  Tower,  to  be  released  two 
days  later  Viv  tlie  King's  orders. 
Subsequently  the  fine  was 
remitted  and  the  decrees  of 
exclusion  and  banishment  an- 
nulled ;  but  Bacon  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  years  in  retire- 
ment, supporting  a  somewhat 
troubled  existence  on  a  pension 
of  .11.200  a  year  allowed  him 
by  the  Government.  He  ex- 
pired on  Easter  Day,  1626,  at 
Highgate,  from  the  results  of 
a  chill  caught  while  travelling 
to  London.  Li  his  will  he  left 
an  appeal  to  the  judgment  of 
posterity  at  once  pathetic  and 
iiroiihetic — "  For  mv  name  and 

LOUD   KEEPEK  CuVEXTKY,  ^        ^  ^      , 

memorv  1    leave   it    to    men  s 

of  Ch,arles  I.,  was  entrusted  with  the  GrKit  Seal  in  succession  to  Willianis, 

Bishop  of  Lincoln  (aftevwaids  Aiciibisiiop  of  York).  charitalile     speeehe.s,     and    to 


.  lkcpa.nu,,a  .«  'kc  i\,.(,c„«(  PC.  t.aU  GalUn,  h,j  Paul  ("a,,  Somcr. 

FEANCIS   BACOX,    BAROX   VERULAJt  AND   VISCOUNT   ST.   ALBANS 
The  illustrious  philosophe.-,   essayist,  a.d  statesman.       He   was  appointed  Lord  Keeper  in  1617,  ani  Lord  Chancello 

s  dismissed  from  office  for  bribery  and  corniption. 
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JOHN-   FINCH,    hOUD   FIKCH   OF  FOKDWICK 
Loiil  Chancellor  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 


foi'fiirii  nation.^,  and  to  the  next  age."  The  ex- 
pectation of  iiosthuinous  fame  here  indicatcil 
has  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  While  the 
great  man's  errors  are  for  the  most  pail  for- 
gotten, his  literary  reputation  i-ises  steadily 
higlier  as  one  generation  succeeds  another. 

When  Bacon  was  evicted  from  office, 
his  j)lace  was  filled  by  John  Williams, 
liishop  of  Lincoln,  who,  after  holding  the 
seals  for  four  years,  handed  them  over  to  Sir 
Thomas  Coventry.  This  worthy  was  a  lawyer 
of  distinction  who  had  filled  the  posts  of 
Recorder  of  the  ('ity  of  London  and  of 
Solicitor-! icneral.  It  was  his  lot  to  occu])y 
the  woolsack  during  the  stormy  period  of 
the  constitutional  struggle  between  Charles  I. 
and  his  Parliaments.  Li  th(^  many  contro- 
\ersies  which  arose  at  the  time,  he  exercised 
a  moderating  influence.  But  he  took  a 
strong  line  against  the  encroachments  of 
l^uckingham,  and  might  have  gone  farther 
in  a  popular  direction  had  not  death  put  a 
period  to  the  favourite's  ambitious.  Sir 
Thomas  Coventry  (then  Baron  Coventry)  him- 
self did  not  live  to.  see  the  tragic  issue  of 
the  constitutional  contest.  He  died  at  Durham 
Hou.se,  in  the  Strand,  in  1G4().  Sir  John  Finch,  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  and  Sir  Richard  Crane 
were  his  immediate  successors,  their  united  term  of  office  extending  over  eight  years. 

During  the  Commonwealth  the  Cireat  Seal  was  put  in  commission.  When  next  the 
office  was  filled,  it  was  with  no  less  a  jiersonage  than  Edward  Hyde,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  the 
historian  of  the  Ci\il  ^^"ar.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  this  great  man  received  his 
appointment  three  years  before  he  was  aide  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  The 
circumstance  arose  through  his  fidelity  to  the  Stuart  cause.  When,  as  far  as  the  struggle  with 
Charles  I.  was  concerned,  all  was  lost  save  honour,  he  fled  to  the  Continent  and  remained  in 
exile  in  Holland  until  the  Restoration.  In  1657,  while  he  was  at  Bruges,  Charles  II.,  in 
anticipation  of  his  early  return,  with  the  generosity  which  he  always  showed  when  the  giving 
away  did  not  cost  him  much,  conferred  the  Lord  Chancellorship  upon  Hyde.  The  compli- 
ment was  probably  the  fruits  of  the  intimate  tie  which  bound  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the 
King  by  the  marriage  of  liis  daughter,  Anne,  with  the  monarch's  brother,  the  Duke  of  York. 
Whether  so  or  not,  it  drew  down  upon  Hyde  a  great  amount  of  jealousy,  and  almost  as  soon 
as  he  had  got  into  office  prompted  formidable  intrigues  against  his  authority.  Matters  came 
to  a  head  in  July,  1663,  when  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  the  leader  of  the  Roman  Catholic  party, 
brought  forward  a  formal  motion  in  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  Lord  Chancellor's  impeach- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  by  slanderous  reports  as  to  the  King's  life  and  by  proposals  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  England,  he  was  seeking  to  alienate  from  the  Sovereign  the  affections  of 
his  people.  After  the  articles  of  impeachment  had  been  presented,  the  Duke  of  "i'ork. 
Clarendon's  son-in-law,  got  up  in  his  2)lace  and  cut  short  the  proceedings  by  intimating  that 
it  was  the  King's  wish  that  the  impeachment  should  not  proceed. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  proceedings  in  the  ensuing  session,  but  even  less  success 
attended  it  than  the  earlier  venture.  Clarendon's  enemies,  however,  were  not  to  be  denied  in 
this  fashion.  ReinfoiTed  by  the  powerful  aid  of  Lady  Castlemaine,  the  King's  mistress, 
between  whom  and  Hvde  there  was  deadlv  enmitv,  and  aided  bv  the  disastrous  trend  of  events 
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connected  with  the  I)uteh  mid  under  I)e  Kuvter,  the  intriguers  in  June,  1G67,  secured  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  dismissal,  and  the  appointment  in  his  stead  of  ^ir  Orlando  Bridgeinan.  The 
stroke  was  followed  in  October  of  the  same  yeai-,  when  Parliament  re-assembled,  by  an  impeach- 
ment of  the  disgraced  Minister  in  regular  form.  A  formidable  list  of  charges  was  comprised 
in  the  articles  of  impeachment.  Clarendon  was  accused  of  advising  the  King  to  disestablish 
Parliament,  and  to  govern  by  a  military  power,  to  have  caused  divers  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
to  be  imprisoned  in  remote  garrisons  to  prevent  them  from  securing  the  benefit  of  the  law ; 
to  have  corruptly  sold  offices ;  to  have  farmed  the  Customs  at  unduly  low  rates  ;  to  have  advised 
and  effected  the  sale  of  Dunkirk  to  the  French  King  for  no  greater  value  than  the  ammunition, 
artillery,  and  stores  were  worth ;  and  to  ha\e  deluded  and  betrayed  the  King  and  nation  in 
foreign  treaties  and  negotiations  relating  to  the  late  war,  and  to  have  betrayed  his  secret 
counsels  to  the  King's  enemies.  Behind  the  indictment  was  a  great  force  of  public  indignation 
aroused  by  the  humiliating  position  to  which  the  nation  had  been  reduced  by  the  gross 
mismanagement  and  culpable  neglect  of  Ministers.  IMoreover,  though  the  specific  charges 
were  in  some  instances  exaggerated  and  distorted  by  partisanship,  there  was  behind  them  a 
sufficient  amount  of  justification  in  fact  to  give  them  on  their  own  merits  an  effective  force. 
Clarendon  was  not  slow  to  see  the  peril  of  his  position.  Xot  desiring  to  figure  as  another 
Strafl'ord  in  history,  he.  while  the  articles  of  impeachment  were  being  debated,  withdrew  to  the 
Continent,  leaxing  behind  an  elaborate  written  defence  of  his  conduct.  His  flight  was  inter- 
preted unfavourably  by  his  brother  peers.  They  framed  a  bill  for  his  banishment,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  eventually  be- 
came law.  This  marked  the 
end  of  Clarendon's  political 
career.  Accejiting  his  exile 
with  calm  p)hilosophy, 
strengthened  probably  by  his 
earlier  experiences  of  banish- 
ment, he  devoted  the  six 
remaining  years  of  his  life  tu 
the  production  of  his  "  His- 
tory of  the  Grand  Kebellion." 
His  death  occurring  at  Kouen 
in  1674,  his  body  was  brought 
to  England  and  interred  in 
Westminster  Abbey. 

Two  years  before  Claren- 
don had  passed  away,  another 
man,  who  has  left  behind  him 
a  great  name  in  the  history 
of  the  Stuart  period,  had 
ascended  to  tlie  woolsack. 
This  was  Anthony  Ashley 
Cooper,  first  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury. Cooper  owed  his  position 
to  Charles  II.,  whose  favourable 
notice  he  had  attracted  as  a 
member  of  the  dejjutation  of 
members  of  Parliament  which 

went  over  to  Holland  to  invite  r      „  ,  ,.  „     ,         ,    , 

Ills     return.       But      he     was  edward,  baron  Littleton  op  mouxslow, 

endowed  with    excellent    parts,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  in  the  Ciyil  War  period. 
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!ind  stood  in  no  need  of  Royal  sup[)oi-t  to  advanc(>  liis  claims.  In  the  House  of  Commons  lie 
enjoyed  for  many  years  a  great  rejmtation  as  a  speaker.  Westminster  Hall  knew  hiin  as  a 
brilliant  lawyer.  He  was  generally  regarded  as  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  skill 
ill  i)ui)lic  aH'airs.  His  tenure  of  the  Lord  Chancellorship  justified  these  higli  opinions  to  the 
iuU.  In  those  eventful  closing  days  of  Charles  H.'s  reign,  when  constitutional  governnit-iit 
was  in  greater  danger  than  at  any  period  since  the  days  of  Charles  I.,  he  took  a  liold 
stand  on  the  popular  side.  The  opportunity  of  showing  his  spirit  occurred  very  soon  after  he 
had  accepted  the  Great  Seal.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  1673  the  question  was  raised 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  Declaration  of  Indulgence,  extending  toleration  to  Roman  Catholics 
and  Nonconformists,  which  the  King  on  his  own  initiative  had  issued  a  short  time  previously. 
Charles,  in  his  speech  to  the  Houses,  having  declared  his  intention  to  adhere  to  the  document, 
a  debate  arose  in  the  House  of  Commons  terminating  in  the  adoption  of  an  address  to  the 
King  calling  in  question  his  action.  Charles  replied  exjiressing  regret  that  the  House  should 
question  his  ecclesiastical  prerogatives,  w^hereupon  the  Commons  passed  a  second  address,  denv- 
ing  in  plain  and  emphatic  language  the  King's  right  to  suspend  any  law.  On  receipt  of  the 
second  address,  Charles,  in  dudgeon,  went  to  the  House  of  Lords  to  complain  of  the  addresses. 
At  his  instigation  Lord  Clifford,  the  Lord  Treasm-er  and  the  head  of  the  Cabinet,  got  up.  and 
under  cover  of  a  r-esolution  in  favour  of  "  establishing  a  perpetual  fund  in  order  to  advance 
the  prerogative  and  render  Parliament  inconsiderable,"  inveighed  against  the  action  of  the 
Commons  on  the  declaration,  styling  their  vote  monstrum  horrendum  ivigens.  Shaftesbury 
had  been  given  an  opportunity  of  perusing  the  speech  beforehand,  on  the  assumption  that  he 
would  su[)poit  it  with  his  \oice  and  authoiity.  Great  was  the  consternation,  therefore,  when, 
instead  of  blessing  the  pio])osals,  he  delneied  a  strong  argumentative  speech  in  opposition  to 
the  \ie\\s  elucid  ited      He  showed    tint   (  hffoid  s    propositions  "  were  extravagant,  that  what   he 

aimed  at  would  end  in  confusion,  and  the  ruin 
of  the  Government,  that  it  might  perhaps 
send  the  Royal  Family  abroad  again  to 
spend  their  lives  in  exile  without  hope  of 
return."  "All  which  he  spoke,"  adds  the 
rlironicler,^  "with  so  much  spirit  and  sliar[)- 
Mcss  that  lie  confounded  the  Court  counsels." 
■  What  a  rogue  have  you  for  a  Lord  Chan- 
''•llor!"  whispered  the  enraged  Duke  of 
V.irk  to  the  King.  '•  Od's  fish!"  retorted 
his  .'Majesty,  "what  a  fool  have  you  for  a 
Lord  Treasurer!"  The  Lord  Chancellor's 
speech  clinched  the  matter.  Charles  dis- 
creetly withdrew  his  declaration. 

As  may  be  gathered  from  the  little 
colloquy  related  above,  there  was  no  hne  lost 
between  Shaftesbury  and  the  Duke  of  York. 
In  truth,  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  at 
any  pains  to  conciliate  the  Prince.  His  atti- 
tude is  well  illustrated  by  a  little  incident 
which  occurred  when  he  had  to  preside  over 
the  first  sitting  of  the  House  of  Lords.  By 
custom  the  seat  on  the  left  of  the  throne 
was  appropriated  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
that  on  the  right  to  a  prospective  Prince  of 
Wales.  But  the  Queen  having  proved  barren, 
the  Duke  crossed  over  and  occupied  the 
rarliamentarv  Debates,  16G8-1741. 


LUWAKU  H\D1.,  LAKL  Ol;  CLAKLNDO>, 
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his  daughter,  Anue  H.vde,  with  the  Duke  of  York  he  Ijecjmi 
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chair  on  the  right  as  the  lieir  to  the  throne.  Shaftesbury,  seeing  the  position  he  was  occupying, 
told  him  that  his  proper  position  was  on  the  left.  The  Duke  manifested  an  unwillingness  to 
accept  the  hint,  whereupon  .Shaftesbury  said  that  he  would  not  proceed  with  business  until  the 
House  was  in  form.  The  Prince  yielded  to  the  inevitable,  but  as  he  passed  the  Lord  Chancellor 
he  exclaimed  in  passionate  tones,  "My  lord,  j'ou  are  a  rascal  and  a  villain."  Shaftesbury,  with 
unmoved  countenance,  turned  to  him  and  observed  with  mock  courtesy,  "I  am  much  oliliged  to 
your  Koyal  Highness  for  not  calling  me  likewise  a  coward  and  a  papist." 

Towards  the  King,  Shaftesbury  maintained,  for  a  time  at  least,  an  attitude  of  loyal 
devotion.  His  speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament  in  the  session  of  1672-3  was  couched  in 
a  strain  of  high-flown  eulogy.  "Let  us,"  he  said,  "bless  God  that  hath  given  this  King 
signally  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  most  particularly  of  this  Parliament,  who  in  affection 
and  loyalty  to  their  Prince  have  exceeded    all  their  predecessors;   a  Parliament  with  whom  the 

King  hath  for  many  years  lived  with  all  the 
caresses  of  a  happy  marriage.  Has  the  King 
had  a  concern,  you  have  wedded  it.  Has 
his  Majesty  wanted  supplies,  you  have 
readily,  cheerfully,  and  fully  provided  for 
them.  You  have  relied  upon  the  wisdom  and 
conduct  of  his  INlajesty  in  all  his  affairs,  so 
that  you  have  never  attempted  to  exceed 
your  bounds  or  to  impose  upon  him.  .  .  .  And 
let  me  say  that,  though  this  marriage  be 
according  to  Moses's  law,  where  the  husband 
can  give  a  bill  of  divorce,  put  her  away, 
and  take  another,  yet  I  can  assure  you  it  is 
as  imjiossible  for  the  King  to  part  with  this 
Parliament  as  it  is  for  you  to  depart  from 
that  loyalty,  affection,  and  dutiful  behaviour 
you  have  hitherto  showed  towards  him." 

Shaftesbmy's  smooth  words  were  followed 
by  action  which  showed  that  he  was  not 
content  to  fill  the  role  of  a  courtier.  As 
he  had  earlier  in  the  year  heartily  supported 
the  Test  Act,  which,  by  compelling  all  persons 
holding  positions  of  profit  under  the  Crown 
to  receive  the  Sacrament  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  had  forced 
the  retirement  of  Clifford  and  the  Duke  of 
"i'ork  with  other  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  party,  so  now  he  leaned  towards  the  side  of  those  who,  from  a  desire  to  maintain  the 
Protestant  succession,  opposed  the  King's  demand  for  fresh  subsidies  to  conduct  the  war  then 
being  prosecuted  against  the  Dutch.  This  ensured  Shaftesbury's  downfall.  After  Charles  had 
prorogued  Parliament  in  anger,  he  dismissed  his  Lord  Chancellor,  transferring  the  seals  to  Sir 
Heneage  Finch.  Later  Shaftesbury  threw  himself  with  zeal  into  the  cause  of  the  popular  party, 
and  was  foremost  amongst  those  who  were  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  great  consti- 
tutional changes  which  preceded  and  accompanied  the  Revolution  of  1688.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
follow  his  career  in  detail,  but  one  notable  incident  in  which  he  figured  after  he  resigned  the 
seals  may  be  mentioned  as  an  indication  of  the  influence  he  wielded  at  this  critical  period  in 
English  history.  This  was  the  delivery  of  a  remarkable  speech  in  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords 
in  1675  on  a  question  of  privilege  arising  out  of  the  assertion  by  the  Peers  of  a  right  to 
summon  before  them  in  a  judicial  proceeding  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  of  the 
denial  by  the  Commons  of  the  existence  of  any  power  by  which  the  Lords  could  receive  appeals 
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from  a  court  of  equity.  Shaftesbury  stood  up  boldly  for  the  rights  of  the  Upper  House,  claiining 
that  aristocratic  institutions  were  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  popular  government.  From 
a  defence  of  this  principle  he  launched  into  an  attack  on  the  high-flown  doctrines  of  regal 
infallibility  then  current.  "  This  Laudian  doctrine  (divine  right),"  he  said,  "  is  the  root  that 
produced  the  Bill  of  Test  last  session,  and  some  very  perplexed  oaths  that  are  of  the  same 
nature  with  that  and  yet  imposed  by  several  Acts  of  this  Parliament.  In  a  word,  if  this 
doctrine  be  true,  our  Magna  Charta  is  of  no  use ;  our  laws  are  but  rules  amongst  ourselves 
during  the  King's  pleasure.  ^Monarchy,  if  of  divine  right,  cannot  be  bounded  or  limited  by 
human  laws;  nay,  what  is  more,  cannot  bind  itself;  and  all  our  claims  of  right  bv  the  law,  or 
of  constitutional  government,  all  the  jurisdiction  and  privilege  of  this  House,  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  all  the  properties  and  liberties  of  the  people,  are  to 
give  way  not  only  to  the  interest,  but  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Crown."  Further  on 
in  his  speech  Shaftesbury  boldly  proclaimed  the  right  of  resistance  to  arbitrary  authority  in 
terms  which  allowed  of  no  misconception.  A  great  sensation  was  prcuhn-ed  liv  the  harangue. 
Not  only  did  it,  in  the 
words  of  a  contemporary 
writer,  throw  the  House 
of  Lords  "  into  a  flame," 
but  it  produced  a  marked 
imjiression  on  the  out- 
side public,  whose  minds 
were  being  excited  to  a 
dangerous  pitch  by  the 
growing  despotism  of  the 
Crown.  Charles  so  little 
liked  the  sjieeeh  that  he 
prorogued  Parliament  to 
prevent  further  mischief. 
Shaftesbury's  subse- 
quent political  career  was 
in  strict  kee2:)ing  with  the 
jirinciples  enunciated  in 
his  remarkable  utterance 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 
He  determinedly  opposed 
the  encroachments  of  the 
King,  and  as  resolutely 
upheld  the  Protestant 
succession.  which  he 
looked  upon  as  indispens- 
able to  peaceful  consti- 
tutional government. 
After  battling  strenuously 
and  brilliantly  for  the 
popular  cause,  he  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  re- 
actionary influences  which 
swept  over  the  country 
after  the  sitting  of 
Charles's  third  Parlia- 
ment at  Oxford  in  1681. 
He    was    arrested     on    a  wr2toi675. 
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llUNEAliK    Fl.NCH,    LORD   \(illl\(   II  \M 
Lord  Chancellor  from  lbT5  to  1682 

Finch,  Lord  Nottingham.  This  ahlp 
afterwards  Lord  Guilford,  was  ajipointed 
the  Law  Courts,  and  his  name  stands 
high  in  the  annals  of  the  law.  But  lie 
was  in  failing  health  when  he  won  his 
promotion  to  the  woolsack,  and  dying  on 
September  5th,  1685,  less  than  three 
years  after  his  appointment,  he  has  left 
but  small  mark  on  the  history  of  the 
great  office  he  filled.  Not  so  his 
notorious  successor,  Jeffreys.  On  the 
great  roll  of  Lord  Keepers  anil  Lord 
Chancellors  there  is  no  name  which 
has  been  more  e.xecrateil,  or  to  wliicli 
is  attached  more  sinister  memories.  A 
blustering,  hectoring  judge,  utterly  devoid 
of  scruple,  and  merciless  as  he  was  un- 
fair, he  was  the  chosen  tool  selected  by 
James  II.  to  wreak  vengeance  on  the 
wretched  victims  of  Jlonmouth's  abort i\e 
rising.  How  he  conducted  the  Bloody 
Assize  in  the  West  Country,  mocking 
the  unfortunate  prisoners  as  he  consigned 
them  wholesale  to  the  gallows,  is  a  well- 
remembered  dark  page  of  English  history. 
Unenviable  as  is  the  distinction  which 
this    episode    enjoys    in    the    records     of 


rliarge  of  high  treason,  Init  the  grand  jiiiy 
"I  -Middlesex —men  of  his  own  way  of  political 
ilihiking — threw  out  the  bill,  and  he  was  set 
it  liberty.  Dryden  ba.sed  upon  the  incident 
Ms  .satire  of  Absalom,  and  Aclntophei.  In 
tliis  Shaftesbury  is  described  in  these  well- 
known  lines  :  — 

Fur  close  designs  and  crooked  councils  fit ; 

Sagacious,  bold,  and  turbulent  of  wit  ; 

llestless,  unfixed  in  principles  and  place : 

In  power  unpleased;   impatient  of  disgrace; 

A  fiery  soul,  which  worketh  out  its  way, 

Fretted  the  pigmy  body  to  decay, 

And  o'er  informed  the  tenement  of  clay. 

A  daring  pilot   in  extremity ; 

Pleased  with  the  danger  when  the  waves  ran  high, 

lie  sought  the  storms;  but,  for  a  calm  unfit, 

Would  steer  too  nigh  the  sands  to  show  his  wit. 

Dryden's  mordant  verse  stimulated  the  Tory 
fervour  against  Shaftesbury.  The  machina- 
tions against  him  were  prosecuted  with  re- 
doubled vigour,  until,  alarmed  for  his  safety, 
lie  fled  to  Holland,  where  death  put  an  end 
to  his  career  on  January  22nd,   1683. 

As     has    been    noted,    the     seals     were 

transferred    from     Shaftesbury    to    Heneage 

lawyer    held    office    until    1682,    when    Francis    North, 

Ijird    Keeper.      North   had  had  a    splendid    career   in 
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injustice,  it  was  this  degrading  work 
which  was  the  direct  cause  of 
Jeffreys's  elevation  to  the  Lord 
Chancellorship.  Keturning  fmin  his 
circuit,  liis  ruthless  work  accom- 
plished, Jeffreys  called  at  Windsor, 
where  James,  deliglited  at  the 
thoroughness  with  which  his  wishes 
had  been  carried  out  ("  taking  into 
account  his  royal  consideration,  the 
many  eminent  and  faithful  services 
which  the  Cliief  Justice  had  rendered 
the  Crown"),  appointed  him  to  the 
woolsack  on  September  28th,  1685. 
The  opening  of  Parliament  on 
November  9th  saw  Jeffreys  occupy- 
ing the  coveted  seat  of  honour  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  Good  fortune 
seemed  to  bring  out  those  insolent 
qualities  in  his  nature  which  made 
his  name  a  byword  in  the  courts  of 
justice.  \Vhen.  on  November  18th, 
it  was  proposed  by  the  Bishop  of 
London  to  take  the  King's  speech 
into  consideration,  he  delivered  a 
hectoring  harangue  in  opposition, 
distributing  personalities  with  a  free- 
dom which  suggested  that  drink,  to 
which  he  was  prone,  had  loosened 
his  tongue.  For  once,  however,  he 
had  overshot  the  mark.  A  proper 
indignation  was  excited  amongst  the 
assembled  peers  by  the  display,  and  before  the  sitting  closed  Jeffreys  was  compelled  to 
tender  an  abject  apology  for  his  conduct.  But  he  was  too  high  in  Eiiyal  favour  for  a 
temporary  check  like-  this  to  affect  his  position.  Later  months  found  him  brutally  active 
and  aggressive  in  executing  the  despotic  decrees  of  the  King.  He  played  a  leading  part 
in  the  historic  expulsion  of  the  Fellows  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  for  declining  to 
accept  the  King's  Roman  Catholic  nominee  to  the  presidentship  of  the  college.  As  head 
of  the  board  of  regulators  created  by  the  infatuated  monarch  to  ensure  the  election  of 
a  Parliament  which  would  bend  to  his  will,  he  also  assisted  actively  in  the  pi-oceedings 
which  led  up  to  the  issue  of  the  second  Declaration  of  Indulgence,  and  precipitated  the 
final  crisis.  When  at  last  the  crash  came,  he  was  found  sharing  James's  company  at 
Whitehall,  taking  with  him  there  the  Great  Seal.  This  emblem  of  office  was  surrendered 
to  the  King,  and  when  the  monarch  made  his  pusillanimous  flight  on  the  night  of 
December  11th  he  carried  iL  off,  dropi)ing  it  into  the  Thames  as  he  crossed  to  the  Lambeth 
shore  at  the  j)oint  where  the  Horseferry  Bridge  now  stands.  j\Iean while  Jeffrey's,  with  a  vivid 
consciousness  of  the  personal  danger  to  himself  that  threatened  in  the  changed  conditions, 
donned  the  disguise  of  a  sailor,  and  concealed  himself  on  board  a  vessel  at  V/apping,  with 
intent  to  put  the  Channel  between  him  and  his  enemies  at  the  earliest  jiossible  moment. 
All  would  probably  hnxe  been  well  had  not  he  in  a  rash  moment  ventured  ashore  to  satisfy 
Iiis  craving  for  drink.  While  in  the  bar  of  the  Red  Cow  Inn,  near  King  Edward's  Stairs,  he 
was  recognised  by  a  scrivener  who  had  suffered  through  a  decision  he    had  given    in    an  action 
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bvouirht  in  his  Court.  The  man  raised  an  outcry.  In  a  trice  an  excited  crowd  gathered,  and 
would  have  severely  mauled  the  ex-Chancellor  had  not  a  body  of  train  bands  rescued  him  and 
taken  him  to  the  City.  Jeffreys  was  conveyed  by  his  captors  before  the  Lord  jMayor.  and  that 
worthy  was  so  overcome  by  the  unexpected  sight  of  the  once  all-powerful  Chancellor  in  tlie 
hands  of  inen-of-arms,  like  any  common  malefactor,  that  he  fell  down  in  a  swoon.  Thereafter, 
at  his  own  request,  Jeffreys  was  taken  to  the  Tower.  There  he  remained  until  April  18th 
following,  when,  weighed  down  with  anxiety  and  the  effects  of  his  intemperate  living,  he  expired. 

For  four  years  from  the  death  of  Jeffreys  the  Great  Seal  remained  in  commission.     When 
ni'Xt   an  appointment  was  made,  the  choice  fell  upon  John,  Lord  Soniers.     Aniiing>t  the  ]iolitical 


!-;/  A.  D.  J/fC«i 

JAMES  II.   DROPPING   THE   GREAT   SEAL    IXTO   THE   THAMES. 
One  of  the  two  occjisions  in  history  in  which  the  Lord  Clmncellor's  emblem  of  office  \v<as  made  away  witjj. 

figures  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  there  is  hardly  one  which  is  more  attractive  than 
"the  gentle  Somers."  In  an  age  when  corruption  was  a  venial  failing  in  a  public  man  he 
bore  an  unblemished  reputation.  He  was  something  of  a  scholar,  and  in  his  younger  days, 
before  the  law  claimed  his  undivided  allegiance,  wrote  some  elegant  verse,  and  was  responsible 
for  several  spirited  translations  of  the  classics.  As  a  lawyer  he  early  achieved  a  great  reputation. 
Only  his  youth  prevented  his  being  selected  as  the  junior  counsel  for  the  defence  at  the  trial 
of  the  seven  bishops.  Subsequently  he  was  chosen  by  the  Convention  Parliament  as  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  conference  with  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  question  of  the  accession 
of  William  and  ]\Iary,  and  made  a  notable  speech  to  the  assembly.  His  rise  to  high  official 
position  was  directly  due  to  the  skill  he  showed  on  that   occasion.      The  King   appointed   him 
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almost  iininediately  Solicitdr-General,  and  in  l(i93  lie  was  iiroinoted  to  the  jjost  of  Lord 
Keeper,  the  higher  rank  of  Lord  Chancellor  being  conferred  on  liim  two  years  later.  A  pleasing 
sketch  of  him  at  this  jjeriod  is  given  by  a  contemporary  writer  in  a  survey  of  the  leading 
cliaracters  of  the  time.  Somers,  he  said,  "has  gained  such  a  re2)utation  of  honesty  with  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  England  that  it  may  be  said  very  few  JNIinisters  in  any  reign  ever 
had  so  many  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  can  go  into  the  City  and  on  his  bare 
word  gain  so  much  credit  of  the  imblic.  He  gives  entertainments  to  foreign  Ministers  more 
like  one  always  bred  up  in  a  Court  than  at  a  Bar.  He  is  of  gi-ave  deportment,  easy  and  free 
in  conversation,  something  of  a  libertine,  of  a  middle  stature,  brown  complexion." 

Other  writers  of  tlie  period  testify  to  Somers's  singular  charm  of  manner  and  the  purity 
of  his  official  methods.  L'nfortunately  for  himself,  he  was  a  little  too  much  of  the  courtier,  for 
an  ill-advised  compliance  with  a  request  made  by  the  King  for  the  affixing  of  the  Great  Seal 
to  a  blank  treaty  w-hich  he  designed  to  conclude  with  France  without  the  knowledge  of 
Parliament  led  to  his  impeachment  by  the  House  of  Commons  after  his  dismissal  from  office 
liy  the  King.  Before  the  actual  decision  was  come  to,  Somers  appeared  unexjjectedly  at  the 
Bar  of  the  House,  and  demanded,  and  was  granted,  a  hearing.  He  defended  himself  with  great 
eloquence  and  power ;  but  the  tide  of  partisan  feeling  set  too  strongly  against  him  for  his 
arguments  to  have  any  effect.  His  enemies,  with  intent  to  increase  the  2:irejudice  against 
him,  supplemented  the  charge  of  constitutional  irregularity  with  a  more  dishonouring  one  of 
connivance  in  Captain  Kidd's  piracies,  because  the  infamous  liuccaneer  had  been  entrusted 
with  a  command  throiigh  the  influence  of  Lord  Somers  and  Lord  Halifiix.  This  accusation 
Somers  rei)udiated  with  the  mild  remark  :  "  As  to  Kidd's  business,  we  hope  there  can  be  no 
lilame,  though  perhaps  we  may 
appear  somewhat  ridiculous." 
The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  to 
whom  the  statement  was 
addressed,  did  not  regard  the 
jialtry  treatment  of  his  friend  so 
lightly.  '•  I  wonder,"  he  said, 
••  that  a  man  can  be  found  in 
England,  who  has  bread,  that 
will  be  concerned  in  public 
business.  Had  I  a  son,  I  would 
sooner  breed  him  a  cobbler 
than  a  courtier,  and  a  hangman 
than  a  statesman." 

The  intrigue  against 
Somers  failed  as  it  deserved. 
A  quarrel  with  the  House  of 
Lords  on  some  question  of 
etiquette  provided  an  oppor- 
tunity for  withdrawing  from 
an  untenable  position,  which 
the  Commons  were  not  slow 
to  avail  themselves  of.  In  a 
simulated  Ht  of  anger  they 
lirohihited  by  resolution  any 
member  of  their  House  from 
attending  the  trial  and, 
naturally,  as  no  one  ap}>eared 
to  prosecute,  the  impeachment 
fell  to  the  ground. 


JOHN",   LORD   SOMERS, 
The  eminent  Lawyer  and  statesman.     Lord  Keeper  and  Lord  Chancellor  from  10l>3  to  17O0. 
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Somers's  subsequent  career  was  one  of  high  distinct  ion.  As  the  President  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  several  j-ears,  he  identified  himself  with  the  cause  of  scientific  research  in  a  way 
which  hardly  any  statesman  has  done  since,  with  the  sole  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  late 
Premier,  Lord  Salisbur}'.  In  the  domain  of  high  politics  he  wielded  a  remarkable  influence 
as  the  chosen  counsellor  of  William  III.  In  that  role  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  draft  the  last  and 
the  most  remarkable  speech  which  that  monarch  addressed  to  Parliament.  It  was  delivered 
on  the  occasion  of  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  in  1701,  when  all  England  was  aflame  at  tlie 
insolence  of  the  French  King  in  j^i'oclaiming  as  King  of  England  the  son  of  the  then  recently 
deceased  James  JI.  In  the  strong  language  put  into  his  mouth  by  Somers,  the  King  invoked 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  his  people.  '•  You  have  yet,"  he  said,  "  an  opportunity,  by  God's  blessing, 
to  secure  to  you  and  your  posterity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  v'our  religion  and  liberties,  if  you 
are  not  wanting  to  yourselves,  but  will  exert  the  ancient  vigour  of  the  English  nation  ;  but 
I  tell  you  plainly,  my  opinion  is,  if  j-ou  do  not  lay  hold  on  this  occasion,  you  have  no  reason 
to  hope  for  another."  The  Eoyal  message  struck  deep  down  into  the  heart  of  the  nation. 
It  was  circulated  from  hand  to  hand  throughout  the  country,  and  copies  of  it  were  framed 
and  preserved  as  precious  relics  of  the  King  when  death  carried  him  otf.  as  it  did  a  few 
months  later. 

Somers's  later  career  need  not  be  traced,  as  it  touches  general  political  history  rather  tlian 
the  special  subject  with  which  we  are   dealing.      It  is  sufficient   to   say  that  when   he   died,  in 

the  summer  of  1716,  he  left 
a  name  which  is  imperish- 
ably  associated  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Union  with 
Scotland  and  the  settlement 
of  the  Protestant  succession 
on  an  enduring  basis. 

One  of  the  charges 
Ijrought  against  Somers  in 
his  lifetime  was  being  too 
fond  of  money.  It  seems  to 
have  been  not  without  foun- 
dation. He  accepted  a  gift 
of  i'3  0,000  from  the  King, 
and  other  substantial  favours, 
which,  with  a  due  regard  to 
right  jirinciple,  he  should  have 
refused.  But  his  otfence.  il 
oflfence  it  was,  was  cast  quite 
into  the  shade  by  the  actions 
of  others  who  held  the  seals 
in  the  years  following  his 
tenure  of  office.  His  im- 
mediate successor,  Sir  Nathan 
\N'right,  is  alleged  by  Sir 
Arthur  Onslow  to  ha\e  re- 
ceived from  Baron  Bury  a 
bribe  of  i'1,000  for  making 
him  judge;  and  Thomas 
Parker,  Earl  of  iMacclesfield, 
who  occupied  the  woolsack 
from  1718  to  1725,  was 
adjudged  guilty    of  wholesale 
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acts  of  corruption  and  degraded 
from  oflfice.  The  history  of  the  latter 
disgraceful  transactions  supplies 
curious  reading  in  these  days,  when 
we  should  as  little  think  of  question- 
ing the  immaculate  purity  of  the 
judicial  ermine  as  of  doubting  the 
whiteness  of  snow.  Lord  Maccles- 
field's guilt  was  brought  to  light 
through  the  influence  of  the  financial 
crash  which  attended  the  bursting 
of  the  South  Sea  Bubble.  One  of 
the  Masters  in  Chancery,  Dormer  by 
name,  had  brought  ruin  ujion  him- 
self by  wildly  speculating  in  stock 
with  the  funds  placed  in  his  care. 
When  his  case  came  to  be  inquired 
into,  some  ugly  transactions  in  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor  was  involved 
were  brought  to  light ;  and  such 
was  the  strength  of  the  public  indig- 
nation that  Lord  IMacclesfield  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1724-5  deemed 
it  advisable  to  resign  the  seals.  A 
petition  from  the  sufferers  by  the 
malversations   of  the  peccant  Master 

of  Chancery  for  a  public  inquiry  led  to  the  institution  of  regular  proceedings  for  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  ex-Lord  Chancellor.  The  formal  motion  was  made  by  Sir  George  Oxenden,  an 
influential  member  of  the  House,  on  February  12th,  in  a  speech  in  which  he  specified  the 
oftenees  of  which  Lord  .Alaeclesfield  had  been  guilty  as  the  misappropriation  of  Chancery  funds 
anil  the  corrupt  acce])tance  of  extortionate  fees  from  jNIasters  of  Chancery  for  their  appoint- 
ments. Coaicluding  his  address,  he  spoke  of  the  first  magistrate  in  the  kingdom  having  "  fallen 
from  the  height  of  the  dignities  and  honour  to  which  he  had  been  raised  by  the  King's  Eoyal 
bounty  and  favour  to  the  depth  of  infamy  and  disgrace."  The  motion  was  carried  by  273  votes 
to  164,  despite  the  attempts  of  the  Government  to  substitute  for  the  impeachment  an  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee.  On  the  following  day  Sir  George  Oxenden  appeared  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and,  backed  by  a  great  volume  of  public  indignation,  impeached  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  due  form.  There  were  twenty-one  separate  counts  in  the  indictment,  each 
-sufficient  of  itself,  if  substantiated,  to  ruin  irretrievably  the  reputation  of  any  public  servant. 
In  brief,  the  charges  were  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  sold,  for  sums  varying  in  amount 
from  six  thousand  to  eight  hundred  guineas.  Masterships  in  Chancery;  that  he  had  admitted 
persons  of  '■  inconsiderable  substance  and  credit "  to  those  positions  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
his  profits;  and  that  to  cover  the  scandals  created  by  the  improper  nse  of  his  authority  he 
had  resorted  to  various  artifices,  including  an  elaborate  system  of  fraudulent  misrepresentation 
as  to  the  ability  and  credit  of  the  Masters.  The  accused's  reply  to  the  charges  was  in  substance 
an  allegation  of  custom.  It  was,  he  averred,  in  accordance  with  long  usage  that  pa^vments  should 
be  made  for  admissions  to  the  office  of  Jlaster — such  payments  being,  in  fact,  "  among  the 
ancient  and  known  perquisites  of  the  Great  Seal." 

All  the  preliminaries  over,  tliQ  actual  trial  opened  on  May  6th  with  the  customary 
formalities.  Into  the  evidence  adduced  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  in  detail,  but  a  few  isolated 
passages  may  be  cited  to  show  the  state  of  public  morality  in  the  highest  official  places  at 
this  period.     One  witness,  a  Mr.  Thomas  Bennet,  spoke  of  his    soliciting   a   post   as   Master   in 
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Chancery,  and  being  told  tliat  a  j)resent  was  expected.  He  con>ulted  Ins  friends  learned  in 
such  matters,  and  otiered  a  thousand  guineas.  "  Ujion  this  .Mr.  ( 'citt  iiigliiini  (Lord  ."Macclesfield's 
agent)  shook  his  Lead  and  .said:  'That  won't  do,  ^Ir.  rjiiiiici  ;  you  must  be  better  advised.' 
'Why,' said  I.  'won't  that  do?  It  is  a  noble  present.'  Says  he:  •  ,V  great  deal  more  has  been 
given.'  i^ays  I:  '1  am  sine  my  brother  did  not  give  as  much  ;  nor  .Mr.  dodfrev.' "  After  further 
chaffering  the  price  was  fixed  at  fifteen  hundred  guineas,  and  nflci-  jiHynirnt  of  the  money  the 
IJurchaser  was  sworn  in  Lord  iSIacelesfield's  bedchamber,  whiilii'r  the  purchase  jirice  had 
jjreviously  been  carried  by  his  agent.  Similar  testimony  was  given  by  another  witness. 
Hearing  of  a  vacancy,  he  waited  upon  the  Chancellor  to  solicit  the  appointment.  He  was  told 
by  that  functionary  that  he  had  no  manner  of  objection  to  him.  as  he  had  known  him  a 
considerable  time.  Finally,  he  was  dismissed  with  the  injunctinn  to  go  home  and  consider 
the    matter.     This    the    applicant  rlirl.   with    this    result.      '•  I    came    again     in    a    day    or    two. 

and  tcild  him  I  had  considered  of  it.  and 
desired  to  know  if  his  lordship  would  admit 
me,  and  I  would  make  him  a  presont  of 
£4. ()()()  or  i.5,000 ;  I  cannot  say  which  of 
the  two  I  said,  but  1  believe  it  was 
£0.000.  .My  lord  said:  -Thee  and  I  or 
you  and  I'  my  lord  was  pleased  to  treat 
ine  as  a  IVifud)  •must  not  make  bargains.' 
He  said  that  if  I  was  desirous  of  having 
tlie  office  he  would  tri^at  me  in  a  different 
manner  than  any  man  living."  Eventually 
the  aspirant  to  office  got  into  touch  with 
rlie  ubiquitous  agent,  and  settled  for  the 
]iayment  of  five  thousand  guineas,  because 
he  was  told  "guineas  are  handsomer."'  It 
was  a  strictly  cash  transaction.  "  I  imme- 
diately went  to  my  lord's ;  I  was  willing 
to  get  into  the  office  as  soon  as  I  could. 
[  did  carry  with  me  five  thousand  guineas 
in  gold  and  bank  notes.  I  had  the  money 
in  my  chambers,  but  could  not  tell  how 
to  carry  it,  it  was  a  great  burden  and 
weight ;  but,  recollecting  that  I  had  a  basket 
in  my  chamber,  I  put  the  guineas  into  the 
basket  and  the  notes  with  them  ;  I  went  in 
a  chair  and  took  the  basket  with  me  in  my 
chair.  AMien  I  came  to  my  lord's  house  I 
saw  ;\Ir.  Cottingham  there;  and  I  gave  him 
the  basket,  and  desired  liim  to  carry  it  up  to  my  lord.  I  saw  him  go  upstairs  with  the  basket, 
and  when  he  came  down  he  intimated  that  he  had  delivered  it."  Subsequently,  as  the  newly 
enrolled  jNIaster  wanted  the  basket,  he  spoke  to  "  my  lord's  gentleman,"  and  it  was  returned 
to  him.  "Was  there  any  money  in  it?"  the  examining  counsel  somewhat  superfluously  asked. 
"  No,  there  was  not,"  responded  the  witness. 

An  ingenious  defence,  based  on  the  plea  of  usage,  was  made  by  the  accused  jieer;  but 
the  offences  were  too  gross  to  be  palliated  by  any  such  line  of  reasoning.  After  a  ten  days' 
hearing,  the  Lords  unanimously  voted  the  accused  guilty  of  the  charges  laid  at  his  door. 
Lord  Maccle.sfield,  on  appearing  at  the  Ear  and  learning  the  decision,  threw  himself  upon  the 
comi^assionate  consideration  of  his  judges,  m-ging  as  grounds  for  merciful  treatment  the 
cruel  distemper  which  the  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  the  trial  had  brought  upon  him,  the  loss 
of  his    oflfice,    the    public    disgrace,   and   the   fact   that   he    had   paid    back    a    sum    of  £10,000 


9»i  an  ciKjravintf  after  tlte iilctv.rc  hij  Sir  CSndjrcn  KnctUr. 
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greatest    rogues   that 

Tlie   disgraced   Lord 

estate,    he    spent    the 

the  early  eighteenth- 
of  the  two   men,  as 


towards  Dormer's  di'ficiency.  After  this  appeal  he  withdrew,  and  the  Lords  consulted  as  to 
the  sentence.  They  decided  eventually  to  fine  the  ex-Lord  Chancellor  £;^0,000.  This 
sum  Lord  ^Macclesfield  paid  after  he  had  been  imprisoned  a  few  weeks  in  the  Tower. 
Public  opinion  upheld  the  justice  of  the  punishment  meted  out  to  the  accused.  A  common 
saying  at  the  iieriod  was  that  Staffordshire  had  produced  '-three  of  tlie 
ever  existed — Jack  Sheppard,  Jonathan  Wild,  and  Lord  ]\lacclesfield." 
Chancellor  accepted  his  fate  with  philosophical  calm.  Ketiring  to  his 
remainder  of  his  days  in  close  seclusion. 

Two  other  familiar  names  associated  with  the  Lord  Chancellorship  in 
century  jjcriod  are  those  of  Lord  Harcourt  and  Earl  Cowper.  The  career 
Townsend  in  his  "  ^lemoirs  of  the  House  of  Commons"  points  out,  were  singularly  blended. 
'•Descended  alike  from  ancestors  of  rare  antiquity,  rivals  in  Westminster  Hall,  antagonists  in 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  the  leading  champions  of  their  party,  still  more  renowned  in  the  Senate 
than  the  Forum,  and  devoted  by  their  oratory  to  the  height  of  legal  ambition,  they  might  be 
comjiared  together,  after  the  manner  of  Plutarch,  though  their  political  character  aflbrds  i-ather 
a  marked  contrast  than  comparison.  Unscrupulous  as  a  public  man,  unprincipled,  imstable,  at 
the  suggestion  of  self-interest  versatile,  a  renegade  on  calculation,  Lord  Harcourt  has  left  a  name 
which  it  required  a  century  of  merit  in  his  descendants  to  redeem  from  ignominy.  The  mild, 
disinterested  course  of  Cowper.  beaming  with  ]iublic  virtue  to  the  close,  and  never  shadowed 
once  with  even  a  fleeting  su-^- 
picion  that  he  acted  fnun 
motives  of  sordid  andihion  lu 
pelf,  has  shed  a  lustre  on  hi- 
name,  which  ailds  an  adven- 
titious grace  to  the  spotle.-- 
reputation  of  the  pure-minded 
poet,  the  author  of  The  Tuxk." 
Earl  Cowper,  ■who  was  the  fir>i 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  distinguished  bimsrli 
by  declining  on  his  appoint- 
ment the  New  Year  gifts  which 
former  holders  of  the  Great 
Seal  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  from  the  officials  and 
covmsel  practising  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  This  disinteresteil 
action  on  his  part  created  a 
great  prejudice  against  him 
amongst  those  who  were  in 
fa\'our  of  ujiholding  the  old 
corrupt  traditions  ;  but  the 
public  rightly  appraised  the 
motives  which  dictated  the 
renunciation,  and  to  the  end 
of  his  long  career,  wdiich  ter- 
minated with  bis  resignation 
of  the  Great  Seal  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  second  term  of 
office  in  1718,  held  him  in 
high  regard.  Cowper  was  dis- 
tinguished by  a  singular  gi-ace 
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and  charm  of  manner.  His  bearing  in  Court,  whether  towards  counsel  or  witnesses,  was 
marked  by  great  dignity  and  coiu-tesy.  It  is  of  him  that  the  well-known  story  is  told 
by  Miss  Hawkins  in  her  "  Memoirs "  of  how  Richard  Cromwell,  then  a  very  old  man,  being 
engaged  in  some  litigation  in  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Court,  was  invited  to  take  a  seat  on 
the  bench  by  the  side  of  the  judge — a  graceful  act,  which  drew  from  Bulsti-ode  Whitelock, 
then  at  the  Bar,  the  remark :  "  This  day,  so  many  3'ears,  I  saw  my  father  carry  the  Great 
Seal  before  that  man."  As  an  orator  Earl  Cowper  was  justly  esteemed  in  his  day.  One 
sijecimen  of  his  eloquence  may  be  given  to  illustrate  the  pui'ity  of  his  style.  It  is  the 
peroration  of  a  celebrated  speech  he  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  1723  on  the  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties  by  which  the  Government  of  the  day  sought  to  punish  Bishop  Atterbury 
and  bis  co-conspirators.  "My  lords,"  he  said,  "I  have  now  done;  and  if  upou  this  occasion  I 
have  tried  your  jjatience,  or  discovered  a  warmth  unbecoming  me,  your  lordshij^s  will  imi>ute 
it  to  the  concern  I  am  under,  lest,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  it  should  become  a  dangerous 
precedent  for  after  ages.  Mj  zeal  as  an  Englishman  for  the  good  of  my  country  obliges  me 
to  set  my  face  against  oppression  in  every  shape ;  and  wherever  I  think  I  meet  with  it  (it 
matters  not  whether  one  man  or  five  hundred  be  the  op23ressors),  I  shall  be  sm-e  to  oppose  it 
W'ith  all  my  might.  Yor  vain  will  be  the  boast  of  the  excellency  of  om-  Constitution,  in  vain 
shall  we  talk  of  our  liberty  and  property,  secured  to  us  by  laws,  if  a  precedent  shall  be 
established  to  strip  us  of  both,  where  both  law  and  evidence  are  confessedly  w-anting.  Mv 
lords,  ujjon  the  whole  matter  I  take  this  bill  to  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  Parliament 
in  general,  to  the  dignity  of  this  House  in  particular.    I  take  the  pains  and  penalties  in  it  to 

be  much  greater  or  much 
less  than  the  Bishop  deserves. 
I  take  every  individual  branch 
of  the  charge  against  him  to 
be  unsupi)orted  by  any  evi- 
dence whatsoever.  I  think 
there  are  no  grounds  for  any 
private  opinion  of  the  Bishoj^s 
guilt,  but  w"hat  arises  from 
private  prejudice  only.  I  think 
private  prejudice  has  nothing 
to  do  with  judicial  proceed- 
ings. I  am,  therefore,  for 
throwing  out  this  bill."  This 
manly  protest  against  legal 
wrong-doing  under  cover  of 
constitutional  methods  was 
almost  the  last  public  act  of 
the  ex-Lord  Chancellor. 
Seized  with  illness,  largely 
induced  by  his  exertions  in 
opposition  to  the  Government 
policy,  he  retired  to  his  house 
in  Hertfordshire,  and  there  ex- 
pired on  October  10th,  1723. 

In     remarkable    contrast 

to  the  aristocratic  and  dignified 

Cowper  was  Peter  King,  who 

in     1725,    on    Lord    Maccles- 

„„.,,       ,  .,„  ^  fields  dismissal,  was  elevated 
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of  this  great  lawyer  supplies 
one  of  the  most  curious  chapters 
in  the  history  of  the  Lord 
Chancellorship.  Born  the  son 
of  a  grocer  in  Exeter,  he  spent 
his  early  years  in  his  father's 
shop  weighing  out  sugar  and 
tea,  and  jierfofming  the  other 
humble  duties  jjertaining  to  a 
small  business  in  a  country 
town.  ]Moved  by  a  laudable 
ambition,  and  inspired  by  the 
example  of  Locke,  the  author 
of  the  "  Essay  on  Human  Under- 
standing," who  was  a  kinsman 
of  his  on  the  mother's  side, 
he  determined  to  educate  him- 
self. All  his  spare  pocket- 
money  went  in  the  purchase  of 
books.  Every  hour  he  could 
snatch  from  the  irksome  routine 
duties  of  the  sho})  lie  devoted 
to  study.  The  fruit  of  his 
ap])lication  was  forthcoming 
befoi-e  he  reached  his  twentieth 
year  in  the  shape  of  an  elabor- 
ate work  on  '•  The  Constitution, 
Discipline,  and  Laiity  of  the 
Primitive  Church."'  Locke,  to 
whom  the  treatise  was  submitted, 
was  gieatly  struck  with  the 
erudition  and  ability  displayed 
by  the  young  writer,  and  pleaded 

with  his  father  to  train  him  for  the  law,  to  which  his  bent  of  mind  was  well  adapted.  The  worthy 
grocer  3'ielded  to  the  representations  made  to  him.  In  due  course  the  future  Lord  Chancellor  was 
packed  off  to  Leyden,  there  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  knowledge  of  men  and  things  which  was 
destined  to  be  of  the  utmost  advantage  to  him  ultimately.  Keturning  to  England,  he  was  in 
1700  elected  member  for  Beer  Alston  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Thenceforward  his  progress 
was  rapid.  Assisted  by  a  considerable  portion  of  Locke's  estate,  which  the  philosopher  had 
bequeathed  him  on  his  death  in  1704,  he  went  from  one  success  to  another,  until  in  1715  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  succession  to  Lord  Trevor.  P'or 
ten  years  he  filled  this  position  with  distinction,  and  then,  on  Lord  Macclesfield's  dismissal,  he 
was  elevated  to  the  woolsack  with  the  title  of  Lord  King  of  Ockham,  in  the  county  of  Sm-rey. 
As  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  King  was  not  a  conspicuous  success.  The  memory  left  of  him  is  of 
a  shrewd,  avaricious  lawyer  who  subordinated  principle  to  personal  aggrandisement.  But 
whatever  his  moi'al  shortcomings,  his  career  will  ever  be  cited  as  an  example  of  w-hat  mav  be 
done  by  perseverance  and  steady  ajiplication  when  allied  with  great  intellectual  powers. 

Lord  King  retained  the  Great  Seal  until  1733,  when  he  resigned  it  to  Lord  Talbot.  On 
the  death  of  that  peer  in  the  early  part  of  1737,  the  Lord  Chancellorship  devolved  upon  Baron 
Hardwicke,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  many  great  men  whose. names  are  associated  with  this 
splendid  office.  Campbell,  in  his  "  Lives  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,"  relates  the  curious  circum- 
stances under  which  the  appointment  was  made.     Though  Hardwicke   was    marked   out    by  his 
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Lord  Chancellor  from  1757  to  1766. 


CDiiuiiandiiit^  aliiliiii-s  for  the  woolsack,  there  was 
some  ditiiculty  as  to  the  terms  on  which  he  was 
to  be  a|)])ointe(l,  and  for  a  whole  week  the  Great 
Seal  remained  in  the  personal  custody  of  the 
King.  "Meanwhile,  as  Parliament  was  sitting, 
and  there  was  no  Lord  Chancellor  or  I..or(l 
Keejjer.  it  was  necessary  to  provide  a  Speaker 
for  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Great  Seal, 
while  in  the  King's  possession,  was  (somewhat 
irregularly)  put  to  a  commission  authorising  Lord 
Hardwicke  to  act  in  that  capacity.  He  accordingly 
did  act  for  several  days  as  Speaker  without  being 
t'liancellor.  During  this  interval  it  is  related  that 
Walpole,  resisting  some  of  Hardwicke's  demands, 
said  to  him  by  way  of  threat,  '  I  must  offer  the 
seals  to  Fazakerly.'  •  Fazakerly  ! '  exclaimed  Hard- 
wicke. '  Im^iossible  :  he  is  certainly  a  Tory,  perhajis 
a  Jacobite ! '  'It  is  all  very  true.'  replied  Sir 
IJobert,  taking  out  his  watch ;  ■  but  if  by  one 
o'clock  you  do  not  accept  my  olfer,  Fazakerly 
by  two  becomes  Lord  Keejjer,  and  one  of  the 
staunchest  Whigs  in  all  England.'  The  bargain 
was  immediately  closed,  and  Lord  Hardwicke  was 
contented  with  the  promise  that  the   next  tellership  should  be  bestowed  upon  his  son." 

For  twenty  years  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  as  he  now  became,  brilliantly  occupied  the 
wookack.  It  is  recorded  of  him  that  he  never  had  a  decision  reversed,  and  that  only  three 
of  his  judgments  were  even  appealed  against.  Lord  Henley  (Earl  of  Northington)  and  Lord 
Camden,  whose  names  are  next  met  with  in  the  annals  of  the  Lord  Chancellorship,  and  who 
between  them  held  the  Great  Seal  for  thirteen  years  from  1757,  were  men  of  considerable 
ability,"  but  their  careers  merely  call  for  passing  mention  here.  A  more  picturesque,  if  less 
attractive,  figure  than  either  is  that  of  their  successor  on  the  woolsack.  Lord  Thurlow.  About 
the  memory  of  this  eminent  lawyer  more  good  stories  cluster  than  are  associated  with  any 
other  Lord  Chancellor.  It  is  a  tribute,  perhaps,  to  the  force  of  his  character  that  the 
anecdotage  is  mostly  of  the  uncomplimentary  description.  Truth  to  tell,  he  was  not  loved 
even  by  his  political  associates.  His  brusque,  overbearing  manners,  his  overweening  sense  of 
his  own  importance,  and,  above  all,  his  affectation  of  omniscience,  all  tended  to  make  him 
unjjopular.  Camjibell  says  of  him  that,  although  pretending  to  despise  the  opinion  of  others, 
he  was  acting  a  part,  and  his  aspect  was  more  solemn  and  imposing  than  that  of  almost  any 
other  person  in  public  life — so  much  so  that  Fox  used  to  say,  "It  proved  him  dishonest,  since 
no  man  could  be  so  wise  as  Thurlow  looked."  His  oratorical  style  was  not  brilliant,  but  he 
conld  on  occasion  reply  with  crushing  effect  to  an  opponent.  One  of  the  most  remarkable 
sjieeches  he  delivered  was  his  celebrated  reply  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton  during  the  inquiry 
into  Lord  Sandwich's  administration  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  The  Duke  had  twitted  Lord 
Thurlow  with  his  plebeian  origin  and  with  the  recent  origin  of  his  title.  This  brought  up  the 
I^ji'd  Chancellor  with  his  biggest  guns.  "  He  rose  from  the  woolsack,"  says  Butler  in  his 
"Reminiscences,"  "and  advanced  slowly  to  the  place  whence  the  Chancellor  generally  addresses 
the  House;  then  fixing  on  the  Duke  the  look  of  Jove  when  he  grasps  the  thunder.  -I  am 
amazed,'  he  said  in  a  level  tone  of  voice,  '  at  the  attack  the  noble  Duke  has  made  on  me. 
Yes,  my  lords  ' — considerably  raising  his  voice — '  I  am  amazed  at  his  Grace's  speech.  The  noble 
lord  cannot  look  before  him,  behind  him,  and  on  either  side  of  him,  without  seeing  some 
noble  peer  who  owes  his  seat  in  this  House  to  his  successful  exertions  in  the  profession  to 
which  I  belong.      Does  he  not  feel  that  it  is  as  honourable  to  owe  it  to  these  as  to  being   the 
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accident  of  an  acc!<Je)it?  To  all  Ute^ie  nolile  lords  the  language  of  the  noble  Duke  is  as 
applicable  and  as  insulting  as  it  is  to  myself.  I'ut  I  don't  fear  to  meet  it  single  and  alone. 
No  one  venerates  the  peerage  more  tlian  I  do  ;  but  I  must  say,  my  lords,  the  peerage  solicited 
me.  not  I  the  peerage.  Nay,  more  ;  I  can  say,  and  I  will  say,  that  as  a  peer  of  Parliament, 
as  Speaker  of  this  right  honourable  House,  as  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  as  guardian  of  his 
[Majesty's  conscience,  as  Lord  Higli  Chancellor  of  England,  nay,  even  in  that  character  alone 
in  which  the  noble  Duke  would  think  it  an  affront  to  be  considered — as  a  man — I  am  at  this 
moment  as  respectable — I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  am  at  this  time  as  much  respected — as  the 
]iroudest  peer  I  now  look  down  upon.'  The  effect  of  tliis  speech,  both  within  the  walls  of 
I'arliament  and  out  of  them,  was  prodigious.  It  gave  Lord  Thurlow  an  ascendency  in  the 
House  which  no  Chancellor  had  ever  possessed  ;  it  invested  hiiu  in  public  opinion  with  a 
L'haracter  of  independence  and  honour;  and  this,  though  he  was  ever  on  the  unpopular  side  in 
polities,  made  him  always  popular  wMth  the  people." 

Thurlow  is  seen  in  a  very  diti'er-ent  light  in  another  episode  with  whicli  his  name  is 
associated.  The  incident  alluded  to  is  the  debate  which  took  jilace  in  1788  on  the  question 
of  the  Kegency  on  the  illness  of  George  III.  The  Lord  Chancellor  intrigued  impartially  with 
both  pnrties  over  the  matter,  and  then  finally  decided  that  his  own  interests  lay  on  the  King's 
side.  Accordingly,  when  on  December  11th,  1788,  a  motion  was  brought  forward  in  the  House 
of  Lords  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  search  for  ]irecedents.  lie  supported  the 
proposal  in  a  fulsome  speech, 
concluding  with  these  words  : 
"And  when  I  forget  my  King 
may  my  God  forget  me  !  "  •■  It 
seems  scarcely  possible."  says 
Stanhope  in  his  "  Life  of 
Pitt,"  "  to  exaggerate  the 
strong  impression  which  that 
half-sentence  made.  Within 
the  House  itself,  perha^is,  the 
cfifect  was  not  so  satisfactory. 
Wilkes,  who  was  standing 
under  the  throne,  eyed  the 
Chancellor  askance,  and  mut- 
tered, 'God  forget   you?     He 

will    see    you    d d    first.' 

Burke  at  the  same  moment 
exclaimed  witli  equal  wit  and 
with  no  profaneness,  'The 
iiest  thing  that  can  happen 
to  you!'  Pitt  also  was  on 
the  stejis  of  the  throne.  (Jn 
LordTliurlow's  imprecation  he 
is  said  to  have  rushed  out  of 
tiie  House  exclaiming  several 
times,  'Oh!  what  a  rascal!'" 

Associated  with  Lord 
Thurlow's  Lord  Chancellorship 
is  the  memorable  theft  of  the 
Great  Seal,  which  at  tlie  time 
it  occurred  caused  almost 
national      perturliation,       and  charles  puatt,  first  earl  camdex, 

which     even     to     this    day    has  Lord  Chancellor  from  IVlW  to  :T70. 
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a  leading  2)lace  in  tlie  annals  of  crime.  The  offence  was  periietrated  at  Thurlow's  linuse, 
45,  Great  Ormond  Street,  by  a  party  of  burglars,  on  the  night  of  March  24th,  1784,  the 
day  before  the  dissolution  of  Parliament.  The  thieves  effected  an  entrance  by  scaling  the 
garden  wall  and  forcing  two  bars  out  of  the  kitchen  window.  They  broke  open  (he  drawers 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  writing  table,  annexed  tlie  Great  Seal,  and  made  off  with  it.  When 
the  loss  was  discovered  the  official  world  was  aghast,  as,  without  the  precious  emblem.  State 
documents  could  not  be  properly  prepared.  Three  days  after  the  theft,  no  trace  of  the  thieves 
having  been  discovered,  a  reward  of  £200  was  offered,  with  free  pardon  to  an  accomplice. 
Subsequently  the  identity  of  the  daring  housebreakers  was  established,  but  not  imtil  the  seal. 
which  was  of  silver,  had  been  reduced  to  common  metal  in  the  melting-pot.  When  this  fact 
had  been  established,  a  new  Great  Seal  was  ordered  to  be  prepared.  In  the  meantime  political 
gossip  was  busy  with  the  story,  and  it  was  even  suggested  that  the  Whigs  had  instigated  the 
robbery  to  stave  off  the  then  impending  dissolution.  It  is  to  this  phase  of  the  incident  tliat 
allusion  is  made  in  these  well-known  lines  of  Tlie  Rolliad  : — 


The  nigged  Tburlow,  who,  with  suUuu  scowl, 
In  surly  mood,  at  friend  and  foe  will  growl, 
Of  proud  prerogative  the  stern  support. 
Defends  the  entrance  of  great  George's  Court 
'Gainst  factious  Whigs,  lest  they  who  stole  the  seal 


l-roia.  apauiUnu  in  lUc  Salio.fil  I'ortruU  GalUnj  ty  T.  PhiUiiis,  11. A. 
LOUD   THURLOW, 
Lord  Chancellor  during LordNorth's  Administration,  and,  later,  during  Pitt's  Ministry. 
He  retired  in  li92. 


The  sacred  diadem  itself  should  steal ; 

So  have  I  seen  near  village  butcher's  stall 

(If  things  so  great  may  be  compared  with  small) 

A  mastiff  guarding  on  a  market  day. 

With  snarling  vigilance,  his  master's  tray. 


Since  this  awkward  occurrence  special 
pains  have  been  taken  to  guard  tiie 
Great  Seal  from  predatory  hands. 

In  the  years  immediately  suc- 
ceeding Lord  Thurlow's  tenure  of 
office  we  find  associated  with  the 
woolsack  the  eminent  names  of  Lord 
Eldon  and  Lord  Erskine.  The  former 
was  entrusted  with  the  Great  Seal 
tirst  in  1801  in  Addington's  Adminis- 
tration. He  retained  it.  with  the 
brief  interregnum  supi)lied  by  Lord 
Grenville's  Premiership,  until  1820, 
thus  establishing  a  record  of  long 
service  in  the  office.  George  III. 
showed  a  remarkable  attachment  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  Again  and 
again  he  extended  to  him  marks  of 
his  esteem.  When  Pitt  died  and 
Ministers  resigned,  Eldon  waited  on 
his  Royal  patron  to  surrender  the 
seals.  "  Lay  them  down  on  the  sofa." 
said  the  King,  indicating  the  seals. 
'•  for  I  cannot  and  will  not  take  them 
from  you.  Yet  I  admit  you  cannot 
stay  when  all  the  rest  have  run 
away."  In  allusion  to  the  monarch's 
liartiality  Lord  Eldon  himself  once 
said,  ■■  I  do  not  know  what  made 
George  III.  so  fond  of  me.  but  he 
was  fond  of  me.  Wlien  I  went  to 
him  for  the  seals,  he  had  his  coat 
buttoned  at  the  lower  part,  and  putting 
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his  ricrht  hand  witliin.  he  drew  them 
<jut  from  the  left  side,  saving,  •  I 
give  them  to  you  from  my  heart.'  " 
Eldon  made  a  dignified  and  popular 
Lord  Chancellor.  Such  was  the 
influence  that  he  acquired  in  the 
otMce  that  when  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton resigned  over  the  Catholic 
Emancipation  question  in  1829,  he 
was  sent  for  by  George  IV.  to  form 
a  ^Ministry.  After  considering  the 
question  for  a  time,  he  declined  to 
undertake  the  responsibility,  and  the 
King  thereu[)on  gave  way  and  the 
^linisters  were  reinstated.  He  sur- 
vived until  January  loth,  1838,  living 
long  enough  to  take  the  oath  to 
Queen  Victoria. 

Erskine's  career  belongs  in  the 
main  to  the  law.  His  selection  as 
Lord  Chancellor  was  an  accident, 
and  his  acceptance  of  the  office,  for 
which  he  was  little  fitted,  was  one 
of  the  greatest  mistakes  of  his  life, 
regarded  from  the  standj^oint  of  his 
reputation.  Still,  his  is  a  name 
which  lends  an  imperishable  lustre 
to  the  annals  of  the  Chancellorship. 
'•The  silver-tongued  advocate,"' 
whose  voice  exercised  a  spell  in  the 
Law  Courts  of  a  potency  which  had 

never  before  been  equalled  and  has  never  since  been  surpassed,  he  for  a  quarter  of  a  centurv 
tilled  a  unique  place  in  English  judicial  life.  Singularly  enough,  his  ado2)tion  of  a  legal  career 
was  largely  brought  about  by  chance.  His  early  3'outh  was  spent  in  the  navy  and  the  army 
— a  bad  nursery,  it  might  be  supposed,  for  forensic  talent.  Laboriously  he  qualified  himself  for 
the  profession  of  arms,  attaining  to  a  more  than  common  degree  of  proficiency.  One  day  after 
his  promotion  to  a  full  lieutenancy  in  the  King's  Royals,  he,  to  while  away  an  idle  hour, 
dropped  into  an  assize  court  where  Lord  ^Mansfield  was  presiding.  This  distinguished  judge, 
observing  the  elegant-looking  young  soldier  in  full  regimentals,  an  evidently  deeply  interested 
spectator  of  the  proceedings,  sent  a  message  to  him  inviting  him  to  a  seat  on  the  Bench. 
Erskine,  of  course,  accepted  the  courtesy.  Taking  his  seat  by  the  side  of  the  eminent  jurist, 
he  was  favoured  as  the  trial  progressed  with  the  judge's  private  comments  upon  it.  The 
experience  made  such  a  vivid  impression  ujjon  him  that  he  forthwith  determined  to  thi'ow  up 
liis  commission  and  try  his  skill  at  the  Bar.  After  a  probationary  period,  during  which  he 
tmderwent  the  direst  straits,  he  gained  a  foothold  at  the  Bar  at  last.  His  opportunity  came 
ill  a  romantic  way.  While  nt  a  friend's  house  during  the  public  discussion  of  the  charges  of 
corruption  brought  against  Lord  Sandwich  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  Greenwich 
Hospital,  he  expressed  very  forcibly  his  conviction  of  the  substantial  truth  of  the  charges.  One 
of  his  auditors  was  Thomas  Baillie,  the  person  who  was  mainly  resjjonsible  for  the  accusations. 
Baillie,  recognising  in  the  ability  and  earnestness  of  the  young  lawyer  invaluable  qualities  for 
an  advocate,  sent  him  a  brief  for  the  defence  in  the  proceedings  for  libel  which  were  brought 
against  him.     There  were  fom-  other  counsel  in  the  case,  and  three  of  them  ui-ged  compromise. 


._:  I,u  Si,- TItOMai  laicrcict,  P.X.A. 
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Lord  Chancellor  from  ISOl  until  1S06,  and  again  from  ISO" 
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iM'skiiu',  liowt'vov.  resolutely  resisted 
the  idea  of  concession.  In  tlie  end 
his  views  prevailed,  and  lie  jii>tilie(l 
them  subsequently  in  a  speech  of 
marvellous  eloquence  and  declamatory 
power.  According  to  his  own  account, 
he  found  courage  in  the  thought  that 
his  children  were  ]ilucking  at  his  gown 
crying  to  him  that  now  was  the  time  to 
get  them  bread.  His  impetuous  ad- 
vocacy completely  turned  the  scales  in 
Baillie's  ftivour.  It  was  a  great  triuni])h 
for  the  cause  of  purity  of  public  life; 
it  was  a  still  greater  triumph  for  the 
youthful  and  unknown  barrister.  From 
that  monient  briefs  flowed  in  upon 
liim  uiunten'U[)tedly,  until  his  annual 
income  iu  1791  reached  the  then  un- 
precedented figure  of  £10,000.  His 
successes  were  due  to  his  brilliancy 
as  an  orator  rather  than  to  his  ability 
as  a  lawyer.  Endowed  with  a  fine 
presence  and  engaging  manners,  he 
carefully  cultivated  the  graces  of  style 
until  he  was  without  a  peer  in  West- 
minster Hall  for  persuasive  advocacy. 
He  owed  much  of  the  art  of  effec- 
tive speaking  which  he  practised  with 
such  splendid  success  to  Mrs.  Siddons. 
He  once  said  that  "he  had  studied  her 
cadences  and  intonation,  and  that  to 
the   harmony  of  her  periods  and  j^ronunciation  he  was  indelited  for  his  best  disjilnys."  ^ 

jMagnificent  as  Erskine's  powers  were,  they  were  not  of  the  character  to  win  immediate 
success  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  coldly  critical  audience  which  he  there  had  to  face 
had  its  own  standards  of  oratory ;  it  applied  them  at  times  with  ruthless  severity  to  the 
discomfiture  of  Parliamentary  novices  who  had  come  into  the  House  with  great  reputations 
made  in  other  centres.  In  Erskine's  case  nothing  certainly  was  taken  on  trust.  His  maiden 
speech,  made  on  Fox's  East  India  Bill,  met  with  a  reception  which  was  ostentatiously 
contemptuous.  The  scene  is  vividly  described  in  Crohn's  "Life  of  George  IV.":  "Pitt  sat 
e\idently  intending  to  reply,  with  pen  and  paper  in  his  hand,  prepared  to  catch  the  arguments 
of  this  formidable  adversary.  He  wrote  a  word  or  two :  Erskine  proceeded ;  but  with  e\ery 
additional  sentence  Pitt's  attention  to  the  paper  relaxed,  his  look  became  more  careless,  and  he 
obviously  began  to  think  the  orator  less  and  less  worthy  of  his  attention.  At  length,  when 
every  eye  in  the  House  was  fixed  upon  him,  with  a  contemptuous  smile  he  dashed  the  pen 
through  the  paper  and  flung  them  on  the  floor.  Erskine  never  recovered  from  this  expression 
of  disdain.  His  voice  faltered,  he  struggled  through  the  remainder  of  his  speech  and 
sank  into  his  seat  dispirited  and  shorn  of  his  fame."  When,  latei-,  Pitt  had  to  rei)ly,  he 
emphasised  the  feeling  with  which  he  regarded  the  speech.  After  announcing  his  intention  to 
reply  to  both  Fox  and  Erskine  he  said,  "  But  I  shall  make  no  mention  of  what  was  said  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last;  he  did  no  more  than  regularly  rejieat  what  was 
said  by  the  member  who  preceded  him,  and  regularly  weaken  all  he  repeated."     There  is  reason 

'  Campbell's  "  Life  of  Siddons." 


A/lei-  thi  purtmit  bij  iiir  Joshua  Mciinolds,  F.K.A. 

THOMAS,    FIKST   BAKON   ERSKINE,    K.T., 
LoKl  Chancellor  in  the  Coalition  "  llinistry  of  All  the  Talents"  nnJe 


F,o„i  III,,  iiortrait  bti  Tlwmas  thdlips,  K.A.,  U  the  Satiomd  Poii.ait  Galkri/. 

JOHN  SINGLETON  COPLEY,    BARON   LYNDHUEST. 

Luid  Eldon's  successor  in  the  Lord  Chancellorship.     He  was  thrice  api^ointed  to  the  office,  and  finally  resigned  in  1S46  on  Peel  a 

retirement. 
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to  think  that  Pitt's  scornful  attitiidi'  was  as  unjust  as  it  was  unworthy  of  liiin  in  any 
cirt'uinstauces.  Wraxall  plainly  says  as  much  in  his  "Memoirs."  According  to  him.  l'",i-,-kinp. 
so  far  from  failinir,  as  his  enemies  declared,  api)cared  to  exhibit  "shining  powers  of  declamation." 
Whatever  the  truth  may  be,  Pitt's  reception  of  the  speech  appears  to  have  made  a  deep  and 
lasting  imjiression  on  Erskine.  Such  was  tlie  awe  which  the  Great  Commoner  inspired  in 
him,  that  on  one  occasion  some  years  later,  at  a  puiilic  dinner,  a  casual  remark  from  Pitt  while 
he  was  speaking  stopped  the  flow  of  his  oratory  and  compelled  him  to  sit  down  in  confusion. 

Erskine,  though  a  matchless  advocate,  had  none  of  the  qualities  essential  to  the  highest 
judicial  office.  There  w-as,  consequently,  great  surprise  when,  on  the  formation  of  the  "Ministry 
of  All  the  Talents,"  he  was  brought  in  to  fill  the  Lord  Chancellorship.  EDmilly  declared  him 
to  be  totally  unfit  for  the  situation.  Others  were  even  more  outspoken;  the  ajjpointment,  in 
fact,  was  universally  condemned.  Kvskiuc-  duiing  the  short  time  that  he  held  the  Great  Seal 
had  little  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  say  that  the  harsh 
judgment  of  his  fitness  for  the  post  passed  by  his  contemporaries  was  justified.  But  it  is  a  fact 
that  from  the  moment  he  entered  office  his  reputation  declined.  After  his  resignation  on 
April  1st.  ISOT,  he  gradually  receded  from  the  imhlic  eye.  Dm'ing  the  troubles  arising  out  of 
the  charges  l.)rought  against  Queen  Caroline  he  regained  something  of  his  old  popularity  by 
his  generous  speeches  in  defence  of  the  Koyal  lady.  But  the  recovery  was  only  transient.  He 
passed  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  comparative  obscurity  and  neglect. 

Worthy  to  be  associated  with  Eldon  and  Erskine  in  the  list  of  famous  Lord  Chancellors 
is  John  Singleton  Copley,  Lord  Lyndhurst,  who,  apjiointed  Lord  Cliancellor  first  in  1827  in 
Canning's  Administration,  occupied  the  woolsack  continuously  until  the  accession  of  Earl  Grey 
to  the  Premiership,  and  subsequently  held  the  seals  during  Sir  Eobert  Peel's  two 
Administrations.  Lord  Lyndhurst's  career  is  not  less  remarkable  than  tliat  of  his  two  eminent 
predecessors  ;  in  one  respect  it  is  more  notable.  In  an  age  in  which  the  Lord  Chancellorship 
was  conspicuous  for  the  longevity  of  tiiose  who  filled  it,  he  established  almost  a  record  for 
virility  of  intellect.  For  close  upon  a  half-century  he  was  a  leading  figure  in  public  life ;  to 
the  last  year  of  his  life  his  influence  in  political  affairs  was  very  marked.  On  February  7tli. 
1856,    he    delivered    in  the    House  of  Lords    a    speech    on    the    Life   Peerages  question,    which 

Campbell  says  "  was  the  most  won- 
derful ever  heard.  It  would  have 
been  admirable  fur  a  man  of  thirty- 
five,  and  for  a  man  of  eighty-four  it 
was  miraculous."  ]\Iore  than  three 
years  later,  in  July,  1859,  Lynd- 
hurst distinguished  himself  by 
another  great  speech  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  subject  of  our 
continental  relations,  apropos  ol 
the  war  then  being  waged  in  Italy 
by  France.  His  remarks  were 
characterised  by  a  mental  grip 
and  vigour  and  a  boldness  of  con- 
cejition  extraordinary  in  one  who 
was  almost  a  nonogenarian.  "  Self- 
reliance,"  he  said,  "  is  the  best 
road  to  distinction  in  ]irivate  life ; 
it  is  equally  essential  to  the 
character  and  grandeur  of  a  nation. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  our  defence 
HEXRY  PETKu,  FIRST  BARON  mi(iUGH.\5i  ANu  VAV.x,  that    We     should    liavc     a     military 

Lord  Chancellor  in  Eiivl  Grey's  Admiliistiation.  foi'Ce      Sufficient      tO      COpe      witll      anV 
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Power  or  comliinatioii  of  Powers  that  may 
be  brought  against  us.  Tlie  question  of 
the  money  expense  sinks  into  insiguiti- 
cance.  It  is  tfie  price  tliat  we  must  pay 
for  our  insurance,  and  it  is  but  a  moderate 
price  for  so  important  an  insurance.  I 
know  that  tliere  are  jjersons  who  will  say, 
'Let  us  run  tlie  risk.'  Be  it  so;  l:>ut.  my 
lords,  if  the  calamity  should  come,  if  the 
conflagration  should  take  place,  what  wortls 
can  describe  the  extent  of  the  calamity,  or 
what  imagination  can  jiaint  the  overwhelming 
ruin  that  would  fall  ujion  us  ?  I  shall  be 
told,  perhaps,  that  these  are  the  timid 
counsels  of  old  age.  My  lords,  for  myself, 
I  should  run  no  risk.  Personally,  I  have 
nothing  to  fear.  Bat  to  point  out  possible 
peril,  and  how  to  guard  effectively  against 
it,  that  is  surely  to  be  considered  not  as 
timidity,  but  as  the  dictates  of  wisdom  and 
prudence.  I  have  confined  myself  to  facts 
that  cannot  be  disputed.  I  think  I  have  con- 
fined myself  also  to  inferences  which  no  man 
can  successfully  contravene.  I  liojie  what 
I  have  said  has  been  in  accordance  with 
your  feelings  and  opinions.  1  shall  termi- 
nate what  I  have  said  in  two  emphatic 
significant    import."      Even    this    inspiriting 


];ri;TEXSHAW    SUGDEX,  LORD   ST.   J.EHXAKDS 
Lord  Cliiincellor  for  a  few  months  in  1S52. 


words,  Vce  victis .' — words  of  solemn  and  mo^t 
oration  did  not  mark  the  last  appearance  of 
the  venerable  ex-Lord  Chancellor  upon  the  political  stage.  He  intervened  in  debate  again 
on  ]May  21st,  1860,  delivering  a  speech  of  singular  power,  having  regard  to  his  great  age,  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  paper  duty.  His  final  effort  was  a 
contribution  to  a  discussion  on  a  legal  bill  on  May  7th,  186L  Though  then  closely  verging 
on  ninety,  this  Nestor  of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  he  was  called,  spoke  with  unabated  intellec- 
tual force,  and  with  a  precision  which  extorted  general  admiration. 

Perhaps  the  closest  parallel  to  the  career  of  Lord  Lyndhurst  is  supplied  by  the  life  of 
Lord  Brougham,  his  successor  of  1830  on  the  woolsack.  With  the  stormy  early  legal  and 
political  life  of  this  statesman  we  have  already  dealt  in  another  chapter,  and  it  is  only  necessary 
here  to  say  that  when  he  succeeded  to  the  Lord  Chancellorship  he  had  already  behind  him 
a  record  of  strenuous  effort  sufficient  to  fill  an  ordinary  lifetime.  Yet  for  more  than  thirty 
years  subsequently  he  was  an  active  public  man,  and  in  1863,  when  eighty-five,  he  was 
sufficiently  vigorous  in  body  and  mind  to  deliver,  as  President  of  the  Social  Science  Congress, 
an  address  at  Edinburgh  in  which  the  progress  of  scientific  effort  was  ably  and  exhaustively 
surveyed. 

As  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  Grey  Administration,  Brougham  was  intimately  associated  with 
the  political  proceedings  which  preceded  the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill.  It  was  he  who 
accompanied  Grey  on  that  memorable  visit  to  William  IV.,  in  Ajjril,  1831,  and  who  extorted 
from  the  reluctant  monarch  the  necessary  authorisation  for  a  dissolution  of  Parliament,  with 
a  view  to  an  appeal  to  the  country  on  the  Eeform  question.  From  the  accounts  which  have 
been  published  of  that  curious  interview — perhaps  the  most  remarkable  that  ever  took  place 
between  a  British  sovereign  and  his  JMinisters — w"e  may  gather  that  it  was  Brougham's  bold 
line  of  argument  which  turned  the  King  from  an  attitude  of  resentful  anger  to  one  of  good- 
humoured    if    reluctant    acquiescence.      The    Chancellors     services    to    the    Ministry    on    this 


454 


Parliament    Past    and    Present 


oci"i-ii>u  wiTe  suinileiiiunted  later  by  a  vigor- 
ous and  sustained  defence  of  the  Government 
posit  i(in  in  the  House  of  Lords.  His  speech 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  second  Reform 
Jjili  in  October,  1831,  was  an  except ionallv 
brilliant  effort.  Campbell  gives  a  vivid 
description  of  the  oration  in  his  work. 
Brougham,  he  says,  "  siiowed  a  most  stu- 
pendous memory  and  extraordinary  dexterity 
in  handling  the  weapons  both  of  ridicule  and 
of  reason.  Without  a  note  to  refer  to,  he 
went  through  all  the  speeches  of  his  ojipo- 
nents  delivered  during  the  five  nights'  debate, 
analysing  them  successively,  and,  with  a  little 
aid  from  perversion,  giving  them  all  a 
■-eemingly  triumphant  answer.  The  perora- 
tion was  partly  inspired  by  draughts  of 
mulled  port,  imbibed  by  him  very  copiously 
towards  the  conclusion  of  the  four  houi's 
(luring  which  he  was  on  his  legs  or  on  his 
knees.  '  I  pray  and  exhort  you  not  to  reject 
this  measure.  By  all  you  hold  most  dear. 
by  all  the  ties  that  bind  every  one  of  us  to 
our  common  order  and  our  common  country. 
I  solemnly  adjure  you — I  warn  you — I 
imp)lore  you — yea,  on  my  bended  knees  (he 
kneels)  I  supp)licate  you — reject  not  this  bill' 
He  continued  for  some  time  as  if  in  prayer; 
but  his  friends,  alarmed  for  him  lest  he  should 
be  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  mulled 
]iort,  picked  him  up  and  jjlaced  him  safely  on  the  woolsack.  Like  Burke's  famous  dagger  scene  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  this  prostration  was  a  failure ;  so  unsuited  was  it  to  the  spectators  and 
to  the  actor  that  it  produced  a  sensation  of  ridicule,  and  considerably  impaired  the  effect  of  a 
speech  displaying  wonderful  powers  of  memory  and  of  intellect."  There  is  a  strong  tinge  of  sen- 
sationalism in  this  description,  suggestive  of  an  overcharged  jien.  Nevertheless,  Brougham  did  un- 
questionably on  this  occasion  indulge  in  no  common  degree  a  weakness  he  had  for  theatrical  effect. 

Another  of  his  foibles,  a  disjiosition  to  be  vituperative,  did  not  desert  him  when 
he  took  his  seat  on  the  woolsack.  A  flagrant  instance  in  point  is  supplied  in  a  speech 
which  he  made  in  July,  1832,  in  reference  to  a  motion  brought  forward  in  the  House 
of  Commons  by  Sir  Edward  Sugden  (afterwards  Lord  St.  Leonards)  for  an  inquiry  into  matters 
with  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  concerned.  '•  My  lords,"  said  Brougham,  "  we  have 
all  read  that  it  is  this  heaven-born  thirst  for  information,  and  its  invariable  concomitants, 
a  self-disregarding  and  candid  mind,  that  most  distinguishes  men  from  the  lower  animals,  from 
the  crawling  reptile,  from  the  wasp  that  stings,  and  from  the  wasp  that  fain  would  but  cannot 
sting;  distinguishes  us,  my  lords,  not  only  from  the  insect  that  crawls  and  stings,  but  from 
that  more  powerful  because  more  offensive  creature,  the  bug,  which,  powerful  and  offensive  as 
it  is,  is  but  vermin.  Yes,  I  say  that  it  is  this  laudable  propensity  upon  which  humanity 
justly  prides  itself,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  solely  influenced  the  learned  gentleman  to  whom 
I  allude  to  seek  for  information  which  it  would  be  cruel  to  stingily  gratify."  The  signal  lack 
of  dignity,  to  say  nothing  of  the  gross  offensiveness  of  this  attack,  explains  to  some  extent  the 
reason  why  Brougham,  with  all  his  commanding  talents,  never  secm-ed  a  really  high  place  in 
popular  estimation 


From  ajihoto  h„  M„„ll  .t-  7-v,j. 

SIR  FREDERIC   THESIGEB,   LOR_D   CHELMSFORD, 
Lord  Cbancelloi-  in  1S08,  and  again  in  1S05. 
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■aviilg  aflcr  thcpiclim  hi/  Sir  K  Grant,  P.It.A. 
JOHN,   LORD   CAMPBELL, 


Loiil   Chancellor    fro 
author  of  "  Tlie 


1S50   until   ISOl.        He 
ives  of  the  Lord  Chaucello 


An  episode  which  occurred  in  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1850  has  a  bearing  upon  this  subject  of 
Brougham's  personal  fiiiling,  and  it  may  be  referred 
to  both  on  that  account  and  because  it  throws  an 
amusing  sidelight  upon  the  relations  of  the  party 
leaders  of  the  period.  Speaking  at  a  ]\Iansion  House 
banquet  in  1850,  Lord  Stanley  alluded  to  Lord 
Brougham  (who  was  not  present)  as  "his  noble  and 
learned  but  somewhat  volatile  friend."  The  ex-Lord 
('liancellor,  nettled  at  the  reference,  brought  the  matter 
up  at  the  sitting  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  follow- 
ing evening.  He  challenged  Lard  Stanley  to  explain 
himself.  "Volatile  means  flighty,"  he  said;  "but  I, 
to  answer  a  speech  made  in  my  presence,  have  never 
flown  to  the  House  of  flavors."  Stanley's  reply  was 
characteristic.  He  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had 
caused  disquietude  to  '"  his  noble  and  learned  and 
very  grave  and  discreet  friend,"  but  at  the  same  time 
was  not  prepared  to  withdraw  the  epithet  used  on  the 
previous  evening.     "  In  point,"  said  he,  "  of  acuteness, 

activity,    rapidity,    and    pungency,    sal- volatile    is    nothing  when    compared    with    my  noble    and 

learned  friend.     You  may  put  a  stopper  of  glass  or  leather  on  that  ethereal  essence,  but  I  defy 

any  human  power,  even  that  of  my  noble  and  learned  friend  himself,  to  put  any  stopper,  either 

of   glass  or    leather    or  any    other    material,  over   the  activity,    ingenuity,    or    pungency   of   his 

mind."    To  this  Brougham  replied  in  a  similar 

bantering  strain,  and  the  incident    closed   in 

general    good-humour.        Li    his    later    years 

Brougham  was  a  greater  force  outside  Parlia- 
ment   than    in    it ;    but    he    retained,  as    we 

have  seen,  the  freshness  of  his  faculties,  and 

pursued    to    the    end   of    the    chapter    that 

active  career    which    had    been    his  from  his 

earliest  youth. 

When    we    take    leave    of   the    era    in 

which      Erskine,      Eldon,      Lyndhurst,      and 

Brougham   adorned    the    woolsack,    we   come 

upon  the    modern  line    of  Lord    Chancellors, 

the    great    lawyers    whose    careers    are  more 

or   less    familiar    to    the    present  generation. 

It    cannot    be    claimed,    perhaps,    that    they 

occupied    so    commanding  a  position   in   the 

political  world    as    the    men    who    had    gone 

before    them  ;    but    in  point  of  legal  ability 

and    capacity  for    the    office  they  filled,  they 

do    not     compare    unfavourably    with    them. 

Cottenham,  Truro,  St.  Leonards,  Chelmsford, 

('ampbell.      West  bury,      Cranworth,      Cairns, 

Hatherley,     Selborue.     Herschell — these     are 

names  which    compose    a    list    of  lawyers   of 

varying  degrees  of  ability  ;    but,    taken  as  a  j..^^^^  ^^ ^^j^,^  j^  ,^,^1,,,  ^.  j,.^^._ 

whole,  they    make  up  a   body  which    confers  bichaed  bethell,  lord  westbuuy, 

no     discredit     on    the     annals    of    the    Lord  Lord  chancellor  from  isei  until  ises. 
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(,'oniinoiis    I    do   not   propose   to    say 
liowevcr,  express  the  hope  that  after 


Chancellorship.  Only  in  one  instance  is  there  the  slitjhtest  elimil  upi)n  the  reputation  of 
these  modern  Lord  Chancellors.  The  exception  is  supplied  liv  Lnnl  Westbury,  who  was  Lord 
Chancellor  in  Lord  Pahnerston's  second  AdininisI  ration.  Against  this  distinguished  man  charges 
of  official  irregularity  were  bronght,  and  the  House  of  Commons,  on  July  3rd,  1865,  j)assed  hv 
177  votes  to  1C3  a  motion  declaring  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  been  guilty  of  "a  laxity 
of  practice  and  a  want  of  caution  in  sanctioning  the  grant  of  retiring  pensions  to  public  officers 
over  whose  heads  grave  charges  are  impending,  and  in  filling  up  the  vacancies  made  by 
the  retirement  of  sucli  officers  .  .  .  and  that  such  laxity  and  want  of  caution  are  highly  rejire- 
hensible,  and  calculated  to  throw  di.scredit  on  the  administration  of  the  high  offices  of  State." 

A  censure  so  severe  could  have  only  one  effect.  Lord  Westbury  resigned  on  the  day 
following  the  passing  of  the  resolution,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted.  In  announcing  the 
fact  in  the  House  of  Lords,  he  said:    ••'Witli  regard  to  the   opinion  expressed  by  the  Hnuse  of 

.mil.       I   am    bound    to   accept    the    decision.      I    may. 
interval  of  time  calmer    thoughts    will  pi'evail,  and    a 

more  favouralile  \'iew 
he  taken  of  my  con- 
duct." The  hope  was 
not  unjustified.  Ke- 
\iewing  the  circum- 
stances which  led  up 
to  Lord  Westbui-y's 
dismissal,  away  from 
the  prejudices  of  the 
time,  it  is  imjjossible 
to  deny  that  he  was 
harshly  treated.  That 
there  was  no  great 
symjiathy  at  the  time 
for  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor is  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the 
fact  that  his  manners 
were  by  no  means 
conciliatory.  One 
11,,.  K,„H.>M-K  fiagrant     specimen    of 

Ti.c.mc.a  seatofti,oi.oiaci):imeiiM,i„ti,en,mse..tL,.i,is.  liis    Style     Is     to     be 

found  in  an  incident 
which  occurred  in  the  House  of  Lords  a  few  months  before  his  downfall,  and  which  excited 
much  indignation  at  the  time  amongst  an  influential  section  of  the  public.  The  occurrence 
arose  out  of  the  then  recent  judgment  of  Convocation  in  the  case  of  "  Essays  and  Reviews." 
Lord  Houghton  drew  attention  to  this  decision,  and  asked  whether  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  been  consulted  as  to  the  competency  of  Convocation  to  take  the  action  they  had 
done.  Lord  Westbm-y  replied  in  a  speech  which  seemed  to  be  designedly  offensive.  '•  There 
were  three  modes,"  he  said,  "of  dealing  with  Convocation  when  it  is  permitted  to  come  into 
action  and  transact  real  business.  The  first  is,  while  they  are  harmlessly  busy,  to  take  no 
notice  of  the  proceedings ;  the  second  is,  when  they  seem  likely  to  get  into  mischief,  to 
l)rorogue  and  put  an  end  to  their  proceedings;  the  third,  when  they  have  done  something 
clearly  beyond  their  powers,  is  to  bring  them  before  a  court  of  justice  and  punish  them." 
Later  on  he  spoke  of  the  judgment  as  "a  series  of  well-lubricated  terms — a  sentence  so  oily 
and  saponaceous  that  no  one  could  grasp  it."  "  Like  an  eel,"  he  added,  "  it  slips  through  the 
fingers — it  is  simply  nothing;  and  I  am  glad  to  tell  my  noble  friend  that  it  is  literally  no 
sentence  at  all." 
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I  dmicinu  lii/  George  Richmond,  H.A.,  by pcnniMion  of  GriiUmi's 

SIK   HUGH   JlAcCALMOXT  CAIRI.S,    EARL  CAIRXS, 

Lord  Chancellor  in  ISi'.S  and  in  1ST4. 


From  a  draicino  by  George  RU-kmond,  R.A.,  hi/ permission  o/GriUion 
SIR  ROUNDELL   PALMER,   EARL   OF  SELBOKNE, 

Lord  Chancellor  from  1872  till  1ST 4. 


These  observations  were  plainlv 
pointed  at  Bishop  Samuel  Willier- 
force,  who  was  reputed  to  have 
drafted  the  judgment,  and  whose 
popular  sobriquet  of  "  Soapy  Sam " 
lent  itself  t«  the  broad  method  of 
sarcasm  which  Lord  Westbury 
adojited.  Bishop  Wilberforce  was  not 
slow  to  resent  the  attack  made  ujjon 
him  and  his  order.  He  did  so  in 
a  speech  of  much  severity.  "  If  a 
man  has  no  respect  for  himself,"  he 
exclaimed  in  a  burst  of  indignation, 
••  he  ought,  at  all  events,  to  respect 
the  audience  before  which  he  speaks; 
and  when  the  highest  representative 
of  the  law  in  England  in  your 
lordships'  Court,  upon  a  matter  in- 
volving the  liberties  of  the  subject 
and  the  religion  of  the  realm,  and 
all  those  high  truths  concerning 
which  this  discus,  ion  has  arisen,  can 
think  it  fit  to  descend  to  ribaldry, 
in  which  he  knows  he  can  safelv 
indulge,  because  those  to  whom  he 
addresses  it  will  have  too  much 
respect  for  their  characters  to  answer 
him  in  like  sort,— I  say  that  this 
House  has  gi-ound  to  complain  of 
having  its  character  unnecessarily 
injured  in  the  siglit  of  the  peojjle 
ot  this  land,  by  one  occupying  so 
high  a  position  within  it.  ...  I 
would  rather  subject  myself,  in  the 
presence  of  my  countrymen  and 
your  noble  House,  to  any  amount  of 
that  invective  and  insinuation,  and 
all  those  arts  of — I  will  not  say 
what  part  of  the  Bar  of  England — 
of  which  we  have  seen  something 
to-night ;  I  would,  I  repeat,  rather 
a  thousand  times  incur  it  all  than 
to  lo:k  back  on  my  deathbed  upon 
mj-self  as  one  of  those  who  had  not 
striven  for  the  truth  of  our  Established 
Church,  and  had  not  encountered, 
because  I  was  afraid  personally  of 
the  consequences,  anything  which  the 
maintenance  of  that  truth  might 
entail."  This  high-minded  protest 
was  \ery  widely  approved,  even  by 
those   who  did  not  share   the  Bishop's 
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SIR  HARDINGE   GIFFARD,   EARL   OF  HALSBUUY, 

Loiil  Chancellor  ISSo,  1SS5,  and  1805. 


roiiL  a  2^1iolo  hy  Mautl  d:  Fox,  FiccadUly. 
SIR   FARRAU  HERSCHELL,   LORD   HERSCHELL, 
Lord  Cbancellor  ISSlJ  and  1S02. 


views  as  to  the  Convocation  judgment.  The  feeling  was  that  I>ord  Westburv  liad  signally 
failed  in  his  speech  to  jn-eserve  the  dignity  of  his  high  office,  and  had  as  signally  shown  his 
incapacity  to  realise  what  was  due  to  others  also  occupying  an  exalted  position  in  the  State. 

In  the  most  recent  years  the  current  of  the  Lord  Chancellorship  has  run  with  almost 
unbroken  smoothness.  Lord  Herschell,  who  occu[iied  the  woolsack  in  ^Ir.  Ghulstone's 
Administrations,  was  a  sound  lawyer,  who  cared  a  good  deal  more  for  the  legal  than  for  the 
political  traditions  of  the  high  office  ;  and  Lord  Halsbury,  who  has  been  Lord  Chancellor  in 
the  Unionist  Administrations  since  1895,  has  to  a  great  extent  followed  in  his  footsteps.  But 
if  the  later  history  of  the  office  has  been  in  a  political  and  picturesque  sense  uneventful,  it 
has  not  been  without  an  element  of  impressiveness  in  tlie  unvarying  dignity  and  high-minded 
devotion  witli  which  its  duties  have  been  discharged. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

THE    VICTORIAN  PARLIAMENTS. 


Some  thirty-six  hours  after  William  1\ .  had  breathed  his  last  at  Windsor  on  June  20th,  1837, 
the  House  of  Commons  assembled  to  hear  read  the  first  address  from   the   maiden  upon  whom 
the  destinies  of  the  country  had  devolved.     Eagerly   expectant   members    crowded    the   benches 
of   the   temporary    structure   which,  pending   the    erection    of   the    new    Houses    of   Parliament, 
ser\ed    as    a   place    of    assembly,     fr^oon    Lord   John    Eussell,  then  Home  Secretary,  appeared  at 
the    Bar    with    the    jirecious    missive,  and   over    the    serried   ranks    swept  the  cry,  "Hats   off!" 
followed  by  the    measured    admonition  of  the    Speaker   (Abercromby),  "Members   must   be   un- 
covered.''     Instantly  every  head   save  one  was  bared.     The   apparent   offender   against   etiquette 
was  Sir  John  Graham,  a  jirominent  and  pojiular   member  who  had  sat  for  nearly  twenty    years 
in  the  House.     Angry  glances   were    directed   towards   him  by  his  fellows,  and  subsequently  an 
evening  paper  commented  in  scathing   terms   upon  the  want  of  loyalty  shown.      Stung  by  the 
criticisms.  Sir  John  Graham  the  next  day  entered  upoji   .1  justification  of  his  attitude,  explaining 
that   he  had  conformed  to  the  older, 
and,  as  he    thought,    better,    custom 
of  waiting   until  the  initiatory  word 
"Regina"  or  "Eex"  was  uttered  be- 
fore   uncovering,    thus    marking    in 
more  emphatic  fashion  the  tribute  of 
respect.     The  Speaker  acknowledged 
the  accuracy  of  this  reading  of  the 
rules,  and  thereafter  the  House  passed 
to  the  ordinary  business. 

In  this  curious  little  incident 
we  have  an  indication  of  the  feelings 
Vv'ith  which  the  Victorian  era  in 
Parliament  was  entered  upon. 
Loyalty  quickened  at  the  thought 
that  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a 
century  and  a  quarter  a  woman  was 
once  more  at  the  head  of  the  nation  ; 
natural  sentiments  were  awakened 
by  the  spectacle  which  the  previous 
day  had  provided  of  a  young  girl 
with  regal  bearing,  yet  withal 
maidenly  modesty,  taking  her  place 
at  the  head  of  the  Council  Board 
at  which  had  gathered  the  men  who 
liad  grown  old  in  the  service  of  the 
State.  Generally  there  was  a  desire, 
in  the  presence  of  the  new  conditions 
which  had  been  created,  to  sink  party 
differences  and  co-oj^erate  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  public  weal.     But 
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auspiciously  as  the  new  reign  connnenced,  few,  if  any,  of  those  who  on  that  June  day  gathered 
in  the  popuhu-  chamber  could  in  their  wildest  imaginings  have  pictured  the  remarkable  period 
in  Parlianientarv  life  whiili  was  to  run  its  course  before  the  Sovereign  whose  message  they 
had  received  with  so  imich  respect  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  stately  mausoleum  at  Frogmore. 
In  truth,  the  Victorian  era  in  I'arliamcnt  was  one  of  the  most  eventful,  as  politically,  perhaps, 
it  was  the  most  impressive,  in  the  history  of  the  Legislature.  Commencing  within  a  short 
))eriod  after  the  country  had  thrown  off  the  sliackles  of  a  corrupt  and  outworn  electoral  system, 
it  witnessed  the  advancement  of  the  people  by  successive  stages  to  a  position  of  supreme  power. 
Simultaneously  it  saw  accomiilished  economic,  sociological,  and  educational  changes  of  a  vast 
and  wide-reaching  character,  and  it  marked  the  development  of  tlii>  Em[)ire  from  an  inchoate 
and  feeble  system  into  a  j'owerful,  well-knit  organisation. 

In  their  personal  character  the  earliest  Parliaments  of  the  late  Queen's  reign  lacked 
something  of  the  lustre  wliich  had  attached  to  the  I>egislature  a  half-century  earlier,  and  which 
was  to  distinguish  it  a  half-century  later.      But  if  there  was  no  Chatham,   or  Pitt,  or  Canning 


■K-^- 
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"WE,   THE   PEOPLE   OP  ENGLAND!' 
A  famous  caricature  illustrating  a  familiar  episode  in  the  political  cai 
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to  electrify  a  listening  world  by  his  oratory,  and  to  dazzle  an  ailmiriiig  country  by  his 
statesmanship,  the  stage  was  occupied  by  men  who  yet  till  a  very  respectable  place  in 
history.  Looking  back,  we  find  foremost  in  the  ranks  Sir  Robert  Peel,  still  with  the  greatest 
part  of  his  career  before  him,  but  nevertheless  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  commanding  reinitation 
as  a  Parliamentary  leader.  By  his  side  is  Stanley,  "the  Rupert  of  debate,"  steadily  adding  to 
his  already  great  fame  as  a  brilliant  orator.  On  the  opposite  benches  sit  Lord  John  Russell, 
the  hero  of  the  battle  of  Reform,  a  statesman  of  great  influence  and  untarnished  honour,  and 
Lord  Palmerston,  already  qualified  by  successful  tenure  of  office  for  the  splendid  position  he  was 
subsequently  to  fill  as  the  greatest  of  modern  administrators  of  foreign  affairs.  Looming  large 
in  the  background  is  the  familiar  figure  of  Macaulay,  an  object  of  awed  admiration  to  his 
fellows,  and  farther  away  are  visible  the  clear-cut,  eager  features  of  Gladstone,  "  the  rising  hope 
of  the  stern,  unbending  Tories,"  and  as  yet  nothing  more.  In  '•  the  other  House "  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  is  observable,  still  a  notable  political  figure,  albeit  his  course  of  active  states- 
manship is  nearly  run.  Confronting  him  are  Earl  Grey  and  Lord  Brougham,  both  in  a 
political  sense  somewhat  e.xtinct  volcanoes,  while  s})ecial  attention  is  attracted  by  Lord  ^lelboiu'ne,. 
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a  ll,c  pniiit 

WILLIAM   LAMB,   SECOXD   VISCOUNT   MELBOURNE, 
The  first  Prime  Minister  of  Queen  Victoria  and  her  jiolitical  mentor. 


t(l        wlldlll        belongs        the        (Ililllllc 

distiucl  ii>ii  (iC  lic'iiig  Queen  N'icluiia's 
first  Prime  Minister  and  her  political 
tutor.  It  is  a  galaxy  of  political 
genius  remarkable,  perhaps,  more 
for  its  promise  of  future  greatness 
than  for  its  record  of  achievement. 
But  it  was  no  discredit  to  the 
birth  of  an  era  such  as  that  which 
the  accession  of  Queen  Victoria 
ushered  in. 

By  virtue  of  his  position  at 
the  liead  of  the  JNIinistry,  as  well 
as  by  reason  of  the  circumstances 
which  had  given  him  ascendency 
at  Court,  the  commanding  political 
figure  at  this  period  was  Lord 
Melbourne.  This  peer  was  a  man 
of  respectable  talents  and  excellent 
judgment;  but  it  cannot  be  claimed 
for  him  that  he  fills  a  place  in  the 
front  rank  of  political  leaders.  His 
statesmanship  was  uninspired  and 
lacking  in  definiteness.  He  had 
none  of  the  magnetic  qualities 
which  are  essential  to  a  Parlia- 
mentary success  of  the  highest 
description.  jMoi-eover,  he  was 
constitutionally  indolent,  and 
showed  a  rooted  aversion  to  any 
step  which  would  call  for 
of  his  when  new  proposals  were 
it    alone?"     Though    a    Liberal,    he 


strenuous  and  sustained  exertion.  A  favourite  saying 
submitted  by  his  colleagues  was,  '•  Why  can't  you  let 
preferred  smooth  water,  with  occasionally  stagnation,  to  the  rough-and-tumble  of  angry  seas 
with  possible  progress.  His  bent  of  political  mind,  in  fact,  is  well  repi-esented  by  the  sentiment, 
•'Anything  for  a  quiet  life.'"  Not,  however,  that  he  was  incapable  of  intellectual  exertion  when 
his  feelings  or  interests  were  involved.  There  was  an  episode  in  the  Irish  Church  Debate  in 
the  House  of  Lords  in  1833  which  showed  that  he  could  on  occasion  play  a  remarkably 
forceful  role.  Haydon,  the  painter,  who  was  in  the  House  at  the  time,  describes  the  incident. 
"In  the  debate  the  Duke  of  Wellington,"  he  says,  "spoke  well,  without  hesitation,  enforcing 
what  he  said  with  a  bend  of  his  head,  striking  his  hand  forcibly  and  as  if  convinced  on  the 
pajiers.  He  finished,  and  to  my  utter  astonishment,  up  starts  jNIelbourne  like  an  artillery 
rocket.  He  began  in  a  fury.  His  language  flowed  out  like  fire.  But  the  moment  the  stimulus 
was  over  his  habitual  apathy  got  ahead;  he  stammered,  hummed,  and  hawed.  It  was  the  most 
pictorial  exhibition  of  the  night.  He  waved  his  white  hand  with  the  natural  grace  of  Thalma, 
expanded  his  broad  chest,  looked  right  at  his  adversary  like  a  handsome  lion,  and  grappled 
him  with  the  grace  of  Paris." 

Another  and  even  better  example  of  Melbourne  in  his  efl'ective  style  is  supplied  by  the 
debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  1836  in  regard  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  After  a  violent  attack  upon  Ministers  by  Lord  Lyndhurst,  IMelbourne 
rose  and  delivered  a  telling  speech  in  rei)ly.  "  The  noble  and  learned  lord,"  he  said,  "  has 
referred    to    several    historical    characters    to    whom    he    has    been    pleased    to    say  I    bear  some 
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resemblance.  I  beg  in  return  to  remind  liim  of  what  was  once  said  by  Lord  Bristol  of  a  great 
statesman  of  former  times  (the  Earl  of  Strafibrd),  to  whom  I  think  the  nolile  and  learned  lord 
might  not  inapplicably  be  compared  :  •  The  malignity  of  his  practices  was  largely  aggravated 
Ijy  his  vast  talents,  whereof  God  bath  gi\en  the  tise  and  the  devil  the  application.'  .  .  .  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  kindly  advises  me  to  resign,  notwithstanding  his  own  great  horror 
of  taking  office  after  bis  ambition  is  already  so  fully  satisfied.  But  I  will  tell  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  that  I  will  not  be  accessory  to  the  sacrifice  of  himself  which  he  would  be  ready 
to  make  if  the  burthen  of  the  Great  Seal  were  again  forced  upon  him.  I  conscientiously 
believe  that  the  well-being  of  the  country  requires  in  the  judgment  of  the  people  that  I 
should  hold  my  present  office — and  hold  it  I  will  until  I  am  removed."  Lyndhurst,  though 
most  effectively  retorted  upon,  bore  no  malice.  After  the  speech  he  went  across  to  the  Premier 
and  engaged  in  friendly  and  laughing  converse  with  him  on  the  incidents  of  the  debate.  It 
was  difficult,  in  truth,  to  be  angry  with  Melbourne.  He  was  the  soul  of  good  humour,  and 
he  displayed,  moreover,  a  homely  unconventionality  of  both  style  and  utterance  which  was  a 
passport  to  all  hearts.  The  political  memoirs  are  thickly  strew^l  with  stories  of  his  amusing 
frankness.  To  an  old  friend  who  called  on  him  to  solicit  a  marquisate,  just  before  the  late 
Queen's  coronation,  he  said  :  '•  Why,  you  are  not  such  a  fool  as  that,  are  you  ?  "  On  another 
occasion  when  he  was  importuned  by  a  sedulous  place-hunter,  whom  he  once  described  as  "a 
fellow  who  asked  for  everything  and  was  fit  for  nothing,"  he  showed  the  written  application 
he  had  received  to  a  colleague,  observing,  "  What  the  devil  would  he  have  now  ?  Does  he 
want  a  Garter  for  the  other  leg?"  Of  a  somewhat  different  type  to  these  outspoken  comments 
is  JNIelbourne's  well-remembered  criticism  of  Croker,  that  he  would  dispute  with  the  Eecording 
Angel  about  the  number  of  his  sins ;  and  his  not  less  familiar  statement  in  reference  to 
Catholic  Emancipation:  "The  worst  of  it  is,  the  fools  were  in  the  right."  Yet  another  good 
story  which  may  be  introduced  here  relates  to  the  Corn  Law  agitation.  Melbourne  was  strongly 
opjiosed  to  any  alteration  of  the  law, 
iuid  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
that  he  assented  to  the  pi'oposal  in 
1838  that  the  question  of  a  low 
fixed  duty  should  be  made  an  open 
question.  After  the  Cabinet  meeting 
at  which  the  decision  was  come  to, 
.Ministers  were  separating  when 
^lelljom-ne  shouted  after  his  party 
colleagues  :  ••  Stop  a  bit !  Is  it  to 
lie  lower  corn  or  isn't  it  ?  It  doesn't 
matter  much  which ;  but  we  must 
all  say  the  same  thing." 

Though  the  poles  asunder  from 
the  conventional  courtier,  Melbourne 
made,  according  to  almost  universal 
testimony,  an  admirable  guardian  for 
the  3'outhful  Queen.  His  great 
jiolitical  sagacity,  his  deep  insight 
into  human  nature,  and  his  sterling 
personal  qualities  combined  to  ensure 
success  in  a  domain  in  which  a  man 
of  elegant  manners  and  a  master 
of  etiquette  might  have  failed.  On 
this  point  the  Duke  of  Wellington's 
testimony  may  be  cited.  "I  happen 
to    know,"    the    Duke    said,    in    the        xi 
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course  of  a  sjioecli  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  1841,  ''that  it  is  her  Majesty's  opinion  that 
the  noble  Mscduiit  has  rendered  her  ]Majcsty  the  greatest  possible  service,  making  lier 
acquainted  with  tlie  imxle  and  jidHcv  c)f  the  government  of  the  country,  initiating  her  into 
the  laws  and  spirit  of  the  Coiistitution,  indejiendently  of  the  performance  of  his  duty  as 
the  servant  of  her  Majesty's  Crown  ;  teaching  her,  in  short,  to  preside  over  the  destinies 
of  this  great  country." 

Lord  iSIelbourne's  chief  henchman  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  time  of  the  late 
<iueen's  accession  was  Lord  John  Kussell,  a  trusted  and  po])ular  leader,  whose  intimate 
association  with  tlie  passing  of  the  great  Eeform  Act  gave  him  a  position  of  great  power  in 
the  country.  In  the  House  of  Commons  he  sliowed  consummate  qualities  of  leadership),  lighting 
almost  single-handed  against  a  powerful  combination.  His  appearance  at  this  period  is 
graphically  sketched  by  Mr.  Maddyn  in  his  "Chiefs  of  Parties"  in  the  following  passage: 
*'  His  outward  form  was  frail  and  weakly  ;  liis  countenance  sicklied  over  with  the  effects  of 
ill-health  and  solitary  self-communing;  his  tigur<'  shrmiken  below  the  dimensions  of  ordinary 
mankind;  his  general  air  that  of  a  meditatixc  invalid.  But  within  that  feeble  body  was  a 
spirit  that  knew  not  how  to  cower,  a  brave  heart  that  cmild  pulsate  vehemently  with  large 
and  heroical  emotions,  a  soul  that  aspired  to  live  nobly  in  a  proud  and  right  manly  career. 
His  voice  was  weak,  his  accent  was  mincing  with  affectation,  his  elocution  broken,  stammering 
and  uncertain,  save  when  in  a  few  lucky  moments  his  tongue  seemed  unloosed,  and  there 
came  rushing  Irom  his  lips  a  burst  of  epigrammatic  sentences — logical,  eloquent,  and  terse, 
and  occasionally  vivified  by  the  fire  of  genius.  Then  would  bis  right  hand  be  convulsively 
clenched,  his  bead  proudly  thrown  back,  the  outline  of  his  face  become  rigid  and  drawn,  and 
the  small  form  seem  to  dilate,  while  the  cheeks  would  blanchen  with  moral  excitement,  as  the 
ecstasy  of  applauding  partisans  made  the  walls  of  the  Senate  ring  with  echoing  cheers." 

Though  an  ardent  reformer,  Lord  John 
was  not  disposed  to  lend  any  sanction  to 
tlie  efforts  that  were  then  being  made  by 
the  advanced  wing  of  his  party  to  carry 
still  further  the  process  of  remodelling  the 
Constitution.  A  speech  he  made  on  tlie 
very  threshold  of  the  new  reign  indicating 
his  \  lews  led  to  the  application  to  him  of 
the  familiar  nickname  of  "Finality  John." 
'■  Her  ^lajesty's  jMinisters,"  he  said,  speaking 
in  June.  1837,  in  reference  to  the  Eeform 
.\ct,  "while  they  consider  it  a  final  measm'e, 
do  not  intend  that  it  should  remain  a 
barren  Act  ujMU  the  Statute  Book,  but  that 
it  should  be  followed  up  in  such  a  manner 
as  would  ennoble,  invigorate,  and  enlarge 
the  institutions  of  the  country."  A  good 
many  yeai's  afterwards  Lord  John  Russell 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  provided 
by  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
explain  that  he  had  not  used  the  phrase  in 
tlie  sense  ini[iute(l  to  liini;  but  the  sobriquet 
iiail  then  got  far  too  good  a  start  to  be  re- 
called. Almost  to  the  day  of  his  death  it  had 
its  place  in  the  common  political  currency. 
Lord    John  Russell's  chief  rivals  at   the 

'  ' THiI  i"uKE  m.'  v^eZ^'^g'w^^T.g."'  ""    "'    ''         V'^^od  of  his  Career  with  which  we  are  dealing 

oneof  the  aieati.oiit.cai  leaders  of  the  early  vigtoiimiieiiod.  wcre    Sir    Robert    Peel    and    Mr.    (aftcrwards 
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Lord)  Stanley.  Both  were  Parlia- 
mentarians of  the  highest  capacity; 
both  had  strongly  marked  personal 
■({ualitics  wliich  distinguished  them 
from  him.  Peel  was  a  skilful  de- 
liater — strong,  logical,  and  ]jractical ; 
hut  his  manner  was  cold  and  uncon- 
filiatorv.  and  even  when  he  com- 
manded the  undivided  allegiance 
of  the  Conservative  Party,  he  may 
he  said  to  have  held  his  position  liy 
force  of  character  rather  than  by 
ties  of  affection.  Stanley  had  all 
Peel's  cleverness  with  the  added 
quality  of  brilliancy.  Macaulay  said 
of  him  that  '•  his  knowledge  of  the 
science  of  i)arty  defence  i-esembles 
an  instinct,"  and  the  great  writer 
■cited  him  as  the  sole  instance  of 
an  eminent  debater  who  had  not 
made  himself  a  master  of  his  art 
at  the  expense  of  his  audience. 
Professor  Pryme,  in  this  pa-<sage 
from  his  "  Autobiographic  Recol- 
lections," confirms  and  strengthens 
this  estimate  :  "  I  have  heard  Pitt, 
Ko.\,  and  other  great  speakers,  but 
never  any  to  equal  Lord  Derby, 
when  JMr.  Stanley,  for  elegance 
and  sweetness  of  expression."  Lord  Lytton's  description  of  Lord  Stanley  in  his  poem,  Tlie  New 
Timon,  may  also  be  cited  as  a  contemporary  testimony  to  the  statesman's  genius : — 


itii  cngrai'inij  after  a  draicing  &y  Georpe  Riclttnond,  li  A.,  lii/ 2>crmiS!fioii 

ofGrilUoll'setub. 

EDWARD   STANLEY,    FOURTEENTH    EAKL    OF   DEUBY. 

"  The  Rupert  of  debate" 


Tlif   brilliant  chief,  irregularly  great, 

Fiiink,  haughty,  rash — the  Eupert  of  debate — 

Nor  gout,  nor  toil,  his  freshness  can  destroy. 

And  time  still  leaves  all   Eton  in  the  boy. 

First  in  the  class  and  keenest  in  the  ring, 

He  saps  like  Gladstone,  and  he  fights  like  Spring. 

Ev'n  at  the  feast  his  pluck  pervades  the  board. 

And  dauntless  gamecocks  symbolise  their  lord, 

As  where  a-tilt  at  friend — if  barred  from  foe — 

He  scours  the  ground  and  volunteers  the  blow  ; 


And,  tired  with  conquest  over  Dan  and  8nob, 

Plants  a  slight  brasier  on  the  nose  of  Bob. 

Decorous  Bob,  too  friendly  to  reprove, 

Suggests  fresh  fighting  in  the  ne.xt  remove. 

And  prompts  his  chum,  in  hopes  the  vein  to  cool, 

To  the  prim  benches  of  the  Upper  School. 

Yet  who  not  listens  with  delighted  smile 

To  the  pure  Saxon  of  that  silver  style  ? 

In  the  clear  style  a  heart  as  clear  is  seen. 

Prompt  to  the  rash — revolting  from  the  mean. 


Stanley's  powers  were  directed  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  writing  to  the  delivery  ot 
damaging  attacks  upon  the  Melbourne  ]Ministry  for  their  subservience  to  the  L'ish  vote.  The 
fact  that  the  Government  was  practically  kept  in  power  by  O'Connell  was  scathingly  denounced 
by  Stanley,  and  always  amid  approving  cheers.  In  no  instance  was  his  invective  more 
successful  than  on  one  occasion  when  he  quoted  these  lines  from  Shakespeare  : — 

But  shall  it  be  that  you,  that  set  tlie  crown 
Upon  the  head  of  this  forgetful  man. 
And  for  his  sake  wear  the  detested  blot 
Of  murderous  subornation — shall  it  be 
That  you  a  world  of  curses  undergo. 


Being  the  agents  or  base  second  means. 
The  cords,  the  ladder,  or  the  hangman  rather  7 
Oh,  pardon  me  that  I  descend  so  low 
To  show  the  line  and  the  credicament 


Wherein  you  range  under  this  subtle  king. 
Shall  it  for  shame  be  spoken  in  these  days, 
Or  fill  up  chronicles  in  time  to  come, 
3  hat  men  of  your  nobility  and  power 
Did  'gage  them  both  in  an  unjust  behalf 
As  both  of  you — God  pardon  it — have  done  ? 
And  shall  it  be,  in  more  shame,  further  spoken 
That  you  are  fooled,  discarded,  and  shook  off 
By  him  for  whom  these  shames  ye  underwent? 
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Loid  Chancellnr  uniler  Cann'mc;  in  1S2T,  and  subsetiuontly  in  Ihe  M 
of  I?34  nnil  tlic  Peei  Administration  of  1841-46. 
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(^iiutiiii^r  Shakes]  irarp  in  the  House  of 
('oiimioiis  is  a  liazarilous  piai-tioe,  but  i^taii- 
Icv  luad  rightly  gauged  liis  audience.  The 
telling  sentences  of  the  national  writer  were 
received  witli  immense  enthusiasm.  'I'liey 
were  felt  tn  hit  <itf  most  aptly  a  situation 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Conservative 
0|ipositii)n,  was  degrading  t(j  t!ie  country. 
On  the  Irish  side  there  was  a  not  unnatural 
disposition  shown  to  resent  these  and  similar 
attacks  upon  their  association  with  the 
Government.  Probably  the  most  remarkal)l<- 
—  certainly  the  most  eloquent — retort  whicli 
was  made  was  embodied  in  an  oration  of 
l\ii'liard  I-alor  8heil,  a  notable  ineinber  of 
(_)"( 'oiineH's  party,  to  a  speech  of  Lord 
Lvndliuist's  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  which 
the  L'isli  had  been  referred  to  as  aliens. 

•■Where,''  asked  Shell,  "was  Arthur 
Duke  of  Wellington  when  these  words  were 
uttered?  ]\Iptbinks  he  would  have  started 
u[i  to  disclaim  them.  The  Imttles,  sieges, 
fortunes  that  he"d  jiassed  ought  to  have 
come  back  upon  him.  He  ought  to  have 
remembered  that  from  the  earliest  achieve- 
ment in  which  he  displayed  that  military 
genius  which  has  placed  him  foremost  in  the  annals  of  modern  warfare,  down  to  the  last  and 
surpassing  combat  which  has  made  his  name  imperishable — from  Assaye  to  Vraterloo — the  Irish 
soldier.s  with  whom  your  armies  were  filled  were  the  inseparable  auxiliaiies  to  the  glory 
with  which  his  unparalleled  successes  have  been  crciwr.ed.  Whose  were  the  athletic  arms 
that  drove  V'our  bayonets  at  A'imiera  through  the  phalanxes  that  never  reeled  in  the  shock  of 
war  before?  What  desperate  valour  climbed  the  steejjs  and  filled  the  moats  of  l^adajos?  All. 
all  his  victories  should  have  rushed  and  crowded  back  upon  his  memory — Vimieia,  Badajos. 
Salamanca.  Allmera.  Toulouse,  and,  last  of  all,  the  greatest.  Tell  me,  for  you  were  there — 1 
ai)pe;d  to  the  gallant  soldier  before  me — (pointing  to  Sir  Henry  Hardinge)  — who  has.  I  know, 
a  generous  heart  in  an  intrepid  breast — tell  me,  for  you  must  needs  rememlier  on  that  day 
when  tlie  destinies  of  mankind  were  trembling  in  the  balance,  while  death  fell  in  showers  upon 
them;  when  the  artillery  of  France,  levelled  with  the  precision  of  the  most  deadly  science, 
jilayeil  upon  them  ;  when  her  legions,  incited  by  the  voice,  inspired  liy  the  example  of  their 
mighty  leader,  rushed  again  and  again  to  the  contest; — tell  me  if  for  an  instant  (when  to 
hesitate  for  an  instant  was  to  be  lost)  the  •aliens'  blanched?  And  when,  at  length,  the  moment 
for  the  last  decisive  movement  had  arrixcd  ;  when  the  v;dour,  so  long  wisely  checked,  was  at  last 
let  loose;  when  with  words  familiar  but  immortal  the  great  cajitaiu  exclaimed,  '  I  p.  kids,  and 
at  them!' — tell  me  if  Catholic  L-eland  with  less  heroic  valour  than  the  natives  of  your  own 
glorious  isle  precij)itatecl  itself  upon  the  foe?  The  blood  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland 
flowed  in  the  same  stream  on  the  same  field  :  when  the  chill  morning  dawned  their  dead  lay 
cold  and  stark  together ;  in  the  same  deep  pit  their  bodies  were  deposited  ;  the  green  arm  of 
spring  is  now  breaking  on  their  commingled  dust  ;  the  dew  falls  from  heaven  upon  their  union 
in  the  grave.  Partakers  in  e\ery  peril,  in  the  glory  shall  we  not  participate  ?  And  shall  we  be 
told,  as  a  requital,  that  we  are  estranged  from  the  noble  country  for  whose  salvation  our  life-blood 
was  poured  out  ?  " 

A  great   effect   was   produced  by  this   jiure    piece  of  oratory.     The  passionate  vehemence  of 
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the  speaker,  and  the  mounil'ul  music  of  his    voice,  says  Francis  in    his    "  Orators  of  the  Age," 
were  a  living  echo  to  the  deep  emotions  with  which  his  soul  seemed  charged. 

Far  superior  to  Shell  in  political  talents,  though  greatly  his  inferior  in  oratory,  was  his 
leader,  Daniel  O'Connell.  This  remarkable  man  occupied  a  position  in  Parliament  the  like  of 
which  had  never  been  filled  by  any  politician  who  had  not  held  office.  As  we  have  seen,  his 
was  the  power  behind  the  throne  during  the  continuance  of  the  Melbourne  Ministry.  So  well 
drilled  were  his  legions,  so  completely  were  Jlinistries  at  his  mercy,  that  he  could  at  any  time 
have  displaced  them  if  it  had  suited  his  interests.  His  qualities  appealed  rather  to  the  crowd 
than  to  a  critical  audience  such  as  he  had  to  face  at  Westminster;  yet  he  filled  a  great  place 
there  quite  apart  from  the  prestige  which  belonged  to  him  as  a  powerful  political  leader, 
capable  of  making  and  unmaking  ministries.  It  is  difficult  to  analyse  the  elements  of  his 
>trengtli  ;  but  it  may  be  affirmed  with  some  degree  of  certainty  that  a  racy  gift  of  native 
humour,  coupled  with  a  bland  indifference  to  externals,  which  his  enemies  called  im])udence, 
went  a  long  way  towards  building  up  his  great  reputation.  His  wit  was  never  more  effectively 
employed  than  in  gibbeting  a  political  opponent  in  verse,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing,  to 
the  delight  of  the  House.  One  of  the  best  remembered  and  most  telling  of  his  parodies  was 
the  following  one  on  three  well-known  members,  Colonels  Sibthorp,  Perceval,  and  Verner,  who 
had  attracted  his  malicious  shafts  by 
their  political  action: — 

Tliiee  colonels  in  throe  distant  counties  born, 
Lincoln,  Arni;igh.  and  Sligo  did  adorn; 
The  first  in  matchless  impudence  surpassed, 
The  next  in  bigotry,  in  both  the  last. 
The  force  of  Nature  could  no  further  go — 
'J'o  beard  the  third  she  shaved  the  other  two. 

Tlie  point  of  the  humour  lies  in 
tlie  fact  tliat  while  Perceval  and 
\'erner  stood  in  little  need  of  a 
razor,  Sibthorp  was  bearded  like  a 
pard.  Another  amusing  hicideiit  of 
which  O'Connell  was  the  hero  was 
a  genial  attack  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  on  Walter,  the  pro[)rietor 
of  the  Timei^.  This  gentleman  was 
one  of  the  small  band  of  politicians, 
lieaded  by  Lord  Stanley,  who  on 
l,(jrd  Melbourne's  accession  to  power 
in  18oJ  formed  what  was  styled  the 
•  Xeutral"'  party.  The  ranks  of  the 
party  were  rapidly  depleted  as 
the  session  wore  on.  and  at  length 
only  a  few  of  the  original  members, 
Walter  being  amongst  the  number, 
were  left,  as  it  were,  sitting  on  the 
fence.  O'Connell  one  evening,  in 
the  course  of  a  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Irish  Church  Bill, 
made  allusion  to  this  fact.  Looking 
on  the  ^Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
and  not  seeing  Walter  there,  he  was 
aliout  to  express  his  regi-et  that  he 
was    not    in    the    House,    when    on 


Dmtni  lyUamil  MartUi,  K.A. 
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casting  his  eye  on  the  Opposition  side,  he  observed  him  sitting  in  the  midst  of  his  "Xeutral" 
friends,  on  whieli  he  exclaimed,  in  Ids  own  inimitable  style:  ''Oh,  the  honourable  member  h;is 
also  gone  over  !  While  sitting  by  himself  on  this  (the  Ministerial)  side  of  the  House,  he  was 
like  'the  last  rose  of  summer'  (shouts  of  laughter) — 

Like  tlie  last  rose  of  summer  left  blooming  alone, 
All  its  lovelj'  companions  being  faded  and  gone." 

"It  is  impossible,"  says  ]\Ir.  (irant.  who  describes  the  incident,  "to  convey  any  idea  of  tlie 
effect  which  this  produced.  Mr.  Walter's  ])ersonrtl  friends  could  not  refrain  from  joining  in 
the  loud  peals  of  laughter  which  burst  from  all  parts  of  the  House,  and  even  be  himself 
enjoyed  the  harmless  but  happy  raillery." 

O'Connell  added  to  his  wit  a  pretty  gift  of  vituperative  retort.  When  attacked  in  1837 
by  Disraeli,  whose  earlier  candidature  for  High  Wycombe  in  1832  he  had  supported,  he 
asserted  of  bis  opponent  that  ••  he  possesses  just  the  qualities  of  the  impenitent  thief  who 
died  upon  the  cross,  whose  name  I  verily  believe  must  h-ave  been  Disraeli."  Incensed  at  the 
language,  Disraeli  sent  a  challenge  to  the  Dictator's  son,  calling  upon  him  to  perform  "the 
vicarious  duty  of  yielding  satisfaction  for  the  insults  which  your  father  has  too  long  la\islu'(l 
with  impunity  on  his  political  opponents";  but  the  latter  declined  the  meeting.  O'Connell's 
coarse  invective  got  him  into  constant  hot  water  in  the  House.  One  outbreak  in  the  early 
part  of  1838  drew  down  upon  him  the  formal  censure  of  the  Speaker.  At  a  public  meeting 
in  Ireland  held  at  this  period  the  Liberator    had  inveighed  with    unrestrained    violence   against 

the  action  of  election  com- 
mittees, asserting  that  the 
well-ascertained  choice  of 
important  constituencies  was 
often  set  at  naught  by  com- 
mittee decisions  flagrantly 
irreconcilable  with  a  due 
oljservance  of  that  judicious 
impartiality  to  which  the 
individuals  composing  those 
committees  were  sworn  at 
the  table  of  the  House.  The 
use  of  the  phrase  "perjured" 
in  speaking  of  the  committees 
gave  an  additional  element 
of  offensiveness  to  the  attack, 
and  supplied  the  motive  force 
for  the  proceedings  which 
were  taken  to  vindicate  their 
offended  honour.  After  an 
animated  debate  the  House 
decided  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  that  O'Connell  had 
grievously  overstepped  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  and 
merited  and  should  receive 
tlie  severe  reprimand  of  the 
Chair. 

The    manner    in    which 

the  rebuke  was  administered 

DA.MKL  u'lu.nxi;ll.  is     entertainingly     described 

("The  Liberator"),  tbe  leader  of  the  tiish  iKirty  in  the  eirly  Victorian  Parlh-iments,  in     a      letter     bv     Disraeli    tO  ■ 
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]i,j„-udvced  I,,,  2n, ■„„.■:.<, 0,1  „f  tht  Art  V.nu.i  vf  L,j,„lo,i  f,\,„i  th:,r  la, -w  plate  of  ll.c  j„cturc  Ijtl  Daiiid  Matlinc,  li.A. 
QUEEN   ELIZABETH  AT   TILBURY   FOKT. 
One  of  a  series  of  jamtings  designed  for  the  decoration  of  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament. 

his  sifter,  written  on  March  1st,  1838.  "Yesterday,"  savs  the  vivacious  chronicler,  whose 
narrative  was  doubtless  coloured  by  his  not  unnatural  antipathy  to  the  Irish  leader, 
"  O'Connell  received  his  reprimand  in  one  of  the  most  crowded  Houses  I  remember.  He 
entered  about  4-30,  during  the  transaction  of  private  business,  with  his  usual  air  of  bustle 
and  indifierence ;  but  it  was  very  obvious  that  his  demeanour  was  affected,  as  he  was  so 
restless  that  he  did  not  keep  in  his  place  for  two  minutes  together.  At  five  o'clock  the 
Imsiness  commenced.  The  Sjjeaker  inquired  whether  O'Connell  was  in  attendance,  upon  which 
O'Connell  announced  :  '  Yes,  sir,'  but  did  not  rise.  The  Speaker,  who  wore  his  three-cornered 
hat,  then  said:  'Sir,  ^'ou  must  stand  uj).'  This  rather  dashed  Dan,  who  began  to  feel  uneasy, 
as  was  very  evident,  standing  like  a  culiirit  before  several  hundred  individuals  sitting.  After 
all,  it  is  a  moral  pillory,  and  I  am  mucli  mistaken  whether  Dan  did  not  suffer  acutely.  The 
rei)rimaiid,  considering  the  politics  and  physical  and  intellectual  qualities  of  the  reprimanded, 
was  not  ineffective.  Dan  stood  like  a  penitent  for  a  few  minutes,  then  affected  to  look  at 
some  papers,  and  almost  as  quickly  resumed  his  attention  to  the  Chair,  as  if  he  feared  the 
House  would  notice  his  indifference.  Then  he  dropped  the  paper;  then  he  took  it  up;  then 
listened  again  ;    then  took  out    his  spectacles,  wiped  them,  and  did  mit   put   them  on.     At    last 
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A  portrait  of  the  liistorian  when  making  his  \yay  in  Parliament. 


it  wiis  finished,  wlien  he  rose  and  made  a 
very  vnftiaiily  acknowledgment  ;  and  here  tli(^ 
Speaker  (|iiit(>  failed,  a?;  he  oui,dit  not  ti> 
ha\e   peiiuitteil   it.'" 

O'Connell's  son.  .lolin.  gives,  in  liis 
"Ileeollections  of  a  Parliainentarv  ('arecr."'  a 
pietnie  of  the  scene  painted  from  tlie  Irish 
standpoint.  He  states  that  liis  father,  in 
concluding  what  Disraeli  terms  his  "ruftianlv 
acknowledgment,"'  said  :  "  1  have  repented  of 
nothing.  I  have  retracted  iKjtliing.  I  repeat 
what  I  have  said:  I  only  wish  1  could  find 
terms  less  oft'ensive  in  themselves  and  equally 
significant.  I  am  bound  to  re-assert  what 
I  have  said,  for  I  am  convinced  of  nothing 
liv  a  vote."  "There  was,  of  course,"  says 
John  O'Coniiell.  -a  terrilile  outcry  at  this 
•malignancy.'  and  the  whole  business  would 
doubtless  have  had  to  be  ilone  over  again — 
indictment,  defence,  reprimand  and  all — had 
not  so  many  other  memliers  started  up  and 
expressed  in  pretty  irnequivocal  terms  their 
coincidence  with  Mr.  U'ConneU's  view  of  the 
case,  that  still  greater  ridicule  would  have 
fallen  upon  the  elaborate  jM-ocess  by  which  so  doubtful  a  vindication  of  decisions  whieli.  in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  party,  were  held  l\v  the  public  mind  to  lie  very  doubtful  in  them- 
selves, were  to  be  affected."" 

Notwithstanding  his  faults  of  taste  and  temiiei'.  t)'Connell  occuided  a  jiosition  of  great 
influence  in  the  House  by  \irtue  of  his  extraordin;iry  talents.  ^Nlr.  James  Grant,  in  the 
work  previously  referred  to,  gives  a  glowing  description  of  his  remarkable  debating  powers, 
assigning  him  a  position  in  tliis  res])ect  above  that  of  any  of  his  compeers.  '-O'ConnelFs 
genius,"  he  said.  ■•  ever  and  anon  bursts  forth  with  a  brilliancy  and  effect  which  are  quite 
overwhelming.  You  have  not  well  recovered  from  the  over[H;)wering  surprise  and  admiration 
caused  by  one  of  his  brilliant  effusions  when  another  flashes  upon  you  and  produces  the 
same  effect.  You  have  no  time,  nor  are  you  in  a  position,  to  weigh  the  force  of  his 
arguments;  you  are  taken  captive  wherever  the  speaker  chooses  to  lead  you,  from  beginning 
to  end."  "One  of  the  most  extraordinary  tjualities  of  0"Conneirs  oratory,"  adds  Mr.  Grant, 
"is  the  ease  and  fiicility  with  which  lie  can  make  a  transition  from  one  quality  to  another. 
I  have  seen  him  begin  his  speech  liy  alluding  to  topics  of  an  affecting  nature,  .in  such  a 
manner  as  to  excite  the  deepest  sympathy  towards  the  sufferers  in  the  mind  of  the  most 
unfeeling  person  present.  I  have  seen,  in  other  words,  the  tear  glistening  in  the  eyes  of  men 
altogetlier  unused  to  the  melting  mood,  and  in  a  moment  afterw.irds,  by  a  transition  fnrm  the 
grave  to  the  humorous.  1  have  seen  the  wliole  audience  convulsed  with  laughter.  (Jn  the 
other  hand,  I  have  often  heard  him  commence  his  speecli  in  a  strain  of  the  most  exquisite 
humour,  and  liy  a  sudden  transition  to  deep  ])athos  produce  the  stillness  of  death  in  a  place 
in  which  but   one  moment   liefore  the  air  was  rent  with  shouts  of  laughter.'" 

For  several  years  in  the  early  jiart  of  the  late  Queen's  reign,  O'Connell  continued  to  fill 
the  rarlianientary  and  politiciil  stage  more  or  less  ciunpletely.  He  was  one  of  a  half-dozen 
men  in  the  House  who  could  always  command  an  attentive  hearing  whatever  the  occasion  of 
his  intervention  in  debate.  A  life  of  strenuous  laliour  in  tlie  domain  of  agitation  eventually, 
however,  told  on  his  giant  franu-.  Early  in  1846  he  fell  into  sucVi  ill-health  that  he  found 
it  difficult  to    discharge    his    political    duties.     His    last   speech  in    the    House  of   Commons  was. 


The    Victorian    Parliaments 


471 


delivered  on  April  3rd,  1840.  under  jmtlielie  circ-iuiistaiiL-es.  well  described  by  Disraeli  in  liis 
••  Life  of  Bentinck."  The  occasion  was  the  adjourned  deliate  on  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill.  Speaking 
IVnni  the  ])lace  usually  occupied  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  O'Connell  submitted  an 
aiiiciidinciit  to  the  motion  before  the  House.  "His  appearance  was  of  great  debility,  and  the 
tones  of  his  voice  were  very  still.  His  words,  indeed,  oidy  reached  those  who  were  immodiatelv 
around  him  and  the  ^Ministers  sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the  gi-een  table  and  listening-  with 
that  interest  and  res])ectful  attention  which  liecame  tlie  occasion.  It  was  a  strange  and 
touching  s[iectacle  to  those  who  remembered  the  form  of  colossal  energy  and  the  clear  and 
thrilling  tones  that  liad  once  startled,  disturbed,  and  controlled  senates.  Mr.  (_)'("onnell  was 
on  his  legs  for  nearly  two  hours,  assisted  occasionally  in  the  management  of  his  dociuiKMits  by 
some  devoted  aide-de-camp.  To  the  House  generally  it  was  a  jierformance  in  dumb  show, 
a  feeljle  old  man  muttering  before  a  table  ;  but  respect  for  the  great  Parliamentary  personage 
kept  all  as  orderly  as  if  the  fortunes  of  a  party  hung  upon  his  rhetoric;  and  though  not  an 
accent  reached  the  gallery,  means  were  taken  that  next  morning  the  country  should  not  lose 
the  last  and  not  the  least  interesting 
of  the  s[>eeches  of  one  who  has  so  long 
occupied  and  agitated  the  mind  of 
nations."  O'Connell  lingered  on  mitil 
the  following  year,  but  lie  never  again 
essayed  to  address  the  House. 

A  genius  of  a  widely  different  type 
to  ()"(_'onni41  wlio  also  figured  prominently 
in  Parliament  at  this  period  was 
Macaulay,  to  whom  brief  reference  has 
already  been  made.  The  historian,  who 
did  nothing  by  halves,  from  the  outset 
of  his  Parliamentary  career  made  up 
his  mind  to  create  a  gi-eat  repiutation 
for  himself  as  a  debater;  and  he 
brilliantly  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
lli^  design.  His  maiden  speech,  delivered 
in  lS:iO  on  the  Jewish  Disabilities 
ipii^tion.  accortling  to  ^h:  Grant, 
••  electrified  the  House  and  called  forth 
the  higbest  comjiliments  to  the  speaker 
from  men  of  all  parties."  It  was 
followed  up  the  next  year  liy  a  series 
of  masterly  contributions  to  the  debates 
on  the  Reform  cjuestion.  Jeffreys,  his 
famous  colleague  on  the  Ediahiuyh 
Rcrteu'.  after  hearing  one  of  these  wrote 
to  Lord  Cockljurn  expressing  the  oi)inion 
that  the  utterance  put  Macaulay  "at 
the  head  of  the  great  speakers,  if  not 
the  great  debaters,  of  the  House."  This 
flattering  estimate  was  confirmed  and 
u[iheld  by  subsei^uent  experience.  TIh^ 
historian  suiijilied  in  his  person  a 
striking  refutation  of  the  conunonly 
accepted   theory    that    a    man    who    was 

a  great  writer  could   not  be  also  a  great  Ti[(iir.\'<  r.\r.ix(;Tox.  lord  jr.\rAri,.vy. 
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Parliamentary  triumphs,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  to  that  immense  capacity  for  taking  pains 
which  built-  up  his  sj)lendid  literary  reputation.  His  speeches  were  jirepared  with  the  utmost 
care  and  committed  to  memory.  They  were  adorned  with  every  literary  grace,  and  when 
delivered  had  all  the  charm  which  characterises  his  writings.  If  instead  of  succumbing  to  the 
blandishments  of  a  lucrative  and  dignified  official  career  in  India  he  had  followed  his  political 
bent,  almost  any  position  short  of  the  highest  miglit  eventually  have  been  his.  As  things 
Avere  he  left  a  great  name  in  the  annals  of  Parliament,  but  he  was  never  absolutely  in  the 
Iront  rank. 

Many  are  the  descriptions  in  contemporary  political  literature  of  Macaulay's  peculiar  style  of 
breathless  oratory.  The  most  graphic  is,  perhaps,  that  contained  in  the  following  sketch  supplied 
in  Francis's  "Orators  of  the  Age":  "Seated,  he  folds  his  arms  and  sits  in  silence,  .<eldom 
speaking  to  his  colleagues  or  appearing  to  notice  what  is  going  forward.  An  opening  is 
made  in  the  discussion,  and  he  rises,  or  rather  darts  up  from  his  seat,  plunging  at  once  into 
the  \ery  heart  of  his  subject,  without  exordium  or  apologetic  preface.  In  fact,  you  have  for 
<i  few  seconds  heard  a  voice,  jiitched  in  alto,  monotonous  and  rather  shrill,  pouring  forth  words 
with  inconceivable  velocity,  ere  you, have  become  aware  that  a  new  speaker,  and  one  of  no  common 
iirder,  has  broken  in  upon  the  debate.  A  few  seconds  more,  and  cheers— perhaps  from  all 
]iarts  of  the  House — rouse  you  from  your  apathy,  compelling  you  to  follow  that  extremely 
volulile  and  not  very  enticing  voice  in  its  rapid  course  through  the  subject  on  which  the 
.speaker  is  entering,  with  a  resolute  determination,  it  seems,  never  to  pause.  You  think  of  an 
t^xpress  train  that  does  not  stop  even  at  the  chief  stations.  On,  on,  he  sjaeeds,  in  full  reliance 
on  his  own  momentum,  never  stojjping  for  words,  never  stopping  for  thoughts,  never  halting 
for  an  instant,  even  to  take  breath — his  intellect  gathering  new  vigour  as  he  proceeds,  hauling 
the  subject  after  him.  and  all  its  jiossible  attributes  and  illustrations  with  the  strength  of  a 
giant,  leaving  a  line  of  light  on  the  pathway  his  mind  has  trod.  till,  unexhausted  and 
apparently  inexhaustible,  he  brings  this  remarkable  cftVirt  to  a  close  by  a  ]ieroration  so  highly 
sustained  in  its  declamatorv  power,  so  abounding  in  illustration,  so  admirably  framed  to  crown 
and  clench  the  whole  oration,  that  surprise,  even  if  it  has  begun  to  wear  ofl",  kindles  anew, 
and  the  hearer  is  left  utterly  jjrostrate  and  powerless  by  the  whirlwind  of  ideas  and  emotions 
that  has  swept  over  him." 

iNIacaulay  showed    in  his  oratory  that   happy  gift  which    so    conspicuously  distinguishes    his 

writings  of  making  a  subject  interesting  by  allusion 
and  anecdote.  Indeed,  there  is  a  striking  resemblance 
of  thought  and  construction  between  the  two.  As 
Francis  puts  it,  "His  speeches  read  like  essays,  as 
his  essays  read  like  speeches."  An  excellent  example 
of  his  oratorical  style  is  furnished  by  a  speech  he 
delivered  in  February,  1 845,  on  the  new  tariff  scheme 
introduced  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  by  which,  while 
absolutely  jirohibitory  duties  were  imposed  on  foreign 
sugar  manufactured  by  slave  laboiu",  raw  sugar  of 
similar  origin  was  admitted  free.  The  casuistical 
distinction  was  seized  hold  of  by  INIacaulay  for 
attack.  His  method  was  anecdotal.  "  I  remember.'" 
said  the  eminent  historian,  "  something  very  like 
the  honourable  gentleman's  morality  in  a  Spanish 
novel  which  I  read  long  ago.  I  beg  pardon  of  the 
House  for  detaining  them  with  such  a  trifle,  but 
the  story  is  much  to  the  purpiose.  A  wandering 
lad.  a  sort  of  Gil  Bias,  is  taken  into  the  service  of 
.,1  „.ci,ui«  in  '^  ''"^'^  '^^^  silversmith,  a  most  pious  man,  who  is 
oiiyright.  alwavs  telling  his  beads,  who   liears  mass  dailv.  and 
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observes  the  feasts  and  fasts  of  the 
Church  with  the  utmost  scrupulosity. 
The  silversmith  is  alwaN's  preaching 
honesty  and  piety.  '  Never,'  he  con- 
stantly repeats  to  his  young  assistant 
— •  ne\"er  toucli  what  is  not  your 
own  ;  never  take  liberties  with  sacred 
things.'  Sacrilege,  as  uniting  theft 
with  profaneness,  is  the  sin  of  which 
he  has  the  deepest  horror.  One  day 
while  he  is  lecturing  after  his  usual 
fashion  an  ill-looking  fellow  comes 
into  the  shop  with  a  sack  under  his 
arm.  •^^'ill  you  buy  these?'  says 
the  visitor,  and  produces  from  the 
sack  some  church  plate  and  a  rich 
silver  crucifix.  '  Buy  them  ! '  says 
the  pious  man.  '  Xo,  nor  touch 
them — not  for  the  world.  I  know 
where  you  got  them.  Wretch  that 
you  are,  have  you  no  care  for  your 
soul  ?  '     '  Well,  then,'  says  the  thief, 

•  if  you  will  not  buy  them,  will  you 
melt  them  down  for  me?'  'Melt 
them  down?'  answers  the  silversmith  ; 

•  that  is  quite  another  matter.'  He 
takes  the  chalices  and  the  crucifix 
with  a  jiair  of  tongs  ;  the  silver  thus 
in  bond  is  dropped  into  the  crucible, 
melted,  and  delivered  to  the  thief, 
who  pays  down  five  pnstoles  and 
decamps  with  his  booty.  The  young  servant  stares  at  this  strange  scene  ;  but  the  master  very 
gravely  resumes  his  lecture.  '  j\Iy  son,'  he  says,  '  take  warning  by  that  sacrilegious  knave,  and 
take  example  by  me.  Think  what  a  load  of  guilt  lies  on  his  conscience  !  You  will  see  him 
hanged  before  long.  But  as  to  me,  you  saw  that  I  would  not  touch  the  stolen  property.  I 
keep  these  tongs  for  such  occasions,  and  thus  I  thrive  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  manage  to  turn 
an  honest  penny.' "  The  House  laughed  hugely  at  Macaulay's  whimsical  story,  and  even  Peel's 
severe  features  relaxed  as  its  application  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  debate  became  obvious. 

To  jNIacaulay  belongs  the  rare  honour  of  having  made  a  speech'  which  turned  the  balance 
of  voting  in  the  House.  The  occasion  was  the  second  reading  of  Lord  ^Nlahon's  Coi)yright 
Bill,  introduced  in  the  session  of  1842.  In  this  measure  it  was  sought  to  extend  the  copyright 
of  a  book  to  a  period  twenty-five  years  after  the  death  of  an  author.  ]\Iacaulav,  who  in  the 
2)revious  session  had  successfully  oppjosed  a  similar  bill  introduced  by  Serjeant  Talfourd,  brought 
forward  an  alternative  scheme  giving  protection  for  forty-two  years  reckoned  from  the  date 
of  publication.  His  speech  in  elucidation  of  his  plan  was,  as  his  biographer  remarks,  "  as 
amusing  as  an  essay  of  Elia,  and  as  convincing  as  a  proof  of  Euclid."  With  a  wealth  of 
illustration  drawn  from  his  well-stored  mind  he  showed  that  the  efifect  of  the  bill,  if  carried, 
would  be  to  give  p)rolonged  protection  to  some  of  the  worst  works  of  an  authox",  and  to  afford 
inadequate  protection  to  the  best.  On  the  other  hand,  his  own  proposal,  if  adopted,  he 
maintained  would  ensure  j^rotection  to  the  most  valuable  of  an  author's  works.  "  To  Lear. 
to  Macbeth,  to  Othello,  to  The  Faery  Queen,  to  Paradise  Lost,  to  Bacon's  '  Novum  Organum  ' 
and  '  De  Augmentis.'  to  Locke's  '  Essay  on  the  Human  Understanding.'  to  Clarendon's  '  History,' 
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to  Jluiuc's  ■History,'  to  (iilibon's  'History,' 
to  Smith's  '\\'ealth  of  Nations,'  to  Addison's 
Spectator,  to  almost  all  tlip  great  works  of 
Ijiirke,  to  'Clarissa'  and  'Sir  Charles 
Cirandison,'  to  'Joseph  Andrews,"  '  Tom  Jones.' 
and  'Amelia,'  and,  with  the  single  exception 
of  'Waverley.'  to  all  the  novels  of  Sir 
W'altei-  Srolt,  I  give  a  longer  term  of 
copyright  than  my  noble  friend  gives.  Can 
he  nialeh  that  list  ?  Does  not  that  list 
contain  what  England  has  produced  greatest 
ill  many  various  ways — poetry,  philosophy, 
history,  eloipienee,  wit,  skilful  portraiture  of 
life  and  manners  y  I  confidently,  therefore, 
call  on  the  Committee  to  take  my  plan  in 
1  ireference  to  the  plan  of  my  noble  friend." 
The  speech  made  a  marked  impression  on 
the  House.  At  its  conclusion  Sir  Robert  Peel 
walked  across  tlie  floor  and  assured  Macaulay 
that  it  had  radically  altered  his  views  on 
the  subject.  tither  imjjortant  members 
made  a  like  confession.  In  fact,  it  was 
.Icarly  demonstrated  that  the  closely  reasoned 
arguments  of  the  historian  had  profoundly 
.iltered  the  situation  as  it  existed  at  the 
'"inmencement  of  the  debate.  In  the  result 
-Macaulay's  ptlan  was  adopted  substantially 
without  modification,  and  "he  enjoyed  the 
satisfaction  of  having  framed,  according  to  his 
mind,  a  statute  which  may  fairly  be  described 
as  the  charter  of  his  craft,  and  of  having 
added  to  Hansard  what  are  by  common  consent  allowed  to  be  among  its  most  readable  pages." ' 

Another  of  ■Macaulay's  speeches  of  this  period  which  won  even  greater  celebrity  was  his 
criticism  of  the  JNIaynooth  Grant  on  the  second  reading  of  the  measure  introduced  by  Sir 
Robert  Peel  in  1845.  "Was  such  a  feat  of  legislation  ever  seen?"  asked  ]\Iacaulav.  "And 
can  we  wonder  that  the  eager,  honest,  hot-headed  Protestants,  who  raised  you  to  power  in  the 
confident  hope  that  you  would  curtail  the  privileges  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  should  stare  and 
gi'umble  when  you  propose  to  give  public  money  to  the  Roman  Catholics  ?  Can  we  wonder 
that,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  everything  should  be  ferment  and  ujjroar, 
that  petitions  should  night  after  night  whiten  all  our  benches  like  a  snowstorm?  Can  we 
wonder  that  the  people  out  of  doors  should  be  exasperated  by  seeing  the  very  men  who,  when 
we  were  in  office,  voted  against  the  old  grant  to  jMaynooth,  now  pushed  and  pulled  into  the 
House  by  your  whippers-in  to  vote  for  an  increased  grant  ?  The  natural  consequences  follow. 
All  those  fierce  spirits  whom  you  halloed  on  to  harass  us  now  turn  round  and  begin  to  worry 
you.  The  Orangeman  raises  his  wax- whoop;  Exeter  Hall  sets  up  its  bray^ ;  Mr.  ]\Iacneile  shudders 
to  see  more  costly  dress  than  ever  provided  for  the  priests  of  Baal  at  the  table  of  the  Queen  ; 
and  the  Protestant  operatives  of  Dublin  call  for  impeachments  in  exceedingly  bad  English. 
Bat  what  did  you  expect?  Did  you  think  when,  to  serve  your  turn,  you  call  the  Devil  u]), 
that  it  was  as  easy  to  lay  him  as  to  raise  him." 

JNlacaulay's  outsjjoken  utterances  on  this  occasion  had  far-roacliing  results  for  him  personally. 
His  phrase,  "  The  bray  of  Exeter  Hall,"  caused  deep  offence  to  his  constituents,  and  it  was  one 

'  Trevolvun's  "  Life  of  Macaiihiy." 
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of  the  contributory  causes,  if  not,  indeed,  the  chief,  which  brought  about,  his  defeat  at  Edinbm-gh 
in  1S47.  There  was  a  likelihood  at  the  time  that  the  rebuff,  so  humiliating  to  one  of  Macaulay's 
]irciiul  nature,  would  have  led  to  his  complete  retirement  from  political  life.  But  five  years 
later  the  Eldinburgh  people  voluntarily  undertaking  to  make  amends  for  their  previous  harsh 
conduct,  the  historian  stood  again  and  was  returned  at  the  head  of  the  |icill.  I)uring  the  few 
remaining  years  of  his  Parliamentary  life  he  made  some  notable  contrihutiinis  to  debates  in 
tlie  House.  What  he  himself  regards  as  bis  •'very  best  speech"  was  one  delivered  in  1853 
on  the  factory  question.  In  this  he  made  effective  use  of  the  analogy  of  the  Sunday  to  defend 
the  principle  of  regulating  the  hours  of  labour.  "  ]\Ian.'' be  said — "  mati  is  the  great  instrument 
that  produces  wealth.  The  natural  difference  between  Campania  and  Bpitzbergen  is  trifling 
when  compared  with  the  difference  between  a  country  inhaliited  by  men  full  of  bodily  and 
mental  vigour  and  a  country  inhabited  by  men  sunk  in  bodily  and  mental  decrepitude. 
Therefore  it  is  tliat  we  are  not  poorer,  but  richer,  because  we  have  rested  from  our  labour  one 
day  in  seven.  That  day  is  not  lost.  While  industry  is  suspended,  while  the  plough  lies  in 
the  furrow,  while  the  Exchange  is  silent,  while  no  smoke  ascends  from  the  factory,  a  process 
is  going  on  quite  as  important  to  the  wealth  of  nations  as  any  process  which  is  performed 
on  more  busy  days.  ]Man,  the  machine  of  machines,  the  machine  compared  with  which  all 
the  contrivances  of  the  Watts  and  the  Arkwrights  are  worthless,  is  repairing  and  winding  up, 
so  that  he  returns  to  his  labours  on  the  iNIonday  with  clever  intellect,  with  livelier  spirits,  with 
renewed  corporal  vigour.  Never  will  I  believe  that  what  makes  a  pof)ulation  stronger,  and 
healthier,  and  wiser,  and  better,  can  ultimately  make  it  poorer.  You  try  to  frighten  us  by 
telling  us  that  in  some  German  factories  the  young  work  seventeen  hours  in  the  twenty-four ; 
that  they  work  so  hard  that  among  thousands  there  is  not  one  who  grows  to  such  a  statvu-e 
that  he  can  be  admitted  into 
the  army ;  and  you  ask 
whether,  if  we  pass  this  bill, 
we  can  possibly  hold  our  own 
against  such  competition  as 
this.  >Sir,  I  laugh  at  the 
thought  of  such  competition. 
If  ever  we  are  forced  to  yield 
the  foremost  place  among 
commercial  nations,  we  shall 
yield  it,  not  to  a  race  of 
degenerate  dwarfs,  but  to  some 
peojale  pre-eminently  vigorous 
in  body  and  mind." 

Though  Macaulay  had  in 
a  marked  degree  what  is 
familiarly  known  as  "  the  ear 
of  the  House,"  he  never  com- 
manded that  power  over  its 
emotions  which  was  wielded  by 
its  greatest  orators.  ^lembers 
listened  to  him  with  eager 
attention,  and  occasionally,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  copyright 
speech,  deferred  to  his  views  ; 
but  they  were  hardly  stirred 
by  him.  Francis,  in  liis  dis- 
criminating sketch,  attributes 
this  partial  foilure  to  ^laeaalay's 


ULM:\    .Idll.N    TlCMPLi;,    TIUKl)    VISCOUXT   PALMERSTOX,    K.G. 
One  of  the  greateat  of  Queen  Victoria's  Prime  Ministers, 
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"inveterate  Imlnt  of  ]ire]iaring  his  s)ioeclios,  evc^ii  to  t  lie  very  words  and  phrases,  and  cdiinnitt  iiig 
them  to  memory  long  before  the  hour  of  delivery."  iSoine  opininns  of  menihers  of  the  Press 
Gallei-y,  cited  by  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  strengthen  the  view  thai  undue  elaboi'ation  diminished 
the  oratorical  effectiveness  of  the  great  man's  utterances,  and  though  the  bi(jgra))hcr  endeavours 
with  some  success  to  show  that  there  was  considerably  less  of  preparation  than  the  world 
supposed,  it  is  unquestionable  that  the  j)revailing  impression  created  was  that  (jf  a  lack  of 
spontaneity  and  earnestness  in  his  vigorous  rhetoric.  When,  however,  the  worst  has  been  said 
of  the  speeches,  they  will  remain  with  Burke's  orations  amongst  tlie  most  fascinating  contribu- 
tions to  the  store  of  Parliamentary  erudition. 

Contemporaneously  with  the  Parliamentary  exjieriences  of  Macaulay  was  j)assed  the  political 
apprenticeship  of  one  who,  having  made  a  great  reputation  in  the  domain  of  literatm-e,  was  to 
achieve  an  even  more  illustrious  jiosition  in  the  field  of  statesmanship).  It  scarcely  needs  to  be 
stated  tliat  the  reference  is  to  Benjamin  Disraeli.  Of  all  the  strange  figures  which  flit  across 
the  stage  at  Westminster  his,  perhaps,  is  the  strangest  and  most  romantic.  Jewish  by  birth  — 
an  alien,  as  his  political  enemies  were  too  prone  to  call  him — destitute  of  the  family  connections 
which  had  been  the  dower  of  many  great  statesmen  of  an  earlier  day,  with  strong  prejudices  to 
fight  against  and  bitter  rivalries  and  jealousies  to  overcome,  he  with  a  steadfastness  of  purpose 
and  a  political  prescience  which  amounted  almost  to  an  inspiration  forged  his  way  to  the 
topmost  rung  of  the  ladder  of  fame,  leaving  behind  him  finally  a  name  which  ranks  with  the 
greatest  in  Parliamentary  history. 

An  oft-told    liut    ever-engrossing    tale    is    that   of   Disraeli's    first    sjieech    in    tJie    House    of 

Commons.  Young  and  politically 
inexperienced,  but  with  a  confident 
belief  in  his  own  powers,  he 
had  taken  his  seat  on  the  opening 
of  the  first  Parliament  of  Queen 
Victoria  on  November  20th,  1837,  as 
memlier  for  Maidstone.  His  fame  as 
a  novelist  had  then  been  estalilished 
beyond  the  power  of  detraction,  but 
sweet  as  the  incense  of  literary  success 
was,  it  did  not  satisfy  his  amlntious 
jiature.  Political  distinction  was  the 
goal  of  his  aspirations,  as  perhaps  it 
had  ever  been  from  the  time  he  had 
reached  manhood.  With  ill-concealed 
impatience  he  waited  the  opportunity 
of  making  an  effective  debut.  It 
came,  or  he  thought  it  did,  on 
December  7tli,  in  a  debate  on  a 
question  arising  out  of  some  Irish 
election  petitions.  Earlier  there  had 
been  a  sharp  passage  of  arms  between 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  O'Connell. 
The  former  had  accused  the  Liberator 
of  encouraging  assassination,  and  said 
that  there  were  many  people  then 
living  in  Ireland  under  a  system  of 
terrorism  '•more  powerful  and  terrible 
than  that  which  existed  under  Kobes- 
pierre  in  France."  Not  to  be  outdone 
in  vituperation,  O'Connell,  after 


F   ABEUDEEN". 

Foreign  Secretary  in  1828  under  the  Dnke  of  Wellington,  and  again  in  1841  under  Sii 
Robert  Feel  ;  head  of  the  Coalition  Ministry  of  18o2. 


b.i  I.   U'olUr  n'Jwn,  R.  J, 

DISRAELI'S    FIRST    SPEECH    IN   THE    HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
al  times  many  things,  and  I  have  often  succeeded  at  hist.     Ay,  sir,  though  I  sit  down 
you  will  hear  me." 
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THE  OPENING   OP  PAULIAMENT   BY  QUEEN  VICTOKIA  IX   1843. 

entering  into  a  defence  of  his  jjosition  as  a  political  leader,  and  mentioning  that  he  liad 
foregone  judicial  preferment  in  order  to  continue  his  indejjendent  career,  concluded  with  the 
words,  "  Is  it  for  that  sacrifice  that  I  am  now  vilified  and  traduced  by  an  old  renegade."  It 
was  at  this  juncture  that  Disraeli  stepped  into  the  breach.  He  was  a  strikingly  handsome  young 
man,  somewhat  of  a  dandy  in  his  dress,  and  with  an  air  of  easy  grace  which  bespoke  more  than  a 
passing  acquaintance  with  salons.  "When  he  arose,  as  he  did  the  instant  that  O'Connell  resumed 
his  sea*:,  all  eyes  were  tm-ned  towards  him  in  eager  cm'iosity,  as,  apart  from  the  personal  enmity 
known  to  exist  between  him  and  the  Irish  leader,  there  was  the  debut  of  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  fashionable  writers  of  the  day  to  stimulate  interest.  His  speech,  which  commenced 
with  the  customary  apology  for  indulgence  on  the  plea  of  inexiDerience,  ojiened  quietly  enough, 
but  it  was  speedily  made  clear  that  he  was  not  to  have  fair  play.  A  reference  to  O'Connell 
provoked  interruption,  and  there  were  jeers  when  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  did  not  "affect 
to  be  insensible  to  the  difficulty  of  my  position."  They  were  renewed  when  he  professed  his 
anxiety  to  bring  the  subject  of  the  debate  back  to  the  proper  point.  "I  wish,"  said  Disraeli.  "I 
really  could  induce  the  House  to  give  me  five  minutes  more  (roars  of  laughter).  I  stand  here 
to-night,  sir — (here  the  noise  in  the  House  became  so  general  that  the  honom-able  gentleman  could 
not  proceed  for  some  time;  when  the  confusion  had  somewhat  subsided  he  said:)— I  stand  here 
to-night,  sir,  not  formally,  but  in  some  degree  virtually,  the  rejiresentative  of  a  considerable 
number  of  members  of  Parliament  (bursts  of  laughter).  Xow,  why  smile  ?  (continued  laughter). 
Why  envy  me  ?  (here  the  laughter  became  loud  and  general).  Why  should  I  not  have  a  tale  to 
unfold  to-night  ?  (roars  of  laughter).  Do  you  forget  that  band  of  a  hundred  and  fifty-eight  members 
— those  ingenuous  and  inexperienced  youths  to  whose  unsophisticated  minds  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer,  in  those  tones  of  winning  pathos (excessive  laughter  and  loud  cries  of  '  Question  ')."' 

So  the  interruptions  continued,  the  speaker  meanwhile  battling  manfully  on,  determined, 
if  possible,  to  secure  a  hearing.  The  report — that  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  December  8tb. 
1837 — proceeds:  "If  honom-aljle  members  think  it  is  fair  to  interrupt  me.  1  will  submit 
(gi-eat  laughter).     I  would  not  act  so  towards  any  one,  that  is  all  I  can  say  (laughter,  and  cries 

of  'Go  on  !  ').     But   I  beg  simply  to  ask ('  Oh  ! '  and  loud  laughter).     Nothing  is  so  easy  as 

to  laugh  (roars  of  laughter).  I  really  wish  to  place  before  the  House  what  is  our  position. 
When  we  remember  all  this — when  we  remember  that  in  spite  of  the  support  of  the  honoui'- 
able  and  learned  gentleman  the  member  for  Dublin  and  his  well-disciplined  phalanx  of 
patriots,  and,  in  spite  of  this,  we  remember  the  amatory  eclogue — (roars  of  laughter) — the  old 
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loves  and  tho  now  loves,  that  took  i)laee  between  the  noljle  lord  the  Titvrus  of  the  Treasui'v 
Bench  and  tlie  learned  Daphne  of  Liskeard — (loud  laughter  and  cries  of  'Question') — which 
appearetl  as  a  fresh  instance  of  the  anioris  re(lintegratio^(excessive  laughter) — when  we 
remember  at  the  same  time  that  with  emanci2>ated  Ireland  and  enslaved  England  on  the  one 
hand  a  triumphant  nation,  on  the  other  a  groaning  people,  and  notwithstanding  the  noble  lord, 
seciire  on  the  pedestal  of  power,  may  wield  in  one  hand  the  keys  of  St.  Peter,  and '' 

■•  At  this  juncture,''  proceeds  the  veracious  chronicle,  "  the  honourable  member  was  interrupted 
with  such  loud  and  incessant  bursts  of  laughter  that  it  was  imi)ossible  to  know  whether  he 
really  closed  his  sentence  or  not."'  Then  came  that  historic  incident  with  its  projjhetic  declara- 
tion which  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  great  statesman's  entrance  upon  the  Parliamentary 
stage.  "At  last,"  says  Mr.  James  Grant,  '•  losing  all  temper,  which  until  then  he  had  preserved  in 
a  wonderful  manner,  he  paused  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  and  looking  the  Liberals  indignantly 
in  the  face,  raised  his  hands  and  opened  his  mouth  as  wide  as  its  dimensions  would  permit,  and 
said  in  remarkably  loud  and  almost  terrific  tones  :  '  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  reception 
wliich  I  ha\-e  received.  I  have  begun  several  times  many  things,  and  I  have  often  succeeded 
at   last.     Ay.  sir,  and  though  I  sit  down  now,  the  time  will  come  when  you  will  hear  me.'" 

Despite  his  brave  words  Disraeli  was  intensely  mortified  at  the  unmannerly  reception  he 
had  received,  j\Ir.  Grant  describes  him  as  presenting  "  the  very  picture  of  a  disappointed  man," 
sitting  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening  scarcely  exchanging  a  word  with  any  one,  Disraeli's 
own  view  was  that  his  debut  was  a  failm-e,  but  that  the  failure  was  not  caused  by  any  short- 
comings on  bis  part,  but  from  the  physical  powers  of  his  adversaries.  "  I  can  give  you  no 
idea,"  he  says  in  a  letter  to  his  sister  \vritten  the  day  after  the  delivery  of  the  speech,  "  how 
bitter,  how  factious,  how  unfair  they  were,  and  that  was  like  my  first  debut  at  Aylesbury, 
and  perhaps  in  that  sense  may  be  auspicious  of  ultimate  triumph  in  the  same  scene.  I  fought 
through  all  with  undaunted  i)luck  and  unruffled  temper,  made  occasionally  good  isolated  hits 
when  there  was  silence,  and  finished  with  sjiirit  when  I  found  a  formal  display  was  in- 
effectual. My  party  backed  me  well,  and  no  one  with  more  zeal  and  kindness  than  Peel — 
cheering  me  repeatedly,  which  is  not 
his  custom.  In  the  Lobby  at  the 
division  Chandos,  who  was  not  near 
me  while  speaking,  came  up  and 
congratulated  me.  I  replied  that 
I  thought  there  was  no  cause  for 
congratulations,  and  muttered 
'Failure!'  •  Xo  such  thing,'  said 
Chandos ;  '  you  are  quite  wrong.  I 
have  just  seen  Peel,  and  I  said  to 
him,  '•  Xow  tell  me  exactly  what 
you  think  of  D."  Peel  replied. 
'•  Some  of  my  party  were  disappointed 
and  talk  of  failure ;  I  say  just  the 
reverse.  He  did  all  that  he  could 
do  under  the  circumstances.  I  say 
anything  but  failure  ;  he  must  make 
his  way." '  '  Peel's  instinct  was  sound. 
Before  many  years  had  elapsed  Disraeli 
had  shown  bej'ond  cavil  his  genius 
for  political  warfare,  and  shown  it, 
curiously  enough,  at  Peel's  expense. 
But  this  is  a  story  which  must 
be  left  for  treatment  in  another 
chapter. 


JfUr  thepklurc  bij  Clalon 
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An  eaily  purti;iit. 
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THE    VICTORIAN  PARLIAMENTS   {continued). 

The  year  184G  broiiglit  to  a  close  an  agitation  wliich  had  been  carried  on  throughout  tlie 
country  for  a  long  jieriod  under  the  auspices  of  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League,  a  body  founded  at 
Manchester  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  the  import  duty  on  wheat,  and  thereby  enabling  the 
whole  population  to  obtain  cheaper  bread.  Charles  Pelham  Villiers.  Richard  Cobden,  and  John 
Bright  are  names  that  will  ever  be  remembered  in  connection  with  this  great  movement.  All 
were  typical  middle-class  Englishmen,  and  they  fought  the  battle  with  a  dogged  perseverance 
worthy  of  the  cause.  But  to  Sir  Robert  Peel  is  due  the  credit  of  actually  giving  legislative 
effect  to  the  determination  of  the  majority  of  peojjle.  This  great  man's  career  has  already 
been  touched  upon.  As  was  eloquently  expressed  by  his  distinguished  son,  Lord  Peel,  he  was  "  a 
statesman  whose  history  and  whose  labours  are  identified  with  the  story  and  debates  of  this 
House  ;  whose  public  services  are  indelibly  wi-itten  in  the  records  of  his  country ;  and  whose 
name    is   wai-mly  cherished    in    a  multitude  of  British  homes."     For  more  than   half  a  century 

the  i-estrictions  on  the  im- 
portation of  wheat  had  been 
keeidy  felt,  and  from  time  to 
time  the  snliject  was  dealt 
with  in  a  small  way,  the  final 
concession  a  few  years  jirevious 
to  1846  being  a  sliding  scale 
duty  of  Is.  to  £1  per  quarter, 
according  to  the  market  value. 
Eventually.  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
hitherto  the  trusted  leader  of 
the  Protectionist  party,  became 
convinced  of  the  justice  of  the 
cry  for  abolition  of  the  duty, 
and  he  succeeded  in  1846.  in 
spite  of  the  violent  opposition 
of  many  of  his  own  supporters, 
in  passing  into  law  that  measure 
with  which  his  name  is  so 
closely  connected  and  which 
resulted  in  the  total  extinc- 
tion of  the  import  duty  on  corn 
and  in  the  ultimate  adoption 
nf  the  general  policy  of  Free 
Tracll^ 

Tlie  development  of  Peel's 
Free  Trade  policy  was  marked 
by  fierce  and  acrimonious 
debates  in  the  Commons,  and 
by  personal  attacks  upon  the 
RICHARD  COBDEN,  M.P.,  Statesman    by    his    old    associ- 

One  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Free  Trade  moTement.  ates,    who    regarded    him    aS   the' 
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betrayer  of  their  interests. 
Foremost  in  the  fray  through- 
out these  bitter  controversies 
was  Disraeli,  who,  earlier  a 
faithful  follower  and  admirer 
of  Peel,  now  became  his 
sleepless  and  unrelenting 
antagonist.  It  isnot  necessary 
for  our  purposes  to  inquire 
whether  this  change  of  front 
was  due  to  genuine  public 
spirit,  or  whether,  as  some 
writers  represent,  to  personal 
feeling  arising  out  of  Peel's 
neglect  of  Disraeli  in  forming 
his  Administration.  But  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  the  open 
antagonism  between  the  two 
was  shown  before  the  states- 
man took  his  final  plunge, 
and  arose  over  matters  which 
were  not  connected  with  the 
fiscal  question  which  was 
shortly  to  become  the  burn- 
ing controversy  of  the  day. 

There  was  a  particularly 
sharp  passage  of  arms  in  the 
session  of  1845  over  the 
historic  episode  of  the  open- 
ing of  jNIazzini's  letters. 
Disraeli  attacked  Peel  with 
violence,  describing  him  as 
displaying  "unusual  warmth," 

and  observing  that  it  by  no  means  followed  that  he  felt  what  lie  expressed.  '•  The  right 
honourable  baronet,"  he  remarked,  "has  too  great  a  mind,  and  feels  too  eminent  a  position,  ever 
to  lose  his  temper ;  but  in  a  pjopular  assembly  it  is  sometimes  expedient  to  enact  the  part 
of  the  choleric  gentleman.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  touched  the  redbox  with  emotion. 
I  know  from  old  experience  that  when  one  first  enters  the  House  these  exhibitions  are  rather 
alarming ;  and  I  believe  that  some  of  the  younger  members  were  much  frightened  ;  but  I  would 
advise  them  not  to  be  terrified.  I  will  tell  them  that  the  right  honourable  baronet  will  not 
eat  them  up — will  not  even  resign ;  the  very  worst  thing  he  will  do  will  be  to  tell  them  to 
rescind  a  vote."  The  next  night  Sir  Kobert  Peel  replied  to  the  attack.  "Notwithstanding  the 
provocation  of  the  honourable  gentleman,"  he  said,  "  I  will  not  deal  so  harshly  with  him  as  he 
has  dealt  with  me.  He  undertakes  to  assure  the  House  that  my  vehemence  was  all  pretended 
and  warmth  all  simulated.  I,  on  the  contrary,  will  do  him  entire  justice;  I  do  believe  that 
his  bitterness  was  not  simulated,  but  that  it  was  entirely  sincere.  .  .  .  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  at  perfect  liberty  to  give  a  direct  suj^port  to  a  hostile  motion,  but  all  I  ask  is,  that  when 
he  gi\es  that  support  to  the  motion,  let  him  not  say  that  he  does  it  in  a  friendly  spirit. 


I  tliepamtinghii  Wall,,-  irn7„i,n  Uiilcis,  It.A.,  lu  the  XntioMil  Porlrait  Galler;/. 

THE   lUGHT   HON.  JOHX    BRIGHT,  M.P. 

The  eminent  statesman  and  orator. 


Give  me  the  avowed,  erect,  and  manly  foe 

Firm  I  can  meet,  perhaps  can  turn  the  blow  ; 

But  of  all  plagues,  good  Heaven,  thy  wrath  can  send. 

Save,  0  save  me,  from  a  candid  friend. 
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THE   RIGHT    HON.    (iEOKGE   CANNING,   M.P. 
One  of  tlie  later  iiortraits  of  the  gie.-it  statesiiKin. 


Here  we  meet  in  debate  with  cmr  opponents  opposite. 
We  enter  into  contiici  wiili  them,  mutually  attack- 
ing and  repelling  attack  adverso  fronte.  When 
engaged  in  that  conflict  it  is  certainly  not  very 
convenient,  though  it  may  be  unavoidable,  to  have 
a  blow  aimed  at  your  right  flank  that  you  did  not 
expect."'  Disraeli  was  not  discomfited  by  this  sharp 
attack.  A  few  nights  later — on  February  28th — he 
crossed  swords  again  with  the  Premier.  ■•  If. "  he 
said,  "the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  find  it 
sometimes  convenient  to  reprove  a  supporter  on  his 
right  flank — perhaps  we  deserve  it — I  for  one  am 
c[nite  prejiared  to  bow  the  rod ;  but  really,  if  the 
rigiit  honourable  gentleman,  instead  of  having 
recourse  to  obloquy,  would  stick  to  quotation,  he 
may  rely  on  it  it  would  be  a  safer  weapon.  It  is 
one  he  always  wields  with  the  hand  of  a  master; 
and  when  he  does  aj^peal  to  any  authority  in  prose 
and  verse,  he  is  sure  to  be  successful,  partly  because 
he  seldom  quotes  a  passage  that  has  not  jiroperly 
received  the  meed  of  Parliamentary  approbation,  and 
partly  and  principally  because  his  quotations  are  so 
happy.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  knows 
wliiit  the  introduction  of  a  great  name  does  in  debate — how  important  is  its  effect  and  occasion- 
ally how  electrical.  He  never  refers  to  any  author  who  is  not  great,  and  sometimes  who  is  not 
loved — Canning  for  instance.  That  is  a  name  never  to  be  mentioned,  I  am  sure,  in  the  House 
of  Commons  without  emotion.  We  all  admire  his  genius;  we  all,  at  least  most  of  us,  deplore 
his  untimely  end  ;  and  we  all  sympathise  with  him  in  his  fierce  struggle  with  supreme  prejudice 
and  sublime  mediocrity — with  inveterate  foes  and  with  '  candid  friends.'  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  may  be  sure  that  a  quotation  from  such  an  authority  will  always  tell — some  lines, 
for  examjjle,  upon  friendship  written  by  ]\Ir.  Canning,  and  quoted  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  !  The  theme,  the  poet,  the  .speaker — what  a  felicitous  combination !  Its  effect  in 
debate  nuist  be  overwhelming ;  and  I  am  sure  that  w'ere  it  addressed  to  me,  all  that  would 
remain  for  me  would  be  thus  publicly  to  congratulate  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  not  only 
on  his  ready  memory,  but  on  his  courageous  conscience."  To  projierly  apjireciate  the  biting 
sarcasm  of  the  speaker  it  is  necessary  to  recall  Peel's  treatment  of  Canning  when  that  statesman 
assumed  the  Premiership)  on  Lord  Liverpool's  illness.  Peel  then  refused  his  support  under 
circumstances  which  were  considered  at  the  time  to  reflect  upon  his  fidelity  to  a  political  associate. 

Peel,  replying-  to  Disraeli's  gibes,  expressed  the  hope  that  the  latter,  "  having  discharged 
the  accumulated  virus  of  the  last  week,"  now  felt  more  at  his  ease  than  he  was.  But  he 
would  not  condescend  to  "  reciprocate  personalities "  with  his  critic.  He  would  merely  remark 
upon  the  strangeness  of  the  fact  that  Disraeli's  mind  had  by  an  accidental  quotation  suddenly 
and  for  the  first  time  awakened  to  the  enormity  of  his  (Peel's)  conduct. 

These  interchanges  of  com'tesies  were  but  the  preliminary  to  the  battle  royal  which  was 
to  be  waged  between  the  two  over  the  question  of  Free  Trade.  On  March  17th,  on  a  motion 
for  the  allotment  of  a  portion  of  the  surplus  to  the  relief  of  the  agricultural  interest,  Disraeli 
unmasked  his  guns.  He  contrasted  Peel's  strong  Protectionist  utterances  when  in  oj^position 
with  his  then  partial  attitude  to  the  cause  of  Free  "Trade.  "There  is  no  doubt,"  he  said,  "a 
great  difference  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  demeanom-  as  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  as  Minister  of  the  Crown.  But  that's  the  old  story  :  you  must  not  contrast  too  .strongly 
the  hours  of  courtship  with  the  years  of  jiossession.  'Tis  very  true  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  conduct   is  different.      I   remember  him  making  his  I'rotection  speeches.     They  were 
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the  best  speeches  I  ever  heard.  It  was  a  great  thing  to  hear  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
say.  •  1  would  sooner  be  the  leader  of  the  gentlemen  of  England  than  jiossess  the  contidence  of 
sovereigns.'  That  was  a  grand  thing.  We  don't  hear  much  of  '  the  gentlemen  of  England ' 
now.  But  what  of  that  ?  They  have  the  pleasures  of  memory,  the  charms  of  reminiscences. 
They  were  his  first  love,  and  though  he  may  not  kneel  to  them  now  as  in  the  hour  of  passion, 
still  they  can  recall  the  past ;  and  nothing  is  more  useless  and  unwise  than  these  scenes  of 
crimination  and  reproach,  for  we  know  that  in  all  these  cases,  when  the  beloved  object  has 
ceased  to  charm,  it  is  in  vain  to  appeal  to  the  feelings."  Concluding  his  speech,  Disraeli  said : 
'•  For  my  part,  if  we  are  to  have  Free  Trade,  I,  who  honour  genius,  prefer  that  such  measures 
should  be  j^roposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Stockjiort  (Cobden),  than  by  one  who, 
through  skilful  Parliamentary  manoeuvTes,  has  tampered  with  the  generous  confidence  of  a  great 
people  and  a  great  party.  For  myself,  I  care  not  what  ma}'  be  the  result.  Dissolve,  if  you 
please,  the  Parliament  that  you  hare  betrayed,  and  appeal  to  the  jDeople,  who,  I  believe,  mis- 
trust you.  For  me  there  reinains  this  at  least — the  opportunity  of  expressing  thus  publicly 
my  belief  that  a  Conservative  Government  is  an  Organised  Hyi)ocrisy."  Peel  retorted  on  his 
assailant  by  quoting  some  Disraelian  sjjeeches  delivered  in  1842,  eulogistic  of  Peel's  fiscal 
policy,  and  by  contemptuously  remarking  that  he  then  held  in  the  same  estimation  the 
panegyric  with  which  he  now  regarded  the  attack.  The  long-drawn  duel  was  resumed  later 
in  the  session  when  Peel  introduced  his  bill  increasing  the  grant  to  the  JMaynooth  College. 
Disraeli  savagely  attacked  Peel's  statesmanship  as  evidenced  by  his  treatment  of  this  question. 
He  described  him  as  "the  Parliamentary  middleman'" — "a  man  who  bamboozles  one  party 
and  plunders  the  other  till,  having 
obtained  a  position  to  which  he  is  '' 
not  entitled,  he  cries  out:  "Let  us  ' 
have  no  j)arty  questions,  but  fixity  of  1 
tenure.'  "  Bringing  his  speech  to  a 
close,  he  remarked :  "  Let  us  in  this 
House  re-echo  that  which  I  believe 
to  be  the  sovereign  sentiment  of  this 
country  ;  let  us  tell  persons  in  high 
places  that  cunning  is  not  caution, 
and  that  habitual  perfidy  is  not  high 
policy  of  State.  .  .  .  Let  us  bring 
back  to  this  House  that  which  it 
has  for  so  long  a  time  past  been 
witliout — the  legitimate  influence 
and  salutary  check  of  a  constitutional 
Opjjosition.  That  is  what  the  country 
requires,  what  the  country  looks  for. 
Let  us  do  it  at  once  in  the  only 
way  in  which  it  can  be  done,  by 
dethroning  this  dynasty  of  decejition, 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  intoler- 
able yoke  of  official  despotism  and 
Parliamentary  imposture.'' 

Disraeli's  attacks  reached  their 
culminating  point  in  the  session  of 
1846,  when  the  bill  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Corn  Laws  was  introduced  and 
carried.       His     first,    and    in    some 
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after  Peel  liad  unfolded  his  jiolicy.  After  the  statesman  had  spoken,  there  was  a  momentary  pause, 
which  seemed  to  indicate  that  serious  issue  was  not  to  be  joined  that  evening.  Disraeli,  however, 
jjereeived  his  o])portunity,  and  he  took  it.  Rising  in  his  seat,  he,  amid  the  rousing  cheers  ol 
the  discontented  Protectionists,  denounced  the  ^Ministerial  policy  with  an  adroitness  which  showed 
beyond  cavil  his  great  qualities  as  a  political  leader.  It  has  been  suggested  by  a  popular  his- 
torian that  but  for  this  intervention  on  Disraeli's  part  Peel's  Protectionist  following  miglit  never 
have  gone  into  open  revolt.  But  great  as  the  speech  was,  and  still  greater  the  genius  which 
inspired  its  delivery  at  the  particular  juncture  it  was  delivered,  it  can  hardly  have  exercised  tliat 
remarkable  influence.  What,  however,  it  undoubtedly  did  do  was  to  give  cohesiveness  to  the 
disafl'ected  ranks,  and  personally  to  elevate  Disraeli  to  the  position  of  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
party,  and  one  of  its  principal  leaders.  Throughout  this  memorable  session  the  fight  was 
mantained,  with  Disraeli  as  the  principal  champion  of  the  abandoned  creed.  It  was  a  losing 
battle,  but  it  was  fought  with  a  spirit  and  a  resolution  which  had  seldom  been  equalled  in 
similar  circumstances.  Disraeli's  final  speech  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  on  3Iay  loth 
was  a  striking  piece  of  declamatory  oratory.  '"Even  now,'"  he  said — "even  now,  in  this  last 
scene  of  the  drama,  when  the  party  whom  he  unintentionally  betrayed  is  to  be  unintentionally 
annihilated — even  now    the    right    honourable    gentlemen,  faithful    to   the  law  of  his    being,  is 

going  to  pass  a  project  which  I  believe 
it  is  rriatter  of  notoriety  is  not  of 
his  ovn\  invention.  It  is  one  which 
may  have  been  modified,  but  which  I 
believe  has  been  offered  to  another 
Government,  and  by  that  Government 
has  been  wisely  rejected.  V/hy,  sir. 
these  are  matters  of  general  notoriety. 
After  the  da}'  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  made  his  first  exposition 
of  his  schemes,  a  gentleman  well 
known  to  the  House,  and  learned  in 
all  the  political  secrets  behind  the 
scenes,  met  me  and  said  :  '  ^^'ell,  what 
do  you  think  of  your  chief's  plan  ? ' 
Not  knowing  exactly  what  to  say,  but 
taking  up  a  phrase  which  has  been 
much  used  in  the  House,  I  observed : 
•  Well,  I  suppose  it  is  a  great  and 
comprehensive  plan.'  'Oh!'  he  replied, 
'  we  know  all  about  it ;  it  was  oifered 
to  us.  It  was  not  liis  plan ;  it's 
I'opham's  plan.'  And  is  England  to 
be  go\erned  by  Popham's  plan  ?  Will 
he  go  to  the  country  with  it  ?  Will 
he  go  with  it  to  that  ancient  and 
famous  England  that  once  was  governed 
by  statesmen — by  Burleighs  and  by 
\N'alsinghams.  by  Bolingbrokes  and  by 
Wal poles,  by  a  Chatham  and  a  Canning. 
Will  he  go  to  it  with  this  fantastic 
scheme  of  some  presumptuous  jjedant  ? 
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Leader  of  the  Protectionist  paiiy  in  the  House  of  Commons  after  the  adoption  of  .    .  ^  . 
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THE   HOUSE   OF  COMMONS    IX    1S46. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  announcins  his  conversion  to  Free  Trade  principles  during  the  Corn  Law  debate,  January  :2nd. 
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men.  aiiil  T  believe  they  will  not  Idiig 
I'liiluic  lliis  liiickstering  tyiainiv  of  tiic 
'rrcasurv  Ijciu'Ii — those  political  pedlars  that 
li(iut,rlit  their  party  in  tbe  cheapest  market 
and  sold   us  in  the  clearest." 

Sir  Ivobert  Peel,  in  his  reply  to  this 
vigorous  speech,  said  it  would  be  offering  an 
insult  to  the  country  if  he  were  to  con- 
descend to  bandy  personalities  on  such  an 
occasion.  He  foresaw  that  the  course  which 
he  had  taken  from  a  sense  of  public  diitv 
would,  as  its  inevitable  result,  lead  to  the 
i'orli'iliug  of  friendships  which  he  most  liighly 
valued;  "but."'  he  went  on.  "the  smallest 
of  all  the  penalties  which  I  anticipated  were 
the  continued  venomous  attacks  of  the 
meinlier  for  Shrewsbury."  Afterwards  he 
remarked  that  it  was  strange  that  if  his 
character  was  what  Disraeli  had  described 
it,  that  politician  should  have  been  so  ready 
to  give  him  his  support  in  1841.  "It  is 
still  more  surprising,"  proceeded  Peel,  "that 
he  should  have  been  ready,  as  I  think  he 
was,  to  unite  his  fortunes  with  mine  in  othce, 
thus  implying  the  strongest  proof  which  any 
public  man  can  give  of  confidence  in  the  honour  and  integrity  of  a  ^Minister  of  the  Crown." 

These  not  too  elevating  iiersonal  controversies  between  Peel  and  Disraeli  were  protracted 
for  some  time  longer,  and  though  they  added  to  the  excitement  aroused  by  the  debate,  they 
had  little  effect  on  the  fate  of  the  Eepeal  Bill.  On  jMay  loth  the  measure  passed  its  third 
reading  by  a  majority  of  ninety-eight.  Peel's  ti'iumph  was  short-lived.  The  disaffected 
sections,  discomfited  on  the  main  issue,  sought  by  a  side  wind  to  accomplish  their  purpose. 
They  joined  forces  on  an  Irish  Coercion  Bill  which  had  been  introduced  earlier  in  the  session. 
With  unexampled  virulence.  Peel  was  attacked  by  Lord  George  Bentinck,  the  Protectionist, 
leader,  and  by  Disraeli.  For  controversial  purposes  the  old  story  of  Peel's  ill-treatment  of 
Canning  was  revived,  and  there  were  long  and  acrimonious  debates  on  points  raised  in  this 
connection  of  a  purely  personal  interest.  Peel  held  his  ground  well  against  the  attacking 
party,  and  satisfactorily  vindicated  himself  from  the  charge  of  treachery  to  Canning.  Ihit 
he  could  not  altogether  remove  the  effect  produced  by  the  eti'orts  of  the  adroit  and  tireless 
tactician  who  was  pitted  against  him.  A  speech  delivered  by  Disraeli  on  June  15th  on  the  third 
night  of  the  debate  on  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill  was  particularly  damaging.  In  this  he  went 
exhaustively  into  the  question  of  Peel's  relations  with  Canning,  and,  concluding,  said :  "  I  ask 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  why  Ireland  was  his  great  difficulty,  and  whether,  if  he  had  acted 
with  frankness  to  Mr.  Canning  in  reference  to  his  communication  with  Lord  Liverpool  in  1825, 
Ireland  would  have  been  his  great  difficulty.  This  the  right  honourable  gentleman  must  feel  at 
the  present  moment,  when  we  are  about  again  to  divide  on  an  Irish  question — a  division  which 
may  be  fatal  to  the  continuance  of  his  power.  It  is  Nemesis  that  insjjires  this  debate  and 
dictates  this  division,  and  seals  with  the  stigma  of  Parliamentary  reprobation  the  catastrophe 
of  a  sinister  career."  Peel  was  manifestly  shaken  by  tliis  attack.  He  arose  "  confused  and 
suffering."  He  said  he  had  no  right  to  re^jly,  but  continued  to  make  deprecatory  and  feeble 
observations.  Finally,  he  called  uj^on  the  House  "to  suspend  their  judgment  until  an 
opportunity  for  reply  came." '     Five  days  later  he  delivered  a  full  reply  to   the   criticisms   and 

'  Disraeli's  "  Life  of  Bentinck." 
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charges  made  in  Disraeli's  speech,  but  it-  was  then  too  late  to  remove  the  injurious  effect  that 
had  been  created.  When  on  Thursday,  June  25th,  the  division  was  taken  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  there  was  a  strong  coalition  of  forces  inimical  to  the  Alinister,  with 
the  result  that  he  was  defeated  by  292  votes  to  219 — a  majority  of  seventy -three.  It  was  a  strange 
division.  Disraeli  hits  off  its  most  striking  characteristics  in  his  picturesque  way  in  his  "  Life 
of  Bentinck " :  "  More  than  a  hundred  Protectionist  members  followed  the  Minister ;  more 
than  eighty  avoided  the  division — a  few  of  these,  however,  had  paired  ;  nearly  the  same  number 
followed  Lord  George  Bentinck.  But  it  was  not  merely  their  numbers  that  attracted  the 
anxious  observation  of  the  Treasury  Bench  as  the  Protectionists  passed  in  defile  before  the 
Minister  to  the  hostile  Lobby.  It  was  imjiossible  that  he  could  have  marked  them  without 
emotion ;  the  flower  of  that  great  party  which  had  been  so  proud  to  follow  one  who  had  been 
so  proud  to  lead  them.  They  were  men  to  gain  whose  hearts  and  the  hearts  of  theu'  fathers 
had  been  the  aim  and  exultation  of  his  life.  They  had  extended  to  him  an  unlimited 
confidence  and  an  admnation  without  stint.  They  stood  by  him  in  the  darkest  hour,  and  had 
borne  him  from  the  depths  of  despair  to  the  proudest  of  living  positions.  Right  or  wrong, 
they  were  men  of  honour,  breeding,  and  refinement,  high  and  generous  character,  great  weight 
and  station  in  the  country,  which  they  had   ever   placed    at    his    disposal.     They  had    been    not 
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iiiilv  liis  followers,  but  his  fi-icnds;  had  joined  in  the  Siune  plojisures,  drunk  from  the  same  cup, 
and  in  the  pleasantness  of  ]iri\ate  life  had  olten  forgotten  together  the  cares  and  strife  of 
]icili(ies.  .  .  .  When  Prince  Mctternich  was  inf.inned  at  Dresden  with  great  ostentation  that  the 
Kniperor  liad  anived,  '  Yes — but  without  his  army.'  was  tlie  rejily.  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  still 
First  ^linister  of  England  as  Napoleon  remained  I'!mpen>r  I'm-  a  while  after  Moscow.  .  .  .  The 
news  that  the  Government  were  not  only  beaten,  but  by  a  majority  so  large  as  seventy-three. 
began  to  circulate.  An  incredulous  uuirnuu-  passed  it  along  the  Treasury  Bench.  'They  .say 
we  are  beaten  by  seventv-three,'  whisjiered  the  most  important  member  of  the  Cabinet  in  a  tone 
of  surprise  to  Sir  Robert  Peel.  Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  reply  or  even  turn  his  head.  lb- 
looked  very  grave  and  extended  his  chin,  as  was  his  habit  when  annoyed,  and  eared  nut  to 
speak.     He  began  to  comprehend  his  joosition  and  that  the  Emperor  was  without  his  army." 

After  the  defeat  on  the  Coercion  Bill  there  was  no  alternative  left  to  the  Ministry  but  to 
resign.  They  were  the  less  concerned  at  this  necessity  as  on  the  very  night  that  the  adverse 
vote  had  been  registered  the  Repeal  Bill  had  passed  its  final  stage  in  the  House  of  Lords  by 
a  substantial  majority.  Peel,  in  a  speech  announcing  his  retirement,  paid  a  tribute  to  Richard 
Cobden,  whom  he  described  as  "a  man  acting  from  pure  and  disinterested  motives,  with 
untiring  energy,  and  who  by  appeals  to  reason  enforced  the  necessity  of  the  measures  with  an 
eloquence  the  more  to  be  admired  because  unaffected  and  unadorned,  and  whose  name  ought 
to  be  associated  with  their  success."  And  speaking  of  himself,  Peel  in  exalted  language 
described  his  feeling  with  relation  to  the  last  act  of  his  otficial  career.  "I  shall  leave 
a  name  execrated  bv  every  nionojiolist.  who.  from  less  honourable  motives,  clamom'S  for 
Protection    because    it    conduces    to    his    own    individual    beneht  ;    l)ut    it    may    be    that    I    shall 

leave  a  name  sometimes  re- 
memberetl  with  expressions 
of  good-will  in  the  abodes 
of  those  whose  lot  it  is  to 
labour  and  to  earn  their 
daily  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
their  brow,  when  they  shall 
recruit  their  exhausted 
strength  with  aluindant  and 
untaxed  food,  the  sweeter 
because  it  is  no  longer 
leavened  by  the  sense  of 
injustice."  This  speech 
marked  tlie  close  of  Peel's 
ottieial  life.  But  until  he 
met  with  his  untinudy  end 
by  a  fall  from  his  horse  on 
Constitution  Hill  on  June 
21st.  1850,  he  continued  a 
distinguished  and  respected 
member  of  the  House. 

The  collapse  of  the  Peel 
Minis;try  left  parties  in  a 
great  state  of  confusion. 
Kiven  in  twain  by  the  Free 
Trade  question,  the  Conserva- 
tives  sat  on  opjiosite  sides 
of  the  House — the  Pro- 
tectionists sharing  the  Liberal 
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Eadicals,  and  the  Peelites  taking 
their  place  on  the  Ojiposition 
benches.  Lord  John  RusseH, 
Tipon  whom  the  Premiership  now 
devolved,  endeavom-ed  with  but 
indifferent  success  to  conduct 
the  Administration  amid  these 
curiously  conflicting  elements. 
It  was  not  long  before  the  Pro- 
tectionists drifted  into  an  atti- 
tude of  hostility,  and  in  the 
session  of  1847  their  position  as 
antagonists  of  the  Ministry  was 
formally  marked  by  their  taking 
their  seats  on  the  Opposition 
lienches.  Disraeli  continued, 
as  in  the  later  period  of  the 
Peel  Administration,  to  take  a 
conspicuous  part  in  the  direction 
of  the  Protectionist  policy,  and 
■ivhen  Lord  George  Bentinck 
died  suddenly  on  September  28tli. 
1848,  he  was  recognised  as  his 
successor  in  the  leadership.  With 
consummate  skill  he  directed  for 
the  next  few  years  the  fortunes 
of  the  j)arty,  prosecuting  mean- 
while that  system  of  education 
wiiich  was  to  create  out  of  the 
sturdy  and  uncompromising 
Toryism  of  the  opponents  of 
Corn  Law  Eepeal  that  compact 
body  of  progressive  Conservative 
opinion  which  was  in  the  not 
distant  future  to  have  a  domi- 
nating influence  in  the  direction 
of  national  afi'airs.  His  attacks 
on  the  Ministry  ranged  over  a 
wide  field,  and  though  his  most 
effective  work  was  done  in  the 
domain  of  domestic  and  fiscal 
policy,  he  did  not  neglect  the 
Government's  conduct  of  foreign 
affairs,  which,  in  Lord  Palmer- 
ston's  masterful  hands,  supplied 
many  openings  for  criticism. 
On  June  17th,  1850,  a  vote  of 
censure  on  the  policy  of  the 
Foreign  Secretary  was  carrietl 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Disraeli 
was  urged  by  Lord  John  Eussell 
to    submit    a    similar  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  order  that  the  o 
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chamber  miglit  be  tested.  Disraeli,  however, 
like  a  good  tactician,  declined  to  commit  him- 
self to  u  course  which  he  knew  would  result 
in  a  vote  favourahle  to  Ministers.  It  was  lelt 
to  Koebuck  to  raise  the  question.  The  action 
of  this  politician  led  to  a  prolonged  debate,  in 
which  Palmerston  made  a  memorable  speech. 
He  spoke  for  several  hours,  '•  from  the  dusk  of 
a  summer  evening  to  the  dawn  of  a  summer 
morning."  In  concluding  his  oration  he  gave 
ulteniiice  to  some  sentences  which  have  become 
historic.  '•  I  fearlessly  challenge,"  he  said,  '■  the 
\erdict  wliich  this  House,  as  representing  a 
political,  a  commercial,  a  constitutional  country, 
is  to  give  on  the  question  now  brought  before 
it — whether  the  principles  on  which  the  foreign 
l)olicy  of  her  Majesty's  Government  has  been 
conducted,  and  the  sense  of  duty  which  has 
led  us  to  think  ourselves  bound  to  afibrd  pro- 
tection to  our  fellow-subjects  abroad,  are  proper 
and  fitting  guides  for  those  who  are  charged 
with  the  government  of  England  ;  and  whether, 
as  the  Eoman  in  days  of  old  held  himself  free 

from  indignity  when  he  could  say,  '  Givis  liomanus  suvi.'  so  also  a  British  subject,  in  whatever 

land  he  may  be,  shall  feel  confident  that   the   watchful    eye   and    strong   arm    of   England    will 

protect  him  against  injustice  and  wrong." 

Palmerston's   vindication    of    his   policy  was  regarded  as  complete  and  convincing,   and   the 

debate  left   the  Government,  so  far  as  the  external 

affairs  of  the  country  were  affected,  stronger  than  ever. 

It  was  in  its  home  administration  that  the  Conserva- 
tive Opposition  found  the  opportunity  which  at   last 

brought  them  success  and  gave  to  Disraeli  his  first 

Ministerial    jn-eferment.     On    February    11th,    1852, 

a    motion    for    tiie     relief    of    agricultui'al    distress 

submitted  from  the  ( )|)position  benches  was  rejected 

only  by    the    small    majority  of   fom-teen    in   a    fall 

House.     This  moral   victory  for  the   Opposition    was 

followed  on  February    20th    by  the  real  triumph  of 

the  carrying  against    the    Government  of  a  motion 

for    the   reduction    of    the    franchise    l.)y    the    over- 
whelming  majority  of   one    hundred  and    sixty-two. 

On    February    24th    Lord    John    Russell   announced 

the  resignation  of   the  ]Ministry.      After  a   fruitless 

attempt    by  Lord    Stanley  to    form    a    Government, 

Lord  John  Russell   resumed    the  direction  of  affairs 

with  his  old  colleagues,  but  it  was  soon  made  clear 

by  further  defeats  in  the    House    of  Commons  that 

his  position  was  an  untenable  one.    A  serious  ruptm'e 

between  the  Premier   and    Palmerston,  culminating 

in  the    latter's    dismissal   from   office,   was   the  final 

determining  factor   in    the    business.      Defeated   on 

an  amendment  proposed  by   Lord    Palmerston   to   a 
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bill  brought  in  by  Lord  John  Russell  for  the  establishment  ol'  a  militia  force,  the  Government 
withdrew  the  measure,  and  a  few  days  later — on  February  23rd — the  resignation  of  jMinisters 
was  formally  announced.  Lord  Stanley,  now  the  Earl  of  Derby,  was  called  upon  to  form  a  new 
Administration.  JIo  accepted  the  duty,  and  with  Disraeli  as  his  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons  sought  to  carry  on  tbe  government  of  the  country 
with  the  unstable  elements  to  his  hand.  The  ^linisterial  position,  precarious  from  the  first, 
was  not  strengthened  by  the  general  elections  which  took  place  in  the  late  summer.  When 
the  new  Parliament  met  on  November  11th,  it  had  to  face  a  formidable  array  of  hostile  forces 
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in  a  coalition  of  the  Liberals  and  the  Pcelites,  Issue  was  joined  on  the  Budget,  which  was 
introduced  by  Disraeli  on  December  4th  in  an  able  sjieech  which  occupied  five  hours  in 
delivery.  The  ^Ministerial  proposals  were  hotly  assailed.  Whigs,  Radicals,  and  Peelites  united 
in  uncompromisingh'  condemning  them.  Disraeli  defended  himself  with  characteristic  skill. 
Carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  camp,  he  assailed  the  combination  which  had  been  formed 
against  him.  "  Yes,"  he  remarked,  "  I  know  what  I  have  to  face.  I  have  to  face  a  coalition. 
The  combination  may  be  successful.  A  coalition  has  before  this  been  successful.  But  coalitions, 
though  successful,  have  always  found  this — that  their  triumph  has  been  brief.  This,  too.  I 
know — that  England  does  not  love  coalitions.  I  ajipeal  from  the  coalition  to  that  public 
opinion     which    governs    this    country — to    that    jiublic    opinion    whose    mild    and    irresistible 
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influence  can  control  even  the  decrees  of  Parlia- 
ments, and  without  whose  sujoport  the  most  august 
and  ancient  institutions  are  but  '  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision.'  " 

Tliis  speech  of  Disraeli's  was  not  only  a  notable 
one  in  itself;  it  was  remarkable  for  the  reply  it 
elicited.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  an- 
tagonist was  William  Ewart  Gladstone.  This  great 
man,  who  had  come  into  Parliament  as  member 
for  Newark  as  far  back  as  January,  1833,  had, 
with  the  aid  of  his  exceptional  talents,  built  up 
for  himself  a  great  reputation  as  a  debater  and 
a  Parliamentary  tactician.  His  earliest  leanings 
were  towards  Toryism,  but  when  the  Free  Trade 
question  split  up  the  Conservative  party,  he  took 
his  place  amongst  the  Peelites  and  gradually 
drifted  further  and  further  away  from  his  old 
piosition  of  stern  unbending  Toryism.  The  rise 
of  Disraeli  to  a  commanding  position  in  the 
Conservative  councils  strengthened  the  bent  of 
^  *-"'  bis  mind  towards  Liberalism.  Between  him  and 
the  novelist-politician  there  had  never  been  any 
community  of  interest  or  sentiment.  Their  ideals 
and  aims  were  different ;  their  pursuits  led  them  into  different  paths.  jNIoreover,  in  the 
character  of  each  was  a  strongly  marked  egotism — if  you  will,  a  consciousness  of  power — which, 
quite  apart  from  divergence  of  political  views,  forbade  intimate  association.  For  some  time 
prior  to  the  period  with  which  we  are  dealing, 
the  way  had  been  prepared  for  that  con- 
dition of  active  rivalry  which  the  relations 
of  the  two  were  ultimately  to  assume.  But 
there  had  been  no  special  incident  to  de- 
monstrate the  sharp  antagonism  which  existed. 
The  speech  of  Gladstone  in  reply  to  Disraeli's 
attack  on  the  coalition,  however,  left  no  room 
for  doubt  as  to  the  true  position  of  affairs. 
As  Disraeli  himself,  on  a  former  occasion  al- 
ready noted,  had  availed  himself  of  a  passing 
opportunity  to  strike  a  deadly  blow  at  Peel's 
position,  so  now  Gladstone,  on  the  impulse 
of  the  moment,  delivered  a  stroke  which,  if 
it  was  not  the  direct  cause  of  the  defeat  of 
the  Derby  ^Ministry,  conti-ibuted  in  no  small 
degree  to  bring  about  that  result.  Spring- 
ing to  his  feet  as  soon  as  Disraeli  bad 
finished  his  observations,  he,  amid  a  scene  of 
wild  excitement,  delivered  an  impassioned 
attack  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
'•This  speech,"  he  said,  "'is  one  which  must 
be  answered,  and  answered  at  the  moment. 
The  character  of  England  involved  in  that  of 
her  ijublic  men — the  character  of  England 
is  at  stake.  .  .  .  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
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man  must  permit  me  to  tell  liiin  that 
he  is  not  entitled  to  charge  with  in- 
solence men  of  as  high  position  and 
as  high  character  in  this  House  as^ 
himself.  And  I  must  tell  him  tliat 
whatever  else  he  has  learnt,  he  has 
not  learnt  to  keejj  within  those  limit* 
in  discussion,  of  moderation  and  of 
forbearance,  that  ought  to  restrain  the 
conduct  and  language  of  every  member 
of  this  House ;  the  disregard  of  which, 
while  it  is  an  offence  amongst  the 
meanest  of  us,  is  an  offence  of  tenfold 
weight  when  committed  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House  of  Commons."  A  storm 
of  j^rotest  from  the  Ministerialists 
accompanied  the  speaker's  tier}' torrent 
of  oratory,  but  he  continued  his  speech 
undismayed,  entering  into  an  elaborate 
and  destructive  analysis  of  the  Budget 
proposals.  ^Vhen,  a  little  later  on. 
the  division  was  taken,  the  criticism 
was  shown  to  have  had  its  effect. 
While  286  voted  for  the  particular  pro- 
posal before  the  House,  there  were  305 
members  against  it,  so  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  defeated  by  a  mnjority  of 
nineteen.  The  resignation  of  Min- 
isters followed  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  now  formed  a  Coalition  ISIinistry,  which  had  as  its  jirincipal 
members  Lord  John  Eussell,  Foreign  Secretary;  Lord  Pahuerston,  Home  Secretary;  and  Gladstone 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Its  career  was  marked  by  a  j)eriod  of  intense  national  anxiety 
and  misgiving  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Russia  in  the  Crimea.  The  Parliamentary 
controversies  of  those  perilous  times  are  best  remembered  for  the  magnificent  oratory  of  John 
Bright,  who,  as  the  Ajiostle  of  Peace,  fervently  protested  against  the  war.  In  pm'ity  of  diction, 
felicity  of  expression,  and  apt  and  impressive  imagery,  the  speeches  of  this  statesman  at  this 
period  are  hardly  equalled,  and  are  certainly  not  excelled,  by  anything  in  the  annals  of  Parlia- 
mentary oratory.  One  beautiful  passage  in  a  speech  delivered  on  February  23rd,  1855,  has 
become  enshrined  amongst  the  rarest  gems  of  eloquence.  The  question  under  discussion  was 
the  policy  of  the  continuance  of  the  war.  "  I  do  not  suppose,"  he  said,  "  that  your  troops  are 
to  be  beaten  in  actual  conflict  with  the  foe,  or  that  they  will  be  driven  into  the  sea;  but 
I  am  certain  that  many  homes  in  England  in  which  there  now  exists  a  fond  hope  that  the 
distant  one  may  return — many  such  homes  may  be  rendered  desolate  when  the  next  mail  shall 
arrive.  The  Angel  of  Death  has  been  abroad  throughout  the  land :  you  may  almost  hear  the 
beating  of  his  wings.  There  is  no  one,  as  when  the  first-born  were  slain  of  old,  to  sprinkle 
with  blood  the  lintel  and  the  two  side-fiosts  of  our  doors  that  he  may  spare  and  pass  on.  He 
takes  his  victims  from  the  castle  of  the  noble,  the  mansion  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  cottage 
of  the  poor  and  the  lowly  :  and  it  is  on  behalf  of  all  these  classes  that  1  make  this  solemn 
appeal.'' 

A  wave  of  emotion  swej^t  over  the  House  as  these  impressive  words  were  uttered.  When 
the  orator  had  finished,  an  intense  silence  prevailed  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  in  awed 
accents  members  turned  to  each  other  to  discuss  the   matchless    eloquence    to    which    they  had 
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just    been    listening.     Not    since    Pitt    had    swayed    the    assembly   by  his    wonderful    powers    of 
oratory  had  a  speech  probably  caused  so  deep  an  impression. 

The  debates  on  the  Crimean  war,  besides  supplying  examples  of  splendid  eloquence,  were 
fruitful  in  recriminatory  incidents.  Both  during  the  continuance  of  the  Aberdeen  JNIiiiistry 
and  the  term  of  power  of  the  Palmerston  Administration  which  succeeded  it  in  1855,  Disraeli 
brought  to  bear  upon  Ministers  all  his  great  powers  of  destructive  criticism,  with  the  result 
that  there  were  many  sharp  passages  of  arms  across  the  table — to  the  interest  of  members, 
though  i^erhaps  not  to  the  edification  of  the  country.  Prominently  associated  with  the  history 
of  this  stormy  period  is  the  name  of  John  Arthur  Roebuck,  a  politician  of  great  ability,  who, 
though  he  never  held  office,  exercised  considerable  influence  in  Parliament  during  the  many 
years  he  sat  for  Sheffield.  He  made  himself  an  authority  on  foreign  affairs,  and  his  keen, 
vigorous  addresses,  deli\ered  both  in  the  House  and  on  the  p)latform,  were  read  more  widely, 
perhaps,  than  the  utterances  of  any  private — -or,  as  he  preferred  to  call  himself,  independent — 
member.  Amongst  his  constituents  he  was  affectionately  kno\vn  by  the  nickname  of  "  Old 
Tear  Vm.'  This  quaint  epithet,  which  so  well  suited  his  political  methods,  was  derived  from 
a  speech  which  he  delivered  at  the  Cutlers'  Feast  on  September  2nd,  1858,  on  the  designs,  or 
supposed  designs,  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  Just  previously,  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  had  visited  Cherbourg  by  invitation.  Roebuck,  referring  to  this,  observed  :  "  It 
may  be  said  that  those  who  stand  in  my  position  ought  not  to  say  anything  that  excites 
national  animosity  ;  and  I  respond  to  that  sentiment.  But,  sir,  the  farmer  who  goes  to  sleep 
having  jilaced  the  watch-dog  Tear  'em  over  his  rickyard,  hears  the  watch-dog  bark.  He,  in  the 
anger  of  a  half  somnolence,  says,  '  I  wish  Tear  'em  would  be  quiet,'  and  bawls  out  of  the 
window  '  Down,  Tear  'em  ! '  Tear  'em  does  go  down  ;  the  farmer  goes  to  sleep,  and  he  is  awoke 
by  the  flashing  in  his  windows  of  the 
light  of  his  ricks  on  fire.  I  am  Tear 
"em.  I  tell  you  to  beware.  What  is 
the  meaning  of  Cherbourg  ?  It  is  a 
standing  menace  to  England." 

In  the  House  of  Commons  Roebuclv 
distinguished  himself  by  the  brilliancy 
of  his  criticisms  of  the  muddling  and 
incompetence  of  the  Administration  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Crimean  campaign. 
It  was  his  motion  for  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  war 
that  brought  about  the  downfall  of  the 
Aberdeen  Cabinet  in  January,  1855. 
Subsequently  he  showed  himself  a  bitter 
opponent  of  the  Administration  of  Lord 
Palmerston,  though  that  statesman  on 
coming  into  office  accepted  his  proposed 
Committee  of  Investigation,  losing 
thereby  the  services  of  Gladstone,  Sir 
James  Gi'aham,  and  Sidney  Herbert.  In 
one  of  his  speeches  he  spoke  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  as  "  a  scapegoat  that 
had  been  sent  into  the  wilderness  with 
the  sins  of  the  Administration  upon  his 
head."  Strong  exception  was  taken  by 
some  of  the  duke's  old  colleagues  to 
this  assertion,  whereupon  Roebuck  im- 
perturbably  replied:  "  Sir,  I  take  shame 
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to  inysplf  for  once  in  my  life. 
I  !i;ive  indulged  in  panegyri'", 
liiit.  like  almost  all  other  men 
who  attempt  a  character  to 
which  they  are  not  accustomed, 
I  have  failed  in  representing 
it,  and  have  f;iiled  also  most 
completely  in  making  myself 
understood.  I  did  object  to 
making  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
a  scapegoat.  I  gave  that  noble 
duke  credit  for  industry  and 
good  intentions,  and  I  said 
that  he  had  done  his  duty 
according  to  his  ability.  Then 
I  am  turned  round  upon  be- 
cause I  am  said  to  have  eulo- 
gised the  noble  duke." 

With  Palmerston  Roebuck 
had  many  sharp  passages,  but 
the  statesman  entertained  no 
euuiity — indeed,  if  we  may 
judge  from  a  story  which  lioe- 
buck  himselfl  once  told,  the  old 
peer  bad  a  strong  liking  for 
his  very  candid  critic.  Having 
business  to  transact  with  the 
peer,  Roebuck,  about  the  period 
of  the  American  Civil  War, 
waited  upon  him  just  after  he 
had  delivered  a  strong  speech 
to  his  constituents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  conflict.  "  The 
moment  I  got  into  his  room," 
said  Roebuck,  "he  turned  round 
and  put  out  his  hands  and  said, 
'  Roebuck,  Roebuck,  what  a 
devilish  good  speech  you  made 
at  Sheffield  ! '  I  said,  '  jMy  lord,  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you,  and  flattered  for  the  hard  jihrase 
you  have  used  about  my  speech' — though  it  was  a  hard  one,  you  know — ■!  am  very  much 
flattered.'  '  Flattered  ? '  be  said.  '  Why,  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion,  though  I  dare  not  say  so.'  " 
Palmerston's  tenure  of  power  was  interrupted  for  a  brief  period  from  1858  to  1859, 
during  which  the  Earl  of  Derby,  with  Disraeli  as  bis  chief  henchman,  carried  on  the 
Administration.  But  his  hold  on  the  country  was  strengthened  rather  than  not  by  the 
temporary  check,  and  after  the  general  election  of  1859  he  was  reinstalled  at  the  head  of 
the  Ministry  with  a  weight  of  popularity  behind  hiui  which  made  his  position  practically 
impregnable — indeed,  few  First  Ministers  of  the  Crown  have  ever  enjoyed  in  so  peculiar  a 
degree  the  confidence  of  their  countrymen  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion.  His  death  in 
1865  created  a  void  in  political  life  which  could  not  be  adequately  filled.  Earl  Russell 
assumed  the  Premiership,  and  ]\Ir.  Gladstone  became,  for  the  first  time,  Leader  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  Ministry  soon  got  into  troubled  water  over  the  question  of 
Reform.     After    struggling   on    for    some   time    against    a    powerful    array    of    adverse    forces,    it 
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■finally,  on  June  IStli,  1866,  came  to  grief  over  an  amendment  in  Committee,  and  resigned. 
The  retm-n  of  the  Earl  of  Derby  to  po\ver,  with  Disraeli  again  in  the  position  of  Leader 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  followed.  Though  unpledged  on  Eeform,  the  new  INIinisters 
speedily  found  that  the  question  was  one  which  brooked  no  delay.  Kesolutions  were  tabled 
dealing  with  the  subject,  and  these  were  followed  by  the  production  of  a  bill  reducing  the 
rating  in  towns  to  a  £6  franchise  and  making  other  important  changes  in  the  electoral  law. 
Such  sweeping  proposals  as  these  had  not  been  anticijjated,  and  there  was  much  excitement 
in  political  quarters,  which  was  further  increased  when  it  became  known  that  the  Goxernment 
had  withdrawn  this  scheme  in  favour  of  a  measure  of  universal  household  suffrage  modified  by 
various  "  fancy  franchises,"  and  that  as  a  consequence  three  members  of  the  Ministry — Lord 
Cranborne  (now  the   ISIarquis  of  Salisbury),  Lord    Carnarxon.  au'l    General    Peel — liad  resigned. 


THE  HOrSE   OF   LOKDS   LIBRARY  :    THE   QUEENS   ROO-M. 
One  of  the  pleasantest  rooms  of  the  suite  set  apart  for  the  convenience  of  the  members  of  tlie  Upper  House. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  through  the  House  was  tempestuous,  but  dealing  in  a  conciliatory  si^irit 
with  the  amendments  brought  forward,  Disraeli  succeeded  in  safely  carrying  the  scheme  through 
to  the  third  reading  stage.  His  amenability  to  pressure,  as  well  as  his  general  attitude  of 
tolerance  towards  Eeform,  excited  much  criticism.  Not  the  least  remarkable  attack  was  that 
made  by  Lord  Cranborne  at  the  third  reading  stage.  "  I  have  heard  it  said,''  observed 
the  noble  lord,  "that  the  bill  is  a  Conservative  triumph.  If  it  be  a  Conservative  triumph 
to  have  adopted  the  principles  of  your  most  determined  adversary,  the  honourable  member 
for  Birmingham  (iNIr.  Bright) ;  if  it  be  a  Conservative  triumph  to  have  introduced  a  bill 
guarded  with  precautions  and  securities,  and  to  have  abandoned  every  one  of  those  precautions 
and  securities  at  the  bidding  of  your  opponents;  then  in  the  whole  course  of  your  annals  I 
will  venture  to  say  the  Conservative  party  has  won  no  triumph  so  signal.  After  all,  our 
theory  of  government  is  not  that  a  certain  number  of  statesmen  should  pb.ce  themselves  in 
office  and  do  whatever  the  House  of   Commons  bids  them.      Our  theory  of  government  is  that 
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on  each  side  of  the  House  there  should  be  men  supporting  definite  opinions,  and  that  wliat 
they  have  supported  in  opposition  thej'  should  adhere  to  in  office,  and  that  every  one  should 
know  from  the  fact  of  their  being  in  office  that  those  particular  opinions  will  be  sui)ported. 
If  you  reverse  that  and  declare  that,  no  matter  what  a  man  has  supported  in  opposition,  the 
moment  he  gets  into  office  it  shall  be  open  to  him  to  reverse  and  repudiate  it  all,  you 
practically  destroy  the  whole  basis  on  which  our  form  of  government  rests,  and  you  make  the 
House  of  Commons  a  mere  scrambling  for  office.  You  practically  banish  all  honourable  men 
from  the  iDolitical  arena,  and  you  will  find  in  the  long  run  that  the  time  will  come  when  your 
statesmen  will  be  nothing  but  political  adventurers,  and  that  professions  of  opinion  will  be 
looked  upon  only  as  so  many  political  manceuvres  for  the  purpose  of  attaining  office."  Lord 
Cranborne  went  on  to  say  that  even  if  he  deemed  the  bill  to  be  most  advantageous,  he  should 
still  deeply  regret  "that  the  position  of  the  executive  should  have  been  so  degraded  as  it  has 
been  in  the  present  session.  I  should."  he  continued,  "deeply  regret  to  find  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  applauded  a  policy  of  legerdemain.  And  I  should  above  all  things 
regret  that  this  great  gift  to  the  people — if  great  gift  you  think  it — should  have  been 
purchased  by  a  political  betrayal  which  has  no  parallel  in  our  Parliamentary  annals,  which 
strikes  at  the  root  of  all  that  mutual  confidence  which  is  the  very  soul  of  our  party  govern- 
ment, and  on  which  only  the  strength  and  freedom  of  our  representative  institutions  can 
be  maintained." 

Lord  Cranborne  was  not  the  only  Conservative  who  denounced  Disraeli's  Reform  policy. 
Another  vigorous  speech  in  opposition  to  the  measure  was  made  by  Mr.  Beresford  Hope,  who, 
after  criticising  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry,  and  particularly  of  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
said  tliat  he  for  one,  whether  he  lost  his  seat  or  not,  would  vote  with  his  whole  heart 
and    conscience    "  against     the    Asian    mystery."      Disraeli    was    quite    equal    to    the    occasion. 

He  retorted  with  one  of  his  most  sarcastic 
speeches.  "  I  can  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman,"  he  said,  "that  I  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  the  invectives  he  delivered 
against  me.  I  admire  his  style ;  it  is  a 
very  great  ornament  to  discussion,  but  it 
requires  practice.  I  listen  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  all  his  exhibitions  in  this 
House — (Oh  !  Oh !) — and  when  he  talks  about 
an  Asian  mystery  I  will  tell  him  that  there 
are  Batavian  graces  in  all  that  he  says 
which  I  notice  with  satisfaction,  and  which 
charm  me."  "Batavian  graces,"  applied  to 
IMr.  Beresford  Hope's  somewhat  ungainly 
style  of  declamation,  clung  to  that  gentleman 
long  after  the  L'eform  question  had  passed 
beyond  the  actual  stage  of  controversy. 
Decidedly  Disraeli  was  a  dangerous  opponent 
to  engage  in  lingual  conflict. 

Later,  Disraeli  speaking  at  Edinburgh 
entered  into  a  general  defence  of  the  policy 
of  the  Derby  Ministry  in  dealing  with 
Reform.  "  I  had,"  he  said  in  a  passage 
which  has  become  historic,  "  to  prepare  the 
nrind  of  the  country',  and  to  educate — if  it 
Fromai>i.oiob^  ih.  i<Mihn  stcnoscopic  co.,iiit.  Ijgi  qq);    arrogaut    to   usc    sucli   a   plu'ase — to 

ROBERT  LOWE,  viscouxT  sHERBRooKE,  educate    our    partv.      It    is    a    large    party, 

ChancBlloi-   of  the  Exchequer  in   Mr.   Gladstone's   firet  Administration ;  .  -^      "    .^        ,•  ,  i  11      l     I„ 

authoi  of  the  unpopular  Match  Tax.  and    rcquircs   its    attention    to    be   called   to 
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questions  of  this  kind  with  some  pressure.  I 
had  to  prepare  the  mind  of  Parliament  and  of 
the  country  on  the  question  of  Reform.  That 
was  not  only  with  tlie  concurrence  of  Lord 
Derby,  but  of  my  colleagues." 

In  sjiite  of  the  open  disaffection  of  not  a 
few  Conservatives  and  tlie  smouldering  discontent 
of  others,  Disraeli's  position  in  the  Conservative 
party  after  the  j)assage  of  the  Reform  Eill 
remained  unshaken.  If  distrusted,  he  was  yet 
accepted  as  the  only  jiossible  leader  for  the  party. 
Consequently,  when  Lord  Derby,  stricken  with 
fatal  illness,  on  February  25th,  18G8,  resigned 
the  Premiership,  and  Disraeli  was  chosen  by  the 
late  Queen  as  his  successor,  the  selection  met 
with  general  acquiescence  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Ministerialists.  It  was  an  unquiet  throne,  how- 
ever, which  the  new  Premier  was  to  occup}'.  He 
immediately  found  himself  face  to  face  with  the 
necessity  of  dealing  with  the  Irish  Church 
question,  and  dealing  with  it  under  political 
conditions  which  rendered  failure  almost  certain. 
At  the  outset  he  essayed  a  temporising  policy. 
But  his  hand  was  forced  by  j\Ir.  Gladstone 
giving  notice  on  March  23rd  of  his  famous 
resolutions  in  favour  of  the  Disestablishment  and 
Disendowment  of  the  Church.  The  Govern- 
ment met  the  resolutions  by  an  amendment  declaring  that  any  jiroposition  tending  towards 
Disestablishment  and  Disendowment  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  decision  of  a  new  Parliament. 
Disraeli  fought  what  he  felt  from  the  outset  to  be  a  losing  contest  with  characteristic  game- 
ness.  His  position  was  rendered  the  more  difficult  by  the  attacks  made  on  his  flank  by  Lord 
Cranborne,  in  whose  mind  still  rankled  a  sense  of  irritation  at  the  treatment  of  the  Reform 
question.  The  burden  of  the  attacks  was  the  ojiijortunism  of  Disraeli.  In  concluding  one  of 
his  speeches,  the  noble  lord  said  :  "  I  do  not  pretend  to  predict  the  probable  course  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government.  I  should  as  soon  undertake  to  tell  you 
which  way  the  weather-cock  would  point  to-morrow."  Disraeli,  who  could  ahvays  be  reckoned 
on  to  give  as  good  as  he  received,  was  thoroughly  equal  to  the  occasion.  "  The  noble  lord," 
he  observed,  "is  at  no  time  wanting  in  imputing  to  us  being 'influenced  by  not  the  most 
amiable  motives  that  can  regulate  the  conduct  of  public  men.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  the  invective 
of  the  noble  lord.  The  noble  lord  is  a  man  of  great  talent,  and  he  has  vigour  in  his  language. 
There  is  great  vigour  in  his  invective  and  no  want  of  vindictiveness.  I  admit  that  now,  speaking 
as  a  critic,  and  perhajis  not  an  impartial  one,  I  must  say  I  think  it  wants  finish."  Whether 
Lord  Cranborne's  invective  lacked  "  finish  "  or  not,  it  was  not  without  its  effect  on  the  general 
political  situation.  The  Government  was  defeated  by  majorities  of  sixty  and  sixty-five  respec- 
tively in  divisions  on  the  resolutions.  The  resignation  of  Ministers  was  looked  for,  but  on 
May  4th  Disraeli  announced  that  the  decision  come  to  was  to  dissolve  Parliament.  Heated 
controversy  ensued  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  this  step  from  a  constitutional  standpoint.  But 
Ministers  adhered  to  their  resolution  and  continued  in  office  until  the  autumn,  when  the  general 
election  was  held,  with  disastrous  results  to  the  Conservatives.  Without  waiting  for  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  the  Government  resigned. 

Gladstone  was  now  called  upon  to  assume    the  supreme    jiolitical    office  for    the  first    time. 
He  was   in   the    heyday  of  his  splendid  powers,  with  behind    him  the  great  reputation    gained 
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by  hi.-?  brilliant  administration  of  the  country's  linances  in  four  Administrations.  During  the 
six  years  that  his  Administration  lasted,  several  important  i-eforms  were  carried,  notably  tlie 
Education  Act,  by  the  provisions  of  which  the  country  was  for  the  first  time  endowed  with  a 
State  sj'stem  of  compulsory  elementary  education.  The  ISIinistry.  timnLfh  strong,  had  its  ups 
and  downs.  One  of  the  most  humiliating  rehuifs  it  received  was  o\er  a  proposal  made  in  the 
Budget  of  1871  by  j\lr.  1-iobert  Lowe,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  levy  a  tax  of  one 
halfpenny  on  each  box  of  lucifer  matches.  Immense  excitement  was  created  by  this  apparently 
innocent  proposal.  The  match-makers,  apprehensive  of  the  effect  that  the  impost  would  have 
on  their  interests,  commenced  an  agitation  against  the  Budget.  It  was  regarded  with  amused 
interest  at  first,  but  when,  on  April  ^4tli.  a  deputation  composed  of  several  thousand  East 
End  workers  marched  in  procession  to  Westminster,  the  authorities  in  their  turn  became 
alarmed.  Before  the  demonstrators  arrived  at  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  they  were  met  by 
the  police  and  dispersed.  Subsequently  complaint  was  made  in  the  House  of  the  treatment 
meted  out  to  the  match-makers,  whereupon  the  Home  Secretary  (^Ir.  Bruce)  exjilained  that 
"  such  a  procession  was  contrary  to  the  law — the  law  being  that  no  large  bodies  of  persons 
sliould  go  either   to  the    Sovereign    or   to  Parliament  for  the  purpose   of  presenting  a   petition. 

The  number  permitted  by  law  does 
not  exceed  ten  jiersons.  The  Act 
of  George  HI.  known  as  the  One 
Mile  Act,"  he  added,  '■  applies  to 
meetings,  and  provides  that  such 
meetings  as  that  of  Monday  last 
shall  not  be  held  within  one  mile 
of  Westminster-."  The  vindication 
of  the  majesty  of  the  law  and  of 
the  privacy  of  Parliament  in  the 
case  of  the  match-makers  has  afforded 
a  precedent  which  has  served  to 
keep  many  awkward  movements  at 
arm's  length  of  the  Palace  of  West- 
minster. Where  numerous  deputa- 
tions have  found  their  way  into  or 
near  the  legislative  precincts,  it  has 
usually  been  with  the  connivance  of 
the  authorities,  or  at  least  with  their 
tacit   approval. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  Glad- 
stone Administration  was  marked  by 
a  \igorous  controversy  relative  to 
the  expenditure  on  the  Eoyal  es- 
tablishments. It  was  at  first  mostly 
confined  to  tlie  public  platform  ;  but 
early  in  the  session  of  1872 — on 
-Alarch  19th  —  Sir  Charles  Dilke 
raised  the  question  in  the  House  on 
a  motion  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Civil  List  during 
the  reign  of  Queen  '\'ictoria.  At 
the  outset  of  the  debate  the  mover 

.  Uu  paMin,  hy  George  lUcUmcui,  H.A.,  in  ,hc  XaUonal  FoHraU  Uallay.  oi      the      reSolutioU      WaS      interrupted 

WILLIAM  PAGE  WOOD,  BARON  uATHERLEY.  bv   another    member,    who    raised   a 

LoHi  Chancellor  from  1S08  to  is:2.  question    of   privilege.       The    former 
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had   outside  the   House  avowed  himself  a  Kepublican,  and  the  question  now  arising  was  whether 
he    had    not    violated    the    oath    of    allegiance   to   her   Majesty    taken    by    every    member    of 
the    House.      This    gave    rise    to  a   preliminary  scene   of  disorder,   a   sort   of  forecast   of  what 
followed.       The    Speaker    refusing    to    decide    as    to   what    was    consistent    or    not    consistent 
with    the    oath,    Sir    Charles    Dilke    proceeded    to     state    his    case,    attacking    various    items    of 
expenditure  and  certain  allowances  to  members  of  the  Eoyal  Family.     The  speech  was  admittedly 
an  able  one,  and  attacked  principles  and  not  persons.       It  was   listened  to  with   a  fair   amount 
of  attention    and  was   answered  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  then  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.     Here  the 
House  thought  the   matter   should   have    ended,  but   IMr.  Auberon    Herbert  rose   to  address  the 
House  and  was   received  with   overpowering  cries  of  "  Divide,''    "  Oh  !    Oh ! "    and    other    marks 
of  disajiproval   at    the   continuance    of  the    discussion.      Undeterred,   Mr.   Herbert    paused,  and 
the  uproar   ceased.      Commencing    again,  the    honourable   member    uttered   a   few   words,  when 
the  storm    broke  out  anew  with  such  violence  that  no   one   complete  sentence  could   be  heard; 
again    and    again    he    tried    to    secure    a    hearing,  only  to   be  overpowered.      At   length  on  the 
intervention  of  the   Speaker   (Mr.  Brand),   he  was  allowed  to  jiroceed  for  a  short  space  of  time^ 
But    as  he    began    to   attack    the    Constitution    of  the    country,  a  large   body  of  the    members 
on   both  sides  of  the  House   rose  and   left.      Repeated    motions  were    made  to    count   out   the 
House  without  success,  and  attention  was   then  called  to  the  fact  that   strangers  were    present; 
and  the  House   was   cleared   of  them — including   the   Press — by   the    Sergeant-at-Arms  and  his 
officers.     During  the  remainder  of  the  honourable  iiionilicr's  s[iim'i-1i.  ciios  and  intciruiitioiis  were 
resumed    with  increased  vehemence, 
these  cries  emanating  from  members 
who    had    concealed    themselves    in 
remote    and    obscure    parts    of    the 
House.     Suddenly,  amid  the  general 
uproar    and    confusion,    loud    noises 
were     heard     in     imitation    of    the 
crowing    of    cocks,    whereupon     the 
Speaker  rose  and  said   that    he   had 
heard  sounds  from  behind  his  Chair 
which   were    grossly   disorderly,    and 
he  could  not  refrain  from  expressing 
the    pain   with   which    he    had   wit- 
nessed the  scene  that  had  j  ust  taken 
place.     This  rebuke   from  the  Chair 
had  the  effect  of  abating  the  storm, 
and     an    endeavour    was     made     to 
terminate     the     proceedings     by     a 
proposal  that   the   House    should   at 
once    adjourn,    but    without    effect. 
]Mr.    Auberon    Herbert    was    allowed 
to  finish  his  speech,  and  a  few  other 
members  taking  part  in  the  debate, 
the  House  divided  upon  the  question, 
with     the    result     that     276     voted 
against   the   pro^josal  and   only  two, 
the  mover  and  the  seconder,  for  it. 
Another  remarkable  scene  which 
occurred  in  the    House  of  Commons 

at     a      little      later      period in      July,  Fromapho(obi/ thelmulonSlereosrojikCo.,  lut. 

1875 — may    be    mentioned    iu    this  saiiuel  plimsoll, 

connection.  It      arose      out       of      an  ("The  Seaman's  Friend"),  promoter  of  important  shipring  legislation. 
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Bji  M.  Huhl,. 

BUST   OF   QUEEN    VICTORIA, 

In  Lhe  Queeu's  Room,  House  of  Lords  Library,  pre 
O'Leiiry,  Librilrian. 


uiuKiuiiccnicnt  niiiile  by  Disraeli,  as  the  head  of 
I  lie  I  lien  Ailuiinistration,  that  the  Govevnineiit 
well-  uiialilc  to  proceed  with  a  bill  dealiiii^ 
with  the  overloading  of  merchant  ships,  'i'he 
statement,  as  well  as  the  subject,  appeared 
unexciting,  hut  it  liad  a  visible  effect  upon 
Mr.  Samuel  I'limsoll,  one  of  the  members  for 
Derby,  who  had  devoted  his  best  time  and 
(energy  for  years  to  the  cause  of  the  sailor,  and 
to  whom  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  bill  meant  the 
hliglilingof  eager  hopes  and  long-formed  plans. 
White  with  emotion,  Mr.  PlimsoU  rose  in  his 
place  and  implored  the  Prime  Minister  to 
reconsider  his  decision.  In  passionate  tones  he 
exclaimed  :  '•  Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  brave 
men  are  sent  to  death,  their  wives  are  made 
widows  and  their  children  are  made  orphans,  in 
order  that  a  few  speculative  scoundrels,  in  whose 
hearts  there  is  neither  the  love  of  God  nor 
the  fear  of  God,  may  make  unhallowed  gains." 
Reference  was  then  made  to  the  loss  of  certain 
ships  whose  registered  owner  bore  the  name  of 
a  member  of  the  House  representing  a  seaport 
town.  "  And,"  said  Mr.  Plimsoll,  "  I  shall  ask 
some  question  about  other  members  of  the 
House   also.     I  am    determined    to  unmask    the 

villains  who  send  to  death  and  destruction " 

Here'  the  Speaker  rose  and  asked  the  honour- 
able member  to  withdraw  the  word  "  villains  " 
with  reference  to  members  of  the  House.      IMr. 


Plimsoll,  in  impassioned  tones,  declined  to  withdraw  the  statement,  and  made  his  way  from 
his  seat  to  the  table  of  the  House.  In  one  hand  he  held  a  written  document,  which  he 
flourished  in  the  fice  of  the  Premier  and  then  placed  it  upon  the  table.  "This  is  my 
protest,"  said  he,  and  then  resumed  his  seat.  t)ne  course  only  could  be  followed  by  the 
House — that  of  censuring  the  member  for  his  disorder.  This  was,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few 
days,  decided  upon,  but  a  carefully  written  apology  was  then  forthcoming  from  the  oifender, 
in  which  he  withdrew  every  expression  contrary  to  Parliamentary  usage,  but  added  that  he 
did  not  withdraw  any  statement  of  fact.  Satisfied  with  this  amend,  the  House  generously 
forgave  the  honourable  member  for  his  breach  of  order.  His  zeal  was  not  without  its  effect, 
as-  a  strong  feeling  was  created  in-  the  country  by  his  protest,  and  although  late  in  the 
session,  the  Government  was  compelled,  by  pressure  from  outside,  to  introduce  and  pass  a  fresh 
measure  dealing  with  unseaworthy  ships. 

Less  than  twelve  months  after  this  episode  in  which  JNIr.  Plimsoll  figured  so  prominently, 
Disraeli'was  elevated  to  the  House  of  Lords  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Beaconsfield.  His 
last  utterance  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  made  on  August  12th,  1876,  on  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  East,  which  then  exclusively  occupied  public  attention.  With  Disraeli  dis- 
ajjpeared  from  the  popular  chamber  one  of  the  strangest  and  most  fascinating  figures  who  have 
ever  spoken.within  its  walls.  His  policy  may  have  been,  as  it  was  represented  by  his  opponents, 
liiischievous ;  his  political  morals  corrupt;  he  may  have  been,  as  he  was  often  called,  an 
unscrupulous  adventurer  and  a  political  mountebank ;  but  he  had  the  invaluable  quality  of 
making  himself  interesting,  and  this,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  non-political  reader,  may 
be  held  to  extenuate  a  multitude  of  political  sins. 


From  ail  mgracuig  ajlei'  the  pauMng  by  Sir  Francs  Grant,  P.Ii.A.,  Oi' permisswn  of  Mr.  ConinasOi/  Hisradi,  M.P. 
BENJAMIN  DISRAELI,.  EAEL   OP  BEACONSFIELD,   K.G. 
One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  niaBy  portraits  of  the  famous  statesman. 
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The  elevation  of  Disraeli  to  the  Peers  left  bis  great  rival,  Gladstone,  in  undisputed  pre- 
eminence in  the  House  of  Commons.  No  one  approached  him  either  in  intellectual  gifts  or 
in  political  influence.  Yet  it  was  not  an  imdistinguished  assembly.  In  it  sat  ilr.  Gathonie 
Hardy,  whose  impetuous  eloquence  won  for  him  the  title  of  the  "  Hotspur  of  Debate."  There 
also  was  jMr.  Eobert  Lowe  in  the  plenitude  of  his  great  powers ;  Sir  William  Vernon  Harcom-t, 
rapidly  pushing  his  way  to  fame;  John  Bright,  with  his  eyes  undimmed  and  the  natural  force 
of  his  eloquence  yet  unabated;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster,  the  hero  of  the  education  settlement, 
whose  rugged  rhetoric  had  a  certain  jiower  of  charm  not  always  exercised  by  the  polished 
flights  of  more  brilliant  orators..  Amongst  the  younger  men  were  two  destined  to  cut  a  consider- 
able figure  upon  the  political  stage  in  succeeding  decades.  These  were  Lord  Eandolpli 
Churchill,  who  entered  the  House  as  member  for  the  family  borough  of  Woodstock,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Balfour,  the  jiresent  Premier,  who  sat  in  Parliament  for  the  first  time  in  1874  as  member 

for  Hertford.  Also  as  members  of  the  popu- 
lar chamber  at  the  time  that  Disraeli  took 
liis  farewell  of  it  were  Charles  Stewart  Par- 
nell,  the  great  Irish  Leader,  who  had  been 
elected  as  member  for  Meath  in  the  previous 
year;  and  i\Ir.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  whose 
election  for  Birmingham  had  only  taken  place 
two  or  three  months  prior  to  the  Conserva- 
tive Premier's  transfer  to  the  Ujiper  House. 
Whether  regarded  from  the  standpoint  of 
matured  statesmanship  or  from  that  of  latent 
talent,  the  assembly  was  above  the  average. 
The  history  of  the  Victorian  Parlia- 
ments from  the  pieriod  that  Disraeli  disap- 
jieared  from  the  scene  is  too  recent  and 
touches  too  many  acutely  controversial 
questions  to  be  dealt  with  in  any  detail  in 
a  work  such  as  this.  It  will  suffice  for  our 
]]urpose  to  draw  attention  to  some  of  the 
move  picturesque  facts  and  incidents  which 
distinguished  the  career  of  Parliament  in 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  late 
(Jueen's  reign.  leaving  to  the  serious 
historian  the  more  onerous  and  responsible 
task  of  recording  the  precise  course  of  events 
and  i^assing  judgment  upon  the  actors  on 
the  political  stage. 

One  striking  feature  of  the  period  which 
may  properly  be  alluded  to  is  the  rise  and 
development  of  working-class  rejiresentation. 


From  a  photo  bi/  thr  I. I.,,,_  ,s/,  , ,  ..tcopic  Co.,  Ltd. 

MB.   THOMAS   BUUT,   M.P., 

The  first  genuine  working-man  representiitive  to  be  returned  to  the  Uo 
of  Commons. 
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Until  this  juncture  in  the  life  of 
Parliament  the  House  of  Commons 
had  never  included  within  its  ranks 
a  genuine  working  man  sent  to 
Parliament  by  working-class  voters 
to  specially  represent  their  interests. 
The  nearest  approach  to  such  repre- 
sentatives were  men  like  Cobbett, 
who,  though  their  political  aspira- 
tions and  social  sentiments  were 
entirely  democratic,  could  yet  not 
claim  to  be  what  the  modern  Labour 
representatives  are.  The  pioneer  of 
this  new  class  of  legislator  was  Mi. 
Thomas  Bm-t,  who  in  1874  was 
elected  as  member  for  Morpeth.  In 
his  younger  days  ]Mr.  Burt  worked 
in  a  coal  mine,  undergoing  all  the 
hardships  and  sharing  all  the  dangers 
inseparable  from  the  miner's  life. 
A  thoughtful,  studious  lad,  endowed 
with  no  common  share  of  intelli- 
gence, and  a  considerable  fund  of 
his  native  northern  shrewdness,  lie 
speedily  made  his  way  to  a  position 
of  influence  amongst  his  fellows,  and 
finally  became  in  a  real  sense  their 
leader.  His  return  to  Parliament 
was  a  great  achievement,  honourable 
alike  to  himself  and  to  those  who 
sent  him  to  Westminster.  It  was 
also  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment, 
and  as  such  was  somewhat  closely 
and  anxiously  watched  by  thoughtful  men  all  over  the  country.  But  whatever  misgivings 
may  have  been  entertained  at  the  outset,  they  were  speedily  dissipated  by  the  member's 
career  in  Parliament.  His  quiet,  unassuming  demeanour,  his  zeal  for  the  p)ublic  good,  and 
his  restrained  and  reasoned  oratorj',  won  for  him  hosts  of  friends  and  well-wishers  amongst 
all  p)arties.  Such  were  his  qualities  that  when,  in  1890,  the  German  Emperor  convened 
a  Labour  Conference  at  Berlin,  he  was  with  general  ajjproval  selected  as  one  of  the  British 
delegation.  An  even  greater  tribute  was  paid  him  two  years  later,  when  he  was  apj^ointed 
a  member  of  the  Government,  and  as  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  took 
his  seat  on  the  Treasury  Bench  amid  cheers  from  all  parts  of  the  House.  j\Ir.  Burt  found 
what  others  had  discovered  before  him,  that  lowly  birth  was  no  bar  to  goodwill — or,  to  use 
his  own  stronger  words,  that  "  probabh'  there  is  no  jilace  in  the  world  where  social  position 
counts  for  less  than  in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  It_  may  be  unfair  in  its  judgment 
of  a  man,  but  it  never  measures  him  by  a  mean  standard.  It  estimates\  him  by  his 
character  and  abilitv,  not  bv  the  extent  of  his  possessions,  and  cares  just  a's  little  for  a 
peasant  as  for  a  lord.  The  same  cannot  be  said  with  equal  truth  of  any  otlier  assemblage  of 
Englishmen." ' 

In  1880  I\lr.  Burt  was   reinforced  by  several   other  working-men  representatives,  the  most 
conspicuous  of  whom  was  Jlr.  Henry  Broadhurst,  who,  beginning  life  as  a  stonemason,  became 

'  Article  in   C\mienq>orary  Heview,  1889. 


iibei-  for  Uattersea  ;  i 


:mh.  jiihx  iukns,  m.i>., 

of  the  best  known  and  ablest  representativ 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the  Trades  Union 
Council,  and,  through  the  influence  of  that 
organisation  and  by  virtue  of  his  own  sturdy 
abilities,  was  elected  member  for  Stoke-upon- 
Trent.  Like  Jlr.  Burt,  ]Mr.  Broadhurst 
speedily  made  his  way  in  the  House,  and 
finally  (in  188G)  attained  INIinisterial  rank, 
filling  the  appointment  of  Under-Secretary 
of  the  Home  Department.  At  the  present 
time  Mi.  Broadhurst  represents  Leicester,  by 
which  constituency  he  was  first  returned  in 
1894,  in  conjunction  with  ^Mr.  Walter  Hazell, 
a  large  emp)loyer  of  labour — a  happy  con- 
junction of  interests,  which  jaroves  that  a 
Labour  candidature  need  not  be  conducteil 
on  exclusive  or  selfish  lines.  Mi\  Broad- 
hurst's  testimony,  like  that  of  ]Mr.  Burt,  is 
warmly  appreciative  of  the  friendliness  of  the 
House.    Addressing  a  meeting  at  Stoke-upon- 


SIR  JIAXCHEKJEE  MERWANJEE  BHOWXAGGREE, 
K.C.I.E., 

Member  for  North-East  Bethnal  Gretfn,  a  distin- 
guished Parsee  wlio  may  lie  regarded  as  the  representative 
of  India  in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 


I'fUM  aphulu  III  1/ic  Laiuluil  SU.iascapic  Co.,  llii. 

THE   RIGHT   HON.'  W.  B.   FORSTER, 

A  leading  member  of  Gladstone's  first  and  second  Adniinistrations,     Tlie 

introducer  of  the  Education  Act  of  ISTO. 

Trent  in  1881,  he  said:  "I  entered  the  House  without 
wealth,  influence,  or  friends  other  than  my.  own  class, 
and  no  one  could  have  been  more  com'teously  and 
generously  received  than  I  have  been,  even  by  political 
opponents.  In  the  House  of  Commons  it  mattered  not 
what  had  been  a  man's  position,  nor  what  was  the  sphere 
of  life  in  which  he  moved ;  if  he  had  anything  to  sav 
worth  listening  to,  he  was  equal  to  the  noblest  and  richest 
in  the  assembly.  Therefore  working  men,  if  they  chose 
t(j  send  to  Parliament  a  representative  from  themselves, 
might  know  that  he  would  be  received  with  as  much 
respect  as  if  he  was  the  son  of  a  millionaire." 

]Mr.  Joseph  Arch,  the  representative  of  the  agricul- 
tural labouring  class,  and  Mr.  George  Howell,  a  thought- 
ful writer  on  Labour  questions,  are  other  prominent 
sons  of  toil  who  have  reinforced  the  green  benches  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  perhaps  the  most  striking 
figure  of  all  which  has  been  seen  in  the  Parliamen- 
tary Labour  ranks  is  that  of  jMr.  John  Burns,  the 
member  for  Battersea.  This  gentleman  has  a  strongly 
marked  individuality,  which,  if  it  were  allied  to  less 
shrewdness,  might  have  long  since  made  shipwreck  of 
his  career  in  the  popular  chamber.  But  it  is  not  without 
reason  that  i\Ir.  Burns  has  won  for  himself  the  title 
of    "  the    Statesman    of    Labour."       He    has    a    keen 
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iippreciation  of  the  forces  which 
give  the  House  of  Coiiimons  its 
]]iH'uli;ir  distinction  amongst  the 
])o]iular  chambers  of  the  world; 
and  he,  in  addition,  possesses  to 
a  marked  extent  the  tactfuhiess 
without  which  the  most  brilUant 
talents  are  as  naught  tliere. 
'I'lius  equipped,  he  has  gone 
iViiin  (ine  success  to  another,  until 
he  occupies  to-day  a  position  of 
influence  and  popularity  which 
many  an  older  and — in  a  jjolitical 
and  social  sense — a  more  influ- 
ential politician  might  with  good 
reason  '  envy.  Though  his  views 
may  be  extreme,  they  are  felt  to 
be  honestly  held,  and,  as  such, 
are  regarded  with  that  tolerance 
which  the  House  invariably  ex- 
tends to  the  genuine  outspoken 
expression  of  opinion,  no  matter 
from  what  quarter  it  comes. 
His  vigorous  rhetoric,  marked  as 
it  is  by  a  certain  epigi'ammatic 
force  and  a  broad  humoui\  is 
invariably  received  with  good 
temper;  while  on  occasions,  on 
questions  into  which  political 
feeling  does  not  enter,  his  co- 
operation is  actually  welcomed  by 
those  opposed  to  him.  In  short, 
he  enjoys  the  general  resj^ect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-members,  and,  to  a  modified  extent,  their  sympathy. 

While  the  Labour  members  have  added  to  the  ranks  of  legislators  a  new  class,  an  e\en  more 
remarkable  type  of  representative  was  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons  (in  the  later  A'ictorian 
Parliaments)  in  the  Indian  member,  ililton,  in  his  grandest  imaginings  of  the  future  of  "the 
great  and  puissant  nation,"  probably  never  contemplated  that  distant  India  would  have  at 
Westminster  natives  of  its  populous  soil  to  watch  its  interests  in  an  Imperial  Parliament. 
But  such  was  to  be  the  case.  In  1892  was  returned  to  Parliament,  as  member  for  Central 
Finsbury,  31r.  Dadabhai  Naoroji,  a  member  of  the  great  Parsee  community  of  Western  India. 
In  his  earlier  days  ]\Ir.  Naoroji  had  been  an  oflficial  in  a  native  state,  but  his  greatest 
reputation  was  made  as  a  publicist  in  Bombay,  where  he  for  many  years  occupied  a  pi-ominent 
position  as  a  private  citizen.  Though  the  chances  of  the  electoral  struggle  rendered  his 
membership  but  a  brief  one,  he  was  sufficiently  long  in  the  House  to  demonstrate  that  a 
native  of  India,  speaking  with  the  authority  which  comes  of  popular  election,  could  be  very 
valuable  as  the  mouthpiece  of  educated  native  sentiment,  even  if  he  had  no  direct  authority 
to  represent  them.  In  the  circumstances  it  was  fortunate  that  the  election  which  witnessed 
Mr.  Naoroji's  rejection— that  of  1895— should  have  marked  the  return  for  North-East  Bethnal 
Green  of  jNIr.  (now  Sir)  INIancherjee  M.  Bhownaggree,  a  co-religionist  of  his,  and  a  gentleman 
equally  well  equijiped  by  training  in  public  life  for  the  role  of '  imaccredited  "member  for 
India"  in  the  Imperial  Parliament.     A  journalist   in   early  life,  an   official   representative  of  an 


Frovfi  a  pliolo  h«  Muull  .u  J'm:.  ■ 

CHAKLES    STEWART  PARXELL, 
The  Irish  X.-itionalist  leader  ;  a  commanding  figure  in  the  later  Victorian  Parliaments. 
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CHARLnb   BliADLAUCJll, 
iiliiristkadei,  \\\i<x,e  letmn  .is  meinlKi  foi  ^olth,^mllton  led  to  : 
;iciimoniouB  conti'ovei^y  relative  to  the  rarliamentavy  oath. 


iiiil"iil;nit  native  .'ftiite,  a  barrister  of  Lin- 
cdln's  Inn,  and  a  ijublic  man  of  recognised 
standing  in  India,  lie  coni])ined  in  bis  person 
quabfieations  wliicli  are  liiglily  desirable  in 
a  member  of  Parliament.  Jn  tbe  House  as 
^v(•ll  as  (iul>ide  it  he  rapidly  won  his  way 
to  fa\i)ur.  and  it  was  witii  general  satisfac- 
tion that  at  the  General  JUection  of  1900 
be  was  once  more  returned.  It  is  possible 
that  the  future  may  have  in  store  the 
devising  of  some  system  of  Imperial  repre- 
sentation by  which  members  may  be  directly 
delegated  from  India.  But  whether  this  is 
done  or  not,  a  picturesque  interest  will 
always  attach  to  the  membership  of  tliese  two 
gentlemen,  who  wooed  and  won  English  con- 
stituencies, and  so  unbarred  the  doors  of  tbe 
Senate  House  to  a  community  whose  very  exis- 
tence was  probably  unknown  to  tbe  members 
of  most  of  the  earlier  English  Parliaments. 
Associated  with  tbe  subject  of  excep- 
tional representation  with  which  we  have 
been  dealing  is  the  question  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary oath.  Nowadays  it  would  be  im- 
jiossible  for  a  man  to  be  excluded  from 
P  a  rl ia- 


nient    on 
account 

(if  his  religious  belief,  or  bis  absence  of  religious  belief. 
Eat  in  past  times,  dnwn  to  (piite  recent  years,  fierce  con- 
troversies liave  liecn  waged  around  the  question  of  the 
admissibility  of  the  administration  of  the  oath  to  certain 
joersons.  t)ue  such  struggle  attended  Daniel  O'Connell's 
admission  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Thi>  l>ibeiator 
was  returned  to  Parliament  as  member  for  ("lare  in 
1828,  previous  to  the  jiassiug  of  the  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion Bill.  Up  to  Ajiiil,  182!),  he  bad  forborne,  on  the 
advice  of  his  iiicmls.  fniiu  making  any  effort  to  assert  his 
claim.  Hut  the  Catholic  Emancipation  Bill  having  been 
passed,  lie  then  decided  to  present  himself  in  the  House, 
believing  that  the  ^Ministry  of  the  day  would  not  oppose 
him.  He  had,  however,  reckoned  without  the  bostilitv  of 
the  King  (George  IV.),  whose  inveterate  dislike  to  him 
resnlled  in  the  adoption  of  measures  tending  to  his  ex- 
ckisiiiii.  Arri\-ed  at  the  Bar,  the  ordinary  oath  was  tendered 
to  him,  and  (in  his  refusing  to  take  it,  the  Ifduse  liy 
resolutidu  decreed  that  bis  election  was  null  anil  xnid. 
O'Connell  went  over  to  Ireland,  was  immediately  re-elected, 
and,  rettu-ning  to  ^Vestminster,  took  bis  seat  under  the 
provisions  of  the  then  recently  passed  Act.  Although  the 
portals  of  Parliament  were  widened  on  the  jmssing  of  the 
Catholic  Emancipation  Act,  it  was  not    until    a   later    period 


SIR  KALPII   A.    GOSSETT, 
Seigcant-at-Avms  of  the  Uouse  of  Commons  limi 
the  Bi-.allaugh  coDtvoveisy. 
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fllMILb    BKiDLALOU     VT     IHL    LAI     ur    LllL    HOLsE   Ol    L  J^MMUNa   CL\IM1\G   TIIL   EIGHT 

10  MAivE  ArniniAiiox  or  allegiance  ivstead  op  taking  the  ovth 


that    Jews    were 

allowed  to    sit  and 

vote  in   the    House 

of    Commons.       In 

1849  Baron   Lionel 

de    Rothschild   was 

sent  to    the   Plouse 

of  (Jonimoiis  by  the 

City      of     London. 

Waiting     for      two 

years,       the       duly 

elected  member  sat 

below       the       Bar, 

liopinof    a    measure 

of 'relief   would    lie 

passed  ;       but      his 

expectations    lieing 

disappointed,    he 

resigned     his    seat, 

and   was  re-elected. 

Considering   this    a 

mandate    from    his 

constituents  to  force 

the     matter     upon 

the  attention  of  the 

House,  the   hon.  member  presented   himself   at   the  table  to  be  sworn,  but  on  his  objecting  to 

that  jwrtion  of  the  oath  of  abjuration  "on  the  true  faith  of  a  Christian,"  as  not  being  binding 

upon   his  conscience,  the  House  refused  to  allow  him  to  take  his  seat,  and  for  seven    j-ears    he 

remained   in   name   only  a  member,  occuiiying  a  seat  below  the  Bar,  but  without  the  right  of 

voting.     It   was  different  with  Mr.  Alderman   Salomons,  also  a  Jew.     Elected  for  Greenwich  in 

1851,  his  position  was  on  all  fours  with  that   of   Baron    Kothschild.      He   refused   to    take   the 

oath  contrary  to  his  conscience,  but   claimed   his   right  to   be  an   active   member,  and   denying 

the  authority  of  the  House  to  prevent  him  voting,  he  took  his  seat  within  the  Bar  and  voted 

in  three  divisions,  and  for  doing  so  was  proceeded  against  in  the  Exchequer   Court   and   fined 

£'500.     A  measure  was  thereafter  brought  into  Parliament  dealing  with  the  question  and  passed 

into  law,  Baron  de  Eothschild  being  the  first  member  to  take  advantage  of  the  change. 

In  Parliament,  as  in  other  places,  history  repeats  itself,  and  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  upon  his 
election  for  Northampton  in  1880,  found  himself  in  a  somewhat  similar  position  to  that  of  the 
Jews  thirty  years  previously- — but  with  a  difiVrence :  I\Ir.  Bradlaugh  presented  himself  at 
the  table  and  claimed  the  right  to  affirm  instead  of  taking  the  oath,  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  repeatedly  done  so  in  courts  of  law.  It  was  notorious  that  ]Mr.  Bradlaugh  wa^ 
a  person  without  religious  belief,  and  although  the  objection  to  allowing  him  to  affirm  was 
of  a  technical  nature — no  provision  for  such  a  case  existing — there  was  a  strong  feeling 
against  him  on  account  of  his  heterodox  opinions.  Long  and  exciting  debates  took  place 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  violent  scenes  occurred  in  the  House.  On  one  occasion 
]Mr.  Bradlaugh,  denying  the  right  of  the  House  to  exclude  him,  made  his  way  to  the  table 
and  administered  the  oath  to  himself.  Upon  another  occasion  he  endeavoured  to  force  his 
way  into  the  House,  and  was  removed  by  police-constables  into  Palace  Yard.  He  at  one 
period  of  the  disj)ute  was  ordered  into  prison  under  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms ; 
and  so  the  matter  went  on.  Never  before  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  member  or  official 
liad  such  scenes  taken  place.  The  controversy  was  not  finally  settled  until  a  new  Parliament 
met,  when  j\Ir.  Bradlaugh  was  allowed  to  take  the  oath  without  interruption. 
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In  the  contest  bet'sveen  the  House  and  the  iiieinher  tor  Noitliamptoii,  the  celebrated 
"  Fourth  Party,"  consisting  of  the  late  Lord  Eandolijh  Churchill,  ^Ir.  A.  J.  I'alfour.  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff,  and  Sir  John  Gorst,  took  a  leading  inwt.  Free  lances  in  the  political 
arena,  they  harassed  the  Government  with  Mr.  Gladstone  at  its  head ;  they  attacked  their  own 
friends  when  it  suited  them  to  do  so ;  and  were  eventually,  to  some  extent,  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  the  defeat  of  the  Liberal  Government — Mr.  Gladstone's  second  Administration. 
Eefore  this  event  occurred  many  stirring  scenes  were  witnessed  in  the  House,  one  of  wliich 
may  be  recalled.  In  1884  the  Llouse  had  met  for  an  autumn  session,  with  the  intention 
of  again  passing  the  bill  for  extending  the  franchise  to  counties.  The  measure  had  got 
through  the  Commons  in  the  ordinary  session,  but  had  failed  to  receive  the  approval  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  Agitations  had  been  carried  on  in  the  country,  and  ijublic'  meetings  held 
in  various  places,  notably  at  Birmingham,  where  a  demonstration  organised  at  Aston  against 
the  measm-e  had  led  to  serious  riots.  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  accused  in  various  quarters  of  being 
a,  party  to  the  disorderly  proceedings ;  and  upon  this  occasion  Lord  Randolph  Churchill 
determined  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House.  He  charged  Mr.  Chamberlain,  one  of 
her  Majesty's  ^Ministers,  holding  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  an 
incitement  to  interference  with  the  freedom  of  public  discussion,  and  with  a  justification  of 
riot  and  disorder.  The  House  looked  forward  to  a  good  crisp  debate.  Lord  Randolph  Churchill 
having  publicly  announced  that  he  intended  to  "  draw  the  badger."  The  noble  lord  made  the 
most  of  his  ojiportunity,  bringing  forward  a  general  charge  of  complicity  in  the  riotous 
proceedings  of  the  Birmingham  Liberal  Association,  with  which  3Ir.  Chamberlain  was  connected, 

and  su})porting  it  with  allegations  of 
forged  tickets  of  admission,  of  hired 
ruffians  to  break  up  the  meeting  of  the 
Conservatives,  and  of  public  speeches 
of  the  Minister  calculated  to  encourage 
disorder.  It  was  a  formidable  in- 
dictment jjrepared  with  much  care. 
But  ]Mr.  Chamberlain  was  quite  equal 
to  the  occasion.  He  not  only  from 
his  point  of  view  completely  refuted 
the  charges  against  himself  and  his 
supporters,  but  he  turned  the  tables 
upon  his  assailant  by  producing 
sworn  evidence  of  hirelings  who  had 
been  jiaid  bv  the  organisers  of  the 
meeting  to  prevent  by  violence  any 
legitimate  opposition  being  shown, 
and  to  stifle  the  free  expression  of 
opinion.  As  to  the  accusation  of 
making  inflammatory  speeches  about 
his  opponents,  he  quoted  Lord 
Randolph  ChurchilFs  language  when 
addressing  an  audience.  '■  I  have," 
said  I\Ir.  Chamberlain,  "  culled  a  few 
of  the  choice  flowei'S  of  rhetoric  that 
are  to  be  found  in  the  speeches 
iif     the     noble     lord.       In     my    o^vn 

•  ■ase     he     has     described     me     as     a 

•  pinchbeck  Robespierre.'  Well,  I 
believe  Robespierre  was  by  common 
consent    of  his    contemporaries   called 


L  jiltoto  hij  tliK  London  HUrm^coptc  Co.^  Ltd. 

LORD   RANDOLPH   SPENCER  CHURCHILL, 


iSecretaiy  for  India  i 


.  Lord  Salisbury's  fii"st,  .ind  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i 
second,  Administration. 
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the  '  incorruptible.'     The  historical  memory  of  the  noble  lord  can  furnish  him  with  the  names 
of  some  persons  who  are  not  entitled  to  that  appellation." 

The  House  enjoyed  the  cut-and-thrust  duel  between  the  two  experts  of  debate,  and  loudly 
cheered  each  telling  retort.  And  so  it  was  with  many  other  oratorical  encounters  in  which  the 
two  chief  actors  in  this  incident  were  subsequently  to  figure,  either  wdth  Gladstone  as  a  third 
IJarty  to  the  quarrel  or  as  a  mutual  antagonist.  It  would  not  be  proper,  perhaps,  to -call  it 
the  palmy  period  of  Parliamentary  fence ;  but  it  unquestionably  will  compare  in  personal 
interest  with  all  but  the  most  brilliant  times  in  the  modern  life  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
How  completely  the  scene  was  changed  by  the  removal,  first  of  Lord  Eandolph  Churchill  and 
later  of  Gladstone,  it  is  not  necessary  to  relate.  Nor  need  the  stormy  course  of  the  Home 
Kule  movement,  with  its  dramatic  and  even  tragic  interludes,  and  its  momentous  political 
consequences,  be  traced.  These  are  matters  which  are  still  fresh  in  the  public  recollection, 
and  in  regard  to  which  acute  controversy  still  rages.  Some  future  day,  when  the  leading 
actors  still  on  the  stage  have  passed  away,  the  events  will  provide  writers  who  are  treating 
of  the  life  of  the  House  of  Commons  with  material  for  some  chapters  of  absorbing  interest, 
and  political  philosophers  with  not  a  few  facts  upon  which  to  build  their  theories  of  the 
development  of  the  forces  which  go  to  the  making  of  history. 

65 
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l^ofore,  however,  final  leave  is  taken  of  the  ^'ictol■ian  rarliainents,  a  reference  seems  to  he 
demanded  to  the  leading  men  who,  at  the  close  of  a  memorable  ei-a  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  were  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  Parliamentarians.  Compared  with  the  talent  wliirli 
existed  .at  some  earlier  periods  in  the  life  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  personnel  of  the  two 
Front  Benches  when  the  twentieth  century  dawned  was  not  remarkable.  But  it  has  its  peculiar 
elements  of  strength,  and  time  may  yet  show  that  the  genius  which  constitutes  the  title  of 
the  Parliamentarian  to  renown,  like  history,  repeats  itself.  First  to  claim  notice  by  right  of 
Ministerial  rank,  if  not  of  intellectual  pre-eminence,  is  JMr.  Arthur  James  Balfour,  the  present 
Premier.  In  the  roll  of  British  Premiers  there  is  not  one  whose  career  presents  more  jioints 
of  personal  attraction  than  this  distinguished  statesman.  As  litterateur,  philosopher,  and 
politician   he    has    in    distinct  walks   of    life    built  up    for    himself   a  position  of  authority  and 


MR.   BALFOUR  S   ROOM   AT   THE   HOUSH   OF  COMMONS. 
:.  .-  ,i,  i;,i,  aiuitment  tli.-it  the  rrcmier  iloes  tbe  gieatev  piirt  of  bis  arduous  ivoi-k  duiing  the  time  tliut  nuli.imont  is  sittiir.-. 

])oj)ulai-ity,  while  he  lias    by  a  combination  of   qualities  become  a  social  force  greater,  perhaps, 
than  any  of  his  predecessors  in  the  high  office  he  now  fills. 

Mr.  Balfour's  early  Parliamentary  training,  as. we  ha\e  seen,  was  in  tlie  rough  ami  tumble 
of  the  irregular  Parliamentary  warfare  provided  by  the  Fourth  Party.  As  an  important  unit 
of  that  historic  quartette  he  practised  himself  in  the  arts  of  jjolitical  controversy,  throwing 
himself  into  the  struggle  witli  a  zest  which  seemed  to  be  foreign  .to  his  equable  and  easy- 
going natiuc.  In  this  fashion  he  acquired  a  readiness  in  debate  and  a  self-confidence  which 
are  usually  only  forthcoming  after  many  years  of  servitude  in  the  Legislative  Chamber. 
Advancement  to  IMinisterial  rank  came  to  him  as  by  right  of  hard  and  strenuous  and  successful 
exertion  in  the  cold  shades  of  Opposition.  When  Lord  Salisbury  formed  his  Ministry  in  1885, 
he  was  chosen  for  the  important  office  of  President  of  the  Local  Go\-ernment  Board.  In  this 
position,  as  well  as  in  the  role  of  Vice-President  of  the  Scotcli  Etlucation  Department,  to  wliich 


President  of  the  Local  Gov 


THE   EIGHT    HON.    ARTHUR  JAMES   BALFOrR. 

I  in  1S85-86  ;  Secretary  for  Scotland,  18S6-S7  ;  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  1SS7-91  ;   First  Lord  of  the 
iry  and  Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1001 ;  Prime  minister,  1902. 
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I'ruiit  a  ii/wUi  t'if  (/(t  Loadoii  S(tnoscopic  Co.,  Ltd. 

THE   KIGHT   JIOX.   WILLIAII   HEXKY   SMITH, 
Lciuler  of  the  House  of  Coninions  for  several  jeais. 

appointment,  on  IMr.  W.  H.  Smitli's  death 
in  1891,  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons.  'Sir. 
Balfour's  rise  to  these  coveted  jiosts — the 
highest  save  one  ojien  to  the  aspiring 
member  of  the  Hou.se  of  Commons — was  so 
exceptionally  rapid  that  there  were  some 
misgivings  even  amongst  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  friends  at  the  promotion, 
thoroughly  deserved  though  it  was.  Bat  he 
sijeedily  showed  that  the  feeling  was  without 
justification.  His  handling  of  the  House 
indicated  how  completely  he  had  mastered  the 
avp  of  Parliamentary  direction.  Firm  and 
yet  conciliatory,  he  piloted  his  way  dexter- 
ously through  the  shoals  which  thickly  be- 
strew the  course  of  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
Some  who  presumed  on  his  inexperience 
quickly  discovered  that  they  had  made  a 
mistake,  and  that  beneath  the  placid,  bland 
exterior  were  fires  which,  if  the  blast  were 
ajJijlied,  would  burst  forth  with  consuming 
fury.  Where  Mr.  Balfour  showed  himself 
w^eakest,  i>erhaps,  was  in  his  management 
of  legislation.  His  constitutional  antipathy 
to  detail  occasionally  led    him    into    tlithcult 


he  was  apijointcd  on  the  formation  of  Lord 
Salisbury's  second  jMinistry  in  188G,  he 
justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  But 
his  great  opportunity,  of  course,  did  not 
come  mil  11  1887,  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  till  the  ]io.-t  of  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
ill  line  of  the  most  stirring  epochs  of 
Ireland's  cliequered  history.  How  in  that 
cajiacity  he  fought  against  powerful  and 
resolute  adversaries  a  political  battle  such 
as  hardly  any  English  IMiinster  had  ever 
before  been  called  upion  to  figlit — how  after 
many  checks  and  disappointments,  and  some 
humiliations,  he  eventually  emerged  the 
victor — does  not  need  to  be  told  here.  His 
administration  of  the  Irish  Office  was  by 
general  consent  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
feats  in  domestic  statesmanship  that  a  young 
and  largely  untried  Minister  had,  in  the 
long  course  of  Parliamentary  history,  been 
able  to  place  to  his  account. 

The  reward  for  the  eminent  services 
rendered  was  ajipropriately  handsome.  It 
took     the    form    of     the    Chief     Secretary's 


F,-OM  (he  jjqi/Ki/iy  bl,  Edit 


:  io.'.l, 


-I.,  la  tlu  yutiomil  Portni'ct  Uulkry, 
SIK  STAFFORD   HEXRY  KOETHCOTE,    FIRST    EARt, 
OF   IDDESLEIGH. 


The  i>opular  stat 


ivlio  from  1S76  to  1SS5  led  the  Cui 
1  the  House  of  Commons. 


vatii 
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EOBEET  AIITHUE  TALBOT   GASCOTXE   CECIL,   THIRD   MARQUIS   OF  SALISBURY,   K.G. 

A  recent  photograph  of  the  eminent  statesman. 
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situations.  lie  did  not  always  adequately  realise  at  tin'  inoincnt  liow  much  depeiideil  upon 
some  apparently  trivial  matter  under  discussion.  But  if  lie  made  mistakes,  lie  showed 
consummate  skill  in  remedying  them.  Often  when  his  polii  ical  opponents  have  congratulated 
themselves  on  having  fairly  entrapped  him,  he  has  sailed  off  with  flying  colours,  thanks  to  an 
intuitive  perception  of  the  jioint  where  the  position  was  weakest. 

Mr.  Balfour's  tactical  skill  is  reinforced  by  splendid  debating  powers.  While  his  style 
is  pleasing  and  his  matter  refined,  he  possesses  to  a  full  degree  the  robuster  qualities 
which  are  essential  to.  successful  Parliamentary  oratory.  He  is  always  at  his  best  when  he  is 
on  his  defence.  Then  the  latent  pugnacious  element  in  his  nature  bursts  out,  and  he  becomes 
transformed  by  the  force,  of  liis  own  passion.  The  stimulus  applied  by  the  ringing  cheers  of  his 
supporters  helps  him  forward.  (Jne  telling  point  is  made  after  another ;  deadly  thrusts  follow 
in  rapid  succession.       He    alternately  slashes    and    ]iulverises    his    opponents    until  they  are  left 


MU.  CHAMBERLAIN  S   KOOM   AT   THE   UOUSE 
nf  aluirtments  in  close  proximity  to  the  Legislative  Clianib?! 


E  CO.AIJIOXS. 

et  apart  for  the  use  of  Ministe; 


limp  and  helpless,  with  scarcely  breath  sufficient  to  protest  against  the  castigation.  Strenuous 
as  JMr.  Balfour  is  at  these  times,  he  never  oversteps  the  bounds  of  courtesy.  There  is  no 
Minister  of  modern  times  who  has  shown  more  scrupulous  deference  to  the  canons  of  good 
taste,  or  who  has  in  all  his  relations  with  political  friend  and  foe  displayed  better  feeling. 
For  this  reason  he  enjoys  a  personal  popularity  of  a  very  striking  kind.  The  tribute  recently 
paid  to  him,  with  the  cordial  approval  of  his  followers,  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition — Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannennan — on  jMr.  Balfour's  first  appearance  in  the  House  of  Commons  after 
his  elevation  to  the  Premiership,  was  a  testimony  to  the  singular  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 
Such  a  demonstration  was  almost  unique  in  the  annals  of  Parliament.  It  will  probably  be 
many  years  before  it  is.  repeated  under  analagous  circumstances. 

Even  more  remarkable  in  its  way  than  the   influence  which    ]\lr.  Balfour   exercises    in    the 
House   of  Comiiions    is  the   power   over   the   assembly   possessed   by   his    colleague,  Mr.  Joseph 


cc*^'2.'"/?02_ 


THE   EIGHT    IIOX.   JU^^EPII   CUA.MBEKLAIX,    L.L.D.,   D.C.L.,   SECEETARY   OF   STATE   FOK  THE  COLOXIES. 
I  photogiatih  specially  tiiken  at  the  House  of  Commons  Tjy  Sir  Benjamin  Stone,  M.P.,  immediately  after  tlie  terms  of  surrender  of  tlio 
Boer  forces,  and  of  tlie  consequent  close  of  the  South  African  war,  were  announced  in  tlie  llouse. 
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('liaiiil)eilaiii,  (lie  Colonial  St'cretan'.  WIktp 
the  Prime  ]\Iinister  has  conquered  hy  en- 
gaging personal  qualities  wedded  to  i)rilliant 
intellectual  attainments,  his  friend  and  co- 
adjutor has  succeeded  by  the  sLeer  force  of 
a  master  mind  acting  in  the  face  of  the 
most  unsympathetic,  and  occasionally  anti- 
jiathetic,  influences.  He  has  gone  to  the 
iVont  because  of  the  prejudices  against  him 
rather  than  by  reason  of  any  personal  feeling 
in  his  favour.  The  careers  of  few  statesmen 
supply  a  more  instructive  study.  Entering 
Parliament  in  1876.  as  fiu-  as  Imperial 
liolitics  were  concernetl  a  practically  un- 
known man,  he  became  within  less  than 
four  years  a  member  of  the  Cabinet. 
Usually  the  way  to  the  charmed  circle  of 
Ministers,  even  for  those  whose  progress  is 
smoothed  by  higli  birth  or  powerful  interest, 
is  only  to  be  found  through  a  succession  of 
subordinate  positions,  and  after  a  long  and 
arduous  Parliamentary  training.  For  ex- 
ample, the  elder  Pitt  was  eleven  years  at 
^^'est minster  liefore  he  became  a  Cabiriet 
^linister.  Canning  fourteen  years,  Peel  thir- 
teen years,  Disraeli  fifteen  years,  and  Pal- 
merston  as  many  as  twenty-one  years.  If 
we  take  the  careers  of  statesmen  of  the 
present  era,  jMr.  Chamberlain's  rise  appef^rs 
not  less  startling.  Mr.  Gladstone  had  been 
thirteen  years  in  Parliament  before  he  entered 

the  Cabinet ;  j\Ir.  Balfour's  jieriod  of  political  apprenticeship  was  almost  as  protracted,  extending 

from  the  time    of    his    election  for    Hertford    in    1874    imtil    liis    ajipointment    as    Secretary  for 

Scotland    in    188G.      The    career   of  Mr.    Asquith    supplies    the    nearest    parallel    to  that  of  Jlr. 

Chamberlain  amongst  his  contemporaries;  but  the  right 

honourable  gentleman  was  six   years  a  member   before 

he  entered  the  Cabinet,  against  the  four  years'  probation 

of    the    Colonial    Secretary.       In    point    of    fact,    ]Mr. 

Chamberlain's  advance  to  the  i'ront  rank  of   statesmen 

is  only  outrivalled  by  that  of  the  younger  Pitt,    who, 

within  a  little  over  a  year  of  his  election  for  Ap)p)leby, 

became,  on  July  Gth,   1782,  when   at  the  age   of  only 

twenty-three.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Faults  of   temper  of  a  very  grave  kind  are  often 

atti'ibuted   to  ]Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  doubtless  his  dis- 
position   is    not    of   the    sweetest  ;    but    he    is  far  from 

being  the.  character    that    he    is    painted    by  some    of 

those  opposed  to  him.     A    quality  which   be    has    con- 
spicuously shown  throughout  bis  career  is    unfaltering 

loyalty    to   his   friends.      It    has    never    been    said    of 

him,  as  it  has  of  other  prominent   statesmen,  that    he 

has  used  men  as  ste]iping-stones  to  power,  and  kicked 


FroM  iiphulu  b,i  llu  Loiuloii  !ili  lo  i  p     i     ,11 

LOUD   RUSSELL   OF   KILLOWEN, 

Wbo,  (iis  Sir  Charles  Bussell)  played  a  conspicuous  pait 
history  of  the  last, quarter  of  the  nineteenth  ce 


the  political 
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tliem  over  wlien  they  had  served  his 
ends.  The  accusation,  indeed,  has 
been  the  other  way — that  he  has  been 
unduly  solicitous  of  tlie  fortunes  of 
those  who,  in  the  days  when  the 
future  seemed  dark,  stood  by  him. 
It  is  an  honourable  charge,  and  one 
which  shows  at  least  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  is  not  selfish  and  unsym- 
pathetic, as  he  has  occasionally  been 
dejiicted.  In  point  of  fact,  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  though  outwardly  a  some- 
what hard  man,  is  by  no  means  lack- 
ing in  sentiment.  No  personal  incident 
in  his  later  Parliamentary  career  is 
better  remembered  than  his  display 
of  emotion  on  the  interesting  occasion 
of  the  maiden  speech  of  his  son,  ]\Ir. 
Austen  Chamberlain.  The  inner  man 
peeped  out  then  in  a  fashion  whicli 
clearly  indicated  that  behind  that  calm, 
business-like  exterior  was  a  jiersonality 
as  human  as  of  the  best  or  the 
weakest  of  his  colleagues. 

As  a  debater  Mr.  Chamberlain 
enjoys  a  greater  reputation  than  any 
living  statesman.  The  House  never 
fills  so  readily  as  it  does  for  him. 
The  intimation  that  "  Chamberlain  is 
up"  always  suffices,  whatever  may  be 
the  occasion,  to  bring  members  sw"arm- 
ing  into  the  Legislative  Chamber  from 
the  Lobby,  smoking-rooms,  the  Library, 
the  Terrace — in  short,  from  all  places 
to  which  the  average  legislator  is 
accustomed  to  retire  to  escape  the 
boredom  inflicted  by  prosy  (iraturs. 
And  3Ir.  Chamberlain  not  only  attracts  an  audience;  he  holds  it — which,  perhaps,  is  an 
even  greater  testimony  to  his  ability,  for  there  is  no  more  fastidious  and  exacting  body 
than  the  House  of  Commons.  To  win  its  approval  the  rarest  qualities  are  needed.  Alere 
rhetorical  power  is  not  sufficient.  Every  member  of  the  assemlily  is  a  public  speaker  himself, 
and  a  proper  scorn  is  felt  for  those  little  devices  which  go  to  make  up  the  equipment  of 
the  platform  orator.  The  elaborately  prepared  speech,  bristling  with  carefully-thought-out 
"impromptus,"  the  profound  philosophical  disquisition  with  its  ostentatious  parade  of  academic 
learning,  the  fiery  oration,  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signifying  nothing — all  these  various  styles 
of  utterance,  which  are  so  effective  in  other  walks  of  life,  ai"e  absolutely  wasted  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  What  members  appreciate  above  all  things  is  a  lucid,  business-like  statement, 
illumined,  it  may  be,  by  flashes  of  wit  or  a  pretty  play  of  fancy,  but  never  degenerating  into 
mere  rhetoric.  It  is  because  jNIr.  Chamberlain's  contributions  to  debate  have  precisely  these 
qualities  that  he  has  made  the  success  he  has  done.  When  he  iutervenes  in  debate  it  can  be 
confidently  reckoned  that  he  will  speak  very  much  to  the  point,  and  set  out  in  orderly  array 
the    most    powerful    arguments    that    can    be    used    against    his   opponents.     His   readiness   and 
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The  oldest   neniber"  of  the   House"  of  Coium 
SU-  Benjamin  Stone,  M.P.,  taken 
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F,-oi,i  n  rlcleh  I,,,  n.  T.  /.•■•.'. 
SIR    WIT.MAM    HAl:|-ori!T. 


resouiT(>fulness  are  jn'overliial.  An'aiu  and  ajijain  on  smni'  iiiipnrtaTit 
occasion  when  the  subject  lias  been  complicated  and  abstruse  he 
has  been  known  to  juuip  to  bis  letjs,  and  with  only  a  few  fn<ritive 
notes  contained  on  a  single  sheet  of  notepajjer  launch  into  a 
brilliant  speech  of  an  hour's  duration,  in  which,  while  he  has 
analysed  with  merciless  force  the  contentions  ]iut  fen  ward  jii.-t 
previously  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  he  has  jiresented  in 
telling  fashion  the  views  of  his  own  party.  Those  interjections  of 
inconvenient  "  voices,"  -which  at  times  throw  even  the  most  abb- 
speakers  off  their  balance,  seem,  in  his  case,  only  to  stimulate  the 
flow  of  his  oratory.  With  lightning  rajjiditv  he  is  down  on  the 
interrupter.  a)id  he  worries  him  as  a  terrier  does  a  rat  until  he 
lias  left  him  liiiiji  and  silent,  and  only  too  glad  to  allow  the 
speaker  to  i-esume  the  thread  of   his  argument. 

This  intellectual  nimbleness  of  ^Ir.  Chamberlain,  if  effective  at  St.  Ste])heirs.  is  doulily 
so  in  the  country,  where  the  less  astute  and  less  informed  character  of  his  audiences  gives  liim 
a  wider  field  for  its  exercise.  ]Mr.  Chamberlain's  extreme  readiness  in  this  respect  has  given, 
rise  to  a  charge  of  dialectical  trickery.  It  is  averred  that  he  deliberatelv  jjrejjares  for  these  inter- 
ruptions, and  that  what  outwardly  appears  a  sudden  inspiration  prompted  bv  the  circumstances- 
of  the  moment  is  in  reality  the  fruits  of  a  carefully  laid  plot  to  which  he  has  devoted  much 
previous  thought.  Possibly  there  is  some  ground  for  this  allegation  ;  but,  even  so,  the  position 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  as  a  sjieaker  is  left  unaffected.     If  the  gi-eat  aim  of  oratory  is  to   impress 

the  hearer  with  the  strength  of  the  speaker's 
cause  and  the  weakness  of  his  opponent's, 
as  we  take  it  to  be.  it  matters  little  by  what 
means  that  aim  is  achieved.  In  political 
warfare,  as  in  the  region  of  military  action, 
tactics  have  their  place,  and  to  condemn  a 
speaker  because  he  is  an  adept  in  leading 
his  opponents  into  an  impasse  in  which  he 
can  fall  upon  them  with  ease  and  effect,  is 
akin  to  quarrelling  with  the  generalship  of 
a  gi'eat  military  captain  who  is  successful  in 
planning  ambuscades.  If  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
speeches  are  eminently  successful  in  the 
manner  of  their  delivery,  thev  are  not  less 
striking  in  substance.  One  of  the  lessons 
acquired  in  his  Edgbaston  days  was  to 
thoroughly  master  a  subject  before  speaking 
u]ion  it,  and  this  he  has  never  forgotten. 
Whatever  the  topic  may  be.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
is  ready  with  his  facts.  As  a  consequence 
he  is  raivly  caught  tripping.  Occasionally 
it  has  happened  in  debate  that  when  he  has 
made  a  more  than  ordinarily  effective  point 
some  incautious  opponent  has  challenged  him 
for  his  autliority,  and  it  has  almost  invariably 
been  forthcoming,  not  seldom  under  circum- 
stances which  have  brought  confusion  ujwn  the 
rash  intervener.  Take  him  for  all  in  all,  ]Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest 
debaters  that  the  House  has  ever  known. 


I  aphotohy  the  London  Stereoscopic  Co.,  Lf<t. 

THE    RIGHT   HON.   JOHN   MORLEY, 


Irish  Secretiry  i 


Mr.  Gladstone's  ISSC  .nnd  1S92  Administratii 
in  Lord  Rosebery's  AdniinistratioD. 
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THE   RIGHT   HOX.    WILLIAM    EWART   GLADi5T0XE. 

The  eminent  statesman  is  liere  represented  in  the  evening  of  his  days— in   the  period 
during  which  he  was  familiarly  and  affectionately  known  as  "  The  Grand  Old  Man. " 
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Another  figure  wliic-h  lias  filled  a  great 
])lace  in  the  jjo])iilar  assembly  in  the  later 
\'i(t()rian  Parliaments  is  that  of  Sir  William 
^'(•rn(ln  Harcourt.  This  eminent  statesman 
has,  perhaps,  been  more  concerned  than  any 
other  man  living  with  the  great  movements 
which  have  gone  to  make  political  history 
in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
intimate  and  faithful  henchman  of  ^Ir.  Glad- 
stone, the  strenuous  political  leader  ever  in 
the  heat  of  the  fray,  he  has  made  for  him- 
self a  position  of  peculiar  distinction  amongst 
the  public  men  of  bis  time.  In  years,  as  in 
political  experience,  he  is  the  senior  of  every 
one  of  his  leading  contemporaries  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  with  the  exception  of 
Sir  .Alichael  Hicks-Beach.  He  is,  in  fact, 
almost  the  only  conspicuous  survival  of  the 
old  school  of  statesmen  of  which  Gladstone 
and  Beaconsfield  were  distinguished  rejjre- 
sentatives.  Nor  is  his  association  with  the 
politicians  of  the  past  merely  a  matter  of  age 
and  political  connections.  His  modes  of 
thought  and  his  methods  of  oratory  are  those 
of  a  bygone  Parliarhentary  era.  He  is  one 
of  the  very  few  speakers  who  hazard  a  Latin 
quotation.  The  fine  ora  rotundo  style  of 
declamation  once  so  much  favoured  by  eminent 
speakers  in  the  House  of  Commons  still 
finds  in  him  an  exponent.  He  has  the  same 
love  of  persiflage  which  characterised  the 
debates  in  the  popular  chamber  a  half-century  ago.  In  fine,  while  everything  almost  has 
changed  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  last  generation.  Sir  William  Harcourt  adheres  to  the 
traditions  and  principles  ^yhich  governed  the  life  of  the  House  when  he  entered  it  as  member 
for  Oxford  in   1868,  before  the  flood  of  Reform  had  swept  in  a  new  class  of  members. 

As  befits  one  who  obtained  his  early  oratorical  inspiration  from  the  Titanic  combats 
between  Disraeli  and  Gladstone,  Sir  William  Harcourt  is  above  all  things  a  good  fighter. 
He  has  the  rollicking  love  of  the  Irishman  for  the  fray,  and  quite  the  Irishman's  capacity  for 
dealing  and  receiving  hard  knocks.  His  partisanshijj  is  so  thorough-going  that  he  is  sometimes 
led  into  difficult  jiositions;  but  his  adroitness  in  retrieving  a  blunder  amounts  almost  to  genius. 
Very  rarely,  when  the  odds  have  to  be  reckoned  up,  is  he  found  at  a  disadvantage.  Though 
Sir  William  Harcourt  never  minces  his  language,  and  does  not  measure  the  blows  which  he 
delivers,  he  is  personally  a  prime  favourite  with  the  House.  His  buoyant  humour,  his  keen 
enjoyment  of  a  rough-and-tumble  fight,  and  his  complete  freedom  from  bitterness  or  the  petty 
vices  of  the  j)olitician,  commend  him  to  an  assembly  which  loves,  above  all  things,  to  be 
interested  and  amused.  P"or  an  out-and-out  partisan,  as  Sir  William  Harcourt  confessedly  is, 
he  occujiies  a  position  such  as  has  rarely  been  held  by  a  prominent  statesman. 

Another  favourite  amongst  the  political  leaders  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  to-day  is 
Mr.  John  Morley.  Though  his  views  on  the  great  questions  that  are  uppermost  are  strongly 
at  variance  with  the  prevailing  current  of  political  thought  in  the  House,  there  is  no  one  who 
is  listened  to  with  greater  respect,  or  for  whom  a  keener  admiration  is  felt.  The  literary 
graces  with    which    he   clothes    his    speeches    lend    them  a   distinction  of    an  uncommon    kind. 


I'foiit  a  iihotohi/  ill''  Loadan  Stereoscopic  Co.,  /.!<(. 

thb'bioht  Hon!  sir  henky  h.  fowler, 

rinanciul  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  anil  President  of  tho  Local 
Government  Board  under  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  Secietary  for  India  in  Lord 
Rosebery's  Administration. 


lapltoto  ly  Elliott  d-  Fi-ii,  Baker  Ural.  ir. 
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But  wliiit  i;iv('s  liiin  his  ascciiiU'iu'V  is  tlie  I  raiisjun'cnt  siiicci  it  y  nF  liis  ciiiivictions  anil  llu'  iittor 
absence  ol'  anylliiiiL,''  a]i|ii-(iacliing  self-seekinL;  in  his  aclinns.  His  is  a  ])crsi)iialil  v  suHiciciil  Iv 
unfamiliar  on  the  pdlilical  stage  to  win  the  triliuti'  of  an  cxtcndi-d  hdnianc.  llcinarkalilc 
however,  as  is  the  jiii>iticin  Mr.  Morlev  occu|iics.  if  cnnndl  he  said  that  his  career  in  tin'  llinisc 
of  Commons  has  hccn  a  success  in  a  Parliaiucntary  sense.  In  debate,  he  has  shown  great 
intellectual  ability  and  a  coniplete  grasji  of  his  subject.  But  there  has,  for  the  mo.st  jjart,  been 
wanting  in  his  utterances  that  mental  dexterity  and,  perhaps,  political  adaptability  which  are 
essential  to  a  thorough-going  triumph  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Where  the  duties  of  leader- 
ship have  devolved  upon  ]Mr.  JMorley,  his  weaknesses  have  been  jjarticularly  conspicuous.  He 
has  displayed  a  want  of  toncli  with  the  realities  of  the  situation  which  has  detracted  from  his 
authority  and  given  to  his  direction  of  affairs  a  feebleness  incompatible  with  success.  Still, 
his  reputation  as  a  Parliamentarian  stands  higher  than  that  of  any  distinguished  literary  man 
who  has  occupied  a  seat  in  the  House,  with  the  sole  exception,  perhaps,  of  jMacaulay. 

Of  quite  a  different  type  from  ^Ir.  ."Nlnrley  is  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  who  now  for  manv 
years  has  lield  a  leading  position  in  the  Hnuse.  As  a  representative  of  the  landed  interest  lie 
sat  as  a  supjiorter  of  .Mr.  Disraeli  as  far  back  as  lS(i4.  His  political  ideals  are  for  the  iiK.ist 
part  those  of  the  period  of   Conservati\e  ascendency  which  followed  shortly  afterwai-ds.      \  man 

of  strong  practical  bent  of  mind, 
he  has  no  sympathy  with  the 
sentimental  or  philosophical  order 
of  politics.  He  has  a  scorn  for 
sul)terfuges  and  half  measures,  and 
is  no  believer  in  the  notion  that 
language  was  given  to  conceal 
thoughts.  He  is,  in  tine,  just  a 
plain  country  gentleman  of  the 
old  school,  with  his  political  lean- 
ings and  pei-sonal  predilections. 
With  an  official  experience  extend- 
ing back  to  1868  and  embracing 
the  Chief  Secretaryship  for  Ireland, 
the  Presidency  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  the  Presidency  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  the  Colonial  Secretaryship, 
the  Chancellorship  of  the  Ex- 
clieipiei',  and  the  Leadership  of 
the  House,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Iieach  could  not  fail  to  wield  a 
considerable  authority  over  his 
brother  members.  But  liis  ])osition 
does  not  rest  alone  on  his  past 
record.  The  House  likes  his  tine 
straight-forward  character.  his 
hatreil  of  shams,  his  contt'inpt  for 
truckling,  and.  if  the  truth  must 
be  told,  it  has  a  sneaking  admira- 
tion for  that  sharpness  of  tongue 
liy  which  he  is  accustomed  to 
tlaxour  his  sentiments.  Its  parti- 
ality, no  doubt,  is  of  a  rather 
reverent  order,  as  that  of  the 
pupil    for    the    schoolmaster    who 


From  a  photo  btf  the  Biograph  Studio. 

SIR   BENJAMIN   STONE,    M.P.    FOK   EAST   BIUMINGHAiM, 

A  popular  politician  whose  leisure  has  been  occupied  in  securing  a  complete  photogiaphii 

record  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster  and  other  national  buildings. 


/■  n„i:  Ihc  /anions  ficlnre  liv  Mr.  G.  F  ir<,lls.  A'  -tI. 

WILLIAM   EWART  GLADSTONE. 

The  illustrious  Statesman  who  tour  times  servert  the  ofBce  of  Premier,  aud  who,  dyiu«  on  May  19, 1898,  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  on  May  28  following. 
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is  "a  he:ist.  but  a  just  beast."  Bat 
of  its  strength  and  universality  there 
is  no  sort  of  question. 

No  survey  of  the  gi'eat  Parlia- 
mentary leaders  of  the  close  of  the 
Victorian  era  would  be  complete 
which  did  not  include  the  present 
Duke  of  Devonshire.  Though  as  a 
member  of  the  Peers'  Chamber  his 
Grace  was  in  the  closing  years  of 
the  late  Queen's  life  withdrawn  from 
the  thick  of  the  political  fray,  he 
fixed  an  indelible  mark  on  the  work 
and  life  of  the  Victorian  jieriod. 
Not  only  has  he  filled  all  but  the 
highest  position  in  the  State,  but 
even  the  highest  might  have  been 
his  had  he  listened  merely  to  the 
jiromptings  of  ambition.  Moreover, 
his  name  is  imperishably  associated, 
as  leader,  with  one  of  the  mightiest 
]iolitical  convulsions  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  the  country.  Many  and 
varying  are  the  estimates  which 
have  been  formed  of  his  statesman- 
ship. But  political  friend  and  f<i(' 
alike  are  agreed  in  yielding  to  him 
the  attributes  of  a  high-minded 
and  jiatriotic  public  man.  Even 
when  the  wisdom  of  the  jiolicy  he 
has  pursued  has  been  most  fiercely 
assailed,  calumnj'  has  never  whispered 
a  suggestion  that  his  course  has  been 
directed  by  other  than  the  ijm-est 
motives.  The  great  position  which 
his  Grace  has  attained  to  is  due  to 
these  eminent  personal  qualities  quite 
as  much  as  to  any  sjjecial  ajititude  for 
high  political  affairs.  There  is,  indeed,  hardly  an  instance  in  modern  times  in  which  a  statesman 
of  the  first  rank  has  achieved  that  position  with  less  showy  talents.  His  Grace  lacks  all  the 
requisites  of  a  great  orator.  His  style  is  cold  and  unemotional,  his  utterance  at  times  almost 
indistinct,  and  the  matter  of  his  speeches  unadorned  with  any  literary  grace.  He  is  just  a 
plain,  common-sense  Englishman,  who  has  a  straightforward  story  to  tell,  and  scorns  to  stoop  to 
any  artifice  to  enforce  its  lessons.  Still,  though  not  brilliant  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  or  the  Marquis  of  Hartington  (as  he  then  was),  was  a  great 
power  in  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  thirty-four  years  he  sat  there.  His  fine 
practical  genius  was  seen  at  its  best  in  the  trying  times  which  followed  Mr.  Gladstone's  reth-e- 
ment  in  1875,  when,  as  the  Liberal  leader,  he  had  to  keep  together  a  beaten  and  dispirited 
party,  conscious  at  all  times  of  the  presence  on  his  flank  of  a  vigilant  and  impetuous  guardian 
of  Liberal  traditions,  who  might  at  any  moment  intervene,  and  by  so  doing  fatally  undermine 
his  authority.  The  cleverness  of  Lord  Hartington's  leadership  dm-ing  this  period,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  paved    the  way  for   the    great    triumph    of   the  Liberal  cause   at    the    polls  in  1880. 


A  great  cartoon  symbolic 


"  OUT   OF   THE  WOOD. 
the  triumph  achieved  by  Mr.  Ghulstone 
of  the  Irish  Land  Act. 
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Parliainciit  has  known  many  more 
brilliant  figures,  but  it  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  been  acquainted  with  one 
more  unselfish  or  less  marked  by 
the  ignobler  features  of  statesinansbip. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
Sir  Henry  Canipbell-Rannerman,  fills 
by  virtue  of  his  abilities  as  well  as 
by  right  of  position  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  records  of  the  later 
Victorian  Parliaments.  His  talents 
are  more  solid  than  showy,  and 
political  accident  quite  as  much  as 
strength  of  character  has  put  him  at 
the  head  of  the  forces  of  Liberalism 
in  the  House.  Nevertheless,  he  has 
won  the  title  to  rank  high  in  the 
roll  of  eminent  men  who  at  different 
times  have  led  the  forces  of  0})posi- 
tion  in  the  popular  chamber.  Astute- 
ness in  political  strategy  has  been 
his  strong  point.  Often  with  limited 
resources  and  under  discouraging 
conditions  he  has  won  political  suc- 
cesses of  no  insignificant  kind.  It 
has  been  his  misfortune  to  occupy 
the  Leadership  at  a  period  when 
events  have  torn  his  party  with 
dissension,  and  the  necessity  of  re- 
conciling the  interests  of  opposing 
sections  has  given  to  his  pronounce- 
ments a  want  of  decision,  and  oc- 
casionally a  contradictoriness  which 
has  excited  shari)  criticism.  But  he 
does  not  lack  genius  for  direction, 
and  under  happier  conditions  he 
would  i^robably  make  as  bold  a  leader  as  the  best  of  his  predecessors.  In  his  relations  with 
his  opponents  he  has  carefully  maintained  the  honourable  traditions  which  have  grown  up 
about  the  Leadershijj  of  the  Opposition.  Nothing  could  have  been  happier  or  in  better  taste 
than  the  graceful  tribute  to  Mr.  Balfour  previously  referred  to— a  tribute  which  extracted  from 
the  foreign  Press  an  expression  of  envious  admiration. 

Amongst  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman's  immediate  associates  calling  for  special  reference 
are  jMr.  Asquith,  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  and  Sir  Edward  Grey.  The  first-named  has  perhaps  had 
the  most  interesting  career  of  the  trio.  Singularly  enough,  he  owed  his  admission  to  the  front 
rank  of  i:)oliticians  to  a  purely  legal  achievement.  As  a  junior  counsel  for  the  defence  in  the 
Parnell  Commission  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  cross-examine  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution,  and  he  performed  his  work  with  such  cleverness  that  public  attention  was  fastened 
upon  him,  and  from  that  time  forward  his  path,  both  professional  and  political,  was  easy. 
Mr.  Gladstone,  with  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  new  blood,  appointed  him  Home 
Secretary  when  he  formed  his  Administration  in  1892,  and  on  Lord  Rosebery's  accession  to 
power  he  was  continued  in  the  office.  His  administration  was  a  marked  success — firm,  yet 
conciliator}',  and  energetic  without  trace  of  fussiness.     In  his  handling  of  a  particularly  critical 


From  a  photo  by  Maull  <i-  Foj:. 

THE   KIGHT   HON.   WILLIAM   ST.   JOHN'   FREJIAXTLE   BRODUICK, 

ising  statesman  wUq  filled  the  office  of  Secretaxy  for  War  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  South  African  War  iiericd. 


From  a  photo  htj  J.  Rvssdl  ^  Sons,  Baker  Street,  M'. 

THE    RIGHT    HON".   SPENCER  COMPTON    CAVENDISH,    EIGHTH    DUKE    OF   DEVONSHIRE,    K.G. 
The  Lilwral  Unionist  Leader  who,  as  Marquis  of  Hartington,  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  from  1S57  to  1S91.    He  led  the  Liberal 


party  from  1S75  to  ISSO  .ind  at  different  times, 
and  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 


Has  filled  the  offices  of  Secretary  for  War,  Postmaster-General,  Secretary  for  Indi; 
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situatiDU  (k-NC'loiicd  ;it  tlic  iiiiniiig  district  of 
Featlier.stone  by  some  strike  riots  he  evinced 
stiit('sinanlikf>  (|ualitips  of  the  liighest  kind, 
it  is  rather  li\-  \ii-tuc  df  Ids  services  rendered 
in  this  caiiacit y  than  liy  his  jierforiuaiiccs  on 
tlie  floor  of  tiie  House  that  he  has  secured 
tlie  enanent  position  he  occui)ies.  His  style 
is  a  little  too  forensic  for  the  taste  of  the 
iiieinliers.  His  manner,  moreover,  lacks  the 
hn-  which  is  looked  for  in  the  jiopulai- 
I'arlianientary  orator.  Neveitheh  s-.  he  hastlie 
ear  of  the  House  to  a  flattering  degree,  and 
his  reputation  as  a  debater  is  steadily  risinu'. 
In  some  respects  Sir  Henry  P'owler  i-e- 
senililes  Mr.  Ascjuith.  A  hard-headed,  un- 
eniotiiinal  man.  steeped  in  law,  the  intricacies 
of  which,  as  a  family  solicitor,  he  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with,  he  impresses  by 
weight  rather  than  the  brilliancy  of  his 
talents.  He  is  the  "safe  man"  of  his  party. 
\\'hoe\er  may  be  guilty  of  political  indiscre- 
tion or  extravagance,  he  can  always  be  relied 
on  to  take  and  maintain  a  level  view  of 
things.  As  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  later  as  Secretary  for  India 
in  Lord  Eosebery's  Admiiiisti-ation.  he  dis- 
]ilayed  consummate  tact  and  judgment,  and 
won  the  respect  of  men  of  all  parties  by 
his  liroad-minded  way  of  treating  questions 
whicli  came  before  him  for  solution.  Oratory 
is  not  his  forte.  l)ut  he  lias  few  equals  in  the  House  in  making  a  lucid  and  business-like  state- 
ment on  a  conqilicated  question  of  policy.  One  or  two  of  his  speeches  delivered  during  his 
tenure  of  the  Lulian  Secretaryship  are  amongst  the  finest  INHnisterial  exiJositions  of  Indian  policy 
ever  made  in  the  House.  On  the  whole  there  are  few  Parliamentary  leadei's  who  are  more 
trusted  by  the  great  mass  of  business  men  than  Sir  Henry  Fowler. 

In  a  different  sphere  Sir  Edward  Grey,  the  last  of  the  trio  named,  enjoys  a  similar  measure 
of  confidence.  His  special  province  is  foreign  affairs,  to  the  study  of  which  he  has  brought  a 
keen  intellect  and  a  vigorous  and  comprehensive  understanding.  Trained  under  Lord  Eosebery, 
one  of  the  ablest  of  the  Victorian  Foreign  Secretaries,  he  has  developed  into  an  expert 
authority  on  all  questions  bearing  upon  the  external  relations  of  the  country.  His  statesman- 
like utterances,  breathing  as  they  do  the  spirit  of  responsibility,  are  listened  to  with  respectful 
attention  in  the  House,  and  they  do  not  pass  unnoticed  in  the  Chancelleries  of  Europe.  Few 
politicians  in  recent  times  have,  in  fact,  obtained  a  more  enviable  position  as  an  authority  on 
foreign  affairs  thau  Sir  Edward  Grey.  It  is  not.  however,  in  this  capacity  alone  that  the 
young  baronet  has  made  his  Parliamentary  reputation.  In  tlie  discussion  of  general  ]:olitics 
he  has  manifested  an  ability  of  no  common  kind.  An  incisive  and  ready  speaker,  thoroughly 
well  informed  on  all  questions,  and  possessing  all  the  advantages  which  attach  to  a  pleasing 
presence,  he  ranks  amongst  the  best  debaters  in'  the  House.  The  widespread  impression  is  that 
he  will  go  far  and  accomplish  much  if  he  can  conquer  a  certain  easiness  of  disposition  which 
prevents  him  at  times  from  making  the  mo.st  of  his  opportunities. 

Two  other  comparatively  young  politicians  in  the  front  rank  who  must  be  mentioned  are 
the    Hon.  Wm.  St.  John    F.  Brodrick    and    ]\[r.  George  Wvndham.       Both  have  won  their  way 


From  a  photo  b>f  thi'  London  SUnoscopU-  Co.,  Ltd. 

THE   lUGHT   HON.   HERBERT   HENRY  ASQUITH, 
Hon:o  Secretory   in    Jlr.    Gladstone's   last   Ailniiuistration,  anil 
Administratic.n  of  Lord  Roseliery 


•  Loiidmi  Stu-aarupU-  Co.,  Ltd. 

THE    RIGHT   HON.   SIR    HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX,,  G  C  B 
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From  a  sketch  Inj  F.  CarnUhcrs  GoitUl. 

THE   LATE   SIR  JOUX    MACLURE 

■The  Whiteliead  Torpedo").     A  clever  caricature  of  a  fa; 
the  later  Victorian  Parliamenls. 


liliar  figuri 


to  Cabinet  jiositions  at  what  iiowailavs  must 
be  regarded  as  an  early  age ;  both  have  held 
executive  positions  at  a  period  of  excep- 
tional stress  and  difficult}'.  j\Ir.  Brodrick 
has  the  advantage  of  seniority.  Born  in 
1856,  he  entered  the  House  as  member  for 
West  Surrey  in  1880.  while  Mr.  Wyndham 
did  not  come  into  the  world  until  I860. 
and  he  was  not  seen  in  the  House  until 
1889,  when  he  was  returned  for  Dover.  In 
an  official  sense,  however,  the  seniority  is 
more  apparent  than  i-eal,  for  tliough  JNIr. 
Brodrick  was  appointed  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  ■N\'ar  Office  in  188().  .Mr.  Wyndham 
as  early  as  1887  formed  an  official  connec- 
tion by  accepting  an  appointment  as  chief  secretary  to  ]\Ir.  B\lfonr,  then  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  ]Mr.  Brodrick  earned  his  promotion  to  the  important  office  of  War  Secretary,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  on  the  formation  of  Lord  Salisbury's  third  Administration,  by  a  long 
period  of  ])robation  in  subordinate  positions ;  but  the  more  immediate  cause  of  his  good 
fortune,  it  may  be  presumetl.  was  the  conspicuous  part  he  played  in  exploding  the  famous 
cordite  charge  which  Ijlew  up  Lord  Eosebery's  Administration.  In  this  matter  he  evinced  great 
tactical    skill,    and    this,    with  more    solid   Cjualities  shown    in    the    ordinary  work  of  the  House, 

commended  him  to  favourable  attention 
when  new  blood  was  being  introduced  into 
the  higher  Unionist  official  ranks.  The  way 
in  which  he  met  the  crisis  of  the  great 
South  African  war  indicated  that  the  con- 
fidence rejiosed  in  him  was  not  misjjlaced. 
Upon  certain  features  of  the  administration 
of  the  War  Office  in  this  period  of  stress 
and  storm  there  has  been  abundant  criticism, 
but  in  the  main  the  verdict  has  been  that 
the  young  Minister  has  come  out  success- 
fully from  the  trying  ordeal  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  face. 

His  colleague  and  friend,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
has,  in  the  agitated  field  of  Irish  politics, 
achieved  no  less  distinction.  As  Chief 
Secretary  he  has  had  to  deal  with  a  revival 
of  the  Irish  Land  War  under  embarrassing 
circumstances.  With  a  judgment  which  has 
never  failed,  and  a  corn-age  which  has  not 
faltered,  he  has  pursued  a  policy  at  once 
firm  and  conciliatory,  winning  the  admiration 
of  his  friends  and  earning  the  respect  of 
even  his  bitterest  opponents.  Time  has  yet 
to  write  the  full  record  of  his  measures ;  but 
it  may  be  safely  predicted  that,  in  the  long 
list   of  Irish  Chief  Secretai-ies,  his  name  will 

From  uj,l,olu  111,  Fllwll  .I- F,-'f,  Jiidu- litn,  I.  W.  i-         1       1   ■     1        r  i.  i.  •  J 

stand    high    lor    earnestness,    patience,    and 

ME.    GEORGE   WYSDHAM,    M.P.,  i,-  ij.ii_i.-jir  i. 

devotion   to   the    best  ideals  ot   government. 

One  of  the  most  promising  of  the  vounjrer  school  of  statesmen  who  has  .  i   ■    i       i  i  i     i  ^  i 

made  his  mark  in  "Irish  administration.  '  A     CirCUmstaUCe     whicll      haS      added      to      Mr. 


(  Jilltott  d:  Fry,  Baker  ilrttt,  W. 

ARCHIBALD   PHILIP   PRIMROSE,    FIFTH   EARL    OP    ROSEBERT.   E.G., 
ForeiKn  Secletavy  in  5Iv.  Gladstone's  1SS6  and  1892  Administrations  ;  Premier  in  1S04. 
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W'v  lid  ham's  jiopu- 
lai-ity  is  the  charm 
of  his  oratorv.  His 
speeches  have  an 
agreeable  literary 
flavour,  and  they  are 
delivered  with  the 
effectiveness  which 
comes  of  a  pleasing, 
well  - 1  n  (id  ulat  ed  voice 
and  a  striking  pre- 
sence. Vt'ith  longer 
experience  .Mr.  Wvnd- 
hani  may  ho[ie  to 
iKX'iipy  a  position  of 
liigh  anthority  and 
influence  in  the 
popnlar  chamber.  As 
it  is,  amongst  the 
\ciunger  school  of 
politicians  on  the 
U  n  ionist  benches 
there  is  not  one  who 
is  more  generally  liked 
or  more  highly 
admired. 

The  personnel  of 
the  House  generally 
presents  many  ])oints 
of  interest  —  pioints 
which  would  call  for 
notice  if  this  survey 
ofthe Victorian  Parlia- 
ments weri"  designed 
to  lie  exhaustive.  As 
the  intention,  how- 
ever, is  merely  to 
sketch  in  the  broadest 
outline  the  history  of 
this  exentful  period 
the   suliject    must    be 

left  where  it  is.  All  that  need  be  said  further  is  that  though  the  rav<iges  of  time  have 
bereft  the  House  of  the  political  giants  who  occujiied  the  Parliamentary  stage  in  the  middle 
part  of  the  late  (Jueen's  reign,  and  their  pjlaces  have  not  yet  been  completely  tilled,  the 
standard  of  talent  is  as  high  as  ever  it  was,  and  in  the  matter  of  intellect  the  pjresent 
Parliament  has  probably  an  advantage  over  its  predecessors. 


TIIK   CKAND   STAIRCASE,    HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Oue  of  the  finest  aicliitectural  fcitiires  of  the  interior  of  the  new  Paluc 


CIIArTEll   XXXYI. 

THE    PRECINCTS    OF    THE    PALACE— THE    PALACE    YARD,    ST.    MARGARET'S 
CHURCH,   AND   THE   CHAPTER  HOUSE. 

Aljiost  as  interesting  liistorically  as  the  Palace  of  Westminster  is  the  area  surrounding  it. 
Seeing  that  the  spot  has  for  centuries  been  the  centre  from  whicli  all  great  national  movements 
have  emanated,  it  could  hardly  have  been  otherwise.  The  Palace  and  the  Abbey,  each  in  its 
separate  sphere,  and  the  two  collect iveh',  have  drawn  as  a  magnet  all  the  forces  of  tlie 
country — intellectual,  social,  political,  and  religious — within  their  range  of  influence.  In  old 
times,  pilgrims,  not  all  in  the  odour  of  sanctity,  resorted  to  Westminster,  as  they  did  to 
Canterbury,  to  find  in  its  holv  shades  either  solace  for  the  spirit  or  immunity  from  the  law. 
Similarly,  courtiers  and  place-hunters,  poetasters  and  ijoliticians,  directed  their  faces  to  the 
grey  old  walls  of  the  Palace  in  pursuit  of  fame,  or  the  shadow  of  it.  So  it  came  about  that 
this  little  area  of  British  ground  in  process  of  time  accumulated  traditions  which  in  tlieii- 
breadth  of  interest  and  historic  continuity  vie  with  those  of  the  square  mile  eastwards  in  which 
the  greatness  of  our  commercial  empire  has  been  built  n\). 

It  is,  of  course,  in  the  Palace  "'Yards,"  Old  and  New,  that  the  chief  interest  is  focussed. 
What  these  were  like  outwardly  in  remote  time3  we  have  shown  in  a  previous  chapter, 
but  their  connection  with  the  events  transacted  within  the  walls  of  the  adjacent  building  is 
such  as  to  demand  more  detailed  treatment.  Both  have  a  history  of  an  absorbing  kitid — a 
history  which  fascinates  while  it  repeb,  and  which  in  its  sunniest  aspects  ajjpeals  more  to  our 
sense  of  the  picturesque  than  to  our  lighter  instincts.     Froissart  once  declared  that  we  English 


OI.l)    PALACi:    YAl;l)    IN    THE    EIGHTEENTH   CEXTUliY. 
Amonj;st  the  changes  in  Old  Palace  Yard  the  disappearance  of  the  houses  about  Henry  VII. 's  Chapel  will  be  noted. 
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take  our  pleasun's  sadly.  His  viow.s  were  jins-^ibly  to  some  extent  formerl  from  wliat  he  saw 
on  this  identical  s^Jot,  and  if  so,  it  is  not  ditticult  to  agree  with  him.  Amusement  was  fnuiid 
in  the  jousts  and  tourneys  in  which  the  brutal  elements  were  only  thinly  veneered  by  the 
light-o'-love  passions  stirred  in  the  hearts  of  fair  spectators,  who  found  in  these  contests  a 
relief  from  the  tedium  of  media?val  life.  Sometimes  it  happened  that  the  arena  was  turned  to 
quasi-judicial  uses — by  jiutting  to  the  trial  of  battle  the  question  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
some  knightly  subject  of  the  King.  Such  an  epi-sode,  of  which  Isew  Palace  Yard  was  the 
scene,  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Eichard  II.,  on  June  7th,  1380.  The  combatants  were  Sir 
John  Annesley,  Knight,  and  Thomas  Katrington  (or  Caterton),  and  issue  was  joined  on  a  cliarge  of 
treason  preferred   by  the    latter   against    the    former    in    connection    with    the    surremli'r    of  the 


J.  T.  Hualh  del.  IfiOS. 
On  the  left  of  the  pictiue 


BUILDINGS   ON   THE   EASTEKN   Sini:   nr    M.W    I'VI.Aii: 
I  the  water  gate  which  fonnerly  gave  access  to  New  Palace  Yard  fro 


The  third  door  to  the  right 


led  to  the  Star  Chamber,  which  i 


I  tiie  first  floor  of  the  building  above. 


Castle  of  St.  Sauveur  le  Viscount  in  Normandy.  Holiiished  siipjilies  a  picturesque  account  ot 
the  scene.  On  the  morning  fixed,  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  many  others  assembled  at  a  place  in 
front  of  the  Palace  where  the  lists  were  set  up.  The  knight,  "  armed  and  mounted  on  a  faire 
courser,  seemelie  trapped,"  came  forward,  and  a  little  later  the  defendant  was  summoned.  At 
the  third  call  he  appeared  on  the  scene  "riding  on  a  com-ser  trapped  with  traps  imbroidercd 
with  his  armes.  At  his  approching  to  the  lists  he  alighted  from  his  horsse,  lest,  according  to 
the  lawe  of  armes,  the  Constable  should  have  challenged  the  horsse,  if  he  had  entered  within  the 
lists ;  but  his  shifting  nothing  availed  him,  for  the  horsse,  after  his  maister  was  alighted  beside 
him,  ran  up  and  down  by  the  railes,  now  thrusting  his  head  over  and  now  both  head  and 
breast ;  so  that  the  Earle  of  Buckingham,  because  he  was  High  Constable  of  England,  claimed 
the  horsse  afterwards,  declaring  that  he  would  have  so  much  of  him  as  had  api)eared  over  the 
railes,  and  so  the  horse  was  adjudged  unto  him." 


The    Precincts    of    the    Palace 


537 


When  the  parties  had  all  entered  the  lists,  Katrington.  ••  wh<ise  conscience  was  thought 
not  to  be  eleare,"  took  exception  to  the  terms  arranged  for  the  contest.  This  so  enraged  the 
Duke  of  Lancaster,  who  was  managing  the  business,  that  he  threatened  that  if  Katrington  did 
not  accept  the  conditions  he  would  be  adjudged  guilty  of  treason  and  immediately  executed. 
Thus  coerced,  the  defendant  declared  his  readiness  and  even  eagerness  to  fight  with  the  knight. 
It  was  a  decision  which  only  did  him  bare  justice,  for  "  he  was  indeed  a  mightie  man  of 
stature,  whereas  the  knight  amongst  those  that  were  of  a  meane  stature  was  one  of  the 
least."  _  Both  now  declared  on  tlit-ir  oaths  the  truth  of  the  cause  for  which  they  fought,  and 
subsequently  devoutly  oftVretl  up  prayers.  These  preliminaries  o\-er,  the  tight  began.  It  was 
an  obstinately  contested  struggle,  first  with  spears,  then  with  swords,  and  lastly  with  daggers. 
After  a  time  the  knight  threw  his  adversary,  but,  missing  his  aim,  the  prostrate  esquire  seized 
his  chance  and  threw  himself  upon  his  assailant.  The  King,  seeing  the  jjosition  of  affairs,  gave 
orders  that  the  combatants  should  be  parted,  and  this  was  done.  But  iqion  the  urgent  petition 
of  the  knight  the  two  were  placed  upon  the  ground  in  the  same  position  in  which  they  had 
been  when  the  King  intervened.  It  soon  appeared  tliat  the  esquire  was  totally  unable  to  take 
advantage  of  his  position.  He  fainted  and  fell  from  his  seat,  and  it  was  thought  he  would 
have  died  on  the  spot.  However,  "  after  a  little  time  the  esquier  began  to  come  to  himselfe, 
and  lifting  up  his  eies,  began  to  hold  up  his  head  and  to  cast  ,a  ghostlie  look  on  everie  one 
about  him  ;  which,  when  it  was  reported  to  the  knight,  he  commeth  to  him  armed  as  he  was 
(for  he  had  put  off  no  piece  since  the  beginning  of  the  fight)  and  speaking  to  him,  called 
him  traitor,  and  false  perjured  man,  asking  of  him  if  he  durst  trie  the  battell  with  him  againe : 
but  the  esquier  having  neither  sense  nor  spirit  whereby  to  make  answer,  proclamation  was 
made  that  the  battell  was  ended  and  everie  one  might  go  to  his  lodging."  Adjudged  guilty 
in  the  eyes  of  all,  the  unfortunate  Katrington  became  delirious,  and  on  the  next  day  "he 
yielded  up  the  ghost,"  his  body  being  afterwards  hanged  at  Tyburn. 

In  both  New  and  Old  Palace  Yards  many  tragic  scenes  have  been  witnessed  in  the  course 
of  their  strange,  eventful  history.  Through  the  former  have  passed  in  sombre  procession  the 
long  series  of  State  criminals  or  victims  whose  doom  has  been  pronounced  in  Westminster 
Hall.  In  one  or  other  of  them  not  a  few  of  these  individuals  have  been  brought  to  the 
scaffold.  Here  also  have  been  witnessed  many  of  those  refinements  of  judicial  cruelty  which 
in    a    former    barbarous    age  ^  ,  ^ 

were  deemed  essential  to  the 
due  administration  of  justice. 
The  pillory  and  the  stocks 
were  supporters  of  the 
scaffold ;  the  whipping-post 
and  the  branding-iron  were 
the  accompaniments  of  the 
fire  which  consumed  the 
author's  libellous  books  and 
pamphlets  in  the  Palace  en- 
closures. 

Many  familiar  historical 
figures  flit  before  us  in  the 
phantasmagoria  which  the 
sinister  records  of  this  corner 
of  Old  Westminster  supply. 
Fastened  in  the  stocks  on  a 
scaffold  before  Westminster 
Hall  we  see,  on  a  November 
day  in  1497,  that  unfortunate 
impostor,    Perkin     Warbeck, 
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surrounded  by  a  hostile  crowd,  who,  as  he  reads  his  coiitession,  assail  him  with  "innumer- 
able reproaches,  mocks,  and  scornings."  Another  picture  is  that  of  William  I'rvnne  standing 
in  the  pillory  in  1634  and  having  his  famous  work,  the  "  Histrio  Mastrix,"  burned  before 
his  face.  We  also  catch  glimpses  of  Titus  Oates  and  Wilkes  similarly  exposed  to  obloijuy, 
and  of  Cruy  Fawkes  and  three  of  his  co-conspirators  suffering  the  terrible  penalty  of  their 
treason.  There  is  record,  too,  of  the  execution  in  1510,  during  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  of 
one  Newbolt,  a  Yeoman  of  the  King's  Guard,  who,  having  slain  in  the  Palace  of  Westminster 
a  servant  of  Lord  Willoughby,  was  ordered  to  instant  justice  by  the  King,  although  the  man 
was  a  great  favourite  of  his.  Yet  another  memorable  episode  of  which  history  tells  is  the 
beheading  in  1585  "  before  the  Palace  Gate,"  during  the  sitting  of  the  Parliament  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  of  Dr.  Parry,  a  Welshman,  who  had  incurred  the  hostility  of  the  Crown  by 
stigmatising  a  bill  against  Jesuits  "a  cruel,  bloody,  and  desperate  law." 

But  of  all  the  scenes  which  are  passed  under  review,  that  which  most  fascinates  is  the 
tragic  end  of  Kaleigh.  Brought  to  the  scaffold  in  Old  Palace  Yard  broken  in  health  with  long 
imprisonment,  but  with  spirit  undaunted,  we  see  the  great  man  on  that  Michaelmas  Day, 
1G18,  slowly  making  his  way  through  a  subdued  crowd.  An  old  and  devoted  friend  darts 
forward  to  offer  him  a  farewell  greeting,  and  is  repulsed  by  the  guards.  "  Prithee,  never  fear, 
Beeston  ;  /  shall  have  a  place,"  exclaims  the  prisoner.  "  Farewell,  my  lords,"  he  adds,  as  he 
acknowledges  the  sad  salutations  of  a  party  of  friends.  "  I  have  a  long  journey  to  go,  and 
I  must  e'en  say  '  Good-bye.'  "  Then,  having  mounted  the  scaffold,  he  said :  "  Now  I  am  going 
to  God "  ;  and  turning  to  the  executioner  and  gently  touching  the  axe,  he  observed  :  "  This 
is  a  sharp  medicine,  but  it  will  cure  all  diseases."  Trembling  with  agitation,  the  headsman 
shrank  from  the  block.  •'  What  dost  thou  fear  ?  Strike,  man ! "  exclaimed  the  intrepid 
Raleigh.  The  axe  fell,  and  the  great  crime  was  consummated.  Thereafter  "the  bleeding 
relics"  of  the  patriot  were  privately  interred  under  the  high  altar  of  St.  Margaret's  Church, 
with  the  exception  of  the  head,  which  was  taken  away  by  Lady  Kaleigh,  and  twenty  years 
afterwards  buried  by  Carew  Raleigh  at  West  Horsley  Church,  Surrey. 

While  the  memories  of  Old  and  New  Palace  Yards  are  of  a  tragic  cast,  they  are  not 
wanting  in  the  element  of  sensationalism.  From  the  earliest  times  popular  movements  have 
found  here  their  freest  vent.     What  Trafalgar  Square  is  to-day,  that  was  this  small   area  about 

the  Palace  of  Westminster  in  olden  times.  When 
in  1641  the  current  of  feeling  against  Strafford  was 
running  high,  the  precincts  of  the  House  of  Lords 
were  invaded  by  a  mob  of  some  six  thousand  armed 
citizens  clamouring  for  "justice  against  Lord  Strafiord." 
About  the  same  period  a  demonstration  was  made 
by  a  number  of  "gentlemen  and  tradesmen's  wives" 
from  the  City,  who  presented  a  petition  against 
Archbishoji  Laud,  "then  lying  in  the  Tower,  yet  not 
receiving  his  deserved  punishment."  Butler  ia 
Hudibras  alludes  to  the  incident  in  the  couplet — 

The  ojster  women  locked  tlieir  fish  up, 
And  triulg'd  away  to  cry   "  Xo  Eishop." 

The  female  zeaUits  crowded  aljout  the  door  of  the 
House,  and  Sergeant-major  Skii)pon,  the  commander 
of  the  guard,  applied  to  the  House  to  know  what 
to  do  with  tluMii,  tliey  telling  him  "that  where 
there  was  one  now  there  would  be  live  hundred  the 
WILLIAM  PRYNNE  ^'^^^^   ^ay,  aHil  tluit   it  was  as  good  for  them  to  die 

„.    „    .,  , ,  ,       ,     i    ,  ■   .,     .„      .  here    as    at    home."        The    House    instructed    the 

The  Puritan  pamithleter,  who  stood  in  the  piUory  in 

New  Palace  Yavd  in  1631.  Sergeant    to  "speak  tliem  fair  and  send  them  home 
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ai,min,"  their  petition 
being  i-eceived  and 
read.'  Two  years 
later  an  immense 
number  of  women, 
wearing  white  favours 
in  their  li  a t  s , 
swarmed  into  New 
Palace  Yard,  crying 
out :  "  Give  us  that 
dog  Pym  ! "  They 
were  allowed  to  de- 
monstrate for  a  time 
unmolested;  but 
when  they  accom- 
panied their  \erbal 
ap[ieals  with  brick- 
bats, the  train  liands 
who  were  defending 
the  approaches  were 
compelled  to  fire  in 
self-defence.  The 
political  dames  then 
dispersed. 

The  eighteenth 
century  witnessed 
several  tumultu.ous 
assemblies  in  and 
about  the  Palace 
Yards.  (_)ne  was  on 
Apn-il  Kith,  1733, 
when  an  immense 
crowd  of  cit  izens 
attended  at  ^^'est- 
minster  to  petition 
against  Sir  Kobert 
Walpole's  Excise  Bill, 

and  conducted  themselves  so  threateningly  that  a  serious  riot  was  feared.  A  further  and  more 
serious  invasion  took  place  in  June,  1780,  when  Lord  George  Gordon  with  a  howling  mob 
endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  Houses  of  Parliament  to  repeal  the  law  of  Catholic  Emancip)ation 
passed  in  1778.  It  is  difficult  in  these  days  to  picture  the  condition  of  downright  anarchy 
which  existed  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  Legislative  Chamber  owing  to  the  sujjineness  of 
the  authorities  on  this  memorable  occasion.  There  were  two  separate  visits  of  the  inob  to 
St.  Stephen's.  The  first  was  paid  on  June  2nd,  as  the  outcome  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Protestant  Association,  of  wliich  Lord  George  Gordon  was  President,_  deciding 
to  present  a  i>etition  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  Act.  ]\Iarchiug  in  four 
divisions,  the  demonstrators  proceeded  to  the  House  of  Commons,  swarming  into  the  lobbies  and 
blocking  all  the  approaches  to  the  Legislative  Chamber.  The  petition  was  duly  presented  to 
the  House  by  Lord  George  Gordon,  and  after  a  debate  it  was  decided  to  adjourn  considera- 
tion of  it  until  June  Gth.  Meanwdiile,  the  waiting  crowd  became  noisy  and  insulting. 
Members  of  both  Houses  who  fell  into  their  clutches,  to  escape  piersonal  injury  were  forced  to 
'  "  Parliamentary  History,"  vol.  ii.  p.  1073. 


avinri  after  the  paiiiUiig  (ft/  ZuccJuro. 

SIR  W.ALTER  KALEIGH, 
The  great  Elizabethan  hero,  who  was  executed  in  Ne 
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wear  liliu'  cockades — the  distinctive 
hmlije  (if  the  Protestant  Association — 
and  to  join  in  the  "No  Poj^ery " 
cry.  The     more      daring     spirits 

amongst  the  rioters  even  endeavoured 
to  force  the  doors  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament  whilst  the  members 
were  in  debate.  The  way  was 
blocked  by  several  resolute  legislators, 
who  were  prepared  to  resist  the 
invasion  of  the  mob  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. One  of  the  party— General 
Conway  —  reminded  Lord  George 
Gordon,  who  had  come  out  of  the 
Legislative  Chamber  to  harangue  his 
followers,  that  the  entrance  to  the 
House  was  narrow  and  that  he  wore 
a  soldier's  sword,  and  that  that  day 
all  members  were  in  arms.  Colonel 
Gordon,  another  of  the  party,  ad- 
dressing I^ord  George  Gordon  added, 
'•  AVill  you  bring  these  rascals  in  ? 
Harkee,  the  first  man  who  enters  I 
will  run,  not  him,  but  you,  through 
the  body:"  The  stout  attitude  as- 
sumed by  these  courageous  defenders 
of  the  House's  liberties  had  the 
eSect  of  staying  the  inrush  of  the 
invaders.  Eventually,  on  the  appear- 
ance of  tlie  military,  they  discreetly 
retired.  The  second  invasion  of  the  rabble  was  on  June  6tli.  On  that  day  an  enormous 
mob  gathered  in  and  about  the  legislative  precincts,  assuming  a  more  and  more  menacing 
attitude  as  the  sitting  progressed.  The  House  maintained  a  firm  and  dignified  front 
in  the  face  of  the  peril  which  threatened  it.  Eecognising  that  "  no  act  of  theirs 
could  be  legal  whilst  the  House  was  under  apjireh  ens  ions  from  the  daring  spirit  of  the 
people,"  they  resolved  "  that  to  obstruct  and  insult  the  members  whilst  coming  to  or  going 
from  the  House,  and  to  endeavour  by  force  to  compel  them  to  declare  themselves  in 
favour  of  or  against  any  proposition  then  dejiending,  was  a  gross  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House."  After  registering  this  protest  the  members  adjourned.  But  by  this  time 
the  rioters  had  got  beyond  the  influence  of  any  minatory  declarations  such  as  this.  For 
three  days  they  created  a  veritable  Reign  of  Terror  in  London,  burning  and  sacking,  and 
perpetrating  all  kinds  of  outrages.  It  was  not  until  the  entire  military  force  available  had 
been  called  out,  and  between  three  and  four  hundred  persons  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  that 
the  formidalile  rising  against  authority  was  suppressed.  The  fantastic  Lord  George  Gordon  was 
put  ujjon  his  trial  for  treason  as  the  author  of  the  riots,  but  he  was  acquitted  on  the  gi-ound 
that  his  conduct  did  not  justify  the  charge.  Less  fortunate  than  he,  some  fifty  of  the  leading 
rioters  sufifered  the  extreme  jienalty  of  the  law  for  their  connection  with  the  disturbances. 

The  period  of  the  Chartist  agitation  also  witnessed  some  stirring  scenes  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Palace ;  and  there  was  again  an  anxious  time  for  the  authorities  when,  on  the  intro- 
duction of  Mr.  Lowe's  ill-starred  Match  Tax,  several  thousand  matchmakers  from  the  East  End 
attempted  to  march  on  the  House  of  Commons.  In  the  most  recent  times  the  jjolice  have  so 
rigorously   enforced   the   regulations    which    jirohibit  the   approach   of  any   considerable  body  of 


WILLIAM    LAUD,   AKCHBISHOP,  OF'CANTEltBURY, 
iiinent  High  Church  divine  whose  policy  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
to  ■jreat  ]iopnIar  agit-itions. 
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demonstrators  to  the  vicinity  of  the  seat 
of  the  Legislatiu-e,  that  the  history  of 
this  branch  of  the  subject  may  be  re- 
garded as  closed. 

Apart  from  political  turmoil  associated 
with  the  work  of  Parliament,  the  Palace 
Yards  were  at  frequent  intervals  for  a 
long  course  of  3'ears  the  cockpit  of  the 
rival  factions  concerned  in  the  West- 
minster elections.  The  hustings  were 
actually  erected  for  a  long  period  in  New 
Palace  Yard,  and  if  a  poll  were  denianded 
it  was  held  in  Westminster  Hall,  where 
for  weeks  at  a  stretch,  under  frequently 
the  most  tumultuous  conditions,  the  "free 
and  enlightened"  electors  of  Westminster 
registered  their  votes.  With  the  lapse 
of  time,  so  embarrassing  did  the  West- 
minster electioneering  become  to  legisla- 
tors that  tlie  hustings  were  transferred 
to  Covent  Garden.  But  the  precincts  of 
the  Palace  of  Westminster  continued 
long  afterwards  to  share  in  the  boisterous 
excitement  which  accompanied  the  elec- 
tions. The  most  remarkable  contest  was 
probably  that  of  1784,  when  Fox  contested 
the  constituency  against  Sir  Cecil  Wray 
and  Admiral  Lord  Hood,  the  Court 
nominees.  The  polling  lasted  for  forty 
days,  and  was  marked  by  political  excesses 
which  were  notable  even  in  those  days  of 
riotous  elections.  It  was  at  this  famous 
election  that  the  beautiful  Duchess  of 
Devonshire  wooed  and  won  votes  for  the 

,  .  ,  ,.,.,.  eighteenth  centuiy. 

popular  nominee  by  exchanging  kisses  tor 

promises  of  support.     A  squib  issued  at  the  time  sets  forth  in  amusing  fashion  the  dangers  of 

this  fascinating  form  of  can\assing  : — 

WESTMINSTER. 

To  be  hired  for  the  day, 

Several  pairs  of  ruby  pouting  lips,  of  the  First  Quality, 

To  be  kissed  by  rum  Dukes,  queer  Dukes,  Butchers, 

Draymen,  Dustmen,  and  Chimney-sweepers. 

Please  to  inquire  at  Devon  Si.  Co.'s  Crimson  Touting  Warehouse,  Piccadilly. 

Then  follow  several  stanzas  setting  forth  in  halting  rhyme  the  varied  attractions  of  the  election. 
The  Duchess  of  Devonshire  is  thus  referred  to: — - 

Arrayed  in  matchless  beauty,  Devon's  fair 
In  Fox's  favour  takes  a  zealous  part, 
But,  oh  !  where'er  the  pilferer  comes — beware  1 
She  supplicates  a  vote  and  steals  a  heart ! 

Hail,  Duchess!  first  of  womankind. 
Far,  far  you  leave  your  sex  behind, 

With  you  none  can  compare 
For  who  but  you  from  street  to  street 
Would  run  about  a  vote  to  get  ? 

Thrice,  thrice  bewitching  fair  I 


THE   FAMOUS   GEOEGIANA,   DUCHESS  OF   DEVONSHIRE, 
Who   phiyed   a    great    part   in    the    politiciil   life    of    tlie    latter  half   of    the 
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The  rotuni  of  Fox  with  a  majority  of  'A'iio  votes  over  Wriiy.  the  High  Hailitf's  refusal  to 
return  Fox,  the  subsequent  protracted  scrutiny,  and  F'ox's  final  triumph  are  matters  of  political 
history  which  need  not  be  dilated  upon  here.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  incidents 
were  typical  of  the  intense  partisanship  which  raged  at  election  times  in  this  historic 
constituency  until  the  reform  of  Parliament  and  the  rise  of  important  political  centres 
elsewhere  deprived  Westminster  of  its  commanding  position. 

Associated  with  the  history  of  the  Palace  Yards  are  the  memories,  political,  social,  and 
literary,  of  the  many  cofifee-taverns  and  inns  which  once  existed  there.  They  were  the  resort 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  day,  who  used  them  much  as  their  modern  prototypes  do  the 
jialatial  clubs  in  Pall  IMall  and  St.  James's  Street.  One  of  the  most  famous — perhaps  the  most 
famous — was  the  Ttirk's  Head,  or  Miles's  CofFee-House,  in  which  was  held  the  meetings  of 
the  celebrated  Eota  Club,  founded  in  1659  by  James  Harrington,  the  author  of  "Oceana."' 
The  singular  name  of  the  club  was  derived  from  a  plan,  which  it  was  established  to  promote, 
for  changing  a  certain  number  of  members  of  Parliament  annually  by  rotation.  Pepys  was 
one  of  its  earliest  members,  as  appears  from  the  following  entry  in  his  diary  under  date 
January  9th,  1659-60:  "Thence  I  went  with  INIuddiman  to  the  Coffee  House  and  gave  18*/.  to  be 
entered  of  the  Club."  Sir  William  Petty  was  another  of  its  distinguished  members.  Aubrey,  in 
his  Bodleian  Letters,  supplies  us  with  an  interesting  glimpse  of  the  club  in  action.  "In  1659, 
the  beginning  of  ]\Iichaelmas  Term,"  says  the  author,  "  Henry  Nevill  and  Harrington  had  every 
night  a  meeting  at  the  (then)  Turk's    Head,  in    the  New  Palace  Yard,  where   they  take  water, 

tlie  next  house  to 
the  Staires.  at  one 
Miles's,  where  was 
made  purposely  a 
large  ovall  table, 
with  a  passage  in 
the  middle  for  Miles 
to  deliver  his  coffee. 
About  it  sate  his 
disciples  antl  the 
virtuosi.  We  many 
times  adjourned  to 
the  Rhenish  N\"ine 
House.  One  time 
Mr.  Stafford  and  his 
gang  came  in  drunk 
tnini  the  tavern  and 
att'ronted  the  junto; 
tlie  soldiers  offered 
to  kick  them  down 
stay  res,  luit  3Ir. 
Harrington's  modera- 
tion and  jiei'suasion 
hindered  it." 

I'epys  was  a 
constant  visitor  to 
the  taverns  and 
coffee-houses     about 

-I     ,-_ -  the  Palace  of  West- 

:  bi/ T.  jiM,iur-i,hcj>hcrd  uiiiis.  lUHister.       He      was 

THE   BLUE   boar's   HEAD   INX,   KING   STREET,  WESTMINSTER.  sittin'r       at        OUe       of 

house  in  the  yard  of  this  inn  thnt  Cromwell  lived  during  the  jjeriod  that  he  was  a  member  of  these    e-^tablishlnelltS 


Ill]     v^eIE^T  precincts  of  the  palace  or  wkst.minstee. 


■  of  the  southern  extremity  of  Thii 


;  Lane  (of  late  years  called  Buw  Street),  through  which  the  felo 
stood  at  the  eastern  end  of  Tothill  Street. 


eyed  to  the  gate-house  uhich 
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^^■ith  Loc'ke  and 
I'lircell,  licariiiif  a 
variety  of  Italian 
and  Spanish  songs 
one  I'vtMiiniT  just 
before  the  Ivest ora- 
tion, and  lie  dcsiTilics 
the  scene  in  his 
•'Diary."       "ilcrc 

out   ol'    1  he   \\  illljciWS," 

says  hr.  "it  was  a 
most  pleasant  sight 
to  see  the  City,  from 
one  end  to  the  otln'r. 
with  a  glory  about  it, 
so  high  was  the  light 
of  the  bonfires,  anfl 
thick  round  the  ( 'ity, 
and  the  liclls  rang 
everywhere." 

The  Ivhenish 
\\'me  House,  pre- 
viously referred  to, 
was  another  fainoiis 
}jlace  of  resort  to 
which  Pepys  was  \-ery 
partial.  It  stood  to 
the  north  of  New 
Palace  Yard,  near  a 
door  wliich  ga\e  ac- 
cess to  the  I'rivy 
MNc   siREET  GATE,  wtsTMi>si I. R.  Gardens,     through 

Once  the  n     nil]   "'^'^^  '    tl  e  ]  recincts  of  the  Palace  of  "N^estminster.     It  w;i.s  deinf>liMhett  in  1723.  wllicll       lecrislators 

were  accustomed  to  pass  either  in  going  to  or  returning  from  Whitehall.  The  best  known 
taverns  and  coffee-houses  were,  however,  in  King  Street,  which  for  centuries  was  the  main 
apjaroach  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  Here  was  the  Boar's  Head,  in  the  yard  attached  to 
which  was  the  house  occujiied  by  Oliver  Cromwell  during  the  period  that  he  was  a  member  of 
Parliament.  The  Protector's  house  was  pulled  down  many  years  ago,  and  quite  recently  the 
last  vestiges  of  the  inn  premises  were  swept  away  to  make  room  for  tlie  great  blocks  of 
Government  offices  that  are  rising  on  the  site  of  what  was  once  King  Street.  Another  tavern 
which  achieved  fame  at  a  later  period  was  the  Bell,  at  which  that  well-known  association 
of  High  Church  Tory  squires — the  October  Club — held  its  meetings,  and  quaffed  their  good 
October  ale  while  they  discussed  the  political  questions  of  the  day.  The  club,  which  included 
amongst  its  members  many  of  the  best  known  men  of  the  day,  created  a  great  stir  in  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Its  fame  even  penetrated  to  the  Continent,  where  books 
for  and  against  its  principles  were  printed.  Its  success  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  several 
similar  institutions,  the  best  known  of  which  was  the  March  Club.  Eventually  tliese  resorts 
faded  out  of  existence  with  the  rise  of  other  and  more  imposing  centres  of  political  enlighten- 
ment and  social  intercourse  farther  west. 

By  far  the  most  interesting  of  the  institutions  of  New  Palace  Yard  was  the  Star  Chamber,  the 
dread  tribunal  which  occujiies  so  important  a  place  in  constitutional  history.  Many  theories 
have  been  advanced  to  account  for  the  23eculiar  name  given  to  the  Chamber.     It  is  surmised  by 
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some  writers  that  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  Saxon  word 
steoran,  to  govern.  Black- 
stone  suggests  that  the  title 
came  from  '•  the  Starr "  or 
"Shetar,"  the  contracts  of 
the  Jews  with  the  King 
which  were  kept  in  the 
Exchequer.  The  more  pro- 
bable explanation,  however, 
appears  to  be  that  the  Court 
anciently  sat  in  a  room  of 
the  Palace  the  ceiling  of 
which  was  adorned  with  stars. 
The  Court,  it  is  surmised  by 
some  writers,  was  a  very 
<incieiit  one,  dating  back 
to  early  Norman  times ; 
but  in  the  form  in  which  it 
is  best  known  in  history 
it  was  established  by  Henry 
the     KiiiL!'    ■■111(1 
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TABLET    AFFIXED     TO     MARK    THE    POSITION    OF 
THE   OLD   STAR  CLUB   CHAMBER. 


the  year  1487.  Created  to  facilitate  the  d(\'iigiis  of 
more  effectually  punish  his  enemies,  its  fanctions  were  to  hold  trials 
without  a  jury,  or  the  right  of  ajipcal.  nr  hearing 
accused,  or  having  before  it  any  written  charge.  A 
( '(imniittee  of  the  Privy  Council  and  the  two  Chief 
.lust ices,  with  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  acting  as 
president,  formed  the  Court.  The  sentences  iinjjosed 
took  a  variety  of  forms;  but  fines,  imprisonment, 
and  branding  were  the  punishments  it  most  frequently 
inflicted.  In  accordance  with  the  sjjirit  of  the  age, 
it  occasionally  gave  to  its  decrees  a  whimsical  cast, 
as,  for  examjjle,  on  one  occasion  when  a  poor  fanatic 
named  Traske  was  brought  before  it  for  preaching 
the  sinfulness  of  eating  swine's  flesh,  it  condemned 
the  accused  to  imprisonment,  and  ordered  that  j)ork 
should  be  his  sole  fare.  In  Wolsey's  day  the  tribunal 
wa-:  iieely  employed  in  aiding  by  its  coerci\'e  influence 
the  strong  policy  which  he  directed.  But  it  was  in 
the  period  i^receding  the  Great  Kebellion  that  the 
('hamber  attained  to  its  highest  j'itch  of  activity 
.iiid  fame.  Its  mysterious  jrowers  and  subversive 
influences  employed  by  Charles  I.  in  support  of  what 
he  deemed  to  be  his  rights  did  much  to  kindle  the 
tlame  of  liberty  which  was  eventually  to  involve 
himself  and  his  dynasty  in  ruin.  The  last  and 
]iia'haps  most  picturesrpie  incident  associated  with 
I  he  Court  was  the  sentencing  of  John  Lilburne  iu 
ICioG  ibr  publishing  seditious  libels.  This  worthy 
w  as  fined  £'5,000,  was  ordered  to  stand  in  the  pillory, 
,ind  to  be  w'hipped  fi'om  the  Fleet  Prison  to  the 
gate  of  Westminster  Hall.  In  accordance  with  the 
decree   he  stood  in  the    pillory  just  outside  the  Star 
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Chamber.  He  went,  lie  tells  us  in  the  narrative  he  subsequently  published,  '•  with  a  joyful 
courage,"  and  when  he  was  upon  the  place  of  punishment  he  "  made  obeisance  to  the  lords " 
who  had  acted  as  his  judges,  and  who  apparently  were  inspecting  him  from  the  Star  Chamber. 

When  the  Star  Chamber  was  abolished,  the  historic  apartment  in  which  its  sittings  were 
held  was  diverted  to  ordinary  ofBcial  uses,  and  remained  in  much  its  original  state  until  the 
clearances  necessitated  in  New  Palace  Yard  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
were  undertaken  in  1836.  It  was  then  demolished,  and  ujjon  the  site  arose  the  imposing 
outlines  of  Barry's  great  Gothic  building.  So  completely  were  all  vestiges  of  the  Chamber 
obliterated,  that  its  precise  situation  was  for  a  long  time  a  matter  of  uncertainty.  Eventually, 
however,  Sir  Reginald  Palgrave  set  all  doubts  at  rest  in  a  paper  he  prepared  on  the  subject,' 
and  now  a  tablet  placed  on  a  wall  pier  in  the  centre  of  the  arcade  which  leads  from  the 
District  Railway  subway  to  the  Privy  Councillors'  entrance  to  the  House  of  Commons  tells  the 
visitor  all  that  there  is  to  be  known.     This  is  the  inscription : — 

"This  tablet  marks  the  position  of  the  outer  doorway  leading  up  to  the  room  built  during 
the  year  1602,  wherein  the  Court  of  Law  constituted  by  Statute  .3  Henry  VH.,  c.  1,  known 
as  the  Star  Chamber  Com-t,  held  session  during  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and  Charles  I.  until 
the  1st  day  of  August,   1641,  when  the  Court  was  closed  by  Statute  16  Car.  I.,  c.   10. 

■•  The  i^osition  of  this  tablet  was  ascertained  by  measurements  based  upon  ancient  plans  of 
the  Palace  of  Westminster.  The  frontage  of  the  Star  Chamber  extended  about  thirty  feet 
northward  and  southward  from  this  sjiot.  The  Star  Chamber  was  upon  the  first  floor,  and  was 
lighted  by  windows  looking  towards  New  Palace  Yard." 

In  reviewing  the  past  history  of  the  Palace  Yards,  the  not  indirect  connection  of  the 
quarter  with  the  Volunteer  movement  must  not  be  overlooked.  In  the  closing  days  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  fear 
of  a  Napoleonic  invasion  sent  a  great 
wave  of  patriotism  throughout  the 
country,  Westminster  played  a  part — 
and  a  not  inconsjjicuous  part — in  the 
call  of  the  citizens  to  arms.  A  fine 
corps  was  formed  within  the  city, 
and  in  its  ranks  were  found  many 
of  the  leading  inhabitants.  The  New 
Palace  Yard  was  a  fiivourite  place 
of  assembly  of  the  citizen  soldiers. 
There,  under  the  eyes  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, they  went  through  their  drill, 
establishing  a  connection  between  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  and  the  Volun- 
teer movement  which  exists  to  this 
day  in  the  unique  privilege  accorded 
to  the  Queen's  Westminster  A'olunteers 
— the  lineal  descendants  of  the  old 
corjis — of  chilling  in  Westminster  Hall, 
It  may  be  assumed  that  the  intimate 
ties  which  were  formed  between  Parlia- 
ment and  the  old  Westminster  corps 
gave  an  added  strength  to  the  cordiality 
with  which,  when  the  storm  had  blown 
over,  the  House  of  Commons,  in  a 
resolution  dated  August  10th,  1803. 
tendered    its    thanks    to    the    yeomanrv 


JOHN  pyji, 

Statesman  of  the  Stuart  and  Commonwealth  period.    He  was  concerned  in  the  arn^st 
of  Waller  and  his  fellow-consijii-ator^  for  their  plot  against  the  Parliament  in  1642. 


LeisMTf  Ilonr,  November,  1898. 
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IvDMUNO    WALI.EU, 

The  poet,  noted  in  political  history  as  tlie  autlior  of  a  jilot 
against  tlie  Parliament  in  1042. 


iuul  volunteer  corps  of  (lie  riiitcd  Kingdom  "for 
the  proiuiititude  with  wliicli,  at  a  ci-isis  the  most 
momentous  to  their  country."  tliey  associated  for 
its  defence.  This  resolution,  cnililazcnicd  with  all  the 
ingenuity  of  the  illuminator's  art,  was  circulated 
tliroughout  tlic  rouutry;  and  now  reproduced  in 
these  pages  ai'ter  the  lapse  of  nearly  a  century, 
may  serve  as  a  reminder  that  ardour  in  the 
country's  defence  is  not  a  latter-day  attribute  of 
patriotism. 

Closely  identified  with  the  life  of  Parliament, 
and  sliaring  to  some  extent  in  its  glorious  history, 
is  the  Church  of  St  Margaret,  Westminster.  AValcott, 
the  historian  of  the  church,  claims  for  it,  with 
justice,- that  "with  the  exception  of  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  there  is  no 
other  ecclesiastical  edifice  throughout  Loudon  and 
Westminster  which  can  boast  a  greater  antiquity 
or  more  interesting  foundation."  The  original  build- 
ing was,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  erected  by 
Edward  the  Confessor.  It  is  certain  that  there  was 
a  parish  church  on  the  site  in  the  earliest  Norman 
times.  The  present  structure,  however,  dates  no 
further  back  than  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and  tlie 
greater    part    of    it  is    of   a  much    later    ]ieiiod.     Its 


connection  with  the  House  of  Commons,  it  is 
surmised  by  Walcott,  commenced  when  St. 
Stephen's  Chapel  was  diverted  from  its  sacred 
purposes  in  the  reign  of  Edward  ^'I.  Certain 
it  is  that  soon  after  that  period  arose  tlie 
custom  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
attending  Divine  service  and  partaking  of 
the  Communion  in  the  church,  as  the  Peers 
did  in  the  Abbey.  The  following  entry  in 
the  churchwardens'  accounts  in  the  year 
1627  shows  that  the  religious  observances 
of  legislators  yveve  conducted  in  no  perfunctory 
manner :  "  Item,  paid  for  bread  and  wine 
when  the  Eight  Honourable  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament  (being  468  peisons) 
received  the  Communion  in  the  parish  chuich, 
1 626,  x.l.  xvi.js."  "  Item,  given  to  Air.  A  incent 
Peris,  curate  by  their  appointment,  foi  his 
pains  in  the  administration  of  the  Saciameiit 
unto  them,  v.l." '  As  the  total  numbei  of 
members  at  the  time  was  but  468,  it  would 
appear  that  every  single  member  attended 
the  service. 

In  the  troublous  Stuart  period,  as  noted 
in  an  earlier  chapter,  the  church  was  frequently 
the  scene  of  services  at   which  the  House  of 
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Coinmous  in  its  corporate  capacity  assisted.  On  one  fast  day — November  I7th,  1G40 — the  records 
tell  us  tliat  ■•  Dr.  Burgess  and  3Ir.  Marshall  preached  before  tlie  House,  at  least  seven  hours 
between  them,  upon  Jer.  1.  5,  and  2  Chron.  ii.  2."  It  was  in  the  "chiiix-h  during  a  solemn 
fast  that  on  May  31st,  1642,  Pym  received  the  first  news  of  the  plot  of  Ednnnul  V.'aller,  the 
jioet,  against  Parliament,  and  it  was  from  its  jirecincts  that  the  preliminary  orders  were  given 
for  the  arrest  of  the  conspirators.  Later  in  the  same  year,  on  September  25th,  1642,  the 
sacred  building  was  still  more  closely  identified  with  the  cause  of  the  Parliamentarians  by 
the  taking  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  within  its  walls,  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
the  Assembly  of  Divines,  and  the  Scottish  Commissioners.  Yet  another  memorable  Parliamentary 
service  was  that  held  on  December  20th,  1648,  when  Hugh  Peters,  the  fanatical  Puritan 
divine,  delivered  his  famous  address  from  the  pul[)it  in  which  he  denounced  Charles  as  "the 
Great  Barabhas,  mm-derer,  tyrant,  and  traitor,"  and  incited  his  hearers  to  bring  the  King 
"  to  condign,  siieedy,  and  capital  punishment."  When  the  Kestoration  came,  the  j'ractice 
continued  of  delivering  political  sermons  to  a  congregation  of  legislators.  An  anecdote  related 
by  Dr.  Johnson  throws  an  amusing  light  on  these  otBcial  services.  "  Burnet  and  Spratt,'" 
he  savs,  "  were  old  rivals.  On  some  public  occasion  they  both  preached  before  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  j)revailed  in  those  days  an  indecent  custom.  When  the  preacher  touched 
any  favourite  topic  in  a  manner  that  delighted  his  audiences,  their  approbation  was  exjiressed 
by  a  loud  hum,  continued  in  projiortion  to  their  zeal  or  pleasure.  When  Burnet  preached, 
part  of  his  congregation  hummed  so  loudly  and  so  long  that  he  sat  down  to  enjoy  it,  and 
rubbed  his  fjice  with  his  handkerchief.  When  Spratt  preached,  he  likewise  was  honoured  with 
a  like  animating  hum ;  but  he  stretched  out  his  hand  to  the  congregation  and  cried,  '  Peace, 
peace,  1  pray  you  peace.' "  "  Burnet's  sermon,"  we  are  told  by  another  writer,  "  was  remark- 
able for  sedition,  and  Spratt's  for  loyalty.  Burnet  had  the  thanks  of  the  House.  Spratt  had 
no  thanks,  but  a  good  living  from  the  King,  which,  he  said,  was  of  as  much  value  as  the 
thanks  of  the  Commons." 

From  time  to  time  the  connection  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  formally  recognised 
by  the  making  of  grants  from  the  public  purse  for  repairs  or  structural  changes.  The  earliest 
recorded  vote  was  of  £200  in  1650.  An  important  contribution  was  made  in  1734  towards 
the  extensive  repairs  which  were  carried  out  in  the  church  at  that  period  at  a  cost  of  £5.000. 

The  grant  was  justified  on  the  ground  that  St. 
^Margaret's  was  '■  as  it  were  a  national  church 
for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Commons."  This 
was  no  doubt  in  a  sense  true,  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  money  would  not  have  been  so  readily 
obtained  but  for  the  powerful  influences  which 
it  was  possible  at  the  time  to  invoke.  Amongst 
the  members  of  the  vestry  of  the  day  were  the 
Dukes  of  Montagu,  Dorset,  and  Richmond ;  the 
Earls  of  Pembroke,  Berkshire,  Abingdon,  and 
Halifax ;  Lord  Falmouth,  Count  Bothmar.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  Horatio  Wal2)ole.  The 
Speaker,  Sir  Ai-thur  Onslow,  was  also  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  church,  though  not  a  member  of 
the  vestry.  In  1758  the  attachment  of  members 
to  their  parish  church  was  further  and  more 
conspicuously  demonstrated  by  the  voting  of  a 
sum  of  £5,000  for  the  purpose  of  re-pewing 
and  decorating  the  building.  It  was  in  this  year 
that  the  singularly  beautiful  east  window  was 
oiLBEKT  iJUHNET,  lusHop  OF  SALISBURY,  placed    iu    positiou.      To    this    attractive    feature 

Once  .1  favourite  proachor  in  St.  Mai-garefs  Church,  Westminster.  of      the       church       a       romantic       lustory       attaches. 


Fri.M  ,1  pholo  hi/  n:  S.  Ca.npUll.     Cojm-Kjhl,  HiUchinsoH  i  Co. 
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sr.    JlAKUAllIST'S  CllUKCH   A^D   TUK   NOUTU   TllANSErX    OF   WICSTMINSTEI".   AlJl;i:V. 
'i  ho  view  is  interesting  as  sliovving  St.'Margaiet's  Cliurchyard  in  its  nnencltised  state. 

Executed  at  Gouda,  in  Holland,  it  was  (says  Walcott)  "originally  intended  as  a  present  from 
the'  magistrates  of  Dort  to  Henry  YII.;  or,  as  some  say,  was  ordered  by  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  on  the  occasion  of  Prince  Arthur  being  affianced  in  1499  to  Princess  Catharine  of 
Arragon — their  jwrtraits  being  procured  for  the  purpose.  The  window  was  probably  finished 
after  his  brother's  death,  to  be  sent  as  a  gift  to  King  Henry  VIH.  However  this  may  be.  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Abbot  of  Waltham,  who  kept  it  in  his  church  until  the  dissolu- 
tion, A.I).  1.540.  liiihrrt  Fuller,  the  last  abbot  to  preserve  it,  sent  it  to  his  private  chapel  at 
New  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Borehara,  Essex,  which  was  at  one  time  the  seat  of  the  Butlers, 
Earls  of  Ormoiul.  and  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Thomas,  fixther  of  Ann  Bullen,  Queen 
of  Henry  YIU.  In  ^}\.n-^-n  Elizabeth's  time  Thomas  Eatcliffe,  Earl  of  Sussex,  resided  there, 
and  George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  purchased  it  from  his  family.  General  Monk,  to 
whom  that  nobleman's  son  sold  it,  caused  the  window  to  be  buried  underground,  well  knowing 
that  if  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Puritans,  they  would  not  fail  to  destroy  so  fine  an  effort 
of  genius  and  talent,  as  it  is  said  they  destroyed  during  those  disgraceful  times  no  less  than 
eight  hundred  similar  productions  of  art.  After  the  Restoration  General  Monk  replaced  it  in 
his  chapel  at  New  Hall.  After  the  death  of  the  General,  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
son  Christopher,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  dying  without  children,  this  beautiful  seat  became  the 
property  of  his  Duchess,  and  gradually  fell  into  a  state  of  ruin  and  decay.  Its  next  owner 
was  John  Olmius,  Esquire,  who  demolished  the  fine  chapel,  but  preserved  the  window  in  hojies 
of  selling  it  to  some  church.  The  window  lay  for  some  time  cased  up  in  chests,  until 
purchased  by  Jlr.  Conyers,  of  Copt  Hall,  in  Essex,  near  Epping,  for  fifty  guineas,  to  be  placed 
in  his  chapel,  and  paid  Mv.  Price  a  large  sum  for  repairing  it.  ^Ir.  John  Conyers,  the  son  of 
the  late  owner    of   the    window,  sold    it    to    the    connnittee    for    repairing    and    beautifying    St. 
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Margaret 's  riiureh  for  four  hundred  guineas  in  1758,  the  churchwardens  having  successfully 
treated  with  him.  " 

It  was  an  excellent  stroke  of  business,  but  bigotry  sa\y  in  the  action  an  attempt  to  revive 
Popish  2)ractices.  A  suit  was  lirought  against  the  churchwardens  under  the  cover  of  an  old 
statute  of  Edward  VI. — '-an  Act  for  abolishing  and  putting  away  divers  books  and  images" — 
and  it  was  sought  to  secure  the  remo\-al  of  tlie  window  on  the  ground  that  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Crucifixion,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  design,  was  "a  superstitious  image  or 
jjictnre."  After  lasting  for  seven  weary  years,  the  suit  was  decided  in  fa\()ur  of  the  church- 
wardens, each  party  being  ordered  to  pay  its  own  costs.  Now  the  only  wonder  is  that  even 
Puritanical  fanaticism  could  find  in  this  exquisite  work  of  art  a  cause  of  offence. 

On  several  occasions  since  1758  Parliament  has  voted  money  for  the  repair  of  St. 
Margaret's.  For  instance,  in  1799  the  large  grant  of  £6,721  was  made,  and  three  years  later 
a  further  sum  of  £4,500  was  contributed,  the  supervision  of  expenditure  being  entrusted  under 
the  authority  of  the  Statute  48  George  III.  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Improvement  of 
Westminster.  Again,  in  1813  there  was  a  considerable  grant  of  £3,059  for  the  repair  of  the 
•church,  and  further  advances  were  made  in  the  years   1824  and  1845. 

While  officially  so  much  has  been  done  to  mark  the  close  association  of  the  church  with 
Parliament,  private  effort  has  lavishly  contributed  towards  the  perpetuation  of  the  connection. 
In  and  about  the  sacred  building  are  to  be  found  numerous  beautiful  monuments  to  departed 
Parliamentary  worthies.  The  porch  at  the  south-east  end  of  the  church  was  erected  by  Caroline, 
Viscountess  Sherbrooke,  in  memory  of  her  distinguished  husband.  Viscount  Sherbrooke,  better 
known  as  Kobert  Lowe.     Tlie    inscription    in    Latin    states    that    "he    faithfully  discharged    the 
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Jiigliest  offices  of  State  and  ahvaN's  put  couiitn-  liefDre  jinitv."  ( )iii'  of  the  stained-glass 
windows  ooirnneniorates  ^Villiam  Page,  Earon  Hatlierley,  tlir  l.urd  (liaDcellor.  "He  was  a 
good  man  "  is  (lie  simple  epitaph  which  is  inscribed  beneath  tiie  window.  A  painted  window 
is  also  in  the  churcli  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Farnboi-ougli,  licfter  known  as  Sir  Thomas 
Erskine  -May,  fi)r  more  than  half  a  century  in  the  ser\  ice  of  tlic  liousi-  of  Commons,  holding 
various  important  offices,  and  for  fifteen  years  the  t'h'rk  of  tin'  lion.-c.  Sir  Thomas  Erskine 
May  was  the  author  of  several  historical  and  constitutional  works,  among  them  tlie  ''Constitu- 
tional History  of  England,  1760 — 1860,"  continuing  Hallam.  But  the  work  he  will  always  be 
identified  with  is  tlu*  "Treatise  on  the  Laws.  Privileges.  Proceedings,  and  Usages  of  Parlia- 
ment.' First  pulilislied  iu  1844.  it  has  from  time  to  tiuie  been  revised  and  published  in 
Various  editions,  and  at  the  jiresent  time  is  the  recognised  authority  describing  the  various 
functions  and  proceedings  of  Parliament  iu  a  form  aila[ited.  as  w(41  to  purjioses  of  reference. 
as  to  a  methodical  treatment  of  the   subject. 

Beneath  the  window  at  the  west  end  of  the  south  aisle  is  the  inscription  to  the  memorv 
of  the  unfortunate  brother  of  the  present  Duke  of  Devonshire:  "Dedicated  by  his  fellow 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  beloved  memory  of  Frederic  Charles  Cavendish,  son 
of  the  seventh  f^uke  of  Devonshire,  memlier  for  the  \orthern  Division  of  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire for  seventeen  years,  and  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  Born  on  the 
Feast  of  St.  Andrew.  1836,  and,  like 
him,  permitted  in  singleness  and 
humility  of  heart  to  follow  his  Lord, 
and  with  his  blood  to  seal  a  life  de- 
\oted  to  duty.  On  the  day  of  his 
arrival  in  Dulilin,  in  company  with, 
and  in  attempted  defence  of,  his 
colleague,  I\Ir.  T.  N.  Burke,  he  was 
murdered  in  the  Phcenix  Park, 
May  6th,  1882." 

Yet  another  Parliamentary 
memorial  which  calls  for  notice  is  a 
brass  tablet  placed  beneath  the 
stained-glass  window  erected  to  com- 
memorate the  Jubilee  of  Queen 
Victoria  in  1887.  The  tablet  is  in 
memory  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Shaw  Lefevre.  who.  after  serving  the 
office  of  S[ieaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  in  1857  raised  to  the 
House  of  Lords  with  the  title  of 
\'iscouut  Eversley.  He  died  De- 
cember 28th,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-five. 

Though  none  of  the  eminent 
individuals  whose  virtues  and  public 
services  aie  thus  perpetuated  are 
buried  within  the  precincts  of  the 
church,  there  is  yet  in  and  about  it 
some  illustrious  dust.  In  the  church- 
vard  were  inten-ed  in  1491  the  re- 
mains of  William  Caxton,  the  Father 
of    Printing.       A    little    more    than 
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sixty  yc:us  later— in  1552 — w;is 
placed  in  the  same  sacred  ground 
the  body  of  L'ieliiird  Cecil — or.  as 
the   name    is    i^nvcn    in    the    ancient 


records  of  the 
Cycell-tlie  fatlici 
and  the  ancestor 
8ali>bury.  Witlii 
neath    tlie    hii/h 


church.  Kichard 
of  Lord  Burirhley 
of  the  ]\larquis  of 
I  the  cliancel  lie- 
iltar.  as  previously 
noted,  was  privately  buried  on  the 
day  of  his  execution  the  lieadless 
body  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Near 
his  grave  is  that  of  John  Harrington, 
the  author  of  '•  Oceana,"  and  the 
founder  of  the  Eota  Club.  In  the 
churchyard  rest  V^enceslaus  Hollar, 
the  famous  engraver ;  Henry  Elsiuge, 
the  eminent  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  author  of  the 
well-known  constitutional  work.  "The 
Ancient  ^Method  and  Planner  of  hold- 
ing Parliaments  in  England " ;  and 
(J'ole,  a  burgess  for  Westminster, 
whose  name  is  perpetuated  by  a 
memorial  in  the  church  bearing  this 
quaint   inscription  : — 

In  railiament  a  burgess  Cole  was  placed, 

111  Westminster  the  like  for  many  j'eare: 
But  now  with  saints  above  his  soul  is  gracefl. 
And    lives   a   burgess   with   heaven's   roral 
peers. 
O  blessed  change  from  earth  \\l;ere  Death  is 

king, 
To  be  united  there,  where  ausels  sins:. 


£i/ permission  of  Messrs.  J'arkcr  d-  Co.,  London  and  Oxjm-d. 
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3Iany  other  names  more  or  less  in- 
timately associated  with  the  life  of 
Westminster  occm-  in  the  mortuary  records  of  St.  Margaret's — indeed,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  any  parish  church  in  the  country  can  lay  claim  to  so  remarkable  a  connection. 
Nowadays,  a  stretch  of  velvety  turf  gives  a  uniform  and  pleasing  aspect  to  the  churchyard,  and 
it  is  (litticult  to  realise  that  the  spot  was  for  centuries  the  chief  burial-place  in  Westminster. 
But  it  is  a  historic  fact  that  the  ground  about  the  church  has  been  raised  some  eight  or 
nine  feet  above  the  original  le\el,  chiefly  owing  the  vast  number  of  bodies  which  have  been 
interred  within  its  limits.  Before  the  churchyard  was  closed,  a  scandalous  condition  of  aflfairs 
existed.  It  was  here  that  Cowper  received  the  second  religious  impression  which  so  profoundly 
influenced  his  life.  On  passing  the  churchyard  one  evening  at  dusk  as  a  boy,  he  saw  a 
glimmering  light  amongst  the  tombs,  and  on  going  to  ascertain  the  cause  was  struck  by  a 
human  skull  throw^l  out  of  a  half-comjjleted  grave  by  a  grave-digger,  who  was  working  by 
lantern  light  at  his  gruesome  task. 

In  dealing  with  the  precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster  it  is  impossible  to  leave  out 
oi  consideration  tlie  Chapter  House  of  the  venerable  Abbey.  Most  peojjle  who  nowadays  visit 
this  "incomparable  structure,"  after  perhaps  an  absorbingly  interesting  morning  amongst  the 
mouldering  tombs  of  the   great  minster,  naturally  associate  it  exclusively  with  the  old  monastic 
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life  of  the  qiot.  But  it  is  really  quite  as  memorable  for  its  Parliamentary  as  for  its  ecclesiastical 
traditions.  For  here,  as  we  have  seen,  the  House  of  Commons  first  found  a  home  of  its  own, 
and  here  fitfully  for  two  hundred  years  were  the  sittings  of  the  popular  chamber  held.  In  point 
of  antiquity  it  is  not  equalled  by  any  building  which  has  ever  been  devoted  to  legislative  or 
national  consultative  purposes  in  existence.  Six  hundred  and  sixty  years  at  least  have  passed 
away  since  the  faithful  Commons,  driven  out  from  association  with  the  Peers  in  the  Palace 
of  Westminster,  entered  upon  a  separate  existence  within  its  walls.  It  witnessed  the  birth 
of  the  Constitution  and  its  passage  through  a  pi-ecarious  childhood  to  adolescence.  It  was  the 
cradle  of  our  liberties,  and  of  the  privileges  which  we  hold  dear.  The  Englishman  wlio  can 
enter  its  walls  without  feeling  his  pulse  beat  the  quicker  as  he  recalls  its  history  is  not 
worthy  of  the  name. 

Built  on  the  site  of  an  older  structure  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  Tinder 
the  direction  of  Abbot  Littlington,  who  was  responsible  for  some  of  the  finest  work  of  the 
Abbey,  it  is  a  magnificent  example  of  English  architecture.  Old  ilatthew  Paris,  writing  of 
Henry  III.'s  intention  to  erect  the  building,  refers  to  the  design  as  "incomparable,"  and  Sir 
Gilbert  Scott— no  mean  authority — thoroughly  endorses  this  description,  observing  that  the 
building  "  singles  itself  out  among  these  beautiful  works  as  a  structure  perfect  in  itself,  of  a 
purely  English  type  as  to  its  plan  and  outline,  and  as  carrying  out  the  principle  of  window 
tracery  in  fuller  and  grander  degree  than  any  part  of  the  ehurcli."  In  size  it  resembles  the 
Chajiter  Houses  of  Salisbury,  Lincoln,  and  York,  the  plan  being  that  of  an  octagon  inscribed 
within  a  circle  sixty  feet  in  diameter.  When  seen  originally  in  its  full  glory,  with  the 
tracery  of  its  windows  undamaged  and  the  statues  and  internal  decorations  complete,  it  must 
have  presented  a  superb  spectacle.  Even  to-day,  when  time  and  vandalistie  treatment  have  left 
their  mark  on  the  work  of  the  ancient  craftsmen,  it  has  a  noliility  which  commands  attention. 

The  internal  arrangement  of  the  Chapter  House    is.  in    its  broad  features,  what    it  was  in 
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the  earliest  diivs  of  its  exislcncc  Two  rows  of  sloiic  benches  encircle  the  chainhcr.  live 
special  stalls  being  provided  for  the  Abbot.  Prior,  and  three  other  high  otiicials.  The  groined 
roof  is  sujjported  by  a  pillar  of  black  I'urbeck  niailih^  which  played  a  i)roniinent  part,  it 
would  seem,  in  the  disciplinary  system  of  the  Abln'v  in  monastic  times.  Dean  Stanley,  in  his 
charming  way,  gives  a  vivid  account  of  the  uses  to  whit-h  tlie  Chapter  House  was  put  in  tliose 
far  remote  days.  "To  this  at  least  once  a  week,"  he  writes  in  his  "Memorials  of  Westminster 
Abbey,"  "the  whole  convent  came.  .  .  .  M'hen  they  were  all  seated  on  the  stone  stejis  around, 
perfect  freedom  of  speech  was  allowed.  Now  was  the  opportunity  for  making  any  complaints 
or  for  confessing  of  faults.  .  .  .  Here,  too,  was  the  scene  of  judgment  and  punishment.  The 
details  are  sucii  as  to  recall  a  rough  school  ratlier  than  a  grave  ecclesiastical  community. 
Tlie  younger  monks  were  flogged  elsewhere  ;  but  the  others,  stripped  wholly  or  from  the 
waist  ui^wards  or  in  their  shirts,  girt  close  around  them,  were  scourged  in  public  here,  with 
rods  of  single  or  double  thickness,  by  the  mature  brothers  who  formed  the  council  of  the 
Abbot  (but  always  excluding  the  accuser  from  the  office),  the  criminal  himself  sitting  on  a 
three-legged  bench,  probably  before  the  central  pillar,  which  was  used  as  judgment-seat  or 
whipping-post.  If  flogging  was  deemed  insufficient,  the  onlv  finther  jjunishment  was 
expulsion.     The  terrors  of  immurement  or  torture  seem  unknown." 

Dean  Stanley  connects  the  building  of  the  Abbey  with  the  occujmtion  of  the  Chapter 
House  by  the  Commons.  "As  the  building  of  the  new  St.  Peter's  at  l\ome  by  the  indulgences 
issued  to  provide  for  its  erection  produced  the  Eeformation,  so  the  building  of  this  new 
St.  Peter's  at  Westminster,  by  the  enormous  sums  which  the  King  exacted  from  his  subjects 
to  gratify  his  artistic  or  his  devotional  sentiment,  p)roduced  the  House  of  Commons.  And  the 
House  of  Commons  found  its  first  independent  home  in  the  incomparable  Chapter  House  of 
Westminster.     Whatever  may  be  the  satire  of  Wren's  statement  that  'the  Abbot  lent   it  to  the 
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King  for  tlie  use  of  the  Commons  on  condition  that  the  Crown  should  repair  it.'  there  can  be 
no  question  that  from  the  time  of  the  separation  of  the  Commons  from  the  Lords  it  became 
their  habitual  meeting  i)laee.  Tlie  exact  moment  of  the  separation  cannot,  jierhaps.  lie 
ascertained:  In  the  first  instance  the  two  Houses  met  in  AVestininster  Hall,  but  they  parted 
as  early  as  the  eleventh  year  of  Edward  I.  From  that  time  the  Lords  met  in  the  Painted 
Chamber  in  the  Palace,  the  Commons,  whenever  they  sate  in  London,  within  the  precincts  of 
the  Abbey;  !?uch  secular  assemblies  had  already  assembled  under  its  shadow,  though  not  vet 
within  the  Chapter  House.  .   .   . 

"In  the  refectory  the  Commons  were  convened  under  Edward  11.  when  they  impeached 
Piers  Gaveston,  and  also  on  several  occasions  during  the  reigns  of  Eicharcl  II.,  Henry  IV.,  and 
Henry  V.  But  their  usual  resort  was  '  in  their  ancient  place  the  House  of  the  Chapter  of  the 
Great  Charter  of  the  Abbey  of  Westminster.'  On  one  occasion  a  Parliament  was  summoned 
there  in  1256,  even  before  the  birth  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  grant  a  subsidy  for  Sicilv. 
There  John  Balliol  consented  in  1292  to  withdraw  his  claims  on  the  Crown  of  iScotland.  The 
black  rood  of  St.  Margaret  was  lirought  from  the  adjacent  Treasury,  and  over  this  his  oath  was 
sworn.  It  is  from  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  however,  that  these  meetings  of  the  Commons 
were  fixed  within  its  walls.  With  this  coincides  the  date  of  those  cm-ious  decorations  which 
in  that  age  seemed  specially  appropriate.  Piers  Plowman's,  vision  of  a  Chapter  House  was 
as  of  'a  great  chm-ch  carven  and  covered,  quaintly  entailed,  with  scenely 'ceilings  set  aloft,  and, 
as  Parliament  House,  painted  about.'  The  serai)hs  that  adorn  the  chief  stalls,  the  long  series 
of  apocalyptic  pictures  which  were  added  to  the  lesser  stalls,  were  evidently  thought  the 
fitting  accompaniments  of  the  great  Council  Chamber.   .  .  . 

"The  Speaker  no  doubt  took  his  place  in  the  Abbot's  stall  facing  the  entrance.  The 
burgesses    must    have    sate    round    the    building  — those    who    had    the    best    seats  in  the  eiglitv 
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stalls    of    tht'    monks,   the    others    arranged    as    liest    tlicv    coukl.       To    the    eeiitral     )iillar    were 
attached  placards,  libellous  or  otherwise,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  menihers.  .  .  . 

"The  Acts  of  Parliament  which  the  Chapter  House  witnessed  derive  a  double  significance 
from  the  localitv.  .  .  .  rnfjuestionably  there  is  a  strange  irony,  if  indeed  it  be  not  rather  a 
profounder  wisdom,  in  the  thought  that  within  this  consecrated  precinct  were  passed  those 
memorable  statutes  which  restrained  the  power  of  that  very  body  under  whose  shelter  they 
were  discussed.  Here  the  Commons  must  have  assented  to  the  dry  humour  of  the  i^tatute 
Circumspede  AgattK  which,  whilst  it  appears  to  grant  the  lesser  privilege  of  the  clergy, 
virtually  witholds  the  larger.  Here  also  were  enacted  the  Statutes  of  Provisions  and  of 
Prremunire,  whicli,  as  P'uller  says,  tirst  pared  the  Pope's  nails  to  the  quick  and  then  cut  off 
his  lingers.  Here  finally  were  enacted  tlie  scenes  in  which,  during  the  first  epoch  of  the 
Reformation,  the  House  of  Commons  took  so  jirominent  a  part  by  pressing  forward  tho,-e 
Church  of  England   statutes  which  laid  'the  foundations  of  the  new  State,'  which  'found  Kngkuid 
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in  dependency  upon  a  foreign  Power'  and  'left  it  a  free  nation,'  which  gave  the  voice  of  the 
nation-  for  the  first  time  its  free  expression  in  the  councils  of  the  Church.  .  .  . 

"Within  the  Chapter  House  must  have  been  passed  the  first  Clergy  Discipline  Act,  the 
first  Clergy  Residence  Act,  and,  chief  of  all,  the  Act  of  Supremacy  and  the  Act  of  Submission. 
Beneath  that  vaulted  roof  and  before  that  central  pillar  must  have  been  placed  the  famous 
Black  Book  which  sealed  the  fate  of  all  the  monasteries  of  England,  including  the  Abbey  of 
Westminster  close  by,  and  which  struck  such  a  thrill  of  horror  through  the  House  of  Commons 
when  they  learned  its  contents.  ... 

"The  last  time  that  the  Commons  sat  in  the  building  was  on  the  last  day  of  the  life  of 
Henry  YHI.  The  last  Act  passed  was  the  attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk;  and  they  must 
have  been  sitting  here  when  the  news  reached  them  that  the  King:had  died  that  morning 
and  while  those  "preparations  for  the  coronation  of  Prince  Edward— whom  King  Henry  had 
designed  should  be  crowned  before  his  own  death,  in  order  to  secui-e  his  succession— were  going 
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on  in  the  Abbev.  wliich  were  suniniaiily 
broken  off  when  the  news  came  that 
the  King  himself  was  dead." 

In  the  year  1540,  when  the  Abbey 
was  dissolved,  the  Chapter  House  became, 
what  it  has  ever  since  been,  national 
property,  ^even  years  later,  in  the  first 
year  of  Edward  YI.,  the  Commons 
moved  to  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stejihen, 
which,  as  is  related  elsewhere,  was  set 
apart  for  their  meetings  on  the  dis- 
solution of  the  College  of  .St.  Stephen. 

Wlien  the  Chapter  House  was  rid 
of  its  Parliamentary  occupants,  it  entered 
upon  a  jieriod  of  ill-treatment  which 
threatened  its  unity,  if  not  its  verv 
existence.  ^Vith  that  contempt  for  the 
grand  work  of  the  artificers  and  artists 
of  the  so-called  Dark  Ages  which  was 
characteristic  of  the  period  which  followed 
the  Keformation,  the  building  was  turned 
over  to  the  Government  officers  for  use 
as  a  I'ulilic  Record  Chamber.  To  suit 
it  to  this  pui-pose,  various  defacements 
and  excrescences  crept  in.  About  the 
year  1703  it  was  actually  proposed  to 
Sir  Christopher  Wren  to  mutilate  it 
irretrievably  by  i)utting  up  a  gallery 
in  the  interior ;  but  the  great  archi- 
tect very  properly  declined  to  sanction 
any  sucli  infamy.  In  1740,  however, 
the  vaulting  ha\'ing  become  unsafe,  the 
building,  to  quote  Sir  Gilbert  Scott, 
"  was.  made  over  to  some  barbarian,  who 
fitted  it  up  for  the  records  with  studious  disregard  to  concealment  or  destruction  of  its 
architectural  beauties."  So  it  remained  for  more  than,  a  century,  until  the  erection  of  a  new 
Record  Office  freed  the  building  of  its  encumbrances,  and  in  the  process  directed  public 
attention  to  the  scandalous  treatment  to  which  it  had  been  subjected  during  a  long  period 
of  years.  Sir  Gilbert  Scott's  advice  was  sought  as  to  the  practicability  of  a  restoration. 
That  eminent  architect,  animated  by  a  zeal  as  praiseworthy  as  it  was  jn'olific  of  good  results, 
entered  upon  an  exhaustive  investigation  of  the  building,  with  a  view  to  determining  the 
character  of  tire  design  in  its  completeness.  With  painstaking  care  he  pieced  the  various 
parts  of  the  design  together  until  he  had  the  whole  before  him  in  all  the  elegance  and 
beauty  of  its  conception.  Then,  under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  the  restoration  was 
carried  through.  It  was  thorough  yet  conservative.  Nothing  was  added  excejiting  where  the 
old  work  had  been  destroyed  or  hoijelessly  mutilated,  and  the  only  parts  conjecturally  restored 
were  the  external  parapet,  the  pinnacles,  the  gables  of  the  buttresse.s,  and  the  roof.  So 
carefully  was  the  work  done  that,  viewing  the  building  to-day,  it  is  difficult  to  realise  that 
less  than  a  half-century  ago  its  interior  was  a  shapeless  mass  of  woodwork,  with  every  single 
feature  of  the  ancient  building  concealed  from  view,  and  many  parts  hopelessly  mutilated. 
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iiemony  daily  performed.    When  the  Sovereign  is  within  the  building 

Royal  Standard  is  flown. 


CHAPTER    XXXVII. 


THE  MINISTERIAL  ANNEXE  OF  THE  PALACE  OF   WESTMLXSTER—WIffTEHALL 

AND  DOWNING  STREET. 

The  official  quarter,  which  lies  just  outside  the  limits  of  tlie  Palace  of  "Westminster,  is  so 
intimately  associated  with  thi^  jiroceedings  of  Parliament,  and  touches  so  many  jioints  in  its 
history,  that  it  claims  some  notice  before  the  final  sentence  of  this  work  is  written.  There 
was  probably  never  a  time  since  the  Legislature  had  a  recognised  and  regular  existrinc  whc-n 
this  territory  without  the  gates,  as  it  were,  was  not  markedly  a  political  centre.  In  King 
Sti-eet,  for  centuries  the  only  land  approach  to  the  Palace  from  the  City  and  the  west,  meuib<-rs 
found  at  once  a  common  meeting  ground  and  a  convenient  residential  quarter.'  There  also 
collected  the  various  functionaries  of   Parliament,  and    the    gossips    and    professional  idlers  who 

had  an  interest  more  or  less  legitimate  in  the  legi.s- 
lative  doings.  The  establishment  of  Whitehall  as  a 
Eoyal  Palace  strengthened  the  political  hold  on  the 
district.  With  the  departure  of  the  Sovereign  from 
the  ancient  Palace  the  tie  which  had  bound  the 
Government  departments  and  the  official  element  to 
the  legislative  precincts  was  broken,  and  gradually  a 
drift  of  officialdom  set  outwards,  absorbing,  as  genera- 
tion succeeded  generation,  one  after  another  of  the 
sites  and  buildings  lying  between  New  Palace  Yard 
and  Charing  Cross. 

One  of  the  first  annexations   was  of  a  [lortion  of 

the  Palace  known  then  and  subsequently  as  the  Cock- 

r^  =,p=  ^—^-^  _  _  .    .  .-   jj™  pit.      This    was    an    in.stitution    fir.st    established    by 

:]|]f  H^'^   |I|I|b.       II   111  Henry  VIII.  for  the   prosecution  of  the   then    highly 

^         .._i.^  ..   ..       ^     ,.    •.  popular  form  of  sport.       It  was  used  indififerently  for 

this  purpose  and  as  a  theatre  during  several  reigns, 
and  figures  extensively  in  this  connection  in  the 
gossipy  records  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries.  Elizabeth,  James  I.,  and  Charles  I.,  ac- 
cording to  ]\Ialone,  frequently  ordered  plays  to  be 
represented  there.  But  it  is  with  Cromwell  that  the 
history  of  the  Cockpit  as  a  place  of  residence  and 
of  entertainment  rather  than  of  sport  is  chiefly  associ- 
ated. The  great  Parliamentai-ian,  when  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  by  special  resolution  of  the 
House  on  February  29th,  1650,  was  granted  "the 
use  of  the  lodgings  called  the  Cockpit,"  and  he  appears 
to  have  resided  there  until,  as  Lord  Protector,  he 
entered  into  full  possession  of  Whitehall  Palace. 
Thereafter     the     building    was    utilised,    in    common 


print  drawn  and  engraved  by  G.  Vcrt\ 
WHITEHALL   GATE. 
Said  to  have  been  designed  by  Han? 


'  "  1G73  :  October  29tb.— I  have  come  safely  to-day  to  Mrs.  Bottom's  liouse  iu  St.  Stephen's  Alley,  King-  Street.  1 
do  not  know  how  I  shall  like  my  lotlging.s.  My  company  is  like  to  be  good.' — Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Harley  to  his  wife  : 
Historical  Manuscripts  Commission  Keport. 
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witli  otlicr  portions  of  the  Palace,  for  purposes  connected  with  the  Crouiwellian  estalilish- 
ment.  On  one  occasion,  at  least,  the  old  festive  traditions  of  the  place  were  revived. 
This  was  on  February  20th,  1057,  when  the  House  of  Commons,  having  heard  two  sermons 
at  St.  Mariiaret's.  "Westminster,  and  liaviiisr  enjoyed  "a  most  princely  entertainment  at  White- 
hall." were  entertained  in  the  Cockpit  "with  rare  music  both  of  voices  and  instruments  till 
the  ex'cninii;.'' 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Coninionwealth  period  the  Cocki)it  apartments  were  assigned  by 
Parliament  to  General  ilonk,  and  he  continued  in  residence  after  the  Restoration,  living  there  all 
through  the  terrible  plague  epidemic  of  1666,  and  subsequently  until  his  death  on  January  3rd, 
1670.  Meanwhile,  as  the  diaries  of  Pepys  and  Evelyn  show,  the  jsrincipal  chamber  was  the  scene 
of  the  performance  of  many  stage  jilays,  chiefly  of  the  French  type,  which  appealed  to  Charles  II. 's 
exotic  fancj'.     Some  two  or  three  years  after  Plonk's  death  the  premises  were  transferred  to  (leorge 


WHITEHALL. 
A  view  from  the  Banqueting  House,  looking  towards  Charing  Cross. 

Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  later  they  were  purchased  by  Charles  II.  for  his  niece.  Princess 
Anne,  on  her  marriage.  The  Princess  resided  in  the  apartments  mitil  the  Eevolution  of  1688 
rendered  her  presence  there  inconvenient.  Her  departure  was  made  under  somewhat  dramatic 
circumstances.  At  midnight  on  Xovember  26th,  1688,  news  having  been  received  of  the  landing 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  she  hurriedly  put  on  a  travelling  cloak,  and  slipping  down  the  back 
stairs  of  the  chambers,  took  her  seat  in  a  hackney  coach  which  w-as  awaiting  her,  and  with 
Lord  Doi-set  and  Bishop  Comptou  riding  on  each  side  of  the  vehicle  as  an  escort,  was  driven 
to  a  place  previously  fixed  upon,  where  she  was  under  the  ^jrotection  of  the  leaders  of  the 
revolutionary  movement.  When  the  storm  had  blown  over,  she  retm-ned  to  the  Cockpit,  but 
onlv  for  a  time.  Owing  to  serious  disagreements  between  Anne  and  her  .sister  Mary  over  the 
former's  devotion  to  the  lady  who  was  afterwards  the  famous  Duchess  of  ^Marlborough,  the 
Princess  fled  to    Berkelev  House  in    Piccadilly,  where    she  remained    until    after  Clary's    death, 
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when  St.  JaiiK's's    Palace  was    settled    upon    Iicr    by  ^^'illianl   III.       With  tlie  expiration  of  liei 
tenancy  the  history  of  the  Cockjiit  entered  upon  a  new  chapter. 

Up  to  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Treasury  business  was  transacted  at  the  Exchequer  Keceipt 
Office  in  Westminster  Cloisters;  but  when  Charles  II.  put  the  Treasury  into  commission  in 
KJCO,  he  gave  the  department  chambers  in  Whitehall  Palace,  where  it  remained  until  the  fire 
uf  1697,  which  drove  it  for  six  weeks  to  the  private  house  of  ilr.  William  Lowndes,  near 
Westminster  Abbey.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  it  was  transferred  to  the  vacant  Cockpit 
Chambers,  which  had  escaped  the  fire,  and  the  possession  of  which  had  been  granted  to  it  by 
the  King.  This  was  tlie  beginning  of  a  long  and  memorable  official  career  for  the  old  pleasure 
centre  which  the  eighth  Henry  had  created.  Used  for  the  transaction  of  high  .State  business, 
it  became  in  cour.se  of  time  the  recognised  Ministerial  headquarters  outside  the  Palace  of 
Westminster,  just  as  Downing  Street  was  in  a  subse(juent  generation  and  remains  to  this 
day.        lictters    were    dated    from     it,     and     interviews    were    accorded    to    jiersonages    desiring 

audience  of  IMinisters  within  its  precincts.  When 
the  negotiations  for  the  Union  with  Scotland  were 
in  progress,  it  was  selected  as  the  most  convenient 
place  for  the  meetings  of  the  Commissioners  who 
were  appointed  to  draw  up  the  terms.  Their 
deliberations  were  so  prolonged  that  Sir  Christopher 
Wren  was  directed  to  enclose  a  part  of  the  garden 
to  supjily  them  with  a  recreation  ground.  The  most 
imiiortant  purpose  to  which  the  Cockpit  at  this 
period  was  devoted,  howevei',  was  a  meeting-jjlace  for 
the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council.  It  was  at  a 
sitting  of  this  quasi-judicial  body,  held  to  investigate 
a  charge  of  treason,  that  the  attempt  was  made  on 
the  life  of  Eobert,  Earl  of  Oxford,  by  Guiscard,  the 
French  emigrant.  The  man  was  under  examination, 
wlien.  with  a  quick  movement,  he  seized  a  jienknife 
and  made  a  lunge  with  it  at  Harley.  inflicting  a 
slight  wound.  Before  the  man  could  do  further 
mischief,  he  was  strut-k  down  by  Lord  Paulet  and 
^Ir.  St.  John  with  thiMr  swords,  which  they  had 
drawn  immediately  the  character  of  the  attack 
was  disclosed.  The  affair  created  a  tremendous  stir 
at  the  time ;  but,  beyond  bringing  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  a  much-needed  accession  of  popularity,  it 
liad  small  influence,  as  it  was  discovered  that  Guiscard 
was  a  half-dement eil  imlixidual  who  had  acted  on  a  sudden  homicidal  impulse  without  any 
definite  political  aim. 

Another  famous  incident  in  the  history  of  the  old  Cockpit  was  the  examination  before 
the  Privy  Council  in  1722,  for  his  complicity  in  the  Jacobite  plot,  of  Bishop  Atterbury,  prior 
to  his  committal  to  the  Tower.  This  was  the  last  important  event  which  occurred  under  the 
old  roof-tree,  if  we  exce[it  the  party  gatherings  which  were  held  there  on  the  eve  of  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  in  accordance  with  a  practice  established  diu-ing  Walpole's  Premiership. 
In  1733  the  building  was  pulled  down  to  make  way  for  the  three-storied  structure  designed 
by  Kent  and  Lord  Burlington,  which  was  the  first  of  the  great  blocks  of  Government  offices 
which  now  cover  nearly  the  whole  of  the  district  hereabouts.  The  old  name,  however,  was  not 
allowed  to  die  out.  Numerous  letters  written  in  the  year  1736-7  by  Horace  Walpole  are  to 
be  found  in  the  volumes  of  the  Historical  ^Manuscripts  Commission  dated  from  "The  Cockpit." 
Bubb  Dodington,  in  his  "Diary,"  under  date  February  4th,  1752,  speaks  of  going  to  the 
Cockpit  "to   a    piize   cause  which  turned  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 


BENJ.-iJIlN  FBAXKLIX. 
The  American  jjatriot  who,  .ns  the  acciecUteil  .igent  of 
the  liopuhir  party,  on  January  Jith,  1774,  presented  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  at  the  Cckpit  the  petition 
of  the  Colony  of  Massaclinsett^  ]ii;i\ini;  Imi-  the  removal  of 
the  Lieutenant-Governor.  «h<i  li.i.l  ;i.KM,;,ifa  the  employ- 
ment of  military  force  agaiiisl  ihr  i.  .|,,iji-i  . 
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France";  ami  lie  records  subsequent  visits  in  connection  with  "a  complaint  by  ]\lr.  "Webb 
against  -\Jr.  William  >Sliarpe  for  taking  exorbitant  fees."  The  ^Ministerial  meetings  for  the 
puriDose  of  hearing  the  Koyal  speech  read  on  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament  are  stated 
in  the  political  literature  of  the  time  to  have  been  held  at  the  Cockpit.  Again,  as  a  further 
piece  of  evidence  to  show  that  the  name  was  familiarly  used  long  after  the  old  buildings  had 
disappeared,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  the  Treasury  incident  bills  for  179-1  there  is  an  item  of 
£9  for  lighting  up  "  the  Cockpit  room."  Even  to  this  day  the  Treasury  OtSce  is  officially 
described  as  "Chambers,"  in  recognition  of  the  circumstance  that  the  building  it  supplanted 
was  known  as  the  Cockpit  Chambers. 

In  the  face  of  these  facts  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  a  lively  controversy  for  some  time 
raged  over  the  question  of  the  precise  site  of  the  old  Cockjiit.  Clearly  the  Treasury  Office 
is  the  lineal  successor  of  the  ancient  institution,  antl  occupies  the  same  ground.  But  the 
matter  does  not  rest  on  the  evidence  of  old  documents  and  established  tradition  alone.  Some 
time  since  Sir  John  Taylor,  of  His  ^Majesty's  Office  of  Works,  took  the  celebrated  old  ground 
plan  of  Vrhitehall  and  drew  upon  it  a  ground  plan  of  the  site  as  it  now  exists.  On  this  old  plan 
of  1682,  corrected  by  the  present  ordnance  map,  is  seen  the  entrance  to  the  ancient  Cockpit, 
corresponding  almost  exactly  with  the  present  entrance  to  the  Treasury  from  Whitehall,  and 
leading  up  to  the  Cockpit,  which  stood  very  near  the  present  Board-Eoom  of  the  Treasury.' 

The  history  of  the  transformed  Cockpit  is  for  the  most  part  that  of  a  Government  office 
in  which  the  ordinary  prosaic  routine  duties  of  an  important  branch  of  the  executive  are 
transacted.  Still,  it  is  not  without  its  points  of  poimlar  interest.  (3ne  incident  which 
stands  prominently  out  in  connection 
with  the  building  is  the  reception  here 
bv  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  on  January  9th. 
1774.  The  great  American  patriot  came 
over  with  a  petition  from  Massachusetts 
praying  for  the  removal  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in  consequence  of  a 
recommendation  he  had  made  in  favour 
of  the  employment  of  military  force 
to  bring  the  recalcitrant  colonists  to 
submission.  We  have  a  jiicture  of  him 
sitting  in  a  recess  "like  a  rock,  his  head 
resting  on  his  left  hand,  and  in  that 
attitude  abiding  the  pelting  storm  "  of 
invective  poured  out  by  Wedderburne, 
the  Solicitor-General,  which  aifected  the 
Court  spectators  to  such  a  degree  that 
"  they  gave  way  to  transports  of  laughter 
and  loud  acclamations."  But  "  he  laughs 
best  who  laughs  last."  Franklin  was  dis- 
missed with  contumely  on  this  occasion  ; 
but  it  was  his  duty  and  pleasure  not 
many  years  later,  as  United  States 
Ambassador  in  Paris,  to  sign  the  articles 
of  peace  establishing  the  independence 
of  America.  On  that  occasion  he  donned 
the  self-same  suit  of  Manchester  velvet 
which  he  wore  when  before  the  Privy 
Council. 

'  Lord  Welby's  address  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Topograpliical  Society. 


ST.VIRCASE   AT   THE   FOKEIGX   Ol't'ICli. 
One  of  the  most  notable  aicliitectiual  features  of  the  interior  of  the  noble  pile 
buildings  in  which  the  Foreign  Department  is  housed. 
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Tlic  (IciiKilili.in  (if  the  (ilil  Cciclqiit  Cliiunbprs 
Icil  iiiiliii'ctly.  it' not  directly,  to  tlio  tiirth  of  anotlier 
and  cxcn  iiniic  famous  ^linistpriiil  centre — Downing 
Stii'ct.  Il  may  be  assumed  that  the  building  opera- 
t  ions,  by  dcjiriving  Sir  liobert  V/alpole  of  the  suite 
of  rooms  he  had  long  used,  brought  into  promin- 
ence the  desirability  of  tlie  establishment  of  a 
permanent  official  residence  for  the  First  ^linister 
ot  tlio  Crown.  However  that  may  be.  at  or  about 
the  time  when  work  upon  the  new  Treasury  offices 
was  commenced,  we  find  George  II.  offering  V.'alpole, 
who  with  the  Premiership  filled  the  office  of  Fii'st 
l.oi'd  of  the  Treasury,  the  now  historic  house.  No.  10, 
as  a  personal  gift.  The  property  had  for  some 
years  iireviously  been  occupied  by  IJanm  Ijothmar, 
the  Hanoverian  Minister,  who  had  been  given  a 
life  tenancy  of  it  by  (ieovge  I.,  and  whose  death 
about  this  period  permitted  of  this  display  of 
generosity  on  the  part  of  the  King  to  his  chief 
jNHnister.  Walpole  was  not,  as  a  rule,  indisposed 
to  accept  favours  from  his  Sovereign  without  demur  ; 
but  on  this  occasion  he  showed  a  proper  apjjreciation 
of  what  was  due  to  his  position  rather  than  to  his 
person  by  stipulating  that  the  house  should  be  the 
permanent  residence  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  The  King's  assent  to  the  condition  was 
given,  and  so  Downing  Street  became  the  established 
Ministerial  headquarters — the  ]\Iecca  of  a-sjiiring 
politicians,  and  the  Promised  T^and  of  experienced  statesmanship. 

Before  the  liolitieal  history  of  this  topograpliically  insignificant  little  thoroughfare  is  related, 
some  reference  to  its  eaidier  career  apjiears  to  be  demanded.  Its  name  was  derived  from  Sir 
George  Downing,  a  versatile  American  colonist  who  — as  ]\Ir.  Choate.  the  American  Ambassador, 
reminded  a  distinguished  audience  at  the  Lord  Mayor's  Baminet  on  November  9th.  1900— was 
the  first  graduate  sent  out  by  the  Harvard  College  in  1642.  Finding  his  way  to  England, 
Downing  became  a  clia|]laiii  in  Cromwell's  anny,  and  so  recommended  himself  to  the  good 
graces  of  the  Protector  by  his  worldly  wisdom  as  much  as  by  his  religious  zeal,  that  he  was 
selected  by  him  in  1657  to  fill  the  office  of  Ambassador  at  the  Hague.  "A  sider  with  all 
times  and  changes,"  as  he  was  described  by  one  writer,  he  won  the  good  graces  of  the  Rump, 
and  when  the  political  barometer  threatened  but  her  change,  he  took  care  to  make  his  peace 
with  Charles  IL,  so  that  when  the  monarch  'vame  into  his  own."  he  confirmed  the  appoint- 
ment originally  made  by  the  Proctector.  This  was  a  triumph  for  Downing's  diplomacy,  but  it 
was  not  his  only  achievement  in  the  domain  of  his  private  interests.  When  he  returned  to 
England,  as  he  did  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign,  he  entered  Parliament, 
and  so  wormed  his  way  into  Royal  favour  by  his  servile  devotion  to  Court  intiTests  that  the 
King  heaped  substantial  favours  upon  him.  One  of  his  rewards,  and  the  most  important  in 
the  present  connection,  was  the  gift  of  a  valuable  tract  of  land  at  Westminster  on  the  confines 
of  the  Palace  of  Whitehall  for  building  purposes.  A  condition  attached  to  the  grant  was  that 
the  houses  to  be  built  upon  the  site  should  be  "  handsome  and  graceful."  It  was  not  au 
onerous  one  as  tlie  standard  of  architectural  taste  went  in  those  days,  and  it  was  probably 
deemed  to  have  been  fidfilled  when  Downing  erected  tour  plain,  square,  brick  mansions  witla 
"back  fronts"  to  St.  James's  Park,  and  "with  a  large  terras  walk  next  to  the  Park,"  to  adopt 
the  language  of  an  advertisement  when  the  property  was  offered  for  sale  in  1722. 


.fg>^ 


li  ajihuto  bi!  R.  K.  Durrani  d-  :Son,  Torquay. 
MR.   J.   S.   SANDARS, 
Plivvite  Secretary  to  Mr.  Dalfour  since  1S92. 
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The  "street"  thus  created  by  Downing  unJerweut  little  change  for  a  good  many  years. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  it  is  described  as  "  a  pretty  open  place,  especially 
at  the  upper  end.  where  are  four  or  five  very  large  well-built  houses  fit  for  persons  of  honour 
and  quality,  each  house  having  a  pleasant  prospect  into  St.  James's  Park,  with  a  terras  walk." 
Gradually,  however,  other  houses  were  added,  until  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  centurv  it 
had  become,  if  not  a  "  mean  street,"  a  street  in  which  shabby  houses  predominated,  the  line 
of  dingy  buildings  being  finished  off  at  the  King  Street  end  by  a  chop-house  known  by  the 
whimsical  title  of  "  The  Cat  and  Bagpipes."  Many  of  the  residences  were  lodging-houses,  to 
which,  in  the  course  of  years,  resorted  not  a  few  men  who  have  left  their  mark  on  literature. 
Boswell,  the  biographer  of  Johnson,  was  a  patron  of  one  of  the  establishments,  and  he  records 
in  his  well-known  work  how,  but  for  the  rudeness  of  his  landlord,  he  would  have  entertained 
Johnson,  Goldsmith,  and  other  of  his  literary  friends  at  supper  one  evening  in  Julv,  1763. 
Smollett  is  another  illustrious  name  associated  with  the  thoroughfare.  He  made  a  desperate 
bid  for  fortune  as  a  surgeon  in  a  house  vacated  by  the  death  of  a  practitioner  named  James 
Douglas  in  1744.  Here  died  on  October  17th,  1776,  the  Abbe  Courayer,  author  of  the 
"  Defence  of  the  Validity  of  English  Ordinations,"  the  talented  writer  who  was  described  as 
"the  best  pen  in  France,  the 
most  amialile  and  most  gener- 
ally beloved  in  his  Order — 
Catholique  en  gros,  Protestant 
en  detail."  Gibbon's  name,  too, 
deserves  to  be  remembered  when 
the  literary  memories  of  Down- 
ing Street  are  reviewed.  He 
was  a  frequent  visitor  there,  at 
the  mansion  of  bis  patron.  Lord 
Sheffield.  But,  of  course,  it  is 
in  its  political  history  that  this 
oliscure  little  alley  off  Wliitehall 
finds  its  chief  title  to  fame. 

The  official  record  of  Down- 
ing Street  opens  on  ^Monday, 
September  22nd,  1735.  On  that 
day,  according  to  tlie  newspapers 
of  the  time.  Sir  luiljcrt  Walpole 
transferred  himself  and  his  be- 
longings from  his  house  in  St. 
James's  Square  to  the  famous 
No.  10 — entering  into  possession. 
we  may  imagine,  with  a  glow  of 
pride  at  the  thought  that  the 
First  Lord  was  at  last  to  ha\e 
an  official  habitation  suited  to 
his  rank  and  convenience.  He 
found  the  residence  altogether  to 
his  liking,  for  he  occupied  it 
almost  continuously  while  in 
London  during  the  remainder  of 
his  official  life.  The  place  seems 
even  to  have  suited  the  fastidious 
taste  of  Horace  Walpole,  who 
acted     as      his     father's     private 


,,t.,  „.iVtr  th,  in,'tv,-e  ha  J.  1\  K,n,,l,l,  AJi.A. 

NELSON   AND   WELLINGTON, 
In  the  waiting-room  at  the  Colonial  Office,  Seiitember,  1S05. 
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secretary.  \Ve  find  liiiii  waxintj  i|iiil(^  eiit  liiisiast  ic  oyer  tin'  ailvaiitages  it  offered  apropos  of 
8ir  Kobert  Walpolr's  tlicii  iin[ieiidint,'  rcthcnioit  fVoiii  ottieial  life  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Sir 
Horaee  Mann  on  June  ;i()ili.  17-12.  lie  says:  "1  am  writintf  to  you  in  one  of  the  charming 
rooms  towards  tlie  Park  ;  it  is  a  lovely  evening,  and  I  am  willing  to  enjoy  tliis  sweet  corner 
while  I  may,  for  we  are  soon  to  quit  it.  ■Mrs.  Sandys  came  yesterday  to  give  us  warning; 
Lord  Wilmington  has  lent  it  1o  them.  Sir  Kobert  might  liave  had  it  for  his  own  at  first, 
but  would  only  take  it  as  First  L:n-d  of  the  Treasury.  He  goes  into  a  small  house  of  Ins 
own  in  .\rlington  Street,  opposite  to  where  we  formerly  lived."  The  Mrs.  Sandys  referred  to 
bv  the  writer  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Sandys,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Eii-1  of 
Wilmington's  Administration.  Some  authorities  mention  Lord  Carteret  as  the  first  occupant 
of  Xo.  10  after  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  departure,  but  the  passage  quoted  seems  to  indicate  that 
this  was  not  the  case.  The  explanation  j^ossibly  is  that  the  tenancy  of  Sandys  was  a  purely 
temporary  and  domestic  affair,  and  that  Lord  Carteret,  Secretary  of  State  in  the  new  Ad- 
ministration, first  officially  occupied  the  house  in  succession  to  Walpole.  The  latter,  at  all 
events,  was  the  leading  political  personage  in  the  ]\Iinistry.  Tliis  is  shown  by  the  well- 
known  lines  of  Charles  H.  Williams,  the 
satirical  versifier,  on  Pulteney's  decay 
of  jiO'^ver  on  his  elevation  to  the  House 
of  Lords  : — ■ 

F(.'\v  now  aspiie  at  your  goorl  graces, 
Scarce  aiiv  sue  to  you  for  jilaces, 


Since  all  mankind  perceive  that  pow'r 

Is  lodged  in  other  bands. 
Sooner  to  Carteret  now  they'll  go, 
Or  ev'n  (though  that's  excessive  low) 
To  Wilmino'ton  and  Sandvs. 


Even  if  the  residence  was  for  a  brief 
period  diverted  from  the  specific  uses 
assigned  to  it  under  the  deed  gift  of 
George  II.,  the  arrangement  did  not 
influence  its  historic  destiny.  IVlhani, 
on  becoming  Prime  ]\Iinister  in  1743. 
went  into  residence  in  Downing  Street. 
;ind  from  that  lime  to  the  ju'esent  day. 
with  a  few  notable  exceptions,  the  house 
was  occupied,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by 
the  liead  of  a  3Iinistry  on  his  accession 
Id  power. 

The  elder  Pitt  was  never  greatly 
attracted  by  the  chaim  of  Downing- 
Street.  Though  he  occupied  the  official 
residence  for  a  time,  he  mainly,  when 
in  office,  divided  liis  attention  between 
Hayes  and  his  house  in  Bond  Street. 
At  this  period  Downing  Street  does  not 
appear  to  have  come  into  vogue  as  an 
official  address.  Most  of  the  great  statesman's  formal  communications  were  superscribed 
simply  ••Whitehall."  During  Lord  Bute's  Premier.shi^)  the  oflHcial  residence  was  put  to 
good  service.  The  Minister  lived  there  in  some  state,  and  used  the  adjacent  Cockpit  Chambers 
for  his  periodical  levees.  Lord  North,  too,  found  the  atmosphere  of  Downing  Street  congenial 
But  it  was  during  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  younger  Pitt    that    the    house,  jierhaps,  attained 


i  ajihoto  bu  MackiAlnh,  K.Jso. 

THE   HOX.   SIR  SCHOIIBERG   JI^DONXELL, 
'or  niauy  years  Private  Secretaiy  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbnry. 
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upied  by  Lord  Liiusdow 


LOKD    SALISBURY  S   ROOM  AT   THE   FOREIGN   OFFICE. 
?he  apartment  in  which  his  Lordship  usually  received  liis  dipluinatit 


its  highest  distinction.  Unlike  his  father,  Pitt  was  niiieh  drawn  to  the  sedate  honse  with 
a  ••  back  front  "  to  St.  James's  Park.  According  to  his  own  statement,  during  all  his  long 
years  of  power  he  never  slept  away  from  Downing  Street  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the 
strongest  reasons.  In  his  time  some  momentous  interviews  must  have  taken  place  in  the 
dingy  rooms  of  Xo.  10.  In  long  jirocession  passed  through  the  official  portals  the  men  who 
made  history  in  the  memorable  period  when  Britain,  with  her  back  to  the  wall,  was  fighting 
a  world  in  arms.  Here  came  on  an  eventful  night  Lord  Spencer,  the  then  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  to  give  Pitt  the  first  intimation  of  the  mutiny  at  the  Xore,  and  to  receive 
instructions  from  him  as  to  the  action  to  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  disturbing  out- 
break. Even  less  welcome  visitors  were  a  howling  mob  who,  inflamed  with  sensational 
stories  of  the  excesses  of  recruiting  sergeants  engaged  in  strengthening  the  military  forces  to 
meet  the  gi-ave  crisis  in  national  affairs,  tumult  iiously  assembled  in  Downing  Street  and 
demonstrated  in  a  somewhat  alarming  fashion,  until  they  were  dispersed  by  the  peace  officers. 
Their  invasion  of  the  official  precincts  caused  a  great  sensation,  but  Pitt  himself  appears  to 
have  regarded  the  incident  lightly,  judging  from  a  letter  he  addressed  to  his  mother, 
Lady  Chatham,  in  response  to  her  anxious  incpiiries.  "I  take  shame  to  myself,"  he  said, 
■•  for  not  reflecting  how  much  a  mob  is  magnified  by  report ;  but  that  which  visited  my 
window  with  a  single  pebble  was  really  so  young  and  so  little  versed  in  its  business  that 
it  hardly  merited  the  notice  of  a  newspaper."  Besides  these  stirring  political  memories  of 
Pitt's  occupation,  details  have  come  down  to  us  of  a  purely  personal  and  domestic  interest 
which  throw  considerable  light  upon  his  household  arrangements.  Careless  of  money 
matters,  his  afifau-s  during  his  first  Premiership  got  into  a  terrible  state  of  confusion.  His 
intimate  friend,  Kobert  Smith,  whose  good  offices  were  enlisted  to  straighten  out  matters, 
found  a  strange  condition  of  things.  A  butcher's  bill  of  £96  for  one  month's  supply  was 
one  item   which   confronted    the    investigator.     Other    claims    were    on    the    same    grand    scale. 
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LOUD   SALISBURY'S    Koli.M    AT    THE   PEIVy  SEAL   OFFICE. 
It  was  in  this  apartment  that  tlio  1  ite  I'lennei  spent  the  closing  days  of  his  otiicial  c 


There  was  waste  and  ruinous  profusion  on  all  hands.  In  his  absorbing  devotion  to  State 
affairs  Pitt  quite  overlooked  the  elementary  obligations  of  the  head  of  a  bouseliold,  with 
the  perhaps  inevitable  result  that  he  was  carried  to  the  brink  of  bankruptcy.  It  is  a 
tribute  to  his  lavish  hospitality  that  to  this  day  one  of  the  iirincipal  chambers  at  \o.  10 
is  known  as  "Pitt's  dining-room,"  though  a  long  succession  of  Premiers  followed  him  in  the 
occupation  of  the  house. 

In  the  nineteenth  century  Downing  Street  well  maintained  the  interesting  traditions  built 
ujj  in  the  years  which  hail  followed  the  grant  of  No.  10  to  Walpole.  Consequent  upon  the 
growth  of  official  business,  the  Crovernment  from  time  to  time  purchased  projierty  in  the  street 
near  the  Plrst  Lord's  residence.  One  of  the  houses  so  acquired  was  No.  12,  which  is  now  the 
official  residence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Another  was  No.  14.  a  building  which 
shortly  after  its  ac(|uisition  was  rendered  famous  by  being  the  scene  of  the  only  meeting 
which  ever  took  jihice  between  '\^Vllington  and  Nelson.  The  episode  was  tlescribed  by 
Wellington  in  a  con\-ersation  he  had  with  John  Wilson  Croker.  In  this  the  great  soldier  is 
represented  as  saying :  ••  I  only  saw  Nelson  once  in  my  life,  and  perliaps  for  an  hour.  It  was 
soon  after  I  returned  from  India.  I  went  to  the  Colonial  Office  in  Downing  Street,  and  there 
I  was  shown  into  a  little  waiting-room  on  the  right  hand,  where  I  found  also  waiting  to  see 
the  Secretary  a  gentleman  who,  from  the  likeness  to  his  picture  and  from  the  loss  of  an 
arm,  I  recognised  as  Lord  Nelson.  He  could  not  know  who  I  was,  but  entered  at  once  into 
conversation  with  me.  if  I  can  call  it  conversation,  for  it  was  almost  ail  on  his  side,  and  all 
about  himself,  and  in  really  a  style  so  vain  and  so  silly  as  to  surprise  and  almost  disgust  me." 
Nelson  subsequently  left  the  room,  aiul  returning  later,  having  in  the  interim  ascertained 
who  Wellington  was,  reopened  the  conversation.  His  manner,  says  Wellington,  had  completely 
changed.  ••  All  that  I  had  thought  a  charlatan  style  had  vanished,  and  he-  talked  of  the  state 
of  this  country  and  of  the  as2)ect  and  probabilities  of  afJairs  on  the  Continent  with  a  good 
sense  and  a  knowledge  of  subjects  both  at  home  and  abroad  that  surprised  me  equally  and 
more  agreeably  than  the  first  part  of  our  interview  had  done ;  in  fact,  he  talked  like  an  officer 
and  a  statesman." 
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Another  singular  reminiscence  preserved  of  the  Downing  Street  of  this  period  relates  to 
an  unexpected  meeting  between  two  other  historical  characters.  Pichegru  and  his  companions 
had  met  in  one  of  the  offices  to  consult  a  high  official  under  the  Duke  of  Portland.  As  they 
entered,  a  man  sitting  in  a  corner  darted  forward  and  exclaimed,  '•  You  are  saved  !  Then  all 
my  misfortunes  are  forgotten."  Startled  at  the  apparently  strange  conduct  of  the  individual, 
Pichegru  drew  back.  But  he  soon  afterwards  recognised  in  the  emaciated  figure  which  con- 
fronted him  his  chivalrous  friend,  Tilly,  the  American  sea-captain,  by  whose  aid  he  and  his 
comj)anions  had  escaped  from  the  fortress  of  Surinam. 

Changes  made  in  Downing  Street  by  the  substitution  for  the  congeries  of  shabby 
tenements  which  during  more  than  a  century  served  for  the  discharge  of  the  nation's  business, 
of  stately  blocks  of  Government  buildings,  led  to  the  gradual  extinction  of  all  interests  save 
those  of  high  officialdom,  until  No.  10  aiul  Nos.  11  and  12,  Downing  Street,  were  left  in 
the  position  of  sjilendid  isolation  in  which  we  now  see  them.  Before  this  stage  in  the 
history  of  the  .street  was  reached,  the  intermingling  of  officialdom  and  trade  was  productive 
of  some  curious  incidents,  according  to  Sir  Edward  Hertslet,  whose  volume  of  reminiscences 
was  recently  published.  It  seems  that  the  building  which  served  as  a  Foreign  Office  over- 
looked a  millinei-y  establishment  in  which  a  number  of  young  ladies  were  employed.  The 
youngest  clerks  in  the  department,  who  were  relegated  to  one  of  the  upper  floors, 
finding  time  hang  somewhat  heavily  on  their  hands,  amused  themselves  on  bright  summer 
days  in  manipulating  a  mirror  and  flashing  the  bright  rays  of  tlie  sun  upon  the  faces 
of  the  workers  in  the  opposite  building.  A  complaint  was  lodged  by  the  proprietor  with 
the  permanent  head  of  the  department,  and  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Lord  Palmerston.  who  was  then  Foreign  Minister.  Palmerston  dealt  with  the  incident  in 
characteristic  fashion.  Upon  the  margin  of  the  letter  of  complaint  he  wrote :  '•  Who  are 
the  unmannerly  youths  who  have  been  casting  reflections  on  young  ladies  opposite?"'  The 
good-humoured    cuilor-cmi^iit    Imd    its    iffiM't.      Fmin   thnt  time  forwanl  t!i(>  iii'lii-f rious  milliners 


h.lv  bii  ir.  S.  CamiAM. 

KOOM   AT    THE   FOnEIGJf  OFFICE  WHEKE   THE  CABINET   COUNCILS  ARE    HELD, 
Most  of  the  Cabinet  Councils  of  recent  years  liave  been  Ixeld  in  this  apartment. 
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^■0.    10,    DOWNING   STREET:   THK  PRIVATE   SECRETAEYS   KOOJI. 
Mr.  Gladstone  when  Premier  iised  this  apartment  as  his  workroom. 

plied  their  avocations  free  from  the  embarrassing  attentions  of  the  idle  othcial  aiiprentices 
across  the  way. 

Ko.  10.  Downing  Street,  in  the  past  century  has  been  in  almost  continuous  occupation  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  of  the  da\'.  The  periods  during  which  its  tenant  was  other 
than  the  holder  of  the  great  office  were  comparatively  brief.  P]ven  when — as  in  the  case  of 
the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith — the  residence  was  not  actually  occupied  as  a  home,  it  was  utilised 
for  official  purposes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  at  least  enjoyed  all  the  prestige  which 
attached  to  it  under  more  favoured  auspices.  Perhaps  the  most  devoted  of  the  modern 
occupants  of  the  house  was  Lord  Beaconsfield.  The  great  statesman,  calm  and  imperturbable 
as  he  was  in  public  life,  had  his  sentimental  side,  and  one  of  his  weaknesses — if  such  it  may 
be  called— was  an  inordinate  love  for  the  traditional  in  all  that  concerned  the  high  office  to 
which  he  had  climbed.  He  felt  peculiar  pride  in  occupying  the  same  rooms  in  which  had 
mused  and  planned  and  contrived  a  long  succession  of  the  nation's  greatest  men.  Immersed 
though  he  was  in  public  affairs  at  the  time  he  entered  into  possession,  he  yet  found  the 
opjiortunity  to  carry  through  a  most  elaborate  scheme  of  decoration  at  a  cost  of  between  two  and 
three  thousand  pounds.  With  excellent  taste  he  had  the  principal  rooms  renovated  in  the  style 
of  the  early  Georgian  period — a  delicate  compliment  to  the  Eoyal  donor  of  the  house  and  its 
first  official  occupier  which  would  have  warmed  even  the  cold  heart  of  Horace  ^^■alpole  had  he 
lived  to  take  note  of  it. 

Lord  Beaconsfield's  great  political  rival,  yii:  Gladstone,  though  perhaps  less  sentimentally 
attached  to  the  old  house,  was  very  much  at  home  there.  Its  situation  accorded  well 
with   his   restless   activity  both    of   body  and    mind.      A    great    worker   at    all  ■  times,  he    found 
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it  2"iossible  here  to  get  tliroiigh  a  maxiinuin  of  business  in  a  minimani  period  of  time. 
A  great  walker  in  all  seasons,  he  liked  the  convenience  which  the  house  afforded  for 
the  solitary  rambles  which  he  conducted  to  the  end  of  his  ofKcial  life  as  an  agreeable 
recreation  after  the  tumult  of  the  Legislative  Chamber,  or  the  arduous  toil  of  the  bureau. 
His  habit  of  unrestrained  movement  was  a  source  of  some  anxiety  in  the  height  of  the 
Land  War  in  Ireland,  when  assassination  and  outrage  "  stalked  abroad,"  not  only  in  Ireland, 
but  in  England.  Detectives  were  then  posted  about  Downing  Street  to  protect  the  aged 
statesman  from  attack.  The  close  supervision  maintained  over  his  outgoings  and  his  incomings 
proved  highly  irksome  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  story  goes  that  to  circumvent 
his  guardians  he  was  in  the  habit  of  slipping  out  by  the  back  door  into  St.  James's  Park, 
leaving  his  ordinary  hat  hanging  in  the  hall  to  give  the  impression  that  he  was  still  at  home. 
The  device  answered  for  a  time,  at  all  events,  and  no  untoward  circumstances  attended  the 
unaccomjianied  walks.  But  it  was  with  a  feeling  of  considerable  relief  that  the  jjolice 
authorities  were  finally  enabled  by  the  improved  state  of  affairs  to  abandon  tlieir  duty  of 
watching  over  their  illustrious  but  wayward  charge. 

Since  this  stormy  period  No.  10  has  had  its  share  in  the  making  of  history.  In 
the  most  recent  times  Cabinet  meetings  have  been  held  more  frequently  at  the  Foreign  Office 
than  at  the  First  Lord's  residence.  But  it  has,  nevertheless,  been  at  intervals  the  centre  of 
great  political  activity  and  excitement.  One  of  the  few  episodes  of  a  tragic  character 
associated  with  its  official  existence  occurred  on  January  12th,  1887.  On  tliat  day  the  Earl  of 
Iddesleigh,  who,  as  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  led  the  House  of  Commons  with  conspicuous  ability 
for  many  years,  .called  to  see  the  then  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  waiting  in  one  of 
the  ante-rooms    on    the   first    floor    when    he    was    seized    with    illness,  and    almost    immediately 
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expired.  It  may  be  noted  in  passing  tiuit  the  iiielaiu-lioly  incident  finds  two  rather  close 
parallels  in  politieal  Listory.  It  was  to  a  house  in  Downing  Street  that  the  great  Earl  of 
Ohiitham  was  taken  after  his  fatal  seizure  in  the  House  of  Lords.  To  his  residence  in 
Whilchall  (uu'dens,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Whitehall,  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  conveyed  on 
,lnnc  J!!)lli.  ISaO,  after  liis  fatal  fall  from  his  horse  on  Constitution  Hill,  and  tliere  he  died 
on   .lul\'   JJnd   following. 

l.onl  Salislmrv.  almost  alone  amongst  the  great  Tnmc  iNIinisters,  never  set  foot  in 
1(1.  I'owning  Slrecf.  as  a  tenant.  liis  lordship's  family  house  in  Arlington  Street,  it  is  to  be 
sa})posed,  was  too  convenient  and  comfortable  to  be  relintpiished  lightly  for  the  official  residence, 
with  its  glare  of  publicity,  and  its  manifold  disadvantages  to  one  of  the  studious  bent  of  mind 
and  retiring  disposition  of  the  ex-Premier.  Lord  Salisbury's  work  and  interests  centred  during 
the  years  of  his  Premiership  almost  exclusively  in  the  Foreign  Office.  In  the  stately  precincts 
of  that  splendid  building  he  had  his  official  workshop.  There  he  held  his  weekly  diplomatic 
receptions,  and  received  such  callers  as  had  legitimate  claims  upon  his  attention.  There  he 
dispensed  at  regular  intervals  magnificent  hospitality  to  the  great  world  of  politics  and  diplomacy. 
Late  in  his  career  as  Premier,  when  he  exchanged  the  office  of  Foreign  Minister  for  that  of 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  he  found,  with  his  devoted  private  secretary,  the  Hon.  Sir  Schomberg 
jMcDonnell,  during  the  remainder  of  his  active  public  career,  an  official  home  in  the  Privy  Seal 
Office.  When  the  full  history  of  the  later  nineteenth  century  comes  to  be  written,  it  will  have 
much  to  tell  of  the  important  and  possibly  stirring  events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  rooms 
which  are  identified  with  his- Premiership.  jNIeanwhile,  we  must  rest  content  with  the  faithful 
record  which  the  photographer  gives  of  the  rooms  as  they  were  during  Lord  Salisbury's 
occupation. 

Before  the  official  i|Uiirtcr  is  quitted,  something  may  appropriately  be  saitl  about  the 
internal  arrangements  of  the  historic  No.  10,  for  there  are  few  houses  in  London  to  which 
notable  traditions  attach  which  have   been  so  little  visited    by  the  ordinary  public.       Outwardly 

the  aspect  of  the  house  rather  repels  than 
invites  curiosity,  and  it  must  be  confessed 
that  closer  acquaintance  with  it  does  not 
rcmo\e  the  impression  that  the  place  is 
not  (|uite  what  might  be  expected  of  the 
official  residence  of  the  executive  head  of 
the  greatest  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
It  is  just  a  plain  town  house  of  an  old- 
fashioned  type,  with  appointments  which  for 
the  most  part  are  distinctly  inferior  to  those 
of  the  majority  of  residences  of  fairly  well- 
to-do  people.  What  there  is  of  exceptional 
charm  or  interest  in  a  decorative  sense  in 
the  ajipointments  is  due  to  the  excellent 
taste  of  ,Mr.  Balfour,  the  Premier,  the  present 
occupant,  who  has  surrounded  himself,  as 
far  as  the  arrangements  of  the  house  allow, 
with  works  and  objects  of  art  of  special 
attractiveness  and  value. 

On  the  ground  fioor  are  the  secretarial 
apartments — plainly  furnished  rooms  whose 
appearance  eloquently  testifies  to  the 
practical  uses  to  which  they  are  put.  Ad- 
joining th(>m  is  perhaj-js  the  most  famous 
apartment  in  any  private  house  in  the 
Empire — the     Council    Chamber,    in    which 
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successive  Cnliinets  have  met  since  185G,  and  in  which  some  of  the  most  momentous  Ministerial 
decisions  in  English  histurv  liave  been  come  to.  Apart  from  the  double  locks,  double  doors, 
and  double  windows  with  which  the  room  is  equipped,  there  is  little  in  it  to  suggest  its 
remarkable  record.  The  ceiling,  a  somewhat  lofty  one,  is  supported  on  classic  columns,  and  the. 
walls  are  occupied  with  book-cases  and  a  few  pictures  of  no  great  merit.  The  window  affords 
A  pleasant  outlook  on  8t.  James's  Park.  Immediately  below  it  is  a  terrace — the  "terras"  of 
the  advertisement — upon  which,  during    protracteil    sittings    of   the  Cabinet,  ^Ministers    have    on 
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occasions  aired  themselves,  to  the  edification  of  a  curious  political  crowd  down  below  on  the 
public  roadway.  At  present  the  apartment  serves  the  purposes  of  a  workroom  for  jNIr. , Balfour, 
and  it  is  furnished  simply  and  plainly,  neither  better  nor  worse  tlian  the  office  of  any  successful 
business  man.  A  writing-table  naturally  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  room,  but  it  is  not 
nuich  used  by  the  Premier.  He  prefers  to  do  his  writing  standing,  and  his  chief  work-place 
is  a  high  desk  placed  near  the  window  so  as  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  light.  Looking 
around  this  unassuming  chamber,  the  visitor  finds  it  difficult  to  believe  that  it  is  actually  what 
it  is — the  Holy  of  Holies  of  British  statesmanship. 

A  more  impressive  note  is  struck  when  the  next  floor  is  reached,  and  the  intruder  steps 
intii  the  ju-incipal  drawing-room,  which  is  situated  immediately  above  the  Council  Chamber. 
It  is  here  that  Lord  Eeaconsfield  found  the  greatest  scope  for  his  zeal  for  renovation.  The 
general  scheme  of  colour  is  cream  and  gold.  The  embellishments  are  most  elaborate  and,  on 
the  whole,  highly  effective.  On  the  w.ills  are  many  portraits  of  former  First  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  the  oldest  picture  being  a  work  dated  1G33  by  an  unknown  artist  rein-esenting,  it 
is  believed,  Lord  Portland.  Amongst  the  modern  works  are  portraits  of  Lord  Beaconsfield, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  and  Lord  liosebery.  Next  to  this  handsome  room  is  a  smaller  apartment  used 
also  for  reception  puri>oses.  A  white  marble  mantelpiece  of  fine  design  and  a  beautiful  old  mirror 
compete    with   a    number    of   pictures  from    Sir.    Balfour's    collection    for    the  attention    of   the 
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visitor  as  he  jwsses  tlirongli  on  liis  way  to  tlir  inoriiiiig-rooiii.  This  is  the  Premier's  favourite 
apartment.  It  cominaiids  a  lieautiful  prospect  over  >St.  James's  Park,  and  ijossibly  may  have 
been  the  self-same  room  in  wliicli  Horace  Walpole  wrote  so  enthusiastically  of  No.  10  on 
that  beautiful  summer  evening  in  1742.  Anotiier  fine  apaiiment  is  that  known  as  "Pitt's 
dining-room " — so  called  because  the  chamber  was  built  during  the  great  statesman's 
Premiership.  On  the  walls  hang  several  of  Sir  Edward  Burne-.lones's  pictures — including  his 
last  work — which  were  bnmght  to  Downing  Street  by  Mr.  Balfour.  Xext  to  the  Council 
Chamber,  this  room  has  the  greatest  associations  of  any  in  the  house.  Here  for  many  years, 
with  occasional  interruptions,  the  Ministerial  full-dress  dinners  which  precede  the  opening  of 
Parliament  have  been  held,  and  questions  of  policy  confidentially  discussed  over  the  reading  of 
the  Ivoyal  speech  to  be  submitted  to  the  two  Houses  on  the  morrow.  In  times  when  i)olitical 
feeling  ran  high,  the  gatherings  must  have  been  full  of  interest.  On  all  occasions,  having 
regard  to  the  elements  brought  together  and  the  strictly  confidential  character  of  the  proceed- 
ings, the  dinners  could  not  fail  to  jiroduce  incidents  of  more  than  passing  note.  Below  tliift 
dining-room  is  "  Pitt's  kitchen,"  a  chamber  conceived  on  a  scale  which  might  be  imagined 
from  the  magnificence  of  the  statesman's  tradesmen's  bills.  A  number  of  smaller  apartments. 
chiefly  devoted  to  official  purposes,  and  suites  of  bedrooms  complete  the  establishment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  official  residence  does  not  present  the  same  points  of 
interest  possessed  by  its  neighbours.  Nevertheless,  it  has  a  history  which  is  worth  recounting. 
Acquired  early  in  the  last  century  for  office  purjsoses,  it  became  in  time  to  be  regarded  as  an 
appanage  of  the  Finance  Minister's  office.  Mr.  Gladstone,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  lived 
in  it  in  1854,  and  again  for  some  time  previous  to  186G.  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  (Lord  Iddes- 
leigh),  when  Chancellor,  was  a  tenant  from  1874  to  1880.  Subsequently  for  a  time  two  of 
j\Ir.  Gladstone's  private  secretaries  were  piermitted  to  reside  in  the  house.  Sir  ^lichael  Hicks- 
Beach  was  an  occupant  both  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  Sir  William  Harcourt  was  in  residence  from  1892  to  1895.  In  recent  times  the 
building  has  been  a  good  deal  altered,  notably  in  1879-80,  when  a  large  room  for  official 
banquets  and  deputations  was  added. 

Occupying,  as  the  official  residences  do,  a  valuable  site  in  the  heart  of  the  official  quarter, 
acting  as  a  slender  wedge  of  drab  brickwork  in  the  centre  of  a  block  of  massive  masonry,  they 
will  most  probably,  before  many  years  have  elapsed,  give  place  to  structures  more  ornate  and 
better  adapted  to  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  put.  But  whether  they  disappear  or  not. 
Downing  Street  is  a  name  which  will  live  in  the  annals  of  statesmanshijj  and  of  diplomacy. 

Conclusion. 
Here  we  must  bring  our  long  survey  to  a  close.  There  are  many  points  connected  with 
the  work  of  Parliament  which  might  still  be  touched  upon  and  byways  of  political  life  which 
could  yet  be  explored  with  interest  and  profit.  But,  tempting  as  the  inducements  are  to- 
wander  into  fresh  fields,  the  limits  of  sjjace  imposed  inexorably  call  a  halt.  Inadequate,  how- 
ever, as  the  work  necessarily  is  in  many  respects,  having  regard  to  the  immensity  of  the 
theme,  probably  sufficient  has  been  written  to  induce  the  general  reader  to  make  closer 
acquaintance  with  the  remarkable  history  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  and  with  the  moving 
record  of  the  Mother  of  Parliaments  which  has  had  its  home  there.  If  this  end  is  accom- 
2)lished,  the  labours  of  the  authors  will  not  have  been  entirely  in  vain. 
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7        .       . 

.       1708 

8 

1 

.       1734 

15 

1774 

9 

.       1710 

15 

.       1741 

21 

1780 

■I       „       . 

.       1713 

21 

1, 

.       1747 

24 

.       1784 

1  George  I.     . 

,    1714-15 

27 

. 

1 754 

30 

.       1790 

8 

.       1722 

1  George  III. 

.       1761 

36 

.       1796 

PARLIAMENTS    OF    THE    UNITED    KINGDOM. 


41  George  III. 

1801 

3  William  IV 

18.33 

32  Victoria 

1868 

42 

1802 

5 

1835 

37 

1874 

46 

1806 

1  Vietoria 

1837 

43 

1880 

47 
53 

1807 
1812 

11           W 

1841 
1847 

49 
50 

1885 
1886 

58 

1818 

16 

1852 

56 

1892 

1  George  IV. 

1820 

20 

1857 

59 

1895 

7 

1826 

22 

1859 

64 

1900 

1  William  IV 

1830 

28 

1865 

1  Edward  VII. 

1901 

1 

1831 

PARLIAMENTS    AND    CONVENTIONS    OF    THE    ESTATES    OF 

SCOTLAND. 


David  II. 

1357-67 

54  James  VI.   . 

1621 

17  Charles  II.  . 

1665 

James  I.  . 

1434-5 

54  and  55  James  W. 

1621 

18           ,.            .         . 

1667 

James  11. 

1439-58 

1  Charles  I.    . 

1625 

21-26  Charles  II.     . 

1669-74 

James  III. 

1462-87 

4-9       „            .         .         . 

1628-.33 

30 

1678 

James  IV. 

1488-1509 

6           „            .         .         . 

1630 

33 

1681 

James  V.  . 

1513-40 

15-17  Charles  I.       . 

1639-41 

1  and  2  James  VII. 

1685-6 

IMary 

1542-67 

19-20 

1643-4 

1  William  aiul  Mary 

1689 

James  VI. 

1567-1609 

20-22          „                .         . 

1644-7 

1-5                „                  ; 

46  James  VI. 

1612 

23  Charles  I.— 3  Charles 

7-13  William 

1689-1702 

50          „ 

1017 

II 

1648-51 

1  Anne    ...       J 

50 

1617 

12-15  Charles  II.     . 

1661-3 

2-6  Anne 

1703-7 

PARLIAMENTS    HELD    IN    IRELAND. 


15.59  Jan.  12 
1568  „  17 
1585  April  26 
1613  May  18 
1634  July  14 
1639  jSfareh  16 
1661  May  8 


to  1559  Feb.  1 

„  1571  April  25 

„  1580  :\Iay  14 

,,  1615  Oct.  24 

.,  1635  Ajiril  18 

.,  1648  Jan.  30 

„  1666  August  8 


1692  Oct.  5 
1695  August  27 
1703  Sept.  21 
1713  Nov.  25 
1715  .  „   12 
1727   „   28 


to  1693  June  26 

„  1699   „   14 

„  1713  May  6 

„  1714  August  1 

„  1727  June  11 

„  1760  Oct.  25 


1761  Oct.  22 
1769  „  17 
1776  June  18 
1783  Oct.  14 
1790  May  20 
1798  Jan.  9 


1768  May  28 
1776  April  5 
1783  July  25 
1790  April  8 
1797  July  11 
1800  Dec.  31 
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LORD    CHANCELLORS    AND    KEEPERS    OF    THE   GREAT    SEAL. 

is  a  list  of  the  Loiil   High    Cluuicellors  and  Lord   Keepers  of  the  Great  Seal 


Tlie  foUowin 
of  England  :  — 

1067.  ]Maurice,  Bishop  of  London. 

lOfiS.  Herfast,    afterwards    Bishojj    of    Elni- 

hani. 

1070.  O.sbern.   Bishop  of  E.xeter. 

1073.  Osmund,  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

1078.  jMaurice,   Bishop  of  London. 

1083.  ^ViUiani  de  Beaufeau.  ]5ishop  of  Thet- 

fort. 

1080.  VriUiam  Gifford. 

1090.  Robert  Bloet. 

1093.  Waldrie. 

1094.  William  (iiffard,  Bishop  of  Vrin Chester. 
1101.  Ivoger.  Bishop  of  Salisburv. 

1103.  William  Gitiard. 

1104.  Waldrie. 
1107.     Ranulf. 

1124.  Geoffrey  Rufus. 

1135.  Roger  of  Salisbury. 

1139.  PhUii.. 

1142.  Thi-oliald.  Arehbishop  of  Canterbury. 

1154.  Thomas  a  Beeket. 

1173.  Ralph  de  WarneviUe. 

1182.  tieoflVev  I'lantagenet.  Archbishop  of 
^'ork. 

1189.  William  de  Longchamp. 

1197.  Eustace.  Bishop  of  Ely. 

1199.  Hubert  Vralter.  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury. 

1205.  Walter  de  Grey,  Archbishop  of  York. 

1213.  Peter  des  Roches,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

1214.  Walter  de  Grey. 
Richard  de  INIarisco. 

1220.  Ralph  Neville. 

1238.  Simon  de  Cantilape. 

1240.  Richard,  Abbot  of  Evesham. 

1242.  Silvester  of  Eversden. 

1240.  John  ^Mansel. 

1250.  William  de  Kilkenny. 

1255.  Henry  Wingham,  Bishop  of  London. 

1258.  Vralter  de  Merton,  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

1260.  Nicholas  of  Ely. 

1261.  Walter  de  :Merton. 
1263.  Nicholas  of  Ely. 
1265.  Thomas  de  Cantilape. 

Walter  Gifford. 

1206.  (iodfrey  Gifford. 
1268.     John  Chishull. 


1269. 
1272. 

1273. 
1292. 
1302. 
1304. 
1307. 

1310. 

1314. 
1318. 
1320. 
1323. 
1327. 


1330. 
1334. 
1335. 

1337. 
1338. 

1340. 


1341. 
1343. 
1345. 
1349. 
1356. 

1363. 
1367. 

1371. 
1372. 

1377. 
1378. 
1379. 

1381. 
1382. 


Richard  ]\liddIeton. 

John  Kirkeby. 

Walter  de  ^Merton. 

Robert   Burnell. 

John  Langton. 

William  (ireenfield. 

V/illiam  Hamilton. 

Ralph  de  Baldock. 

John  Langton. 

^^'alter  Reynolds,  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester. 

John  Sandall. 

John  Hotham,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

John  Salmon,  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

Robert  de  l^aldock. 

.lohn  Hotham. 

Henry  de  Clyff. 

Henry  de  Burghersh,  Bishop  of  liincoln. 

John  Stratford,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

Richard  Bury,  Bishop  of  Durham. 

John  Stratford,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
1.1  ury. 

Robert  Stratford. 

Richard  ]^>yiiterw()rth.  Bishop  of 
London. 

Archbishop  Stratford. 

Robert  Stratford,  Bishop  of  Chichester. 

William  Kildesby. 

Sir  Robert  Bourchier. 

Sir  Robert  Parnyng. 

Robert  Sadyngton. 

John  Uffoi'd. 

John  Thoresby,   Bishop  of  St.  Davids. 

William  Edington,  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester. 

Simon  Ijanghaui,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

William  of  Wykeham,  Bishop  of 
Winchester. 

Sir  Robert  Thorpe. 

Sir  Richard  Scrope. 

Sir  John  Knyvett. 

Adam  Houghton,  Bishop  of  St.  Davids. 

Sir  R.  Scrope. 

Simon  of  Sudbury.  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

Richard,  Earl  Arundel. 

Robert  Braybrook,  Bishop  of  London. 
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1383.     Sir  .Miehaol  dc  !a  Polo. 

1386.     Thomas       Arnmlel.       Arclibisliop       of 

Canterbury. 
1389.     William  of  Wykeham. 
1391.     Archbishop  Arundel. 
139(i.     Edmund  Stafford,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 
1399.     Archbishop  Arundel. 

,,         John  Scarle. 
1401.     Edmund  Stafford. 
1403.     Hem-y  Beaufort,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
1405.     Thomas  Langley,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
1407.     Thomas  Arundel. 
1410.     Thomas  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Dorset. 

1412.  Archbishop  Arundel. 

1413.  Henry      Beaufort,      Bishop     of     Win- 

chester. 
1417.     Bishoji  Longley. 
1422.     Simon  Ganstede. 
1424.     Henry  Beaufort. 
1426.     John  Kemp,  Bishoji  of  London. 
1432.     John    Stafford,    Bi.shop    of    Bath    and 

Wells. 
1450.     John  Kemp,  Archbishop  of  York. 

1454.  Eichard  Neville,  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

1455.  Thomas      Bourchier,     Archbishop      of 

Canterbury'. 

1456.  William      of'WaynBete,     Bishop     of 

Winchester. 

1460.     Thomas      Bourchier,      Archbishop      of 
Canterbury. 

1463.     Eobert  Kirkeham. 

1467.     Eobert    Stillington,    Bishop    of    Bath 
and  Wells. 

1473.     Lawrence  Booth,  Bishop  of  Durham. 

1475.     Thomas  Eotheram,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

1483.     John  Eussell,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

1485.     Thomas  Barowe. 
„         Bishop   Alcock. 

1487.     Archbishop  ^lorton." 

1500.     Henry  Deane. 

1504.     William      Warhara,      Archbishop      of 
Canterbury. 

1525.     Cardinal  Wolsey. 

1529.     Sir  Thomas  :\Iore. 

1532.     Sir  Thomas  Audley. 

1544.     Tiiomas,  Lord  Wriothesley. 

1547.     William  Paulet,  Lord  St.  John. 

1551.     Thomas  Goodrich,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

1553.     Stephen    Gardiner,    Bishop    of    Win- 
chester. 

1556.     Nicholas  Heath,  Archbishop  of  York. 

1558.     Sir  Nicholas  Bacon. 


l.")79.  Sir  Thomas  Bromley. 

1587.  Sir  Christopher  Hattcni. 

1591.  William  Cecil,  Lord  J'arghley. 

1592.  Sir  John  Puckering. 
1596.  Sir  Thomas  Egerton. 
1617.  Sir  Francis  Bacon. 

1621.  John  Williams,  Archbishop  of  York, 

1625.  Sir  Thomas  Coventry. 

1640.  Sir  John  Finch. 

1641.  Sir  Edward  Littleton. 
1645.  Sir  Eichard  Lane. 
1649-60.     Great  Seal  in  Commission. 
1660.  Edward  Hyde,  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
1667.  Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman. 

1672.  Anthony  Ashley,  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

1675.  Heneage  P'inch,  Lord  Nottingham. 

1682.  Francis  North,  Lord  Guilford. 

1685.  George,  Lord  Jeffreys. 

1689-93.     Great  Seal  in  Commission, 

1693.  John,  Lord  Somei-s. 

1700.  Sir  Nathan  Wright. 

1705.  William,  Lord  Cowper. 

1710.  Simon,  Lord  Harcourt. 

1714.  Lord  Cowper. 

1718.  Thomas  Parker,   Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

1725.  Sir  Peter  King. 

1733.  Charles,  Lord  Talbot. 

1737.  Philip  Yorke,  Lord  Hardwicke. 

1757.  Eobert,  Lord  Henley. 

1766.  Charles,  Lord  Camden. 

1770.  Charles  Yorke,  Lord  Morden. 

1771.  Henry  Bathurst,  Lord  Apsley. 
1778.  Edward,  Lord  Thurlow. 

1793.  Alexander,  Lord  Loughborough. 

1801.  John  Scott,  Lord  Eldon. 

1806.  Thomas,  Lord  Erskine. 

1807.  Lord  Eldon. 

1827.  John    Singleton    Copley,    Lord    Lynd- 

hurst. 

1830.  Henry,  Lord  Brougham. 

1834.  Lord  Lyndhurst. 

1836.  Charles  Pepys,   Lord  Cottenham. 

1841.  Lord  Lyndhur.st. 

1846.  Lord  Cottenham. 

1850.  Thomas  Wilde,  Lord  Truro. 

1852.  Edward  Sugden,  Lord  St.  Leonards. 

„  Eobert  Eolfe,  Lord  Cranworth. 

1858.  Frederic  Thesiger,  Lord  Chelmsford. 

1859.  John,  Lord  Campbell. 

1861.  Eichard  Bethell,  Lord  Westbury. 

1865.  Lord  Cranworth. 

1866.  Lord  Chelmsford. 
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1868.     Hugh,  Lord  Cairns. 

^^'illiam  Page  Wood,  Lord  Hatherlev. 
1872.     Sir  Roundell  Palmer,  Lord  Selborne. 
1874.     Earl  Cairns. 
1880.     Earl  Selborne. 


1885. 
1886. 


1892. 
1895. 


Sir  Hardinge  (iift'ard.  Lord  Halsbur^ 
Sir  Farrer,  Lord  Iferschcll. 
Lord  Halsbury. 
Lord  Herschell. 
Lord  Halsbiirv. 


SPEAKERS    OF    THE    HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

_'ommons  : — 

William  Tresham. 

John  Say. 

Sir  John  Popham. 

William  Tresham. 

Sir  William  Oldhall. 

Thomas  Thorpe. 

Sir  Thomas  Cliarlton. 

Sir  John  Wenlock. 

Thomas  Tresham. 

John  Green. 

Sir  James  Strarigeways. 

John  Say. 

William  Alyngton. 

John  Wood. 

William  Cate.sby. 

Thomas  Lovell. 

John  ^lordaunt. 

Sir  Thomas  Fitzwilliam. 

Ei chard  Empson. 

Sir  Reginald  Bray. 

Robert  Drurv. 

Thomas  Inglefield. 

Edmund  Dndley. 

Thomas  Inglefield. 

Sir  Robert  Sheffield. 

Thomas  Nevill. 

Sir  Thomas  ]\Iore. 

Thomas  Andley. 

Sir  Humphry  Wingfield. 

Richard  Rich. 

Sir  Nicholas  Hare. 

Thomas  3Ioyle. 

Sir  John  Baker. 

Sir  James  Dyer. 

John  Pollard. 

Robert  Brooke. 

Clement  Heighara. 

John  Pollard. 

William  C<!rdell. 

Sir  Thomas  (iargrave. 

Thomas  Wyllianis. 

Richard  Onslow. 


The  foil 

iwing  is  a  list  of  the  Speakers  of  the  House  of  C 

1259. 

Peter  de  [Montfort. 

1447. 

1332. 

Scrope. 

1449. 

1339. 

William  Trussel. 

1377. 

Sir  Peter  de  la  iNIare. 

., 

Sir  Thomas  Hungerford.' 

1451. 

1378. 

Sir  James  Pickering. 

1452. 

1379, 

Sir  John  Goldesburgh. 

., 

138L 

Sir  Richard  de  Waldsgrave. 

1454. 

1382. 

Sir  James  Pickering. 

1459. 

1393. 

Sir  John  Bussey. 

1460. 

1399. 

Sir  John  Cheyne. 

1461. 

1400. 

John  Doreward. 

1467. 

1401. 

Sir  Arnold  Savage. 

1472. 

1402. 

Sir  Henry  Redford. 

1482. 

1404. 

Sir  Arnold  Savage. 

1484. 

1405. 

Sir  William  Esturmy. 

I486. 

1406. 

Sir  John  Tibetot  (or  Tiptoft). 

1487. 

1408. 

Thomas  Chaucer. 

1489. 

1413. 

William  Sturton. 

1491. 

John  Doreward. 

1495. 

1414. 

Wautir  (or  Walter)  Hungerford. 

„ 

Thomas  Chaucer. 

1497. 

1415. 

Richard  Redman. 

1503. 

,, 

Sir  Walter  Beauchamp. 

1510. 

1416. 

Roger  Flower. 

1512. 

1420. 

Roger  Hurst. 

1514. 

1421. 

Thomas  Chaucer. 

1523. 

,, 

Richard  Baynard. 

1529. 

1422. 

Roger  Flower. 

1534. 

1423. 

John  Russel. 

1536. 

1425. 

Sir  Thomas  Wanton. 

1539. 

Sir  Richard  A'ernon. 

1542. 

1427. 

John  Tyrrell. 

1547. 

1429. 

William  Alyngton. 

1553. 

1431. 

John  Tyrrell. 

1432. 

John  Russel. 

1554. 

1433. 

Roger  Hurst. 

,, 

1435. 

John  Bowes. 

1.^55. 

1436. 

Sir  John  Tyrrell. 

1558. 

1438. 

William  Burley. 

1559. 

1439. 

William  Tresham. 

1562. 

1444. 

William  Burley. 

1565. 

'  Tlie  first  to  receive 

the  title  of  Speaker. 
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1.371. 
1.J72. 
1581. 
1585. 
1589. 
1592. 
159(1. 
KIOl. 
l(Ji):i. 
I(il4. 
I(i2(). 
1624. 
l()2(i. 
](i28. 
1040. 

1653. 
1654. 
1656. 
1658. 

1659. 
1660. 
1661. 
1673. 

1078. 

1079. 


Christopher  Wray. 

Kohort   Boll. 

John  P()i)liain. 

Sir  John  Piickeriiig. 

Sergeant   Siiagg. 

Edward  Coke. 

Sergeant  "i'elverton. 

Sergeant  Crooke. 

Sergeant   Philips. 

Sir   Randolph   Crrwo. 

Sergeant  Kichardson. 

Sir  Thomas  Crewe. 

Sir  Jfeneage  ?'inch. 

Sir  .lolni    Kineh. 

Sir  John  (ilan\ille. 

William  Lent  hall. 

P'rancis  Kous. 

William  Lenthall. 

Sir  Thomas  Widdrington. 

Challoner  Chute. 

Sir  Lilleborne  Long. 

Thomas  Bamfield. 

Sir  Ifarbottle  Grimston. 

Sir  Edward  Turner. 

Sir  Joli   Charlton. 

lulward  Seymour. 

Sir  Kobert  Sawyer. 

Edward  Seymour. 

Sergeant  Gregory. 


1 080. 

William  Williams. 

1681. 

Henry  Powle. 

1685. 

Sir  .lohn  Trevor. 

1089. 

llrnry    Pnwlc. 

1090. 

Sir  .John  Tre\or. 

1095. 

Paul  Foley. 

1098. 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton. 

1701. 

Kohcit    Ilarley. 

1705. 

.lohn  Smith. 

17(18. 

Sir  Iv.  Onslow. 

1710. 

William  Bromley. 

1714. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer. 

1715. 

Spencer  Comptou. 

172S. 

.\rthur  Onslow. 

1761. 

Sir  John  Oust. 

1770. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton. 

1780. 

Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall. 

1789. 

Hon.  William  Wyndham  Gren 

ville. 

Henry  Addington. 

1801. 

Sir  John  Mitford. 

1802. 

Charles  Abbot. 

1817. 

Charles  IManners  Sutton. 

1835. 

James  Abercromby. 

1839. 

('harles  Shaw  Lefevre. 

1857. 

John  Evelyn  Denison. 

1872. 

Henry  Bou\erie  Brand. 

1884. 

Arthur  W.  Peel. 

1895. 

William  Court  Gully. 

INDEX 


A  Becket,  Thomas,  423  (with  ill.). 
Abbot,  Charles  (Lord  Colchester),  226, 

323     (///.),    350,    351,     352,    393, 

394  (ill.). 
Abbot,  last  to  sit  in  Parliament,  300. 
Abercrombv,  James  (Lord  Dunferm- 
line), 324  (///.),  353,  459. 
Aberdeen,  the  Earl  of,  4TG,  494,  495. 
Abingdon,  the  Earl  of,  550. 
Act  of  Dissolution,  46. 
Adam,  415. 
Addington,Henry(LordSidmoutb),58 

(with  ill.),  200,  201,  286,  350,  448. 
Addison,  .Joseph,  96,  97  (with  ill.). 
Address  to  the  Throne,  the  first,  298. 
Adomar  (Bishop- Elect  of  Winchester), 

318. 
Airy,  G.  B.,  279,  280,  281. 
Aislabie,  411. 

Albemarle,  the  Duke  of,  345  (ill.),  552. 
Alexander  of  Scotland,  King,  10,  138. 
Alexandra,    Queen,    314,    Colourku 

Plate  facing  p.  241. 
Alfred,  9  (///.). 
xVllington,  Lord,  187. 
Almack's,  126,  120  {ill.). 
Althorp,  Lord,  218  (with  ill.). 
Aneaster,  the  Duchess  of,  90. 
Anglesey,  Lord,  90. 
Anne  Boleyn,  186. 
Anne  of  Cleves,  186. 
Anne,  Princess,  565. 
Anne, Queen, 96 (with  ///.), 99  (///.), 294. 
Anne  (Queen  of  Eichard  III.),  184. 
Annesley,  Sir  John,  536,  537. 
Anti-Corn  Law  League,  480. 
Apsley.  Sir  Allen,  81. 
Arch,  Joseph,  507. 
Argvle.  the  Duke  of,  81. 
Argyll,  the  Duke  of,  493  ((7/.). 
Avniada,  fulsome  speech  as  to,  23. 
Armitsttad,  Mr.,  144. 
Arrest  of  five  members,  attempted,  39. 
Arundel,  the  Earl  of,  152,  176,  306. 
"  Asian  Mystery,"  498. 
Asquith.  Herbert  Henry,  520,  528,  530 

(with  ill.). 
Assassination  of  Perceval,  82. 
"Atrocious  crime  of  being  a  young 

man,"  110 
Atterbury,  Bishop,  442  {ill.),  444,  566. 
Attire.     See  Dress. 
Aubrey,  425. 
Ayloffe,  John,  386. 

Babington,  Thomas.  See  Macaulay. 
Bacon,  Sir  Francis,  424-8,  427  {ill.). 
Bacon,  Sir  Nicholas,  21  ((7/.),  300,  302. 

304,  424. 
Baillie,  Thomas,  449. 
Balfour,  A.  J.,  144,  420,  504,  512,  514, 

515  {ill.),  516,  518,  520,  528,  532, 

576,  577,  578. 
Balliol,  John,  560. 


Balmerino,  Lord,  156. 
Bambridge,  Thomas,  Coloueed  Plate 
facing  p.  201,  411,  412,  414,   415 
(with  ill.). 
Bamfield,  Thomas,  343. 
Bar  of  the  House,  27  {ill.).  244  ((7/.), 
380.  395,  303  {ill.).  310  (87/.),  373 
{ill.),  381  ((7/.),  389  {ill.).  393  (i7/.), 
395  (ill.)  ;  kneeling  at  the,  387. 
"  Barebones   Parliament,  the  Praise- 
God,"  48. 

Barre,  Colonel,  119, 120, 121,  122  (ill.). 

Barry,  Lady,  170. 

Barry,  Mr.  E.  M.,  K.A.,  286. 

Barry,  Sir  Charles,  135,  169, 170  (with 
ill.),  171,  172,  229,  231-7,  250 
(with  ill.),  262,  269,  278,  279,  281, 
284,  286,  296. 

Barttelot,  Sir  Walter,  85. 

"  Batavian  Graces,"  498. 

Bath,  the  Earl  of.     See  Pultcney,  W. 

"  Bats,  Parliament  of,"  60. 

Beaconsfield,  the  Earl  of,  316,  467 
{ill.),  468,  469,  471,  476,  477  ((7/.), 
478,  479  (with  ill.),  481,  482,  483, 
484,  486,  487,  489,  490,  492-9,  502, 
503  ((7/.),  504,  520,  524,  574,  577. 

Beauchamp,  William  tie,  176. 

Bech,  the  Rev.  J.,  262. 

Bede,  the  Venerable,  1. 

Bedford,  the  Duke  of,  210. 

"Begum  Speech,"  the,  124. 

Belet,  Ma.ster  Michael,  176. 

Bell,  Sir  Robert,  335  {ill.). 

Bellamy,  John,  69  {ill.),  70,  72,  73,  74, 
75,  80,  265,  266. 

Bellamy's,  Dickens  describes,  72. 

Bellingham,  John,  82,  84. 

Bennet,  Thomas,  441. 

Benson,  384. 

Bentinck,  Lord  George,  484  {ill.),  486, 
489. 

Berkshire,  the  Earl  of,  550. 

Bernard,  Sir  R.,  120. 

Bet  in  the  House,  10.3. 

Beverley,  the  Provost  of,  297. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  SL,  507  {ill.), 
508,  510. 

Bidmead,  Reginald,  370. 

Biddulph,  General  Sir  Michael,  314. 

"  Big  Ben,"  282,  283,  279-84  {ills). 

Biggar,  58. 

Bigod,  297. 

Bigot,  Roger,  138. 

Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  211. 

Bill  of  Rights,  56. 

Bill,  Reform,  215,  217  (ill.),  218  (;7/.), 
219  (j7/.),  497. 

Bills,  Private,  374. 

Bills,  Public,  374. 

Bindon,  the  Viscountess,  300. 

Blake,  Admiral,  487  ((7/.). 

Bloody  Assize,  434. 

Blue  Boar's  Head  Inn,  542  (;7/.),  544. 


Blunt,  Segrave,  150. 

Bohun.  297. 

Bolingbroke,  Viscount,  95,  96,  Col- 

ouKED  Plate  faciii;/  p.  97. 
Bond,  Parliament  de  la,  60. 
Bonner,  Bishop,  336. 
Boswell,  569. 
Bothmar,  Baron,  568. 
Bothmar,  Count,  550. 
Bourke,  Mr.,  385. 
Boyce,  411. 

Bradlaugh,  84,  510  {ill.),  511  (with  ///.). 
Bradshaw,  153. 
Brand,     Henry    Bouverie    (Viscount 

Hampden),   354,   35.5,    358   {ill.), 

376,  499  (ill.),  501. 
Brereton,  Richard,  147. 
Bridgeman,Sir  Orlando,  429,  432  (ill.). 
Bright,  267. 
Bright,  John,  480,  481  {ill.),  494,  497, 

504. 
Bristol,  the  Earl  of,  160,  428,  463. 
Broadhurst,  Henry,  506,  507. 
Brodrick,  the  Hon.  William  St.  John, 

528  (i7/.l,  520,  532. 
Brodrick,  Sir  Allan,  81. 
Bromlev,  Sir  Honrv,  23. 
Brougham,  Lord,  6  (ill.),  93,  90,  128, 

203  (ill.)  204  {ill.),  206,  207,  210- 

12,  214,  218  (with  ill.),  452  {ill.), 

453,  454,  455,  460. 
Bruce,  Mr.,  500. 
Buckingham,  the  Duke  of,  30, 52  (ill.), 

426,  552,  565. 
Buckingham,  the  Earl  of,   149  (ill.), 

151,  536. 
Burdett,  Sir  Francis,  218,  392  (with 

ill.),  393,  394,  395,  476. 
Burgess,  Dr.,  550. 
Burghley,  Lord,  23  (ill.),  CoLOur.ED 

Vh.vrEjacing  J).  41,  424. 
Burgovne,  General,  14G. 
Burgundy,  the  Duke  of,  80. 
Burke,  Edmund,  70, 103  (ill.),  104  (i7/.), 

113,  120,  121,  122,  123  (with  ill.), 

124,   126  ((7/.),  127,   128,   146,  161, 

162,  250,  348,  349,  447. 
Burke,  T.  N.,  554. 
Burlington,  Lord,  566. 
Burnet,  Bishop,  550  (with  ill.). 
Burns,  John,  506  (^7/.),  507. 
Burt,  Thomas,  504  {ill.),  505. 
Burton,  221,  222. 
Bury,  Baron,  440. 
Busby,  Dr.,  343. 
Bussev,  Sir  James,  310,  320. 
Bute,  Lord,  311  (note),  570. 
Butler,  Captain  T.  D.,  576  {ill.). 
Butler,  Sir  Francis,  387. 
Butler,  Sir  Thomas,  552. 
Byron  (William),  Lord,  158. 

Cairns,  Earl,  455,  457  {ill.). 
Call  of  the  House,  15. 
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Camden,  Lord,  446,  447  (ill.). 
Campbell,  J.oril,  225,  455  (with  ///.), 

403  OIL). 
Campbell-liaiiiiermaii,  Sir  Henry,  420, 

518,  528,  53U/«.). 
"  Candid  Friend,"  the,  481. 
Canning,  George,  Frontispikoe,  132, 

200  (with  ///.),  201,  202  (with  ill.), 

201,  2i)."i  (i/L),  206,  207,  208,  310, 

21  1,  212,  214,  452,  482  (with  ill.), 

48(!,  52(1. 
Canterbury,  Viscount.     See  Sutton, 
(^anutc,  4. 

(Carnarvon,  the  Eavl  of,  495  (ill.),  497. 
Carnwatli,  the  Earl  of,  155. 
Caroline,  Queen,  190,  19.3,  194  (/7/.), 

206,  211,  212  (with  ill.),  213  (ill.), 

215  (*«.),  452. 
Carteret,  Lord,  570. 
Carysfort,  Lord,  309. 
Castleniaine,  Lady,  428. 
Castlereagh,     Lord,     202,     204,    200 

(with  ill.). 
Caterton,  Thomas.    See  Katrington. 
Catesbv,  Robert,  265  (ill.),  266. 
(';ifrsl,"\,  Willi.mi,  331. 
(  'iillicui,  l.diil,  M. 

CulJH.Iir   i:iM;iiHi|,:ition,  206,  463,  510. 
Cave,  JM\\:n.l,  i':i2  (with  ill.),  223. 
Cavendi^li,  l.nnl,  54,62. 
Cavcndisli,  Lonl  Frederick,  554. 
('a,voii.li>li.  I.nid  .John,  70,  140. 
(•;i\(<ni,  Willi.-ini,  554. 
(Veil,  Iticliard,  556. 
Cecil,  Sir  William,  .302. 
Cecil,  William.     See  Burghlev,  Lord. 
Central  Hall,  the,  248  (with  til.). 
Chamberlain,  Austen,  521. 
Chamberlain,  .Joseph,  104  (note),  420, 

.504, 51 2, 51 S,  5Ut  (///.),  52(1.  521 ,522. 

"Chaiii|.a-iH-  S|.:rrli."  ihr,  ii:;. 
Chani]iinii,  thr  Kiiiu's.ii (///.),  l,s(j,  181, 

1^2  (///.),  KS7  (tlL),  l'J-2,  1IJ5  (ill.). 
Chancellor.s,  Lord,  10,  298,  316,  324, 

361,  362,  422-58,  581-3.    See  also  : 

A  Becket,  Thomas. 
Bacon,  Sir  Francis. 
Bacon,  Sir  Nicholas. 
Bridgeman,  Sir  Orlando. 
Brougham,  Lord. 
Burghley,  Lord. 
Cairns,  Lord. 
Camden,  Lord. 
Cnniiibcll,  Lord. 
Clieliiislnrd,  Lord. 
C'larenddii,  the  Karl  of. 
Cottenham,  Lord. 
Coventry,  Sir  Thomas. 
Cowper,  Lord. 
Crane,  Sir  Fiichard. 
Cranworth,  Lord. 
De  Grey,  Walter. 
Eldon,  Lord. 
Erskine,  Lord. 
P'inch,  Heneage. 
Finch,  Sir  .John. 
Gardiner,  Stephen. 
Goodrich,  Thomas. 
Halsbury,  Lord. 
Harconrt,  Lord. 
llardui,-l<c.  Lord, 
llathrrlry.  Lord. 
llaUiin,  Sir  Chri.stopher. 


Heath,  Nicholas. 
Henley,  liOrd. 
Ilcrschell,  Jjord. 
.Jeffreys,  I^ord. 
King,  Sir  I'eter. 
Littleton,  Sir  Edward. 
Ijyndhur.st,  Lord. 
l\[ore.  Sir  Thomas. 
North,  Francis. 
Parker,  Thomas. 
I'uckering,  Sir  .John. 
Kicliard,  Abbot  of  Eve.sliam. 
Roger  of  Salisbury. 
St.  Leonards,  I^ord. 
Selborne,  Earl. 
Shaftesbury,  the  Earl  of. 
Simon  of  Sudbury. 
Somers,  I^ord. 
Talbot,  Lord. 
Thurlow,  Lord. 
Truro,  Jjord. 
Westbury,  Jjord. 
William  of  Wvkeham. 
Williams.  Jolni. 
Wolscv,  Canliiial. 
Wright,  Sir  Nathan. 
Chancery,  the   Court   "f.   Coloured 

Pl,.\TF.  f'trill.f  p.  137. 

(!lianev,  Hcmv  .t.,  291. 

Chaplain  of  the  House,  the,  403. 

Chapter  House,  the,  16,  19  (ill.), 
553-7  (ills.),  558,  560,  562,  563. 

Charles  I.,  3  (ill.),  31  (ill.),  33  (ill), 
.30-44,  69,  152,  153  (with  ;V/.),  154 
(///.),  155  (///),  isiK///,).  L'5i,  L'l;:',, 
2N7.  i^ss  (,//.),  :)(!(;,  v.-i?,.  ■.vi\.  :■,  in, 
31:^,    iol,   -lu:.',    lui,    lull,   42^,  515, 

564,  566. 

Charles  II.,  32  (///.),  51-6,  67,  181 
(ill.),  186,  302  (ill.),  300,  307,  342, 
343,  344,  428,  429,  430,  432,  433, 

565,  566,  568. 

Charles,  the  Elector  Palatine,  39. 

Charles,  Prince,  .305. 

Charlton,  Sir  .lob,  307. 

Chatham.     See  Pitt. 

Chaucer,  Geoffrey,  12  (ill.). 

Chaucer,  Thomas,  330. 

Chaworth,  William,  158. 

C;helmsford,  Lord,  454  (ill),  455. 

Che.ster,  the  Earl  of,  174. 

Child  King  (Henry  VI.)  opens  Parlia- 
ment, 301. 

Cholmondeley,  the  Marquis  of,  314. 

Church,  A.  H.,  238. 

Churchill,  General,  105. 

Churchill,  Lord  Randolph,  252  (///.), 
254,  270  504,  512  (with  ill.),  513. 

Chute,  Clialloner,  343. 

('ity,  five  members  protected  in,  41. 

City  freedom  presented  to  Sir  Arthur 
Onslow,  348. 

City  of  Jjondon,  representation,  141  ; 
petitions,  371. 

Civil  War,  the,  42. 

''  Clandestine  Outlawries,"  364. 

Clarendon,  the  Earl  of,  428,  429,  4.30 
(ill).  431  (///.),  Coloured  Pl.\te 

f.u-nnj  I,   i:«. 
Clarkr,  M.S.,  -.w.)  (ill),  390  (ill)  301. 
Clark.-,  Sir  IMuard,  228  (ill),  230. 
Clayton,  Sir  R.,  12U,  344. 
Cliti'ord,  Lord,  430,  432. 
Clinton,  Lord,  300. 


Clock  Tower,  the,  270,  271  (///.),  272, 
275-84  (with  ills.). 

Cloisters,  the,  287  (ill.),  560  (ill). 

Closure,  376". 

Coalition  .Ministry,  the,  494. 

(^obbett,  506. 

Cobden,  Richard,  480  (with  ///.),  1S3, 
488. 

Cobham,  Lady,  90. 

Cochrane,  Lord,  394,  418  (with  ill.). 

Cockburn,  Lord,  471. 

Cockpit,   the,   46,   308,  309,  564,  565, 
566,  567. 

Coke,  Sir  Edward,   26,  29  (ill.),  32, 
339  (with  ill.). 

Colchester,  Lord,  309,  350,  393.     See 
also  Abbot,  Charles. 

Cole,  556. 

Commissions,  Royal,  419. 

Committee  of  Supply  described,  366. 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  de- 
scribed, 368. 

Committee  Rooms,  406  (ill.). 

Committees,  Coloured  Pl.\te  facing 
p.  201,  366,  .376,  406-20. 

Commons,  the  Hoii.sr  of,  in  ,si\t(Miith 
century,  8,  17-l'  1  ;  in  cai  l\  lii-tory, 
9-16;  in  si-\int('entii  rmiur.v, 
25-56;  in  eighteenth  century, 
Frontispiece,  95-1.32 ;  in  nine- 
teenth century,  200-20,  450-534; 
social  aspects  of,  67-7i:;  tin'  LoMiy, 
77-85;  ladies  at  the  lloii,c,  n7-:i4; 
destruction  of,  104-72 ;  disii-ip- 
tion  of,  231-6,  251-9. 
Illustrations  of  :  37,  40,  42,  45,  47, 
67,  70,  71,  76,  77,  79,  81,  83,  84, 
85,  90,  92,  93,  101,  102,  108,  125, 
142,  1.52,  166,  167,  207,  217,  227, 
231,  251-63,  272,  287,  300,  :J65, 
367,  370,  384,  505. 

Commonwealth,  the,  45-50. 

Compton,  Bishop,  565. 

Compton,   Sjieucer,   350  (note).      See 
\Vilmington,  Earl  of. 

Convention  Parliament,  the,  51 ;  the 
Second,  56. 

Conway,  General,  540. 

Conyers,  John,  552. 

Cooke,  William,  382,  384. 

Cooper,    Anthony   Ashlev,   429,   430, 
432,  433,  434  (with  il'l). 

Cooper,  Jlr.,  165. 

Copley,  John   Singleton.     Si-e  Lynd- 
hurst,  Lord. 

Copyright  I'.ill,  473. 

L'ornwall,  Charles  W.,  348  (///.),  350. 

Coronations,  5  (ill.),  67,  173-09  (with 
ills.). 

Cottenham,  Lord,  455. 

Cottingham,  Mr.,  442. 

Cottington,  Mrs.,  385. 

Cotton,  Sir  Robert,  29. 

Count  out  dr.-.,  rilifd,  370. 

Couia.Ma,  Alilie,  560. 

Court  ol  Claims,  the,  188  (///.). 

Court  of  Exchequer,  the,  7,  8. 

Court  of  Requests,  the  old,  8. 

Coventry,  Sir  John,  52,  53  (ill.),  54 
(with  ///.). 

Coventry,  Sir  Thoma.=,  426  (ill.),  428. 

Cow-per,  556. 

Cowper,  Earl,  347,  -143,  444. 

Craggs,  411. 
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Uranborne,  Lord.  See  Salisbury, 
the  jMiiniuis  of. 

Crane,  Sir  liichard,  428. 

Uranwortli,  Lord,  455. 

Crew,  Sir  Tliuiua<,  29. 

Crimean  war  debates,  495. 

"  Crisis,  tlie,"  Addison's  pamphlet,  98. 

Cromartie,  Lord,  156. 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  38,  42,  45,  46  (with 
ill.),  (7  (with  ill.),  48,49,50,64, 
1:.:!.  lii;:'.,  i's«,  342,  344  {ill.),  404 

{ill  ),  .-iC-l,  .-iCS. 

Cromwell,  Richard,  49,  50,  342,  444. 
Crooke,  Sergeant,  23,  320,  322. 
Crosby,  Lord  ^Mayor,  119,  225. 
Crowie,  Mr.,  387. 
Crypt  Chapel,  the,  7  {ill.),  285  (with 

ill.),  286,  287. 
Crypt    Chapel    used    for    Speaker's 

dinners,  58. 
Cust,  Sir  John,  348. 

Dacre,  Lord,  152. 

Dagger  Speech,  Burke's,  121. 

Dance,  415. 

David  of  Scotland,  King,  140. 

Debates,  reporting  of,  221. 

De  Brewes,  Mary,  149. 

De  Brewes,  AVilliam,  149,  150. 

D'Ewes,  Sir  Symonds,  221,  298,  302, 

304,  305,  306. 
De  Grey  (Lord  Chief  Justice),  349. 
DeGri'v.  Walter,  423. 
De  Hixhaiii,  !;..-(  r,  149. 
De  la.  Mare,  Sif  IV-ter,  320. 
De  Montfort,  Peter.  318. 
De  Segrave,  Sir  John,  150. 
Debt,  member  imprisoned  for,  25. 
Denison,  E.  B.,  280,  281,  284. 
Denison,     John     Evelyn    (Viscount 

Ossington),   353,   354,   355    {ill.), 

356  {ill.). 
Dent,  jNIr.,  279,  280. 
Deputy  Speaker  appointed,  326. 
Derby,   the   Earl   of,  178.      See  also 

Stanley,  Lord. 
Derwentwater,  the  Earl  of,  155. 
Devereux,  Robert.    See  Essex,  Earl  of. 
Devonshire,  the  Duchess  of,  541  (with 

ill.). 
Devonshire,  the   Duke   of,   314,  527, 

528,  529  {ill.). 
Dickens,  Charles,  73  {ill.),  2.30. 
Digby,  John,  38. 
Digby,  Sir  Everard,  267,  269. 
Dieevs.  Sir  Dudley,  29,  30. 
Dilke,  Sir  Cliul.s,  500,  501. 
Dining  at  the  l|,,use,  67. 
Dining-Rooni,  House   of   Commons, 

the,  71  (///.). 
Dining-Room,  House  of  Lords,  72(27/.). 
Dinners,  Speaker's,  57  ;  Parliamentary 

full-dress,  309  ;  whitebait,  316. 
Disestablishment,  499. 
Disraeli,  Benjamin.    See  Beaconsfield. 
Division,  85,  94,  379. 
Divisions,  great,  105,  217,  487. 
Dodington.  George  I5ubb  (Lord  Mel- 
combe),  105  (with  ill.),  566. 
Dormer,  441,  44.3. 
Dorrington,  Mr.,  167. 
Dorset,  the  Duke  of,  550. 
Dorset,  Lord,  565. 
Downing,  Sir  George,  568. 


Downing  Street,  568-78  (with  Col- 
oured Pl.\te). 

Dream  related  in  the  House,  31. 

Dress  of  members,  58-66. 

Drinking  customs,  81. 

Dudley,  Edward,  331,  332. 

Dudley,  Lord.  130. 

Dudley,  Lord  Robert,  302,  304. 

Duels,  106,  202. 

Duncannon,  216. 

Dunfermline,  Lord.  Sec  Abercronil>y, 
James. 

Dunning,  Mr.,  120. 

Dutton,  Sir  Ralph,  383. 

Dyco,  Mr.,  R.A.,  238. 

Dymmok,  Henry,  181. 

Dymmok,  Rev.  John,  181. 

Dymmok,  Sir  John,  180. 

Earle,  Mr.,  414. 

Earle,  Sir  Walter,  39. 

Edgeworth,  Miss,  92. 

Edward  the  Black  Prince,  138  (with 

ill.),  141. 
Edward  the  Confessor,  4,  8,  141,  276, 

548. 
Edward  I.,  7,  10  (with  ill.),   16,  60, 

138,  1.50,  176,  181,  297,  299  {ill.), 

319,  381. 
Edward  IL,  7,  10,  60. 
Edward  IIL,  7,  12,  14,  134,  140  {ill.), 

141,  178,  288,  298,  318,  320. 
Edward  VI.,  16,  18,  20  (;7/.),  177  {ill), 

263,  264,  300  {ill.),  336,  397,  423. 
Edward    VII.,   144,   145,    Coloured 

Pl.\te   facinr/  p.   241,   244,    257, 

309  {ill'.),  314,  315  {ill.),  316  {ill.), 

.317  {ill.). 
Edwin,  Lady  Charlotte,  90. 
Eldon,  Lord.  208,  210  {ill.),  448,  449 

(with  ill.). 
Eleanor,  Queen,  174. 
Elector  Palatine,  Charles,  39. 
Eliot,  Sir  John,  30,  32,  34,  35. 
Ehzabeth,  Queen,  8,  12,  15,  18,  20,  21, 

22  (with  ill.),  23,  24,  Coloured 

Pl.\te  facing  p.  24,  63,  179  {ill.), 

263,  290,  291,  296,  298.  300,  302, 

304,  305,  306,  320,  322,  338,  339, 

397,  398,  404,  408,  424,  469  {ill.), 

564. 
Ellenborough,  Lord,  246. 
Ellis,  Mr.,  204. 
Elsinge,  Henry,  556. 
Elwes,  John,  65  (with  ///.),  66. 
Empson   and   Dudley,  3.31  ;   Walpole 

compared  with,  101. 
Empson,  Sir  Richard,  331,  332. 
Erskine,  H.  D.,  252  {ill.). 
Erskine,    Lord,    Frontispiece,    130, 

212  (with  ill.),  448,  449,  450  (with 

ill.),  452. 
Esse.x,  the  Earl  of,  152. 
Eversley,  Viscount.     Sec  Lefevre. 
Excise  Bill,  famous  debates  on,  101. 
Exeter,  the  Countess  of,  147. 

Fairfax,  Lady,  153. 
Falconer,  Sir  E.,  156. 
Falmouth,  Lord,  550. 
Farnborough,  Lord,  262  {ill.),  264. 
Fawkes,   Guido,   152,   262,  265  {ill.), 

266-9,  538. 
Fazakerly,  446. 


Fearne,  .381. 

Ferrers,  382. 

Ferrer.?,  the  Earl  of,  158,  161  {ill.). 

"  Finality  John,"  464. 

Finch,  Lord,  98,  428  (with  ill.). 

Finch,  Sir  Heneage  (Lord  Notting- 
ham), 323,  432,  434  (with  ill.). 

Finch,  Sir  John,  34,  35,  428. 

Fire,  destruction  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  by,  165. 

Fisher,  John  (P.ishop  of  Rochester), 
150(27/.),  151,  152. 

Fitzharris,  Ann,  87  (with  ill.),  88. 

Fitzpatrick,  Richard,  146. 

Fitzroy,  Colonel,  324,  325. 

Five  members,  attempted  arrest  of,  39 ; 
return  to  Westminster,  42. 

Fleet  Prison,  the.  Coloured  Pl.\te 
facinr/ p.  201,  411. 

Fleetwood,  Sir  Miles,  401. 

"  Fly  in  amber,"  202. 

Foley,  Patrick,  344. 

Foley,  Paul,  345. 

Foreign  Office,  the,  507  ((7/.),  571  {ill.), 
573  (with  ///.),  57(i. 

Forester,  Sir  Adam,  329. 

Forster,  W.  E.,  504,  507  {ill.). 

Fortescue,  Sir  John,  365. 

Fowler,  Sir  Henry  H.,  524  {ill.)  528, 
530. 

Fox,  Charles  James,  Frontispiece, 
70,  80  {ill.),  82,  116,  120,  Col- 
oured Plate  faciiuj  p.  121,  122, 
12.3,  124,  126,  127  (with  ill.),  128, 
130,  132  {ill.),  146,  161,  200,  201, 
218,  225,  250,  308,  349,  450,  541, 
542. 

Fox,  Henrv.  108 (/«.),  Ill,  124, 126, 127. 

Fraiieis.  Sir  Philip,  1.32. 

Frankiiii;-  ->>teiii,  374. 

Franklin,  Uenjaniin,  566  {ill.),  567. 

Eraser,  Simon.     See  Lovat,  Lord. 

Eraser,  Sir  William,  252. 

Free  Parliament,  Monk  declares  for 
a,  50. 

Freedom  of  speech,  right  of,  affirmed, 
26. 

Freeman-Mitford,  Sir  John,  350. 

Frescoes,  Paintings,  and  Tapestries. 
Illustrations  :  9,  40,  41,  43,  44,  47, 
50,  115,  151,  238,  240,  245,  246, 
251,  293,  332,  407,  408. 

Frevilles,  the  de,  181. 

FuUer,  Robert,  552. 

Gambling  customs,  126. 

Gardiner,  Stejihen  (Bishop  of  Win- 
chester), 423,  424  {ill.). 

Gascoigne,  General,  82. 

Gascoigne,  Sir  William,  148,  11.9. 

Gavcston,  Pier.s,  138,  560. 

'•Gentle  Slie|,l,erd,''  112. 

G^nfl'  ni.ni'^  .Maqazim,  222 

George  L,  5(;^. 

George  IL,  185  (///.),  190,  279,  307, 
568. 

George  III.,  5  {ill.),  135,  187  {ill.), 
192,  .304  {ill.),  305  {ill.),  447,  448. 

George  IV.,  136,  181,  189  {ill.),  190 
{ill.),  191  {ill.),  194,  195,  198,  199, 
307  ((7/.),  449,  510. 

Gibbon,  Edward,  132,  569. 

Gibson,  J.,  R.A.,  242. 

Giles,  Sir  Edward,  401. 
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Gladstone,  Herbert,  238. 

Gladstone,  \V.  E.,  1,  141,  142,  143 
(///.),  144,  248  (with  ill.),  2.V2, 
2.'>(i,  ;!lfi,  354,  3G8,  372,  4f)0,  474 
{ill.),  493,  494,  49.-),  496  (with  ill.), 
499,  TiOO,  501,  504,  512,  513,  520, 
523  (///.),  524,  Coloured  Plate 
faciiui  p.  527,  527  {ill.),  528,  574-8. 

Glanviile,  Hir  Francis,  323,  324,  340. 

Glanville,  Sir  John,  26,  29  {ill),  339, 
340. 

Gloncestrr,  the  ])nke  of,  86,  87,  331. 

(iloncestcr,  the  I'^arl  (if,  17(1. 

(iodfrey,  Mr.,  442, 

Godol|jiiin,  Lord,  307. 

(Jondeniar,  the  Count  of,  306. 

( Joodrifh,  Thomas  (Bisliop  of  Ely), 423. 

Goodwin,  Sir  Franoi.s,  365. 

Gordon,  Colonel,  540. 

(k)rdon.  Dr.,  224. 

(rordon,  the  Duchess  of,  88  {ill),  89. 

CJordon,  Ijord  George,  539,  540. 

Gorst,  Sir  John,  512. 

(iossett,  S:r  Ralph  A.,  510  {ill.). 

Goulburne,  Henry,  3-)3,  361  (note). 

(Jrafton,  the  Duke  of,  349,  446. 

Graham,  Sir  James,  495. 

Graham,  Sir  John,  459. 

Grand  rniiimittues,  410,  420. 

Grand  l;.  iii,iii>tnuiee,  the,  38,  39,  60. 

(Jrant,  (  Hiidiil,  liiS. 

Grantly,  Ijaron.     See  Norton. 

(iranviUe,  Earl,  248,  490  {ill.). 

(iratton,  250. 

Great  Seal  dropped  in  the  Thames, 
436  ;  stolen,  447. 

Great  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the,  45  {ill.). 

Gregory,  Sergeant,  324. 

(irenville,  Enrd,  3.50,  351  (;7/.), 
352  ((7/.),  448. 

Grenville,  Richard  (Earl  Temple), 
111  {ill.),  112,  113,  200,  201. 

Greville,  Mr.,  386. 

(!rey,  161. 

Grey,  Archbishop  Walter,  297. 

Grey,  Earl,  214  (with  ill.),  452,  453, 
460,  4G3  (ill.). 

Grey,  Lord,  43. 

Grey,  Sir  Edward,  528. 

Grille,  the  Ladies,  93  {ill.). 

Grimston,  Sir  Harbottle,  320  (ill.). 

Grimthorpe,  Lord,  280,  281,  284. 

Grocers'  Hall,  the,  409. 

Guilford,  Lord.     See  North.  Francis. 

Guilford,  Earl  of.     Sec  North,  Lord. 

Guiscard,  566. 

Gully,  Edward,  62  (///.). 

Gully,  Miss-,  62  (///.). 

(Jully,  Mrs.,  61  (ill.). 

Gully,  William  Court,  61  (///.), 
Coloured  Pl.^te  faeine/  p.  353, 
360,  361  {nejte). 

Gunpowder  Plot,  the,  25,  152,  266-9, 
264-70  {ills.).  400. 

("iurney.  Sir  (iol.lsworthy,  270. 

Guthrie,  William,  223. 

Hacket,  Mr.,  401. 
Hale,  Jfr,,  385. 
Halewill,  Sir  William,  264. 
Halifax,  the  Earl  of,  550. 
Halifax,  Lord,  439. 
Hall,  Sir  Benjamin,  281. 


Ilal.sbury,  Lord,  242,  4.58  (with  ill.). 
Hamilton,  ].,ady  Archibald,  90. 
Hamilton,  William  Gerard,  111,  112 

(with  ill.). 
Hainond,     Sir     Cliarles     Frederick, 

521  {ill.). 
Hampden,  John,  31,  36,  39  (with  ///.), 

40  {ill.),  CO,  2"iO. 
Hampden,     Viscount.      See     Brand, 

Henry  Bouverie. 
Hanmer,  Sir  John,  54,  62, 
Hanmer,  Sir  Thomas,  97. 
Hansard,  Luke,  230. 
Harcourt,  Lord,  441  {ill.),  443. 
Harcourt,  Sir  William   Vernon,  144, 

420,  504,  522  {ill.),  524,  525  {ill.), 

578. 
Hardinge,  Mr.,  264. 
Hardiii^e,  Niclinks,  103. 
Hardinge,  Sir  Henry,  218,  466. 
Hardwicke,  the  Earl  of,  445  (with  ill.), 

446. 
Hardy,  Gathorne,  504. 
Hare,'  Sir  Nicholas,  335,  336. 
Harley,  566. 

Harley,  Robert.     See  Oxford,  Earl  of. 
Harley,   Sir   Edward,   307,   402,    564 

{note). 
Harriii,i,'tnii,  .bimrs,  542,  556. 
Harn,-oi,,  .M:,i,,i  (  ;riirra],  46. 
Hastiu-s,     Warnii,     1-2-2,     130,    160, 

163     (///.),     Coloured     Plate 

/acing  p.  393,  420. 
Hatherley,  Baron,  423, 455, 500(27^.),  554 
Hats  in  the  House,  59-66,  368  {ill.)., 

459. 
Hatton,  Sir  Christopher,  22. 
Hayman,  Sir  Peter,  29. 
Hazell,  Walter,  .507. 
Hazlerig,  39,  40  {ill.). 
"  Healing  Parliament,"  the,  320. 
Heath,  Nicholas,  423,  425. 
Heigham,  Clement,  336. 
Heigham,  Sir  Ralph,  275. 
Henry  L,  136,  173,  181. 
Henry  IL,  6,  134. 
Henry  IIL,  6,  9,  11  {ill.),  134, 136, 137, 

138,  139  {ill.),  141,  173,  174,  182, 

297,  318. 
Henry  IV.,  178  {ill.),  181, 184,  320,  329. 
Henry  V.,  146,  148,  149,  183,  297  {ill.), 

298. 
Henry  VL,  60, 175  (*//.),  298,  301  {ill.), 

330,  374. 
Henry  VIL,  222,  246,  291,  298  {ill.), 

330,  331,  332,  545,  552. 
Henry  VI IL,  8,  12,  14,  62,  151  (with 

///,),  |S4,  3113  ((7/.),  308,  320,  3.32, 

:;:::;  i///.),  :',31,  335,  .336,  382,  424, 

5.-.L',  :,V,-1,  5(i4. 
Henry  (son  of  Henry  IL),  174. 
Henley,  Lord,  446  (with  (7/.). 
Henley,  Sir  Robert,  423. 
Henrietta  Maria,  Queen,  48  {ill.) 
Herbert,  Auberon,  .501. 
Herbert,  J.  R.,  R.A.,  248. 
Herbert,  Sidney,  490  {ill),  495. 
Herb- women,  184  (i7/),  190,  194  (///.). 
Hereford,  the  Duke  of,  15  {ill.). 
Hereford,  the  Earl  of,  176. 
Herries,  216. 

Herschell,  Lord,  4.55,  458  (with  ///.). 
Hervey,  Augustus,  122. 
Hervey,  Lord,  90. 


Hezelrig,  Sir  William,  150. 
Hicks-Bcaoh,  Sir  Michael,  420,  .524, 

526,  527,  578. 
Hitcham,  Sir  Robert,  14. 
Ildgarth's  )iortrait  of  Lord  Lovat,  156. 
Iluldcr,  John,  412. 
Ilr.llaiid,  Lady,  124. 
Holland,  Lord.     .SVc  Fo.x,  Henry. 
Hnllai-,  W,  iM-.sIau.s,  5.56. 

Hull.,.:!!,  :;:i.  3;i,  i(i(,7/.). 

H("id,  .\(iinnal  L(.rd,  511. 

Hood,  Lord,  193,  194. 

Hope,  Beresford,  498. 

Horsley,  J.  C,  A.R.A.,  247. 

Host,  the  Speaker  as,  57. 

Hotspur,  329. 

"  Hotspur  of  Debate,"  the,  504. 

Houblon,  Sir  James,  344. 

Houghton,  Lord,  456. 

House  of  Commons.    See  Commons. 

Houses,  separation  of,  16. 

Howard,  Thomas.    See  Norfolk,  the 

Duke  of. 
Howard,  William,  302. 
Howell,  George,  507. 
Hughes,  Mr.,  414. 
Hume,  Joseph,  262. 
Hume,  ]\Ir.,  169,  170. 
Hungerforcl,  Sir  Thomas,  318. 
Huntington,  Lady,  90. 
Hj'de,  Edward  (Earl  of   Clarendon), 

428,  429,  Coloured  Pl.\te  facim/ 

p.  433. 

Will  s|..i-h,  till'  Earl  of  (Sir  Staflbrd 
.\.  ill  hi  I  ill),  248, 516  {ill),  575,  578. 

"  nilgai  liar,-  the,  70  ((7/.). 

Impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings, 
160  ;  of  Lord  Melville,  351  ;  of 
Lord  Bacon,  425  ;  of  Lord  Claren- 
don, 42S  ;  of  Lord  Macclesfield, 
441.     . 

India,  representative  of,  507. 

Inglefield,  Sir  Thomas,  320. 

Ingoldsby,  Colonel,  46. 

"Instrument,  the,"  48. 

Ireland,  Dean,  168,  169  {ill). 

James  I.,  25  (with  ill),  26-9,  263,  266, 

305,  306,  339,  365,  400,  409,  424, 

564. 
James  IL,  32  {ill),  56,  65,  154,  188, 

190,  402,  434,  435  {ill),  436,  438 

{ill),  440. 
Jameson  Raid,  the,  420,  421  {ill). 
Jebl),  Dr.,  146. 
Jeffreys,    Lord,   434,  436  (with   (7/.), 

437  {ill),  438. 
Jenkins,  David,  382  ((7/.),  386,  387. 
Jephson,  Sir  J.,  401. 
.Tersey,  ]jady,  90. 
"  Jerusalem  Chamber,"  the,  1 2';. 
Jewel  Tower,  the,  288-93  (with  ilh). 
John,  King  of  France,  138,  140. 
Johnson,  Dr.,  221,  223  (with  (7/.),  224. 
,Iolin-:tonp.  'invernor,  121. 
J.in-s,  Gal.'.  :!ilL'. 

JoiinialiMs  al  the  House,  85,  221-30. 
Journals  mutilated  by  James  I.,  27. 
Journals  of  l^he  House  of  Commons, 

263. 

Katherine  of  Arragon,  184. 
Katherine,  yueen,  184. 
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Katrington,  Thomas,  536,  537. 

Ken,  Bishop,  154. 

Kenealy,  Dr.,  375. 

Kenmure,  Viscount,  155. 

Kent,  566. 

Kenyon,  Roger,  68. 

Keyes,  269. 

Kidd,  Captain,  439. 

Kihnarnock,  Lord,  156,  158  {ill.). 

Kimberley,  the  Earl  of,  144. 

King's  Champion,  2,  180. 

King,  Sir  Peter,  443  {ill.),  444,  445. 

King,  Thomas,  14. 

Kingston,  Duchess  of,  158,  162  {ill). 

Kitchen  Department,  origin  of,  66. 

Kneeling  at  the  Bar,  387. 

Knolles,  Sir  Francis,  .398. 

Knolls,  Sir  William,  322. 

Knowlcs,  Sir  Francis,  304. 

Knyghtlcy,  Sir  1!.,  401. 

Knyvett,  Sir  Thomas,  268. 

I>abouchere,  Mr.,  292. 

"  Labour  "  members,  504,  506-8. 

Ladies   at  the   House,   10,  12,  86-94 

(with  ills.),  246,  257. 
Laiton,  Dr.,  404. 
Lake,  Bishop,  154. 
Lake,  Mary,  147. 
Lake,  Sir  Tlimnas,  147. 
Lambert,  .Majur-General,  50. 
Lancaster,  the  Duke  of,  182,  537. 
Lane,  Mrs.,  145. 
Lansdowne,  Lord,  93. 
Latimer,  20  {ill.). 
Laud,  Archbishop,  538,  539  {ill). 
LawTence,  Dr.,  161. 
Leeds,  the  Duke  of,  81. 
Lefevre,     Charles     Shaw     (Viscount 

Eversley),    353,    354    {ill.),    361 

{mte),  554. 
Leicester,  the  Earl  of,  176,  304. 
Leigh,  Thomas,  187. 
Tyeinster,  the  Duke  of,  212. 
Lenthall,  William,  38,  39  (with  ill.), 

40,  42,   43,  46,  50,  62,  340  (with 

ill.),  341  {ill.). 
Lesser  Hall,  the,  8. 
Library,  the,  260-64  {ills.). 
lAlburne,  .John,  545. 
Little  Parliament,  the,  48. 
Littleton,  Edward,  428,  429  {ill). 
Littleton,  SirThoma.s,  324,  345,  346. 
Litthii.utnii,  Abl>c>t,  557. 
Liverpiiol,  the  Karl  of,  204,  208,  211, 

212,  482,  486. 
Llewellyn,  Prince  of  Wales,  10,  138. 
Lloyd,  Bishop,  154. 
Lobby,  the,  77-85.     Illustrations  :  76, 

77,  79,  81,  83,  84,  85,  259,  374,  377. 
Locke,  445,  544. 
Londonderry,   the    ilarquis   of,   314. 

See  also  Castlereagh,  Lord. 
Long  Parliament,  the,  36,  45,  50,  51. 
Long,  Sir  Lilleborne,  343. 
Lord  Chancellors.     See  Chancellors. 
Lord    Mayor    committed   to    Tower, 

119. 
Lord   Protector,    Cromwell  installed 

as,  48. 
Lords,   the   House  of,   early  history 

of,  9-16  ;  in  the  sixteenth  century, 

8,  10,  20,  22  ;  in  the  seventeenth 

century,   30-45,   49,   51 ;    in    the 


eighteenth  century,  95-132  ;  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  200-20, 
459-534  ;  social  aspects,  67-76 ; 
the  Lobby,  77-85  ;  ladies  at,  86, 
90,  91  {ill.)  ;  the  press,  228, 
229  ;  detailed  description  of, 
237-50. 
Illustrations:  31,  35,  72,  107,  117, 
118,  152,  16G,  167,  207,  213,  219, 
237-50,  274,  303,  304,  306,  308- 
13,  315,  317,  497,  509,  534. 

Lottery  Committee,  the,  416,  418. 
See  also  p.  417  {ill.). 

Lovat,  Lord,  6  {ill.),  156,  158,  159 
(ill.),  160  {ill.),  Coloured  Pl.^te 
facinq  ji.  161. 

Lovell,  Lord,  331. 

Lovell,  Thomas,  .330,  331. 

Lowe,  Robert.     See  Sherbrooke. 

Lowndes,  William,  566. 

Lucy,  H.  W.,  230  {ill.). 

Luttrell,  Colonel,  225. 

Lyndhurst,  Lord,  246,  451  {ill.),  452, 
45.3,  462,  463,  466  (with  ill). 

Lyndwoode,  Bishop,  286. 

Lyttelton,  George,  1st  Baron,  111. 

Lyttleton,  Sir  Thomas.     See  Littleton. 

?ilacaulay.  Lord,  460,  470  {ill.),  471 
(with  illX  472,  473,  474,  475,  476. 

McCarthy,  .lustiii,  226  {ill),  230. 

Macclesfield,  the  Earl  of.     See  Parker. 

McDonnell,  Sir  Schomberg,  570  {ill), 
576. 

Mace,  the  House  of  Conimons,  4{ill). 

M;irk].hi'iHhi<.  Cai.taiu  .lohn,  412. 

M;irli,r,  |i.,  l;.A.,  -hi.  L'17. 

Maclure,  Sir  .Juhn,  53:;  (///.). 

Magna  Charta,  Henry  IlL  renewing 
the,  11  {ill) 

Mahon,  Lord,  473. 

Maiden  speeches :  Addison's,  97 ; 
Steele's,  97  ;  Lord  Finch's,  98 ; 
Pitt's  (the  elder),  109;  Colonel 
Barre's,  119  ;  Sheridan's,  123 ; 
Pitt's  (the  younger),  124;  Dis- 
raeli's, 470. 

!Maiocchi,  Theodore,  212. 

Mallory,  29. 

Malmrslmiv,  Lord,  130. 

Maldiv,  I'eter,  1.50. 

MiuiiKTs,  Lord  John,  280. 

Mansfield,  Dr.,  161. 

Mansfield,  Lord,  449. 

Marlborough,  Duke  of,  156, 513  (///.). 

Marmion,  Philip,  181. 

Marmion,  Roger,  181. 

Marshall,  Mr.,  550. 

Marshalsea  Prison  inquiry,  414, 

Marten,  Henry,  287,  2S8,'387. 

Marvel],  Andrew,  52  (('//.). 

Marvell  and  payment  of  members,  14. 

Marv,  yueen,  14,  18,  3.36,  397,  408, 
423. 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  21,  338,  398 
"(with  ill.). 

Mary,  Queen  (of  William  IIL),  55 
{ill.),  324. 

jMass,  Parliament  attends,  393. 

Match  Ta.\,  500. 

Slawbey,  t-'ir  .Joseph,  350. 

Mav,  Sir  T.  Erskine,  262  {ill.),  2G4, 
"554. 

Mayuooih  Grant,  474. 


Mazzini's  letters,  481. 

.Melbourne,  Lord,  168,  460,  462  (with 

ill.),  463,  464,  467. 
Melcombe,  Lord.     See  Dodington. 
Melville,  Lord,  162,  349  {ill.),  351,  352. 
Members,  expulsion  of,  by  Cromwell, 

46. 
Members  fined  for  late  attendance,  14. 
Mildmav,  Sir  H.,  15. 
Mills,  385. 

"  Ministry  of  all  the  Talents,"  201. 
Monk,    General,   50  (with  ill.),   342, 

552,  565. 
Monmouth,  the  Duke  of,  54,  56. 
ilontagu,  the  Duke  of,  550. 
Montague,  Edward,  334. 
Montague,  Viscount,  187. 
Monteagle,  Lord,  268, 
jMontrose,  the  Duke  of,  70,  492  {ill.). 
.More,  Sir  Thomas,  17  (with  ill.),  150 

{ill.),  151,  332,  334,  335,  423. 
Moreton,  Mr.,  112. 
ilorJey,  John,  522  {ill.),  524,  526. 
Morrice,  Mr.,  23. 
Mowbray,  Sir  John,  85. 
Murray,  "Mr.,  387,  388. 

Nairn,  Lord,  155. 

Naoroji,  Dadalihai,  508. 

Nels,,;i,  Lnv,l,.-.i;!)(;7/.),  ,572. 

"N.'tlirr  llniiM','  17. 

Nethrr.s.ik.,  Sir  .lames,  31. 

NeviU,  Henry,  542. 

Newbolt,  538. 

Newcastle,  the  Duke  of,  lOG,  108  (///.), 

109  {ill.).  Ill,  116,  118,  121  (ill.). 
New  Palace  Yard  described,  536. 
New  Palace  Yard,  Edward  I.  delivers 

speech  in,  298. 
Nithisdale,  155. 

Noell,  Dean  (of  St.  Paul's),  304. 
Norfolk,  the  Duke  of,  15  (/«.),  21,  142, 

144,  151,  152,  300,  .302,  314,  562. 
Norfolk,  the  Earl  of,  138. 
yorth  Briton,  the,  118. 
North,  Francis  (Lord  Guilford),  434 

(with  (7/.). 
North,  Lord,   65,   114,   116,  118,  119 

((7/.),  120,  127,  146,  218,  349,  570. 
Northampton,  the  ilarquis  of,  302. 
Northcote,  Sir  Statt'ord.     See  Iddes- 

leigh,  the  Earl  of. 
Northiiigtoii,  the  Earl  of.     See  Hen- 
ley, Lord. 
Northumberland,  the  Duke  of,  146. 
Northumberland,  the  Earl  of,  329. 
Norton,  D.,  401. 

Norton,  Sir  Fletcher,  348,  349,  350. 
Nottin-ham,   the  Earl  ot,  114  {note), 

38(1,  434  (///.). 
Nowell,  Dr.  [1553],  408,  410  ((7/.). 
Nowell,  Dr.  [1772],  402. 
Noy,  26. 
Nuts  eaten  in  the  House,  68. 

Gates,  Titus,  386  {ill.),  387  (*7/.),  390, 

538. 
Oath,   the    Parliamentary,   364   (///.), 

510,  511. 
O'Brien,  Smith,  41  s,  419  (with  ///.-■.). 
O'Connell,  I  Mui-I,  -l''.  (/7/.),  227,  228, 

465,  4i:V,  Ki-^  («hh  (7/.),  409,  470, 

471,  476,  47»,  510. 
Octagonal  Hall,  the,  248. 
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Oslcthorpe.Goncral,  410, 412, 4U>  ('■//.). 

Old  I'alace  Yard,  r)36. 

"Old  Toar'om,"  49.-). 

Oldliall,  William,  :!:«). 

Oldswoitli,  Mr.,  401. 

Oliver,  Alderman,  119,  2-2.">. 

Olniiiis,  John,  ^5-2. 

Onslow,  8ir  Arthur,  101  (///.),  12.-) 
(///.),  1:50  ((7/.),  321  (///.),  324,  32-5, 
34fi,  397,  34S,  3.-)3,  440,  5.50. 

Onslow,  Sir  Kichard,  336,  338,  346, 
347. 

Opening  of  Parliament,  the,  by 
Edward  VIL,  Coloured  Plate 
facing  p.  241,  Sl-'i  (///.),  317  (ill.) ; 
Tiy  Henry  VI.,  301  (ill.) ;  by  Queen 
Victoria,  309  (/«.),  310  07/.).  See 
also  pp.  297-317  atul  364-8. 

Orange  girl,  the,  78  {ill),  80. 

Orange,  Marv,  Princess  of,  32  {ill). 

Oratory,  the,"  2^7.  2ss  (///.),  559  {ill). 

Order  Book  mutilated  by  James  I.,  27. 

Orford,  the  Earl  of.     See  Walpole. 

Ossington,  Viscount.     See  Denison. 

O.Kenden,  Sir  George,  441. 

Oxenford,  the  Earl  of,  306. 

0.s:ford,  the  Earl  of,  95  (with  ill),  96, 
156,  307,  350  {mte\  566. 

Paget,  Lord,  187. 

Painted    Chamber,   the,   4,   6,   8,    15 
{ill)  48,  141  (^7/.),  188  07/.),  288, 
_  300  ((7/.),  407,  409  {ill),  560. 

Paintings.     See  Frescoes. 

Pairing,  377. 

Palace  Yard,  1  {ill),  4,  74  {ill),  113 
{ill),  147  {ill),  275  {ill),  371  {ill.), 
535  (with  ill.),  536  (with  ill),  537, 
538,  539,  540,  541,  542,  544,  547, 
558  {ill),  561  ((7/.). 

Palatine,  Charles  the  Elector,  39. 

Palgrave,  Sir  F.,  168. 

Palgrave,  Sir  B.  F.  D.,  250,  263,  547. 

Palmer,  George,  38. 

Palmerston,  Lord,  8  ((7/.),  204,  208.  210 
(mth  ill),  233,  354,  460,  475  {ill), 
489,  490,  494,  495,  496,  520,  573. 

Paris,  Jtlatthew,  .557. 

Parker,  Thomas  (Earl  of  Macclesfield), 
Coloured  Plate  fucimi  pi-  137, 
440  (with  (7/.),  441,  442,  443. 

Parliament  Chamber,  the,  6. 

Parliament,  the  first,  9  ;  first  pictorial 
representation  of,  10  ;  old-time 
Parliaments,  10-16 ;  wages  of 
members,  12  /".  ;  fines,  etc.,  for 
laxity  of  attendance,  14  ff.  ;  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  17-24  ;  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  25-56  ; 
social  aspects,  67-76  :  the  Lobby, 
77-85 ;  ladies  at  the  House,  86-94 ; 
in  the  eighteenth  century,  95-132 ; 
destruction  by  fire,  164-72  ;  coro- 
nation ceremonies,  173-99 ;  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  200-20,  459- 
534;  detailed  description,  231-92  ; 
the  House  at  work,  etc.,  380-421  ; 
Parliaments  of  England,  579-80. 
initiations:  13,  16,  22,  27,  96,  164, 
171,  233,  235,  346,  359.  See  also 
Commons,  Lords. 

Parliamentary  reporting,  221. 

Parliamentary  vote  to  victorious 
general,  an  early,  329. 


Parlour,  or  mouth  of  the  House,  318. 
Parnell,  Charles  Stewart,  85,  354,  504. 

508  {ill.). 
Parry,  Dr.,  538. 
Paulet,  Lord,  566. 
Payment  of  members,  12. 
Pearson,  J.  L,,  A.R.A.,  134. 
Pearson,  .Tosejih,  78,  80,  81. 
Pearson's  "Political  Iticliniuiry,"  78. 
Peel  (A.  W.),  Lord,  58,2(12, 2;ii  i,:?.-)5,356, 
357  (///.),  358  (with  ///.),  308,  370. 
Peel,  General,  497. 

Peel,  Sir  Bobert,  8  {ill.),  170,  204,  208, 
209  {ill.),  214,  216,  218,  35.3,  40.5, 
452,  460,  464,  46.5,  472,  473  (with 

ill.),  474,  479,  480,  481,  482,  483, 

484,  483  ((7/.),  486,  487,  488,  520, 

576. 
Peers'  Chamber,  the,  242  {ill.),  244. 
Peers,  House  of.    See  Lords,  House  of. 
Pelham,  Harry,  43. 
Pelham,   Henry,    102,  104  {ill.),  106, 

108,  307,  308,  570. 
Pembroke,  the  Earl  of,  174,  176,  187, 

188,  5.50. 
Pendarvis,  ilrs.,  90. 
Pensionary  Parliament,  51. 
Pepys,   Samuel,    144  {ill.),  285   {ill.), 

388,  389,  390,  542,  544. 
Perceval,  Colonel,  467. 
Perceval,   Spencer,   81   {ill),  82,  204, 

391  (with  ill.). 
Percival,  Lord,  414. 
Percy,  Sir  Thomas,  180. 
Percy,  Thomas,  265  {ill),  260,  208. 
Perrers,  Alice,  320. 
Perry,  225. 

Peter  the  Great,  146,  147  {ill.). 
Peters,  Hugh,  548  {ill.),  550. 
Petition  of  Bight,  32. 
Petitions,  370,  371. 
Petty,  Sir  William,  542. 
Philips,  Sergeant,  339,  400. 
Philips,  Sir  Robert,  29. 
Pichegru,  573. 
Pickering,  Sir  James,  319. 
Pierrepoint,  Evelyn,  158. 
Piggott,  Dr.,  161. 
Piggott,  Sir  Christopher,  25. 
Pitt,  Lady  Hester,  124. 
Pitt,  ilrs.,  160. 
Pitt,  AVilliam  (Earl  of  Chatham),  65, 

90,  104,  105,  108,  109,  110  (with 

(7/.),  Ill,  112,  113,  114,  116,  117 

(///.),  119,  132,  141,  2-30,  308,  520, 

570,  570. 
Pitt,  Willliam  (the  younger),  Fuontis- 

riECE,  72,  82,  120,  124,  127,  128, 

130,  131  {ill),  132  (with  ill.),  200. 

226,  250,  316,  350,  351,  352,  447, 

4.50,  452,  520,  571,  572. 
Popham.  Sir  John,  319  ((7/.),  338,  398. 
Portland,  the  Duke  of,  146,  201,  202 

(with  ill). 
Portland,  Lord,  577. 
Powle,  Henrv,  324. 
Poynter,  Sir  E.  J.,  P.E.A.,  248. 
Plimsoll,  Samuel,  501  {ill),  502. 
Plowman,  Piers,  560. 
"  Praise-God-Barebones   Parliament," 

the,  48. 
Prayers,  368,  396-405. 
Presbyterians  mob  the  Speaker,  340. 
Press,  the,  85,  221-230. 


Press  Gallery,  the,  227  ((7/.),  229  {ill.). 
Preston,  Dr.,  401. 
Preston,  Sir  Robert,  316. 
Pretiman,  Sir  John,  384,  .385. 
Pride,  Colonel,  43,  44  (with  ill).  388. 
'■  Pride's  Purge,"  43,  44  ((7/.). 
Prim,  William  J.,  270. 
Prince's    Chamber,    the,   6,   242,   244 

{ill.),  2i7  {ill.). 
Prior  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  the,  10. 
Privy  Councils,  21,  28,  566. 
Privy  Seal  ( )ffire,  the,  572  (///.)  576. 
Pryniie,  William,  43,  44,  X'.x  (with  ill). 
Puckering,  Sir  John,  338,  339,  424. 
Pulteney,    William    (Earl  ot    Bath), 

100-106. 
Purcell,  544. 
Pym,  John,  29,  36,  39,  40  (ill.),  5.39, 

547  {ill),  550. 

Queensberry,  Duchess  of,  87  ((7/.),  90. 
Questions,  371,  372. 
Quorum,  a,  370. 

Raikes,  Robert,  222. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  26  (///.),  538,  539, 

556. 
Ratclitfe,  331. 
Redesdale,  Lord,  246,  350. 
Bedford,  Sir  Henry,  329. 
Beform  Bill  division,  217. 
Reform  Bill,  the,  217-19  (///.•!.),  497. 
Refreshments  at  the  House,  67-76. 
Reid,  Dr.,  171,  234,  235,  269,  270. 
Remonstrance,  the  Grand,  38,  39,  60. 
Rendel,  Lord,  144. 

Reporters'  Gallery  first  established,228. 
Bhenish  Wine  House,  544. 
Rhodes,   Cecil,  69   {mte),  420  (with 

ill.),  421  ((7/.). 
Rich,  Sir  Richard,  320,  335. 
Richard  I.,  134,  174,  549  {ill.). 
Richard  IL,  7,  12,  15  {ill.),  134,  13.5, 

176  («7/.),-178,  180,  181,  246,  288, 

319,  526,  537. 
Richard  III.,  184,  330  {ill.),  331. 
Richard,  Abbot  of  Evesham,  423. 
Richard,  Earl,  297. 
Richardson,  Samuel,  264. 
Richmond,  the  Duchess  of,  90. 
Richmond,   the   Duke   of,    110  (with 

ill.),  146,  550. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  White,  300,  301  {iiotr). 
Bigby,  349. 
Bights,  Bill  of,  56. 
Bights,  Petition  of,  .56. 
Robert  the  Bruce,  138. 
Bobiiig-Boom,   House  of  Lords,  the, 

23^8,  239  {ills.). 
Rockingham,  the  Marquis  of,  81,  128. 
Roebuck,  John  Ai-thur,  486  (///.),  490, 

495,  496. 
Roger  of  Salisbury,  423. 
Eo'gers,  Sir  Edward,  302. 
Rolliad,  the,  80,  .350,  448. 
Bookwood,  Ambrose,  207,  269. 
Eosebery,  the  Earl  of,  144,  308,  528, 

530,"  5.32,  .5.33  (i7/.),  577. 
Bothschild,  Baron  Lionel  de,  511. 
Rous,  Francis,  343  {ill.). 
Boyal  Commissions,  419. 
Boyal  Gallery,  House  of  Lords,  the, 

240,  Coloured  Plate  facimj  p. 

241,  243  ((7/.). 
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Roval  Speeches,  297-317,  364-8. 

]!udyard,  Sir  B.,  400  {ill.),  401. 

"ItiilKTt  of  J  )cbate,"  the,  46o. 

linsscl,  .Icihii,  :«0. 

Ituswell,  Earl  (.lohn  Franci'^),  240. 

Jiussell,  Lord  John  (Earl  Paissell), 
218,  220,  248,  459  (with  ?//.),  460 
(with  ill.),  464,  489  (with  ill.),  490, 
492,  494,  496. 

]!ussellofKillow6n,Lord,230,520(;7/.). 

liutland,  the  Uuke  of,  144. 

Rutland,  the  Earl  of,  306. 

Sacheverell,  Dr.,  1.54,   155,  156  ((7/.), 

347. 
St.  Albans,  Viscount.    See  Bacon,  Sir 

Francis. 
St.    Edmund's    Chamber,    the.      See 

Painted  Chamber,  the. 
St.  .Tohn  of  Bletsoe,  Lord,  300. 
St.  John,  Henry.     See  Bolingbroke. 
St.  John,  Mr.,  566. 
St.  Leonards,  Lurd,  453  {ill.),  454. 
St.  Loe,  Sir  \\illi;iiii.  :!02. 
St.  Martjarris  rlniirli,  363  (i70,  396 

(with  ill.),    397    {ill),    401    {ill), 

403  {ill.),  548,  550,  552  (with  ill.), 

553,  554,  556. 
St.  Paul's  Cathedra],  two  Houses  go 

in  ijrocession  to,  336,  397. 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  Frontispiece, 

1   ((7^.),  7,  8,  17,  42  {ill.),  48,  50, 

138  {ill),  140  {ill.),  165  {ill.),  168 

(///.),    248,    250,    255   {ill.),   293-6, 

:ii'T  (///,),  ?.:u  {ill.),  m-i. 
St.  Striihriis  Hall,  132  {ill),  169  {ill.), 

219(^7/.),  2.-,0. 
Salisbury,  the  Marquis  of,  144,  314, 

Coloured  Plate  facinf/  p-  377, 

440,  494  {ill.),  497,  498,  '499,  514, 

517  {ill.),  520  (///.),  532. 
Salomons,  Alderman,  511. 
Sancroft,  P.isho]),  154. 
Sandui.h.  Lnrd,  446,  449. 
Sandars,  .1.  S.,  .".68  {ill.). 
Sandys,  103,  104. 
Sandys,  j\Irs.,  570. 
Sandys,  Samuel,  570. 
Sandys,  Sir  Edwin,  26. 
Saunderson,  Lady  Francis,  90. 
Sanndcrson,  Sir  William,  90. 
Sawbridge,  120,  146. 
Scenes  in  the  House,  19  {ill.),  21,  22, 

23,  30,  34,   35  (with  ill.),  36,   37 

{ill.),    38,   39,   40   (with   ill.),   44, 

46,  47  ((7^.),  49  (?7;.),  54,  120,  206, 

351,  356,  501. 
Schomberg,  392. 
Scobell,  Mr.,  48,  40.3. 
Scolcroft,  Jean,  147. 
Scott,  Mrs.,  90. 

Scott,  Sir  Gilbert,  288,  557,  563. 
Seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  the,  45. 
Selborne,  the  Earl  of,  455,  457  {ill). 
Selden,   John,   29,    30    {ill.),   34,    35, 

380  {ill.).  ( 

Select  Committees,  410. 
Senate  of  Lilliput,  223. 
Sermons       preached       before       the 

Commons,  401,  550. 
Seyinour,   Sir  Edward,  88,  324,  343, 

344,  347  ((7/.). 
Shaftesbury,   the   Earl   of,    429,  430, 

432,  433  (with  ill.),  434. 


Sharpe,  Dr.,  402. 

Sharpc,  ■\Villiara,  567. 

Shcfhtdd,  Lord,  569. 

Shopiiurd,  Jack,  44.3. 

Slieil,  liichiird  Lalor,  460,  467. 

Sherbrooke,  Viscount,  498  {ill),  500, 

504,  553. 
Sheridan,  Jlrs.,  89. 

Sheridan,  E.   B.,   Feontispiece,  82, 
120,  123,  124  (with  ill.),  161,  200, 
201  {iU.\  204. 
ShriTiiiutoii,  (iilbert,  147. 
Shi].  Moiirv,  :',:.,  .36. 
Sliirky   Sir  Thomas,  382. 
Shrew'sDuiy,  the  Duke  of,  439. 
Sibthorpe,  Colonel,  467. 
Siddons,  Mrs.,  450. 
Sidmouth,  Lord.     <SVe  Addington. 
Sidney,  the  Hon.  Henry,  188. 
Simon  of  Sudbury,  178,  423. 
Sinclair,  Captain,  412. 
"Siii,-1(-S|.r.rli  Hamilton,"  111. 
SkijiiJou,  Srrueant-Major,  538. 
Smith,  thi'  Kev.  Sydney,  204  {ill.). 
Sniitli,  Itobrrt,  571. 
Smith,  W.  H.,  254   516  (with  (7/.),  574. 
Smoking-Eooni,  the,  80. 
Smollett,  569. 
Snuff-taking,  66. 
Soane,  Sir  John,  135,  148  (with  ill.), 

415. 
"  Soapy  Sam,"  457. 
Solomon's  Porch,  128. 
Soniers,  Lord,  438,  439  (with  ill.),  440. 
Somersetv  the  Protector,  152. 
South  African  Committee,   the,  420, 

421  {ill.). 
South    Sea    Bubble,    the,    410,    411, 

413  ((//.),  441. 
Southampton,  Lord,  324,  325. 
Speaker,  a  corrupt,  56,  344. 
Speaker  asleep,  328. 
Speaker,  election  of  described,  361. 
Speaker  executed,  a,  330. 
Speaker  fined  for  late  attendance,  1.5. 
Speaker  first  to  be  ennobled,  350. 
Speaker  gives  a  casting  vote,  351. 
Speaker,  joke  practised  on  a,  343. 
Speaker,  violent  s)ireeli  by  a,  349. 
Speaker's  ( 'liaii-,  tin',  256. 
Speaker's  deputy  appointed,  326. 
Speaker's  Dinners,  origin  of,  57. 
Speaker's  duties,  326. 
Speaker's  election  not  ratified,  524. 
Speaker's  eye,  catching  the,  378. 
Speaker's  prayers,  398. 
Speaker's  salary,  325. 
Speakers,  10,  15,  54,  57-66,  82, 83  {ill) 
106,   119,   144,    304,   316,   318-60, 
361,  407,  409,  583,  584.     See  also  : 

Aborcroiiiliv,  .lames. 

Abbot,  CliaVlrs. 

Addin.^toii,  Henry. 

Banitield,  'Ihoinas. 

Bell,  Sir  llobert. 

Brand,  Henry  Bouverie. 

Bussey,  Sir  .John. 

Catesiiy,  William. 

Charlton,  Sir  .Job. 

Chaucer,  Thoma.s. 

Chute,  Challoner. 

Coke,  Edward. 

Compton,  Spencer. 

Cornwall,  Charles  Wolfran. 


Crooke,  Sergeant. 

Cu.st,  Sir  John. 

De  la  Mare,  Sir  Peter. 

De  !Moutfort,  Peter. 

Denisoii,  .John  Evelyn. 

Dudley,  Ivlmund. 

Euijisoii,  liif'hard. 

Fiueli,  Sir  Heneage. 

Finch,  Sir  John. 

Foley,  Paul. 

Glanville,  Sir  John. 

Gregory,  Sergeant. 

Grenville,  Hon.  W.  W. 

Griniston,  Sir  Harbottle. 

(!nll\,  William  Court. 

flai.',  So  Nicholas. 

Haiiey,  Robert. 

Heigham,  Clement. 

Hungerford,  W. 

Inglefield,  Thomas. 

Lefevre,  Charles  Shav.-. 

Lenthall,  William. 

Littleton,  Sir  Thomas. 

Long,  Sir  Lilleborne. 

Lovell,  Thomas. 

Mitford,  Sir  John. 

More,  Sir  Thomas. 

Norton,  Sir  Fletcher. 

( )ldliall.  Sir  William. 

<  )iislow,  Arthur. 

( )iislow,  Richard. 

l^eel,  Arthur  W. 

Philips,  Sergeant. 

Pickering,  Sir  James. 

Popham,  John. 

Powle,  Henry. 

Puckering,  Sir  John. 

Bedford,  Sir  Henry. 

Rich,  Richard. 

Rous,  Francis. 

Russel,  John. 

Seymour,  Edward. 

Sutton,  Charles  Manners. 

Thorpe,  Thomas. 

Tiptoft,  Sir  John. 

Tresham,  William. 

Trevor,  Sir  .John. 

Wray,  Christopher. 

Yelverton,  Sergeant. 
Speakership,    divisions    relating     to, 

324,  353,  360. 
Speech  from  the  Throne.     See  Royal 

Speeches. 
Spencer,  Lord,  571. 
Spencer,  Lord  Charles,  309. 
Spiller,  Benjamin,  261. 
Spratt,  550. 

Stattbrd,  the  Earl  of,  178,  538. 
Stafibrd,  Edward.     See  Buckingham, 

the  Earl  of. 
Stanhope,  the  Earl  of,  411  (with  ill.). 
Stanhope,  General,  98. 
Stanley,  Lord  (the   Earl  of  Derby), 
455,  460,  465  (with  ill),  466,  467, 
490,  492,  493,  496,  497,  499. 
Star  Chamber,  the,  8  21,  34  {ill.),  36, 

409,  544,  545  (with  ill.),  547. 
Steele,  Sir  Richard,  96,  97,  98  (with 

ill.). 
Stephen,  6,  7,  174. 
Stephenson,  Mr.,  280. 
"  Stiff  Dick,"  340. 
Stokes,  Mistress,  86,  87. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin,  142,  526  {ill.). 
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Stiaflord,  tlie  Earl  of,  3r>  (ill.),  36 
(with  /■//.),  1 52  (with  ill.),  153, 463. 

Strange,  l^ord,  34S. 

Strode,  3.">,  3!),  -10  (///.)■ 

"Sturdv  Ucggars,"  102. 

Suttolk,  t)io  JJuko  of,  ir)2,  330. 

Surtblk,  the  Earl  of,  208. 

Sufcilen,  Sir  Edward.  Sft-  St.  Leonards. 

Sunderland,  the  Earl  of.  411,  414  (///.). 

8u|i]ily,  t'onimittoe  of,  366,  376. 

Sussex,  the  Earl  of,  r).")2. 

Sute,  Mr.,  401. 

Sutton,  Sir  Charles  Manncr.s  (Vis- 
count Canterbury),  326  (ill.),  3.52, 
3.53  (with  (7/.). 

Swarton,  Sarah,  147, 

Talliot,  Lord,  444  (^7^),  44.5. 

Talhot,  Sir  Gilbert,  187. 

Talfourd,  Sh-  T.  N.,  472  (///.),  473. 

Tn|ii'^lrirs.     Sre  Frescoes. 

Tn  1 1,  si  IV  SiM'ceh,  Chatham's,  114. 

'I'aO,.  IJriaii,  23. 

Taylor,  Mr.,  22.5. 

'ra,\lor.  Sir  .John,  .567. 

Teniiile  Church,  the,  409  :  motion  for 

fast  at.  22. 
Temple,  Earl.    See  Granville,  liichard. 
Temple,  Lord,  146. 

T.'lTare,   til,.,  !)4. 

Thvrd,  William,  244. 

Thumas.  I..iid,  329. 

Tli(iniiis(.ii.  .VIderman,  216. 

Tlioriiey  Island,  2. 

Thorpe,  Tiiomas,  330. 

Throne,  the  Royal,  House  of  T^ords, 

313  (///.). 
Thurlow,   Lord,    162,    446,    447,    448 

(with  ill.). 
Tiernev,  2iis. 
Tillv,  ('a)itaiii,  573. 
Tilt-Vard.  tlie,  .537. 
Tijitoft,  Sir  .John,  320. 
"  Tory,''  56. 
Toby,  M.P.,  230. 
Townshend,  Charles,  113,   114   (with 

27/.),  120,  122. 
Townshend,  Thoma.s,  402  (with  ill.). 
Traske,  545. 
Trecotliirk,  120. 
Trclawncy,  llishop,  154. 
Tresham,  Sir  Francis,  267. 
Tresham.  William,  330. 
Trevor,  Sir  John,  56  (with  ill),  344, 

345,  346. 
Trials,   6,   69,   153,   148-62,  212,  240, 

242,  352.     Ilhtstratimis :  3, 6, 152, 

153,  157,  159,  160,  163,  213. 
Trout,  George,  220  (ill). 
Truro,  Lord,  455. 
Turk's  Head  Inn,  the,  542. 
Turner,  Bishop,  154. 
Turner,  Charles,  146. 
Twiss,  216. 
Tyrrwhytt,  Sir  Thomas,  211. 

Ushborne,  William,  202. 

Vat,  the  Irish  whisky,  75  ((7/.),  76. 
Vat,  the  Valentia,  68  ((7/.),  76. 
Ventilating  Chamber,  ladies  accom- 
modated in,  92. 


Ventilation,  270-74  (with  ills.). 

Verner,  467,  483  (ill.). 

Verulam,    liaron.      See    Bacon,    Sir 

Francis. 
Victoria,  gueen,   171,  173,  199,  296, 

309  (ill.),  409,  460,  461  (ill.),  462, 

478  (ill.),  502  (ill.). 
Victoria   Tower,   the,   232   (///.),   234 

(with  ill.),  235,  236  (ill.),  237,  270, 

289,  563  (ill.). 
Villiers,  Charles  Pelham,  480. 
Villiers,   George.      See   Buckingham, 

the  Uuke  of. 
Vote  Office,  the,  366  (ill.),  372  (ill.), 

375  (ill.). 
Vovce,  Edward,  404. 
Vulliamy,  Mr.,  279,  280. 

Wages  of  members  of  Parliament,  13. 

Wales,  the  Prince  of  (present — 1902), 
144. 

Wallace,  Sir  William,  150. 

Waller,  Edmund,  548  (ill.),  550. 

Walpole,  Horace,  106  (ill.),  110,  111, 
126,550,  566.  569,  570. 

Walpole,  Lord,  286- 

Walpole,  Randolph  C,  262. 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  65,  66  (with  ill.), 
98,  100  (with  ill.),  101  (with  ill.), 
102  (with  ill.),  103,  104  (with  ill.), 
105,  106,  108,  109,  125  (ill.),  223, 
250,  308,  446,  539,  550,  568,569,570. 

Walter,  Mr.,  467,  468. 

Wanklyn,  Colonel,  385. 

Warbeck,  Perkin,  537,  538. 

Wardle,  Colonel,  388  (ill.). 

Warenne,  the  Earl  of,  176. 

\Vebb,  Mr.,  567. 

Webster,  Daniel,  opinion  of  tlie 
Parliament  of  1628,  31. 

Wedderburn,  349,  567. 

Wellington,  the  Duke  of,  208,  210 
(///.),  214,  392,  449,  460,  462,  463 
(with  ill.),  466,  569  (ill.),  572. 

Went  worth,  Paul,  22,  23,  32. 

Wentworth,  Peter,  21,  22. 

Wentworth,  Sir  Peter,  46. 

Wentworth,  Thomas.  See  Strafford, 
Earl  of. 

Westbury,  Lord,  455  (with  ill.),  456, 
457,  458. 

Westley,  Mr.,  166. 

Westminster  Abbey,  4,  14  (ill.),  28 
(ill.),  38  (ill.),  113  ((7/.),  399  (///.), 
401  ((7/.),  555  (ill.),  562  (ill.). 

Westminster  election,  a  famous,  531  ; 
meeting  in  Westminster  Hall,  146. 

Westminster  Hall,  3  (ill.),  6,  8,  10,  11 
{ill.),  28  (ill.),  74  ((7/.),  113  ((//.), 
133-63  (with  ills.),  182  (ill.),  183 
(ill.),  186  (ill.),  189  (ill.)  195  (ill.), 
232,  235,  240,  250,  491  (ill.),  560. 

Westminster,  the  Palace  of,  1  Jf.,  14 
(ill.),  16,  24  (ill.),  38  (ill^,  149 
07/.),  164,  172  (ill.). 

Westminster— I'lVtfs  q/':  128,  134,136, 
555. 

Westmorland,  Lady,  90. 

Wharton,  the  Duke  of,81,411, 412  (///.). 

Wheble,  119. 

\Vhig  and  Tory,  adoption  of  the 
designations,  56. 


Whitbread,  92,  130,  393. 

White,  Bishoi),  154. 

Whitehall,  8,  55  (ill.),  564  ((7/.),  565 

(ill.),  566. 
Whips,  the,  66,  85. 
Whitehurst,  ]\Ir.,  279. 
Whitelock,  Bulstrode,  51  (///.),  444. 
Whitman,  276. 
Widdrington,  Lord,  155. 
Wiiberforce,    Archdeacon,     142,    405 

_    (with»7/.). 
Wiiberforce,  Jiishoji  Samuel.  457,  458. 
Wiiberforce,  \Villiam,  Feontisj-iece, 

69,  211  (///.),  227,  352. 
Wild,  Jonathan,  443. 
Wilkes,  .John,  118,  119,  120  ((7/.),  124, 

196,  447,  538. 
William  I.,  4,  173. 

William  II.,  6, 133  (with  ill.),  136, 173. 
William  III.,  54  (ill.),  55  (ill.),  276, 

324,  346,  4.38,  440. 
William  IV.,  173,  199,  308  ((7/.),  325, 

453,  4.59. 
William  of  Wykeham,  318  (ill.),  423. 
William.s,   John   (Bishop   of   Lincoln 

and  Archbishop  of    York),    422 

(with  ill),  424,  428. 
Wilmington,  the  Earl  of,  3",0,  570. 
Winchester,  the  JNIarquis  of,  300,  302, 

314. 
Windham,  161,  226. 
Wine-cellars  at  the   House  of  Com- 
mons, 67  (ill.). 
Wine  charges  at  the  House,  74,  76. 
Winter,  Thomas,  265  (ill.),  266,  269. 
Witenagemot,  the,  9. 
Wolfl',  Sir  Henry  Drummond,  512. 
Wolsey,  Cardinal,  17, 18  (///.),  19  (27/.), 

303  (ill.),  329  (ill.),  332,  334,  423, 

545. 
Women  sit  in  Parliament,  10. 
Wood,  Charles,  216. 
Wood,     Sir     William     Page.        See 

Hatherlfv,  Baron. 
Woodfall,  William,  123,  224  (///.),  225. 
Woolsack,  the,  456  (///.). 
Worcester,  the  Earl  of,  302,  304. 
Wray,  Sir  Cecil,  541,  542. 
Wray,  Sir  Christopher,  331  ((//.)  397. 
Wren,  Sir  Christopher,  250,  276,  294, 

563,  566. 
Wright,  Francis,  226. 
Wright,  J.. liii,  265  (?//.),  266. 
Wright,  Mrs.,  166. 
Wright,  Sir  Nathan,  440. 
Wyatt,  Sir  Thomas,  152. 
Wymbish,  Mr.,  12. 
Wyndham,   George,    530,    532    (with 

ill.),  534. 

Yarmouth,  the  Earl  of,  204. 
Yelverton,  Sergeant,  323,  398. 
Yeoman  of  the  Guard,  a,  CoLorRKn 

Pl.\TE  faciiK/  p.  265,  314  (ill.). 
Yevell,  Henry,  135. 
Y'onge,  Sir  William,  223. 
York,   the    Duke    of,   330,   428,  430, 

432. 
York  House,  425  (///.). 
Yorke,  Sir  Philip,  102. 

Zenelly.    See  Yevell.       ^  '^    "^^ 
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